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hildren ages 4-14 spend an average of 7.5 hours 
a day connected to the digital world, researchers 
tell us.

For our Assemblies of God Fellowship to reach 
and disciple our children, grandchildren and the next 
generations for Christ, it is imperative that we enter 
the digital world with them!

But today we don’t have that capability. We need 
your help!

The Assemblies of God Trust is partnering with 
My Healthy Church Resources to produce a digital 
curriculum that will enable the local church and 
Christian educators to connect with their students 
wherever they are, by whatever electronic means they 
have, and whenever they want access.

Wherever! Whatever! Whenever!

Our kids and grandkids are connected to iPads, 
iPods and iPhones.

We want to connect them to the great I AM! But 
this bold step takes upfront funding. To take this 
step, we need $1.5 million. That is $1.5 million we 
don’t have in the budget.

That is why the AGTrust has launched the 
Securing the Faith initiative.

We call it our new “Family Plan,” designed to help 
us enter the digital world and teach the gospel to the 
next generations in a way that is entertaining and 
educational! And we need as many family members as 
possible to participate.

To see examples of what we hope to produce, go 
to AGTrust.org and click on the Next 
Generation promo video. Then click 
on the Securing the Faith link to 
give. We need your help. If we 
don’t do this, 20 years from now 
our kids and grandkids will ask 
us why.

We need you to be a part of 
the Family Plan to go digital! We 
need gifts of $10, $100, $1,000, 
$10,000 or even $100,000.

AGTrust.org



Ken Horn
Editor
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“IN GOD IS OUR TRUST”
Independence Day is right around the corner. Less than three 

decades after the end of the Revolutionary War that won the United 
States that independence, the former colonies once again found 
themselves embroiled with Great Britain. Two years into the conflict 
we now call the War of 1812, the British marched into Washington, 
D.C., nearly unopposed.

The U.S. Army and government abandoned the capital, escaping to 
Virginia. The humiliating British onslaught climaxed with the torching 
of the Capitol building, the White House and other structures. It took 

a providential storm to drive the 
British from the city.

During the following assault on 
Baltimore’s Fort McHenry, lawyer 
Francis Scott Key found himself 
aboard the admiral’s ship of the 
British fleet in order to negotiate 
the release of a medical doctor 
friend. The release terms attained, 
the two were temporarily detained 
while the bombardment of the fort 

continued. The darkness caused Key to wonder how the fort — and 
the flag — fared.

When the morning dawned, Key peered anxiously through the 
early mist that shrouded the ship. The flag was still flying! Quickly 
he scribbled some words on an envelope he’d been carrying. They 
were the lyrics of “Defense of Fort McHenry,” later to be called “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.” The last verse, which is seldom sung today, is 
significant. It read in part: “Then conquer we must, when our cause it 
is just, and this be our motto, ‘In God is our trust.’”

Key was a devout Christian who started thousands of Sunday 
Schools in his role with the American Sunday School Union. That 
final stanza was based upon Psalm 143:8: “Cause me to hear thy lov-
ingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know 
the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee” (KJV).

It wasn’t until 1931 “The Star-Spangled Banner” became the na-
tional anthem. But 50 years after Key penned his tribute, “In God we 
trust” first appeared on U.S. coins — and in 1956 Congress declared it 
the national motto. By faith, Francis Scott Key saw that as the motto 
of our nation in 1814.

Trust in God is our heritage, our motto ... and in our national anthem..
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hildren ages 4-14 spend an average of 7.5 hours 
a day connected to the digital world, researchers 
tell us.

For our Assemblies of God Fellowship to reach 
and disciple our children, grandchildren and the next 
generations for Christ, it is imperative that we enter 
the digital world with them!

But today we don’t have that capability. We need 
your help!

The Assemblies of God Trust is partnering with 
My Healthy Church Resources to produce a digital 
curriculum that will enable the local church and 
Christian educators to connect with their students 
wherever they are, by whatever electronic means they 
have, and whenever they want access.

Wherever! Whatever! Whenever!

Our kids and grandkids are connected to iPads, 
iPods and iPhones.

We want to connect them to the great I AM! But 
this bold step takes upfront funding. To take this 
step, we need $1.5 million. That is $1.5 million we 
don’t have in the budget.

That is why the AGTrust has launched the 
Securing the Faith initiative.

We call it our new “Family Plan,” designed to help 
us enter the digital world and teach the gospel to the 
next generations in a way that is entertaining and 
educational! And we need as many family members as 
possible to participate.

To see examples of what we hope to produce, go 
to AGTrust.org and click on the Next 
Generation promo video. Then click 
on the Securing the Faith link to 
give. We need your help. If we 
don’t do this, 20 years from now 
our kids and grandkids will ask 
us why.

We need you to be a part of 
the Family Plan to go digital! We 
need gifts of $10, $100, $1,000, 
$10,000 or even $100,000.

AGTrust.org



Send your comments to pe@ag.org or Pentecostal 
Evangel, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, MO 

65802-1894. Letters become property of the 
Pentecostal Evangel and may be edited for length 

and clarity. Printed letters do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Evangel or its staff.

webelieve
| the Bible is the inspired and only infallible 
and authoritative written Word of God (2 
Timothy 3:16).  | there is one God, eternally 
existent in three persons: God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (Deuteronomy 
6:4; Matthew 28:19).  | in the deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless 
life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning 
death, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascen-
sion to the right hand of the Father, in His per-
sonal future return to this earth in power and 
glory to rule a thousand years (John 1:1).  | in 
the blessed hope — the rapture of the Church 
at Christ’s coming (Titus 2:13).  | the only 
means of being cleansed from sin is through 
repentance and faith in the precious blood 
of Christ (John 14:6).  | regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit is absolutely essential for personal 
salvation (Titus 3:5).  | in water baptism by 
immersion (Matthew 28:19).  | the redemptive 
work of Christ on the cross provides healing of 
the human body in answer to believing prayer 
(1 Peter 2:24).  | the baptism in the Holy Spirit, 
according to Acts 2:4, is given to believers who 
ask for it.  | in the sanctifying power of the 
Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is 
enabled to live a holy life (Galatians 5:16-25).  
| in the resurrection of both the saved and the 
lost, the one to everlasting life and the other to 
everlasting damnation (Revelation 20:11-15).

writeus

subscribe online!
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Digital Kids
While I don’t have children at 

home anymore, I still found the 
March 24 news feature, “Digital 
Kids” by Christina Quick, enlighten-
ing. Each generation will have its 
challenges, and I know God will 
continue to lead and guide our 
parents and leaders in maintaining 
a balance, no matter what the sub-
ject material is.  

TRELLA NYGAARD
VIA EMAIL

A Colossians 3 Kind of Life
The March 17 Pentecostal Evangel 

article “A Colossians 3 Kind of Life” 
by Gary Tyra was quite a blessing 
to me. I share all the Evangels that 
come my way with my pastor. Our 
church doesn’t receive the maga-
zine, but our son does at his home 
church and shares the issues with 
me.

The article was such a blessing I 
copied it and tucked it in my Bible 
for future use in private devotions.

Thank you so much for the pub-
lication of the Pentecostal Evangel 
over these many years. I am 75 
years old and have enjoyed them 
since my early youth. 

SHIRLEY JACKSON
SUMMERS, ARK.

Daily Boost
I really appreciate the Daily Boost 

devotional by Hal Donaldson from 
April 15, “Treading Water — Spiri-
tually.” It’s a real challenge not to 
spend my life treading water.

PEARL CONAWAY
VIA EMAIL

Amen to the comments in the 
Daily Boost for April 11, “Respecting 
Age” by Ken Horn. We older ones 
don’t really want things to remain 
the same.  We can look back and 
remember we were the “young 
ones” once. I like a “blended” 
church where we old ones are con-
sidered by the young and are also 

considerate of the younger ones 
ourselves. There’s a lot each of us 
can bring to the table of blessings.

NELL HEARD
FALLBROOK, CALIF. 

Wow! What a refreshing and 
“right on” Daily Boost by Ken Horn. 
“Respecting Age” from April 11 
states some very important advice 
for our country and the Assemblies 
of God.

Thank you for bringing truth for 
all to read. I read your articles every 
day. 

PAT DAVIS
DES MOINES, IOWA

Daily Boost is a free devotional emailed 
to subscribers Monday through Friday. 
Visit pe.ag.org and select Daily Boost to 
read past devotionals or to subscribe.

Visit pe.ag.org to order individual, bundle or gift subscriptions.
Receive a free gift with selected orders.

letters
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of both.

By Jerry D. Scott

Past, Present, Future
Thanks to Calvary, this life is just the prelude 
to an amazing eternity.

By William King

Theology in a Nutshell:  
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In a reprint from the popular Theology in a 
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Balancing 

Love & Truth

B y  J e r r y  D .  S c o t t

he young man was passionate, stating his convictions in 
unambiguous terms. To him, it was an issue of stark black 
and white, no room for compassion!

Then I pointed out a person sitting about 5 feet away 
who was living out what the young man condemned. 
Thankfully, my friend was not so self-righteous as to be 
unaware of how his words were heard. He blushed as he 
realized how judgmental and condemning he was being.

Truth and love — are they in conflict or are they 
complementary? Need we toss our convictions about 
what is right and true overboard in order to be loving and 
accepting? Or, flipping that around, need we jettison 
love and respect for others to remain committed to our 
convictions about the truth?

Christians living in a culture of tolerance find themselves in this struggle 
all the time. Those with a high view of scriptural authority do not have 
the luxury of rewriting passages that deal with sexual behavior, with 
divorce, with roles in the family, with discrimination, with materialism, 
even with the exclusive claims of Christ as Savior.

The Word speaks to these issues, compelling us to yield our will to 
God’s will. There is truth to be found, and the Lord promises we will find 
His highest purpose when we submit ourselves to Him. Yet, in the middle 
of this, the Gospels show us a life of love, illustrated clearly in the Man 
who is Truth personified, yet One full of deeply authentic love for all.

In John 8, we learn about the powerful transformation that comes when 
truth and love act in concert. A woman was 
dragged before Jesus by men who claimed 
to love the truth! “She is a sinner,” they 
said without thought for her. “What are 
You going to do about it?” they chal-
lenged Him.

The woman was an adulterer. There 
was no question about her guilt. But the 
Lord saw more than a “sin” standing in 

front of Him. He saw a person.
“Jesus bent down and wrote with his 

finger in the dirt. They kept at him, badgering him. He 
straightened up and said, ‘The sinless one among you, go first: 
Throw the stone.’ Bending down again, he wrote some more 
in the dirt” (John 8:6-8, The Message).

Why did Jesus doodle in the dirt? Where was His sense of 
urgency? 

I believe our first mistake in our love of the truth is feeling 
like we have to fix all the wrong in others and in ourselves today. 

But salvation is really a kind of healing, and it’s a process. Need we 
wade into somebody’s life, swinging the sword of truth, when we barely 
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Christlike

Convictions

Need we wade 

into somebody’s 

life, swinging 

the sword of 

truth, when we 

barely know 

them or their 

situation? 

know them or their situation? Jesus 
called on these men to recognize 

their own need too.
Truth is much more 

complex when we see 
it in the context of our 
own duplicity of nature! 

After the men’s hearts were 
pierced by the Spirit’s con-
viction and they wandered 

off quietly, Jesus turns to the 
woman. He does not minimize 
her choices to sin. Instead, He 

offers her love and a 
challenge.

“Jesus straightened up 
and asked her, ‘Woman, 

where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?’ ‘No one, 

sir,’ she said. ‘Then neither 
do I condemn you,’ Jesus 
declared. ‘Go now and 
leave your life of sin’” 

(John 8:10,11, NIV).
Sometimes the most lov-

ing thing we can do is take 
some time to doodle in the 

dirt. While we’re at it, we pray, 
we think, we listen, and we learn to 
be led by the Spirit.

The glory of God’s judgment is 
that it is not set “in the moment” 
but emerges from the full context of 
our lives. Yes, God holds us account-
able for our choices. The Man who 
hung on the cross in love is also 
the One who sits on the Judgment 
Seat. But, in His infinite wisdom, He 
weaves all the threads of our lives 
together. He sees the whole picture, 
knowing why we did what we did 
and knowing how we might have 
made a better choice. Ultimately, 
He is our Advocate! It makes me 
want to shout, “Hallelujah! What a 
Savior!”

Here’s a word from the Word. 
Notice the uncompromising truth 
set in contrast to the amazing love. I 
pray it will give you the same kind of 
hope I find in the promise of salva-
tion and that it causes both you and 
me to be people who know how to 

take some time to doodle in the dirt 
before we take on all those “sinners” 
who live around us.

“If we claim to be without sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. If we claim we have 
not sinned, we make Him out to be 
a liar and his word has no place in 
our lives. 

“My dear children, I write this to 
you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have one who 
speaks to the Father in our defense 
— Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also 
for the sins of the whole world. We 
know that we have come to know 
Him if we obey his commands. The 
man who says, ‘I know Him,’ but 
does not do what he commands is a 
liar, and the truth is not in Him. But 
if anyone obeys his Word, God’s love 
is truly made complete in him” (1 
John 1:8 through 2:5)..
JERRY D. SCOTT is senior pastor of Faith 
Discovery Church (Assemblies of God) in 
Washington, N.J. He writes regularly for Daily 
Boost, the free Pentecostal Evangel electronic 
devotional available Monday through Friday. 
Sign up for Daily Boost at pe.ag.org.

Email your comments to pe@ag.org.



bbreviations! There are so many abbreviations that, except for the familiar 
ones, I often don’t know what they stand for. However, sometimes the con-
text in which they appear reveals their use.

Since the sixth century A.D., the letters B.C. and A.D. have been used to desig-
nate two specific periods of time: B.C. (before Christ), from creation until the birth 
of Christ; and A.D. (anno Domini, Latin for “the year of our Lord,” for ensuing 
years. (Though secularism has made a major push to replace these with B.C.E. and 
C.E. — before the common era and the common era.)

Besides B.C. and A.D., Christians might wish to adopt one more abbreviation, 
which would point to the next era in God’s timetable — W.J. — with Jesus. In 
Ephesians 2:7 the apostle Paul speaks of the “ages to come” (KJV). At the present 
time Christ lives within a believer’s heart by the Holy Spirit. But the day is coming 
when God’s people are going to be with Jesus in their new glorified bodies. 

First John 3:2 says, “When he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is.” “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with him in glory” (Colossians 3:4). The Rapture, or return of Jesus 
Christ, will mark the beginning of this new era. This was in God’s plan from 
the beginning — B.C., A.D., W.J. 

We don’t know when W.J. will begin; it’s not a matter of if, but only when 
Jesus will return to claim His bride. Believers already have been granted 
heavenly citizenship. As citizens, we have, by divine grace, been given a 
clear title to our heavenly home. 

Hebrews 13:14 assures us, “For here have we no continuing city, 
but we seek one to come.” And 1 Thessalonians 1:10 describes 
the believer’s life as a season when we “wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which 
delivered us from the wrath to come.” 

No passport other than the salvation freely given to us 
through God’s grace will be needed as the righteous are 
escorted by Jesus himself to His Father’s house. It is 
with great anticipation that the Church awaits its ren-
dezvous with our Redeemer. The tombs of believers 
will be evacuated, and the living saints will accom-
pany them in this departure. With excitement, we 
look ahead to the unending joy of the “ages to 
come”! B.C. ... A.D. ... W.J..

 
WILLIAM KING, a retired Assemblies of God minister,  
lives in Princeton, Minn. 

Email your comments to pe@ag.org.
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10Theology in a nutshell

&salvation
sin

B y  K e n  H o r n

Editor’s note: This was the 
10th article in a Pentecostal 
Evangel series, eventually 
published as a book, 
Theology in a Nutshell.

Chen* was being difficult. I 
sat in my study speaking to this 
agnostic graduate student. I was 
pastoring in a university city, 
and I frequently had the op-
portunity to discuss the claims 
of the gospel with skeptics and 
cynics. This was our third or 
fourth meeting, and I was frus-
trated. He wouldn’t budge.

To my mind, I had used 
flawless logic and impeccable 
apologetics; I had answered 
every argumentative question; 
I had drawn on my reservoir of 
knowledge and proved my case. 
But Chen still wouldn’t budge.

On this occasion, as he spoke, 
my mind was racing for yet 
another answer when a still, 
small voice interrupted my 
thoughts. Try the simple gospel, 
said the voice.

But God, I know the answer 
to this.

Try the simple gospel was His 
reply.

I interrupted the young man 
in mid-sentence. “Excuse me for 
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interrupting. We can return to 
that thought later if you like. 
But I need to share something 
with you.”

I proceeded to share the sim-
ple plan of salvation. It turned 
out he had never heard a clear 
presentation of the gospel. The 
wall came down ... and I led 
him in the sinner’s prayer. We 
never returned to the thought 
I had interrupted. A short time 
later he was baptized in water 
as a new believer in Christ.

Let’s look at why Chen needed 
Christ and how he became a 
Christian — the same why and 
how every human being must 
deal with.

SIN
Sin is the problem. Salvation 

is the solution. Salvation solves 
humanity’s greatest problem, 
the sin that separates everyone 
from God.

God did not create sin.
The Bible teaches that God 

is holy and there is no unrigh-
teousness in Him (Isaiah 6:3; 
Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 
92:15). God equipped His cre-
ated beings with freedom of 
will. Worship would be mean-
ingless if we were forced to do 

is also called a sin nature.
The sin nature is greatly 

debated by theologians. What’s 
important is the Bible clearly 
says we are all sinners. We all 
make the decision to give in 
to sin: “Through one man sin 
entered the world, and death 
through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men, because all 
sinned” (Romans 5:12, NKJV). 
“For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God”  
(Romans 3:23).

DEFINITIONS  
OF SIN

Sin is missing God’s stan-
dard. The Greek word for 
“sinned” in Romans 3:23 liter-
ally means “to miss the mark.” 
Sin is missing the mark of God’s 
standards.

Sin is disobeying God’s Law. 
“Whoever commits sin also 
commits lawlessness, and sin 
is lawlessness” (1 John 3:4). 
It is transgressing or violating 
laws God has put in place. As a 
permanent attitude, lawlessness 
is rebellion against God (James 
2:10,11; Galatians 3:10).

To the contrary, “love is the 
fulfillment of the law” (Romans 
13:10).

it. So the intelligent beings God 
created — angels and humans 
— were given free will.

It was misuse of this gift 
that introduced sin, first in the 
angelic realm when Satan and 
the other fallen angels chose to 
rebel against God, and second 
in humanity.

Mankind fell; God 
didn’t push them.

Adam and Eve fell. Perfect 
beings, created in God’s im-
age, exercised their God-given 
will to make poor choices. Eve, 
tempted by Satan, fell first, then 
offered the forbidden fruit to 
Adam (Genesis 3:1-8). It ap-
pears that Eve was deceived, but 
Adam knew what he was doing 
(1 Timothy 2:14). Someone has 
said, “Eve fell; Adam jumped.”

Theology calls this original 
sin. It originated in the human 
heart, setting a pattern for all 
sin to follow: People sin when 
they are so selfish they put their 
desires above God’s.

All people are sinners.
In some way this original sin 

affected/infected all of mankind. 
Theologians have used the term 
“original sin” to refer to the 
state of each of us when born. It 

salvation
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Sin is worldliness. John 
Piper said, “Sin is what you do 
when your heart is not satisfied 
with God” (in his book Future 
Grace). Romans 12:2 says, 
“And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God.”

Even Christians are suscep-
tible to worldliness. H. Richard 
Niebuhr said, “The crisis of the 
church ... is not the crisis of the 
church in the world, but of the 
world in the church.”

Sin is a state of ungodliness, 
living apart from God. Even 
“good” people can be in this 
state. This is the state everyone 
is in before receiving Christ. “As 
it is written: ‘There is none righ-
teous, no, not one’” (Romans 
3:10). Though people may do 
good deeds, apart from Christ, 
these are just “filthy rags” (Isa-
iah 64:6).

There are degrees  
of sin.

The person apart from God 
is in the highest degree of sin, 
living as a captive to his sin and 
being an enemy of God. Only 
receiving Christ can rectify this.

Individual sins range from 
willful sins (Psalm 19:13; Isaiah 
5:18) to sins of weakness, like 
Peter’s denial of Christ.

Sin is not just what 
you do; it can also be 
what you don’t do.

A sin of neglect is called a sin 
of omission. A high school reli-
gion exam included the question 
“What is a sin of omission?” 
One student’s creative answer 
was: “A sin I should have com-

mitted but didn’t.”
Nice try, but not quite right. 

James 4:17 describes such a sin: 
“Therefore, to him who knows 
to do good and does not do it, 
to him it is sin.”

Failing (refusing) to do good 
when the opportunity presents 
itself is the sin of omission.

Sin brings 
consequences — 
death, or separation 
from God.

Sin brings the most dire con-
sequences: “For the wages of sin 
is death” (Romans 6:23).

SALVATION
But there is hope for deliver-

ance from the consequences of 
sin. Romans 6:23 concludes, 
“But the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Although every one of us 
deserves death, through Jesus we 
can receive the gift of eternal life.

Salvation is not a feeling.
Martin Luther said there were 

times when he didn’t feel saved. 
But he knew he was.

There are some living in false 
confidence, believing they are 
saved, but they are not. There 
are others who fear they are 
lost, but they are saved indeed. 
Full assurance can be found in 
knowing one has obeyed the 
Scriptures’ direction for obtain-
ing salvation.

There is one way to 
receive salvation: 
through Jesus Christ.

The tolerant position is plu-
ralistic: “All paths lead ulti-
mately to God.” A true Chris-
tian has virtually no common 
ground with people holding 
this view, and will almost al-
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To know God and be ready for heaven, follow these steps:
 a. Admit you are a sinner. 
 “There is  no one righteous, not even one … for all  have sinned and fall  short of the  
 glory of God.” Romans 3:10,23 (See Romans 5:8;  6:23.)

 Ask God’s forgiveness and repent of your sins.
 “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will  be saved.” Romans 10:13  (See Acts 3:19.) 

 b. Believe in Jesus (put your trust in Him) as your only hope of salvation.  
 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes  
 in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (See John 14:6.)

 

 Become a child of God by
 receiving Christ.
 “To all  who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
 the right to become children of God.” John 1:12 (See Revelation 3:20.)

 c. Confess that Jesus is your Lord.
 “If  you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is  Lord,’ and believe in 
 your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will  be saved.”  
 Romans 10:9 (See verse 10.)

 For further help, contact an Assemblies of God church near you.

abcsofsalvation

FREE

ways be seen as narrow-minded 
and inflexible. And you know 
what? We are. Jesus said, “Nar-
row is the gate and difficult is 
the way which leads to life” 
(Matthew 7:14). On an issue as 
big as eternal life, we dare not 
bend.

John 14:6 defines the way to 
salvation: “Jesus answered, ‘I 
am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me’” 
(NIV). A Christian should never 
apologize for being “narrow-
minded.” Apologize only if you 
keep the truth to yourself.

The plan of salvation 
(the gospel) is simple.

When I departed from com-
plex arguments and presented 
the simple gospel to Chen, the 
graduate student, he eagerly 
came to Christ. God often takes 
our complex, intricate solutions 
and pares them down to humble 
size. The real power of God is 
found in the simple message of 
the gospel.

There is nothing you 
can do to earn  
salvation.

In the words of George White-
field: “Works? Works? A man 
get to heaven by works? I would 
as soon think of climbing to the 
moon on a rope of sand!”

Jerry* had been coming to 
our church with his wife for a 
few weeks, and I felt it was time 
to give him a personal, direct 
invitation to come to Christ. His 
response: “Pastor, I’m not good 
enough. As soon as I can give 
up my drinking, then I’ll get 
saved.”

I was clear with him: “You 
don’t change so you can get 
saved; you come to God with 

all your sins and let Him do the 
changing.”

STEPS TO  
SALVATION

The ABCs of Salvation above 
include the biblical steps neces-
sary. Repentance means turning 
away from sin and turning to 
God. It means being sorry for 
your sin and being willing to let 
God turn your life around.

When Jesus has 
become your Lord and 
Savior, you have a 
whole new way to deal 
with sin.

Christ breaks sin’s grip; you 
are no longer in bondage to 
it. However, since Christians 
are not made perfect, they still 
find the need to ask Christ for 
forgiveness when they sin. First 
John 1:9 has been called “the 

Christian’s bar of soap”: “If we 
confess our sins, He is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (NKJV).

The person who has received 
salvation can look forward to a 
life of victory and an eternity in 
God’s presence..

*Names have been changed.

This article originally appeared in the 
Sept. 24, 2006, Pentecostal Evangel.

KEN HORN is editor of the Pentecostal 
Evangel. 

Email your comments to pe@ag.org. 



THE TENT OF

MEETINGBy  
Timothy Kruzan

How can a believer fan the flames of spir-
itual renewal while resisting the influences 
of this secular age? The answer is found in 

Exodus 33:11 — “Inside the Tent of Meet-
ing, the Lord would speak to Moses face to 

face, as one speaks to a friend” (NLT).

Moses knew what we need to under-
stand: In order to make it spiritually in 
this life, to draw close to God, to lead 
well, and to live a holy and empowered 
life before men, we must establish our 
own “Tent of Meeting.”
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he “Tent of Meeting” is the 
place of divine encounter.

 “[Moses] went into the tent” 
(33:9). Moses initiated contact 
with God. It was the place of per-

sonal encounter with God.
Do you have a place of divine 

encounter set aside in your life? For 
each individual, the place will be dif-
ferent. Some will prefer being outside 
near nature, while others might prefer 
a certain spot in their home or office. 
The key is to create a place where 
you can meet with God free from all 
distraction. 

The “Tent of Meeting” is the 
place of conversation with God.

“The Lord spoke with Moses” 
(33:9). The “Tent of Meeting” 
becomes the place of conversation 
between God and the believer. There, 
you listen to Him, hear His voice, gain 
His wisdom, and follow His instruc-
tion, as well as unload all your cares, 
concerns and troubles. It is the place 
where answers and direction come, 
but also the place where you and God 
can just talk. 

The “Tent of Meeting” is 
where relationship takes place.

“Inside the Tent of Meeting, the 
Lord would speak to Moses face 
to face, as one speaks to a friend” 
(33:11).

This wasn’t just the place Moses 
received help. This was where a 
friendship with God begins, grows and 
thrives. 

The “Tent of Meeting” is 
where intimacy with God is 
developed.

The “Tent of Meeting” is the place 
where friendship with God is experi-
enced, but intimacy with God is de-
veloped. It was in this tent that Moses 
made this request of God and received 
His answer:

“Now therefore, I pray thee, if I 
have found grace in thy sight, show 
me now thy way, that I may know 
thee, that I may find grace in thy sight: 
and consider that this nation is thy 
people. And he said, My presence shall 
go with thee, and I will give thee rest” 
(Exodus 33:13,14, KJV).

Moses said, “That I may know 
thee.” He asked God to take him into 
a deeper place, to allow Moses to 
go beyond all limits and experience 
a deeper, more intimate relationship 
with God — and God honors this 
request.

It shows us the desire of God is 
to move His children into deeper 
relationship. Those who are in cov-
enant relationship with God, those 
who have become His children, have 
the privilege of intimacy with Him, 
and it will be found in our “Tent of 
Meeting.”

 
The “Tent of Meeting” is the 

place where revelation occurs.
People often wonder how some 

Christians manage to hear more 
clearly from God than others. How 
is it one has a revelation of who God 
is and what He wants to do? How is 
it God speaks to some, giving them 
direction, but others have not yet 
experienced such?

The answer is found in the “Tent 
of Meeting.” “And he said, I beseech 
thee, show me thy glory” (Exodus 
33:18). Moses had a strong desire to 
know God more deeply. God honored 
this desire and request. 

For some Christians it comes more 
easily to find new direction from 
God, an increase in confidence, and 
increase in knowing the will and 
mind of God, when they leave their 
prayer closets. They have discovered 
their “Tent of Meeting” as the place 
where the voice of God is recognized, 
the way of the Spirit is discerned, and 
direction for life is disclosed.

The “Tent of Meeting” is 
where obedience takes place.

“And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Hew thee two tables of stone like unto 
the first: and I will write upon these 
tables the words that were in the first 
tables, which thou brakest. And be 
ready in the morning, and come up in 
the morning unto mount Sinai, and 
present thyself there to me in the top 
of the mount” (Exodus 34:1,2).

Moses was obedient to this heavenly 
directive. It’s much easier to submit to 
God’s direction when our hearts have 
been softened by being in His presence.

The “Tent of Meeting” is 
where depth in God is attained.

Increase of depth in God is rooted 
through intimacy with God, and of 
course, the study of His Word. The 
apostle Paul said, “Let your roots 
grow down into him, and let your 
lives be built on him. Then your faith 
will grow strong in the truth you were 
taught, and you will overflow with 
thankfulness” (Colossians 2:7, NLT).

Those who spend time in their 
“Tent of Meeting” will discover their 
lives are firmly planted, deeply rooted, 
and sure-footed on the strong founda-
tion who is Jesus Christ. 

The “Tent of Meeting” is the 
place where all other voices fade 
away.

The camp of Israel had to be a noisy 
place. The multitude of people and 
herds of animals would guarantee a 
din of background noise. Yet, as we 
peek in on this conversation between 
God and Moses, no other voices are 
heard, and it tells us something sig-
nificant: In the “Tent of Meeting” all 
other voices fade away. 

The one voice we need to hear 
above all others is the voice of God; 
and the more time spent with God in 
our “Tent of Meeting,” the more eas-
ily His voice can be heard in the streets 
of the city. The direction needed for 
life, the leading of the Holy Spirit, and 
the ability to recognize God’s voice 
at the most crucial times comes by 
spending time alone with God in the 
“Tent of Meeting.” 

Moses did what we need to do. He 
established a place in his life where he 
could get away from all distraction, 
meet with God, talk with Him, hear 
from Him, love on Him, and be loved 
BY Him. These encounters strengthened 
Moses’ walk, emboldened his spiritual 
backbone, deepened his relationship 
with God, and gave him the ability to 
stand strong in the midst of a failing 
generation. If all of that occurred for 
Moses, how much more should we 
erect our own “Tent of Meeting”?.
TIMOTHY KRUZAN is lead pastor at Jacksonville 
(Ill.) Assembly of God. 

Email your comments to pe@ag.org.
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like me very much. He crucified His 
Son because He was mad at us. 
But that wasn’t the case. He cruci-
fied His Son because He loved us.

God understands that we’re 
broken, that we’re all sinners. As 
Christians, we can’t take an “us 
and them” attitude toward the 
world around us. Because it’s really 
“us and Him.” God gave us a free 
will, and He’ll let us walk away. But 
He left the light on so we could 
find our way home.

evangel: As a musician, 
what has been your most gratify-
ing ministry opportunity?
LOWRY: When I wrote “Mary, 
Did You Know?” — I wrote the lyr-
ics, and Buddy Greene wrote the 
music. A number of people have 
recorded “Mary,” and I guess one of 
my favorites would be Gary Chap-
man.

Comedy has a short shelf life. It’s 
a great tool to reach people with 
the gospel. But all comedy turns 
to corn eventually. “Mary, Did You 
Know?” is the one thing that will 
probably outlive me.

evangel: How do you keep 
yourself spiritually energized as 
you travel and sing with the Gaith-
ers and other groups?
LOWRY: I love to talk about 
my faith. I think talking about it 
increases it. The more you talk 
about what God’s teaching you 
and showing you and the things 
He’s taking you through, the more 
it strengthens your faith.

evangel: Your comedy is 
nationally appreciated, but behind 
the punch lines you pursue a very 
serious faith. How would you de-
scribe the impact Jesus Christ has 
had on your life?
MARK LOWRY: He’s the best 
friend I’ve ever had. I’ve always 
known He loves us, but the fact 
that He likes us is a wonderful 
thing. A lot of people I love, I don’t 
like. I go through Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, and there’s always one 
in the family who you would cry 
at their funeral but you wouldn’t 
want to go on vacation with them.

But anybody who loves you 
enough to die for you is in your 
corner. He’s on your side. When 
I was growing up, I heard a lot of 
sermons that made me think that 
God loved me but He really didn’t 

And reading the Word — I love 
reading Eugene Peterson’s The 
Message. It’s made the Word of 
God come alive for me, and I love 
to memorize it. You know the 
passage where Jesus says, “Come 
unto me all who are weary and 
heavy laden and I will give you 
rest”? The Message says it like this:

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned 
out on religion? Come to me. Get 
away with me and you’ll recover 
your life. I’ll show you how to take 
a real rest. Walk with me and work 
with me — watch how I do it. Learn 
the unforced rhythms of grace. I 
won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fit-
ting on you. Keep company with me 
and you’ll learn to live freely and 
lightly” (Matthew 11:28-30).

I memorized that the other day 
because I love that line “Learn the 
unforced rhythms of grace.” I think, 
as Christians, we need to learn 
those unforced rhythms. We need 
to learn, for example, not to rank 
sin. All sin separates us from God. 
The sin of arrogance. The sin of 
gluttony. You don’t hear very many 
preachers preach on gluttony even 
when most of us have a problem 
with it.

You know that old saying “Love 
the sinner. Hate the sin”? I think it 
should be, “Love the sinner. Hate 
your own sin.” I don’t have time to 
hate anyone else’s sin. I’m too busy 
hating mine. The Psalmist said, 
“My sin is ever before me.” I think 
if we could learn to love the sinner 
and hate our own sin we could be 
more effective in reaching people 

M a r k  L o w r y

GOD IS CRAZY ABOUT YOU!
Mark Lowry has had audiences 
laughing their way into a serious 
consideration of the gospel 
for more than 30 years. His 
singing career includes 17 years 
with the Gaither Vocal Band, 
and he continues to appear at 
Gaither Homecoming events. 
Lowry spoke in 2005 with 
Scott Harrup, Pentecostal 
Evangel managing editor, 
about his concert tour and the 
amazement he continues to 
feel over God’s love for all of us.

connections:
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who are struggling and hurting and 
who feel left out. 

We ostracize the very people Jesus 
died for, the very people we’re sup-
posed to reach out to with God’s love 
and grace. That’s why I’m doing the 
whole “God Is Crazy About You” tour.

evangel: Let’s talk about 
that tour. What kind of response 
are you seeing?
LOWRY: It started a couple of 
years ago when I began touring 
again after leaving the Gaither 
Vocal Band. It evolved. My road 
manager actually came up with 
the title. “God is crazy about you” 
is the message that comes across 
throughout the evening. Anybody 
who loves you enough to die for 
you is in your corner. And I try to 
find stories from my own life to 
prove that point.

If people go to marklowry.com 
they can read the e-mails we’ve 
been getting from people who’ve 
been to the concert. It’s really been 
a life-changing event for some 
people. I love to hear about people 
who thought God couldn’t use 
them, that He was through with 
them because of their circum-
stances, and then they discover 
this whole side of who God is. 

God has always used freaks, 
frauds and failures. He never picks 
people who have it all together. 
Look at who Jesus chose to be His 
disciples! A bunch of lowlifes — and 
they turned the world upside down.

evangel: You get a lot of co-
medic material from observing the 
church. Despite salvation’s trans-
forming effect, Christians can still 
be pretty strange. What are some 
idiosyncrasies you’ve observed?

LOWRY: We love to eat. We look 
for the buffet. The Lord’s going to 
have a challenge in the Rapture 
getting us off the ground. But the 
biggest thing I wish we’d work on 
isn’t our waistline. I wish we’d just 
be more accepting of people. Let 
everybody in! Let everybody get 
next to Jesus, and He’ll fix what’s 
broken in all of us. But if we keep 
people away. ...

We’re all uninvited guests stand-
ing at the door keeping other un-
invited guests out. If it hadn’t been 
for that sheet falling from the sky 

in Acts 11, none of us would know 
God. Peter had all those laws from 
the Old Testament convincing him 
that Gentiles shouldn’t be allowed 
into the family of God. And God 
told him, “What I’ve called clean, 
don’t you call unclean.” 

If we can just get people next 
to Jesus, we’ll discover again how 

lovely He is, how wonderful He 
is, and that He knows we are all 
broken. We’re sinners, but He’s 
going to get us home if we’ll just 
follow Him.

evangel: What are some of 
the painful life issues you believe 
your comedy and music help to 
alleviate for your audiences?
LOWRY: I’ve got ADD. I used to 
have ADHD, but my age is starting 
to eliminate the hyperactivity. It 
gives moms hope when they think 
I turned out all right.

I’m not so sure about myself; 
God’s still working on me. This is 
boot camp. I’ve told God, “As soon 
as You’re done working on me, just 
take me home. I’m ready.” This is 
where we walk by faith.

All my eggs are already in one 
basket. I’m not trying this God out 
to see if He’s for real. He is for real. 

M a r k  L o w r y
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day with God. We’re all trying to get 
back there, regardless of whether 
we’re using alcohol or drugs or any-
thing else. We’re just drinking at the 
wrong well. It’s like the Samaritan 
woman. She was thirsty; she just 
needed to find the right well.

evangel: If you were to 
name three people who have 
impacted your life the most, who 
would they be?
LOWRY: Gloria Gaither, Chuck 
Swindoll and my pastor, Stan 
Mitchell. Gloria worked on me for 13 
years to turn me from a rabid fun-
damentalist into a person living by 
grace. Chuck Swindoll’s book The 
Grace Awakening was a turning 
point for me that really showed me 
that God loves me. Stan Mitchell’s 
sermon series on Henry Nouwen’s 
book Life of the Beloved was al-
most like getting saved again.

Those people have created 
“glory to glory” experiences for me 
along the way. You know, every 
time I’m with Gloria I get 
some new revelation from 
God through her. She’s an 
amazing, insightful woman. 
I’d love everyone to be able 
to read The Grace Awaken-
ing. You can listen to Stan 
Mitchell’s six-part series on 
Life of the Beloved for free 
at marklowry.com in the 

He loves me. Jesus proved that on 
the cross. And when He rose from 
the dead, He assured our ticket out 
of here to spend eternity with Him.

evangel: What does Chris-
tianity offer that the self-help 
books don’t?
LOWRY: Help when you can’t 
help yourself. Self-help is one thing, 
but God’s help is another thing en-
tirely. I admire people who can pull 
themselves up by their bootstraps, 
but I need the grace of God. 

The wonderful thing about God 
is He gives grace; He helps you 
when you can’t help yourself. And 
after you’ve tried all the self-help 
books — and that’s fine, go down 
that rabbit trail if you need it — 
you’ll come to the end of your rope 
and you’ll find Him standing there 
waiting to catch you.

evangel: You stand up and 
share your faith with thousands of 
people at a time. Do you find it any 
harder to talk with someone about 
Christ one on one?
LOWRY: Oh no. It’s much easier, 
and I love it so much more. I enjoy 
standing and sharing with a crowd. 
But I love sitting on my back porch 
with somebody who may not 
know anything about me. They 
may be an atheist, or struggling 
with something. And I love it.

I never force it. It just happens. 
God will always crack a door, and 
I’ll push it open. When you force it, 
it isn’t natural. But if you look for 
the Holy Spirit to crack the door 
and if you’ll just gently push at 
it, you’ll discover that people are 
interested in eternal things.

I think there’s something in our 
DNA that remembers Eden … re-
members walking in the cool of the 

“oratory” section (under the “out-
side the mind” button at the top) 
where I have some of my favorite 
preachers. That series turned my 
life upside down.

evangel: What’s a thought 
you’d want to leave with someone 
reading this interview?
LOWRY: I wish I had the words to 
tell you how much God loves you. I 
pray every night before I go out on 
stage, “Lord, please help me make it 
clear.” I don’t really think words can 
convey it, but they’re all we have.

I wish you could see yourself 
the way God sees you. If you have 
children, the way you look at your 
children is only a broken image of 
how God sees us. Jesus told us 
that if we, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts to our children, 
how much more God loves us and 
wants to take care of us.

God is rarely in our plans. But 
He’s always in the interruptions. 
And sometimes those interrup-
tions don’t feel like God is on your 
side. When you get that doctor’s 
report, perhaps, or you go through 
a divorce, it doesn’t feel like God is 
anywhere around. But He is there. 
He’s using those things to draw 
you to himself..
This interview originally appeared in the May 
22, 2005, Pentecostal Evangel.

Email your comments to pe@ag.org.

“If you look for the Holy 
Spirit to crack the door and 
if you’ll just gently push 
at it, you’ll discover that 
people are interested in 
eternal things.”
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evangel: Why did you be-
come involved in hospice care ini-
tially?
BYNUM: I began volunteering for 
hospice on the local level 15 years 
ago, when my dad contracted lung 
cancer. From the day he was diag-
nosed until the day he died it was a 
month. My wife, Bee, was a regis-
tered nurse and knew about the 
hospice philosophy, and was volun-
teering before me. I felt I found my 
niche specializing in bereavement 
follow-up and grief support.

evangel: Why is hospice care 
a right-to-life issue?

BYNUM: A lot of people have a 
misconception about hospice. They 
think it’s all about giving up and 
hastening death. It’s exactly the 
opposite. It’s about changing the 
treatment option for someone who 
has a life-limiting illness. It transfers 
the focus from curing to caring.

We offer support to families on 
the spiritual level. Many of our pa-
tients get better in the short term. 
We take the burden off the care-
giver as far as making the medical 
decisions, and this allows them 
to focus their attention on love for 
that individual. 

evangel: You have firsthand 

experience receiving hospice care 
for your late wife.
BYNUM: Yes I do. In the fall of 
2009, Bee found a lump in her 
breast. By the time she had a 
double mastectomy a month later, 
the lump had tripled in size. In 2010 
we went through 10 surgeries in 
eight months. We fought infection. 
She had chemotherapy. The cancer 
metastasized to the brain. She had 
three brain tumors. We went to 
the brink of death and back three 
times. Radiation wasn’t effective 
and we ran out of options. We 
chose to go on hospice care at that 
point. 

She as a nurse and I as a minister 
had talked openly about this pos-
sibility our entire 30-year marriage. 
We accepted the fact she was sick. 
If God wanted to heal her, He was 
well able to do that. We had a lot 
of people praying for us.

However, for the first eight 
months I struggled, trying to get 
the right formula to get the Lord to 
heal. Finally, I just said, “Lord, I don’t 
know what You’re going to do, but 
I love You and I trust You.” At that 
moment I had the faith to let God 
be God, and I didn’t have to try to 
figure out telling Him what to do. 
If Bee was to die, we were OK with 
that as well. She was in hospice 
care for two months, until she died 
Sept. 4, 2011. She was 51 years old.

evangel: Did serving as an 
AG pastor for 25 years help prepare 
you for the long, suffering process 
Bee endured?
BYNUM: Yes and no. I liken it 
to preparing for a hurricane. I’d 
prayed. I’d read the books. I had a 
lot of professional support. I did a 
lot of anticipatory grieving. But you 
can know all about grieving, and 

when the storm hits you still have 
to experience it. Information helps 
us, but only love heals us. Because 
grief originates in our hearts, the 
only way to receive healing is to ex-
perience God’s love through people. 

evangel: Did you have trou-
ble being on the receiving end?
BYNUM: I think so. It really took 
awhile to flip the switch. I knew 
what it was like to give care, but I re-
ally didn’t feel comfortable receiving 
care, laying my life out there in front 
of my peers and minister friends. 

I knew what it was like to sit for 
hours with people in the hospital 
waiting room. I knew what it was 
like to be called out in the middle of 
the night to hold someone’s hand 
who was grieving. I knew what it 
was like to give care to folks with 
broken hearts. Now it was my turn 
to receive care. It’s important to 
receive. It’s a learned behavior. 

evangel: Why did you make 
the transition to full-time hospice 
care chaplain from pastor in the 
midst of the crisis?
BYNUM: I had worked in the hos-
pice care bereavement department 
as a volunteer. I had a passion for it, 
but I didn’t want to take a year out 
of my life to pursue chaplaincy. 

But when Bee went through what 
she did, I realized life is too short to 
put off something I had a passion 
for. I was accepted into the chap-
laincy certification program at a 
local hospital and began working 
full time in chaplaincy training.

evangel: Is just being pres-
ent for someone going through 
grief sometimes better than saying 
something that might be the wrong 
thing?
BYNUM: Presence is really better. 

“But you can know all about 

grieving, and when the 

storm hits you still have to 

experience it. Information 

helps us, but only love  

heals us.”

M a r k  L o w r y
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serve as independent missionary 
evangelists. But Wagner admits 
it’s the competitive aspect of Bible 
Quiz that motivates him to spend 
hours each week memorizing, 
quoting and poring over Scripture.

“I love the competition,” says 
Wagner, who garnered the Male 
Quizzer of the Year Award at last 
year’s national tournament in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. “I don’t want to walk 
away thinking I could have done a 
better job if I had worked harder. 
The possibility of winning drives me.”

Bernie Elliot, national Bible Quiz 
coordinator, estimates about 3,000 
students participate in the ministry 
nationwide. With an academic quiz 
bowl format and all the intensity of 
a high school sporting event, Bible 
Quiz appeals to the youthful com-
pulsion to strive for perfection.

“If it weren’t for the Bible Quiz 
ministry, many 
of the students 
would not have 
dug as deep as 
they did in study-
ing and memoriz-
ing God’s Word,” 
Elliot says. “I 
constantly hear 
the competition 
helps initially 
motivate them 
to memorize as 
they realize they 

will be held accountable at a Bible 
Quiz match. The quizzers are then 
challenged to go even deeper in the 
Word and in their relationship with 
the Lord.”

Each year, Bible Quiz focuses on 
one or more books of the New Tes-
tament. The quiz season begins in 
the fall and culminates with the top 
40 teams competing at National Fi-
nals in early July. This year’s national 
competition starts Saturday, June 
29, in Chicago. Students will answer 
questions drawn from the 1,068 
verses of Matthew, one of the lon-
gest books in the New Testament. 

The more difficult queries could 
ask students to quote five differ-
ent verses scattered throughout 
the Gospel or rattle off a list of 47 
individuals — all in 30 seconds. 
Scholarships will be awarded to 
top individuals and teams.

Rod Whitlock, who oversees 
Bible Quiz for Assemblies of God 
National Youth Ministries, says 
the ministry’s focus on memoriz-
ing Scripture makes Bible Quiz a 
uniquely powerful discipleship tool.

“Imagine the endless possibili-
ties with a generation of students 
having hidden God’s Word deep 
within their hearts,” Whitlock says. 
“Bible Quiz affords students the 
opportunity to learn Scripture, and 
then live it, so they can lead from 
it. What could happen if individu-

There is no shortage of Bibles in 
America. Four copies of the Scrip-
tures can be found in the typical 
U.S. household, according to a 
study published earlier this year 
by American Bible Society and the 
Barna Group.

One in six people polled said he 
or she had purchased a Bible in the 
past year. Yet many don’t bother to 
read it. Respondents ages 18–29 
reported opening the Bible on aver-
age fewer than three times a year 
or never.

Against this backdrop, Bible Quiz 
stands in stark contrast. A disciple-
ship ministry of the Assemblies of 
God, Bible Quiz encourages teens 
not only to study the Scriptures but 
also to commit entire books of the 
New Testament to memory. And 
every year, students across the na-
tion take up the challenge.

Daniel Wagner, 
a high school se-
nior who attends 
Owasso (Okla.) 
Assembly of God, 
is among them. In 
his seven years of 
quizzing, Wagner 
has memorized 
14 books of the 
Bible. He and his 
three brothers, 
along with their 
teammates, have 
collectively won four national cham-
pionships since 2008.

Wagner is passionate about 
the gospel. He travels the globe 
preaching with his parents, who 

Quizzing for Life

“Life doesn’t always permit you 

to pull out a Bible on the spot, 

but when God’s Word is locked 

into your mind, it’s always with 

you.” — Abby Rogers

By Christina Quick

newsfeature 

Bible memorization ministry  
to teens is more than just a game
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Abby Rogers competes at a 2011 
tournament.
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als were equipped with His Word in 
every workplace and community in 
America?”

At 16 years of age, Abby Rog-
ers has an impressive Bible Quiz 
résumé. She led her Wesley Chapel 
(Fla.) Victorious Life Church (AG) 
team to a national championship 
in 2010 and has been both the 
Female Quizzer of the Year and 
the top-ranked national quizzer 
by points the past three years. But 
Rogers says she has garnered more 
than just trophies and titles.

“I absolutely love competition of 
any kind, so the quiz aspect really 
appeals to me,” says Rogers, who 
now quizzes at Cedar Park As-
sembly of God in Bothell, Wash. 
“However, becoming so well-versed 
in the Bible is what ultimately 
makes Bible Quiz worthwhile for 
me. Life doesn’t always permit you 
to pull out a Bible on the spot, but 
when God’s Word is locked into 
your mind, it’s always with you. This 
means you have constant access 
to the very words of God, which are 
free to guide, inspire, reassure and 
instruct you at any time.”

The skills and knowledge fos-
tered in Bible Quiz have helped 
participants achieve success in 

other competitive venues as well. 
Isaac Ward, a recent high school 
graduate who quizzed multiple 
years at First Assembly of God in 
Binghamton, N.Y., won the Junior 
Division of the National Bible Bee 
in 2009, earning a $50,000 schol-
arship. The National Bible Bee 
is a nondenominational contest 
unrelated to Bible Quiz.

Owasso’s Daniel Wagner and his 
two older brothers, Josh and Jesse, 
were contestants this year on The 
American Bible Challenge, a televi-
sion program on the Game Show 
Network hosted by comedian Jeff 
Foxworthy and featuring musical 
co-host Kirk Franklin. Contestants 
compete for more than $100,000 
in cash for their favorite charities. 

Kevin Wagner, the brothers’ 
father, coaches the Owasso Bible 
Quiz team and says developing a 
habit of Scripture memorization 
has benefited his entire family.

“I never did any legitimate mem-
orization until I was in my 40s and 
started memorizing with my boys in 
Bible Quiz,” says Wagner, who has 
committed nine books of the New 
Testament to memory. “Bible Quiz 
is the best thing any family can be 
involved in. It’s the best hobby you 

can have. It deepens your 
relationship with the Lord 
and keeps your heart and 
mind filled with the Word 
of God.”

Many former Bible 
quizzers now serve in 
ministry, including James 
T. Bradford, general sec-
retary of the Assemblies 
of God.

“Bible Quiz got me 
memorizing and studying 
God’s Word an hour a day 
as a teenager,” Bradford 
says. “It laid a substantial 
foundation for a life of 
ministry at a time when 

I was not headed for vocational 
ministry.”

Scott Berkey, national director of 
the Children’s Ministries Agency for 
the Assemblies of God, competed in 
Bible Quiz from 1992 to 1997 at Faith 
Assembly of God in Orlando, Fla.

“The verses I memorized and the 
friendships I formed while quizzing 
have had a tremendous impact 
on my life,” Berkey says. “I am so 
thankful for my time and experi-
ence with quizzing.”

Bible Quiz is open to students in 
sixth through 12th grades. The sea-
son beginning this fall will include 
eight books of the Bible: 1 and 2 
Timothy, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 
Titus and John’s three epistles..
CHRISTINA QUICK is a freelance writer and 
former Pentecostal Evangel staff writer. She 
has been involved with Bible Quiz for four years 
and coaches a national team from Central 
Assembly of God in Springfield, Mo.

Email your comments to pe@ag.org.

Jesse, Josh, and Daniel Wagner (left to right) of Owasso (Okla.) AG appear with Jeff Foxworthy 
on The American Bible Challenge.



Paul Shorb had no idea 
what he was getting him-
self into. In 2008, follow-
ing the advice of some 
friends, he opened a food 
bank at Faith Assembly 
of Lacey (Wash.). He 
handed out food from the 
back of his pickup truck 
on Sundays after church. 

“If someone had told 
me five years ago what 
we’d be doing today, I’d 
have said, ‘You’re crazy,’” 
says Shorb, a retired sol-
dier and now an Assem-
blies of God pastor.

From those modest be-
ginnings where a handful 
of people received help, 
Faith Harvest Helpers has 
grown into a worldwide 

outreach. With three 
food banks, a distribution 
center, and a partner-
ship with more than two 
dozen local churches, 
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Shorb’s outreach fed 
280,000 people last year.

“It’s about sharing food 
and giving hope,” Shorb 
says.

And it’s also about 
discipleship. With 400 
volunteers, Faith Harvest 
Helpers doubles as a food 
source for the needy and 
an outreach connection 
for Christians.

“We want to be spiritu-
ally mature, reproducing 
Christians,” Shorb says. 
“Washington is one of the 
least-churched states. 
We’re trying to change 
that.”

Volunteers at Harvest 
Helpers come in different 
shapes and ages. There’s 

the bushy-haired teen and 
the gray-haired senior.  

“It’s all about being will-
ing to help,” Shorb says. 

In addition to obtain-

ing food from grocery 
chains’ distribution cen-
ters (sometimes 7,000 
pounds of oatmeal or 
1,000 pounds of flour at 
a time), Shorb procures 
surplus salmon from local 
American Indian hatch-
eries. With the help of 
volunteers and a dozen 
pressure cookers, Harvest 
Helpers has canned as 
much as 60,000 pounds 
of salmon in one year.

By partnering with 26 
local churches, Shorb has 
expanded the outreach 
of Harvest Helpers and of 
congregations in the area. 

“We’re trying to get the 
churches active,” Shorb 
says. “For a small church, 
it’s hard to have a food 
program. But if we can 
help by giving food, that 
changes the whole thing.”

Shorb has found that 
attendance increases 
in churches that offer 
food to congregants and 
neighborhood residents.

“If befriended they start 

coming to church,” says 
Paul’s wife, Rose Shorb, 
who helps with the 
outreach. “We also found 
people in the church who 
really need it. But we 
want them to know that 
they’re receiving this food 
because of the love of 
God.”

In addition to filling 
stomachs, the Shorbs 
hope to fill spiritual 
needs. 

It’s an outreach that 
follows a simple equa-
tion — hunger plus food 
equals opportunity.

“The food opens the 
door to share the good 
news with others,” Rose 
Shorb says. “We’re not 
just a humanitarian out-
reach. We’re also wanting 
to feed spiritual needs.”

The Shorbs just com-
pleted Youth With a Mis-
sion discipleship training 
and hope to open an ag-
riculturally based YWAM 
center on 44 acres near 
Yelm, Wash..

newstrends
F A I T H  H A R V E S T  H E L P E R S

Local Food Bank Blossoms 
Into Worldwide Ministry
By Gail Wood

Paul and Rose Shorb believe they are in the discipleship business.

Faith Harvest Helpers receives surplus salmon from local 
Native American hatcheries for canning.
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The opinions expressed in this column do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Pentecostal Evangel or the Assemblies of God. This column contains quotations from a 
broad spectrum of people, including non-Christians.

T E X A S

Prison Ministry Receives 
Volunteer Service Award 

The “Day With Mom 
Program” operated by 
Calvary Commission of 
Lindale, Texas, has been 
awarded the 2013 Gov-
ernor’s Criminal Justice 
Volunteer Service Award.

Calvary Commission, led 
the past 36 years by As-
semblies of God endorsed 
chaplain Joe Fauss and his 
wife, Charlotte, started the 
program at the Lane Mur-
ray Unit women’s prison in 
Gatesville, Texas, in 2010. 

The program involves 
children of incarcerated 
women visiting for a day 
of food, games and prayer. 
For instance, older children 
play board games with 
their moms while younger 
ones play musical chairs 
and color. Calvary Com-
mission students, staff 
members and volun-
teers bring in pizza and 

homemade cookies. The 
outreach is designed to 
provide families the op-
portunity to develop and 
strengthen relationships.

“The older teenage boys 
cry just like the little kids 
when they run to see their 
mamas,” Fauss says. 

Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice Executive 
Director Brad Livingston 
said the Day With Mom 
Program personifies “a 
selfless dedication to 
helping offenders succeed 
both while incarcerated, 
and once they’re released.” 

Calvary Commission 
runs a similar Day With 
Dad Program annually. 
The ministry provides an 
environment that enables 
parolees to achieve their 
quest to stay out of prison, 
although many return for 
volunteer ministry..

“Oftentimes in the Christian conservative 
community, we are not expressing love of 
our fellow man. We can come across very 
harsh, too harsh. And I think these are les-
sons that we’ve already seen written about 
in the New Testament, when the religious 
leaders of the day, when Jesus was on the 
scene, ... had a very condescending view 
of sinners, people [who] didn’t measure 
up. We’ve got to be very careful now not to 
repeat that same mistake, because from 
where I sit there are two billboards that 
come out of the New Testament: salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and don’t become a 
Pharisee, a religious bigot.”
— Focus on the Family President Jim Daly on Religion 
& Ethics Newsweekly

“We quickly found that prominent motel 
owners wholeheartedly welcomed and 
supported this program and that their 
guests were appreciating finding the Gita.”
— Vaisesika Dasa, founder of the Motel Gita 
project, which has distributed 150,000 copies of the 
Bhadgavad-Gita, a Hindu holy book, to 1,100 hotels 
and motels, on CNN

“Covert racism is alive and well. I see it 
every day in subtle ways.”
— The Gloucester Institute President Kay Cole James 
in World

Texas official Brad Livingston 
(back row, from left) honors 
Joe and Charlotte Fauss for 
their volunteer efforts. Day 
With Mom Program volun-
teers who now are on the 
outside after serving time are 
(front row, from left) Julie 
Menasco, Maggie Grisso and 
Arquilla Greenhouse. 

E V A N G E L I S M

Vocalist Shea 
Dies at 104

George Beverly Shea, 
the booming baritone who 
sang to millions during 
evangelist Billy Graham’s 
crusades, died April 16 at 
age 104 in Charlotte, N.C.

Shea was well known as 
a gospel soloist before he 
joined Graham’s crusade 
team in 1947. He contin-

ued until Graham’s declin-
ing health ended most 
of the evangelist’s public 

appearances nearly 60 
years later.

Besides his distinctive 
voice, Shea was known 
for his trademark rendi-
tion of “How Great Thou 

Art” and his inspirational 
“The Wonder of It All.” He 
performed live before an 
estimated 200 million at 
crusades and recorded 
more than 70 albums.

Graham said at Shea’s 
100th birthday celebration 
in 2009 that he couldn’t 
have had a ministry with-
out Shea.

Shea received a Lifetime 
Achievement Grammy in 
2011. At age 23 he com-
posed the music to one of 
his best-known solos, “I’d 
Rather Have Jesus.”.
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Dennis Gaylor retired 
as national director of Chi 
Alpha Campus Ministries 
in April after 35 years.

During Gaylor’s tenure, 
Chi Alpha grew from 67 
chartered college cam-
pus ministries to 304, 
and from fewer than 60 
campus staff to 554 paid 
missionaries. While 5,866 
students were involved 
in Chi Alpha in 1978, 
the number has risen to 
24,254 today. 

Gaylor’s dream in the 
early going was to see 
young single men and 
women, married couples, 

C A M P U S  M I N I S T R Y

Dennis Gaylor Retires as  
National Chi Alpha Director

and families be able to 
conduct campus ministry 
as a full-time calling.

During the 1970s and 
early 1980s, newly gradu-
ated and radically saved 
individuals determined to 
stay on campus to share 
the good news with any 
who would listen and 
emerged as the first Chi 
Alpha ministers. 

When these campus 
ministers, most without 
credentials at the time, 
started Chi Alpha they 
were often misunderstood 
and marginalized by the 
church. Out of necessity, 

most were single, lived 
frugal lifestyles, drove used 
cars, and typically shared 
housing with roommates. 
They were seen as a mot-
ley crew wearing overalls 
and sandals, with long hair 
and beards. 

There was campus 
unrest and youth rebel-
lion against government, 
family, corporate America, 
and religion. This led to 
suspicion and disdain for 
young people who didn’t 
dress and behave like 
typical church people. 
After the Jesus Movement 
and Charismatic Renewal 
swept across America and 
brought revival to college 
campuses, youth and the 
church, Chi Alpha came 
of age. 

In 1986, Chi Alpha left 
National Youth Minis-
tries, where it had been 
since 1947, and moved to 
Assemblies of God U.S. 
Missions. This change ac-
celerated the growth and 
expansion of Chi Alpha. 
The national appoint-
ment of missionaries in 

1992 opened the way for 
men and women called 
to university missions to 
plant Chi Alpha minis-
tries on campuses and 
in states where they had 
never been. 

When Gaylor, 63, joined 
national Chi Alpha the 
budget was less than 
$100,000 per year. To-
day $15 million in annual 
revenue supports campus 
missionaries. In the past 
two years, more than 100 
recent graduates have 
participated in Chi Alpha 
internships.

Zollie Smith, AGUSM 
executive director, says he 
appreciates Gaylor and 
his wife, Barbara, tremen-
dously.

“They both have exem-
plified a loyal dedication 
to Chi Alpha, and they 
have never been with-
out zeal and passion for 
healthy, successful minis-
tries on the campuses of 
our country and beyond,” 
Smith says.

Smith has announced 
that Bob Marks, a long-
time member of the na-
tional Chi Alpha staff, will 
be the interim director..

acrossthefellowship
Southern Missouri: Frank Miller Reynolds, the first na-
tional Teen Challenge representative and the man who 
started the first Teen Challenge training center, died April 
9 in Springfield, Mo., at the age of 91.

In 1962 at Rehrersburg, Pa., Reynolds developed the 
men’s discipleship program that would become the model 

for Teen Challenge centers. Eleven years 
later, Reynolds moved to Springfield, Mo., at 
the request of the Assemblies of God Exec-
utive Presbytery to coordinate the develop-
ment of Teen Challenge centers across the 
country and to create training for leaders. As 
the first national representative, he traveled 
extensively to train Teen Challenge staff. He 
retired from national leadership in 1987.

“He was a very quiet and humble sort of 
a guy, but he had a love for the Lord and a love for peo-
ple,” says Jack Smart, president of Teen Challenge USA.

At the 50th anniversary celebration of Teen Challenge 
in 2008, ministry founder David Wilkerson told then na-
tional president Mike Hodges that without Reynolds, Teen 
Challenge never would have spread across the country 
the way it did..

Dennis Gaylor spent 35 years 
in Chi Alpha ministriy.
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U . S .  M I S S I O N S

MAPS Volunteers Serve 
in Multitude of Ways

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Movie Ratings 
Expanded

Missions America Place-
ment Service, a division 
of Assemblies of God U.S. 
Missions, provides opportu-
nities for volunteers to be-
come involved in ministry.

“RV Volunteers are 
dedicated Christian men 
and women from a wide 
variety of professional and 
vocational backgrounds 
who desire to use their 
skills and talents and are 
willing to give a few days 
or weeks each year to help 
with construction needs 
at Assemblies of God 
churches and related min-
istries all across the United 
States,” says Jerry Bell, U.S. 
MAPS director. 

However, Bell notes 
that the volunteering goes 
beyond construction.

“On many occasions 

they help out with local 
outreaches such as food 
and clothing distributions, 
or office or clerical work, or 
sometimes just be there to 
help out, no matter what 
the need is,” Bell says.

For the most part, MAPS 
volunteers have retired 
from the paid workforce 
but they still are working in 
project after project. They 
travel across the country 
with tools and supplies in 
their RVs.

These volunteers pay 
their own expenses and 
receive no remuneration 
for their labor. 

“But most will tell you, 
the benefits of offering 
their services to help oth-
ers, of investing them-
selves in the building of 
the kingdom of God, of 

The Motion 
Picture As-
sociation of 
America has 
announced 
changes to its 

movie rating system, 
saying it wants to help 
parents make informed 
decisions at the multiplex.

The new system, 
rolled out as the “Check 

the Box” campaign, will 
include prominent and 
detailed descriptions 
explaining why a movie 
received its rating. Films 
that might previously have 
been stamped PG-13 with 
a throw-away sentence 
beneath the rating will 
now feature extensive 
descriptions in large font 
next to the ratings code.

The MPAA began issu-
ing ratings descriptions 
for every film rated PG or 
higher in 1990.

Conservative groups 
have for years accused 
the MPAA of “ratings 

creep,” a ratcheting down 
of ratings in the interest 
of profits, so that material 
once considered a PG-13 
now gets a PG and what 
once was an R is now a 
PG-13.

“I am not moved,” said 
Tim Winter, president of 
the Parents Television 
Council. “A cynical view 
of the announcement 
is, ‘How can the MPAA 
protect themselves and 
continue a toxic level of 
violence, especially in PG-
13 movies, while providing 
themselves cover from all 
the scrutiny?’”.

the friends and relation-
ships they establish across 
the country, far outweigh 
any of the expenses,” Bell 
says.  “They travel with 

a purpose.  Their motto 
is ‘Building Churches – 
Changing Lives.’”

June 23 is U.S. MAPS day 
in the AG..

“Most Religious”  
Metropolitan Areas

Provo-Orem, Utah: 77 percent 
Montgomery, Ala.: 64 percent
Jackson, Miss.: 64 percent
Birmingham-Hoover, Ala.: 56 percent
Huntsville, Ala: 55 percent
Holland-Grand Haven, Mich.: 55 percent
Greenville-Maudlin-Easley, S.C.: 55 percent
Augusta, Ga.-Richmond County. S.C.: 55 percent
Ogden-Clearfield, Utah: 55 percent

“Least Religious” 
Burlington-South Burlington, Vt.: 17 percent
Boulder-Colo.: 17 percent
Manchester-Nashua, N.H.: 22 percent
Portland-South Portland-Biddeford, Maine: 
22 percent
Santa Rosa-Petaluma, Calif.: 23 percent
San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont, Calif.:  
24 percent
Eugene-Springfield, Ore.: 24 percent

— Gallup poll, citing Americans who say religion is important part of 
daily life and they attend religious services regularly
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Each week, The First One Hun-

dred collects archived material 
from the Pentecostal Evangel’s 
first 100 years of publication. The 
following excerpts echo this week’s 
examination of sin and salvation.

The blood-bought children of God 
need to know this glorious secret. It 
is in truth an open secret to all who 
are taught of God, and yet it is veiled 
to so many who are true believers, 
and go on living a sad up and down 
life of “sinning and repenting,” day 
after day, when the knowledge of 
the “secret” would admit them into 
constant victory, unbroken peace, 
deep satisfaction and rest!

But what is the secret? It is 
summed up in two brief sentences 
— In Him all the fullness! “Christ IN 
YOU ... glory!” (Colossians 1:19,27).

— Author Unnamed; Feb. 1, 1936;  
“The Glorious Secret”

The Scripture speaks of the blood 
as washing — the washing of the 
blood that cleanses away every 
stain, every blemish of sin until it 
is absolutely erased. It speaks of 
redemption. We are redeemed out 
of the slave market of sin and we 
become God’s servants. God’s chil-
dren, God’s heirs through the blood 
of Jesus Christ. That precious blood 
speaks of peace, for without it there 
could be no reconciliation between 
God and His estranged creature. 
Man has been defiant, rebellious, 
belligerent, disobedient, and has run 
far from his Creator, but that sacrifi-
cial blood brings us back into recon-
ciliation with our Heavenly Father. As 
He looks upon the blood that was 
spilled on Calvary, He forgives us.
— Wesley R. Steelberg on Revivaltime; 

June 24, 1951; “The Speaking Blood”

“Instant salvation” is a term some 
use with disdain. “As though one 

could be a sinner one moment and 
a saint the next!” they object.

But without fear of contradiction, 
we assert that one may be without 
eternal life at one moment, and pos-
sess eternal life at the next. For the 
Bible says, “He that believeth on the 
Son hath eternal life” (John 3:36) — 
has it the moment he believes. That 
is to say, he has it in principle and in 
germ. As by taking the acorn in my 
hand, I have the oak that is to be, be-
cause the tree is wrapped up in the 
seed, so the moment I accept Christ 
I have eternal life which is in Christ. 
“And this is the record, that God hath 
given unto us eternal life, and this life 
is in His Son. He that hath the Son 
hath life” (1 John 5:11).

— A.J. Gordon, Messenger of Peace; 
July 12, 1970; “Saved in 3 Minutes”

People sometimes ask, “How much 
faith must I have to become a Chris-
tian? Must I understand all the Bible?”

I think we can find an answer in 
the words Jesus spoke to Barti-
maeus, the blind beggar. He said 
to him, “Thy faith hath made thee 
whole” (Mark 10:52).

Bartimaeus knew Jesus was 
passing by, though he could not 
see Him, and he cried out, “Jesus, 
thou son of David, have mercy on 
me.” When Jesus asked him what 
he wanted, he replied, “Lord, that I 
might receive my sight.”

Jesus granted his request and said, 
“Thy faith hath made thee whole.”

Was Bartimaeus a Bible scholar? 
Did he understand all about Christ 
and His divine mission? No, he prob-
ably knew very little about Jesus 
except that He was a miracle worker 
who claimed to be sent from God. 
Bartimaeus had just enough faith (1) 
to believe that the Lord could help 
him, and (2) to cry out..

— J.P. McCamey; March 8, 1981;  
“How Much Faith Does a Man Need?”
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George P. Brown, 92

Bakersfield, Calif. 

Herman E. Cunningham, 87
Lewiston, Idaho

Edwin E. Eliason, 88
Grass Lake, Mich. 
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O’Fallon, Mo. 

Orville F. Whitacre, 89
Phenix City, Ala. 
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Paradise, Calif. 
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By Christina Quick

Bicycles
Use a plain index card to make 
a custom license plate for your 
bicycle. Print your name or plate 
number with a marker. Laminate 
your plate with clear adhesive 
paper. Use chenille wire to hang 
it from the back of your bike. 
Practice below.

 

®

Sponsored in part by 

bgmc.ag.org 

Can you ride a bicycle? Today 
there are bicycles for kids of all 

ages — big bikes, small bikes and bikes with training wheels. But in 
1817 the bicycle hadn’t yet been invented. Around that time Baron 
von Drais built a two-wheeled wooden machine to help him get 

around his garden in Germany. Though it looked 
like a bicycle, it had no pedals. Instead, it had to 
be pushed along with the feet. It was called a 
hobbyhorse, and it wasn’t very fast or useful.

Pedals were added in 1865 to create a machine 
called a velocipede. That word means “fast foot.” 
But the speedier ride had its problems. There 
were no rubber tires in those days. Imagine taking 
a wooden bike with metal wheels for a spin on a 
bumpy cobblestone road. No wonder some peo-
ple called this new invention “the boneshaker.”

Around 1870 metal bikes with rubber tires were 
built. But they didn’t look much like today’s bicycles. The huge front 
wheel was high off the ground, and the rider sat directly above it. 
This was a dangerous arrangement. Any small bump in the road 
could send the rider tumbling headlong toward the ground. Most 
people couldn’t afford to ride anyway. The bike would have cost the 
average worker six months’ wages.

A later design was advertised as a safety bicycle. The huge wheel 
was located in the back with a smaller one in front. It was still quite 
a balancing act, but the new bike didn’t tip forward as easily.

By the end of the 1800s bicycles looked more like today’s models. 
They also became more affordable. Soon people everywhere were 
zipping around on bikes.

In many parts of the world today, bicycles are as common on the 
road as cars and trucks. Some missionaries use bicycles to travel 
from place to place and tell people about Jesus. A ministry called 
Speed the Light provides vehicles missionaries need to get around. 
Speed the Light buys cars, motorcycles, bicycles, airplanes, boats, 
and even donkeys and camels for missionaries to use.

You can be a missionary in your neighborhood. Wherever you go — 
on foot or by bike — you can tell other kids about Jesus.

“[Jesus] said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to all creation’” (Mark 16:15, NIV).

Try this!

know?
Sem Abrahams holds the record for riding the tallest unicycle. He 

rolled 28 feet on a giant unicycle that stood more than 114 feet tall.

Christian tightrope performer Nik Wallenda once rode a bicycle 

across a 235-foot-long high wire suspended 128 feet above the 

ground.

did you

Why 
can’t an 
elephant 
ride a  
bicycle?
It doesn’t have 
a thumb to ring the bell.

What’s the hardest thing for 
someone learning to ride a 
bike?
The pavement.
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Two-wheel riding

laughs
JUST FOR

Prize!
Learn all about space with the 
book What’s Out There? Fill out 
the online form at pe.ag.org by July 
6, or mail an entry form by that 
date to What’s Out There? Book 
Giveaway, Pentecostal Evangel, 
1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield, 
MO 65802. Include a daytime 
phone number and your parent or 
guardian’s permission to enter. 
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Whenever you are arrested and 
brought to trial, do not worry be-
forehand about what to say. Just 
say whatever is given you at the 
time, for it is not you speaking, but 
the Holy Spirit. (Mark 13:11, NIV)

Jesus never promised His dis-
ciples immunity from trouble or 
deliverance from trial. But He does 
give us two anchors that steady us 
in the turbulence.

First, we are not to be anxious. 
“Don’t worry beforehand,” Jesus 
says. How do you do that? How 
can you not be anxious when facing 
dreadful circumstances? Because 
you are there for a higher purpose 
— to represent the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. You’re not there just 
for your own honor or safety. You 
are on assignment for Him. It’s not 
what happens to you that is para-
mount, it’s whether what happens 
to you honors Him and advances 
His kingdom!

We need to take seriously Jesus’ 
words about anxiety. I know for 
many of us this is not an easy thing 
to do. But if we have not discovered 
the means to have peace in our ev-
eryday life (Matthew 6:25-34), then 
we will really have high distress in 
more horrific moments.

The prophet Jeremiah put it this 
way: “If you have raced with men 
on foot and they have worn you 
out, how can you compete with 
horses?” (Jeremiah 12:5). Jeremiah 
knew a greater trial was coming 
than a race on foot. 

Second, we are to be confident 
the Holy Spirit will give us the 
words to say. Look at what hap-
pened to Pastor Mehdi Dibaj, martyr 
for the gospel in Iran in 1994. See 
how the Holy Spirit helped him with 
the words to say.

Dibaj had spent over nine years 
in prison solely because he was 

a Christian. For two and a half of 
those years, he was in solitary: a 
space no larger than 4 feet by 4 feet.

Near the end of his time of im-
prisonment, Dibaj was told by his 
prison commander, “You are an 
old man. You are 60 years old. You 
have gray hair. You have been here 
10½ years. Once say ‘no’ to Christ, 
and we will release you. Once. Only 
once with your words. You may 
keep your Christian faith in your 
heart.”

Dibaj answered: “There is a long 
time until I become 120 years old. 
And if you keep me another 60 
years, I’m not going to deny my 
Lord.”

This same commander asked him 
on another occasion: “If you see 
Jesus in a dream and Jesus tells you 
that ‘After Me another prophet will 
come. Follow him.’ What would you 
say to Jesus?”

Dibaj answered: “I’ll fall on my 
knees. I’ll cry and I’ll say, ‘Lord Jesus. 
If You want to send me to hell, 
please do so. If You want to execute 
me, please do so. Do whatever You 
will. But, please don’t send me 
away from You to another person.’”

How could Dibaj say things like 
that? Because Jesus’ promise was 
true for him — the Holy Spirit gave 
him what to say in the moments he 
needed it.

It’s the same for you. Are you 
going through a trial right now? 
Would you take some moments to 
shut yourself in with Jesus and ask 
the Holy Spirit to give you a word to 
speak to your situation at this very 
moment? He will!.
DR. GEORGE O. WOOD is general superinten-
dent of the Assemblies of God. Visit On Your 
Mark at pe.ag.org for a link to On Your Mark 
video and audio podcasts.

Email your comments to pe@ag.org.

Lord Jesus, help me to rely on 

You today, trusting the Holy 

Spirit to give me the right 

words at the right time for 

every need I face.

 WARNING AND  
PROMISE

onyourmark George O. Wood,
General Superintendent

T H E  G O S P E L  O F  A C T I O N

A prayer  of  response



The July 14, 2013, Pentecostal Evangel will look back at 
100 YEARS  of ministry with an eternal impact. 

Don’t miss the Pentecostal Evangel

P e n t e c o s t a l

CENTENNIAL
EDITION

Co p i e s  a re  o n ly  2 5  ce n ts  ea c h  w i t h  a  m i n i m u m  p u rc h ase  o f  5 0. Cost  i s  5 0  ce n ts  a p i e ce 
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It’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
issue of a magazine that 
has reached generations.
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Jesus Christ. Please send me a FREE  
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 For further help, contact the 
Assemblies of God church near you.

What is God’s vision for your ministry?
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