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We thank Thee, Lord 

For bread-Olal /i ulI/blcst of 
life's neces.'iities: 
and wh ich sOli/el i/fie .... 
lhe poor have 1I0t: 

A neljO)' Je.'wf'i, 
Uw Btead of /. Ife; 
U'UC bread (rom he(welt, 
(l 1)(tilable to all. 

For l igltt-thal d(wmin{J l ight 
wil ichjilten; lhrolt{Jh 
the (/(trkues.<; of 'light 
in th e earil/lIlOI'niug; 

A I/(l /01- Je.')I(s, 
the l.ight of the uJorld. 

Forj10111crs-lhat t({ke f'oot 
fronl our plauled seed.'i 
to brill{J us joy ill bioolll: 

A nd for JCSIl,'j 

lhe Rose of Sh(lI'Oll, 

the !.Aly of the Valley, 
lhe One altogether lovely. 

For doors-that open up 
life 's oppo)'lnnitie.<;: 

A ndlor J esus who !mid, 
"I am the dool'; 
by II/e {( any IIlal! clller ill, 
he shall be saved. 
and shall go in and Ollt. 
alldjhul p(U,(ure," 

For tlw B ibLe-Ole wl'We n Word 
which i .... (l lamp to o/H'leel 
and a light Ilnto Ollr /Xlllt; 

And for J eSIlS, 
the Word who was made .flesh 
and dwelt among !(.'i , 

and who will neve)' (eace ItS, 

Fo)' family-lor sons and daughter.'), 
for grandch ildren, 
j(n- mothers and fathers, 
husbands (Uui wives; 

And /01' J esus, 
onr E ldCl' Brolher, 
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Fo)' the f:W.-1/-.')lreamilig throllgh 
our windows, 
bl'ightel~ing dark comers : 

Ih ul jor J esus, 
the Sun of R ighteousness. 

Fo r water-awl Quenches 
our llth'sl and 
cleans the .')oil of the 
wOI'kaday world from 010' bodies: 

And jor J e.')ll .') , 
the Uving Water: 
the One who cieallses /1.,) 

fl'olll all un1'ighteoI18Iles.'). 

For f)'iends-who 8t(wd with 1t8 

to cOlujort and help us: 
Andjor J esus, 
the Friend of SilO/US , 

the ':f)'iend Owl sticketh 
closer than (I brother." 

Fol' all this, 
(t)ul.lOr so much mOl'e, 

o Lord, we thank Thee , 
- M ILl)!lEI) /I.. Sn'('K in Wesleya/l Adl'OC(ile 
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A false prophet in 1979 
is as dangerous as one in the Bible 

HOW TO TELL FALSE PROPHETS 

H istory orret'S a )'ecord of oracles 
predicting the future. 

T he clever ones hedged their bets 
and spoke from both sides of their 
mouths. 

Before .\'laxent ius left Rome to 
meet Constantine in that famous bat­
tle on the banks of the Tiber . he con­
;mlted the Sibylline books. A hi sto­
rian r ecords: "The gUi,U'dians of these 
ancient oracles WCl'e as well vC l'sed in 
the arts of this \vol'lc! as they were 
ignorant of the secrets of fate; and 
they relUrneci him :1 very prudent 
answer, which might adapt itself to 
the event, and secure theil' reputa­
tion, whatever should be the out­
come." 

However, they failed to cover the 
fact Lh<lt J"'laxentius was drowned in 
the t'1ver! 

It is always dangerous and costly 
to speculate, to go out on a limb, 
Foreknowledge is needed to foretell 
accurately. 

Three tests apply, 
F'irst, no on e can s uccessful!y 

fot'et.ell that which he or she does not. 
foreknow. 

Seconcl, no one can foreknow fu­
ture events t.o which past events fUl'­
nish no key , unless aided by divine 
foresight. 

Hi story does cast shadows . A 
careful collating and comparing of 
trends can lay t.he basis for l'ather 
accurate foreca st. ing, Like causes 
produce like effects . Gut whe n past 
events furnish no key, then divine 
foresight is necessary . A guess at the 
future, however wise it appears, may 
not prove to be correct. 

Third, t.he more such fOt 'ecasting 
deals in details, the less possible is it 
to be ~lccollllted as the ft'uit of conjec­
tu re, Every additional detail pre­
dicted compounds the gdmble, and 
the dsk of failure increases. 

Bible prophecy stands alone, UI1-

chaltenged, in its accuracy in predict­
ing what would come to pass. God's 
servants accurately i(wetold events 

of a remote future, events which bear 
no likeness to past occurrences. They 
fo retold with minute accuracy and 
precision. 

Sometimes they WIve 40 0 1' 50 de­
tails, If just one of those details had 
proven inaccurate. the whole 
prophecy wou ld have failed. \-Vhen all 
are fulfilled , the testimonv is that 
such pt'ophecy was di vinel ,\' inspired. 

It is easier t.o counterfeit a miracte 
than a prophecy. That is why Pete r 
stated, "We have also a more sure 
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
weI! that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a (!;.u'k place, until the 
day dawn, and the clay-s tar arise in 
yoUl' hem·ts" (2 Peter 1: 19), 

Time will expose error, fraud , or 
impudent presumption in an.v false 
pt'ophecy. The Bible stands or fal! s 
by this test. Marvelous is the vari­
ety, extent, and number of Bible 
prophecies, yet not one of its predic­
tions has ever failed! 

Scripture invites the sc ru tiny and 
decision of history. 

Besides this, tbere is an un­
matched boldness in the Bible. 

Take paganism and mythology for 
examples, They endeavored to bol ­
s tel' themselves by claiming to 
fOI'esee. Theit, effol,ts are pitiful, T he 
ends they se rved were often personal 
and selfish, Such forecast ing leaned 
heavily toward the box-offic e and 
coffers, 

No Bible I))'ophecy is hesitant, am­
biguous, or equivocal. There are no 
apologies . "For the prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man: but. 
holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter 
1 :21). 

Since t he Holy Spiri t is the source 
of Bible prophecy , we mu st be 
cat'eful to label ou r s peculations what. 
they are-specuiations. One should 
be especially cal'eful about claiming 
inspiration. 

A pt'ophet primarily is "one who 
brings to light." He or she is a person 

By C. M. WARD 

who unfold:::- the hidden things of 
God. 

The Holy Spirit furni:-:hes in::iight, 
which is even more impot'Wnl than 
fvre:;ight, A true prophet will reject 
any unsound teaching e\'en if a popu­
la r propagandist of <l cul't'ent fad 
reinli)t'ces his or her teaching with 
wonders and pl'edictions, 

T he warning has been postcd early 
in the history of the ehUl'ch: "Be­
loved, belic\'e nOt eVe t' .\' s pirit, but 
ll'y the spiri ts whether they '.\I 'e of 
God: because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world" (1 John 
·1: I). 

Moses had written God's wOl'(ls on 
the subject eat'lier: .. Bu t the prophet. 
which sha ll presume to speak a word 
in my name, which I have not com­
manded him to speak. or that shall 
speak in the name of other gods, eve n 
that prophet shall die, And if thou 
say in t hine heart. How SI11111 we 
know t he word which the Lord hath 
not s poken? wb en a prophet 
speaketh in the name of the Lord , if 
the thing follow not, nor come to 
pass, that is the thing which the LOt'd 
hath not spoke n, but t he prophet 
hath spoken it presumptuously: thou 
shal t not be afl'aid of him" 
(Deuteronomy 18:20-22), 

Jesus himself warned that "false 
prophets shall l'ise, and shall show 
signs and wondcl's, to seduce, if it 
were possible, even the elect" (i\'lark 
13:22). 

PaIse prophets feed and prosper 
on the gullible. They lead astray and 
will be judged by God for t he il' influ­
ence and e ffect UI)Qll others, 

Let us follow t.he "more su re word 
of prophecy" that Peter wrote about. 
Only God knows all the future. We 
are safe in His hands. <:!5& 
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Felix trembled whet! Paul 
"reasoflccl of righi commess, temper­
(IIICe, and judgment to come, " 

STANDING TRUE IN 
PERILOUS TIMES 

"This know also, Owl in the las t day.:; 
perilous t illl.cs s lwll come" (2 
Timoth,v 3: 1). 

I n picturing end-lime conditions as 
"perilous times" the Holy Spirit 
chose the same w01'(1 t hat descl'ibes 
LwO demoniacs in Matthew 8:28. The 
Greek word ]'endel'ed "exceeding 
fierce" in that VCl'se is translated 
"pedlous" in 2 Timothy 3:l. 

It was dangel"OUS to go near those 
de rnoniacs. Their strength was be­
yond the natural, and they could 
have overpowered anyone. Gl'eal 
physical harm- I)I'obably death­
would htlve been the fate of those 
fooli sh enough 1..0 corne Ileal' the 
demon-possessed pair. 

The entire thil'd chapter of Second 
Timothy is a tract fo J' end-time 
Chl-is lians. The picture of prevailing 
moral conditions is chilling. It is an 
expanded description of the days just 
before the Flood when "God saw t hat 
the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that eve ry imagina­
tion of the t houghts of hi s heart was 
onl y evil continually" (Genesis 6:5). 

Such a uni vel'sal bl'eakdown of all 
ban'iers makes the whole world an 
unsafe place physically, mOI'ally, and 
spiritually, 

The human race is having a taste 
now of these pel'ilous times, and the 
s ituation is becoming almost impos­
s ible to cope with. Law enforcement 
agencies, gover nment at all levels, 
schools , homes- eve r y human in­
stitution is beleaguered, 

T he word te}')"Q1'ism I'ecurs in the 
news constantly, Evel'y foundation 
appears to be crumbling, 

One of the strange aspects of the 
end t imes is that despite apostasy 
and anarchy, "religion" will not dis­
appeal', But it is well described by 
t he Spirit as only a form (21'imothy 
3,5). 

The passage lists several char ac­
teristics of those embracing this I'e­
ligious form: 

1. They despise those who are 
good (v. 3). 

2, They love pleasul'es mOl'e than 
they love God (v . 4), 

3, They renounce the kind of god-

liness that has life-changing powel' 
( v. 5). 

4, They I'esist the t ru th (v, 8), 
5. They have corruptminds(v, 8), 
6. They are reprobate concerning 

the faith; that is, they fail the test of 
tl"Ue faith (v, 8) . 

Such a religion does nothing to 
stem the tide of moral depI'avity. In 
fact, it encourages it. Men who cling 
to a fonn of godl iness while indulging 
in every kind of sin are a much great­
er th reat to the truth than those who 
make no religious profession at all. 

The Scripture indicates that once 
the momentum of this end-time 
breakdown is in full swing, it will 
continue to accelerate, for "evil men 
and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse" (v, 13). 

The S pirit then focuses on the 
atmosphere of deception, warning it 
wi ll be a vicious circle s ince the de­
ceivers themselves al'e deceived . 

Deception in spiritual matters is 
the deadliest of all, and signs of this 
condition are everywhere. Never 
have so many people been I'Unning in 
so many directions in search of some 
kind of religion. Many are looking for 
one that makes no demands on them, 
and this kind abounds today, Eastern 
religions, the occult, Satanism, as-

By KENNETH D. BARNEY 

trology, witchcraft- -and we must in­
clude apostate Chdstianity- all are 
playing their pa l' t in deceiving and 
being deceived. 

Too seldom is the clarion note of 
cleady defined, Scripturally based 
t ruth being heard in these perilous 
times . 

After noting that a hall'ed of those 
who are good will be evident in the 
last days, Paul warns further that 
"all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution" (v. 
12). 

This does not sound strange to 
C hristians in some parts of the world 
today, but it may be hard for Chris­
t ians in America to comprehend, Not 
only is the Church not being perse­
cuted here; it is enjoying apparent 
favor with nearly evel'yone, 

Perhaps this verse should cause us 
to do some soul searching. Is the ab­
sence of persecution due to OUI' mes­
sage containing little I'efe rence to 
si n, judgment, holiness, and other 
themes that do not strike a reSIXl!1-
sive chord in rebellious hear ts? 

F'elix trembled when Paul 
"I'easoned of righteousness, temper­
ance, and judgment to come" (Acts 
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24:25). Ha ve we soft-pedaled such 
truths because we would rather )1<l\'e 
sinnel's' applause? 

The way Anita Bryant has been 
maligned shows what can happen 
when a Chri stian takes a strong posi­
tion concerning sin. She has faced 
much verbal abuse, and some of her 
income was cut off because of her 
coul'ageous stand. 

A Texas evangelist who preached 
against homosexuality had his TV 
program taken off the air. 

Persecution often assumes subtle 
form s, and these can be as devastat­
ing as physical mist l'eatment. No 
doubt about it- Paul said the last 
days will be rougb 011 believe!'s who 
stand their ground openly for truth 
and righteousness . 

What shall a Chl'istian do in peril­
ou s times? SUrl'ender? Conform? 
Cower? Worry? 

Against the dark background of 
the end-t ime picture Paul suddenly 
sounded this call : "Continue thou in 
the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of" (v. 14). 
Turn away from the siren voices of 
easy religion and hold fa st to that 
which has stooel the test of the cen­

. turies . The WOl'd of God is the Chris­
tian's stronghold , no matter how 
fierce the times become, 

The Scriptures not only show us 
the way of salvation; they al so teach 
us the way of righteousness after 
salvation, By continuing in the Word 
we build a fil'm doctl'inal foundation, 
We understand the way God wants 
us to walk day by clay, 

I f we deviate from the straigh t 
path, the Word conects us and gets 
us back on course, It quiets our fears 
and strengthens us for the toughest 
stl'Uggles, 

Every Chl'istian needs to major in 
the Bible because we are tempted to 
make all kinds of compromises and 
follow easier paths. Many avenues 
promise less self-discipli ne than fol­
lowing the Word in its Simplicity. But 
we must decline these easy ways and 
stay with the Bible pattern, even 
though it is more costly. 

We al'e caught in the middle of the 
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Healed of Crahn 's d isease 

FOH NEAHLY 2 veal'S I suffered 
with Crohn's di sease, a painful dis· 
ease of the intestines, and endured 
the man." chl'onic conditions that ac­
company it, 

I had su rgery to l'emOVe the dis­
ease f!'om my body, but it didn't com­
pletel.v resolve the problems. I con­
tinued to have stomach cn1mp::;, 
weight loss , and an unaccountable 
blood loss. 

I visited my doctor once a week. 
He kept telli ng me Crohn's disease is 
rather nu'e and the cause is un­
known, so they attempt to treat the 
symptoms. 

He experimented with innumera­
ble presc ri ptions, but nothing com­
pletely took care of the problems. If 
the medic ine wOl'ked, I would h~lve 
side effects from it. I f the medicine 
didn't cause side effects, it didn't hel p 
me. 

La te!' I had 3 fee t of intestines re­
moved, but I had problems just the 
same and continued to \'i sit my doc­
tor regula!'!y. 

Later I consulted a specialist. He 
confirmed it was likely I would con­
tinue to have disease-l'elated prob­
lems and said it was highly probable 
the disease would turn up in another 
place in my body, 

Then in Apl'il 1978 I accepted the 
LOl'd as my personal SavioUl'. About 
a month hlter I attended a Wednes­
day night service, and I began think­
ing about healing. 

After the meeting I asked PastOl' 
Land when the next healing service 
would be, Ol' ifhe knew of one I could 
attend, He said, "You don't have to 
go to a special service, Rhonda," and 
began shal'ing ScriptUl'e verses with 
me about Jesus healing people. 

final confl'ontation between good and 
evil. The perils of the last days will be 
the worst the Church has ever faced. 

But Gocl's people have come 
through perilous times before. By 
God's grace we can withstand in the 
evil day, and having clone all, still be 
standing when the battle is over . 

6G 

When he read Isaiah 53:4,5 to me 
and came to the words, "And with his 
stl'ipes we "H'e healed," I asked what. 
the sl!'ipes were. He explained that. 
J esus had been lashed with straps 
that had pieces of metal tied to them, 
and these made wound s in His back. 

I began tocry when I l'Calized what 
had been done to my Lord and that he 
had actually gone through all that fOl ' 
Ille. As I wept, I felt a fil'e go through 
me. Then I looked at my pl1stor. and 
he said . "Y ou know, you can be 
healed right now." 

I just smiled and said, " I think I 
already am." 

The next day I threw my pl'e::iCl'ip­
lions away, I had been scheduled for 
tests for 2 weeks later. They tUnled 
out negative, and the doctor said, 
"There is nothing wrong with you." 

Si nce t hen I ha ve received many 
healings for headaches, colds, SOl'e 
tlll'oats, sinus infections, etc. I thank 
my LOl'd for paying the pl'ice so that 
we can be healed through faith. ­
Rhonda J. Demos, For t Walton 
Beach, Fla. 

(E ndorsed by Pastol' William C. 
Lmul, £' v(tngelistic Centre/Asse m­
blyofGod. Fort Wa/ton Beoch, FilL) 



Wanderlust got the best of him 
and he lost his way. 
Then he came upon a unique camp 

LOST IN ALASKA 
L iving in AhlSk"l hal' been a great 
adventll l'c. Climbing rugged moun­
tains, fishing in cl'ystal streams, 
canoeing exciting rivers-it was ev­
erything I c:q>cctcd, and more. 

But these thj n h~ didn't satisfy the 
deep desi res of my heart. 

Before coming to Alaska in 1971 J 
had drifted fo J' 5 yeal's from one state 
to anot he r , t rying to find t hat some­
t hing that was missing. I thought I 
could fi nd happi ness in seei ng new 
sig hts, so I visited Lhc Grand 
Can yo n, Ye ll owstone Pa r k, and 
other fabulous places. After seeing 
all these h'TC<lt Sights J wasn'l.. any 
happie r. 

I would make plans to move on, for 
I was neve r sali;.; fied to !ita ,v in one 
place very long. 

One day in VC l'IllOllt I was talki ng 
to an elderly lady. Shc askcd what 
plans I had, so I began to te ll her I 
hO I>cd to go to Minnesota ~lIld buy 
some la nd , I n he r ge ntle way she told 
me it doesn't matte r how far a person 
t ravels: hc can nevcr nm away from 
his problems, I undcl':;;tood . bu t I 
didn't know where to t urn to find so· 
Jution!';, No OIl C ever told me that 
,J e~lU s Christ is the answer! 

I n the local bal' one night a friend 
told me he and anothcl' fellow were 
going to Alaska. Within 5 minutes I 
s..'l.id I was with them, and we began 
to make phms. It was a fascinating 
prospect! All else LOok a backse<ll a~ I 
thought of going to Alaska! 

When we got thcrc, I found a job 
and soon fell into a familial' rut. We 
would go pl<lCCS on weekends and 
have fun, but the wceks in between 

By BILL NOYES 

H/"UII.rJelist P(wl lIi1d ( r igh t) chat.if 
with flit/ .Voges. rhe lIi1ds m et lJili this 
Slimm er while I111' ,,;fj t erillg at th e 
Almlkn Dist rict Chi/(Well·.if Camp at Lit­
tle LJetlf 'e r C(lf1/P.rJ/"o IIff(/.~ "orth of A ,,­
cJlOl"U.rJe, lie sairllJill ;fj (/ gre(lt afjset 10 
the camp starr. 

While ;11 Alaska the /l ild.if Sl)()ke ;1/ 
three gouth camp,~ ami revi vals ami a 
childrell 'fj rOlllldllp. Ji ang were savell, 
filled with Ihe Spi r;t . (l lId helped dill'; IIg 
the meetingi/ , 

;;Some C(W1 fX' I'S ('(Ime 1,000 miles at a 
coM of $500 for a;r fare (wd fees," 
f]ro ther f lild sa id . " I II oll e camp 
everyone (, flm e by plallc, IVlwl a ""I/gel' 
for the Word and for ChriMirlll fellow­
ship!" 

were <llw<lYs too long, I would be 
making plans for the next weekend 
even before we got back to town. 

Two months went by, and I was 
laid off. I didn't mind. I was bored 
with working. I moved to <lll aban­
doned cabin 50 miles out of Anchor­
age. 

Li fe was beautiful! I would get up 
with t he sun and go to sleep afte r it 
went down. There were no clocks, no 



responsibilities, no wor r ies . 
thought J had finally found peace of 
mind. 

T hen as I looked ovel" a map of t he 
ai'ea , wande rlu st got the best of me. 
T he ne xt. day I set out fo r Bea\'e r 
Lake, about a 2-mile wa lk f1'om the 
cabin. Wi t h map a nd gun in hand I 
walked 3 or 4 miles : then J checked 
t he ma p and couldn 't dec ide where I 
was, I didn't know east fl'om west. 

I wal ked mOI'e miles, until I found 
a lake. I walked around it looking for 
a road. A t ru ck approached, so I 
stopped it and asked t he drivel' for 
directions, but he couldn't help. He 
see med as lost as J was. 

I con ti nued dow n t he roa d a nd 
eventually I had t he same view of t he 
mountain as I had a t t he cabin . I 
reasoned t ha t if I would \\'alk 
s traig ht for t he mountain , I would 
end up a t t he cabin. So off into the 
wood s J we nt. over fall e n t r ees, 
through swamps. But somehow I felt 
confused, 

I heard sounds as of a man building 
a house and t urned to go in t hat di ­
rection. As I did so, I had a strange 
feelin g, as if someone el se was push­
mg me, 

I wa lked t hl'ough a swampy area 
and across a stream. Ahead of me I 
saw a unique place. It was some ty pe 
of a camp, but no one was in s ight. 1 
decided it was vacant unt il I heal'd 
the noi se of bui ldin g. I walked on and 
found a Illan building 11 porch on a 
house in t he camp. Whe n I asked the 
man for directioll s, he told me how to 
get back to the cabin. 

But I was 10<lthe to leave, fo r thi s 
camp appealed to me. There was 
something about it that I liked , I 
as ked what t ype of a camp this was , 
He told me it was an Assemblies of 
God camp, anel in the same breath he 
said r was welcome to attenel it! J was 
shocked! Why would he as k me to go 
to a church camp? 

I was told that t hi s camp was fo r all 
ages , and that the next activity 
would begin July 1. This caught my 
attention, fo r July 1 has always been 
an important date in my life- many 
things have happened on the day . 

I asked what the camp would cost 
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Another word study from the Hebrew 

SINNING BY MISTAKE 

By Dr. STANLEY M. HORTON 
Professor, Theology Division, Assemblies of God Graduate School 

D id you ever do something wrong 
without l'ealizing it until after it \\'as 
done'? Did you ever say, ;; 1 d idn 't 
mean to do it"? 

The Hebrew has a word ( ,<;lwg(lg) 
meaning to sin inadver tent ly, to sin 
by mistake. 

But ignorance or uninte nt ion was 
no excuse before God's Law. The 
person who si nned thi~ wa~' \\',lS st.ill 
g ui lty before Him and had to bring a 
t respass offer ing; li tera lly, a g ui lt of­
ferin g (Le vit icus 5:17-19). 

In mOSt cases t he Law made provi ­
sion for sacrifice only whe n t he sill 
was done inac\ yc rtently, by mistake, 
without really meani ng to do it. This 
is b roug ht out in Nu mbers 15 :28 
where $IW9a9 is t ranslated "s inneth 
ig nol'antly," but has t he idea of sin­
ning wi t hout intending to, 

On t. he other hand , the La\\" had no 
mercy, forgive ness , or sacrifice for 
t he one who s inned presumpt uously. 
This is t he sinner who says . "I don 't 
care what God wants or what t he 
l3ible say~ , I'm going to do what I 
want to do when r want to do it." It is 
t he kind of a t ti t ude t ha t. says, "If I 
want to Pill'k my car in a forbidden 

me, He replied t hat t he re would be 
no cost , except fo r meals, and thesc 
were reasonably priced. 

"The camp will last 10 days ," he 
said, adding that "a lot of people have 
found J esus Christ here !" 

When he asked if I would like to 
regis t.er fol' the camp, J felt afraid. I 
told him I would have to think about 
it. 

As J walked out the camp drive­
way, there was a batt le inside of me. 
The devil wanted my soul, but Jesus 
had ail'eady paid the price. 

As I scuffed along the dirt road, I 
hung my head in thought. W ho was 
thi s J esus, after all- a nd what could 
He do fol' me? I decided I had to go to 
the camp and find out. 

zone. I'll pa rk it the l'e!" 
For that kind of attitude the La \\' 

had nothing but death. They had de­
spi~ed the Word of the Lord (Num­
ber, 15:30,31). 

Pm't of t he good news of t he gospel 
is that even high-handed and rebel­
lious sin may be forgive n. '·I f we con~ 

fes~ our si ns , he is fai th ful ami just LO 

fOl ·gi \'e us our s ins, and to clea n~e Ui' 

from all ull righteousne~s" (1 J ohn 
1:9). 

It is good nc ws also t hat t he ~ins 
\\"e commit imHh·er ie ntly arc co\, ­
ered by t he Blood (1 J ohn 1 :7). 

It i ~ encouragi ng to kno w that we 
do not need to commit::;o many uni n­
te nt ional sins. " Be fo re I was affl ictcd 
[bowed down] I went <ls t.ray I I ~i n n ed 
inadverte ntty) : but no w I have ke pt 
t hy word [ Ixlyi ngcareful atte ntion to 
it and obey ing it l"' (Psalm 119:67). 

The word :;; to a .\'ou ng man al'e th u~ 
applica ble to us all: "Whel'c witha l 
shall a youn g man cleanse his way? 
By taking heed t hereto according to 
t hy word" (Psal m 119:9). 

l\lay the Hol .v S pil'it quicken t hat 
Word to our he,lrts and keep us from 
sinning by mist ake ! & 

1 began to cry as I walked. and 
hymns I used to s ingcame back to my 
mind . My cry ing mingled wi t h songs 
to the Lord Jesus. I dl'i ed my eyes 
and looked al·ollnd. It was like ope n­
ing my eyes for the fi rst time and 
seeing a whole new wodd, Ever y­
thing looked so clean and bcautiful. 

W hen the time came, I went back 
to the camp. I could hm'elly wait for 
the pastor to give the altar call. I was 
the fil'st to raise my hand to show I 
wanted salvation, 

Camp has made the difference in 
my life. No w I'm a member of the 
Little Beaver Camp s taff. I count it a 
privilege to give of my time and 
money in su pport of our Assemblies 
of God camp and its many progr ams. 



Sunday night at the General Council 

GOD GAVE ME A DREAM 

T wenty.five years ago I was dying 
of tube rculosis. Doctor s gave me 
only 3 months La live. 

I had t.ried wi tc hcl'<lfL, fortune ­
te lling, Buddhism, but there W<lS no 
hope in any of them; I. was dying. 

T hen, in the providence of God, 
Jesus Christ came into my life. He 
not only saved my soul, but He 
t.ouched my body and healed me and 
filled me with lohe Holy Spirit. He 
hl'ought. me int.o t he household of the 
Asse mblies of God and full -time 
min ist ry. 

Today I want t.o extend my ap­
preciation for t.he wonderful, sac r ifi ­
cial minist.ry of the Assemblies of 
God mi ss ionar ie s t.hl'oughout the 
world. Because of theil' ministries, 
today in Korea we have 500 Assem­
blies of God churches and 300,000 
members. God is blessing our Full 
Gospel Central Chlil-ch in Seoul. and 
it is the l;u'gest Pe ntecostal church in 
the world. 

In 1958 when I g raduated from 
Bible college, I had a burning desire 
in my hca t't to bu ild the larges t 
church in Korea. I was living in the 
world of vis ions and drea ms. Afte r 

Paul Yonggi Cho. pa."tor of f'ull GospelCc n. 
tral Chu rch in Seoul. Korea , wa s guest 
speaker fo r the Sunday e\'ening rally at the 
1979 General Council of the As."emblies of God 
in RHltimore, Maryland . He shared the story 
of how this cllUreh came to be the largest Pen­
tecostal chureh in the world. 

Pa stor Cho shares th e story of th e 
miracllious growth of hill church with 
more than 12.000 church leaders, 
ministers, and htymell present for tli e 
S unday evening 65 tli Aflnivers(lry 
Rally at th e Geneml COllncil in /Jrt/Ii­
more. (Photo by Phil S tovall) 

minis tering 3 months I Wl.lS com­
pletely disheat'tened. I had not led 
anyone to Christ in that time, and 
after 6 months I had pI'eached all of 
my sermons. I began to doubt my call 
to the min istry. But by the mercy of 
God I kept that vi s ion and dream of 
building the largest church in Korea. 

One day I took a measuring device 
and went to visit the lar gest church 
in Seoul. I measured the church ft'om 

Iff issi 0'1(1 ry ,,,,,,,,,'e 
ifl th e Anniversary Ually were 
Da vid and . S mith , mi.'liliOflaries 
to Kenya, East (top); and Ralph 
Desl ie and hi s daught e r Me/i,u/a 
(above), representing th e field of Peru . 
(photos by Del Torr) 

front to back and from side to s ide. A 
nll.ln at the church asked me what I 
was doing, and I told him I planned to 
build the largest church in Kot·ca. He 
thought I was crazy. 

Soon after that the Assemblies of 
God of the United States fOI'med the 
Global Conquest program (prese ntly 

A special camera look this photo of tlu: 
S llnday evening COll ll cil crowd. 



By PAUL YQNGGI CHQ 

kno wn as Good ~;ews Cr usades). 
T he ir fi r st foreign missions 
evangelism pl'oject was in Seoul, 
Korea, where they :;ponsored se\'~ 
eral weeks of cl'usades . They then 
bui lt a magni ficent church-slightly 
larger than the one I had measured. 

As paslor , I began to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in that ChUl'ch, 
but only a few dozen people came. 
Sunday after SUllchiy i ]wcached, and 
nothing happened , 

Early one morni ng [ awoke Vel',V 

depressed about t he siluat ion. I went 
to 11 cornel' of t he church and sat for a 
whi le, cry ing and pra.ving. Suddenl ,\' 
I was in t he presence of the Holy 
Spi l'i t. God so dist inctly s poke to me: 
"My son, suppose t he Israelites had 
gone ou t to t he wi lderness to catch 
quail. How many quail do you t hin k 
t hey might ha ve caugh t?" 

I sa id , " Fa t her , in the wi !den less 
the re would n't be any quail. " 

Then t he Spi t'i t said , " But when I 
sent my Spirit, how many quail di d 
they catch?" 

"T he qu ail were falli ng like dust on 
t he ground ," I answered , 

And He sa id, " Don 't you t hink I 
can do the same thi ng for you? You 
have been doing e ve rything in ,vour 
own ingenu ity , pus hing and pulling 
to til! thi s church w ith people, If you 
will only apply the Holy S pi r it, J can 
se nd s inne rs like dust." 

W hen r came ou t of my t rance, I 

was shaken by thi:) reyelation. and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit was 
ver,v real to me, 

Until that lime I thought [ had 
g t'ac!uated from the "school of the 
Holy Spirit. " I was bol'll again llnd 
had spoken in tongues, But God told 
me [ should IU1 \'econtinual fellowship 
with the Holy Spirit. 

He Sllicl . "T he Holy Spir it i::; the 
senior p,u'tne r in you r ministry, You 
a re the junior partner. E\'ery minute 
you must recognize Him, welcome 
Him, and depend upon Him , and the 
Holy S pir it will flow th rough ,VOll and 
br ing si nne rs to ,vou r chu rch, " 

F,'om t hat mome nt I began to rec­
ognize the Holy Spi r it in my evel'y­
day mi nistry , Each time be fore I 
preached I would pnly in my office, 
" Dear Holy Spirit. let's go !" After [ 
fin ished my se rmo n, I would sit do wn 
and sa,v, " Dell! ' Holy Spil'it, You did (I 
t r emendous job , I really admi r e 
You!" 

T he n one day while I wa~ praying, 
t he Spiri t g;:we me a ve r ,v strange 
instr uct ion: "Close you r eyes, You 
must star t see ing this place packed 
wit h people eve n though right now 
it 's empty , I am worki ng t ht'ough 
your \'l s ions and dreams, which aI'e 
t he lan guage of t he Hol y Spiri t. If 
you don 't have a vis ion or dream , I 
cannot work throu g h you ," 

Each Sunday afte r that I came to 
t he platform, lookcd a t tho~e empt.y 

~eal;o;, and ~aid. "DCl.lr folks on the 
balcony, I welcome you," I called to 

that phlCC as if it were packed with 
people, 

The Holy Spirit began to \\'ork 
m<lrvelou~ly, But r had to learn that 
the \'i:-;ion::.; and dream~ were the I<ln­
gU<lge of the Holy Spirit before I 
could ~ee result:., "Where there is no 
\' ision, the people peri~h" (P l'o\'e r b:-; 
29: 18). 

God applied thi::; to the lives of 
Abnlham and Sarah, Abraham W:l!' 

100 year~ old and Sa!,;lh 90 when God 
told Abraham they would have a ~on, 
Ab raham laughed, But that evening 
while Abl',lham was sleeping-, God 
came and shook him l.llld :-;aid, "Come 
outsidc, Kow look to the ~ky and 
count the ;,;ta l's, " Ab raham began to 
count. 

God ::;ai(\' "Son. you r childrcn a re 
going to be :.l:-; numcrou:-; a:-; tho:.:.e 
sta r;.;," Abl'<lham \\'a;,; t r cmendou;o;ly 
movcd , The Spirit of the l.ord wa~ 
teaching him thc language of \'isions 
,mel dreams., J\ lonths lat.er he and 
Sa l'ah had a beautiful son, 1:-:i;l aC, God 
would ncve r do an ,vthing before He 
g,we the \'isions and dl'cam:;, 

,\1y mi ni!'tl'Y in Seoul began with 
Yis ions and dream:.:. , In 1962 we had 
1,000 new converts, and again in 
1963, But in 1964 pr ide :iuddenly en­
te red into my hear t. I thought I had 
rea lly becomc a big shot. I \\':I:i in my 

continued on ncxt page 



I'reum contlml('d 

20s and I already had 2,500 church 
mcmbcr;;, 1 said, "J~ookatme, whata 
great Cho I am." I began to be Pl"Ourl. 
But God cornered me, 

One Su nday evening in church I 
began having problem~ with my 
heal·t. I fell flat on the platform. 
While I was going down, I com­
plained to the Lord, "],ord, why did 
You punish me publicly? You could 
han:' done this in my office pri· 
vately. " 

Afte r thi~ experience Illy hea r t 
began palpitating, and I wa~ con­
stantly dizzy. J couldn't preach. 
When I came to the platfol'lll on Sun­
day~, I would t r emble all over. 

A leading doctor in Korea said I 
should leave my mini st r y, " Your 
he.U't is older than that of a 70-year­
old person," he ~aicl. "Also you are 
nervous and completely exhausted . 
If you stay in the ministr y, you will 
be a dead person." 

J didn't want to leave the ministry 
because ministry was my life, but I 
knew I must somehow slow down. 

One day while J was pl'aying and 
reading the Bible, the Spirit of the 
I,ord kept directi ng my attention to 
those passage~ in the New Testa ­
ment concerning the church <md how 
worship ser vices were conducted 
frOIll house to house. J said, "This is 
the answer. I ca n't carry out my 
ministry normally. I will delegate my 
ministry to t he lay people, " 

I c.lme to my deacon board and 
said , "Fellows, as you C<lIl see, I am now 
so i'ick that I cannot continue my 
nOI'mal ministry. Would you please 
COOpel'<lte wit h me? In Bible times, 
lay people had services from house to 
hOll Re and led souls to Jesus. I am 
going to di vide the church into doz­
ens of house cells. I will appoint you, 
and you can take up you)' swords and 
C<UTY out. evange lism." 

They looked at me and said, "Pas­
to]', we can't. do that. We are not 
t rained, and besides we want privacy 
ill our homes. We pay you to do that 
kind of work." 

I \\'<.IS completely stunned and dis­
cou raged. I came back home and 
said, "Father, no way. They won't do 
it. " 

The Spirit said, "Why don't you try 
a woman?" 

I said, "Try a woman! This is not 
America: this is Korea. I n Korea 
women cannot have leadership." 

But from that moment on, every 
time I opened my Bible ali i could see 
was the wonderful ministry of 
women in the Bible. I began to re<.ul 
in Romans 16 where Paul says, " f 
commend unto you Phoebe our sis­
ter, which is a se l'vant of the church 
which is at Cenchre-ae." Paul was 
I'ccommendingthe woman fervently. 

Then he say:.;, "Greet Priscilla and 
Aquila ." In the Olient we never call 
the woman 's name first , but Priscilla 
was so mightily used of God that even 
Paul , by the Holy S piri t, recognized 
her before her husband Aquila . 

How did these women labor in the 
Lord? They preached the gospel and 
helped people. 

One night I was praying, and J esus 
asked me some very definite ques­
tions, 

"From whom were you born?" 
"Woman. " 
"Who follows you <\!ld supports 

your ministry?" 
"A woman." 
" Who witnessed my resu rrec­

tion?" 
"A woman, Lord. " 
"Then, why don't you use a woman 

in your ministries? Go and talk with 
t he women in your church." 

So I went to the Women's Minis­
t ries group and said , "I need lay 
people who will belp me. If I delegate 
my ministry to you, would you please 
start house cells and lead people to 
Christ?" 

Everyone of those women began 
to cry and say, "Yes! Yes! We'll do it, 
pastor! Whatever we can do to sup­
port you, we will!" 

So I divided the women into 
groups to evangelize different sec­
t ions of the city. 

In a little while the plan wrought 
pw'e havoc. Those women ran and 
gathered people, and they began to 
lay hands on the men. Men stood 
aga inst women, and they began fi st­
fighting. Women were beaten by 
their husbands. I knew I was losing 

my church. 
Once again I came to God. 

"Father, I am losing m.v chu rch. J 
speCifically did what You wanted me 
to do, and it won't work. ,. 

But the Spirit sa id, "No, my son: 
persist; persist! Anything you do in a 
pioneer way will bri ng this kind of 
turmoil. " 

So I persisted, and several women 
began having t remendous succes!' . 
They invited their neighbors to the 
cell ser vices, loved them, and taught 
them. And thei l' cells grew. 

They came to me one day and said, 
"Pastor, you should tell us how to 
preach and give us a definite mes­
sage. Teach us how to have a worship 
service. " 

I gathered them, gave them mes­
sages, and made them cal'l'iers of t he 
message. Soon the cells began to 
grow vcry fast. Then the men were 
convinced, and the de~lcons began to 
voluntee r. 

The church continued to grow at 
the rate of 1,000 per year. Then in 
1973 Brother Zimmerman CHme to 
Korea and cledic<lted our Full Gos pel 
Central Church to the Lord. During 
that service the Spiri t spoke to m~' 
heal"l, "My son, I am greater than you 
are thinking I am. Vlhy don't you 
change your visions and dreams? 
Why don't you believe I can send you 
1,000 souls per month?" 

"Father, I can't believe it. That's 
too big," 

But God said , "Dream more and 
pray more." So I began to pray and 
fast, and wi thin the year we began to 
receive 1,000 converts pel' mont h 
into the church . 

In 1978 the Spirit said to me as r 
was praying, "Now, my son, wh~T 

don't you enla l'ge your visions and 
believe me for 3,000 new converts 
pel' month? I can do that if you can 
only enla rge youI' visions and 
dreams .. , 

So I fasted and prayed, and even­
tually I had that vision and dream, 
the language of the Holy Spirit, in my 
heart. I n March 1979 we had a total of 
81,555 members at Full Gospel Cen­
tral Church. 

Eve rything starts from visions 
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and dream~, If you ha\'e a burning 
desire to build a large church, then in 
the name of Jes,lH; Chl"ist, Lake up the 
prayer bru~h, dip it into the inkofthe 
Word of God, and Stal't eil'awing the 
visions and dreams on the canva~ of 
you r imagination, 

Our church is growing nOt because 
of the giant building or the pa:;;tOl" , 
but because people are leading thei r 
neighbors to Chr ist through cell 
meetings, 

I tell my cell leaders: 
"Don't go beyond your neighbor­

hood , You ;,u'e in the best place to 
br ing the gospel of Jesus Chr ist to 
you r neighbo l', 

"Also don't t r,v to preach to them 
when you fi rst meet. them, Instead, 
meet them at their point of need , 
When they lose loved ones, have fam­
ily problems, or suffer from the fail­
ure of business, feed them, Listen to 

them and lo\'e them, Then invite 
them to the neighbodlOod cell meet­
ing, At that time they are ready to 
receive the message of Jesus Christ." 

One of our newest lay ministl"ies is 
among the high-l'i~e apartment 
hou~es, Once people move into these 
apartments, no one can get in to 1;ee 
them, Ifsomeone knockson the dOOl', 
the tenants just look through the 
peephole and say, ":-.Jo , we don't 
want anything you h.we to offer," 

But one of our cell leaders got an 
idea of how to penetrate the apl:H't­
ment houses , She rides the elevator 
for 2 hours ever y day, When people 
come can'." ing babies and basket1;, 
she helps them to thei r apartments, 
She introduces herself and later in­
qui res, ":\'1ay I have your telephone 
number?" 

Through such contact.s she be­
comes better acquainted with the 

people and invile~ them to attend a 
prayer meeting, i\'ow othC'I' cell Iead­
Cl'" l'egulad,\' ride thc elevator:,:2 or:{ 
hour::.; pCI' day gclting acquaint.cd 
wit.h people and leading them to thc 
cells, At this pre~ent time we h,we 
7,000 ce 11 grail p:.-, 

Yes , the church of J(ol'ea i" nlpidly 
growing. and God ~hared a prophec,\' 
with me recently, He :,aid, "Son, the 
decade of 1960 wa~ the decade of di­
\'ine healing: t.he decade of 1970 \\',,:' 
t.he decade of the ciUlri"matic mo\'e ­
lllent: and t.he decade of 1980 will be 
the decade of church growt.h," 

Becall~e 011 1' leaders, mini:,ter::;, 
and Ia,v people have burning- \'i:,ion:.­
and dream:;;, the A~~emblie~ of God 
will continue t.o experience church 
grO\\'lh around t.he world, And a~ 
new conVel'lS come into the chul'ch, 
let us be ready to welcome t.hem, 
teach them, and mini::;te r to t.hem, 

C. 
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ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE REACHES 440 
Nr\ II~O B[. 1(fo:~YA-Four 

hundred and fOl"ty delegate s 
from 20 countries in Arl'jea lit­
t<:ndcd the All Afl'i<;a Confer­
ence of the As."cmblic~ of God 
hc1(1 hcl'f' in August. 

AfriC;1 Field Director ill on+.; 
Willialll~ s taled. "It. Wl\S an ex­
peJ"icnce few will ever rOI·get. 
The quality of African [cade)'· 
ship was outstanding: and the 
mini s tr,v of .J. Philip lI ogan. 
executive director of the Divi­
sion of Forcif.,>'ll l .... lissio ns, was a 
hlcssing to all.·' 

Brothe r Williams also J'elated 
that. <l pronounced sensc of n~ · 
~ pon~ibility fOr rcaching the 
continent of A fr ica was evident 
throughout the confe rence, Na­
tional superinte ndents arc de­
termined to tool Ollt a prOb'l'am 
of e\'angelizat ion , 

T he All Africa Confere nce, 
held ever,\' 5 ,vea l' ~ , is a time 
when l' ('p l'ese ntati\'e~ gathe l' 
1 'om eve",,, A fl'ic;m countr," in 
which the }hsemb!ie~ of God is 
involved in mini stry, A number 
o f delegates fro m su ffering 
count1'ie~ attended , 

"Thc All Af"ica Conference 
1979 i ~ history," said I3rothe l' 
Williams, "and thel'e al'e a lot of 
exciting plans ;lhc(\(I." 

Af ri can team tou rs 
North America 
WHEATON, [LI ,, - An Afri ­
can musical team called " Liber­
ation" is touring NOl'lh Amel'ic<l 
under the auspices of Youth for 
Christ Internationa l. They rep­
resent an Africa in which young 
people ;u'e finding peace and sta­
bility through a personal rela­
tionship with Chl'ist. 

Comprised of youth from live 
African nations . "Libe l'ation" 
brings a ;'unique blend of 
smooth gospel 1l1l1sic with all 
African touch," according to a 
Y FC spokesman, 

;;Liberation" is the 50th YFC 
music team to minister, ~early 
all the groups have gone from 
North Amel'ica to third \\'od<1 
countr ies, 

lj;~;;;;:;;;;;dvvisitO)'S (l tlending the All Afh ca C01{(CI'CIICC in Na il·obi, J(enya. 

Oil moneys used to spread Islamic religion 
P H ILADELP H IA, PA .-
.\'Iuslim l}Qwer stl'uctures, \\·ith 
tne aid of oil moneys, are making 
plans for evangelizing "Chris­
tian· ' nations, according to 
Richanl ShumHker in an article 
publisl~ed l·ecently in Etemity 
magllzme . 

Hc refe rred to a l'clXll't from 
the recent :.J orth American 
Con fCl· c llce on i .... luslim 
Evangeliz;ltion which stat.e s 
that "heads of 37 Muslim coun­
tries l-ecently resolved to expel 
Chl·istian missions from their 
lands" while encouraging the 
now of .\Iuslim missionaries to 
Western nations. 

England' s Queen Elizabeth 
recently au.ended the dedica­
tion of a S7 million mosque in 
London. E nglish citizens cele­
brated a 3-month Festival of 
Islam funded by S2 million from 
oil pl'Ofits. 

In Belgiulll and Austria , par -

liaments have accepted Islam as 
an official religion to be taught 
in the schools, 

In Germany, the Center for 
Is lamic Culture l·ecently d e­
manded equal l'Ccognition with 
Chr istianity fl·om the govem­
ment. 

[n the United States, some 
abandoned inner-city chu rches 
a,'e being converted into 
mosques. The 1\'luslim Student 
Association has 150 chapters in 
the U.S, and 16 in Canada . 

Islamic leadel·s are also ell­
trenchingthc ir faith in the IXllit­
ital power base of Arab states. 
Mu slims m'c using mass com­
munications to s pre ad thei r 
message, Saudi Arabia has built 
a new radio station <lnd projects 
a sho l'twave t r ansmission in 
seven languages. 

Oil is !'ising as the important 
l}Qwer symbol fo r the advance of 
Arab l}Qlitical innuence and [s­
lamic religious fenol' in the 
world, states Shumaker . 

Pacific Garden Mission 102 years old 
CHI CAGO, ILL.- The Pacilic 
Gar den Mission celebrates its 
102n<1 yeal· of minist ry this 
month. A rally featu ring con­
vel·ts will commemorate the an­
niver sary, according to Harry 
G. Saulnier, sUl)C rintenclent of 
the mission fo r 40 years, 

iI'lore than 6 million l)Crsons 

have been aided by the mission 
since 1877. Decisions fo r Chl'ist 
aVel·age 400 to 500 pel' month . 

Unshackled, the mission's 
radio broadcast since 1950. is 
hea rd on mOl·e than 500 stations 
on five continents. This year an 
Arabic t ran slation is beamed 
into IS];llnic countries, 
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lei confers first college degree _ PENTECOST AROU.\ D THE JVORLD _ 

?\'AJROBI. KEXYA- Pau! 0 .. 
Ajah l'ccei\'cd the bachelor of 
.uts degree at the all Africa 
Confe rence held here in 
Augu o:;t. It \\';1"; the first B.A. 
de~'Tec gnllltcd by the Interna­
tional COITc"poJl(lence [n"tilute 
(lCO. 

"It is fitting that l e I's fil';;'l 

graduate is a WCi't African," 
statc(1 J. Philip I-logan, chair­
man of the board of ICI. who 
bestowed the Bible and lhcol­
o~ .... dc,(.,'1·cc. IeI'" (0111)(1('1" and 
prc"idclll. GeOI'KC Ftaner,\' , 
wa,., a mi""ionat".\'·" child in \\'e.';t 
Africa when he concci\'(::d the 
idea of the COn'C"lxmdcnce il1-
,.;tilute. 

Founded in 1967, lei COUl'SCS 

now 1"C.leh million:: of ]>Cl'son::. 
throughout the world. The col­
lege di\"isioll of Ie J was founded 
5 ,veal'S a.l,'"(). 

Ajah was bom in Ubul'u. I mo 
State. Nigeria, in 19·19. He 
began his Bible college ,:tudies 
at Central Bible College in 
:\igel'ia in 1967, bUl was inter­
rupted by ~igeria's CI\'il war, In 
1971 he retumed to CBC and 
graduated with a diploma in 
197-1, 

In 1978, he gmduated from 
West Africa Advanced School of 
Theology (WA ... \ ST) with a di ­
ploma, 

After completing the re ­
quirements for the bachelor of 
arts deKree in Bible and theol­
ogy, Ajah immediately ellrolled 
in another major, "Since God 
called me into the mini~try, I 
ha\'e fell a need to help in the 
area of Ch ri::tian education," 
Ikother Ajah "aid, lie i~ no\\' a 
facult,v member of CBC in 
~igeria, 

GE'/? .I/ .·\.\T- "TO!11"I 11 /,,' 1/1 C" I"S/ i,~ IhI- till III / rill' II/I .!.Inl 
(lllIlIwl / \ .~,~('lIIbfi(·,~ (~( Glld ,~I "/'l'i(,l" II'l'Il'S /'( Irllll to hf h("ld '" 
B(')'('htc,~g(l(lcl/ , .\'O/"/·/II{X·,· J!,J(j . 19 79. (; ll f .~r sJll"lIkfl".~ willilf 
T . E . G IIIII/Oll . nalllllllli dil'l."('Ior jjf /1/;. /) i,'i_~Ij)1/ or 1/1111'1 

.Ilix.~iOI/.~ . $.pI'ill!,,'eld, ,1111 . . /lm/ llohul lI "'/lf lI('f, pn .~"/I,rI 
Qr £' mngcl Collt'!I(", .'-ipl'l//yt",dlf, .1111. 

AL'STHALI.·\-~I o !"(' tha n 2,000 Au"u'alian mini"u'I'" 
gathered in Adela ide I"l'c(.'Ilt l.\· fOI" a :~ ,da,\" dllll"('h )..'1'o\\l h 

conference. Il andlin~ t he ·'happ.\" probk'tll,," o/'chul"ch g row th 
wa", the subject of the conl'el'ellce--g1"(l\\ th a" a 1'('"Ult of 
I'c\' i\'al sweeping :\ u:<tralia, acconl ing to Hny lIart hl'l"Zl . ('on, 
ference ~1)Cakel' from Ol"lando, Fla, 

1.\'f)I.\ -C(/lclltta ',~ . l/ i,~,~Ij)1I ol .1lcl"(':/ I/""'I'dlll i"ff'!'il"jl[ II 

chcek ./Or S9 ,Sfi,j /0 pllI"CII/I.~(, (I Moml !/{!.~ 111111/1/:::1"1' fill· IhI­
I"(',~ ('(/I'('h ('(' I/ /('r I /iNt'. t)Ollfl /l: ri b!l 8 ft/' f .wll! C Ui"(· {("/II I' I'>; . 

('0101'(1(10 Spl·i"!I.~. Colo. , Ih(' (/ 1/ (/ I!l::l"I" will usslsl III l /ir 
' ,"('(It ,llt'lI l o/eli ifli r t' '' 16111 hClI/opll ;fiu till/I /( /I/.:" III;I! , 111'0 
di.~(,ll,~('.~ ('0111111011 (w/(J)/{I 'h l'l/oll l h I!f/ lid il!. lit",/.: 8 /I/Itl/ i II is 
([ ;1'1:("101" of the ,II /",.~io)/ f!( .I/n"C!I. 

Bible is textbook in Brazilian schools 

CA:\ A I)r\- The Societ.\" rOI' Pcnlcco:<tal St udit'.", ol')!:UliZl'11 
in 1970 at thc 9t h Pcnteco~tal \\'01'1<1 C'on f('!"l' !1("l', Ill'ld a :~-da y 
mceting in VanCOUVel', B.C .. la1't month. Appl"O\imatcl.\" W() 
:<cholal·~ engaged in t Iwologlc'al dialof..'111' from hot h t l'adit ional 
and neo· Pellteco~la l viewI)()ints. 

SOUT H I-IOLLA:\D, 11.1., - the Bible~ and teach I'eli!,rion 
The L idlI[J -"ell' TeMall/fl l1 will 
~oon be a required textbook for 
200,000 stude nts: in a small 
Brazilian state northeas:t of Rio 
de Janeiro, 

Edil son Amaral. secreta!',\' of 
education for the nll'al state of 
Espil"ito Santo (meaning state 
of the " Holy Spiri t") re<:luested 
rece nt I,\' that the World Home 
Bible I,eague headquartered 
here p ri nt and (li stribute 
200,000 >Jew Testaments to be 
used to teach l-eli.!,rion to public 
school child ren, ages 12 and 
older, 

:\lan,\' of the s:tate's 400,000 
predominantly Roman Catholic 
stude nts have neve r owned or 
read the Bi ble, acconling to 
Chester Schempe r, South 
Ame rican dil'ector of the \Vorld 
1·lome Bible I.eague. Over 100 
Baptist pastors agreed to place 

COUI'SC", 
Amaral rcquc"tcd thc :\C\\" 

Testament,: for his school" aftcr 
a si milar program was bC~'1.1!\ in 
the !~io de Janeil'D "ehool ~.\" s, 
teln. Sc\·eral South ArnC l'iean 
count ries have sanctioned the 
U!-i-e of ;..i ew Testaments as 
teaching tools, 

Teachel'''' in Rio <Ie Janeiro 
l'epoJ'l that students are readi ng 
their Testament s alHI taking 
them home to be read by famil.\" 
membel's, When asked if the 
~e\\' Testament" wCl'e effecti\·e 
ill thc cla;;sroom, onc tcachcr 
said, " I do not know how it is 
affccti ng the studcnts, but ! 
wandered far from God. After 
I'eceiving the :\ew Te,:tament 
for the clasSroom. 1 begalll"ead­
ing it myself and I ha\'e been 
brought back into a relationship 
with ChJ"i;;t." 

Available November 15 

Spanish Eastern District ordains 12 
ncche luere or(/a i,INt ami .j'. Iic(,I/.~cd fli ritc Spalli .~h r; I/.~ l fl'lI 
/) i$/J'ie( COIweil (II SW(III I.a/.:e, S. }",. (/{'{'(jrdi 11{lIO ,\ do/}iJ CII 1'1 '1011 , 
Sp{/lI i,~h f,'(I.~tei'll D istl"ic/ SIlP4'l'ill /C I/(ie l/ / . .'lp('('I(!1 s,,('(!kl·".~ ill' 
eluded Jo,w:ph fl. FlO/I·c)', gCl/emf st'c)'e/II/'Y of the , \ " s(,II/MII·S U/ 
God: 1/ 11 911 COI-ey. SOIl /l/(» '1/ .\'('1{' E lIgland 1)I.~t,'i(' 1 SUPU"ill l l'll' 

dell t: (!lid Siol/ fey .Ifk lwci. /Jc l/c l'Olcllc('s {)("/I1II1 111(, 11 ( .~('('I"dlll'!I. 
O t'C/" 1.500 a/teluicci the o l'di l/aliOl1 ,~el'/ 'ie(' h(,{1f I II ({ /('111 0 11 tllI­

ca 11/ p(JI'Ol/l/d$, 
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It was easy to relate to I ,orenzen, the 
shoem:.tker, In the first phlce, he 
wasn't <I very big per:-;on, and neither 
am I. 

As a child I was small for my age 
and dreamed of ~'1'o\\'ingup to be t<lli. 
But by early teens I had the picture 
unmistakably clear: height and 
weight average, health average. I 
was a middle-of-the-roader, and I 
chafed against the obvious average­
ness of my life, 

A bout t.hat time the public school 
systems began placing emphasis on 
the )'ole of the s pecial child. They 
gave pl'im'ities to the ha ndicapped as 
well as the gifted. Being a member of 

REVIVALTIME 
WORLD 

PRA YERMEETING 
November 18 

Phone your urgent prayer 
reque.t. by November 14 

417-866-5511 

'I CAN'T 
NOVEMBER' 
the average group didn't excite me at 
all, maybe because t.hel'e were so 
many of us, 

Perhaps that was J),-u't of the prob­
lem for Lorenzen, the Dani s h 
shoemaker in our town. Nobody paid 
much attention to him, He drank 
heavily, working between s prees in 
t.he shop his wife kept open fOI' him on 
the days he couldn 't. 

The other immigrants talked about 
him, A II had a common pJ'oblem­
learning the language-and Loren­
zen was no better than the rest. Yet 
he stubbornly held t.o one word, a 
word he refused to ch an ge: 
November. Instead of saying, " I can't 
remember," he always said, " I can't 
November." 

My Norwegian uncle tried to cor­
rect. him, but Uncle NOI'man's help 
only annoyed Lorenzen who found 
new ways to not No vember. People 
sa id he was stupidly stubborn, but I 
sec retly thought he was kind of 
clever. 

T hen Lorenzen ;md his wife moved 
to the city. Polk speculated as to the 
outcome: maybe he drank himsel f to 
death. I forgot about him, except 
somet.imes in November. 

About 10 years late r my brother 
who had moved to t.he city came smil­
ing hOllle from the shoe shop. "Guess 
who's the shoemaker on Union Av­
enue?" 

Without wa iting for a reply, he an­
swered, "Lorenze n! Liquor is no 
problem now. He's saved. God h<lS 
completely delivered him from drink. 
He and his wife have it good." 

L;1ter I took some shoes to LOI'en­
zen for rep<'lil' <md wondel"ed if he 
would November to have them ready 
for me. He IUld them re<ldy Oil time, 

By AGNES RODLI 

without us ing hi s s pecial word, 
No vember. 

Then suddenly I understood. He 
didn't Ileed l\"o IJember anymore; he 
no longer had to have something to 
single him out. Beingan insignificant 
workman, one of thousands try ing to 
make his way in a new land, no longel' 
overwhelmed him. 

The shoemaker h.ad come face-to­
face, and then chose to walk hand in 
hand, with Jesus of Nazareth-J esus 
the Son of God, who left the glol"ies of 
heaven to take H is place ::lS a common 
person. 

J esus grew up like hund reds of 
other boysof His time and, like t.hem, 
leamed the family trade. When He 
fi l'st spoke in the local synagOj"J'u e, 
people asked where He got Hi s 
knowledge and added, probably with 
cynicism, " Isn't this the carpenter's 
son?" 

Centuries before thi s, the prophet 
Isaiah h<ld already declared, " He 
hath no form nor comeliness: and 
when we shall see him, there is no 
beauty that we should desire him" 
(Isaiah 53:2), Jesus took on himself 
the form of an ordinary, average 
man. 

Are you an average pel':;on, like 
me? Do you feel like one of the 
throng-sometimes joking about it 
and sometimes staring out the win­
dow alone? You can walk shoulder to 
shoulder today with Another, But 
He is often forgotten by the ones He 
came to redeem. 

Don't ignore Him any longer. In­
vite Christ to be LOl'(l of you I' life. He 
will give it meaning-such meaning 
that even the little No vember gim­
micks won't seem necessary. You're 
a very speCial person to Him. ~ 
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Edi to rially speaking_ 

WHY THE PENTECOSTAL CHURCHES ARE GROWING 

A comparative repor t on the growth 
of American churches appeared in 
the E vangel 3 weeks ago. It showed 
that Pentecostal churches are grow­
ing faster than the U.S. population 
and faster than other church groups. 

The report, written by William J. 
Petersen (Evangelical Newsletter, 
AugW:il 24, 1979) sta ted lh<lt while 
the n<ltion's population gre w 21 per­
cent in the IS-year pe r iod, 1960 to 
1978, the Pentecostal churches grew 
78 percent. 

T hei r rate of g rowth. he said, 
keeps g ro\v ing. From 1960 t.o 1966 
they increased l7 percent; from 1966 
to 1972, 21 percent; and fr om 1972 to 
1978, 28 percent. 

1\1 r. Petersen, bas ing his su rvey on 
the published I'eports of some 30 de­
nominations, sa id the Pentecostal 
chu rc hes are growing faste r tha n any 
other group. 

He said the three Pentecostal de­
nominations he surveyed had an in­
crease of20 percent in Sunday school 
em'ol!ment in the 12-year pedod, 
1966 to 1978. One of the three 
(Assemblies of God) had a 26 percent 
increase. In the same 12-year per iod 
the mainline denominations lost 45 
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percent of their Sunday school en­
rollment, he pointed out. 

Several books could be written. no 
doubt, on the reasons why some 
churches are declining in number::; 
while others are increaSing. One fact 
is clear: the Lord wants His chu rch to 
keep g rowing; and it will, ifit follows 
the Pentecostal pattern. 

For at the time of the Pentecostal 
effusion in J erusalem there was a 
great ingathering of souls. When the 
Holy Spirit fell upon the people, the 
membership of the Church increased 
from 120t03, 120ina singleday. (See 
Acts 2:41.) 

And it kept on growing. As the 
converts continued meeting daily in 
the temple, praising God, and break ­
ing bread from house to house, ;'the 
Lord added to the church daily such 
as should be saved" (Acts 2:47) . 

That eady church was a Spiri t­
filled church, and growth is ine\"ita­
ble in a body like t hat. It is as cer tain 
as the blooming of flowers in a well ­
watered field . it is as predictable as 
t he bearing of fl"ui t in a heal thy 0 1'­

chard . 
Membersh ip In that chtll'ch 

boomed not only in Jer usalem but in 
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all Jude<l. and in Samaria. and in di~­
tant place:-; within a "ery ::,hort time. 
People were drawn to thi.:;. body of 
belie\'er~ because God \\"a~ among 
them. Love and unit.\' prevailed. So­
cial and economic di:.:tinctions were 
obliterated by onenes::; in Christ. 
T here were no petty jealousies, no 
careless gos8ip that keep::' people 
from joining some churches. I n:-:tead 
there was a preoccupation with the 
things of God . Spiritual wor$hip and 
gospel work abso rbed the attention 
of the members. 

Those early Chri~ti am; had more 
than a verbal testimony. They had a 
vibrant life. The,v did not need to :-:ay. 
" I was in the Upper Room and was 
filled with the Hoi .\' Spirit." The folk 
could tell it just by watching and li:-:­
telling. 

It takes S pirit-filled members to 
make:.\ Pentecostal chu rch. Ma.\' the 
Loz'd visit all of liS ali'e:-:h and imbue 
us with a new :-:piri t of pZ'ayer, a new 
fe t'vol' of wol'ship, 11 great love 1'01' the 
Wonl, and a strong desil'e to ::,ce 
souls saved. God wants to ~end lIi s 
Spiri t upon every believC'r and endue 
each church with that spiritual power 
that will draw the 10::,l to Clu-ist. 

- r.C.C. 

WE BELIEVE ... 

· .. the Bible is the inspired and only infal lible 
alld authoritative "'Titten Woro of God. 

· .. there i~ one God. eternally exi~tent in three 
rersons: God the t'ather. God the Son. and God the 
Holy Ghost. 

· .. in the deity of our Lord Je~u$ ChTist. in Hi s 
"irgin birth. in His !<inle:\illife, in His miracle~. in 
lIis vicarious and atoning death. in His bodily res · 
urre<:tion. in His lI>!Cen~ion to the ri~ht hand of the 
Father. in l~is personal future return to this e/l.rth 
in power and glory to rnle a thousand year~. 

· .. in the Blessed Ilope-the r;jpture of the 
Church at Christ's coming. 

· .. the only ml"lans of being cleansed from ~in is 
through repentance and faith in the pretiou$ blood 
of Christ. 

· .. regeneration by the Iioly Spirit i-"absolutely 
eSStlntial for personal ,;ah·alion. 

... the redemptive work of Christ on tile cro","~ 
provides hea~ng of the human body in lI!1f!wer to 
beliel'ing prayer. 

· .. the baptism in the Holy Spirit. acoording to 
Acts 2:4, is given to belie\"er.~ who ask for it. 

· .. in the sanctifying po .... er of the lIoly Spirit 
by who!le indwemng the Christian is enabled to live 
a holy life. 

· .. in the resurrettion ofooth the saved arulthe 
10.'\t. lhe one to everla&ing tife and the other to 
e"erla~ting damnation. 



PhOl0 Oy Dana Bodnar 

The fragrance of His love is reach­
ing out to all mankind, Nothing can 
take away this everlast ing love, As 
Paul wrote, " For I .am persuaded, 
that neithe r death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor pri ncipal it ies , nor pow­
ers, no r th ings pl'esent, nor t hi ngs to 
come, nor height, no)' de pth, no I' any 
other creatu re, shall be able to sepa­
rate us f)'om the love of God, which is 
in Chri st Jesus our Lord" (Romans 
8 :38,39). 

r can pic ture J esus standing in a 
shi p tossed about in the stormy sea 
and saying, "Peace, be still, " At His 
co mmand "the wind ceased , and 
t here was a great calm, " 

It is He who still c<llms our fears 
and speaks peace to our sou ls! It is 
He who causes us to be victorious 
over t he waves of fear , t rial s, tests, 
and persecution! "We are t roubled on 
eve )'y side, yet not distressed; we are 
perplexed , but not in despair: perse­
cuted, but not fo )'Saken; cast down, 
but not destroyed" (2 Col'int hians 
4:8,9). 

When the eye of Hurricane David 
se ttled ove)' our ci ty, there was a 

THE ROSE THAT WITHSTOOD HURRICANE DAVID 

T he ra ins had ceased . A ge ntle 
breeze was blowing <15 those of us in 
t his coastal town stepped outs ide, 
How good it was to see t he sun peek­
ing t hrough t he clouds! 

Was it only a few hours ago that 
HUlTicane David, with all its fu ),y, 
sent its high winds <mel torrents of 
rain upon Fort Pierce, Plol'icia? 

Time had seemed to stand st ill as 
we waited in Ou r clarke ned homes for 
3 days. How often we Vlent to t he 
windows to look out-to see t rees up­
rooted , utili ty shed s shatte red , 
fences knocked askew. Boats flipped 
over at the marina, Signs were bro­
ke n, and mailbox es lay on t he 
ground. 

J n view of the damage and destr uc­
tion all around, you can imagine my 

:-'I a \'is Gl"iffin i;:; the wife of Harold GI·iffin, 
pastor of ~~I!1 GOilpel A"sembl,\' . Fort Pierce. 
Florida. 

sUI·p)·i se to see a single pink rose 
blooming on one of my rose bushes! I 
t hough t, How did yon sUI·vive? 
Didn't you know we have been 
thmugh a hw 'ricane? 

The rOse arbor had fallen, yet that 
one rose had weathered t he storm ! 
The rose was battered, t orn, and 
scarred; yet its petals were intact 
and it still had that sweet rose fra­
grance. No stor m could shatte l· its 
swee tne~s! 

The Holy S pir it t hen )·eminded me 
of Jesus, the Rose of Sharon, who 
will never fad e away. Jesus said, 
"1..0, I am wit h you alway, even unto 
the end of t he world. " Once He too 
was beaten with whips, scarred with 
a Cl·own ofthonls, and nailed to a tree 
fo r t he sins of thi s world , But He 
could not be destroyed! 

Now He sits at the r ight hand of 
the r ather interceding fo r LI S. 

By MAVIS B. GRIFFIN 

stillness. Rains stopped; t he winds 
quieted, Neighbors chatted br ie lly in 
the streets until t he second hal f of the 
storm approached from t he opposite 
di rection, Then we had to )·etreat in­
side again. 

Wha t a beautiful picture of t he 
peace, contentment, and safety we 
lind when we are in the centel· of 
God's will. But when we t ry to go our 
own way and "do our own t hing," we 
get tossed about wit h rough winds. 
Isaiah 32: 17, 18 says: "And the work 
of righteousness shall be peace; and 
the effect of right eo li S ness, qu ietness 
and assurance for eve r , And my 
people shall dwell in a peaceable 
habitation, and in sure dwellings, 
and in quiet resting places." 

Let us strive to pa ttern our lives 
after t he Rose of Slu1 ron and stay in 
the center of God's will. The re we can 
withstand any stO l'm. ~ 
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