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I N THE CLOSING YEARS of his life, 50101110n turned 
preacher and added II sermon to his songs. And 

what a sermon! Kote the opening lines: 
"The words of the Preacher . the :>011 of David. king in 

]eruS<1.!cTll. Vanity of vanities. saith the Preacher, vanity 
of van it ies; all is va nit y" (Ecclesiastes 1 :1 ,2). 

If we are to IInderstand that these words arc the 
preacher's text, we call anticipate the sermon to some 
extent. The king-preacher can tell us more abollt the es­
sential emptiness of this world's g lory than some of us 
have ('vcr dreamed. for he knew its power and riches and 
force and pageantry hy reason of his exaltation to the 
throne. \Vc can learn from this preacher, and his mcssngc 
can act like medicine fo r those who hurn with worldly 
<lmbition for fame or riches. 

Ilere was a preacher who tasted worldliness in a unique 
way . His God-given wisdom helped him to en rich him­
self. "I made me great works ; I builded me houses; I 
planted me vineyards: . . . I made me pools of wa­
ter, .. . I got me servants and maidens, and had servants 
born in my hOll se;... J gathered me also silver and 
gold, and the peculiar trea sure of kings .. ' I gat me 
lIlen singers and wOlllell singers, and the delights of the 
sons of men , as musical in strument s, and that of all sort s. 
So I was great" ( Ecclesiastes 2 :4-9) . 

There never was a preacher like him, and concerning 
all that he accumulated and const ructed and enjoyed he 
purposed to preach. The sermon is vcry instructive and 
Ollr only regret perhaps is that he did not say more about 
living with wives. No doubt he could have given expert 
advice for he lived with a thousand women. 

ft seems strange to speak of Solomoll as a preacher, 
yet it is evident that the old and weary monarch wished 
to warn against the vanities of life, the deceitfulness of 
riches, the emptiness of the pleasures which most people 
crave. \Ve can im<lgine the <lged monarch instructing a 
scribe to bring parchment and pen and to record his 
thoughts. 

"'"as the monarch's back bent with age? Were his eyes 
bloodshot? Did the royal robes hang loosely from his 
5hol1lders, and was hi s hair of snowy whiteness? How 
did he begin? Were the words of the text so startling to 
the scribe that he looked inquiringly into the face of the 
king and ventured to ask if the sum total of all the 
splendor of the most glorious king of Israel was vain? 

Did the quill pen quiver in the hand of the scribe as 
his perplexed mind grappled with the problem? \oVere the 
mighty bu ildings Solomon had erected all a vain show ? 
The sit ting of his servants and their rising in perfect 
order after a meal, their gorgeous app • .'lrel and the ascent 
into the house of the Lord- was it all a vainglorious dis­
play ? 

\Vere the ships which the king sent to Tarshish with 
the serva nt s of Hiram every three years. returning with 
cargos of gold and silver, ivory and apes, and peacocks, 
sailing on vain errands? fs gold a vai n thing? Are si lver 
and ivory useless? What cOldd the P,,-cacher mca.n! 

The king looks back at all the works that are done 
under the sun: and behold , al1 is vanity and vexation of 
spirit (Ecclesiastes I: 14) . The great mind of the wise 
king reviews his labors and accomplishments. H e con­
siders the magnificence of the palace, the cultivation of 
the fields , the tending of his orchards and ,rineyards. the 
shepherding of the flocks, the herding of the cattle, the 
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bounties of his table. He remembers the planning for his 
wives, especially for his favorites. and the erection of 
suitable houses for them all; the ordering of the singers 
and musicians so that the sweete~t of songs and the most 
delightful music would pervade the courts. Through his 
mind passes the whole range of business and pleasure, 
fame and fo rt une. All must be included in the utter con­
tempt of the lext: it was all vani ty of va nities-an empty 
show. 

" But , si r," the scribe might have asked. " what do you 
mean by va nity! What is a vain thing ?" 

A vain thing is anything of no intrinsic value. A vain 
thing may seem to appear valuable but when finally 

analyzed is found to be otherwise. A multicolored soap 
bubble may charm the child, but when he has caught it 
and it has burst in his hands, he knows he has chased a 
vain thing. 

"Sir! Are we to unclerstand that the greatness of your 
court, which has attracted monarchs and other great men 
from many lands, the glory and pageantry of the cere­
monial you have designed , the splendor which made even 
the Queen of Sheba speechless when she fi rst beheld it; 
is all this vain and worthless?" 

" Write it dowl/!" the king replies. "Let men read my 
final estimate of earthly greatness and fleshly indulgence 
and self-glorification. My father David prayed. God 
heard him and blessed him. and in the quiet of his prayer 
chamber he meditated upon eternal things. J have labored 
to make my name <lnd throne magnificent before men, 
and I have succeeded: bu t what of it! There is 110 eternal 
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profit in earthly glory: there is no eternal good in earthly 
wealth; there is no lasting satisfaction ill fleshly 111-

dulgence, 
" H'rite it down! Let those who have ears to hear listen 

to the final meditation of the man to whom God gaye 
wisdom and who llsed it for self-gratification, The weight 
of my words. the wealth of my experience. must he 
pa.ssed on. 1 ha\'e songs and prol'erbs, XOI\' let me dis­
close the vanity of this world's glory. If no king of Israel 
has el'er risen to th e grandeur of a court like minc, th('n 
no 01 her king can testify, as 1 can, of its utter worthless­
ness. 

"1 focll sed the glory of my court upon myself. \!l-
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dulged in every pleasure I could imagine. I sought to 
gratify myself in every malter. ; I was great, and in­
creased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem : 
also my wisdom remained with me. And whatsoever mine 
eyes desired I kept not from them , I withheld not my 
heart fr0\11 any joy; for my heart rejoiced 111 all my 
labor : Then I looked on all the works that my hand had 
wrought, and 011 the labor that I had lahored to do: and, 
behold , al1 was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there 
was no profit under the sun" (Ecclesiastes 2 :9-1 I). 

" Li fe fo r me is term inating here on earth. Young peo­
ple should be wisely taught and warned. r n my youth r 
wrote songs of gladness: in my age I must write a song 
of sorrOIl". The pleasure-seeker must be cautioned; the 
ambitious must be instructed; the covetous must be disil­
lusioned; the promises of satisfaction will never be 
realized by those who pursue the vain bubble of earthly 
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glory, Unlimited glory, unlimited pleasure, unlimited 
I iches how the soul at last and crush it. )'Iy sermon shall 
rHeal the truth: the .:.QuI of mall c:"1II only know !illtis­
bet ion b)' the Spirit of God." 

Solomon's great :'(:r!llOIl tells us that neither poss~s!)ions 
l}()r pleasure, hanqueting, pageantry, nor 1I"0ridly fame 
can eyer satisfy the spiritual. These H:ry things o\'er­
~hado\\' a life at the la,:;t :Ind dim the glory of the coming 
day when the soul goes seeking the true and eternal. 

Qlle wife. lived with in spiritual contentment and the 
fear of God, is i>ctter by far than 700 in a harem where 
ellvy and bitterness is engendered all too easily and each 
is jealous of the other, Qne godly wOman who unites 
with her husband in prayer and serl'ice for God is better 
by far than a thous.."llld kept for 0\11 ward beauty and 
passing attraction. In his sermon the wise old king writes, 
HLile joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the 
days of the life of thy \'anity" (Ecclesiastes 9 :9), 

It may be that the thousand 1I'0men around Solomoll 
are recorded for a spiritual purpose. I s not the llride of 
Christ a composite one, ;mc! are there not more than a 
1,(X)() times 1,00Cl believers already united with Him in 
an eternal union? In Christ we have pure sacred love 
that draws all to Himself and cheers every born-again 
believer with holy joy, 

Solomon wrote 1.005 songs. [f e,rery womall who was 
brought to the dazzling court of the great king received 
a special song written by the head of the harem, each 
might hal'e regarded herself as the chief and dearest of 
all. Be that as it may, Spirit-senl blessings far greater 
are bestowed upon tiS by tbe "Greater than Solomon" to 
sho\\' we are the special suhjects of His attention and 
lo\'e. As the apostle said, "lIe loved me and gave Himself 
for me." 

In the eternal courts of our Ileavenly Bridegroom we 
shall be forever around the Lord. His presence, 11is 
sacred IOl'e will ravish our SOil Is, and His communion 
with tiS will he personal, individual-not as \0 aile in a 
crowd, but a personal enriching attachment as if each of 
us were the only one. There is nothing fleshly or earthly 
about the love of Christ. I t is an holy and spiritual eleva­
tion which will cause our hearts to overflow with His 
praises and our love to ever find its fullest focus in H im­
self , The sacrificial love which led Him to Calvary will 
forever be the wonder of our worship and the theme of 
our song. \Ve shall magnify the love which poured out 
itself el'en unto death. Forever we shall 10l'e Him be­
cause He first loved us . 

Solomon's women were loved for a few years of earth­
ly life: we shall be lo,'ed forever. They were loved for 
Iheir outward beauty' we for our inward grace, They 
shared the glory of an earth ly lllOl1:lrch: we of the Son 
of GO(1. the King of kings. They saw the pageantry of an 
eanhly court; we shal1 share in the g lories of the eternal 
Court . 

Earthly pleasures. riches, fame are fleeting. T he 
Preacher said: "Let liS hear the conclus ion of the whole 
matter: Fea r God, and keep his commandment s: for this 
is the whole duty of man. For God shall bri ng every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whethe r it 
h(' good, or whether it be evil." For satisfaction in this 
life, and in the life to come, we mllst view li fe frOIll the 
('ternal perspective. ~ 
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The Curfew Didn't Ring! 

TilE POEM ENTITLED, "Curfew Shall Kot Ring Tonight," relates an inci­
dent which occured in England three hundred years ago. It is olle of the 
poems my mother, who is now in heaven, used to recite as a girl when 
she lived in the historic little village of Si1chestcr near the city of Read­
ing. Berkshire. 

Two years ago 1 had the privilege of V1Slt11lg this quiet spot in 
England and getting acquainted with the famous Romans ruins which 
arc there. I saw Grandfather Simpson 's old house, walked across the 
village common where Mother and other children used to play, and went 
in the ancient chapel where she sometimes recited poems, T recalled the 
one about the cu rfew, and wished T could have been there when 
she gave it. 1 cannot quote the poem but I remember the story very 
vividly. It goes as foHows. 

In the days when the stern Oliver Cromwell ruled England, a young 
man had been condemned to death for a relatively minor crime, and the 
execution time had been fixed. lle was to die on a certain evening at 
the ringing of curfew. 

His fiancee pleaded wit h the judges to spare his life, but they refused 
to show leniency. )lext, she visited the old sexton and tried to bribe 
him not to ring the curfew bcl! which would doom her lover to death, 
but the sexton insisted he must do his duty. 

So she resorted to a desperate plan. On the appointed day she 
climbed to the church belfry and hid there. At sunset, \vhen the sexton 
came to pull the bel! rope, she grasped the tongue of the bell and clung 
to it, so that as it swung back and forth it did not strikc. 

With each pull from below, the girl was hurled from side to side, and 
her body was battered and brui sed in the process; but she succeeded in 
silencing the chimes. The old sexton, being completely deaf, was not 
aware that no sound was coming from the belfry. He pulled the rope for 
the allotted number of strokes; then he departed. 

As soon as his footsteps died away the girl, weak and in great pam 
from the pummelling she had brought upon herself, slipped down the 
stairs and hu rried to the place of execu tion. Cromwell himself stood 
there, waiting impatiently for the curfew to sound. She gave one tender 
look at the condemned man, and then threw herself at Cromwell's feet 
and confessed what she had done. 

The austere Puritan leader li stened to her story and looked at 
her torn and dusty clothing, her brui sed and bleeding hands and arms, 
and he r battered head. Deeply moved by this proof of her love for the 
prisoner, he sa id ; "Go; your lover lives . Curfew shall not ring tonight." 
So touched was Cromwell by the brave girl's action that he revoked the 
sentence and freed the prisoner. 

\\Then the young man was set at liberty, he threw his arms around his 
sweetheart and kissed the bruises she had suffered fo r him. 

This beautiful story reminds us of the suffering Jesus endu red to save 
each one of us. Vole were condemned to eternal death for our sins, but 
"He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for ottr 111-

iquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). 

In the light of all He willingly endured for our sake, we cannot help 
but say, with the apostle, "\Ve love him, because he first Joved us" 
(1 John 4 :19). -Y.c.c. 

4 

THE PENTECOSTAL 

November 1, IHI 

Official Voice of the A .. e m bUea of God 
l~~S BoonvUle Avenue, Sprln.lleld, Mwour-l Issez 

BERT \VEBB, E.rcCIIlive Director 
ROBERT C. CUNNINGHAM, Editor 

R. G. CHANf'IO:->, Ma/laying Editor 
NORMAN PEARSALL, Art Editor 

\V. F. MCPHERSON , Ciro.it-lion Manager 

o.PART"'I:N TAL .oIToRS 

O~vid Wemack, Ferei/Pl Mi"'en.; Ruth L yon, 
Heme Mi~~ion 8 ; E. S . Caldwell, Radie; C. W. 
Denton , Spiritual Life- Evangelism; F. Wilden COIl. 
baugh, Men '. Fel1"w.hip; jehnnie Barnu, Royal 
Rangers; Everett james. Light·for-the·Lon ; Verne 
~facKinney, Speed·the·Light ; Franeu Foster, BOYI 
ann Gid. Mi .. ionary Cnua, lt· Ann Ahlf. Women ' , 
~[i •• ionary Council; Chari, e Schumiuch. Mi. · 
.ioneIlU. 
.0ITO",,o,L POLICY ,,0"' ''0 

Ben Webh (chairman) , E. W. Btthany, G. R. 
Carlson, N. D. Davidson, jouph R. Flower. G. W . 
Hardcanle S r. , D. H. McLaughlin , Ktrmit 
Reneau, R. H. Wead. 
"~"cUTlv. P .. "" .. VT ... S 01' TH" G"H ...... L 
COUNCIL 01' TH" ASS .. t .. L,,, . O P GO O 

T. F. Zimmerman, General Superintcn<ient; Bert 
Webb, H. S. a".h, C. W. H. Scott , T. E. Gannen, 
and j. P. Hegan, aui stant general IUi>Crinten· 
den t.: aaftl~tt Pe teuon , Reneral secretar,; M. 
B. Netzel, general trea.urer; E. W. Bethany. 
G. R. Carhon. N. D. David.on, jeseph R. Flower. 
G. W. Hardrnltle Sr .• D. H. McLaughlin, Kermit 
Reneau, and R. H. Wead. nonresiden t executive 
prubytert. 
Copyri l h t IKS by the General Ceunci l ef t he 
Aucmblies of God. Printed in U.S.A . Sc<:ond·e1a .. 
POatage paid at Sprinllfiehl , Miuouri. 

WEEKLY S UBSCRIPTION RATI!:8 
Sing le .ub~crlptlon, U.S., ito po.se .. ions, and 
U. S .• en·,cemen ab roo.d; $oJ a year; $S.7S two 
years. Int roductory offer: feur month s for $1. 
Canada and PUAS countriet; ~.25 a year; 
$8.25 two yean. Forei/Pl ; $5 a year; $9 .75 two 
yea ... Bundl .. subscrlptlon (minimum of feu' l ub . 
• cription., all mailed to one addre.,; pTieu quoted 
are for each sub.cription); U.S.: 78c fer 13 
week. ; $2.75 a year. Canada and PUAS coun­
trie. , 96c fer 13 week.; $3.50 • yea r. Foreign; 
$1.05 for 13 weeks ; $375 a year. 

tHT."N A T I ONAL .DtTtoN 

Sub.eribers eutside the U.S. onl, ma, receive 
the Interna t iona l Edition (one copy a month) 
for $1 a year, PO.tpaid. 

CHANG. OP ",00 .. " •• 

Send both old and new addrules, including old 
ad<heu labo! if pe .. ib]e . Allow at lean four week , 
for change to become effec tive. The poat effice 
will nOt forward copic. unleu you provide extra 
po.tage with for warding instruction •. 
S TAT",...NT 01' I'AITH 

WE BELIEVE the Bible to be the inspired 
and only infallible and au thoritat ive Word ef God. 
WE BELIEVE that there is one God. eternaUy 
cxist~nt in three person.: God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the He!y Ghon. WE BELIEVE 
in the deity of eur Lord Je'us Christ , in Hil 
vorgin bi rth, in Hi, sinless life, in His miracles. 
in Hi~ vica r ious and atenin$" death, in Hi. bodi lv 
re.urrection, in His a."",nllon to the right hand 
of the Father, and in Hi. personal future re · 
tum to thi. unh in power and glery to rule a 
theu.and yea.,. WE BELIEVE in the Bles-ed 
Hope, which i. the Rapture of the Church at 
Christ ' , coming. W E BELIEVE that the enly 
muns of being cleansed frem , in i. through 
repentance and faith in the precioul blood of 
Christ. WE BELIEVE that regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit is absolutely e .. entia l fer persenal 
sa lvation. WE BELIEVE that the redemptive 
work ef Christ on the cron provide~ healing 
e f the human body in anSWer to bo!ieving prayer. 
WE BELIEVE that the baptism of the H oly 
Spirit, according te Act. 2:4. is given to be· 
believers who as k for it. WE BELIEVE in the 
sanctifying po ..... er of the Holy Spirit by whose 
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WHEN AN INSURANCE COMPAXY DOCTOR gave me 100 
percent clearance after a thorough examination a 

few years ago, I felt I had illorc than most people for 
which to give God praise. 

I had become vcry ill one afternoon while working in 
the hospital of the school where I was taking postgrad­
uate st udies in theology. The doctor's report states that 
at that time I had "severe hemolytic streptococcal infec­
tion" which also caused pneumonia and heart murmu r . 
The digestive organs and kidneys also showed infection. 
Later there was defini te evidence of a meningitic type 
of infection which seemed to clear up, but was followed 
by weird irregularities of breathing and heart action. 

My family and many others were praying for me, and 
by the \vill of God I su rvived. 

\Alecks passed beforc I was able to be out of bed. V.'hen 
I did make the effort. I found I was unable to lift my 
feet , and any atlempt to move around sent my pulse rac­
ing. During the next three years my condition deteriorated. 
~1y tempcrature ncver rcturned to normal, and the heart 
acceleration continucd upon the least exertion. Often I 
could not tolerate solid food. Confined to hospitals, 1 at 
times could not sit up or hold up my head. 

Yet from thc beginning of thi s ordeal I was possessed 
of a deep inner calm, "a peace that passeth understand­
ing," which God has promised to those whose minds are 
stayed on Him. 

Doctors did their best, but I grew steadily weaker. 
When someone suggested that T contact 11ayo Clinic in 
Rochester, T was willing to try. They suggested that the 
new IllVacle drugs might help. However, the apparent 
hopelessness of my situation made those who could rec­
ommend me reluctant to do so, and the Clinic would not 
t;"tke me without a doctor's recommendation. 

Finally my dear faithful general pract itioner agreed to 
send me, but he warned me, "Please don't go expecting 
to receive help. There is nothing that anyone can do for 
yOu now:' 

The trip involved going 2,400 miles by ambulance; and 
a lt hough we stopped each evening, 1 arrived in a state of 
collapse. Because I was running a temperature, they 
started giving me pen icillin e\'cn before they finished with 
the tests. \Vithin :.l few days the strep infection was gone, 
and my temperature returned to norma\. I was generally 
improved. 

The following spring I was hospitalized again when it 
was evident that J was not gaining in strength and my 
pulse ratc continued as rapidly as ever. 

Tests thi s time showed that my liver had become al­
most inacti\'e and the pancreas was affected. Assimilation 
rates and blood sugar werc \'ery low. 

Intensive treatment proved ineffective, and following 
more tests the doctor said, " I am sorry but you had that 
infection too long. Your liver has become like a paralyzed 
limb. It is not responding to treatmcnt. There is no use 
for you to waste further time or money." 

Then he asked what church J attended. When 1 told 
him, he said, "You people believe in prayer. You'd better 
pray." 

Late that summer 1 was taken to a camp meeting where 
an evangelist prayed for the sick. J saw him pray fOr a 
baby whose little face was encrusted with eczema. The 
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following evening the p..1.rents brought the baby b..1.ck , and 
hi s face was perfectly clea r. 

I had always felt surc that God would somehow deliver 
me. Now, suddenly J knew that this was the time and 
place. I asked the evangeli st to pray for mC. I left the 
platform wit h a strong assurance that the Lord had 
reached down and touched me. 

I returned to my doctor and asked him to repeat the 
tests which had bcen done twice before . \Vhen I went 
back for the results, hc showed me that everything was 
norlllal now, and my digest ive organs had begun to 
function again. I reminded him of what he had said and 
told him what I had done. He said , "Well. you have your 
miraclc." 

That was 18 years ago, and every day as I go about my 
work 1 remember with gratitude that J st ill have my 
miracle. 

Thank God for earthly physicians and all they can do; 
but I am alive today only because the Great Physician 
intervened for me. 

(Editor's Note: Pastor John M. Watts, Broadway 
Tabernacle, Vancouver, British Columbia , writcs: "11iss 
Adienne Klassen was a gi rl without hope 15 years ago. 
Through the kindness and grace of our Lo rd J esus Christ, 
she is today a busy woman, serving her Master with 
every ounce of her strength. In the four years that ( have 
been associatcd with her in the work of Broadway Tabcr­
nacle , she has not missed a day because of illness. This 
shows that when Jeslls heals, He does a good job.") 

Thi s is an abridgment of a booklet which dtse ribes thi s remark­
ablt healing ill grc-ater detail. To obtain copies of the booklet, write 
direct to Aditnne Klassen, 876 West Edward Avenut, Vancouvtr, 
B.c., Canada. Send ICc for one copy or $1 for two doztn. 



TO 
EUROPE­

WITH 
SONG 

Youth Chorale of the Eoste rn District ot the Kennedy Ai . Terminal in New Yo,k 
City reody to fly to Europe to minister in lOng. 

By DAVID OWEN 
Pas/or, Fi"sl Pt'tlil'cos/nl Cl114rcll. Nl'nnulll', P('II>!SY/1'llIli(l 

I r WAS A ROLO 1I)l-;A. [ think it all started at Youth 
Advance at Living \Vaters Camp. Pennsylvania, on 

Labor Day, 1967. The Eastern District Youth Chorale 
had sung under such a mighty anointing of the Holy 
Spi rit that the entire congregation had melted and wept 
before God. 

The Youth Chorale is part of the Eastern District's 
virile Christ's Ambassadors program under the aggressive 
leadership of OUf district president. Robert Clayton. Each 
summer for several years they have toured some part of 
the United States, always leaving a trail of blessing. A few 
of liS were gratefully recounting the blessings of ihis min­
istry when the idca strllck: \,Vhy not a tour of the 
British Tsles in 1968? 

Yes, it was a bold idea; but Brother Clayton fclt it was 
of God. He cnlarged the idea to include othcr countries 
of Europe. He almost doubled the size of the chorale and 
added a rousing brass ensemble. Only he and his wife 
know all the work entailed in making the idea a reality. 

The chorale was directed by Roger Sarbo of Trafford, 
Pennsylvania, now concluding his work on a doctorate in 
nuclear chemistry at the University of Pitt sburgh. A 
gifted musician, he wrote the arrangements. He played 
the piano wh ile directing. 

I was invited to accompany the chorale to serve in a 
pastoral capacity, conducting da ily devotions, counseling 
the young people when necess.1.ry, and preaching where 
pract icable. 

We flew out of New York on Friday, August 9, and 
arrived at Cardiff, Wales, the next day. Pastor Percy 
Brewster had invited us to his church for the weekend. 
Cardiff City Temple seats 1.000 and is the leading Pente­
costal church in Wales. 

It was a memorable weekend. The chorale enjoyed the 
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st1rnng \Vel sh singIng, and the people e\'idently were 
thrilled by the chorale. Tt was not a mere performance. 
It was a concerted ministry. mightily anointed of God. 

On to Europe: Brussels, Verviers. l_uxcmhourg. Kai­
serslalltern, Frankfurt, H eidelberg. Zurich. Lucerne , 
Paris: then back to London. \Vhat a \"k.geant of memories 
they now present! It would be so easy to write of breath­
taking scenic splendor. of silent tears as we saw ceme­
teries of American war dead. or of lighter matters like 
Frisbee games on the courtyard of the Louvre: but the 
dominant thought was that of mission Always, it was 
ministry. Always, a desire for spiritllal IIsefulness. a bur­
den to witness. 

The impact upon the Belgian youth camp at Verviers 
alone made us feel that the journey was worthwhile. Vie 
shaH never forget how the Belgian young people stood 
for about an hour. praising God with joyous abandon­
ment. Sam Johnson, who labors for God in Spain, was 
there. Paul Sundell. missionary in Belgium. was there as 
wei\. leading the sen-ices. It humbled us to see him so 
decply mo\'ed as he said, "You cannot possibly appreciate 
fully what your yisit means to us." 

]n Germany the chorale sang at three military instal­
lations. They were received enthusiastically by American 
senicemcn and their families. The missionaries who had 
arranged these services secmed very pleased and we in 
turn were deeply impressed with the spiritual needs. \Ve 
felt we should pray more for Harold Schmitt and Richard 
Fulmer who labor among the servicemen. The latter told 
D-CAP Clayton that in terms of goodwill and closer 
communication between themselves and the local military 
community, the chorale had effected in one night what 
might have taken years to accomplish. 

That is a.n aspect of the chorale's ministry not to be 
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overlooked. Their winsomeness had a powerful appeal. It 
was impossible not to contrast them with the wild, dis­
cordant, disheveled devotees of the beat generation. People 
felt that these neatly dressed, wholesome young people 
had the answer to the frantic search of today's youth. 

The grand finale of our overseas schedule was at Dag­
en ham, England. The fine new church there, seating 500. 
was packed. The manager of the British Assemblies of 
God radio program brought re(ording equipment along 
to presen'c thc singing for future broadcasts. It was a 
truly triumphant service- a great climax. \Ve felt gra te­
ful as the pastor, Alfred Webb, exclaimed to the radiant 
crowd. "They must come back; they must all come back 
again." 

\Vinging Oll r way homeward 37,000 feet above the At­
lantic, the chorale sa ng to the other passengers on the 
plane-another opportunity to witness. 

As we sped through the night. we thought of Europe. 
just then waking to a new day. Our thoughts will often 
turn in that direction, and memories will come flooding 
back: echoes of stirring \Velsh singing, stately cathed ral s, 
snow-capped Alpine heights. acres of litHe white crosses 
where Americans died for human freedom. shining iaces 
of young people in Belgium and Switzerland, grateful 
missionaries and sen'icemen in Germany. an exuberant 
congregation in England, and most of all (be(ause it 
poignantly expresses the need and heart-cry of Europe) 
Brother Sundell leaning on an improvised pulpit in 
Verviers, and weeping. 

Yes, we shall remember. And we shal1 pray for the 
lands and peoples where the Eastern District Youth 
Chorale had the privilege of ministering. ~ 

CHIIIl IlfflVEREIl IlF EPilEPSY 
·MORE. THAN A YEAH AGO my four-year-old hoy was healed 
of epilepsy in answer to prayer. 1 wallt others to know 
how God heals today. 

In the summer of 1967. :'Ilichael began having periodic 
attacks of n:l.tisea and \·omiting. He w0l11d g-o into a 
t rance-like state for several minutes. 

During one of these seizures I rushed him to the doctor. 
He sent Michael to the hospital for X r.ays and an 
electroencephalogram. Then a neurologist told me Ivli­
chael was a minor epileptic and proceeded to prescribe 
medication. 1 told her that I believed in divine healing 
and I wanted to wait a little whtle before putting him 
on drugs. 

In the second week in August 1967. my son began 
having another seizure. J look him to a men's prayer 
meeting. They laid their hands on him and prayed "in 
the name of Jeslls." 

Several days later I was thinking that I didn' t want 
Michael's healing just for his sake or for my sake either 
(although his attacks were vcry hard 011 me emotional­
ly) but so people would know God heals today. Right 
then the Lord spoke to my heart sayl11g, "Because you 
want it fo r i\fy glory. it is yours." 

Michael has never had another attack since he was 
prayed for . I praise the Lord Jesus Christ fo r this gra­
cious mirac1e.-~rrs. James Schoncs, Costa Mesa, Calif. 

(bldorsed by Pastor V. L. Her/week, Harbor Assem­
bly of God, Costa Mesa, Calif.) 
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Jesus .raid to III(' disciples at the '/I. 'ell of Samaria. "I /lave 
/IIeat to ('at tha.t )'C lour,v 1101 of" (lol/ll 4 :32). What did 
J-Te mean by thi.r? 

He meant that to fulfill the purpose of God meant more 
to Him than to recei\'e nourishment for the body. It is 
explained in verse 34: ":'Ily meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work." To win souls 
was more important to Him than to feed His body. 

IFill ally 1(.'lrO arc left bcl/i,u/ wl/l')I Iill' C/!IIrc/l is callght 
away ha.7'e a chalice for sah'lltiOIl.' 

Perhaps we ought to leave the future in the hands of 
the Lord. The Book of Revelation speaks of the sealing 
of 144,000 Jews and also of a multitude of worshipers, 
seemingly Gentiles (Revelation 7). God will not be fin­
ished with the world when the Church is caught away. 
lie will then deal in a special way with Israel and pos­
sibly others (Romans 11 :25-29). nm our hope now is the 
coming of Jesl1s for 115. 

IVha.t is the correct "/I/eallillg of, UA nd froll1 tire days of 
JaIl/! the Haptist until now the kingdom of hem.'en sllf­
fereth vio/{mCl'. alld the viole'lt tal..'e it by force"? (MaJ­
tll("w 11 :12). 

A good explanation is that Satan vigorollsly opposes 
every effort to establish the Kingdom. He opposed Jestls 
even to bringing about Ili s crucifixion. Since this is true. 
Satan opposes those who seek the Lord. "For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, hut against principalities. 
against powers. against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world" (Ephesians 6:12). The halfhearted get little; those 
who persevere, fighting the good fight of faith. recei\te 
God's blessings. 

If we have prayed through, what ma·kes 1IS drop back ill to 
the same old temptatiolls so often? 

No one ever becomes immune to temptation. \Vhat you 
mean, r think, is yir!ding to temptation. It is not a sin 
to be tempted. The sin lies in surrendering to the temp­
tation. 

Sometimes we make the mistake of depending on feel­
ings, rather than on faith. Our feelings can be aroused to 
a point of great enthusiasm when we "pray through" 
(that is, when we reach God in prayer and gain a victory). 
But it is not our enthusiasm that has touched God; it is 
our faith. "This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." 1f there are times when our feelings sink 
low and we ha\'e no enthusiasm, we can still have faith. 

\Vhen we arc tempted we should trust God to give tiS 

victory. no matter how we fee l. Feelings change; faith can 
remain steadfast. It may be a struggle to keep believing 
when we are tempted. That is why the Bible says we 
must "fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life." 

If .VillI have a spiritlwl problem or (lUY questiou abolll thl! IJible 
),011 are i'IVlfl'd to write 10 "Your Qllcslions," Tilt Pe"luostlil 
EVllngel, 1445 B oowville, Spri'l.<Jfie/d, MissQI.ri 65802. Brother 
Williams wiilllllS1!"cr if }'Oll S€ 'ld a stamprd self-addressed r .lve/0pt. 
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By PAUL CUMi'oI1NGHAM 

o 

n 
I • 

(Lo ;:::Jol~-ive the ivai) 
TRUE REVIVAL SPIRIT EXISTS WHENEVER THE LAITY OF A CHURCH 
IS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN PERSONAL SOUL WINNING. 

VIVA VILLA 1" The piercing yell 
shatters the crisp air of the 

~Icxican highland, and the adobe vjJ~ 

iagc, already sta tic with expectation, 
begins to explode her jubilant citizens 
into the narrow cobblestone streets. 
Packing against the white rough walls 
and along narrow sidewalks they seem 
to congeal into one entity as every 
gaze is riveted 011 the north road. 

A cloud of dust billows high above 
the prancing knees of the sweat-

8 

streaked horses, shines red-gold in the 
dying sun, and is pressed earthward 
again by the moist weight of the cool­
ing atmosphere. Here and again a 
brass cartridge faintly winks from the 
heavy leather belts that crisscross the 
chests of the swarthy riders. High­
peaked sombre ros bob their wide. flop­
py brims in unison as the intrepid 
rebel leader. Francisco "Pancho" Vil­
la, jogs his victorious but war-weary 
troops into the waiting arms of a 

grateful and hilarious populace. 
"Viz'a Za.patn!" Another shollt, this 

time from the south road. is followed 
by pistol shots and the clatter of horse­
shoes against the stones. The startled 
crowd seemingly boiL; as it is forced 
to divide its attention between Pancho 
Villa and the newly arrived troops of 
the noble Zapata-legendary rebel 
leader and hero of every oppressed 
and land-hungry T ndian peOn to the 
south. T hese hard-riding men must al-

ABOVE : Worker decorates pottery with intricate 
designs . LEFT: Lay preacher Marcos Placencia 
(left) believes that witnessing is an everyday 
bUl iness. He is also headwaiter at " Campo Bello" 
re.tourant in Guadalajara. 
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RIGHT : Ninety pe rccnt of Guadalajara' s "Maronatha " 
chair are lay prcachers. BELOW: Home praye r meet­

hay, mini1tered ta many wha accepted Christ . 

so share the generous adulation and 
the spoils of a long wearisome revolu-
tion. 

Horses rear. and men quickly dis­
mount as the two rebel forces converge 
and overflow the small tOWI1 squa re. 

Tbus the fateful year of 1914 is un­
derscored in Mexican history, as is the 
name of the town of Aguascalientes. 
renowned as the "summit site" of the 
famous revolutionary conference. For 
many days the fate of a restless but 
gently artistic nation was discussed 
and tossed about like a bean bag by 
warriors long on valor but short on 
statesmanship and temper. 

Wines flowed, and angers flared. 
But the cruel social sores of the nation 
were to continue unchecked until the 
quieter educators, armed with text­
books and Bibles, would hack their 
way through jungles of greed and ig­
norance to make their healing balm 
available to every individual. The bare­
foot CItOIllOCO in the crude mountain 
school would eagerly study so that he 
might in turn teach others. Only then 
would the land of the Aztec find her 
rightful place in the modern sun. 

For many years Mexico has been 
working hard to re\'amp her world 
image. She has been so successful that 
now her 50 mill ion souls present a 
many-sided challenge. The attention of 
the industrialists has long been fo­
cused on her abundant natural re­
sources. 

To the statesman she is no longer 
the drowsy land of lIlO,lmlG typified by 
the sanda l-clad peon astride his bu r ro 
or asleep under his sombrero. I nstead 
Mexico is an awakening gian t stirring 
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from past nightmares of social, eco­
nomic, and political turmoil, already 
feeling out her destined role as an im­
portant leader in present world aifairs. 

To the soul winner :Mexico is a gi­
gantic seedbed fertilized with decaying 
forms of paganism and RomanislTl, and 
anxious for virile seed. whether that 
of the wholesome gospel or atheistic 
l\farxism. The prize will go to those 
who care the most. 

The Assemblies of God has mani­
fested in many ways that its people in­
deed care. From sparse beginnings a 
steady growth has swelled the number 
of believers to more than 23,000. This 
growth is largely due to the continued 
interest in the individual believer and 
the emphasis upon each one becoming 
a personal witness. Bible schools, 
staffed by capable nationals. have 
played a singular role by training min­
isters to present the gospel to this 
modern age through literature, radio. 
and other effective means. 

Many of Oll r national ministers, tak­
ing advantage of the new religious lib­
erty, are availi ng themseh'es of rad io 
time, which has long been denied the 
evangelicals. Transistor radios can now 
be heard sound ing out the message of 
salvation {rom palm-thatched villages 
as well as from the sophisticated cities. 
Last year the youngest of ),<[exico's six 
Bible schools was inaugurated in the 
city of Durango. Already its students 
are findi ng open doors of senlice. 

Christ ian workers everywhere would 
do well to note the emphasis the l\fexi­
can church has been placi ng on the lay 
preacher. These mature family men 
are meeting a ,rery pressing need in the 

national church. Because of family and 
job responsibilities, they have not been 
able to attend Bible school. This has 
left milch of the administrative and 
evangelistic work to the consecrated. 
yet sometimes immature, single men 
and women. 

To remedy this situation, elementary 
Bible courses arc now being offered 
to the lay worker in night classes. On 
completion of the course, he is en­
couraged to begin regular prayer meet­
ings in his home or elsewhere in the 
city. These self-supported, loyal church 
members will ingly cooperate with their 
pastors, and are finding a very fruitful 
ministry right in their home area. These 
classes h::nre been so successful that a 
more permanent type of night Bible in­
stitute is being planned in the citr of 
Guadalajara. 

The long-awaited spiritual revolu­
tion is also being felt in newly opened 
Sunday schools. Recently 10 families 
volunteered their homes for prarer 
meetings and branch Sunday schools 
to be conducted by these lay workers. 

Very seldom is there a dashing 
Po,nello Villa or Zapata among them. 
The accent is not on eloquence. but 011 

a simple, sillcere explanation of God's 
Word made ,livid by the unction of the 
Holy Spirit. 

BUl the revolution is spreading­
from neighbor to neighbor, village to 
village, and city to city. Pastors and 
laymen together, avai li ng themselves 
of all possible media, are steadily filling 
their "Jerusalem" with the good news 
of salvation. 

The revh'al is on. Que Viva! (Long 
may it live t) ..-:: 
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SHE MISSED A TRAIN, BUT NOT THE LORD 

~ , 

MARTAS PRAYER WAS AJIISWERED 
By E. S. CA LDWELL 

AA,\RTA ERIKSROI) carried two cups of her specialty~ 
IY/ ' Norwegian coffee-to the table where her fellow­
mis.':iionary, John Otterson, an American Lutheran, sat 
adjnsting the dials of his radio. 

These Thursday morning coffee times delighted Marla. 
and only the direst emergency cou ld keep her away. Like 
olher missionaries at the stat ion, John might skip morn­
ing coffee on other days but never on Thu rsdays. 

Soon a st rong \·oice filled the room: "And 1l0\V the Far 
East Broadcasting Company invites you to stay tuned 
for Revi1JOltime." 

"How clear the sou nd is today! One would think the 
tran smitter was right here in East Pakistan instead of 
thousands of miles away in ).Tanila!" sa id Marta. 

John nodded in agreement, smiling in response to the 
almost musical quality of l"'[arta's Scandinavian-accented 
English. 

The pair fixed their eyes on the portable radio as 
though trying to sec the collegians who enthusiastically 
sang: 

"/'11 tell tire world t/rat 1'111 a. Christian 
I'm tlot ashamed His Name to bear; 

I'll tell/he world that 1'111 a Christia'l­
I'll take HI~J11 'With me (m)"w/rcre." 

Tn a few moments Revit:altime Speaker C. r.L \Vard's 
message, "Heretics;' was introduced by narrator Lee 
Shultz. 

The radio evangelist plunged into his message: 

10 

"The dictionary defines a heretic as 'one who denies 
commonly accepicd views. especially in religiolls matters.' 
The original meaning of the word is 'one who is able to 
choose a thing,' suggesting independent thought and con­
viction . It has been observed that 'the madmen of yes­
terday are the wise men of today.' 

"Stephen was a heretic. He declared to hi s generation 
his experience with God. Tt did not mesh with the ac­
cepted interpretation . 'When they heard these things they 
were cut to the heart. . and fan upon him with one ac­
cord, and they cast him out of the city, and stoned him' 
(Acts 7,54, 57, 58), 

"John \·Vesley was a religious pathfinder in the 18th 
centu ry. Organized religion forced him ou tdoors and into 
the fields . He insisted that since people did not come to 
church, the church shou ld go to the people. For this reason 
\ ·Vesley was denounced as 'a bad churchman ' by so great 
a man as Bishop Butler. 

"Think of them! They are a great crowd~these here­
tics of history." 

A strange feeling swept over Marta. How much this 
sermon must mean to John! Fo r eight years he had been 
called a heretic by some fe llow members of his church be­
cause he prayed in unknown tongues. 

The Revivaltime speaker's next words pushed into her 
conscience : "Dr. Cha rles Gilkey says that 'the prophets of 
the Lord in every generation have had to break th rough 
the crust of custom, clear away the fallen leaves of dead 
tradition, and drag their incredulous contemporaries by 
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sheer moral force to st:e and taste the living spring: .. 
T hat's what John had been trying to do these past 14 

mont hs- to get her to taste the "living water" of the 
H Oly Spi rit. 

E va ngeli st V':ard con tinued : 
" \ \'e feel clohhered with rOll tines and prepared SCI"\'lces. 

\\' e long for a mO\·e of the Spirit of God. There is (l frricc 
tag. 

" \ Villiatn Booth acccpted it. He paid thc price, and he 
wi tnessed a surge of redemptl\"e po wer that fed the king. 
dom of God from the gutters of ea rth . Dr. A, B. Simpson 
pa id the price, and he sa w sick bod ies healed . Our fa thers 
all stepped out fo r their testi mon ies. As a boy I fe lt like 
a speckled hird every time I stepped onto a school yard . 

"YOII will be a heret ic if you make the break. YOII face 
a deci sion. \Vil1 yOIl, or w ill yOll not. obey that voice 
within : God is speak ing to you!" 

Bit s of fonner conversations flooded Marta's mind. She 
rememhered saying, "Yes, I want the bapti sm in the I Io1y 
Spirit. F or years I have wanted spiritual power- hut not 
tongues. Surely that is not required by God !" 

\ 'Vhen the broadcast · ended , John sensed hi s young 
friend's mood, and quietly left the room. :\\arta walked to 
the desk pulled out an air-letter fo rm, and began writing 
to the man she hea rd on the radio. 

That letter arri ved at R ei:i7laltil11 e during a week when 
\estimol1les representative of the broadcast's worldwide 
Oll treach 'vere being selected for public..tion in Th e Pen· 
tecostal Evangel. Marta's was among the 19 letters that 
appeared in the Jnly 14 issue. It concluded: "I have been 
longing and praying for the baptism in the Holy Spirit 
for several years: and ",,·hen T listen to your programs, 
this desire is strengthened. I think that T cannot manage 
without it anymore. Please pray for me." 

A few days before Marta's prayer reql1est appeared in 
the Eva.lIgel, she was on her way from Dinajpur to Dac­
ca, 200 miles to the south. 

The old diesel-powered locomotive was a far cry from 
the sleek trains of her Norway. On this sweltering 20-
hour trip to the c.'pital she II1l1st c.lrry her own supply of 
drinking water, food, and a bedroll. 

READ 
THE 
"'I2ITORD 

CHAPTERS FOR THE WEEK Of NOVEMBER 3·10 

Sun. 
Mon. 
Tues. 
Wed. 

. .. . 2 Corinth ions 3, 4 
.... 2 Corin th ions 5, 6 
..2 Corinth ions 7, 8 
2 Corinthians 9, 10 

Thurs. 2 Corinth ions 11, 12 
Fri . . .. 2 Corin thians 13 
Sot. . .. Galatians 1, 2 
Sun. Galatians 3, 4 

" Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new (reature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are be­
come new" 12 Corinthians 5:17 ), 
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nut despite havi ng to share the ride with cock roaches 
and bcdhl1gs~dcspite the mid· journey ri'·er crossing a ll 

a rickety ferry- :'IJa rta was glad to take th is trip on be­
half of mission business. 

Pinally the trai n rolled into beal\tiful Dacca. with sky­
line graced by beautiful minarets, the prayer towers ris­
ing from the ci ty's 700 :'I luslim mosqnes. ,\s :\ larta made 
he r way across the city to the Assemhlies of Cod l11 issi(lII· 
ary home in which she was to stay. ~he saw thousands of 
:'Iluslim men kneeling on the street saying their prayers in 
the midaftcrnoon tropical heat. 

Ilow the week sped hy while ,\Iarta enjoyed the hos· 
pital ity of ('a l\'in and :\];uian Obon! :\Ow wi th her 
business complete . she walked into the train depot in the 
early morning for the long return trip. 

But the train was gOlle! She had been given outdated 
departu re informatiOI1. T here was nothing to do but re­
turn to the 0150ns' home and wa it . 

\V hen the taxi let :\ larta Out in front of the Olsons' 
hOll se, she could hear the stra ins of " All l 1ail the Power 
of J eslls' Nal1le"- Rrvivaltiwc was just cOllling 011 the a ir. 

Saving explanations un til late r. i\ la rta joined the As­
semblies of God missionaries bes ide their rad io. 

C. i\J. \ Va nl preached a ll the soon ret ll rn of Jesus 
Chri st. A nd then he began to pray : 

" T ouch us all at thi s radio altar. Quicken us with Thv 
power in the inner man . It is at th is altar w{' pledge Thc~ 
Our undi vided affection. 

"\Ve know we belong to T hee. :\0 othe r and nothi ng 
else satisfies our souls' desire. Hre:n he T hy blessing lipan 
us. Place in our use the gi fts of the IIo1y Spirit tha t we 
Iliay serve Thee in the marketplace of earth wit h power 
and authority. Amell ." 

There it was again! 1 1arta dec ided the 1.01"{1 was spea k. 
ing directly to her. 

"Brother O lson," she begall. "I have a quest ion. Do 
you think speaking with tongues is Ilccessa ry for one to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit ?" 

'·Oh, yes," said the missiona ry as he stepped to a book­
shelf and picked up his Bible. 

"But before 1 point out several lIl~ tallces in the New 
Testament," he said, "let me tell you that thi s experience 
is now a part of the de\·otiona l lives of i\l a ry \Vhite and 
David Sorrel, who as you know are Engli sh Baptists down 
at the mission hospital in Chandragona." 

After reading several sections of Scripture, th e three 
missionaries knelt by their chairs. J II a few mOmcnts each 
was quietly praising God. Suddenly the Holy Spirit 's 
sweet presence filled the rOOI11 , And i\farta , who knew 
the anguish and toil of language study, was instantly gi ven 
a language she never learned. With other tongues she 
poured forth praise to her Saviour and Baptizer. 

On Sunday, July 14, two Assemblies of God mission­
aries. Boward and Olive ] lawkes, were surpri sed to 
read Marta Eriksrod's prayer request in The P~' ll tecostal 

Eva.lIgel. They were home on furlough, but knew :\'iarta 
and included her in their prayers. 13eiore the week was 
out, all ainnailletter in :\Jarta's neat writing reached them 
with the good news. 

The story was complete: Revi'1:altimc, Th e r{'lltecos/a/ 
Eva/lgel, and Assemblies of God missionaries combined to 
bring the Pentecostal blessing to another of II is servants 
in a distant land. .,.,; 
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NEWS AND NOTES ON OUR TIMES 

RESENT WORLD 

Me dical Careers linke d to Religious Views 
The religiolls affiliations of med ical students may af· 

feet their choices of career specializations, according to 
a Ilarvard sociologist. 

Dr. John Ko5..'\ told the American Sociological Associa­
lion that his study showed most Protestant students in­
terviewed were interested in private practice, most Roman 
Ca tholic student s chose surgery, most Jewish students 
selec ted internal medicine. and students with no religious 
affiliation chose psychiatry. 

Some 2,630 students in eight U,S. medical schools 
were involved in this study . 

Joh n 3:1 6 Is A ustral ia ns' Foyorite Text 
A sun'cy among 20,000 persons in Australia shows 

that their favorite Bible text is one that promises "ever­
lasting life" to those who believe in Jesus Christ. 

The text is John 3; J 6, which states; " For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who­
soeve r believeth in him should not perish, btIT have ever­
lasting life." 

The second and third choices are, Psalm 23 ("The 
Lord is my Shepherd") and the first three verses of 
John 14, ("Let not you r heart be troubled .... In my 
Father's house are many mansions."). 

Assemblies 01 God Responds fo Bialran Need 
In response to a radIO appeal from civil war-tom 

Niger ia and the Asscmblies of God national superinten­
dent , Matthew Ezcigoo the . \ssemblies of God has given 
over $72.6OCl to help relieve hunger and suffering in 
Biafra. This amount has been raised since late August 
when General SU I)Crilltendent Thomas F. Zimmerman 
appealed to l11elllhers of the 8,510 churches to give an 
immediate response to this critical need. Total offerings 
are expected to reach $IOO,(XXl 

Chu rch offici ,! ·;11 work \/ith the International H.ed 
Cross to see that funds are used to move large quantities 
of available food and medical suppl ies in to Biafra. Two 
Assemblies of God missionaries arc expected to be 
designated to work with the Red Cross in distributing the 

...... - ... 

food and medical supplies to the star ving Biafrans. 
In addition to the relief funds, two Volkswagen 

microbuses for lise in distributing foods tuffs are to be 
purchased by Speed-the-Light. 

Thomas F. Zimmerman slates: "\Vith an active mis­
sionary work in .. Nigeria, we cannot and will not take 
any political position in this conflict. Howeve r, as God­
fearing people we cannot stand idly by while thousands 
of As~emblies of God be1ie,·ers die of starvat ion in a 
land that for nearly 30 years we have tried to evan­
gelize." 

At the time the civ il war erupted in Niger ia the As­
sembl ies of God had 54 1 churches there with over 600 
national pastors and approx imately 50,000 members. 

LEFT: Biafran refugees, carry ing th eir chil­
dren and belang ings, fl ee fram advancing 
Nige ri"n traa ps at Ogbaku, Blaha . BELOW : 
This Biafran yaungste r can be conside red 
am" ng the lucky " nes as he find s tempa rary 
respite fram hun ger pangs with the meager 
fare of 

~.LIQ IOU' ... w. I.~v"a ~"OTO 
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RIGHT: Ne wly ele cted or reelected offic e rs a t t he Pentecosta l As­
$.emblies of Canada, left t o right : Don Fe ltmate, e xec ut ive director 
of Chri st ian Education ; Corl Sti lle r, sec retory-treasure . , Robert 
Taitinge r, gene rol supe rinte nde nt : Corman l ynn, director of 
ove rsea s mi ssions ; and Robe rt Arg ue, ellecutive directo r a t home 
minion s and Bible colleges . ABOV E: Don Em mons (rig ht ), a ssistan t 
general superinte ndent, mokes 0 presentation t o James ontgo mery 
(left ), re t iring director of Chri stian Education an d Tom J ohnstone 
(cen,er), reti ring gene ral supe rintendent. 

Canadian Pentecostals 
'vVINDSOR, ONTARIO- At its 26th biennial conference 
here, the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada elected two 
41-year-old ministers to top national positions. 

Robert Taitinger, pastor of the Pentecostal Taber­
nacle, Edmonton, Alberta, succeeds Tom Johnstone who 
is retiring from the position of general superintendent 
after six years in that office. 

S. D. Fe1tmate will fill the position of executive direc­
tor of Christian education and youth, succeeding James 
Montgo nery who also is retiring. Brother r-.fontgomery 
organized the education and youth department and has 
been responsible for its development O\'er the past 22 
years . Mr. Feltmate pastors King Street Pentecostal 
Church in Oshawa, Ontario. 

Both men wil l assume their new positions in January 
1%9. 

In other conference business, the need for a graduate 
school of theology or a seminary was discussed, and a 
commission to study the feasibility of such a school was 
authorized. 

The 400 delegates attending the council expressed 
strong opposition to certain proposed amendments to the 
Criminal Code of Canada, contained in the "Omnibus" 
bill. The passing of this bill would ease homosexuality, 
abortion, and lottery laws. The delegates declared that 
Parliament should vote on the issues separately, rathe r 

China Civil War Worse than Vietnam 
More people are dying in Red China's civil war than 

in Vietnam, according to a missionary in Hong Kong. 
"Unmistakable evidence of this chaos bobbed on the 

waters of Hong Kong this week," he reported in mid­
summer. "Eighty bodies, horribly mutilated, have been 
picked up by H ong Kong mar ine police in recent days. 
Reports reaching here say that Chairman .vlao has 
ordered a flotilla of small sampans and fishing boats to 
block the mouth of the huge Pearl River that flows into 
Hong Kong so that no morc bodies wi ll float into world 
view. Radio Moscow reports that this 's..1.mpan navy' has 
fished Out more than 8,000 bodies from the Pearl River 
alone." 
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Choose New Officers 
than in the omni bus fo rm in which they were presented. 

Good report s were given concerni ng the modern. 22-
bed hospit al in Hay Hi ver, l\'o rthwest Territories. which 
operates under the supervision of the Pentecostal Assem­
blies of Canada. \\' itb it s dedica ted staff of Pent ecostal 
doctors. nurses, and nursing assistant s, thi s hospital re 4 

mains a key to a significant gospel outreach ill the far 
north. In 1967 some 1,1 00 patient s rcceivc· ~ a gospel 
witness through thi s hospital. 

\ Vith a total of 36 missionaries to Q uehl..'<.' . the Pen te­
costal Assemblies of Canada has the la rgest group of 
evangelical missionari es mini stering to the F rench Ca­
nadians in that province. Quebec has one-quarter of all 
of Canada's population and is one of th e need iest mission 
fields in the world--over 100 cities with a population of 
5,000 or more have no Protestant evangelica l witness. 

During the past summer dozens of young people 
traveled to Quebec at their O W ll ~xpen se to witnesS for 
Christ. These young people satu ratc~i many areas with 
tons of literature, supporti ng te nt cru sades in several 
cities. 

The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada now has 745 
churches and 1,840 credential holders. Report s showed 
that 57 new churches were opened in the past two years. 
The Assemblies also maintain four Engli sh4 speaking and 
one French-speaking l3ible college ill Canada. 

Sobering Statistics on Insobriety 
)'10re than 50 percent of the drivers killed in single­

\'ehicle accidents in the U.S. are drunk, and drinking by 
drivers and pedestrians kills alX>llt 25 ,000 Americans a 
year. 

These statistics arc included in a study issued by the 
U.S. Dep.:"utment of Transportation. Alcohol is the 
largest single factor in traific deaths. The most serious 
problem is heavy drinking, predominantly by men. Drink­
ing figures in at least 800,000 traffic accidents in the U.S. 
each year, the report said. 

After 3,000 years ,ve still ignore the words of Solomon, 
"\~I ine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whoso-­
ever is deceived thereby is not wise" (Proverbs 20: 1) . 
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JESUS CALfS FORD/SCIPLES 
S,tllday School LesS(J'I1 Jor November 10, 1968 

BY J . BASHFORD BISHOP 

LUKE 5 :1-11 

O UR LESSON TODAY relates the events leading to Christ's 
di sciples' cal! into His ser vice. Great crowds wefe throng­
ing ahout Ch ri st to hear Jiis words. T o better satisfy 
that hunger and reach the multitudes more rapidly and ef­
fect ively, Christ enlisted the help of His followers. 

Today Chri st is still trying to reach the unevangelized 
multitudes. A nd He can reach them only as men and 
women respond to H is call , place themselves and all they 
have at His disposa l, and in simple faith in His Word 
lal\nch out into the deep of human need and let down 
their nets. 

THE POWER OF CHRIST (vv . 1-7) 
Chri st had been preaching to the multitudes a ll Gali­

lee's shor(', using Peter's boat a s a pulpit. 
1. The clwlle 'lge. "Now when he had left speaking, 

he said unto S imon, Launch Out into the deep, and let 
down yOllr nelS for a draught" ( v. 4 ) . This command was 

'4 

THey FOR50 0J( AL~, 
AND FOLLOWEiD HIM . 

Christ's first step in preparing Peter and the others fo r 
their future ministry. Our success in Christ's service will 
depend on the extent to which we have launched out in 
faith in Christ. As long as we arc content to dabble near 
the shore, our influence for God \\'ill be limited. Timidity, 
indolence, and fear keep us from realizing His power. 

2. The co nfession. "A nd Simon answering .<;a id \Into 
him, \\faster, we have toiled all the night, and have taken 
nothing" (\'. 5). What a picture of the futility of human 
effort in the realm of Christian service! Two feelings COIll­

mon to us all sccm to stand out here: (a) Weariness. 
Fishing is hard work. P eter and the others had spent a 
fruitless night in hard labor, and their fa ilure only in­
creased their weariness. (h) Discoti ragellle'lt. To work all 
night and receive 110 reward is dishearten ing. 

3. The obedience. Christ' s com mand seemed fool ish, 
unreasonable. Tt cut across the human feel ings and logic 
of these worn-out men. They were experienced fi shermen; 
they knew the habits of fish and thc significance of the 
weather and time of day. 

":-J'evertheless," said Peter. Though reason and feelings 
a rgued against it, Peter obeyed! Tn like manner, if we will 
obey God and turn a deaf car to the clamorings of an of­
fended body and an in sulted intelligence, we too shall be 
am:1.zed at what Quist's power will accomplish! 

"Nevertheless"-a wonderful motto for life. For in a 
sense each act of life is a little " nevertheless ." Each new 
day calls for freshly adopting an attitude of implicit faith 
and obedience. It seemed so useless for Tsrael to march 
around Jericho 13 times; 'Ieverth eless the people obeyed 
God, and the insurmountable walls fell flat! It seemed fu­
tile for Elijah to pray for rain in view of a cloudless sky ; 
nevertheless he sent his servant seven times to look for 
rain- and down it came at last! It seemed foolish to Na­
aman to dip seven times in the muddy Jordan; neverthe­
less he swallowed his wounded pride, ignored his natural 
reasoning, obeyed God-and came up healed of his lep­
rosy! Many times we are tempted to become "weary in 
well doing ." But if we can say, "Nevertheless at thy 
word," and in obedience let down our nets, we shall be 
rewarded. 

4. The reward. "And when they had th is done, they 
inclosed a great multitude of fishes" (v. 6 ) . The miracle 
reveals Christ as the Lord of nature. Tt was a prophetic 
symbol of the spiritual success these men would have 
later when, in obed ience to His command, they would 
wait until they were fill ed with the Holy Spirit and con­
sequently would win 3,()(X) converts in one day. 

THE CALL OF THE DISCIPLES ( '1"1 . 8-11 ) 

The re\'elation of Christ's power brought to Peter and 
the others a realization of H is divine glory and an aware­
ness of their own personal unworthiness. 

"And Jesus said unto S imon, Fear not; from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they had 
brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed 
him" (vv. 10, 11 ) . These men did not have a great deal 
to give up to follow Chr ist in full-time service. Yet be­
cause it was their all, it represented entire consecration. 
He surre11ders much who S!trrenders all, howC'l/er little it 
may be,' he surrenders nothing ~tJho holds back an'ything . 
The glory of serving Christ and witnessing for Him is so 
great that it compensates a thousandfold fo r any sacrifices 
and difficulties we may undergo for His sake! ...e 
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P[ SON TO E .oN EVANG[ I tt 
DAYBREAK 

OVER THE WABASH 
By NOAH p, WHITE 

IT WAS A HOT DAY IN JCNE :'of AN\' YEARS AGO, and I 
was hitchhiking frOIll Dayton, Ohio, to 5t. Louis, 

-r-.Tissouri, For three or four hours 1 had waited on the 
outskirts of Ihazi!. Indiana, for a ride that didn't come, I 
gave up in disgllst and started walking down the highway 
toward Terre Haute, nearly 20 miles away, 

After walking a couple of rmJcs, I overtook a young 
fellow a few years younger than I, and we became buddies 
immediately. He tOld me his name was \'ernice, he was 16 
years old, and on hi s way to the wheat ficlds of Nebraska 
where he hoped to find employment. 

\Ve walked on for a few miles together, then darkness 
overtook us. Spotting a large oak trCe in a nearby p.'l.SlUre, 
we decided to make this our re sti ng place for the night. 
\Ve climbed over the barbed wire fence, spread out my 
raincoat, and prepared a bed in the grass under the tree. 

I remarked to Illy companion that 1 always prayed be-

WHY I 1l1l1l7 HAVE ELECTRICITY 
(Continued from page 16 ) 

to ha\'e electricity in my home. T his is the age of reason, 
and if one doesn't look for cause and effect for every­
thing, he is li kely to be thought of as one who is not 
ohjective in h is thinking. 

T here is also the matter of which brand of electrical 
supplies to huy. \ \1ho knows what is right anyway, with 
each brand saying, ('Ours is best," or "Come to our 
store . we have the hest electrical equipment in town." 
How can a person know what to believe? I asked Mrs, 
Williams which store she likes best, She told me which 
one but she said, " It isn't the store that's so important, 
but whether you' re rece iving electricity from the power 
company or not." ntH she's a simple person. It seems 
more logical to decide which store is the right one first. 

Finall'l, thcre's the matter of th e cost-a bill every 
month . I'd hate to give tip anything, like money. just for 
light. And there would be fuses to change ( that is, if 
I belonged to tha t school of thought ) and bulbs to re­
place and e.'i:tensioll cords to move from one place to 
another. I'm afraid 1 just couldn't hold out. 

l( I e\'er get to the place where I think I can really 
trust the power company and pay my bill s and real ly be 
a good subscriber, without eve r being tempted to give 
up, then T'll call up and ask to have that electricity thcy 
talk about installed in my house too, Tn the meantime 
I think r have it as nice as the next person. 

ReIJl'"l'll fd by prrmissiou frotl! "His" (sll/deut mag(lsiue of luter­
Varsil}' Christl(m Fellowship) © 1967. 
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fore retiring and asked if he would care to pray with 
me, He 5.'l.id he would, hut didn't know how. 

l talked to hi111 for sometime about God's lo\'e for 11:; 

and the plan of salvation through the Lord JC~lIS Cltr;", 
I quoted some Scripture verses to him and told of a wou­
derful Sayiour who hears our heart's prayer. It wa" al-
1lI0st dark when we knelt IIllder the old tree and hegan to 
pray. I could hear "ern ice's \·oice, faintly at first, then 
growing louder and more confident. 

After several minutes we arose. I noticed in the dim 
twilight that m} companion was smiling for the first 
time since we had met. II is face seemed to shine, I Ie 
then related a touching story to me. 

He said his father was dead and his mother had re­
married. His stepfather didn't want him at home any 
longer, so he had left home that morning and walked all 
day with nothing to eat. He felt there was no one who 
cared for him and had dec ided to jump off the hridge 
into the \\'abash River whcn he reached Terre Haute. 
"But now," Vernicc exclaimed. "I feel w light! The 
heavy burden and weight inside me are gone." 

The next morning as \-eruicc and I paned near Terre 
!laute, he spoke with emotion as he tried to tell how glad 
he was that our 1)<llhs had crossed. ).Iost of all he was 
grateful hecause [ had told him ahemt a Friend who 
loyed and cared for a poor. outcast. friendless hoy. 

The la st time I S3W "enlice he was ~tallding on the 
Wahash H.iver bridge waving good-hye to mc. lie had a 
smile on his face, and 1 kne\\' that [ need nOt worry 
about him jumping off the bridge into the I"i\'er, 
he had found a real Friend: our Saviour, 
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\ WHY 

IDONTHAVE 
ELECTRICITY 

A MQdern Parable by MAXWELL E. COBBEY 

SOMEONE OCCASIONALLV TELLS ME, more often in­
directly, that I ought to have electricity in my home. 

Il rubs me the wrong way, because T see the questions 
involved qu ite clearly and have good reasons for the way 
J choose to live. I've thol1ght a lot about whether or 
not to have electricity. And I believe 1 have more light 
on the matter and am much more rational in my approach 
than the emotionally motivated and credulous people who 
say to me, "Do you have electricity yet?" 

Frankly, T don't understand electricity well enough to 
have it in my home. I'd rather have something that 1 can 
understand and prove, something I'm sure of, like kero­
sene lamps and stoves. They work, and T kno\v why they 
work. 

Light bulbs, fuses, extension cords, outlets-it all 
sounds so complicated. Vvho really knows how to have 
electricity? Some people say you have to change fuses; 
others say fuse-changing is automatic. I'll wait until the 
people who claim to have electricity can agree about it 
before I try to get it. 

I hear others say you're always repairing something, like 
changing a bulb or fixing an extension cord (whatever 
that is) or doing something else. The other day a man 
who says he etljoys electricity in his home told me that 
he found a place where there was poor contact with the 

IS 

power, and that was the reason ior some trouble that he 
was ha"ing. After cleaning that up, he had light again. 
I'd hate to have to go around looking for dirty contacts 
all the time. It sounds like no one really knows what 
electricity is all about. I'm a practical man and prefer to 
believe only what I understand and can prove. 

The talk about electrons and negative charges and ohms 
is impractical and ethereal as far as I'm concerned. 
There's :\frs. \\,iliiams, next door. I doubt that she knows 
an electron from a proton; and yet she claims to have 
electricity. I'll stick to the things I can prove and see, 
like di rty lamp chimneys and empty vessels. 

Besides, T don't believe in having light just by throwing 
a switch. T believe I'm responsible to light my own lights 
myself. It's wrong to expect a power company ''layoff 
somewhere to give me light witham me doing anything 
except throwing a switch. I believe in raising the glObe, 
turning up the wick, and striking a match so that I can 
make my own light. As a matter of fact, I'm rather 
proud of the way I light lamps. 

Some people say they can remember the day and year 
they received electricIty. I JUSt don't think it cou ld be 
such a vivid experience. Others say that they can't re­
member when they first got it , but that they know they 
have it. But in that case, how could they be sure? I 
can't believe that anyo ne can be sure he has electricity. 
They should say, "I think I may have electricity," or 
"In my opinion T have electricity." But to say, "1 have 
electricity," is being dogmatic and presupposes real under­
standing of what it is. Something these people simply 
don't have. 

Some people seem to have electricity (that is, they say 
they do) and other people don't ha\'e it. I should think 
that if there really were a power company, it would want 
everyone to have electricity in his home. If electricity 
were real, we would all have it. But as far as r know, 
I've never experienced a part icle of it in my home. 

When I was younger, my folks used to send me to an 
electrical sto re, a real nice one. One time I decided I 
would see for myself if there really was anything to this 
electricity stuff. So 1 bought a bulb and brought it home. 
T watched it for a long time. but at night it was just 
as dark as anything else in the house and a lot darker 
than the kerosene lights we lighted ourselves . I asked the 
manager at the electrical store, and he said 1 needed a 
switch. So I bought a switch that he recommended and 
took it home. I switched it I don't know how many times. 
but I never once saw any light. Finally one of my friends 
laughed at me and asked me what I was doing with a 
light bulb in my home. So I threw the switch and the 
bulb away, and I haven't darkened the door of an elec­
trical shop since. 

Suppose I did want electricity? What should I do to 
get it ? Some make it sound so simple! They say all you 
have to do is call up the power company and ask them 
to give you electricity. Can you imagine-just ask-that's 
all! That's foolishness. Life is never that easy. 

I have lots of questions that wi!! have to be answered 
before 1 can ever believe that electricity is for me. 
For instance, how can electrons that I can't see, make 
light? Vihy are electrons said to be negative particles 
of electricity rather than positive? These and many other 
qllestions will have to be answered before I ever ask 

(Co'itinued on page 15) 
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