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| CAME AWAY FEELING, “WE ARE IN THE GRIP OF SOMETHING IMMENSE—SOMETHING WE

DO NOT QUITE UNDERSTAND—SOMETHING THAT INTENDS TO CONQUER US!™

‘AND
THE BEAT

GOES
NI’

By C. M. WARD

Ahk;\m.\‘a'u' HEADLINE in a prominent Missouri
newspaper stated, “We Need Cleansing of
Hearts.” United States Senator Stuart Symington had
further said, *“Americans must take a careful look at
what 18 wrong in our society.” To me his comments
sounded like the Sunday night evangelistic service, with
an altar call.

[ sat waiting for an interview in a very large radio
station not long ago. The staff was composed of highly
trained, intelligent, generous people. I could not have
heen received more graciously or treated more kindly.
and

Technicians, engineers, continuity writers, staff,
stars were all at work., Production never lagged for a
second. The personnel seemed disturbed only when a tiny
interval of silence developed, or when an interruption of
the beat occurred.

It appeared to me that even the pounding of the
typewriters was synchronized to that beat. It was like
an intoxicant. It drugged you. It reduced you to its
will. It was almost like a hypnosis.

I came away feeling, “We are in the grip of some-
thing immense—something we do not quite understand—

C. M. Ward is radio evangelist for the Assemblies of God
weekly broadcast, Rewvivaltime, heard around the world on more
than 500 stations.

something that intends to conquer us.” That beat is strong
and relentless. It pushes man over boundaries.

The Bible describes a boundary. God told the first
man and woman: “Of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17).

There is something more than the arbitrary will of
God involved here. God said there is a danger—a death.
Yet today we are destroying moral boundaries in the
name of academic and democratic freedom. Satan is still
tempting us: “In the day that ye eat thereof ... ye shall
be as gods, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4). The
lure to set our own rules, to decide right and wrong, to
be “as gods,” has caught up with us.

The sequence is inescapable. Violence and murder fol-
lowed. “Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew
him” (Genesis 4:8).

One thing becomes crystal clear in human experience:
the strength of law depends upon God-consciousness.
When Adam and Eve broke fellowship with God, it was
not long until they were involved with lawlessness and a
funeral. There was not as much of a thrill taking things
into their own hands as they thought there would be.

There are some things to be left alone. You do not
tamper with the inch, the ounce, the decimal point. They
are fixed houndaries. Qur freedom from calamity de-
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pends upon our freedom from interference with these
boundaries. Break such a boundary, and there is an
inundation that will not quit.

The knowledge of good and evil belongs to God. He
makes the rules and He knows why. One thing is certain:
a God-fearing nation is prosperous. “Righteousness ex-
alteth a nation: but sin i1s a reproach to any people”
(Proverbs 14:34).

Many years ago I read a biography called Our Fritz.
It is the story of the father of the German Kaiser of
World War I. Strong family ties linked him with the
royal family of Britain. Thus the nickname. He was
loved and respected by the British.

Unfortunately for the world, he died early in his reign.
He was a born-again believer. He observed things in the
Fatherland that disturbed him. He asked : “What is going
to happen to us as a nation if we cease to believe? I do
not refer to those of us who are not Protestant, but to
those who have ceased to believe that Jesus Christ is
the only begotten Son of God.”

History proves it was a prophetic look. He saw the
frightening inroads of sophisticated higher criticism that
exalted human pride above the Word of God. German
culture—no longer Martin Luther’s Bible—became the
status symbol.

So the thirst to become “as gods” reached epidemic
proportions. And the Word of God was fulfilled: “Pride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a
fall” (Proverbs 16:18). For Germany, World War I was
a fall ; World War II was destruction.

Hitler pushed the “as gods” insanity to the ultimate.
He took the seed of the Satanic question, “Yea, hath God
said... ?” and built the theory of a super-race and the
right and the mission to destroy anything “inferior.” The
result was unmitigated violence. “The voice of thy broth-
er’s blood crieth unto me from the ground” (Genesis 4:
10).

That was the warning in the soul of the German
statesman-emperor when he asked, “What is going to hap-
pen to us as a nation if we cease to believe?” The answer
is not debatable.

There is a tide of unbelief running at full ebb. Isaiah
described it with the skill of an artist: “But the wicked
are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose
waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith
my God, to the wicked” (Isaiah 57:20,21).

The picture of mire is to be bogged down-—stuck—
engaged beyond the power of release. It is one thing to be
soiled : it is another to feel the bottom giving way and to
know you are sinking. That is what unbelief will do!

You trifle with God long enough and you'll unloose a
flood of retribution that will not quit. James knew the
pattern: “When lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death”
(James 1:15).

Suddenly a jolt big enough to awaken this nation is
felt. We have experienced enough of them in recent years.
A commission is appointed. They note and catalog symp-
toms.

Undoubtedly such symptoms were observed and filed
in Noah's day. There is one thing that commissions fail
to understand. Only God can change the tide. And, mis-
ter, there is a tide that is running against and not for
this country at the present time.
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That ought to mean something to those who face
reality. It ought to say to them something is wrong.
Instead there is the philosophy that somehow we will
outdistance it. We will outgrow it. In Noah's day “they
bought, they sold, they planted. they builded”—too pre-
occupied to heed the warning (Luke 17:28). It is always
that tragic combination of godless unbelief and worldly
care.

I have often asked myself how it could be that they
“knew not until the flood came.”

Today we have brilliant analysts in every news media
who put it on the line. How can such ignorance exist?
Because where a thing is truly predicted, knowledge and
faith go together, just as ignorance and unbelief go to-
gether. :

Only when I give credence to that which is foretold
of God does it become knowledge to me. In no other way
can | know the extraordinary events of the future. By
rejecting this testimony of God they revealed the un-
believing enmity of their hearts. Note how well the Bible
describes them: “This they are willingly ignorant of”
(2 Peter 3:5).

You can be wise, but unable to read the writing on
the wall. When yvou want to be smarter than God and
make your own rules of right and wrong, look out!

Paul came face to face with this same situation
throughout Europe. He told the bon vivant of Corinth:
“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish,
foolishness ; but unto us which are saved, it is the power
of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of
the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of
the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe?
where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made
foolish the wisdom of this world?" (1 Corinthians 1:
18-20).

So testimony was given, as it is being given to this
nation ; yet through unbelief people can he as unprepared
as though they had not been warned.

[t is an awful thing to be caught in this relentless
rhythm of hell. Daniel told Belshazzar: “Thou. .. hast
not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;
but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven™
(Daniel 5:22, 23).

There came a full moment of reckoning!

Senator Symington is right. There is something wrong
with our society. We have made the Bible simply an
interesting adventure into comparative religions. Our
forefathers made it the cornerstone. We have developed
our own morality. Our forefathers left the question of
right and wrong to God.

We desire peace. It is the politician's dream, the draft-
card burner’s quest. It is the soldier’s sacrifice and the
demonstrator’s cause. Why can’t we find peace when we
work so hard for it and spend so much to obtain it?

The answer is clear. You cannot have it both ways.
Peace and righteousness go together. Paul told the Ro-
mans: “The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost”
(Romans 14:17).

You cannot go your own way and enjoy heaven’s
blessings at the same time. It cannot be done. “There is
no peace, saith my God, to the wicked,” It is time for
America to turn around and face that fact!



IT was HALLOWEEN NIGHT 19606. Already the neigh-
borhood was alive with children dressed in all forms
of weirdness,

We had been invited to a friend’s home for the evening
and were just leaving our house when the phone rang. I
heard the voice of a very disturbed young wife: “Rever-
end McIntosh? My husband wants to talk to you.” The
tone of her voice had an urgency to it.

Leaving the family at the home of friends, I drove to
the address. Pat Woodell answered the door and ushered
me into the living room where her hushand Ray sat wring-
ing his hands. He had been on a weekend drunk and had
just sobered up.

I took a chair where I could sit directly in front of
him and asked that we pray for God’s leading in our dis-
cussion. They agreed.

Then I asked Ray if he were an alcoholic. He said he
wasn't sure what an alcoholic was. So T told him their
characteristics—how they will lie and steal to have that
drink. The necessity to have that one drink is more than
they can control. That first drink leads to another and
another until they are intoxicated.

When I finished, he looked very startled. “You couldn’t
have drawn a better picture of me if you had known me,”
he said.

But analyzing his problem wasn’'t the answer. “The
first thing you must realize is that you cannot help your-
self,” T told him. “You need to be delivered. And your
help must come from Someone mightier than you.”

I opened my Bible and began showing him God’s plan
of salvation. When I was assured he understood that
Jesus Christ was his only hope for deliverance, I asked
if he were ready to give God a chance in his life. He
said, “Yes,” and we knelt to pray.

That night Ray Woodell became a new man in Christ.
He was delivered from his sins as Jesus came into his
heart.

But Ray Woodell’s story doesn’t begin or end there.
He later told me: “Several months before my conversion
a young man came to our door and invited me to church.
Before he left, he asked for the privilege of praying with
us. Then he said that if I ever needed help I should call
his pastor, Brother MeclIntosh.”

Ray Woodell never escaped that young man’s prayer.
“I couldn’t imagine why a teen-ager would be so interested
in me and my family,” he said.

Ray Woodell’s drinking problem started in 1954 when
he first moved to Kansas City from Arkansas. He re-
lates :

“I was too young to buy liquor, but it wasn't too hard
to find someone who would buy it for me. Drinking be-
came the biggest thing in my life. I would even borrow
money to drink on. T was ashamed for my family to see
me drunk and I would often slip into the basement where
we lived and sleep off the effects of the drinking.

“My last drunk was the weekend before my conversion.
That Saturday I went to town to pay some bills. As I
waited for a bus to go home, something happened. The
next thing I remembered I was sitting at a bar two
blocks away. This drinking spree lasted until Sunday
night.

“My money was gone. How could T face my wife?

J. L. McIntosh is pastor of Northeast Full Gospel Assembly,
Kansas City, Missouri.
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“I had often thought of ending it :

r 1
home and found my wite

time. I was loading my

wrested the gun from me
“After thinking about what had nearl

1s no hope for my situati

realized there

self. T had tried Alcoholics Anonymous,

e rime

my answer. Perhaps th

who had praved for me was talking about.
church could help me.

“T had to be sure this was what [ wanted to do, so |
waited until the next day—until the effects of the liquor
had worn off—hefore 1 told my wife, ‘Call the preacher
that young man who prayed for us a few months back
told us about.’

“Later while Brother McIntosh was praying with me,

[ felt a burning sensation in the area of my shirt pocket.
[nstantly I jerked the half pack of cigarettes from my

pocket and threw them across the room. No one had even

»
&

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Woodell and their five children.

mentioned smoking to me, but I knew then that God was
not pleased with my using them.

“T haven’t had another drink of liquor or smoked an-
other cigarette since that night in 1966.

“My wife and 1 had no previous church affiliation.
Now we are hoth converted, are members of Northeast
Full Gospel Assembly, and God has filled hoth of us with
His Holy Spirit. My parents were backslidden for years,
but through this they are again serving the Lord.

“Before this, our money went for drink. Now we are
buying a car. We are also buying a home. And we are
helping to support the church with tithes and offerings.

“Tt is simply impossible for me to tell you how much
it has meant to my family since we have made ]Jesus
Christ the center of our lives. How [ thank Him for His
love and mercy.”

Ray Woodell's testimony is part of the endless story of
God’s great mercy. God met Ray’s need when he turned
to Him. He is waiting to do the same for you. @&
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Sure Control of Violence

8 I .’r\J_ bBright "“.‘"_\"',’.-_'i." Canpus Lr -’_\'-'|.fl.' f !

Christ International :
was shocked when 1 first heard of the tragic as

Sl 5511

1ation of Senator Robert FF. Kennedy.

hen I realized that 1 had no right to be shocked, fo
this act of violence is just another example of the logical
|

outworking of the natural human heart. As t

Paul wrote, ‘When you follow your own wrong inclina

tions your lives will produce these evil results: impure

thoughts, eagerness for lustful pleasure and there will
be wrong doctrine, envy, murder, drunkenness, wild
parties, and all that sort of thing’ (Galatians 5:19-21,
Living New Testament).

“What happened in lLos Angeles, Memphis, and Dallas
can happen anywhere. The only answer to present riot
and rebellion, turmoil and tumult, hate and horror, 1s the
1

love of God shed abroad in the human heart through the

power of His HH]\ “‘]1111

Everything But God's Will Is Subordinate

Madame Chiang Kai-shek, in US News & World
Report :

“Life 1s really simple, and vet how confused we make
it. In old Chinese art, there is just one outstanding ohject,
perhaps a flower 'on a scroll. Everything else in the
picture is subordinate.

“An integrated life i1s like that, What is that one
of God. . . |

flower? As I see it now, it 1s the wil
used to pray that God would do this or that. Now I

pray r-zl]‘\' that God will make His will known to me

What Once Was Wrong Still Is

Paul Harvey, in The King's Business:

“Nobody disputes the fact of our nation’s moral decay,
but there is much dispute ahout what should be done
about it. Most every newspaper, hroadcast, magazine, and
law enforcement bulletin headlines the degeneracy of the
generation.

“Not everybody wants to call sin, sin. Some call it
‘mischief,” ‘delinquency,” or ‘rebellion.” And hardly any
body can agree where we should draw the line.

“Yet moral law is very specific to any reader of God's
Word. You can ignore that Word, or deny it. You can
argue it, deride it, poke fun at it. ... But when you have
done your worst, the Word is still there.

“There is explicit Bible LLaw which condemns: a child
students rioting to disrupt
the work of a university ...a social agitator encouraging

rebelling against his parents . . .

‘civil disobedience’ . .. adopting personal dress and habits
which are dirty, dishevelled, repulsive...having a beer
bust . .. having a sex orgy.

“These offenses are not new; they are specifically
defined in the Bible. And the laws against them have
not changed. What once was right still is. What once
was wrong still 1s.”



RMED WITH PSYCHOLOGICAL KNOw-HOW, adver-

tisers are systematically working to break down
yvour resistance. They are spending millions to persuade
consumers to purchasv the most exciting assortment of
commodities, conveniences, and luxuries ever devised by
man.

The admen would give you the impression that every
problem of your home and family will be solved simply
hy acquiring their products. They presume, of course, that
in this affluent society everyone can afford a private
swimming pool, several cars, a lake cabin, luxurious
motorboat, and anything the human heart could wish.

Many parents fall for the bait. “If the children need it,
they shall have it,” they decide. So everything from lavish
new wardrobes to new suburban homes with central air
and automatic appliances go into the family budget.

Children are often denied the experience of wanting
something and waiting for it. Once Junior was content
with a bicycle—now he wants a car. Once young sister
was happy with a new school dress but now she wants a
formal.

“Everybody’s doing it!” is the excuse. But everything
has its price, and eventually the average family awakens
to find it is spending more than it is earning. So Mother
hires a “sitter” and goes to work, while Dad finds a way
to moonlight for extra income.

Parents become overtired and frustrated; homelife is
disrupted ; children are neglected—and everyone is on
edge. Dad and Mother salve their conscience by saying,

6

“We just must meet the payments—we need these things
to make our home happy,” as though things can make
family life happy and successful. It would be funny if it
were not tragic.

You can live better for less. Here’s how. Take advan-
tage of these unadvertised bargains in happiness that are
available to every family.

Companionship has no consumer product rating but it
can bring some of the greatest pleasures any family ever
enjoyed. Anyone can pack a simple picnic lunch and
enjoy a good time at the park.

An hour of Dad’s time spent behind a catcher’s mitt,
letting a boy demonstrate the speed and control with
which he can pitch that ball, will do more for his son
than a pocketful of cash to spend downtown.

An occasional walk and heart-to-heart talk with Dad
can do more for a girl's self-confidence than a shopping
trip or a session at personality school.

Haven't you noticed, when you play with the little
ones, how much they want your fellowship? “See me,
Daddy ! See what I can do!”

Try giving them more of yourself and less things.
The gift will be infinitely more satisfying and the month-
ly payments no trouble at all.

Having Mother at home is not so much a luxury as a
necessity—but it means more to children than the most
expensive outfit at the clothing store. Better is the modest
home into which a child can run confidently when school
is out and say, “Where are you, Mom? Guess what hap-
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pened today!” than a lonely, tomblike house, however
exclusive or lavishly furnished it may be, where there is
no one waiting except a “sitter” who is impatient to
return to her own home. Mom may think she i1s doing
something big by earning the money to pay the “sitter,”
the delicatessen, and all the costs of keeping up with the
Joneses, but any small boy can tell you that nothing
from the delicatessen is half as wonderful as watching
his own mother mix up cookies or cinnamon rolls, and
then smelling the sweet, spicy fragrance from the oven.

There is no price tag on laughter, either. In fact, it
cannot be bought, but your home can have it. Incidentally,
it can save a lot of doctor’s bills too. Someone wrote to a
medical authority asking what is the best heart medicine.
The substance of his reply was that laughter not only
does the heart good like medicine (as the Bible puts it)
but 1s also a tonic to the stomach, liver, glands, kidneys,
arteries, and blood pressure.

Another way to live better is to tell stories to your
children. Instead of spending money on entertaining, tell
them stories from the Bible and from other books and
from your own experiences. No entertainment is quite as
satisfying as a story personally narrated by Dad or Mom
with all the expression and color you can put into it.

Something else you can afford to have in your home
are good manners. This kind of training will help your
children more than dancing lessons or psychiatry.

Peace in the home 1s within your income too. There is
a price tag on this. It may cost some self-denial, such as
buttoning your lip to cut off a sharp retort. It may cost
a bit of kindness, “Yes, Dear"—or an apology, “I'm
sorry; I was wrong”—but it will not increase the monthly
payments.

Showing love will definitely raise your standard of
living. One day I counselled a young lady who was in
desperate need of help. After conversing at some length
I sensed that the girl had not uncovered the bhasic cause
of her insecurity and confusion. Later she wrote that her
greatest childhood regret was that her mother and father
had shown her no affection. The sequel was that the
girl gave all her heart to the first young man who
showed her any affection. We can only hope he is the
right one!

Above all, you need God in the home if you want
your family to live better. He desires to dwell in each
heart, of course, but there are some things a parent can
do to welcome His gracious Presence into the family hie.
One is to give thanks to Him before each meal. Another
is to read the Bible together in the home each day, as
well as to attend church together.

When the Son of God was upon earth, He graced the
humblest homes with His presence. He blessed the hread
on their tables, stroked the heads of their little children,
and solved their family problems by performing miracles.
As the Unseen Guest in your home He will do the same
for you.

To summarize, there are many ways you can live bet-
ter for less money. Why not have a family conference
and decide to halance the budget? Not only will you save
vourself from possible bankruptey, hut the kind of people
your children are a few years from now will make you
glad there was companionship, laughter, peace, and love
in your home when they were growing up. B
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F YOUNG PEOPLE GET INTO TROUBLE, who

is to blame? Is it entirely their fault, or
must parents carry a large part of the responsi-
bility ?

One thing we know: problem youth do not
just happen. They are the product of environ-
ment and example. Instead of blaming their chil-
dren, perhaps parents need to examine them-
selves to see if they are giving the right kind of
traming.

Take a minute to grade yourself on the fol-
lowing questions:

YEs No
1. Do you sometimes say ‘“no” and teach

the children they can’t have everything

they want? [laeE)
2. Do you show personal affection to

make your children very certain that

vou love them? 13 ikl
3. Do you treat each child as an individ-

ual and really try to get to know him? [] []

4. Do you promote character-building
recreation, amusements, and hobbies in
your home? =
5. Do you provide good magazines and
books for your children, including
Christian literature ? T
6. Do you give as much time, thought,
and money to the spiritual growth of
your children as you give to their
physical, mental, and social growth ? 5

~1

Do you encourage your children to
bring their friends home frequently? [] []
8. Do you always know where your chil-

dren are and what they are doing ? Do

they always know where you are and

what you are doing? Ed i
9. Do you demonstrate to your children

that Christ, prayer, and Bible reading

are important in your life? (=]
10. Do you take your children to Sunday

school, worship services, and other

Christian gatherings? S ARl

If you can answer “yes” to all 10 questions,
you are doing well. If not, you need to improve
your own record before expecting your children
to improve theirs.



DO NOT LET THE TIDES OF VIOLENCE, CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, AND REBELLION AGAINST AUTHORITY SWEEP YOU AWAY FROM GOD.

HE AGE OF MAN slowly sinks to its demise. Its con-

vulsive death struggles are felt in every area of
life. Jesus painted the picture in Matthew 24 and warned
His disciples that these death throes were bound to test
their faith and patience. :

He said many would be “led astray” and would fall
away’ (see verses 5,10, Amplified Version). Unless a
person is looking at Christendom through rose-tinted
glasses, he must realize this is happening right now in an
unprecedented way.

The most searching and alarming of all Christ’s pre-
dictions comes in verse 12: “And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”

Jesus warns us ahead of time and then tells us the
cause of spiritual coldness will be the increase of iniquity

lawvlessness. Rebellion against authority 1s no new
principle. Its working, through the centuries, has been
like leaven in dough: somewhat hidden, a “mystery”
(2 Thessalonians 2:7).

However, the mystery of lawlessness is now in the
open and will soon find embodiment in the Lawless One
(the Antichrist). The coming of this evil genius “will
be attended by great power and with all sorts of [pre-
tended| miracles and signs and delusive marvels—[all
of them| lying wonders—and by unlimited seduction to
evil and with all wicked deception...” (2 Thessalonians
2:9,10, Amplified). The tidal wave of lawlessness now
prevailing in the world is understandable—and inevitable
—in the light of this statement.

In homes, colleges, communities, and nations, rebellion
against law and order is the gravest problem of the hour.
Protests for a thousand causes, by multitudes of different
people, erupt like rashes of boils. A protest against having
nothing to protest about can be expected next!

Yet how can people know God's laws unless they read
the Bible? It is quite possible there are thousands in this

By GEORGE HOLMES

country who have never even heard of the Ten Com-
mandments, let alone know where to find them. With all
the moral road signs obscured or removed a holocaust
of trouble is inevitable. Understandably, Jesus pointed
out that Christians living in such times as these will find
their spirits worn with an uphill fight and temptations to
slipshod living.

Today people seem gullible enough to believe in any
panacea offered in the name of religion—except the
saving gospel itself. They will mail their money to cranks
who offer the most preposterous remedies for their ills.
“Take heed,” the calm voice of Jesus speaks over the
centuries, “that no man deceive you. For many shall
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many. And many false prophets shall rise and shall de-
ceive many.” Many impostors are fooling many people.

Wars, hot and cold, grip men with fear and un-
certainty. The confusing blast of propaganda, the de-
parture of sons and husbands to Vietnam, the seeming
lack of solution or possible end to the conflict are, in
themselves, a war of attrition upon the believer’s spirit.

The bedlam of opposing ideologies and the mushroom-
ing of militant minorities has caused “nation to rise
against nation and kingdom against kingdom,” as Jesus
predicted. Worldwide rebellion and relentless revolution
is the climate in which we live.

Famines, pestilences, and earthquakes add their terrify-
ing quota. Predictions that part of our continent is to fall
into the sea are sufficient to make people flee to “safer
areas.” It would be wise to heed the written declaration
of the Lord God: “T will once more shake not only the
earth but heaven as well. The words ‘once more’ plainly
show that the created things will be shaken and removed,
so that the things that are not shaken will remain” (He-
brews 12:26, 27, Today’s English Version).

“All these,” explained Jesus, referring to the foregoing
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tensions, ‘‘are the beginning of sorrows.” The death
throes of man’s day will coincide with and become the
labor pains of the Day of Christ—the Millennium when
He will reign upon the earth and bring in the Golden Age
of peace and prosperity.

Like an incomparable physician, having diagnosed the
cause, Jesus also deals with the symptoms of spiritual
coldness. As a thermometer indicates a person’s physical
condition, so our leve reveals our spiritual state. We may
say we love God, but our acts prove whether we really
do. “The love of many shall wax cold,” declared the
Saviour, “because iniquity shall abound.” If our love is
not growing, it is decaying. Love is not sentiment, caprice,
or merely a warm feeling. “This is the love of God,

READ
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Mold, all souls are mine; as the uui of the father, so
also the soul of the son is mine: the mﬂ l'lld sinneth, it
shall die (iukiel 18:4).
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that we keep his commandments” (1 John 4:3). Now
we can understand why living in an environment of law-
lessness presents such a challenge to the Christian. Mod-

ern man doesn’t like the idea of keeping commandments.

Our love does not ldenly turn cold. Jesus carefully
pointed out it “waxes” cold—that 1s, it cools _'.:f'i':tlll.'l!.".\-'.
Spiritually, it is not a blowout we have to fear, but a
slow leak. The fire dies down: there is a subtle, un-
noticed cooling off. There 1s a slow erosion due to the
winds of lawlessness. To the leader of the busy, funda-
mental church at Ephesus, Jesus said, “I have somewhat
against thee, because thou hast left thy first love” (Reve-
lation 2:4). The believers were not spiritually cold, but
they were on the way to becoming so. Never forget,
Jesus warned, “The love of many shall wax cold.”

By implication Jesus, in His searching analysis, shows
us the antidote for spiritual coldness. While many offer
a diagnosis of the 1lls of society and the (“.1L111‘1;,-t‘l1r1’.~1
alone advances the remedy.

We can help ourselves by remembering that Jesus told
us the majority of Christians will he affected by a declin-
ing love. Because He told us beforehand, none should be
tempted to say, “It could never happen to me.” It is
happening to many—right now—and no one can escape
the danger.

We must keep on rowing if we would not drift with
the current. Jesus put it like this: “But he that shall
endure to the end shall be saved” (verse 13)., He calls
for perseverance. The importance of the basic Christian
habits of daily personal prayer and Bible meditation are
vital and essential. And “let us not hold aloof from our
church meetings, as some do. Let us do all we can to help
one another’s faith, and this the more earnestly as we see
the final day drawing ever nearer” (Hebrews 10:25,
Phillips). Christians desperately need each other. We
need the church—and the church needs us.

Some centuries ago, in a town in southern Irance,
Marie Durant, a bright 14-year-old girl was brought h