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Hold God's Faithfulness 

Do YOl} HAVE A I'ROIll,UI ? Are you fac ing some special test at the 
present time-pe rhaps a physical test, or a financial problem, or trouble 
of some other kind? T hen it's a good time to remember the words of 
J esus. found in Ma rk I! :22- "l-fave faith it! God." 

Tf you say, "That's just the problem, my faith is weak," you can 
take courage in the fac t that thi s verse actually emphasizes the faith· 
fulness of the Lord rather than men's faith in Him. Students of the 
Greek language tel l us the lit eral meaning of these words in Mark 
J 1 :22 is. " Tl old God's faith fulness." Tn other words, COl/ tit 011 His 
failhflllllcss. Depend upon Hi m to help you . 

YOll can he calm and confident in the face of every difficulty or 
danger if you "hold God's fa ithfu lness." 

There a re numerous other Sc ripture verses to suppo rt this significant 
interpretation of Christ's words. In Romans 3 :3 , fo r example, "the 
fait h of God" clearly mcans C od's jaitlzfu[1Iess. 

And "hold" is so rendercd in Matthew 21 :26, which says, "All hold 
John as a prophet." Tn onc parallel passagc (Mark 11 :32) it is ren­
dercd "colwfu l. " In another ( T .ukc 20 :6 ) a different word is used and 
it reads, "They he persuad ed that John was a prophet." 

How beautifully these three words emphasize the hlessed truth of 
our Heavenly Father's faithfu lness toward His children . In testifying 
we should always hold that Goel is faithful. Tn daily life we should 
CO lmt upon it. At all times and under all circumstances ' .... e should be 
fully persuad ed of the fact. 

Faith is a basic rcquirement in human life . Faith gives strength. 
poise, and zcst for every enterpri se. We are often told that faith is a 
quality we should develop, but it is not always clear what the basis of 
our faith should be. Is it fa ith in man ? Faith in luck? Faith in faith 
itself? Or is it faith in God? 

F aith is no better than its object. Though it may stimulate a person 
temporarily, fa ith will eventually lead to di sillusionment, discourage­
ment, and defcat if its grounds are unreliable. Here, however, is a basis 
for a lasting faith. No one who puts his trust in God's fa ithfulness 
will cver be disappointed. 

Abrah am held God's faithfulness and was willing to offer up his son 
Isaac, if need be. He accounted that the faithful God was able to raise 
him up from the dead . I-Jis faith was rewarded. 

Moses held God's faithfu lness and in the strength of this fa ith he 
was able to lead millions of his people across an empty, scorching wil­
derness. 

Joshua triumphe<1 by this same confident trust in Jehovah. He knew 
the God of the Red Sea miracle could roll back the Jordan too. 

The apostles held God's faithfulness and were not daunted by the 
hostility of the heathen nor the persecution from the Jews. 

Long is the li st of those who, holding GDd's steadfastness, had faith 
and by it "slIbdued kingdoms, wrought righteollsness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions. quenched the violence of fire , 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens" (He­
brews 11 :33, 34) . 

All God's spiritual giants have been weak men who won great 
battles because thcy reckoned on His faithfulness to see them through 
to victory. He will not let you down. Count on His help. Have faith 
in His fa ithfulness. -R.C.C. 
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WE BELIEVE t he Bible 10 be the i""p;red 
and only infalli ble and 3uthoriutive Word of God. 
WE BELIEVE th31 there ;s one God, eternally 
existent in three persona: God the Father. God 
Ihe Son, and God Ihe Holy Ghost. WE BELIEVE 
in the deity of our Lord ]uus Christ, ;n Hi . 
";rg;n birlh. in His sinle n life, in His mi r aclU. 
in Hi . vica rious and atoninJ death , in His bodily 
re . urrttlion. in Hi . 3.cenl10n to t he right hand 
of the Father, and in Hi . pe<5on31 future re · 
lurn to thi s earth in power and l!lory to rule a 
thousand year • . WE BELIEVE 111 the llfessed 
Hope, which is the Rapture of the Church 3t 
Chri.I· . coming. WE BELIEVE Ihal the onl y 
means of being cleansed from sin ;s through 
repenlance and bith in the predou, hlood of 
Chri . t. WE RELIEVE that regeneration by th~ 
Holy Spirit ;s ab, olu tely euenl;al for person31 
ulvat;on . WE BELIEVE th3t Ihe redemptive 
work of Chr;.t on the cross provides healing-
01 the human body in an.wer 10 believing prayer. 
WE BELIEVE th3 t the baptism of Ihe Holy 
Sp;ril. aC'Cording to Acts 2'4, i . Kiven to be· 
lie"eu, who 3.k lor it. WE BELIEVE in t he 
sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit by who.e 
;nd"'elling the Christian is enabled to live a holy 
life . WE BELIEVE in the resurrection 01 both the 
. aved. and the lost, the One to ever13. ti ng lif. 
3ml the other to everluti ng damnal;On. 
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THE LAUNCJll~G of the ~!MHL'S-ll Satellite. sched­
uled for early 1968, will mark a great advance in 

the science of weather forecasting. 
Ever since the launching, 011 April 1. 1960, of TIROS 

1, the world's first meteorological satellite. weather 
watchers have been excited about the future possibilities. 
From far out in space the camera's eye call see the cloud 
formations over most of the world and can detect storms 
in the making. 

TlI{Qs If, launched in November of the same year, and 
TIROS TTl , launched the following July, continued the 
long-range U. S. program to develop a satellite system 
to prov ide worldwide meteorological information. These 
three successful experiments blazed a trail for the de­
velopment of morc sophisticated satellites such as NDI­
BUS. Scient ists confidently expect that in the very near 
future a system of several such satellites will provide 
them with data on weather conditions over the entire 
globe several times a day. 

nut meteorologists will not be the only scientists to 
benefit from the system . Naturalists. for example, will 
expand their knowledge of the habits of birds, animals, 
and fish: while geologists will discover many facts about 
deserts and forests. volcanoes and glaciers they long have 
wished to know. 

Scientists will be able to study the complete migratory 
habits of birds simply by tying tiny transmitters to their 
bod ies. Satellites will keep their eye on those giant sea 
tu rt les found in the area between the \ Vest Indies and 
the Ascension Tslands off the coast of Africa. vVith a 
transmitter attached, the turtle will "b roadcast" its move­
ments and activit ies. The information will be picked up 
by an orbiting satelli te and relayed automatically to 
stations on earth. 

Sti ll later systems-if and \vhen they a rc developed 
~wi1! not need transmitters to keep up with the turtles 
(or with the fish, birds, and other moving creatures). 
Their sensors will be able to d ist inguish between living 
things on earlh by the radiation they give off . These 
"eyes" in space will be able to look inside live volcanoes, 
study inaccessible deserts, survey dense jungle areas­
then report precisely on the conditions in an exact spot 
over a protracted period of time. 

The satell ites will detect forest fires, provide iceberg 
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From for out in space, the Nimbu1 Sotellite (1hown in the fore­
ground of thil artist', draW'ing) keep1 its oye on the ,porroW'. 
With the help of sea buoys, balloo" " oircroft, or ground stations 
it collects data on wi ldl ife migrations, rom at e weather con­
dition" and hord-to_reach oreal of earth. 

f'tEW 
EYES IN THE 
SKY 

warnmgs. and help maintain il1\·entories of coal, timber, 
water. mineral. and cropland resources. The information 
from the satellites will be gathered by a vast electronic 
-"ystem deyeloped by Radiation. Inc., of r-.relbomne. 
f-Iorida. called the interrogation. Recording. and Location 
System (IRLS). The widely scattered stations of the 
system, some on land, others floating on the sea or in the 
air, will intercept the satellites. interrogate them, record 
'he message, and relay it to a central point where the 
data will be separated and sent to those who want it­
whether meteorologists. naturalists, geologists. or others. 

Experience gained with the ND!Bl!s-B SateHite will 
pave the way for the NBIBt:s-D and the Advanced lRLS 
which by 1970 may tum Ollt to be the world's best snoop. 
It will enable 1113n to probe remote areas and gather 
extensi\'e information without ever going there in person. 

No wonder the weather watchers are excited! The 
strides of science afe so amazing that men's imagination 
ig stretching ou t in all directions. It is heartening to 
know that science can be used for peaceful purposes 
and bring benefits to mankind. rather than merely to 
devise new methods to kill and destroy. But scientists 
realize their powers arc limited. They can detect a 
forest fire. for example. but cannot always put it out. 

Satellites may discover that a volcano is erupting, but 
man is powerless to stanch it. He may discern the 
gathering storms but he cannot dispel them. His ingenious 
eleCll'On!c system may trace the migratory habits of the 
birds. but only God can guide them on their marvelous 
flights. 

God's eye is 011 the sp..'"Irro\\"~llot merely to observe 
but also to prese rve (Matthew 10 :29). Did you ever 
wonder about those sea birds that fly hundreds of miles 
out over the ocean? Where do they get their drinking 
wate r ? How lo ng could they survivt; on water from the 
briny deep? J f you are on shipboard when a storm 
comes up, yon will sec the birds scurrying toward the 
clouds. They scent the rain and fly il1to it. T hey dart 
under the drops, catch them in midair, and gulp them 
down. Our Heavenly Father's eye is on them and H e 
provides them with fresh water in the middle of the 
ocean! 

The same God who cares for the fowls of the aIr 
(Contilll!ed 011 page 14) 
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A 

QUESTION 

FOR 

ALL 

WHO 

PARTICIPATE 

'" COMMUNION-

WHAT 
MEAN YE 
BY THIS 
SERVICE 

? 
• 

By PHILIP A. CROUCH 

IN ExO[)US 12 we have the account of the first Pass~ 
over. All of the details of the supper are given; and 

toward the end of the instruction is this word to oncoming 
generations: "And it shall come to pass, when ye be 
come to the land which the Lord will give you, according 
as he hath promised, thaI ye shall keep this service. And 
it shall come to p..'lSS, when your children shall say unto 
you, What mean ye by this service? that yc shall say, It 
is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover." 

So it is with the Communion which the church obse rves 
regularly in its worship. There is danger that some of the 
deeper meanings of this service will escape the young 
people in our congregations unless occasionally they are 
reminded of its rich and symbolic meaning in the life of 
the church. 

Let us remind ourselves, therefore, of its sign ifica nce 
and answer the question. "\Vhat mean ye by this service?" 

P hilip Crouch is president of Central Bible College, Springfield, 
Missouri. He delivered Ihis message 10 the student body during a 
communion service held in the college chap.el. 
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ACTIOM 
First of an, in the service of communion we enter into 

an act together. Tn this act there is rich symbolism in 
every part of the service. Tt relates to the time when Jesus 
met with His disciples in an upper room just before His 
crucifixion. He was entering into a service He wished to 
he perpetuated. He was very conscious that His every 
action had rich meaning. 

As one studies the picture given of the Lord. he 
recognizes the importance of the action as well as the 
importance of the elements. Jesus took the bread; He 
offered thanks; He break the bread; He ga·ve to His 
disciples. Every verb is an action verb, and every noun 
is a word with symbolic meaning. 

This. then, is not just a memorial. A memorial is 
generally thought of as a monument, and, as such, is 
static and dead; but an act of commemoration is on­
going. \Ve do not see a group of spectators-there are 
too many spectators already in the church-but rather 
we find each member becoming a part of the act. By this 
<lct there is identification; \ve identify ourselves with 
Christ in a living commemoration. 

WORSHIP 

But the Lord's Supper is more than action; it also is 
worship. So much of our modern worship is incomplete. 
sometimes meaningless. often done by habit and without 
much thought. Not so the Lord's Supper. Here we have 
the entire spectrum of worship. J n the communion service 
there is confession; there is thanksgiving; there is procla­
mation; there is consecration; and there is self-dedication. 
One cannot come to the Lord's Supper without involving 
himself in all these acts of worship. 

V.,re hear the \Nord; we take into our hands the elements 
of the sen' ice ; we taste with our mouths the bread and 
the wine; we assimilate into our bodies the symbols of the 
broken body and the shed blood of our Lord. Memory 
and imagination recall the events of the garden, of the 
Cross, of the tomb. Conscience comes into play and 
asks, "Have I a right to be here?" Affection lifts words 
of praise and of thanksgiving unto our Lord. Resolve 
is strengthened to be faithful until He comes . Thus the 
:tct of worship enters into every fiber of our conscious 
heing. 

FELLOWSHIP 

And so we come to the table of the Lord by His grace; 
as a family we come. My brother is by my side. vVe are 
closer than blood relat ives; in fact, we are joined by a 
div ine blood relationship. F or we are a redeemed company 
-redeemed by Him who "loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his ow n blood." 

We come then to this table, His table, spread for sin­
ners who yearn to be made whole. We come not as 
perfect members of a household but as those who long 
for perfection in Jeslls Christ. \Ve come ·with our weak­
neSSeS to receive of His strength. \Ve come with Oll r 
burdens to be relieved and strengthened by His grace. 
\ ,Ve come through an act where we individually participate 
and identify ourselves with Christ. \ ,Ve corne to participate 
in an act of worship where we are saying by our action 
and by our words and by the deep feelings and emotions 
of our hearts that we are joining with the redeemed of 
all ages; we are singing pra ises and giving thanks and 
worship unto Him who alone is worthy of all ou r p raises 
and adoration . To Him be glory fo reve r and ever . Amen. 
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OUR DEEPEST EMOTIONS OF GRIEF AND ECSTASY ARE SUR ELY BUT ECHOES FROM THE FATHER' S OWN HEART . 

THE DAY GOD'S SON CAME HOME 
By PAU L E. BROWN 

TH E BEDSIDE TET.EPH O :-l'E RAN G with the nerve-shat­
tering tones of a midnight alarm. Groping in the 

darkness and inquiring with a sleepy "Hello?" my wife 
tensed as she passed the receiver to me. 

"Hi, Dad!" The words spoken by a fam iliar voice 
jarred me from my world of dreams . ' 'I'm at the Los 
Angeles International A irport . How about a ride home ?" 
It was Terry, our son who had been in Vietnam for a year. 

\~l ithin seconds the entire household was a frenzy of 
activity . Soon we were speeding down the freeway en 
route to the airport. Our joy and amazement were com­
pounded because the last word from Terry indicated he 
was fighting in the centra l highlands of Vietnam. 

The moment for which \ve had hardly dared hope be­
came joyous reality as we embraced our boy. H e was thin 
and hollow-cheeked, but bronzed and well . 

Harrowing experi ences of battle and fatigue had left 
visible traces in a young face that had aged too much in 
one short year. He had led some of his buddies to Christ. 
He had seen some of them die. He had cradled the hea~ 
of his best friend in his arms while the light of life wenl 
out- the result of a sniper's bullet. 

The hours of anxiety and loneliness were forgotten 
in the jubilant atmosphere of a reunited family. Our 
country had given our son a dangerous and bloody job 
to do. I-Ie did that job and now he had returned . It 
seemed our heart s would burs! with happiness. 

I can now appreciate a little more the emotion of our 
Heaven ly Father's hea rt when His Son went away. 
God's Son, too, responded to the ca1\ of duty. On earth 
the shepherds rejoiced and the angels sang, bu t there is 
no word in the Record of anything bu t heavy silence 
from the Father's abode. 

The task for which the Son had volunteered was 
dangerous and bloody. H e was called upon to make the 
supreme sacrifice-an ex perience from which our son 
was spared. He received unflinchingly the cruel thrust 
of the thorns, the spikes, the spea r. He felt the warm 
flow of His own lifeblood as it trickled down His 
bruised body. He died . 

But He rose again triumphantly. His tour of duty III a 
st range land was almost over. The communication system 
in H is Father's heavenly abode signa1\ed the approaching 
return of the vVarrior-Son. 

The wisdom of God has drawn the shades of heaven 
all that joyous moment of arrival, but my own father­
heart whi spers muffled secrets of that Father-Son re-

Paul E. Brown is professor of history at Southern California 
College, Costa Mesa, California. 
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union. Created in the image of God, our deepest emotions 
of grief and ecstasy are surely but hoes from the 
Father's own heart. Jesus returned home that day while 
the Father contemplated with understanding eyes the 
marks which spoke of the battle's terrible stress. This 
should give us jubilant assurance that His costly re­
demptive work was in order, for H e said, "That where 
I am, there ye may be also." 

That day of gladness speaks clearly of the glorious day 
when all God's battle-weary children wi1\ arrive Home 
to be welcomed by the Father's warm, approving smile. 



· NEWS AND NOTES ON OUR TIMES 

RESENT WORLD 

NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICA 
" Preaching Has Failed," Postors Are Told 

"T am convinced that we have reached Ih(' end of the 
preach ing cta," said Clyde T I. Rrid. addressing- an inter­
denominational State Pastors' Conference in :\'finnc<lpoli s. 

A communication crisis exist s in the church. he sa ie!. 
"\Vhen we understand that genuine communication re­
qui res dialogue. we realize that preaching falls short." 

Reid called on pastors "to reach modern Illan in new. 
creative ways. V/e must reach him through all the senses . 
with SOllnd as well as print. with color as well as black 
and white. with pictures as well as sentences, wilh dia­
logue as well as monologue, with variety as well as consis­
tency. with drama as well as speeches." 

\Vha! does the Bihle say about thi s? The apostle Paul 
stated "it pleased God hy the foolishness of preaching: to 
save them that believe" (1 Corinthians 1 :21). Preaching 
wi11 never be outmoded. But the individual Christian in 
the pew must reali;:e that as a servant of God he too is 
responsible for prOClaiming the gospel of Jeslls Christ. 
Dialogue may have its place. Paul sa id he was willing 
to adapt himself to certain circumstances that he might 
gain more soul s for Christ. He was willing to be flexihle 
for the gospel's sake (I Corinthians 9:19-23). No doubt 
there are modern methods, in addition to preaching (but 
not as substitutes therefor), which can he used to good 
advantage in winning this modern generation to the Lord. 

Parable af the Talents Reenacted 
A U nited Church minister in western Canada, look­

ing fo r a way to raise funds for building: and other 
church projects, borrowed the idea of the Biblical parable 
recorded in Matthew 25 :14-30. Howard McDiarmid, pas­
tor in Sidney, Brit ish Columbia. last Easter borrowed 

SJ.{X)O from a hank and distrihuted it among: 100 mem­
bers of his congregation, giving $10 to each. On Thanks­
gi\'ing Day (six months later) these members returned 
the 51.000 with an additional $4,000 profit from the 
various uses to which they had put the money. 

By multiplying it hy fh'e they outstripped the three 
"en'ants mentioned in Christ's parable. Tn the Biblical 
story. two servan ts douhled the money entrusted to them. 
hut the third bur ied his talent of silver and made no 
profit. 

" I Believe in God," 97 Perce nt Soy 
Apparently the American people aren't as ready as 

their theologians to ahandon their faith. Out of every 100 
adults interviewed by the Gallup Poll. 97 attest to a belief 
in God. 

While the finding is impressivc, it should be pointed 
out, the I>olsters S..1y, that "some people say they believe in 
God because thcy think it is the ri.1ht answer to give." 

A majority say they "strongly" believe in God and 
receive ..1 "great deal" of comfort and support from their 
beliefs. Most believe in a personal God~a "Heavenly 
Father who watches over each of us and call be reached 
by our prayers. 

Tn the period of a year, more than eight in 10 persons 
will attend church at least once, the survey showed. Most 
Americans say they pray "regul..1rly," and the prol>ortion 
who state no religious preference whatever is less than 
10 percent of the total populace. 

Teens Rate Bible Most Popular Book 
I n attempting to evaluate the reading habits of youth 

today, one fact clearly emerge&-the Bible overwhelming­
ly is the most important and most helpful oook they have 
read. 

Nancy Gilbert, reponing fo r the Gilbert Youth Re­
search, said a survey showed the Bible received four 
times as many votes as the two closest runners-up: the 
dictionary and the novel. A thousand young people across 
the U.S . were asked to select the one book they would 
save if a disaster ever struck. 

"Most of those questioned thought of the Bible only 
in terms of its religious and moral significance," she said . 
"Some teen-agers saw other values in the Bible : "It in­
corporates the greatest quotes and events of all time.' Or, 
'The Bible is a problem-solver fo r everyday situations.' " 

HOTEL FEATURES MODEL OF ANCIENT JERUSALEM-The 
Holylond Hotel in Jerusolcm disploys (I replic(l of this ontient 
c;ity ot the time of th e Second Te mple, before the Romons de­
str(lyed the c;ity in A,D. 70. Historions from Hebrew University 
supervised construction which wos C(lmplcted in 1966. The 
$222,000 project occupies olmost onc_quorter oere on the hotcl 
grounds, where guides ellploin the st ructure ond its history. 
(Note workmon in bockground,) 
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A slightly higher percentage of girls than boys (57 vs. 
49) tended to favor the Bible. The survey seemed to in­
dicate that the attention-getting tactics of a small minority 
of irreligious youth tended to obscure the thoughts of th~ 
conse rvati\'e majority. 

Canadian Evange licals to Convene 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada will hold its 

annual convention in Winnipeg, l\'fanitoba, March 19 and 
20. 

J . Harry Faught, president of the E FC, announced the 
following main speakers: John Wesley White, Canadian 
member of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
Howard Bentall , Calgary , Alberta ; and Dr. Ma riano Di­
Gangi, Canadian director of the Bible and Medical Mis· 
sionary Fellowship. 

Delegates will hear papers and participate in seminars 
on the relations of the EFC in the areas of government, 
social concern, evangelism, Bible colleges, and French 
evangelism. 

NEWS OF MODERN MAN 
"No, You're Not," Judge Tells Atheist 

Mrs. Ella Kube Nomland will be granted U.S. cItizen· 
ship even though she says she is an atheist, because a 
district judge in Los Angeles, Calif. , says she's not. 

Judge V·./arren J. Ferguson ordered the government to 
administer the oath of allegiance required for natural· 
ization to Mrs. Nomland, a research rtssociate at 
Occidental College in LJs Angeles for 15 years. 

"Dr. Nomland's belief in an ordered universe, one 
that w'as not created by human beings or animals, quali· 
fies as religion," the judge said . "That's the same as 
believing in a supreme being." 

Animals Help Man Fight Man 
The animal kingdom is now helping man wage war on 

himself. We are reminded of the Scripture verse which 
says "power was given unto them [Death and Hell ] . .. to 
kill with sword, and with hunger, and with deat h, and 
with the beasts of the earth" (Revelation 6 :8). 

An animal arsenal, ranging from elephants to bees, is 
being used by both sides in the Vietnam war, according 
to a report from Saigon. 

The Viet Cong are using herds of elephants to haul 
heavy Red weapons through thick jungles. Hives of bees 
have been rigged as booby traps, and poisonous snakes 
and spiders are used to guard underground hideouts. 

T he Americans have trained monkeys to spot Viet Cong 
tri p wires and to screech a warning when they find one. 
Scout dogs sniff out enemy soldiers and elephants help 
patrol the rugged area. 

Ghetto Negroes Are Apathetic, Not Angry 
Tragic apathy, rather than ange r, appears to be the 

dominant mood of Negro youths in city ghettos, accord· 
ing to a government·financed survey. 

T he unpubli shed report, made available to The Los 
Angeles Times, is based on interviews last August with 
5,886 youths- mostly Negroes-in selected areas of I I 
cities. It rejects the idea that most ghetto Negroes are 
angry. It says they are rather "overly contem or apa· 
thetic," ,md contradicts the notion that summer pro· 
grams to provide youths with employment, recreation, 
and education can prevent r iots. 
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BRITI SH ED UCATOR HONORED_ Gene rll l Su perin te ndent 
Th omos F. Zim me rm an , left , pre se nts a certificate of opprecio. 
t io n to John Carte r, principa l of th e Assemb lies af Gad Bible 
College, Ken ley, Surrey, En gla n d, d uring h is reccnt visi t t o 
the heo dquo rters af th e Assemb lies of God (USA) in Spring. 
f ie ld, Mo. Brother Corte r "'as honore d at II special lun cheon 
for his " mllny yeors of d isting u ishe d service t o t he Pe ntecostol 
move me nt of his notion ." In add it ion t o his Bib le school "'o. k, 
Brothe r Corte r served t wo t e rms os conferen co cha irman of t he 
Assemblies of God of Great Britain and Ire land a nd for mon 1 
years he was e ditor of " Redempt ion T idings," "'eekly ne"' •• 
inspirational ma ga xine of th e Brit ish ASUl mb lies. 

NEWS FROM THE MIDDLE EAST 
"Dig" May Prove to Be Ancient Zorathan 

A rchaeologists hope to uncover soon the ruins of the 
Old Testament city of Zarathan (Joshua 3 :16). If they 
do, it may replace Jericho as the oldest city known to 
man. 

The "dig," or excavation. is a mound in the Jordan 
River valley five times as broad as the mound where 
Jericho was unearthed 30 miles to the south. 

Uncovered thus far are remnants of a 5,0Q0·year·old 
house, but the excavations to date only go down to a level 
80 feet above the surrounding valley floor. 

Aqaba to Be a Ma jor Tourist Resort 
The first proposals in a three·stage plan to develop 

Jordan's Red Sea port of Aqaba into a great resort city 
are now being completed by the in ternationally known 
city planners, Doxiades Associates of Athens. 

The area to be developed is a IO·mile st rip of coastline 
bordered on the north by the existing town of Aqaba 
and on the south by Saudi Arabia. 

The Doxiades plan includes hotels, motels, villas, 
bungalows, and camping sites, supplemented with other 
necessary facilities . Major problems now under study 
concern provi sion of sufficient fresh water in the area, 
and the construction of the main coastal road. 
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IV~:" JFSU!> WAS ON EARTH, there were some things W title cO\lld not do! SOllnds strange. doesn't it? 
I Ie [ould do such great things. He cOlllcl walk on the 
water. He could raise the dead. He could feed the 
hungry multitude with one boy's lunch. He could turn 
water into wine. \:v'hen they brought the sick to Jesus' 
iecl, Hc healed them all! \Vhat a ministry. whM might, 
what power! 

Btl! then. what could lie 1101 do? 
/-Ie could not enter into the Holy Place of the temple. 

He Illust 1I0t trim the 1:lmps. lay bread 0 11 the gOlden 
table, hurn incense on the golden ·ahar. H e could not do 
that for! Ie did lIot come frOIll the right tribe. "For it is 
evident that ou r Lord sprang out of Jucla: of which tribe 
:'I105c5 spake nothing conce rning the priesthood" (He­
hrews 7:14). 

He could enter the Olller court. where the people were. 
That is where He was when they brought to Him a wom­
an taken ill adultery. (\Vby they did not br ing the man, 1 
do not know. It takes two to COlllmit adultery.) 

"Moses says she should he stoned to death. i\<\aster, 
what do You say?" 

J Ie did not say anything but stooped down and wrote 
0 11 the ground with Hi s finger. Fancy trying to entangle a 
person in His speech when He doesn't wallt to talk! Here 
is all example for us. 1f you arc suddenly assai led, if 
people demand an answer without giving you t ime to 
think or pray, do not say anything. Write on the ground, 
if you like. but take time to think before you speak. 

"!\faster, we are waiting for an answer. \Vhat do you 
say?" 

He could not deny Moses. He had inspired him. He 

Howard Carter is a teacher at the Assemblies of God Bible 
College in Kenley, England. This article is the substance of an 
address he gave at Central Assembly, Springfield, Missouri. 
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did 110t deny )'loses. "Yes, carry out the sentence; but 
don't be in too Illllch of a hurry. Let him that is without 
sin among you cast the fir st stone." 

The oldest among them walked out. The younger ones 
stayed longer but they finally left too. They could have 
stayed until this (by hilt they \vould not have confounded 
the Chris\. jje conld not deny:\loses, but He had not 
permitted them to carry out the sentence. He had not 
come to condemn. Someday He would be the Judge, but 
I Ie was the Sav iour thell. 

"Hath no man condemned thee?" 
"No man, Lord ." 
"Neither do I condemn thee: go, and Sill no more." 
That was ill the courts of the temple, but He never 

entered the Holy Place. He cou ld cleanse the temple. 
("Get Ollt, you buyers and sellers; make 110t my Father's 
house a house of merchandise 1") He could even speak of 
the coming destruction of the temple: "There shal l 110t be 
left one stone upon another that shall 110t be thrown 
down." He could make temple worship obsolete for His 
believers and set up a ne\v dispensation :lltogether but He 
could not enter the temple proper. JesJ/.~ could not do that. 

There was a second thing H e could not do when H e 
was on eanh. ~[artha hints at it in John 11:21: "Lord, 
If thou haclst been here. my brother had not died." 

\Vhen Jesus was on earth, H e could not be in two 
places at one t ime. He had not brought the power of 
om nipresence with Him. That was why Martha was 
grieving. That is why the "'"i se l\'Ten were able to find 
Him when H e was an infant. He was one person, in one 
place, at one time. That is why He could attend a wedding 
feast. H e was in one place at one time. That is why peo­
ple sometimes grieved when He was not in their city, but 
in some other place. That is why they could take Him to 
the brow of the hill to cast Him down. They did not do 
that, but they could take Him to the edge. That is why the 
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do! 

disCiples could see Him walking on the water. He was not 
everywhere. bllt in one place at a time. . 

He could not enter the temple proper; He could not 
be c\"crywhcre at once when He was on earth. 

J n John :;: 19 Jesus revealed another limitation of His 
earthly life: "The Son can do nOlhing of himself. but 
wha t he seeth the Father do; for whatsoever things he 
doeth, these also doeth the 5011 likewise." You can be 
asto ni shed at th is jf you like. I am astonished at it. Jesus 
could do 110thing. exactly nothing, of Himself. So He was 
\'cry man of vc ry man! \Ve can do nothing of ourselves. 
\Vhat good would it be for one man to use his influence 
upon another without the Spirit of Cod? 

The SOil of God could do nothing of l-limse!f and H e 
accomplished nothing until He was baptized in the Spirit 
of God . H1S first miracle was the turning of water into 
wine, and that was after he had been baptized with the 
Spirit. The Spi rit came down upon Him. So what He 
did, H e did by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

By the Spirit H e cast out devils. By the Spirit He 
walked on the water. By the Spirit He worked the 
miracles of blessing and heali ng. By the Spirit He 
endured Calvary. " \Vho through the ete rnal Spirit offered 
bimseJf without spot to God ... " (Hebrews 9:14) . H e 
cOlllcl not have borne the agony without the Spirit of God. 

Now r have told you what Jesus could not do while 
H e was on ea rth. He could not go into the temple; H e 
could lIot be in two places at once: He could not do any­
thing of Himself. But now He is risen from the dead; H e 
has convinced His disciples H e is al ive; a cloud has 
received Him out of their sigh t. The King of Glory has 
passed through the everlasting gates into the City of 
God to take His place at the right hand of the Father. 

He could not enter into the ta bernacle made with 
hands . but He could enter into heaven itself, of which 
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the tabernacle was only a type. There He appeared in the 
presence of God for us. He omld stand before the 
throne, offermg His own blood to make atonement for 
the sins of the entire world. 

This One, who could do nothing of Himself, now tells 
us, "Al1 power is given unto me, in heaven and in earth." 
He holds the scepte r of unive rsal authority. There is no 
limit to His IXlwer. 

This One, who could not be in two places at the same 
time, now says. "\Vhere two or three are gathered to­
gether in m)' name, there am I in the midst of them." He 
is everywhere 1 "La, 1 am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world." 

And He is able- "able to keep you from fal1ing, and 
to present you faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy." He is able to help them that are 
tempted; able to keep that which we have committed unto 
Him against that day. 

During the war I saw a building that had been blown 
to pieces. Only the arch was standing, with the words 
safe deposit still readable. It looked as if it were a very 
Htlsafe deposit by then . Those who had put money and 
va luables there had had their deposits blown to bits. 

But we know One who is able to keep all that we 
commit to Him against that day. H e is able to save to the 
uttermost all that come to God by Him. This One who 
was not a priest on earth has become an eternal Priest on 
our behalf, without limi tations, without termination of 
office. He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities 
and He invites us to come boldly to the throne of His 
grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in our time of need. 

Yes, there are a few things Jesus could not do when 
He was on earth, but there is nothi ng He cannot do for 
those who trust in Him today. ..-:. 
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CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT 
SlI t,day .)'('hool Lesso" for J1arch 10. 1968 

2 PETER 1 :1-14 

BY J . BAS HFORD BIS HOP 

PETER'S SECOND I.ETTER was addressed to Christians sub­
jected to false teachers who mocked at the idea of 
Christ's return and tall~ht that loose living was perfectly 
compatible with a Christi:w profession. This same re­
ligious philosophy is prevalent today. so P eter's exho rta­
tions, given to counteract such error, are timely. 

THE BELI EV ER'S DIVINE RESOURCES Iv .... 1·4) 

A numher of glorious truths arc manifested in these 
introductory verses: 

1. The hllmMcst believer (a lid all believers), Illrollgh 
jaitll, has Ilz r same spiritual privileges as those enjoyed 
by th e apostles. This comes through the justice and 
rightCOll 51lCSS of God. 

2. Tile salulalloll, "Crace and peace be lJIultiplied twto 
)'011 tlu'ollfJI, till' k " O'wledgr of God, a"d of JeSIlS Ollr 
Lord." points III' OJ,e of till' keynotes of the whole 
epistle: klltnlllcdrle. This knowledge, contrasted with that 
of false lcachers. is true knowledge-div ine rather than 
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BUILDING BLOCKS 

ADD 10 YOUR FAlfH Vwru<; 
AND 10 VIRfUf, KNOWLED6E; 
AND 10 KNOWl£OE>E, I<MPER· 
AWE; AND 10 IEMPWANCf, 
PATIENCEi AND 10 PATieNCE, 
GODUNESS; AND fO GODtl­
NI35, BROTHERLY KINDNESS; 
AND TO 6R01HWV KINDNfS5, 
CHARity; Z PETER l' 5,,",7 

intellectual; it is the knowledge of God and of Christ­
personal knowledge which comes by revelation from the 
I roly Spirit. From this knowledge flows "grace" suf­
ficient for every human need. This "knowledge of God" 
is the ground and source of " peace"; it is both peace 
·",ith God and peace of God. (See Romans 5:1 and 
Philippianc; 4 :6,7.) 

3. Through tire kllO .... t'[edge of God every believer lias 
lI"t'ailable M.'crythillg necessary fa litre a godly, frrcitfllilife. 

4. Cod's pllrpose- is to make liS partakers of His very 
lIaflln' throJ/gII "exceeding great a~,d precious promises." 
As we receive His Word in faith and obey it, we are 
transformed more and more into His likeness; thus we 
"escape the corrupt ion with which lust has infected the 
world" (v. 4, NEB). 

THE BELI EV ER'S SPI RITU AL GROWTH ( ..... 5· 9 ) 

I n view of all the wonderful spiritual privi leges 
and resources he possesses, the beli ever is urged to 
~!'ow and develop in spiritual graces and stature. "For 
Ih is very reason . adding your diligence [to the divine 
promises), employ e\'ery effort in exercising your faith 
to develop v~rt\le" (v. 5, Amplified). Growth is the work 
of God, yet it also requires ou r effort. 

As faith is actively exercised, the lovely graces a re 
developed. There is undoubtedly a relationship between 
the graces listed. One grace tends to produce another. 
'-' Virtue" may be thought of either as a separate grace, or 
as the sum total of the graces which follow. One noted 
scholar interprets virt ue as " prai se" and believes it is 
what was meant by Jesus when He said, "Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven." 

"Knowledge" here does not mean knowledge of the 
Lord (as in previous verses), so much as practical 
knowledge of the Lord's will in the details of the Chris­
tian life. 

Li ving out God's will in daily life requires "tem­
perance," or self-control. This means that by the power 
of God we are enabled to control and conquer self and 
follow the dictates and leadings of the Spirit. 

Th is self-control is to be maintained by a further 
grace; namely, "patience" (or endurance). 

"Godliness," which is to be added to endurance, seems 
to be a much broade r and more genera l grace than others 
here mentioned. Tt may include any att itude or conduct 
which is Godl ike. Peter may have been contrasting this 
grace with the ungodliness in the lives of the false 
teachers who sought to pervert the believers. 

" Brotherly kindness" and "charity" (love ) complete 
the "seven jewels" in the "golden chain" of Christian 
virtues. Brotherly kindness means genuine affection for 
fellow believers, whereas charity is to be exercised 
toward all the world. 

A chi ld who does not grow and develop nonnally is a 
source of keenest heartache to his parents. How then 
must the Lord feel about His chi ldren who are "barren" 
and "unfruitful" and never grow in grace? 

Peter declared that those who lack the listed graces 
are blind to their condition. lack spiritual insight and 
vi sion, and forget the grace of God by which they were 
delivered from thei r old sins. But those who diligently 
occupy themselves with God's will and avail themselves 
of His grace and graces will ensure for themselves an 
abundant entrance into His heavenly kingdom. ~ 
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BRlDGING THE COMMUl\TICATIONS GAP 
8" RON ROWDEN 

P 'L'L STATED A FACT that seems aimed at our time 
when he said there arc "so mallY kinds of voices 

in the world, and none of them is withom signification" 
(I Corinthians 14:10). 

The tiny transistor has changed this planet. Millions 
who canllol read can lislc,1. 

Despite expanding education. this world society has 
been forced to recognize that more than 200 million 
adult persons are unable to read and write. 

This group alone, equal to the population of the 
United States. just ifies every cffort of worldwide radio 
c\'angclism. 

For these persons eHn the Illost attractively printed 
presentation of the gospel Tlleans nothing. Their only 
hope is to hear the good news with their own cars. \Vhat 
an opportunity and challenge for radio evangelism! 

During His earthly ministry Jesus shared the Word 
of His Father with people from every walk of life. Many 
l-fc talked with werc unable to read the life- instructions 
presented in the Old Testament scrolls. Doubtless they 
were the :lI1cient counterparts of today's big-city ghetto 
dwellers and isolated, "culturally deprived" inhabitants 
of the App.1Iachians: the precursors of those who now 
exist on o,'ercrowded s..'lmpans and in cramped jungle 
huts. 

Perhaps Christ W:l.S thinking of these people when He 
said: "He that hearetlt Illy word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting liie" (John 4:24). 

Another passage of Scripture reminds us that "faith 
cometh by hearillg , and he:l.ring hy the \Alard of God" 
( Romans 10:17). 

I II a world society that has expanded far beyond the 
territor ies for which the early apostles were responsible, 
rad io has emerged as a solution to reaching the masses. 

Aware of the tremendous potential this communications 
medium affords, conflict ing ideologies are struggling to 
control the airwaves. 

Russia is filling the airwaves with propaganda 1,403 
hours per week. 

Red China knows the urgency of the hour- they are 
broadcasting more th:l.!1 1,000 hou rs per week. 

The Voice of America compiles 845 hours weekly. 
And the United Arab Repuhlic has joined in the ba ttle 

with 827 hours of weekly radio programming. 
In the next decade, the struggle for the minds of men 
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will become a titamc endeavor. And the \'ictory will go to 
those who are the most relentless and consistent in their 
communication With a receptive audience. 

Through the facilities of more than ~OO radio stations, 
RC'l.'i'l.'aitime is IIsing e""ry resource :l.\Iailable to reach 
the English-speaking lost with the plan of salvation. 
Btl! we cOllld do so T1luch more. Thou5<1.nds of stations 
would be willing to include Rrvivaltimc in their radio 
log. but air-time costs make it impossible for the broad­
cast sen ·ice to take advantage of these opportunities. 

\Ve can only extcnd this radio outreach as far as our 
listeners and local churches will send it. Complacency, 
neglect. and lack of vision are forcing Christian evan­
gelism to retreat from strategic areas of conflict where the 
!'ouls of countless men and women hang in the balance. 

Oh. yes. Rl·'l.:ivaltiHl(' is reaching millions of unsaved 
listeners each week ; hut we cannot be content when we 
should hc rcaching scores of millions t 

Through the co ncerted support of those who realize 
the urgency of these last days. a mighty victory can be 
won for the cause of Christ. \Vithout that support, we 
stand vulnerahle to the crushing onslaught of the armies 
of Satan. 

A missionary was explaining the plan of salvat ion 
to a group of nati"es in a small jungle compound. At 
the edge of the clearing stood a you ng Communist, 
evidently impressed by the message of the itinerant !},,1stOr. 

After the service, he approached the missionary and 
said, "YOIl Christians claim to have the truth . But you r 
people promote that truth with 'leftovers.' 

"'vVe Communists, devote all we have, even Ollr own 
lives, to promulgate our doctrine. Every penny we have 
is di rected to winning the world. 

"You Christians do whateve r you want. spend your 
money wherever you please, and the 'leftovers' you give 
to evangelism. How shortsighted you arc t" 

All signs indicate that the next decade will be a time 
of crisis for world evangelism. The task cannot be ac­
compl ished only through the face-to-face mi ni st ry of 
devoted miss ionaries. Literature alone is nOt enough. 
But radio romlge/ism can bridge the commlmicaliolls gap. 

\·Vith your support Rwivaitime stands ready to answer 
this chal1enge. \Vhere truth is heard, truth wil l emerge 
triumphant . Pledge yourself today to helping us broad­
cast the truth of God's \Vord throughout the world. 
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IN THE PARIS GOOD NEWS CRUSADE 

By BERNARD CLEMENT / PfI<tr>r, Paris F.1'(mqe/istir Cf/l/l'r 

ABOVE : Pa stor Bernard Cleme nt a nd Evangelist Hoi Hermon proy fo. the ~ick. " fre nch 
people were saved because the gospel .... os preached with anointing and se ri ousness, 
since rity and facts ," so)'s Pastor Clemen t . BELOW: A week-ni ght alto. se rvice. 
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f RANCE IS A ~IISSION FIELD. Al­
most 50 million Frenchmen 

have never seen a lJ ible. Although 97 
percent are baptized Roman Catholics, 
o nly 5 percent of them go to mass­
usually once a year at Easter season. 
There afC one millio n Protestants, but 
only about 45,(X)() of these profess to 
be born-again Christians. 

Paris, the " Cit)' of Light," with its 
nine million people ( morc than the 
population of Sweden or 13elgium ) is 
a very da rk place- like all large cities 
III thi s world. In Pa ris a lone an aver­
age of 100,000 people daily consult 
6,000 fortune-tellers and spiritists. 
T hese are the facts we face every day! 

There a re very few full -gospel 
preachers in Pari.s. Five Pentecostal 
churches belong 10 the French As­
semblies of God. and there are two 
small. independent groups ... for nine 
million people proud of their unbelief, 
so ns of Voltaire. The French are a 
reasoning people; only facts and 
reali ti es tOllch their hearts. 

Pa ri s was a challenge to the ministry 
of Eva ngeli st Harold Herman . . . and 
something happened, I can tell you . 
r was there to see it and to praise 
God with all the faithful saints who 
had worked so hard for such an ef­
fort in their city. 

The love for souls in the heart of 
Brother J. Phi lip Hogan (executive 
director of Assembli es of God Foreign 
lVlissions) pe rmitted this GOOD NEWS 

CR \,;SADE. He was touched when I 
told him about the French spiritual 
conditions, and through the mi ssion­
aries we received funds for the pub­
licity of this Hal Herman campaign. 

Hundreds came to hear the gospel 
for the very first time , and among 
these were many people who raised 
their hands and came forward with 
tears of repentance. Tn all , 240 gave 
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their names to be followed in prayer.::; 
and visits. 

As a pioneer worker in Francc and 
Paris for 25 year;;, and now as pastor 
of the P ar is Evangelistic Centcr, T am 
happy to sav that o ne month after the 
crusade. the hlessing is still going on, 
:;"Tany arc att cmhllg faithfully ollr pre­
bapti!>mal course evcry week. 

I cannot tel1 all the wonders and 
mercies that our Heavenly F ather ga\"C 
in Jeslis' name during this crus..1.de. 
The \'ery sou nd mini stry of our dear 
Brother I Terman, the direct message 
to the souls of mcn, ami the s incerit\· 
of his spirit did so Illuch impress th'c 
Parisians. Even the newspapermen. 
usllally sa tiated with sO much going on 
in Paris. stayed during the whole ser­
mon, though Ihey meant to rcmam 
hut for a few minutes. 

One fine young repon er of the 
great French magazine. Pllris .Hatch. 
ended hi s working day by kneeling 
with Brother ] lerman after a \'ery 
earnest personal talk. 

All the newspapers of the wy 
carried anicles about this crusade. 
Some werc "ery good, especial1y the 
one in the largest daily paper France 
Soil'. As you lIlay know, wc have no 
access to get programs on radio or 
tele\'ision in p rance, for they arc 
under government control: hut the 
T V people came to the crusade. It 
was the first telecast in Paris of a 
religious mcct ing of this kind. Eight 
or ten men came with thcir best e<juip­
Illcnt to show the meeting 011 tcle­
vi sion. 

Yes, somethi/lf! happened ill Paris. 
So many were healed that on the last 
S unday 43 persons came to testify 
what God had done. Just yesterday 
four people told me that the doctors 
had confirmed a definite healing. 
Praise the Lord! 

The Pari s E\,angelistic Center 
opened its doors for the first time 
with this GOOD NEWS CR USADE. Our 
church was located prev iously in a 
dancing hall that had heen closed by 
the police because of prostillltion. It 
was rented to us by the City of Paris 
(a m iracle in itself! ) until they razed 
all that section of toWIl to hu ild new 
apartmcnts. 

By faith the congrcga tion of I SO 
membe rs (most of Ihem saved within 
the last five years) bought the lease of 
a theater for $36,000. The church 
member s gavc $22.000 and borrowed 
the rest (including $2.000 from the 
Assemblies of God servicemen 's Cen­
tIIrion Fund ) . 
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This "'as Ihe fir st religiaus meeting of this kind to be t elecast a n a F'en ( h slotion. 

Rejoice with us . for Christ Jesus 
was exaltcd during this blessed cru­
,;ade. You prayed. yOI1 ga\'{~. you 
loaned-now rejoice, for it was a 
profi table in\·('~t!1H.·llt. I:r{'nch IX'opll' 
were s,wed by gracc Il('c;lIlse Ih(' gn~pel 
was preached with lo\'e ami anoint 
ing. seriousness and facls. This is the 
only kind of message anc! mimstry 
that Frelldl people can understand. 
helie\·e. ami accC.'pt. 

The new center was crowded up to 
the \'erY last ~l-at of tht· ha\con\'. \\'e 
had to -hri ng in extra chairs. On tht, 
last day o f the crusad(' ther(' was no 
morc room for the pt.'Ople. and many 
had to remain standing. 

What Brother I ral ll ermall did lIot 
even know was that we har! a call 
from the head of the state police: 
"Who is :\11'. Il erman? \rhat did he 
say to attract so many people. and 
the nCW::ipapers. and the TV reporters? 
Did he talk about Ihe french gO\'crn-

llIent;''' Tht'n he said " Don't you 
kllOw h(; hold no right to sp('<Ik III 

pulllic as a tourist?" 
I ju~t answcn'd kindly that w{' were 

an organ ized chu rch. that ('\'erYlhing 
was in order with the French gO\'ern-
1llt,:l1t. and that \\'t.' lIc\·er had prohlems 
of Ihis kind ,,-jlh thl' police. 

TIll' answcr was' .. EH'ry thing j" al\ 
ril!ht if he C01l1t'S and preaehcs under 
Iht' in\'it:ttioll amI rt'SpollsihililV of 
your re1ig-iolls organi7.ation." . 

Things arc changing' 1Il prance. \Ve 
h:tH' ~ome liherties. hut no rights to 
conduct opc:n-air meetings, or to broad~ 
cast 011 radio or T\", o r to use news­
paper ads. 

France is not an easy field for any 
kind of minisl(, r. It requires the lx>wer 
of the Spirit. The I-brold I rerman 
kind of ministry is the one w (' want. 
\Ve a1l worked together \\'ith harlllOI1\­
in the real presellt'c of th e lloly Spirit. 
\\'e want him to come again. ~ 

" Th e Fren(h are a 
... e ry rea son ing 
people; only 
reali ties and focls 
t ou(h thei r hea rts ." 
Lite rature is a 
... e ry important 
method of getting 
the fa(ts t o thele 
,pirituolly hungry 
people. 
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w@~oo ~~~~TI~@~~ ANSWERED BY ERNEST S. WilliAMS 
Will )'011 kindly explain Paul's reference in 1 Corinthians 
15:29 to being "baptized for the dead"! 

J do not consider haptism for the dead to Ix: a Christian 
doctrine or ordinance, No doctrine should be based on a 
single Scripture refercllce. Paul himself said, "Tn the 
mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word he 
established" ( 2 Corinthians 13:1 ). 

Mormonism teaches baptism for the dead. According 
to William Edward Bicderwolf. the ~Iormons teach that 
"preachers are now busy preaching the gospel to the dead. 
The dead may helieve and repent but since they cannOt be 
I,aplized and since baptism is necessary to salvation, this 
rite may be observed for them by some living proxy. The 
proxy has no wny of telling whether his work for the 
dead is efficaciolls or not; that all depends on whether 
the dead for whom he is baptized accept or reject the 
work thus done in their behalf." I cannot find in the 
Bible any support fo r this teaching. 

At least one commentary suggests that among the Co­
rinthian believers, who had recently come oul of idolatry, 
there were some who introduced into the church a heathen 
rite of baptizing for the dead. Paul did not approve this, 
hut showed ,hal such a doct rine is worthless if there be 
no resurrection of the dead as some were saying. 1n other 
words, he mcntioncd ha.ptism for the dead only to try to 
reason with them concern ing another error . "Why baptize 

~EW EYES IN THE SKY 
(COtltin'lcd from page 3) 

and the lili es of the field also watches over us. "The 
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their cry" (Psa lm 34 :15). Not only does 
He see us; He is moved with a fatherly concern for 
our want s and I Ie answers when we cry out to Him in 
prayer. 

Better eyes than unmanned s:l.tellites are watching 
over us. "The eyes of the Lord run to and fro through­
Out the whole earth, to show himself strong in behalf 
of them whose heart is perfect toward him" (2 Chron­
icles 16:9). He watches us by night and by day, with a 
love that can take in all Our needs and a power that can 
furnish all those needs. 

He beholds the evil and the good. No sin is hidden 
from His sight, but "all th ings are naked and open unto 
the eyes of him with whom we have to do" ( Hebrews 
4 :13). One of these days He will bring every sin into 
judgment, and sinners will receive the just penalty for all 
their wickedness; but today there is loving compassion 
rather than vengeance in His earthward gaze. 

Tom Duttoll was an alcoholic. His unkempt figure 
was well known in the booze shops of St. Louis. But 
the Saviour's eyes were upon him, for Tom's mother 
never ceased to pray for her derelict son. Vv'hen Mrs. 
William Booth, the mother of the Salvation Army, was 
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for the dead," he was saying, "if no one is gomg to be 
resurrected anyway?" 

:\Iy personal conviction is that Paul looked upon Chris­
tian haptism as a testimony of one's willingness to die 
for the sake of Jesus. "So many of us as \vere baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death." he wrote 
(Romans 6:3). Let us keep this thought in mind as we 
read I Corinthians 15 :29, 30 which states: "Else what 
shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead 
rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead? 
And why stand we in jeopardy every hour?" \Vhy 
jeQpardize our lives by being willing to be dead with 
Christ if there is no re surrection? 

The apostle Paul continues by 5<'\ying: "I protest by 
your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, T 
die daily" (or, 1 face death daily). "If after the manner 
of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what 
advantageth it me, if the dead rise not ? let us eat and 
drink; for tomorrow we die" (verses 31, 32). 

[ am told that the Mormons also make use of :\1"alachi 
4:6 in support of their doctrine. i>.lalachi says that in the 
last days the hearts of the fa thers shaH be turned 10 the 
children, and the hearts of the children to the fathers; 
but. as Biederwolf S..1ys, "anyone who can get baptism for 
the dead out of such a passage can get blood out of a 
turnip" (Mormonism UI/der the Searchlight, by William 
Edward Biederwolf). 

dying she said to her friend, I\lrs. Dutton: "Pray on. 
Tom will some day be saved." And he was. It took 15 
years, but one day Tom wandered into a mission in SI. 
Louis and was soundly converted. During all those 
years, Tom was never out of God's sight. Love's all­
seeing eye was upon him by night and by day, wherever 
he went and whatever he did. 

The Lord knows our downsitting and our uprising. 
He understands our inner thoughts. H e sees all our 
circumstances. As David said, "Stich knowledge is too 
wonderful for me" (Psa lm 139:1). Vye cannot com­
prehend it- but we can rest secure in the fact that our 
lives and our loved ones are under God's surveillance 
and loving care at all times. 4J& 

LONELY FOR VISITORS 
AN ELDERLY CHRISTIAN WOMAN was hospital ized and 
soon felt the sting of loneliness. Most of her church 
friends left the visiting to "somebody else," thinking she 
would never miss them. 

" ' hen her pastor called to see her one day, he found 
her sad and confused. Hesitantly she tried to express her 
feelings as she said, " If I had a lot of postcards, 1 would 
send one to each member of our church with this 
Scripture, 'I was sick, ... and ye visited me not.' " 

Not long afterward she went to be with her Lord, but 
there are many lonely ones still living and longing for 
friendship. Jesus said , "Inasmuch as ye did it not unto 
one of the least of these, ye did it not to me" (Matthew 
25 :45). 

TH E PENTECOSTAL EVANGEL 



The ordinances of the Church are water baptism (on 
the basis of personal repentance and faith in Christ) and 
the Lord 's Supper. These are given in each of the Gospels 
and repeated in the Epistles. Nowhere does the Bible 
teach bapti sm for the dead as a Christian Church or­
dinance. On the other hand. the Bible affirms that "it 
is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the 
judgment" ( Hebrews 9 :27) . T here is no promise of sal­
vation by proxy. The Scri ptures declare that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the only !vJediator between God and men 
(I Timothy 2:5 ) . 

Alleighbor has given me SOme literature published b\' the 
Jehovah's Wilt/ esse.t. and has invited HIe to come to ·their 
m eeting. Cal! yOIl Clldorse their teachingsf 

No, I cannot. r will endeavor to point out a few 
fundamental errors in their teach ing. 

The Jehovah's \Vitnesses teach that our Lord Jesus 
was a created being; that He was next to God, but was 
not God. This contradicts the Bible which says Jesus 
was the Father's glory "and the express image of his 
person" ( Hebrews I :3 ) . In Him. "God was manifest in 
th e flesh" ( I Timothy 3:16) . 

They teach that when Jesus became man He lost H is 
Deity. This means he was just a man, not the God-man. 
Without His Deity our Lord Jesus could not have made 
atonement for the sins of the world. 

They also teach that man is a sou l, not a person pos­
sessing a sou l. There are times when the word soul is 
used in the Bible to mean the whole of man. Abraham 
brought with him when he came into Canaan all the 

PRAYER AVERTS 
A POSSIBLE TRAGEDY 

"I WAS AWAKEN ED out of a sound sleep about 12:15 a.111. 

\Vednesday and felt impressed to pray for your sa fety." 
Sandy Schauble, a freshman at Cent ral Bible College. 
Springfield. Missouri. read those words from her mother's 
letter. 

Sandy, my cous in and r(X)mmate. had received this 
letter several days after returning from Christmas vaca­
tion. 

I recalled that trip back to school. Besides Sandy and 
me, there were two other CBC students and my older 
sister Mary, a private tutor. 

We were returning to college after the holidays. hoping 
to arrive by midnight Tuesday. Mary was driving. \Ve 
were 22 miles out of Springfield. and the roads were 
slick with a freezing rain, when we heard a dull thump 
like a rock hitting under the car. Suddenly the car began 
to swerve. \Ve knew it was a blowout. Imagine-a blow­
out on ice ! And we were traveling fast. 

Mary was able to control the car, and shortly we were 
stopped. For being as potentially dangerous as it was, it 
all happened so calmly and easily . 

When we got out to change the tire, we found it was 
the left front tire that had hlmvn out. 

The time-ll :15 p.m. Tuesday. At home in Ohio it 
was 12 :15 a.m. Wednesday-the exact time that Sandy's 
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Sallis that he possessed. men. women. animals (Genesis 
12:5 ) . There are also times when S011l is used concerning 
the spiritual p..1.rt. or nature. of I1mn. "\Vhat shall it profit 
a man. if he gain the whole world. and lose his own 
soul"" prark 8:36). 

Concerning- future life, they say death means non­
existence. They declare there is no fnture punishment, 
only destructiOll . The Bible warns that the wicked shall 
be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:II-t5); "into 
everlasting punishment" ( i\[atthew 25 :46). 

The Jehovah's \Vihlesses teaching includes the ofie r 
of salvat ion during the coming age to all men, including 
,\dam. In this conne<:tion they believe Jehovah's \Vit­
nesse-s, ·'the little flock," will be reckoned as joint rec­
oncilers with Christ. The Bible teaches that "there is 
none oth"'r name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved" (Acts 4 :12). Our only hope of sal­
vation is Christ "who loved us and washed us from our 
si ns in his own blood" (Re\'elation 1 :5). 

The Jehovah's Witnesses deny any bodily resurrect ion. 
They teach that in the resurrect ion Jesus returned to His 
place as a spirit being. \Vhat happened to His body they 
say they do not know; it may ha\'e been consumed, 
changed into gases. The entire chapter of I Corinthians 
15 is devoted to the doct ri ne of the Resurrection. "He 
was del ivered for our offences. and was raised again for 
our justification" (Romans 4 :25 ). "If Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins" 
(1 Corinthians 15 :17). 

Error is perverted truth. The many perversions of 
truth in the jeho\"l.h's \Vitnesses doctrine have put poison 
into the whole. ~ 

mother had been awakened with the impression to pray 
for our safety. 

As Sandy read those words again, we were thankful 
that her mother had been fai thful to pray. And we were 
humbled and grateful to know of our Heavenly Father's 
ca re and protection. T am convinced that a mother's 
prayer and God's protection averted what otherwise 
would have been a tragedy. JOY CS; WEJlD 

F..EAD 
THE 

"W"ORD 

CHAPTERS FOP. THE 'WEEK OF MARCH 3·10 

Sunday ...... Psalms 97,98 
Manday .... Psalms 99-101 
Tuesday .. Psalms 102, 103 
Wednesday .. Pso . 104, 105 

Thursday .. Psa. 106, 107 
Friday .... Psalms 108, 109 
Saturday .. Psalms 110-1 12 
Sunday .... Psalms J 13_115 

"For 0 $ 'he heaven it high aban the earth, 10 ,Not I. 
hit mercy toward them that fear him. A. far a. the u ti I. 
from the west, '0 for hath he :'emaved our tron.,,... laft. 
from us" (Psalm 1 03: 11 , 12J. 
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By ELVA J. HOOVER 

,. 

WHEN KERO CHOSE TO TAKE PART in the Olympic 
Games in the first century A.D., the outcome was 

already decided. The trained athletes of his day pre­
te nded to compete but they were ca reful not to risk 
extinction by defea ting their undisciplined emperor. 

Paul may have been referring to this kind of travesty 
when he wrOte to the Corinthian Christians, "I so run, 
not as uncertainly; so fight I , not as one that beateth the 
air." He ran in the Christian race to win and he chal­
lenged his brethren, "So run that ye may obtain." 

As contenders from all over the world gather In 

rV[ex ico City for the 1968 Olympic Games, they will go 
all out to win. But comparati vely fe\\' people will be 
allowed to compete. and not all will be winners. "One 
receiveth the prize." 

I n the Christian race to which Paul refer red, no child 
of God wins at the expense of another, for our competi­
tion is not against our brethren but against a common 
adversary. 

One of the mOSt dramatic moments in modern Olympics 
came in 1908 when a wiry little Italian, Dorondo, almost 
won the marathon. A New York depart ment store clerk, 
Johnny Hayes, had run side-by-side with Dorondo for 
seven miles. Near the end of the race Dorondo spu rted 
ahead to take the lead, and thousands of spectators 
cheered him on. But that effort so exhausted him that he 
fell to the track before he reached the finish line. 

Doctors and attendants rushed to his side and revived 
him ; but as soon as they touched him, they had dis­
qualified him from winning. Even though with their help 
he staggered against the tape 32 seconds ahead of Johnny 
Hayes, their help made him a loser. 

Forty years later, Olympic spectators watched a Belgian 
marathon runner, who had been leading the race, stagger 
in the final lap. But the lesson had been learned. No one 
lifted a hand to help him, and another quickly overtook 
him and won the racc . The mara thon runner must make it 
without help if he is to make it at all. 

It is also possible to be disqualified in the Christian 
race, but not because someone helps us. Paul encouraged 
Christians to help one another, to bea r one another's 
burdens, to restore a fallen brother. No one loses in the 
Christian race because of anothe r's help, but he may be 
disqualified through his own lack of vigilance. "I am my 
body's sternest master, for fear that when I have preached 
to others I should myself be disqualified," Paul said 
(NEB) . 

The Christian sometimes runs his personal race on a 
lonely track. There are st retches when no human voice 
chee rs us on and we walk by faith, not by sight. Yet the 
writer to the Hebrews reminds us of a great cloud of 
witnesses, whose own illspiring victories are told in the 
1\ th chapter. "Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us , and let us run with patience 
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith ." You can't be dis­
couraged long with such an audience and such a goal! 

The laurel wreath, which faded the day it was fash­
ioned, was worn proudly but briefly by winners of the 
ancient Olympics. Today's winners receive more perma­
nent trophies, but the glo ry is still flee ting. For the over­
cOilling Christian God promises eternal rewards- "a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away." Let us so run 
that we Illay o.btain it! ...-:; 

THE PENTECOSTAL EVANGEL 


	Next
	Previous



