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PAUL, AS A PRISONER IN RoME, was chained by the
wrist to a Roman soldier. Conybeare, in his great
Life and Epistles of St. Paul said, “Who could see with-
out emotion that venerable form subjected by iron links
to the coarse control of the soldier who stood beside
him ?”

For the soldier it was but a brief term of duty. For
Paul it was unceasing bondage. The guard would be
changed, but the chain was always there! ven so, Paul
did not lose sight for one moment of the supreme pur-
pose of his life, Prisoner as he was, he was still an
ambassador for Christ. In his own words in Ephesians
6:20: “I am an ambassador in bonds.”

This was brought home to me very forcibly some
while ago when lying in a hospital. A coronary throm-
bosis had put me out of action only two months after
taking over my present pastorate. [ was almost over-
whelmed by a sense of frustration.

Just then there came into my hands An Fxpanded
Paraphrase of the Epistles of Paul by Dr. F. F. Bruce
of Manchester University. What a blessing that book
was in so many ways. I read it from beginning to end
with an increasing joy of discovery. But when [ came
to his rendering of Ephesians 6:20, a thrill ran through
my soul, Here it is: “For the gospel’'s sake I am an
ambassador, even if I am a handcuffed ambassador.”

Handcuffed! That is what I was! Handcuffed by ill-
ness, by doctors and nurses; imprisoned when my soul
longed for active ministry; and because of the nature
of my illness, facing a long period with my handcuff
on, Handcuffed? Yes, but still an ambassador. T began
to pray with a new sense of purpose; and what I
learned, I want to share with you.

There are ways in which we all are handcuffed. Some
by fear, others by weakness of body, even by deformity.
Some by lack of time or money or education; others by
inability to express themselves, or by isolation of cir-
cumstance, Some by family ties; others by oppression
or even persecution. Handcuffed!

But it all depends on what you do with your hand-
cuff. So many are like Moses. His handcuff was a feel-
ing of inadequacy. If you want to read about it, turn
to Exodus 3 and 4. You could entitle those chapters,
A Book of Excuses for Not Doing the Will of God.
Moses had so many handcuffs that as soon as God
knocked one off, he put another on. It took God a long
time to convince Moses He could use even a handcuffed
man. He had to learn that whatever his fears, whatever
his limitations, he was still God's servant; that through
him God could fulfill His great purposes.

So it is with us. Our handcuffs need not prevent our
doing the will of God. I well remember a lady who had
every excuse for not witnessing. She was cross-eyed, had
a bad heart, suffered from painful varicose veins, in the
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winter was often i1l with bronchial troubles, and at all
times had a rasping voice. Handcuffed? But she knew
she was Christ's ambassador. Consistently, summer and
winter, sometimes through snow and ice, often through
thick mud, she visited from house-to-house giving out
tracts and telling others of her wonderful Saviour. Only
in heaven is the record kept of the countless souls she
led to Christ.

Let me repeat; it all depends on what you do with
your handcuff. If you keep looking at it, concentrating
on it, telling others about it, you will become obsessed
with it. Your heart will grow bitter; your conversation
become complaining. Your handcuff will become your
alibi for doing nothing for God. But if like Paul you
will say, “For the gospel’s sake I am an ambassador,
even if T am a handcuffed ambassador,” you will dis-
cover a freedom and a scope for service that you never
dreamed possible.

PAUL WAS FREE TO REACH OUT IN PRAYER

Most of us like to get alone to pray, but Paul could
not. All the time he was in the company of a pagan
soldier. Paul had tremendous responsibilities: the vision
of his life’'s work vet unfulfilled; a deep conviction of
his gospel debt to every creature; the care of the churches
coming upon him daily. If any man needed to pray, it
was he. And pray he did! He refused to let his hand-
cuff cut him off from his ministry of prayer.

It is obvious that Paul reached out in prayer for
communion with God. All the time in his life there was
this sustaining relationship. He was in living touch with
the living God, Tt was because he kept in tune with
God by prayer that he had the strength to face the
many crises that arose in his life. When he was face to
face with shipwreck, he could say, “The Lord stood by
me.” When all men forsook him, he could say, “The
Lord stood by me.” Unfailingly he reached out to God
for the quickening of the Spirit that ministered nourish-
ment to his soul.

If you are handcuffed, vou too need that. You will
find it where Paul found it—in prayer. Do not let your
handeuff cut you off from prayer; rather let it drive
you to more prayer, Unless you do, you will become
enfeebled, frayed in spirit, without a ministry of bless-
ing to anyone.

Paul also reached out in prayer for revelation. What
we call the Prison Epistles—Ephesians, Colossians, and
Philemon—show some of the things Paul had had re-
vealed to him in prayer.

In the Epistles to Galatia and Rome, Paul laid founda-
tion truths—and every Christian would be well advised
to study those epistles until the foundations are laid
in their own lives. But when he came to Ephesians and
Colossians, Paul seemed to fling up from these founda-
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tions celestial arches of glory that thrill the soul. Like
John on Patmos, he found his physical bondage no
barrier to communion with God; and because of this he
heheld wondrous things. So can you!

Then again he reached out in prayer in an outstand-
ing ministry of intercession. You can see this even if
vou study only one of his great prison prayers—Ephe-
sians 1. Handcuffed, shut in, yet his soul ranged the
churches, discerning their needs, lifting up the saints in
the powerful arms of his pleading before God. He
prayed without ceasing; he prayed daily; he prayed with
tears day and night. His handcuff did not stop him
from becoming the greatest intercessor of his day.

Many a handcuffed child of God has learned the same
secret. Granny Archer was such an one in the early days
of my ministry. On her 80th birthday she suddenly be-
came totally blind. In addition she suffered from bron-
chitis, phlebitis, arthritis, and several other complaints.
I once told her she was not a sick woman; she was
a museum of diseases!

One day when I was visiting her, she began to weep
and said, “Pastor, I feel so useless lying here. The only
thing I can do is pray.” I quickly told her never to
apologize for that. To pray was the greatest thing she
could do. Her prayer life was my constant support until
the day the Lord called her home.

How many Granny Archers preachers and churches
have known, and what an incalculable debt we owe to
them. No one this side of glory will be able’to evaluate
the worth of the hidden ministry of handcuffed inter-
cessors. If you are handcuffed, you are free to pray!

PAUL WAS FREE TO REACH OUT BY PEN

Referring again to the Prison Epistles we find in
them special aspects of truth that have enriched be-
lievers down the years. Particularly is this true of Paul’s
teaching concerning Christ as the Head of the Church,
and the Church as the body of Christ.

Paul had to obtain help to get these letters written,
but somehow they were written. And who would want
to forego them? We may well have had to if Paul had
never been handcuffed, Paul, without his handcuff, would
have had time and freedom to travel more. He also
would have had less time to write. Free, he might have
founded a few more churches; but what would that have
been compared to his great Prison Epistles?

Not one church that Paul founded exists today; yet
the letters he wrote when he could not found churches
have proved imperishable. What seemed to be a limita-
tion turned out to be an enlargement. Handcuffed, he
could write letters that reached beyond the time and
space of his earthly life, bringing immeasurable blessing
to countless generations.

For Samuel Rutherford, one of Scotland’s godliest
ministers of the 17th century, the same was true. He
was banished from his parish of Anwoth and compelled
to live in Aberdeen. Even there he was forbidden to
preach. How his heart yearned over his beloved parish-
ioners in Anwoth!

What could he do to help them? Only what Paul
had done—pray and write, and he did both. For the
good of us all, what Alexander Whyte calls Rutherford’s
“seraphic Letters” have been preserved. Published in
1664, their title page runs thus: “Joshua Redivivus, or

(Continued on page fourteen)
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ERITORIAL CONMMENT

Patients of the Lord

“DocrTors NEED PATIENTS 18 a pun so old it may seem entirely worn
out—but perhaps it can still be used to remind us that patients need
patience too, and especially those who trust the Great Physician for
their healing.

Wonderful testimonies of healing come to our editorial offices from
week to week, and in many of these cases the patience of the saints
was sorely tried before the healing came.

The testimonies we receive are convincing proof that God is still the
Healer of His people. He is healing people of all ages, of all walks of
life, of all types of diseases and afflictions. Sometimes the healing
comes at church; sometimes at home or on the job. Sometimes it fol-
lows the laying on of hands and the anointing with oil, as prescribed
in Mark 16:18 and James 5:14; at other times the Lord grants healing
to individuals in response to their own private prayers. The healing
may be instantaneous or, as happens many times, there may be a
lengthy battle of prayer and faith before the victory comes.

The Lord wants patience to be developed in His saints—not a listless,
passive patience that accepts whatever happens in a careless, uncon-
cerned attitude, but a patience that is strong, active, fully alert to the
situation, ready to submit to the will of the [Lord, but always reaching
out in faith to lay hold of His promises, This patience of faith is
very precious in His sight, and He tests the believers’ faith in order
that patience may be developed.

Patients of the Great Physician need patience-—the patience of faith—
to keep praying and believing until the answer comes. Numerous il-
lustrations in the Scriptures encourage this.

Remember the experience of Naaman, the Syrian leper. When told
to dip seven times in the Jordan River if he wished to be healed, it tried
his patience as well as his obedience. Why the muddy Jordan? Why
seven times? Wouldn’t once or twice be enough? But it was not until
he had dipped the seventh time that his leprosy disappeared.

Then there is the story of Elijah and his servant on Mount Carmel
praying for a miracle. Six times he prayed for rain, and each time
the servant looked he saw no sign of clouds. But Elijah exercised the
patience of faith and prayed once more—and a cloud appeared.

Another example is Israel's conquest of Jericho. God said, “See, I
have given Jericho into thine hand,” but it did not fall immediately.
They had to march around the city once each day for six days; then on
the seventh they had to march around it seven times. This involved a
lot of marching and required a lot of patience, but it was the only
course to victory. After 13 circuits, the walls fell flat.

Perhaps you have a sickness that seems as formidable as those
walls of Jericho. You have prayed; others have prayed; you have called
for the elders of your church, and they have come and prayed over
you, anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord, yet your “walls
of Jericho” still stand, et patience have her perfect work. You are
God’s patient. I.eave yourself in His skillful hands. He said, “I have
given Jericho into thine hand,” but the city did not fall at once. The
trial of your faith worketh patience, James says, and patient faith is
much more precious in God's sight than impatient faith. Remember
it was through faith and patience that God’s heroes of old inherited
the promises. Patient faith will bring healing from the T.ord in His
way, in His time, and for His glory.

—R.C.C.
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ASAII.UR. home on leave, was trying to explain to
his father why he was slow to advance in rank.

“Well, Dad, in the Navy it's not what you know, but
whom you know.”

In time that boy would learn, as his father already
knew, that success in life is often determined by both
what one knows and whom he knows.

To receive healing it is good not only to know about
the Healer, but also to know Him—well enough to call
Him by name. Do you know His name?

To the sick He introduces himself as Jehovah Ropheka.
This is one of several Hebrew names by which God has
revealed himself as Redeemer in the Old Testament.
Jehovah Ropheka means “Jehovah your Physician,” “Je-
hovah who keeps healing you,” or as translated in Exo-
dus 15:26, “the Lord that healeth thee.”

If you are sick, call upon Him by the name that
applies to your need: “Jehovah Ropheka, heal me.”

Learn to associate His name with your need, One
associates the name Mozart with music, Rembrandt with
painting, Shakespeare with drama, Napoleon with war-
fare, and Columbus with discovery. In the same way,
associate Jehovah Ropheka with healing and health.
Learn to know Him well enough to call Him by name.

The name Jesus also suggests healing, for it means
“Jehovah is salvation.” God’s salvation is for body as
well as soul; so Jesus means literally “the Lord is
the Saviour-Healer.”

Many have found help in time of extreme difficulty
by simply calling out the name, Jesus. “The name of
the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into
it, and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10).

One man, whose ideas of theology some might consider
quite limited, nevertheless had great faith in God. This
man fell gravely ill, yet his faith did not waver, He
continually praised God, calling upon the name of the
Lord Jesus. As his pastor stood by his bedside, the man
said, “Pastor, I am going to be healed, T will call upon
the name of Jesus as long as I have strength., Then
when you can’t hear my voice, I am going to keep
praising God with my little finger. And every time you
see that little finger wiggle, you will know I am saying,
£ Jesuggd!

Later the pastor was called to the bedside. It appeared
the man had already died. But the pastor remembered
the man’s words. He looked down, and, sure enough,
the man’s little finger was twitching slightly. He was
still saying, “Jesus.”

Seeing this, the faith of the pastor was strengthened.
He began praising the Lord himself, and soon the sick
man revived sufficiently to lift his voice in praise also.

After that, the man’s recovery was rapid and com-
plete. The name of Jesus had prevailed over the power
of the sickness. “God also hath...given him a name
which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus
every knee should how, of things in heaven, and things
in earth, and things under the earth; and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. to the
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).

Besides the virtue of the Name itself, there is a power
in His name that commands respect and obedience. Thus
when one says, “In the name of Jesus,” he is saying,
“By authority of, or by order of, Jesus.” One who is
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WHEN SICKNESS COMES, WE HAVE A GREAT PHYSICIAN
WHOSE NAME IS JEHOYAH ROPHEKA,
“THE LORD THAT HEALETH.”

By EVANGELIST WILLIAM CALDWELL

carrying out the orders of Jesus is authorized to issue
commands in the name of Jesus.

Has Jesus issued us such an authorization? Yes, He
has. “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. And these signs shall follow them
that believe; in iy name shall they cast out devils...
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall re-
cover® (Marie 1615, 17,15},

Thank God for the name of Jesus! -
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JESUS CHRIST THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TODAY, AND FOREVER (Hebrews 13:8) e
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ON Avcusr 30, 1966, our 2Vi-year-old daughter Avril
Dee severely injured her thumb. Doctors said it must be
amputated but God performed a miracle and spared her
thumb.

The accident happened while she was in an office with
a chest-type
steel-hound safe fell heavily on the
thumb of Dee Dee’s left hand. Her
thumb was almost severed.

At the hospital we were told the
hone was badly crushed and there was
little hope of saving the thumb. Sur-
gery would have to be performed.

Before surgery we called the saints
il of the Borinquen Assembly to prayer.
After an hour and a half we were told infection would
most likely set in and there was still little hope of saving
her thumb. But we praved and fasted and waited,

The expected fever did not come. We knew God had
performed a miracle. After three days Dee Dee was re-
leased from the hm]:it:sl although we had been told she

us. The 30-pound lid

would be there weeks

After only three \\'c'(-l" the hone had healed so rapidly
that there was no need for a splint. The doctor was sur-
prised and very happy that healing had taken place so
quickly, We give God the glory and thank Him for
sparing our little girl's thumb.—I.ee and Chris Ramos,
Ramey Air Force Base, Puerto Rico.

(Endorsed by Pastor Lynn Drumwright. Boringuen
Assembly of God, Puerto Rico.)

Ox OctoBer 7, 1965, T underwent a very serious opera-
tion for double hernia. After I was home for two months,
the operation on my left side ceased to hold and the
surgeon said I would have to have another operation.
[ was in much pain.

My doctor postponed the operation for two weeks, and
during that time of postponement I attended the revival
services at the Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church con-
ducted by Evangelist and Mrs. Andrew Basell.

I was prayed for hy the evangelist and that night I

If God has healed you recently, we invite you to write out
your testimony for publication. This can encourage others who
need healing to believe and receive the Lord's healing touch.
Please make your testimony as brief as possible, and ask your
pastor to sign it. Then mail it to: The Pentecostal Evangel,
1445 Boonville Ave., Springfield, Mo. 65802.

saw the miracle-working power of Jesus. I cried for joy
hecause half of the hernia had disappeared.

During the following weeks it kept getting smaller
until it was completely gone. Last March I went to my
surgeon and after examining me he said that I no longer
needed an operation.

Praise God for His faithfulness, I can truly sing
“How Great Thou Art” and “Help Me to Be Worthy.”

-John Kessler, Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania.

(Endorsed by Pastor John S. Palmer, Glad Tidings
Pentecostal Church, Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania.)

[T was 8 a.a, when [ fell down the steps of my home
and had a serious injury of my neck. How serious I
did not know until my brother came home in the evening
and took me to the hospital; but before he arrived, my
neck was hanging on my shoulders and I was numb from
my shoulders down. T could not speak.

My brother rushed me to the hospital and X rays
revealed that my neck was broken. The doctors placed
me in traction. First, they tied my feet to the foot of
the bed and placed my head under traction with weights.
However, this was not successful, so they bored two
holes in my skull and attached expansion bholts with
swivel, and two four-pound weights were placed on these.
I was sandwiched between two mattresses and was turned
in this manner. I lay in this position for three and one-
half weeks. The doctors did not promise me much hope
for the future.

I had not attended any church often, but when I did
go I went to Berea Temple in St. Louis. I decided to
call the pastor, Wm. Nelson Sachs, to pray for me.
As ‘Brother Sachs began to pray, I joined with him in
my feeble manner. While we were praying, 1 was con-
scious of another person in the room. It seemed that he
was a surgeon. He wore a long white gown, but he was
threading a needle with a long flame of fire. I could
feel him sewing from the base of my spine up my back-
bone, stitch by stitch, and there was a burning sensation
at the base of the back of my neck.

Something wonderful had happened to me! T called
the doctors and requested more X rays, for I felt T was
healed. The doctors must have thought I was delirious,
as they hesitated to take special X rays at this time.
But I continued to insist, so I was rolled into the X-ray
room with the swivel bolts still in my skull. The doctors
took one X ray, and then two, and many more. They
were shocked by their findings. There was nothing wrong
with my neck! T was perfectly whole. They admitted
this had to be a miracle.

I was released from the hospital and returned to
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Berea Temple the next Sunday night to give thanks at
the altar to the God who had delivered me. As [ began
to thank God, something even more wonderful came
over me and I began to speak in other tongues. I did
not understand or know what this was at the time, but
God had baptized me with the Holy Spirit.

My healing took place nine years ago, and I am per-
fectly well today! There has never been an ill after-
effect of any type. The flame of His presence still
burns in my heart!——Mrs. Wanda Prince, St. Louis, Mo.

(Endorsed by Pastor Wm. Nelson Sachs, Berea Tem-
ple, St. Louis, Missouri.)

Ix DecemBER, 1965, God healed my shoulder which had
been injured in a fall. Surgery had failed to solve my
problem, but the Great Physician came on the scene and
performed a miracle.

[ fell in 1946 and dislocated my right shoulder. It grew
fast in that position, and I suffered much pain. Doctors
performed an operation to
set the shoulder free but I
grew worse mnstead of bet-
ter. Much suffering fol-
lowed the operation, and I
was gradually losing the use
of my arm. My dear wife
had to help me clothe my-
self, T feared if T didn't get
help, my right side would be
paralyzed. 1 was losing
weight. T also suffered much
with indigestion.

1 was a water tender for the Norfolk and Western
Shops in our town, but never was able to return to my
job.

Evangelist A, B. Marks held a revival at our church.
When he called for those who needed healing to come
forward, I responded. Our pastor and other brethren
joined the evangelist and prayed for me. I knew I had a
touch from the Lord that night but did not know I was
healed. The next day [ realized T was using my right hand
—something 1 had not been able to do in a long time.
The Great Physician had healed not only my shoulder
but also my indigestion and other ailments in my hody.

[ know age makes no difference with the lord for I
was 77 years old when He healed me. T have gained
weight since then. To Him whom I love and serve be all
the glory—Frank Grimsley, Shenandoah, Va.

(Endorsed by Pastor Linwood M. Ball, Assembly of
God, Shenandoah, IVa.)

I HAD BEEN HARD OF HEARING in my right ear since
I was around eight or nine years old. My deafness
was caused by a blow on the head.

Every year when the school tested the students’ ears
they would send a note home urging my mother to take
me to an ear specialist.

The school even sent a man selling hearing aids to
my home. But my mother and I had faith that God
would heal me.

JANUARY 22, 1967

I went almost eight years with my deafness, having
people repeat what they were saying to me two or three
times, and sometimes I still would not know what they
had said.

Then in June 1966 Evangelist William Caldwell of
Tulsa, Oklahoma, came to Tampa. He conducted a re-
vival crusade in Glad Tidings Assembly of God, where
Preston D. Creel is the pastor, and I attended the meetings.

rother Caldwell laid his hands on me and prayed.
[t seemed as though there was no change until the next
night, when I began to hear. T had just returned from
another of these wonderful services and when [ walked
in the door of my home I heard certain noises that I
had not been hearing before, Then all at once my ear
opened and [ had my hearing.

[ thank the Lord for my healing and for not letting
me lose my faith that He was going to heal me—
Jonnie Sweet, Tampa, Florida.

(Endorsed by Pastor P. D. Creel, Glad Tidings As-
sembly of God, Tampa, Florida.)

THE pHONE RANG at the H. H. Williams Memorial
Hospital operated by the Pentecostal Assemblies of
Canada.

“Dr. Covert calling. We just brought Laine Smith
into hospital. He’s a sick boy. Pray.”

It was the night of February 8, 1966. As the news
spread that the illness was viral pneumonitis, in the minds
of our staff the question arose, “Again, Lord?” Only
the night before a child with the same diagnosis, also
the same age (about 10 months old) had passed into
eternity.

Friends and staff-—at home and at work—bowed be-
fore the Lord and fervently prayed.

A struggle was going on at the hospital. The doctor
and nurses were busy using the talents God had given
them, but in the heart of a mother the battle had ceased
—all conflict had ended, For Laine’s mother, Margaret,
stood quietly by—her baby closer to death than to life,
it seemed. But with a sudden sureness the answer had
come. “Jesus, he’s so sick! He can’t suffer like this,
Lord. We gave him to You. If You want him back, You
must have a higher purpose. It’s not our will, but Yours.
He's Yours, Lord!”

Doctor, nurses, and staff stepped back; human hands
could do no more. But as all waited in prayerful si-
lence, Laine’s rapid breathing slowly, surely, subsided—
and a miracle took place! The tracheotomy set was in
readiness, but it wasn't needed.

God's presence was so real as we saw Him work a
definite healing in little Laine. He was released from
the hospital 11 days later.

What can be said of such an event? A simple, “Thank
You, Lord,” is our tribute. Words cannot explain the
nearness of Him who is called Peace. Lessons were
applied, a different one to each heart. Dedications were
renewed, sincerely, and with new meaning.—Reported
by Miss Lillian Freund, secretary to the administrator,
H. H. Williams Memorial Hospital, Hay River, N. W, T,
Canada.

(Endorsed by K. A. Gaets, hospital administrator.)
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Where New Testament faith has been found, New Testament miracles have been wrought in the name of Jesus,

I WANT YOU TO EXAMINE one of the most wonder-
ful truths contained in the Scriptures, one that
is as clearly taught by the Master as the New Birth
or any other of the fundamental doctrines of the Bible.
That “truth is divine healing for the children of the
Lord—made possible through the atoning work of Christ
upon the cross.

Healing for the sick has been left out of the Church
for so long that it is an entirely new idea to many
Christians. Yet Jesus said in Mark 16, “These signs
shall follow them that believe.” And one of the signs
that should accompany believers is, “They shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” This state-
ment carries two positive “shalls” that compel one to
know Jesus meant just what He said.

Healing was a covenant promise made by the Lord
to Israel when He brought them out of Egypt, for we
read in Exodus 15:26: “If thou wilt diligently hearken
to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that
which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his
commandments, and keep all his statutes, [ will put
none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought
upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that healeth
thee.”

And David, writing of this great company of people,
said there was not a sickly one among them. It is re-
peated in Psalm 103:2: “Who forgiveth all thine iniq-
uities; who healeth all thy diseases.” The l.ord is the
double cure for the double curse—sin and sickness.

The prophet Isaiah sounded so clearly the same note
—“double cure for double curse”—in Isaiah 53:5: “But

Brother Wilson preaching at
Springfield, Missouri, in

the auditorium of the
administration building
(international headquarters
of the Assemblies of God)

By A. A. WILSON

he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”

As we read and study the ministry of Christ, we see
this prophecy fulfilled in every way possible. When He
came out of the wilderness temptation in triumphant
victory, He came to Nazareth where He had been
brought up; and as His custom was, He went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read.
There was delivered unto Him the book of the prophet
Isaiah; and when He had opened the book, He found
the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them that are brusied.”

Some have attempted to apply this to spiritual things
only. Yet as we trace His steps, we find that when
Jesus left Nazareth, going to Capernaum, He healed
the demoniac; and then, going into Peter’s home, He
healed Peter’s wife’s mother who lay sick of a fever.
The fever immediately left her, and she arose and min-
istered unto them.

This same ministry of healing was imparted to’
Christ’s followers for the Church Age. Immediately after
the Day of Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, we
read about the healing of the lame man who asked for
alms (Acts 3:1-8). “Peter said, Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. And he
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took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and
immediately his feet and ankle hones received strength.
And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with
them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and prais-
ing God.”

Some would maintain this power was only for the
apostles., Yet when we turn to Acts 8, we are confronted
with the ministry of a man who was not an apostle
but a member of the official board of the first church
in Jerusalem. God confirmed his ministry with miracles,
as recorded in Acts 8:5,8. In Acts 13 and 28 also we see
the ministry of healing as Paul prayed for the sick.

The divine prescription for every Christian believer is
found in James and has been enjoyed by multitudes:
“Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders
of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise
him up” (James 5:14, 15).

Preaching divine healing is no offense to the medical
profession. Some of my personal friends are doctors, and
I have yet to talk to one who has not the greatest
respect for prayer for the sick. One of the Mayo brothers
made the statement, and it was carried by the As-
sociated Press, that praying for the sick and divine heal-
ing are no longer experiments, but that it is a reality
that God will heal the sick in answer to prayer.

Jesus healed while here upon earth, and He healed
without exception all who came to Him. Sometimes the
result was not apparent at once, but it was gradual,
as we read in John 4:46-53. Sometimes He indicated
healing would be in the future, as in the blind man,
as recorded in John 9. Generally, however, the healing
took place instantly, as in Matthew 15:30.

There is no disease beyond the Master’s touch, for
we have a clear record of His healing lunacy, epilepsy,
palsy, fever, paralysis, blindness, deafness, withered hand
and sword wound.

Those who have chronic diseases should encourage
themselves by remembering that Jesus healed chronic
cases—one of 12 years’ standing (Matthew 9:20); an-
other 18 years (Luke 13:10-16) ; another 40 years (Acts
3

He also healed people at a distance, including one
person 16 miles away (nobleman’s son) as recorded in
John 4:46-48. He healed illness associated with demons
(a child) as recorded in Luke 9:39-42, He healed in
various manners: by a touch, by others touching Him,
by taking people by His hand, by command, and by
word.

And so today one cannot say that the Lord Jesus has
to be here in person to touch the sick, but through the
medium of the Holy Spirit He can send His Word to
heal them as He did in the long ago.

Too many today are like Martha whose brother
Lazarus died. When Jesus came, she said, “Lord, if thou
hadst been here [past], my brother had not died.”

Jesus answered, “Thy brother shall rise again.”

She said, “I know that he shall rise again in the
resurrection at the last day [future].”

But Jesus was anxious to erase the idea that miraculous
help for His people was confined to apostolic times, or
reserved until we get to heaven, and said to her, “T AM.”
Thank God, He is still the great “I AM”—the Lord
who heals today.
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The apostle Paul, writing of Him in Hebrews 13:8,
said, “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today,
and iforever.”

Healing has heen the experience of many ministers all
through the ages, In his illuminating notes on the New
Testament, John Wesley commented on James 5:14, 15
as follows:

“Having anointed him with oil—this single, conspicuous
gift which Christ committed to His apostles (Mark 13)
remained in the Church long after the other miraculous
gifts were withdrawn. Indeed it seems to have been de-
signed to remain always, and James directs the elders
to administer it. This was the whole process of physic
in the Christian Church, till it was lost by unbelief. . ..

“And the praver offered in faith shall save the sick
—from his sickness; and if any sin be the occasion of
his sickness, it shall he forgiven him.”

In his Journal, John Wesley records no less than 249
cases of divine healing in connection with his ministry.

If this divine gift was lost through unbelief, it is rea-
sonable to expect it to be restored through faith.

All through the centuries since the time of the apostles
there have been individuals who had faith in God for
the healing of their bodies; and where New Testament
faith has been found, New Testament miracles have
been wrought in the name of Jesus.

Near the end of the 19th century there were a few
shining lights who witnessed to the healing grace of our
Lord in our times, but it was not till the mighty out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit in this century that the num-
ber of witnesses became large enough to attract the at-
tention of the general public. During recent years divine
healing has been brought into the limelight, and thou-
sands believe in it now for everyv one who had the
light 70 years ago.

One of my first experiences of this was as a young
Christian, I had neither heard nor read about Jesus
healing, My wife was very sick. She had seemingly come
to the place where death had laid hold upon her, and
I saw the sad condition. [ cried in desperation, “O God!
If you can save a soul, I am confident you can heal
the sick.” My wife, who had been confined to her bed
for weeks, literally leaped to her feet, praising the Lord,
and walked from room to room, gloriously healed.

Not many years later, my mother was stricken and
her body wasting away. At last the trouble was pro-
nounced to be cancer of the stomach. All hope of getting
her well had seemingly gone from the entire family
when my wife was given a vision. Jesus let her see
John 11:4: “This sickness is not unto death, but for
the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glori-
fied.” She made no mention of it to us until she had
seen it again the second night. The next morning, when
mention was made of my mother’s condition—how long
would she live—my wife remarked, “She will not die;
God intends to heal her.” And within a few days my
mother was gloriously touched by the divine hands of
God’s power and raised up to good health.

In the years of my ministry as pastor I have stood
by and watched God heal all manner of sicknesses, I
could relate many cases of this, if space permitted.
Let me encourage you to place your trust in the Lord
who is willing and abundantly able to heal your every

sickness. >



WE MUST REALIZE THAT “MERCY” IS A KEY WORD IN DIVINE HEALING.

iealing Mercies from Our God

PAPHRODITUS HAD BEEN VERY ILL. The plain truth

E was that he had overworked, and as a result he
was sick “nigh unto death.”

In writing to the Philippians, Paul attributed Epaph-
roditus’ healing to tl
on him"” (Philippians 2:27).

The healing of Epaphroditus was more than recovery

e mercy of God: “God had mercy

brought about by natural processes or even hy applied
skills. It was divine healing, a merciful supernatural in-
tervention in response to faith and prayer. This is what
all divine healing is.

Paul’s concept of divine healing as an evidence of
God’s mercy to an individual has its roots in the Old
Testament. Matthew pointed back to it in recording the
many miracles of Jesus. In Matthew 8:16,17, he told
of a wonderful time when Jesus healed “all that were
sick.” But lest we take the miracles for granted and
fail to understand the basis, the Holy Spirit immediate-
ly refers us back to Isaiah 53:4,5, as Matthew writes:
“ . .that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
[saiah the prophet, Himself took our infirmities, and
bare our sicknesses.”

The mercy of God, made available to us through the
vicarious suffering of Jesus, was not limited to the physi-
cal touch of the Master’s hand while He was on earth
hut is extended to every believer under the New Cove-
nant.

But when we are sick, as Epaphroditus was, what

READ
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can help us understand and appropriate God’s grace and
mercy for our need?

First of all, let us realize that mercy is a key word
in divine healing, We cannot demand healing as a legal
richt on the basis of the atonement any more than we
can demand forgiveness or other Dblessings through the
atonement. It is true that Calvary provides God with a
basis for granting these blessings, and it provides the
believer with a means of approach, but we must come
in humility, as seekers of mercy.

Lack of knowledge along this line has led to spiritual
frustration for some. We should remember that God is
sovereign, He delights in mercy, and He is constantly
showing mercy to those who call upon Him, not because
we demand it, but because we trust Him for His best.

Another thing for both the sick and the well to con-
sider is that many times there are directly traceable
causes for our illnesses. The trouble often lies in one
or more of four general areas: (1) disobedience of God’s
natural laws; (2) neglected injuries; (3) the hand of
God dealing penally with the sinner and correctively
with the believer; (4) oppression, obsession, or posses-
sion by demonic spirits.

I

Our bodies require a rhythm of work and rest, some
protection from the elements, and proper food. Respect
for these laws has been shown to be necessary for our
well-being, To disregard them is to suffer. If we persist
in eating the wrong kind of food; if we constantly over-
work ; if we live always under tension—then we can ex-
pect to get sick.

Epaphroditus gives us a Biblical example of sickness
due to overwork. There was a reason, of course. The
Philippians, who would gladly have cared for Paul's
needs, were too far away, so Epaphroditus put in extra
hours of labor. His body took the abuse for a time,
but finally it broke down. When this happened, Paul
didn’t say, “The devil made Epaphroditus sick.” He
said it was “for the work of Christ he was nigh unto
death” (Philippians 2:30). He simply overworked.

IT

Injuries to the body which are not properly cared for
or corrected can interfere with the normal function of
bodily organs, and cause sickness.

[11

We might prefer not to think of God as allowing sick-
ness for penal or corrective purposes, but His Word
makes it plain that this is one reason for sickness. Deu-
teronomy 28 lists a number of sicknesses among the
penalties the Israelites could expect for disobedience.
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But there is mercy even here, for the purpose is to
turn them back to Himself.

Herod defied God's laws so flagrantly that “the Lord
smote him . ..and he was eaten of worms™ (Acts 12:23).

Corrective sickness or suffering on the part of the be-
liever is shown in the lives of Asa (2 Chronicles 16:12),
Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:19, 20), and Job. While Satan
was the direct instrument in Job's case, Job 32:13 tells
us it was God who smote Joh, bringing about in Job
His own gracious purpose, an abhorrence of his own
self-righteousness, and a greater understanding of the
ways and power of God.

IV

In the last of the four causes of sicknesses already re-
ferred to, Satan is both the aggressor and the afflicter.
Examples of demon oppression are found in a number
of places in the New Testament. The woman who was
howed down with a spirit of infirmity for 18 years is
a familiar case (Luke 13:11-16). The afiliction took a
physical form, but it was called a “spirit of infirmity.”

King Saul suffered from demon obsession, and this
resulted in fear, jealousy, and depression which became
so extreme it was a form of mental illness.

In cases of demon possession, a Satanic emissary
moves in and takes possession of the faculties of the
individual, often speaking and acting through him in a
recognizable way. In Acts 19:15, Luke recorded such
an instance: “And the evil spirit answered and said,
Jesus I know, and Paul I know: but who are yer”

We do well to remember that Satanic oppression, ob-
session, or possession can only be positively identified
(and accordingly dealt with) by divine revelation. It
takes “discerning of spirits” (1 Corinthians 12:10).

The child of God should he encouraged too, by the
knowledge that while Satan can oppress the body and
obsess the mind, even of a believer, he cannot, so long
as one remains a true believer, possess his faculties.

When we are sick for whatever reason, God invites
us to turn to Him for help. He is concerned about our
needs and He is able and willing to help us. Whether
in His mercy and wisdom He heals us, as He did
Epaphroditus, or whether He leaves the affliction and
gives us more grace, as He did for Paul on one oc-
casion, He is working out His sovereign will in our
lives—and this is enough to satisfy His trusting children.

cxr}c Avcust 8, 1920, when [ was saved during an
11-week Pentecostal revival, I have had many occasions
to prove God’s power and faithfulness.

Our oldest daughter was healed of diphtheria so that
it was not necessary for us to be quarantined or to
have a doctor.

Later, the Lord called me to a preaching ministry,
and He continued to be our family healer. He laid it
upon my heart to move 16 miles out from town into
a new oil field and to open a church there. We moved
in obedience, and it was there that our baby became
seriously ill with pneumonia. I had been away from
home for a few hours, and when [ returned, my wife
told me the baby had been practically lifeless all day.
We knew something had to be done for her, so I called
a friend in Tulsa, and he came as soon as he could.

When he came into the house he threw off his coat,
spoke a few words in tongues, took the baby into his
arms, and walked to the kitchen and back, praying as
he walked. When he handed the baby back to her
mother, she was well!

At least 12 people were gathered in our home at the
time and witnessed this healing.

Eighteen years later, the same girl who was healed
of pneumonia accidentally swallowed a corsage pin. The
doctor wanted to operate at once, but again we turned
to the Great Physician. We went to prayer, and the
church prayed with us. X rays were made every day,
and we were warned that the pin could pierce a blood
vessel and cause fatal internal bleeding, But the pin dis-
appeared without treatment or surgery.

Another one of our daughters was healed of kidney
trouble some 20 years ago, as she was prayed for one
Sunday morning in church.

At one time the doctor told us that it would be 1m-
possible for my wife to give birth to our fifth child;
Qc said we might lose them both, But the Lord again

By CURTIS E. LEIB

undertook, and the baby was born before an ambulance
or doctor could arrive on the scene.

God has met our needs not only in healing our bodies,
but in other ways as well. When we built our first
church, the plans called for a 40- by 50-foot auditorium. It
was during the depression, and some were skeptical.
They said we shouldn’t even try to build a church at
such a time—that we would never get it paid for; and
that we did not need a church that large anyway. But
we built it, and it was packed out during the first
revival we held in it. Following the revival, I baptized
36 people in water.

At the present we are pastoring an Assembly of God
in Delta Junction, Alaska, and our God is still faithful
to us in every way. =

A
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NEWS AND NOTES ON OUR TIMES

' THIS PRESENT WORLD

New Church Regards Use of LSD a Sacrament

The Neo-American Church, an organization recently
founded by a proponent of 1.SD and other drugs, claims
the use of drugs in worship helps the parishioners “see
God.” On the back of their membership cards is this
note: “Psychedelic substances are the true Host of the
Neo-American Church. It is the religious duty of all
members to partake of the sacraments [drugs] on regu-
lar occasions.”

The pathetic efforts of these disciples of novelty to
moralize sin bring to mind the words of Paul in Romans
1:22-24: “Professing themselves to he wise, they became
fools, and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God
into an image made like to corruptible man. ... Where-
fore God gave them up to uncleanness, through the
lusts of their own hearts.”

Church Giving Again Tops Record

Members of 44 large Protestant and Anglican denomi-
nations in the United States and Canada once again
hit an all-time high in giving to their churches during
fiscal 1965. The total—$3,300,996,291—is the highest
figure reported in the 45 years since these statistics were
first compiled.

The figures released recently by the National Council
of Churches, show that the $3,172,114,782 contributed in

g b=

the U.S. increased the average giving from $72.04 per
year to $77.75 per church member. In two instances,
denominations reported their contributed income for all
purposes was $290.48 and $243.03 per member.

Salvationists Hurt Tavern Owners’ Business

Tavern owners on North High Street in Columbus,
Ohio, are openly disturbed at a band of Salvation Army
members who sing and hold prayer meetings in front of
cafes every Sunday evening.

“Sure it’s hurting our business,” one of them said.
“People feel guilty about entering if they have to wade
through a bunch of musicians who denounce their sins
in public.”

Mormons Give Two Years as Missionaries

“Each year a new crop of 6,000 young men and women
go to posts in the U.S. or abroad to serve two-year
terms as unpaid, full-time missionaries,” says U. §.
News & World Report in a long article on the Mormon
Church. “From the Church they get money only for
transportation to and from their posts. Daily living costs
are borne by themselves or their families—often at great
hardship.”

Interest in Mormonism is growing of late, due in part
to the political successes of Governor Romney of Michi-
gan who holds a high position in the Mormon Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Since 1940 the
Mormons have tripled membership around the world.

Prayers for Rain Called “"Crudest ldolatry’

Earnest Marshall Howse, moderator of the United
Church of Canada, called it “crudest idolatry” to think
of God “as a compliant agent who sends rain to please
His favorites, though He shows a vast indifference to
all the rest.” He was criticizing a church in South Africa
for calling for a day of prayer for rain after a long
drought,

“What a mad world it would be if prayers and not
meteorological conditions produced rain,” the moderator
said, writing in the United Church Observer.

Two days after the prayer meeting the rains fell. The
Right Reverend Mr. Howse called it “degrading super-
stition” but the South African Christians called it an
answer to prayer. “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?”
Some say He is dead, but praying people find He still
lives and answers prayers as He did in Elijah’s day.

Vietnam has more than its share of lepers! American G.l.'s are

doing their part to provide help for these desperately needy people.
Here Col. William K. Bonneaux, Commander of the 633rd Combat
Support Group, presents Miss Olive Kingsbury, RN, a Christian and
Missionary Alliance Medical Technician to Vietnam, with a check for
more than $250 to buy medical supplies for the clinic. The money
came from an offering taken in the Protestant chapel of the Pleiku
Air Base, Lt. Col. Orville L. McCormack, an Assemblies of God
chaplain assigned to Vietnam, witnesses the presentation while

two unidentified lepers receive treatment in the clinic,
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Supports Religion Courses in Oregon Schools

At its recent Assembly in Salem, the Oregon Council
of Churches heard a report from a special committee
which indicated that none of the 107 school districts
offered any courses about religion or Biblical history.
To Dr. Arthur S. Fleming. president of the University of
Oregon, the situation is not just local. He told the dele
gates the United States is plagued by millions of “re-
ligious illiterates.”

Courses about religion, he said, should he taught af
all levels in public schools, in accordance with the Su-
preme Court’s statement that a person’s education is
not complete without such knowledge,

Catholic Seminary Closed in Brazil for Reforms

A 217-year-old Roman Catholic seminary in Brazil
was temporarily closed by the archbishop of Mariana
following a study which revealed that all 115 seminarians
were critical of the present form of training, and that
94 percent were opposed to celibacy.

The archbishop asked the administration to work out
proposals for reform. Probably the school will cease to
be residential and the students will he given opportunity
to participate in “evangelism” in town.

Supreme Court Upholds End to Church-College Aid

The Umted States Supreme Court has refused to re-
view an opinion of the Court of Appeals of Maryland
in the Horace Mann League v. Board of Public Works
case. In this case the Maryland court ruled that state
grants to church-related colleges for so-called “secular”
purposes is unconstitutional.

Franklin C. Salishury, general counsel of Protestants

and Other Americans United for Separation of Church

and State, said the action of the Supreme Court strength-
ens the right of all citizens not to have to contribute
to the religion of others through state taxation. The
decision upset a 175-year record of grants to church-
related colleges in Maryland.

Broadcasters to Meet in London in April

International Christian Broadcasters, an organization
of men engaged in evangelical radio and missionary tele-
vision ministries, will meet in London April 3-7, 1967,
for their second worldwide conference. (The first was
held in Washington, D. C., in 1960.)

The conference, hosted by the Evangelical Radio Alli-
ance in Britain, will have speakers from many parts of
the world presenting major papers on mass communi-
cations. New electronic devices useful in propagating the
gospel will be on display. Workshops are also scheduled.

Missionary executives, national workers, laymen inter-
ested in gospel broadcasting, and missionary radio station
operators will spend four days in London at Church
House, Westminster, studying the concept, outreach, im-
pact, and strategy of mass communications media.

The conference is open to persons from all countries
interested or engaged in evangelical radio or missionary
television ministry.

Display space and registration are being handled in
the United States by Richard Wolff, 4440 Saratoga
Street, Downers Grove, Illinois.
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Church’s Role Spiritual, Not Social, Conference Told

The mission of the church today is to save souls, not
to redeem society, an official of the Wisconsin Evan-
gelical Lutheran Synod told the third annual Lutheran
Free Conference in Columbus, Ohio, recently

Norman W. Berg, moderator of the LLIFC, asserted that
the “redemption of society will be a natural by-product
of the preaching of the gospel.”

“We believe,” he said, “the church should take care
of spiritual problems, not social ones.”

1969 General Council to Be Held in Dallas

Dallas, Texas, has been selected as the site of the
1969 hiennial business meeting of the Assemblies of God.
This 1s the first time the site has been chosen more
than two vyears ahead of time.

The 1967 General Council (August 24-29) will he
at Long Beach, Calforma.

WHY 1S THE
CHURCH

" INTERESTED IN
4 MY WRITING
e A WILL?

Will-making is a matter of values. Mak-
ing a will is, in reality, spending money.
The way a person spends his money is often
an accurate clue to the kind of person he is.

Will-making is an opportunity to testify

to one’s faith. Even the most practical-
minded estate planners recognize that making
a will is basically a spiritual matter.

Finally, will-making can be a source of

tremendous financial strength for Chris-
tian causes of every kind. Unmeasured dollar
resources will be channeled to support Christ’s
Church when it becomes general practice for
every member to write a will and to include
in it, proportionate to his ability and situation,
a bequest for Christian work.

TO: DIVISION OF STEWARDSHIP
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
1445 Boonville Avenue
Springfield, Missouri 65802

PE 12267

Please send me complete information on making a
Christian Will.
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HANDCUFFED AMBASSADOR

(Continned from paye three

Mr. Rutherford’s Letters, now published for the use of
the people of God: but more particularly for those who

are, or may afterwards be. put to suffering for Christ
and His cause.” Who can count the number of God's
tried and afflicted people who have heen cheered be
cause Rutherford, though handcuffed, reached out by pen.

Handcuffed saints today can still find a ministry of
writing. Some can write articles and even hooks. For
others the only writing ministry they are likely to have
will be writing letters. But do not despise it!

One English preacher was prevented from preaching

by an incurable throat affliction. He prayed for an out-
let and was burdened to write to lighthouse keepers
around the English coast. Many of them were brought
to Christ. When the minister died, a goodly contingent
traveled many miles to attend his funeral—out of grati-
tude for the unusual ministry that had been the means
of their salvation.

Some folk who read these words have felt utterly
frustrated, Handcuffed, they have thought it impossible
to serve the Lord. Let them take up the pen, \\'I'iu'
to unconverted friends to present the claims of the Sav
iour ; write letters of encouragement to young (_.lmnthms:
write to strengthen the hands of God’s servants at home
and overseas—especially overseas.

PAUL WAS FREE TO REACH OUT BY PERSONAL CONTACT

Though a prisoner, Paul was free to receive visitors.
One such was Onesimus, a runaway slave. For some
sought refuge among other runaway slaves, While there,

14

someone found him and brought him to Paul. The hand-
cuffed ambassador saw his opportunity and seized it.
He won that runaway slave for the Lord.

When he sent him back to Philemon, his owner, Paul
described him “my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten

in my honds.” Tradition has it that Onesimus was sent

back to become Paul's and later became Bishop
of Ephesus. \\1'11 a trophy for a h

\]‘ Tlfl[]. I wWas oft en consulted by young !_\(‘Hp‘i[‘ about

andcuffed ambassador!

their .~1:i!'il;1.‘t§ problems. One young lady confided in
him that she felt called to go to the mission field but
that home responsibilities made it impossible for her to
go. He asked her where she worked; and when she told
him, he said, “Make that your mission field.”

She took his counsel to heart. Before she left that
job, she had won 16 of her workmates for Christ. She
came to recognize that God can use even handcuffed
ambassadors.

My own deeper realization of this came while still
in the hospital. Cut off from a preaching ministry in
which T had the joy of seeing souls come to Jesus ev-
ery week, and being unable to move out of bed, I
prayed that the Lord would still let me be His ambas-
sador. A procession began! Doctors, nurses, visitors,
cleaning staff, and patients came to talk with me. So
many opened their hearts and confessed their emptiness.
What a privilege it was to show them the way of sal-
vation !

What is your handcuff? Look at it in the light in
which Paul looked at his and you will find not bondage
but liberty; not limitation but enlargement. Whatever
it is that seems to bind you, commit it all to God and
seek His guidance. He will show you, as He showed Paul,
how to triumph in adversity—how to turn even a hand-
cuff into an advantage.

UR VISITORS

VIS!TORS Souvenir Folders provide a unique way
to welcome people to your church. The folder slips
in the top of an Evangel. An imprinted area in-
side provides space for the visitor's name, oddress,
etc. The visitor fills this out, tears it off, and drops
it in the offering plate. He retains the welcome
and the Evangel as remembrances of his wvisit.

The folders are shipped flat so your church’'s im-
print and schedule can readily be supplied.

Visitors Souvenir Folders are produced as a service
| by the Evangel and are available for the cost of
\  postage and handling—just $1 for 500. Order
| from the Gospel Publishing House, Springfield, Mo.
| 65802 (humber 8 EV 5631).
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"“REVIVALTIME"” REACHES SPECIAL
FORCES IN VIETNAM

They Proudly

Green Benok

By JACK E. RISNER
""Revivaltime’’ Field Representative

Tm-: VIETNAM CONFLICT is uppermost in the minds
of many Americans today.

As I travel across the nation conducting Rewivaltime
rallies in local churches, it has been my wonderful privi-
lege to inform concerned parents and grandparents that
Revivaltime is now reaching that ravaged battleground
over three shortwave stations.

Already scores of servicemen have written to us ex-
pressing their appreciation of the broadcast service,

One evening while ministering in West Florida, 1 read
a portion of a letter from a captain in Duc-my, Vietnam:
“Last Thursday I tuned in Manila. I was so pleased
and surprised to pick up your program, as I am with
a small group of Americans located in the central high-
lands of Vietnam among the Montagard tribes, and sel-
dom get any radio programs. But the Lord is good
enough to let us hear your program loud and clear!”

It was a fine service, and the congregation responded
admirably to the challenge of supporting Revivaltime's
international radio ministry.

But my evening was made complete when after the
service I was approached by a young man in uniform.

He was a fine specimen of American manhood. Sharp-
ly dressed in his uniform, he clutched a green beret
in his right hand. He told me that in just a few
days he would be leaving for Vietnam.

During his special training, he had studied extensively
in medicine, linguistics, and administration and had be-
come a demolitions expert. Just 21, he was one of the
youngest men to finish his training with the Special
Forces, who are identified as the “Green Berets.”

Now he was ready to put his training to use behind
enemy lines. Training nationalists to adequately defend
themselves and sharing valuable knowledge concerning
such Vietnamese problems as agriculture and sanitation,
the Green Berets for the most part remain in enemy
territory.

“The only thing that really bothers me,” the young
soldier remarked, “is that I have to leave bhehind all
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the church services and young people’s meetings so im-
portant to my life. There won’t be any minister or chap-
lain where we are going. I'll even have to leave my
New Testament, as we are only allowed necessary equip-
ment.”

His face brightened when 1 handed him the Rewvival-
time radio log, on which I had underlined the three re-
leases now being broadcast into Vietnam.,

Tears filled his eyes as he scanned the times and
wavelengths printed in the log, and he exclaimed, “Thank
God! T will be able to hear Rewvivaltime on our short-
wave radio. Just think, even behind enemy lines T will
he able to hear the gospel and to share it with my
five buddies who are members of the team!”

We talked awhile about his goals as a Christian ser-
viceman. Then he asked, “Do you think I will really be
able to hear the broadcast over there?”

Reassuring him, I showed him the testimony sent to
Revivaltime by an Assemblies of God soldier from Lewis-
ton, Maine, now stationed in a remote section of Viet-
nam, The look of concern melted into a smile as he
read the letter:

“God only knows how much I enjoy your broadcast.
[ can barely get the station, but as I hold the radio
to my ear I can enjoy your wonderful broadcast, It
really sounds wonderful to hear your voice, Brother
Ward, and to hear the young people sing ahout Jesus.”

As 1 left the huilding that night, my mind was still
on the tall young soldier. The very way he stood re-

f RECENT LETTER FROM VIETNAM \

Mr. Lee Shultz
REVIVALTIME

Box 70 '
Springfield, Mo. 65801

Dear Mr. Shultz:
Sergeant Charles V. Pratt has given me your
letter offering tapes of Rewivaltime broadcasts. 1 ap-
preciate your generous offer to provide these tapes
for use on our FM radio station,
We plan to use these tapes in a number of ways.
We will use them first on our station, and then we
will reproduce the tapes you supply to us for our
25 chaplains who are out in the forward areas.
Thanks again for your offer, which T am sure
will add another spiritual dimension to our work
here.
Stncerely yours,
Rosert B, WEBEB R,
Chaplain (LTC) USA

K Assistant Division (“h:rﬂm’pj

flected his quiet pride in being a member of the Special
Forces—privileged to wear the green beret,

As a member of the Revivaltime team, 1 feel 1 am
privileged to be a part of God’s *“special forces” in the
great spiritual conflict raging in the world.

Radio evangelism goes behind enemy lines with the
explosive power of the gospel, capable of destroying the
spiritual strongholds of the enemy of our souls!

In God’s army, Revivaltime wears the “green beret.”
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By FRANCES FOSTER

GMC 1S A BIG PROGRAM for little people.” That is
B the comment of Buddy Barrel in the Boys
and Girls Missionary Crusade filmstrip, “Around the
World with Buddy Barrel.” Aud BGMC is a4 really
hig program.

[t is big enough to have raised over $1.600,000 since
its beginning in 1949,

[t is big enough to have helped missionaries with
their literature needs in 74 countries,

Yes, BGMC is big in effectiveness on the foreign
field. But it is also effective at home.

Two emphases remain constant in the program of the
Boys and Girls Missionary Crusade: misstonary literature
and missionary education. Iet’'s look more closely at
these thrusts.

BGMC funds are raised through the efforts of boys
and girls up to 12 vears old, Each month they are en-
couraged to hring to Sunday school an offering for BGMC.
This money is used to pay for translation work, paper,
printing, shipping costs, and anything else involved in
putting gospel reading material into the hands of the
unsaved, Tracts, Gospel portions, study hooks—all these
are provided by BGMC givers.

OCCASIONALLY ONE SEES illustrations of models heing
taught how to walk with correct posture. Frequently
they are shown carrving hooks on their heads, an exer-
cise that leads to proper carriage and graceful walking.
According to God's Word the same principle applies
in the spiritual realm. In Galatians 6:2 it is written:
“Bear ve one another's burdens, and so tulfill the law of
Christ.” If the Christian would walk in true grace, he
will be a burden-bearer. Because he has a loving and
sympathetic heart, he will share voluntarily the prob-
lems and trials of fellow Christians, This is to walk as

a Christian.
—The Pilgrim

[T WAS A RATHER LARGE DINNER PARTY. We were en-
tertaining a group from a Chamber of Commerce who
were there to encourage my hushand to come to their
city to open a new factory.

Dinner had been served. And as everybody settled
back for that extra cup of coffee, Ben, our son who
then was 10 vears old. got up and walked away, re-
turning with the family Bible. He handed it to his
father and sat down.

My husband took the Bible and, as our custom was,
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A Big Program for

One year many African Sunday schools were thrilled
to learn they would be able to have Enlargement Cam-
paigns just like Stateside schools because of BGMC.
These English-speaking congregations obtained materials
for the “Sunday School in Action” Campaign through
BGMC aid. Who knows how many people were intro-
duced to the church and to Christ through this un-
usual effort?

Home missions is also part of the BGMC effort.
Through funds made available to pioneer churches, new
Sunday schools can have 30 percent of their Sunday
school literature paid for hy BGMC, This is a tremendous
help to a struggling new congregation.

And all the while, boys and girls are learning impor-
tant truths about missions as they give to provide liter-
ature. This is the second major emphasis of BGMC.

The National Sunday School Standard asks, “Do you
teach and encourage the support of missions in all de-
partments ?”" What hetter way to accomplish this among
the children than through BGMC? It 1s a program
desiened for an age group where no other specialized
program is available and it is designed for use in the
context of the Sunday school.

read a portion of the Scripture and prayed. This seemed
very natural to all of our family, but what seemed
strange to me was that so many of the guests com-
mented about it. Of course, they said it was nice to
see it, but it seemed they were a little surprised that
family devotions were practiced when such a group of
businessmen were guests. Thev noticed that to the 10-
year-old hoy it was the most natural thing to do be-
cause it was always a part of the family dinner.
The Word of God sayvs we should not conform to
this world, but be transformed (Romans 12:2). Phillips
translation says, “Don’t let the world around you squeeze
you into its own mold.” As Christians, we need to re-
member that it is always appropriate to let our light
shine before men, and it 1s most effective when it can
be clearly seen that it is the normal and natural way

of life. _Mrs. R. G, LETourNEAU; in Now

I meET ArNorp, an East Indian teen-ager, during the
first national youth camp in Guyana. He was thin and
mentioned that he frequently fasted. I questioned him
about it.

“T feel the Lord has called me to be a missionary to
India,” he said. “Since most of the people there are
poor and have little to eat, I am getting my body ac-
customed to less food.”

THE PENTECOSTAL EVANGEL



Missions

Every three months the BGMC Division of the Na-
tional Sunday School Department sends a packet of
educational materials to all member schools. This packet
contains opening assembly missionary programs com-
plete with stories, visual aids, project ideas. There are
two programs for each month: one for the preschool
age and one for the school age.

Through these educational programs, children learn
about the missionaries’” work in the field to which their
offerings will go that year. They will learn the customs
of the nationals. But most important, they will learn
how to open their hearts to God’s voice as He speaks
to them about the harvest of souls in which they will
share.

Missions education leads to dedicated hearts, to con-
secrated stewardship of money and talents, and it may
lead to a direct call to a missionary life.

Once each year parents and friends are invited to
share with the boys and girls in their giving. This is
on BGMC Day, and February 5 is BGMC Day for
1967. A goal of $45,000 has been set for BGMC Day
giving—as explained in the display on these pages.
Won't you help the children reach their goal? <g=

It was that kind of dedication which has built the
work of the Assemblies of God in Guyana.

In this newly independent nation on the northern
coast of South America, the vast majority of our min-
isters are under 30 years of age. In 12 years they have
started 22 churches, 100 outstations and Sunday schools,
with an aggregate attendance of 8000.

None of these pastors receive financial help from
outside the country. All have given themselves completely
to God’s work. And in amazing ways the Lord has met
their needs.

Tt was that kind of dedication T saw among the young
people during 15 weeks of ministry in the West Indies
last summer, These young people reminded me of an
important lesson: it will take complete dedication to
God if we hope to reach our generation for Christ.

—FEzangelist GENE Burcess, Memphis, Tennessee

AN INTOXICATED MAN entered the compartment of an
English train and was about to make a disturbance.
George Charlton, a lay preacher aboard, asked, “Shall
I sing you a song?’ The drunken man immediately
nodded and Chariton struck up a hymn. He followed
with several more; he did not stop singing until the
train reached its destination.
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Seven years later Mr, Charlton was in the area again
and was the guest of one of the deacons. “I don’t think
you remember me, Mr. Charlton,” said his hostess.

“No,” he admitted, “where have we met before?”

“Do you remember singing to a drunken man in the
train some seven years ago?’ she asked.

“T remember it well, for I have never done it before
or since,” he replied.

“Well,” she said, “that was my husband. Next day he
said to me, ‘Las, I'll never touch liquor again,” and he
never has. He became a Christian, joined the chapel,
and now he is a deacon.”

The man's name was Joseph -Parker—father of the
memorable preacher of the 19th century of the same name.
Who can say what the life of the younger Joseph Parker
might have been, without the chance meeting of the lay
preacher who dared to share his private faith in a pub-
lic song.

YTl P i e
—RRé J\ '-'\;"fl:-l.‘ 4 .'f!-'hl..'l

SUPPLYING THE BOOK
THAT'S NOT ThiERE

The Assemblies of God has more foreign

Bible schools than any other organization.
Each 1s filled with young nationals eager to
serve, anxious to learn, and ready to reach
and teach their own people. These schools
face an increasing need for books: text-
hooks, library books, all kinds of books to
keep the learning process going. The Boys
and Girls Missionary Crusade, our pro-
gram for teaching youngsters missionary
responsibility, is making this year’s project
the supply of books to foreign Bible schools.
On BGMC Day, our children invite you to
help provide the book that's not there.

BGMG DAY

FEBRUARY 5
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By ELDON A. BROWN

S NEW MISSIONARIES we had
heen assigned to Pusan, Korea,
for four months and were busily en-
gaged in language study. We felt a
strong desire to preach through an
interpreter to the Buddhist commun
ity in which we lived, but many well-
meaning missionary friends had ad-
vised us to do nothing but study the
language for the first two years, This
was pfactical advice, for the Korean
language is ranked by some as the
third most difficult in the world.
[However, as we prayed for guid-
ance and walked the streets of the
village, the Holy Spirit compelled
action.
Moved by a firm conviction in our

hearts, we opened our home for the
first service on July 4, 1965. Nine
children came for Sunday school, 18
adults came for mormug services, and
that night 28 people attended. KEight
accepted Christ as their Saviour that

The Browns conducted church and Sunday school (top right) in their

Irth of an
Assemib|

first day! This was the birth of a
new assembly in Pusan, Korea.

Within two months our living room
was far too small to accommodate the
crowds, so a tent was set up on hor-
rowed land near the mission house.
During the following eight-day cam-
paign, an average of 119 attended,
and 54 of these prayed the sinner's
prayer.

Shortly after this definite steps
were taken to purchase this same plot
of land and begin the church build-
ing. Because our location was on a
main tourist route and in a new hous-
building code was
very strict. We knew it would be many
months before the pm]ﬁ(- could fi-
nance a building to meet the city’s
building requirements ;

ing division, the

therefore, we
letters to our supporting
churches and praved for guidance.

Many churches and individuals re-
sponded. Also, John Hurston, a mis-

wrote

~T e ./

home, and later moved to a tent (bottom right) to accommeodate

18

the people. The new church (above) is the result.

to Korea on furlough, used

ence to raise several hundred
ille Assembly of God
over half

1 11
dollars. Browns:

in Pensacola, Floric

the cost of the building.
The first building materials were
Day, 1965.

After working feverishly through the

bought on Thanksgiving

cold winter days, we moved into the
unfinished building on January 12,
1966. What joy this was, even though'
the people sat on rice mats on the
ground and we preached from a make-
shift plywood platform. The rafters
were strung with temporary wiring,
and a 55-gallon drum was converted
into a coal heater. The church was
still crude in appearance, but the Spir-
it of the L.ord was very much present.
The construction continued again in
April, and the church was finished in
May. June 5, 1966, just 11 months
after our first service, we dedicated
the new assembly, Words could not
express our feelings on that memorial
day. Where once lay a field wasting
a beautiful new church now stands to
the glory and honor of God.
Presently we are studying full time
in language classes in Yonser Uni-
versity in Seoul. Our former inter-
preter, Isaac Choi, is pastoring the
new assembly, The Sunday school at-
tendance ranges from 90 to 100 each
weel. The church has an active min-
1stry to the community through two
weekly street meetings, cottage prayer
meetings, and a monthly service for
the beggars of Pusan, It seems very
possible that this new assembly will
be fully self-supporting, self-govern-
ing, and self-propagating this year,
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By DON B. COLEMAN : Missionary to South Africa

Tm-: SUMMERS IN LESOTHO are
very hot, and to be in the
scorching sun without a head cover-
ing can be dangerous. The Basutos
have learned to take the grass of the
field and weave it into beautiful hats
—an art which children as well as
adults master,

The hats are cone-shaped with vari-
ous designs at the very peak. Many
times the grass is dyed before weav-
ing, and colorful designs are made
into the finished product. The weave
is so tight that the hat will shed
water as well as keep off the scorch-
ing rays of the sun.

I was preaching an evangelistic
campaign in Maseru, the capital of
Lesotho, when I had an unusual ex-
perience involving one of these hats.

The little Assemblies of God church
was packed to overflowing, and the
power of the Lord was present. Two
deaf Basutos were healed at the be-
ginning of the meetings. This so en-
couraged other people present to trust
in Christ for their healing that a
queue formed as many came for
prayer. Although there was a lan-
guage barrier between the evangelist
and the afflicted, there was no such
barrier between faith and God.

A Basuto mother, carrying her baby
in a blanket on her back, came for
prayer. After we had prayed for her,
she simply turned around indicating
she desired prayer for her baby.

There were also those who brought
handkerchiefs to be prayed over.
These were taken to sick loved ones,
many of whom were healed by the
power of God.

In one testimony service a woman
gave praise to the Lord. Before her
healing she had suffered from an ex-
treme nervous condition which usual-
ly kept her from sleeping until early
each morning. After she was praved
for, she went home and was able to
go right to sleep.

Thinking that she was finished, we
all began to praise God for her tes-

Send Foreign Missionary offerings fo
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Foreign Missions Department

1445 Boonville Avenue
Springfield, Missouri 65802
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timony ; but she went on to say that
her mother, who was very old and
lived in a nearby village, was going
blind, (She held her hands before her
face indicating her mother could see
but a very short distance.) On the
night the testifying lady was prayed
for, she had also asked me to pray
over a Basuto hat instead of a hand-
kerchief, and T had done so accord-
ing to her wishes,

The following day she took the hat
and went to the village to see her
mother. She explained her own tes-
timony and why she had come that
day. Then she placed the hat on her
mother’s head.

At this point in her testimony the
woman’s eyes were glistening, and her
dark face was shining with joy. A

murmur of expectation went over the
congregation.

She then told us that within a few
minutes her mother’s vision began to
clear, and soon her sight was normal,

What great praise ascended unto
the throne of God from that testimony
meeting !

The Bible says in Acts 19:11, 12—
“And God wrought special miracles
by the hands of Paul: so