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A Se rmon by A . A . W ILSON 

ITH THE SPIRIT 
ANYTHING LESS TH AN SPIRIT- FILLED LIVI NG IS BELOW THE NEW TESTAMENT STANDARD OF CHRISTIANITY 

FOR A FEW Ml};'L'TES, let us consider one of the out­
standing commands ill God's Word-"Be filled 

with the Spiri t" (Ephesians 5:18). This is a much ne­
glected message, yet one that is all-important to every 
believing child of God. Charles C. Finney once stated: 
"It dishonors Christ and weakens the church when be­
lievers are not filled with the Spirit." 

The re arc three important reasons why Christians 
should be baptized and filled with the HOly Spirit: (l) 
They need it. (2) It is a plain, positive command from 
their Father and they must obey. (3) Jt is God's pro­
vision. 

The need is sUTllllled up in the one word 
Christians need power for two things: for 
living, and for Christian serv ice. 

POWER FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

PO\\ er " 
Christian 

1 t is one thing to be "born again" by the HOly Spirit. 
[t is quite another thing to he kept by the power of 

A. A. Wilson. former pastor of First Assembly of God in 
Kamas City, :-'Iissouri, now resides in Springfield, ~-lissouri. 
Though officially "retired" he continues to be bu~y filling preach­
ing appointments acrOss the country. Brother \Vilson was an 
executive presbyter of the Asscmblies of God for Illany ycars. 
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God, the Holy Spirit. To be born requires only a mo­
ment of time. To be kept by the power of God reqnires 
the remainder of one's life. God has provided for both 
in the substitutionary sacri fice of the Lord Jesus. The 
Spirit-filled life is the normal Christian life, and the 
person who is not filled with and controlled by the 
Spirit is not living and cannot live the real Christian 
life such as God demands and expects. 

The Baptism, or filling with the Spirit. is by no means 
identical with regeneration, the latter being a prepara­
tory step to the former. That the apostles (11 of them 
at least) were born again before that Day of Pentecost 
upon which they wcre filled with the Spirit, is cvident 
from the following considerations: 

Jeslls taught the doctrine of the new birth, as shown 
in John 3 :1-8. If H e taught it to Nicodemus He surely 
did to others. He chose 12 whom He named apostles 
(Luke 6: 13-16). The word "chose" here is in the middle 
voice, aorist tense, and means "picked out for Himself," 
denoting a specific action that took place in unspecified 
past time. 

FOR SANCTIFICATION, NOT FOR REGENERATION 

The address in the prayer whieh Jesus, on two sep­
arate occasions. suggested as a model, is "Our Father." 
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Thi~ implies a new hirth and a new famil\" The word 
"Father" occurs 17 times in the Sermon 0;\ the :\]nunt 
{ioolatthew 5 to i J. l!l LlIk~ 11: I J. it is not thc Creator 
giving the Holy Spirit to the world (Jobn 14:17) hut 
the Father giving to Ilis children. Jeslls tolel the 70 
sent ones to rejoice because their names were written 
in heaven, where the L"Ullh's book of life, the real 
church record, is kept. Surely the apostles were not on 
a lower plane. And hy what authority can it he ~aid 
that the nallle of an unregencrate i~ written in 11(':\\'('11 ~ 

Jesus told the :\postles they were al\ clean, except mw 
Later, after Judas had gone out. He s.."lici. ;'Now ve are 
clean." He then prayed, not for their cleansing. h'm for 
their sanctification. The cleansing was regeneration. 

There are two fathers. two families, and twO births, 
and the only way to get into God's family is hy the 
new, second birt h which is regeneration. Since regenera­
tion also includes cleansing. and since the II were taught 
to call God "Father," were enrolled in heaven, and were 
cleansed, therefore we must conclude they were re­
generated beiore the Da~ ,of Pentecost. They were re­
deemed, clean men, honest, truthful, loving, free from 
fleshly corruption, and used of God to a certain extent: 
yet they were not victoriollS, Their human nature some­
times showed itself in weakness. fear, douht. worr)'. self­
ish amhition, defeat. 

T hey all forsook Jesus and fled just when He needed 
them most. Peter surely loved his Lord and would have 
died gladly for Him: yet from him came the threefold 
denial. They had a tremendous need. Jeslls told them to 
tarry for the enduelllent of power. to receive the Holy 
Spir it, to wait for the promise of the Father-and He 
gave them the promise of the baptism with the Spirit 
and of the power that would come from this haptism 
(Luke 24:49 : John 20:22: Acts 1:4,5,8). The prom­
ises were fulfilled and the need was met in the filling 
wi th the Spiri t- a living Person (Acts 2:1-4). He 
changed their ent ire lives, bringing courage, victory, pow­
er. success. 

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 
The Epistle to the Ephesians, for example, treats of 

the normal Christ ian life, the Spirit-filled life; with 
Corinthians and Galatians on the one side showing the 
need, and Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians on 
the other side showing the results. Ephesians itself Ill:ly 
he divided. with reference to this subject, into three 
divisions: (1) the need: (2) the command; (3) the 
results. 

In chapter I, there arc 10 things which the Christian 
is saved for :.md chosen to be. In chapter 2, there arc 
18 things which he is saved from, and seven things he 
is saved for. In chapter 3 there are to more things which 
he is saved for :lnd chosen to be, and 18 things he is 
saved from: making 63 in all, in the doctrinal part of 
the Book Surely we need the Spirit-filled life to make 
these real. This is expressed in the second praye r, 
;'Strengthened with power hy His Spirit." and "Filled 
with all the fulness of God" (Ephesians 3:16, 19). The 
ultimate object of our salvat ion is shown in Ephesians 
3 :21 - "Unto him be glory in the church." 

THE SPIRIT AND THE FLESH 
In Ephesians 4:1 to 5 :17 of the practical part we 

h:lve the five "walks" and the problem of the flesh, or 
(emltilwed 011 page fiftenl) 
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Whallhe 8aolism 
HaS Done lor Me 

By OCTAVIO MORENO 
Colombia, South Americo 

TilE n,\I'TlS:.! 1;-; TilE llOLY SPIRIT rC\'olutionized Ill\' 

Christian life. For a long time. I had doubted the rcalit), 
of an)' definite work of the Holy Spirit apart froul ~al 
\·ation. [ knew the reality of that-for God had mar 
\'elously changed my life when He saved me. 

But I wasn't cOIl\'inced that any person could reall~ 
speak ill unknown tongues- and certainly not in a gen­
uine language he had ne\'cr learned. 

\ "hile [ was a student at Central Bihle COllege, SprinJ:::­
field, ~[issollri. in the late 1940's, God graciously per­
mitted me to hear another studelll speak in tongues. 
This student had ne\'er learned or studied Spanish, yet 
while tinder the Spiri t's power he was speaking in such 
a perfect, clear Spanish that it made my own Spani~h 

seem poor. Through that, God COllvinced me of tht' 
reality of this work of the lIoly Spirit. 
'[ began seeking earnestly to he filled with the Ii oly 

Spirit. [n response to m)' cries, the Lord showed 111e 
that my pride was standing between me and the hle~sillf.:" 
I desired. The Spirit led me to a person who had al­
W:lys seemed to delight in making life difficult for me, 

I argued with the Lord abOllt going to this person. 
J told the Lord this person should come to me. since 
it was his fault. I sought in e\'ery wa)' to :\\'oid this 
humiliating step, but my rehellion finally broke and I 
went to thi s person. As a result, we both received a 
great hlessing. :\1)' heart was made ready for the glorioll;' 
infilling of the Holy Spirit which the Lord gave me 
the next day . 

As several students prayed with llIe. God poured Out 
His Spirit upon me. I spoke in other tongues for half 
an hour. Then I went apart alone to cry out to God 
I not only wanted to speak in other tongues: I also 
wanter! to walk in the power of the Spirit. 

Since then I ha\'e enjoyed a daily walk in the Spiril 
and the continued hlessing of speaking in other tongues 
in Illy daily prayer life. I hal'e learned hy experience 
that ministry is ineffective without the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit. It is an indescribable joy to experience the 
inspiration of the Spirit while preaching. God imparts 
I lis blessing both to the minister and to his ministry! 

The 110ly Spir it has helped me in many ways. I have 
been especially aware of His power as I have prayed 
for those who were demon-possessed. The Holy Spirit 
gi\'es me a sense of secur ity ill these days of spiritual 
darkness and insecurity, 

t-.ly heart always longs for a close walk with the 
Lord and a daily consciousness of the anointing of the 
lloly Spirit. ..e 
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WHEN SICKNESS COMES 

The Ch ristian who lives by the Hook always knows what to do 
when sickness comes. He finds dear instructions in the Xcw Testa· 
ment, which says: 

"Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church: 
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the nallle of the 
Lord" (James 5:14). 

These words arc addressed to Chr istian believers. They are not 
optional, but ohligatory. T hey arc a clear command as hinding as any 
instruct ions in the \ Vord of God. including those concerning water 
baptism or the Lord's supper. Those who refuse to partake of any onc 
of these three sac red ceremonies do so at great spiritual peri l. 

Who a re meant by " the elders"? T hey are Ihe appointed leaders of 
the local churches (Titus I :5). They should he men full of fa ith, for 
ou r Lord said it is "them that believe" whose word i$ confirmed "with 
signs followi ng" (Mark 16:20). "These signs shall fo llow tll('J11 that 
believe," Jesus sa id. "They shall lay hands 0 11 th e sick. and they sha ll 
recover" ( Mark 16:1 7,1 8) . 

\~hat kind of o il should be used ? \~e are nOt told; but we know the 
oil is not a medication of any kind, for it is the prayer of faith, and 
not the oil, that brings healing. S tudents of the Greek Scriptures from 
which Ollr New Testament is transla ted will tell you there is only one 
reference to medica l anoint ing in the Scriptures, and that is in Revela­
tio n 3 :18 where the blind, backslidden church a t Laod icea is told, 
" Anoint thi ne eyes wi th eyes.""l.l ve. that thou mayes! sec." In al\ other 
cases the anointi ng is a ceremonial act- merely a fo rm. though one 
tha t is vcry significant and necessa ry. 

Pure oil of ally ki nd will do, fo r it is lIsed as a symbol of the blessed 
HOly Spirit . In Romans 8: 11 we read that it is the Spirit of God who 
quickens, or gives life, to our mortal hodies. Not only can He quicken 
our spirit s, giving us spiritual life (Ephesians 2 :1), but He also quick­
ens our mortal bod ies, sending n surge of life to drive out the deadening 
effects of sickness: and one day. when the bodies of believers lie cold 
in dea th , H e is going to send Stich a su rge of that sa me power that the 
dead in Chri st shall be resurrected just as the Saviou r was. The same 
qui ckening Spirit who raised Chri st shall rai se liS (I Peter 3:18). 

Notice the other po int s in the instructions to the sick. "Confess your 
fault s one to another, and pray one for another , th at ye llIay be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a right eous man availcth much" (James 
5 :16). God does not promise to answer a si nner's prayer. unless he 
repents. H e does not promise to heal someone who has unconfessed 
fault s. It is the prayer ;'of a f'iglztl'o lls man" that H e answers. It is 
the fervent prayer of fa ith that brings healing. 

And let there be no doubt of the outcome. If the sick one calls for 
the elders, and if they pray over him in the presc ribed manner, he 
shall be healed. When men do their part , God does His. There a re three 
of God's emphatic "shaHs" in thi s verse: "And the prayer of fa ith 
shall sa ve the sick, and the Lord shall rai se him up ; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgi ven him" (James 5 :15 ) . God is as 
ready to forgh'e as we a re 10 confess; and H e is as ready to fu lfill 
His promise to heal as we arc to follow His prescription. 

- R.C. C. 
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life. WE BEI.lEVE ill the ruurre<::tion 01 both the 
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WHEN SICKNESS COMES 

The Ch ristian who lives by the Hook always knows what to do 
when sickness comes. He finds dear instructions in the Xcw Testa· 
ment, which says: 

"Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church: 
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the nallle of the 
Lord" (James 5:14). 

These words arc addressed to Chr istian believers. They are not 
optional, but ohligatory. T hey arc a clear command as hinding as any 
instruct ions in the \ Vord of God. including those concerning water 
baptism or the Lord's supper. Those who refuse to partake of any onc 
of these three sac red ceremonies do so at great spiritual peri l. 

Who a re meant by " the elders"? T hey are Ihe appointed leaders of 
the local churches (Titus I :5). They should he men full of fa ith, for 
ou r Lord said it is "them that believe" whose word i$ confirmed "with 
signs followi ng" (Mark 16:20). "These signs shall fo llow tll('J11 that 
believe," Jesus sa id. "They shall lay hands 0 11 th e sick. and they sha ll 
recover" ( Mark 16:1 7,1 8) . 

\~hat kind of o il should be used ? \~e are nOt told; but we know the 
oil is not a medication of any kind, for it is the prayer of faith, and 
not the oil, that brings healing. S tudents of the Greek Scriptures from 
which Ollr New Testament is transla ted will tell you there is only one 
reference to medica l anoint ing in the Scriptures, and that is in Revela­
tio n 3 :18 where the blind, backslidden church a t Laod icea is told, 
" Anoint thi ne eyes wi th eyes.""l.l ve. that thou mayes! sec." In al\ other 
cases the anointi ng is a ceremonial act- merely a fo rm. though one 
tha t is vcry significant and necessa ry. 

Pure oil of ally ki nd will do, fo r it is lIsed as a symbol of the blessed 
HOly Spirit . In Romans 8: 11 we read that it is the Spirit of God who 
quickens, or gives life, to our mortal hodies. Not only can He quicken 
our spirit s, giving us spiritual life (Ephesians 2 :1), but He also quick­
ens our mortal bod ies, sending n surge of life to drive out the deadening 
effects of sickness: and one day. when the bodies of believers lie cold 
in dea th , H e is going to send Stich a su rge of that sa me power that the 
dead in Chri st shall be resurrected just as the Saviou r was. The same 
qui ckening Spirit who raised Chri st shall rai se liS (I Peter 3:18). 

Notice the other po int s in the instructions to the sick. "Confess your 
fault s one to another, and pray one for another , th at ye llIay be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a right eous man availcth much" (James 
5 :16). God does not promise to answer a si nner's prayer. unless he 
repents. H e does not promise to heal someone who has unconfessed 
fault s. It is the prayer ;'of a f'iglztl'o lls man" that H e answers. It is 
the fervent prayer of fa ith that brings healing. 

And let there be no doubt of the outcome. If the sick one calls for 
the elders, and if they pray over him in the presc ribed manner, he 
shall be healed. When men do their part , God does His. There a re three 
of God's emphatic "shaHs" in thi s verse: "And the prayer of fa ith 
shall sa ve the sick, and the Lord shall rai se him up ; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgi ven him" (James 5 :15 ) . God is as 
ready to forgh'e as we a re 10 confess; and H e is as ready to fu lfill 
His promise to heal as we arc to follow His prescription. 

- R.C. C. 
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"There IS no peace to the wicked!" warned Isaiah. In 
this time when we talk of a nuclear Armageddon the 
words of a priest in ancient Anathoth should troubl(' 
us: "They h:\\'e healed the wound of my people slightly, 
saying, 'Peace. peace,' when there is no peace." 

"Think not that I am come to send peace on earth," 
said Jesus. "I came not to send peace, but a sword." 
\Ve must not forget that Jesus was the great Divider. 
He is the magnificent Trouble ~laker. the great Dis­
turber. He will nOt let us rest in our selfishness and 
our sins. W e feel again and again the terrible thrust of 

the SHAPE 
of the cross 

T HEY CROSSEI) A COUPLE OF STlCKS and started a 
new world. They took two pieces of wood and 

made a symbol that has "towered o'er the wrecks of 
time." They made a shape that has stood above the 
birth and death of nations. 

I n the world wbere this sign first arose there were 
vanous reactions to it. To the Jews it was offensive; 
to the Greeks, ins<mity; to tbe Romans, a threat to 
Caesar. To the Christians it denoted the power of God. 

The shape of those gallow-sticks on Calvary still haunts 
the world. All efforts to shake off the emblem fail. 
For the Cross is fo rever associated with the God-man 
who only hurts us with His love. \Vhen our evil and 
hatred bring darkness down upon us, the Cross shines 
the brighter. \Vhether we like it or not, we are "stuck" 
with this execlllion-thing. 

The Cross is shaped like a SWORD. It is a sword, thrust 
deep into the world's conscience, wounding it from age 
to age. \Ve rage against the hurt hut God will not draw 
it away. 

At Christmas we sing the angelic anthem, "Peace on 
earth to men of good will": and we forget that it is 
only men of God's favor who have peace! "Righteous­
ness and peace have kissed each other," sang the old 
poet; he did not say that ("<IiI and peace had emhraced! 
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His sword. He WI\1 put up His weapon o nly when we 
surrender to Hi s will for righteous ness; then will He 
hind up O\lr wounds and there will he peace. 

The Cross is shaped likc a KEY . 11 I~S a key, OIlC 
that turns the lock of our prisons and sels us free from 
sinful self, Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you frec." Paul wrote. "You, who 
were dead. God made a]i\·e ... having forgiven all our 
trespasses, having cancelled the bond which stood against 
us." And how did He effect all this ? In the midst of 
the mighty victory there stands the shape of a Cross. 

James S tewart has rightly said that at the Cross Christ 
identified llimself with ou r sins, our defeats, our weak­
nesses. so that at the same Cross we might identify our­
selves with His righteousness. His victory, and His 
strength . "The Cross is the meeting-place between God 
and man." 

Jesus sa id to the people of Nazareth, "The Spi rit of 
the Lord is upon me. . . He hath sent me ... to preach 
deliverance to the captives ... to set at liberty them that 
are brui sed." And the key He uses is the Cross. It IS 

a key that would unlock all concentration camps of 
human misery and wrong. 

The Cross is shaped like a royal SCEPTR~: . I t is a 
royal sceptre that has swayed the turbulent ages. They 
wrote on the Cross that He was a King. King He was, 
and is. \Vhat a King! Blood-smeared and thorn-crowned, 
mocked by the 1110b, but He was born King. The angel 
courier cr ied of Him before His birth; "Of his kingdom 
there shall be no end!" On the script that fluttered 
from the tree it was written in three languages that 
He was King_ 

Take another look at the Cross and see. It is a sword 
that ClltS our conscience; it is a key that unloeks our 
pnsons; it is a royal sceptre under which we live with 
Him in His Kingdom. ~ 
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I N'OONESIA II l\S BEEN much in 
the news in recent months. An 

attempted COllllllunist coup and the 
Illurder of top·ranking army officers 
touched off a series of events that 
changed mall)' things. J a111 sure you 
have though t Illuch ahaul the mission­
aries and their work in Indonesia dur­
ing this time. Much prayer has been 
made 0 11 their behalf. 

We arc happy to say that from all 
reports the Assemblies of God work 
in Indonesia is going 011 as usual. It 
was thought wise to close the Java 

Bible School in Djogjakart3 for a 
few months. hut our two missionary 
lad ies there chose to remain and keep 
it open. ),1011(' of our mission:wics or 
national workers has suffered physi­
cal harm. and from letters received it 
appears the situation is normal. 

T he I ncloncsian Assemhli es of God 
is strongly indigenous. largely due to 
a strong national zeal and a limited 
number of missionaries. \Ve have only 
18 active miss ionaries in a country of 
over 3.000 islands and 97 million peo­
ple . The main work of our mission-

In Jun e, 1965, the notional ministe rs and the missionarie s met at Djogjokorto for the 
Indonu ion Asse mbliu of God General Council. The superintendent is Soemordi Stephan us. 
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Indonuio, .... ith a po pulation of 
97 ,085 ,000, is Ih e fifth most popuioul 
country in the wo rld . It il mode 
up of five large islands and more Ihon 
3,000 smolier on u with a total 
of 575 ,450 square miles of land . II is 
oboul 1,250 milu from one end of 
Ihe country to Ihe other. 

By ANTHONY SORBO, 

Indonesia 

LAND OF 
CHA GE 
aries is 1Il Bible schools, though evan­
gelistic work is also done in many 
areas. As of June, 1965, the statis­
tics for our field were as follows: 
103 churches; 121 workers; 4.028 
church members; and 7,762 Sunday 
school memhers. New churches arc 
being started every year with each 
church conducting one or more bra nch 
Sunday schools . 

In the last five ycars several im­
po rtant building projects have been 
undertaken with missionary and na ­
tional church cooperation. AW;.ntion is 
bei ng placed on crecting permanem 
church build ings, especially in large 
population centers where no mission­
ary is resident. Recen tly, an effort 
has been made to obtain land and 
build in the large city of :'.fakassar. 
South Celebes, where our work has 
suffered in past years due to the lack 
of proper quarters. Our large evan­
gelistic center in Ambon is beginni ng 
plans for a new building. This work 

Fa, miMionary in/otm.alion write 10: 
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has heen hindered ior many yea r:; hc­
cau!:;e of land problems, ~I edan has 
a beautiful new church, dedicated in 
1965. The old church is being reo 
modeled for usc by the Bihle school 
there. 

The missionaries have takell a step 
of faith ill the purchase of 10 acres 
of land in !\I::tlang, East java, as a 
new campus for the Ja,'a Bible School. 
One of the missionaries has been 
asked to supervise thi s building. At 
present, we have four three-year Bible 
schools operating with an enrollment 
of over 100 students. They arc di­
rected by missionanes who depend 
greatly on a staff of Indonesian work­
ers. These schools have hecome the 
hub around which the local and area 
church program revolves, 

For some years the missionaries have 
felt the need for an active literature 
program for the Indonesian church. 
There never has been a missionary 
who devoted full time to this work 
We have been asked to take this re­
sponsibility when we return from fur ­
lough. A new building to house our 
printing and publish ing house is to be 
built on the new java Bible school 
campus. 

T he need for literature is greater 
than eve r before, since the govern­
ment is placing much emphasis on 
school s and education. There are many 
hurdles and red tape to overcome in 
this work, but it offers great prom­
ise. 

Yes, Indonesia is a land of chal­
lenge. A vacuum has been created. 
idealistic dogmas have been torn down. 
and the people arc ready and willing 
to hear the gospe\. Doors are open 
today that may be closed tomorrow. 
Pray that the church in Indonesia may 
continue to grow, despite all prob­
lems. ....:: 

Ninety percent of the people of Indonuia 
worship in Muslim mosques like this. 
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A BURMESE STUDENT TURNS ... 

From Spirit Worship 
to Christ 

Elijah Dau Hkoung 
is studying at 

the Myitkyino Bible 
School in Burma . 

He and his fellow 
students need 
your pra ye rs . 

ELlJAIi IJAl' IIKA(JNG turned 
from heathenism to Christ just 

three years ago. and now he is study­
ing in the new Assemhlies of God 
Bible school at .:'Ilyitkyina, Burma. 

H e was brought up in one of the 
many tribal villages, where, after his 
parents both died of an epidemic that 
took many lives, he was shuttled frOIll 
family to family. All of the people 
in the village were spirit worshipers 
who appeased the evil spirits by daily 
offering frllits and vegetables on their 
spirit shch-es. Elijah grew lip know­
ing only this form of religion. 

At the age of I i, he traveled to a 
,'illage not far from his home where 
he heard gospel singing for the first 
time in his life. These songs drew 
him back night after night. He wanted 
to know more about the strange meet· 
ings, but the language was different 
and he could not understand. 

One day he ran away from his 
home and went to live in the Chris-

By RAY TRASK, Burma 

tian village. He obtained employmem 
with the man who lived in the house 
where he had first heard the gospel 
singing: and in just one year he 
learned the Lisu language, ti c also 
learned about jesus Christ through the 
songs and preaching. 

Shortly after this, he moved to 
i\logok to work in the ruby mines, 
and while ill our city he accepted 
Christ as his S:n-iour. Soon he was 
baptized. For 1110r(' than a year we 
ga\'e him work ami lodging at the 
mi >;sioll compound in .:'Ilogok, and dur­
ing this time he made lI1\1ch spiritual 
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T ilE SACIUFlCE OF ,\ ~l'IJS1TrIJTE is onc oi the 
oldest instincts of the world. Here is a cunciform 

text from the Accadian, Ihe tUost ancient of all ci"jliz<l­
lions: "The lamh, the substitute for a man, the lamb he 
[the offerer I gives for his life: the head of the lamb 
he gives for the head of the man, the b;tck of the lamh 
he gives for the back of the man, the hreast of the 
lamb he gives for the hreast of the mall," etc. 

Substitutionary sacrifice was in the heart of the world 
from the vcry daw n of history. But slIhstitll tion, th\ls 
groping afte r the actllal redemption desired, inevitably 
became human. At Athens, for example, <It a festival 
called the Thargclia. a man and woman were led forth 
from the city, wearing. as symhols of worthless char­
acter, white and hlack figs; then they were solemnly 
burned in a desert spot for the purification of the city. 
and their ashes cast away as unclean. 

In China an ancient inscription bears the image of 
all emperor kneeling, 111 time of national calamity. before 
all altar. to be offered up as an atonement for the sins 
of hi s people. III Gau!, among the Druids. a gigant ic 
figure of a man. made of wicker-work and filled with 
a hundred victims, was consumed hy fire as an offering 
to the gods. Centra] Africa, Armenia, Ethiopia . Hindustan, 
l\'Iongolia, the South Sea Isla nds, and Peru- eyerywhere 
there arc traditions of human sacrifice. :-.Jo nation has 
heen without it. 

\ 'Vhat then lay in th e heart of humanity in this awful 
holocaust? An Egyptian inscription tenderly and pro­
foundl y replies. An ox, ahout to be sacri fi ced , was 
stamped with a seal bearing the image of a man. On 
this seal the man's hands were hound behind him, and 
a swo rd-poin t was at his throat. The ox perished in 
the place of the doomed man. 

A Babylonian treati se on astrology. speak ing of chil­
dren offered by their pa'rents to the l\loon-god, says : 
"The SOil who li fts lip hi s head among men. the SOil for 
hi s own life must he [tl;e father] gi\·e: the heae! of 
the child mus! he give for the head of the man, and 
the neck of the child for the neck of the man." It 
was substitu tion with a view to expiation. 

Tn Greecc reprobates, chosen as sacrifices and thrown 
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into th!..: :,!..: :t a:; all expiation of national guilt, \\'(' re lIi,,­
patched with the formllla, ·'Ikcome thou all offscourillg 
for us!" ( that is. adds Suidas, the ancient historian, 
"a mcans of salvation or ransom" ) The sacrifice was 
a definite expiation. 

Thus animal sac rifire, felt to be inadequate, became 
human. ~I or('o\·er, in some cases the sacrifices selected 
were the dearest to the offerer that cOllld he found. 
Deeply pathetic was the sacrifice of children. These were 
selected on two grounds· ( 1) as the most innocent, they 
cou ld stand for the gu ilty : and (2) the), were the sac­
rifices dearest and costliest to the offerer's heart. The 
pa rent s stopped their child's cries hy fondling and kissing 
i~, for the victim had to be mute: the sacrifice m\\st he 
wh olly volulltary . and if either child or paren t wept. 
the expiation was forfeited. Blind instinct of Calvary! 
So in ~lexico, the offerer, to benefit by the expiation . 
lllllst touch the body. :-.Jar would an Egyptian taste the 
head of any animal. since a ll that head might haye been 
bid the sins of others. 

Jewish tradition . wholly apart from the Bible, p rescribed 
these \Yards to the offerer: "0 God, I have sinned, 1 
ha\·e dOl1c perversely, r have trcspassed hefore Thee. La. 
IIOW I repeI11, and am trllly sorry for my misdeeds. Let 
this \'ictim he my expiation." The touch identifying the 
offerer and the sacr ifice (see LeyitlcllS 1:4) made the 
suhsti tuti on completl': 11 was appropriation by the hand 
of faith 

Kow wh;\t has Cod to say of these human sacrif ices ~ 
"They have bu ilt the high places of Tophe! ... to burn 
their sons and their daugh ters in the fire: which I 
commanded them not. neither came it into Illy heart" 
(J eremiah 7 :31 ) . 

Jehovah's rejection of Isaac, and His subst itution of 
the ram, reveals once for all His refusal of human sac­
rifices. The reason for God's rejection of human ':<l.C­

rifke is clear: no si nner can be a propitiation for an­
othe r sinner. "Shall I give my firstborn for Ill}' trans­
gression, the fruit of my body for the si n of my soul :'" 
(1\ licah 6:7). "KOlle of them can by any means redeem 
his hrother. nor give to God a ransom for him" ( Psalm 
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-10:7 ) . To offer lip a sinner ior a :-o1l111t:1" h to ade! 
murder to a futile sacrifice, 

Yet the matter cannot end there. lIow is it that all 
races and al1 nations have felt that sin can only be 
expiated by hlood:- It is oln'iously the terror oi guilt. 
a nd the consciol1!'.ness that only death can Illeet the trans­
gression of law. If pare1lts could liO stifle human in-
5tinct as to offer their habes to a fiery or a bloody 
<leath, lerri hle indeed must have 1>('('11 the consciousness 
of their own guilt and doom. Ilulllan s..1.crifice, awful 
and murclerous, ne\'ertheless was the sole and illcvitahle 
mode of expialion finding an echo of uncleanness in 
the vast gulf of human need: it was the world's cry 
for an atoning Saviour. 

And JI e has come! "For it IS nOt possihle that the 
blood of hulls and of goats should take awa) SillS. 
\Vhe1"efore when he cOll1eth into Ihe world. he saith. 
Sacrifice and offering tholl wouldest not, but a body" 
- for human sac rifice (indispensable, if there is to be 
substitution for human si n )-"hast thou prepared me: 
in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had 
no pleasure. Then sa id I, Lo, T"- the great Burnt OHer­
ing alld Sacrifice for sin- "collie to do thy will, 0 
God. He taketh away the first"- that is, all fanne r 
sacrifices- "that he l11ay cstahlish the second. By the 
which will"- that is, according to the purpose of God, 
ill which the Lamb was slain from the foundation of 
the world, for God's beloved sinners- "we are sancti­
fied through the offering o f the body of Jesus Christ 
o nce fo r all" ( H ebrews 10:-1--10). 

For our Lord's death sta nd s out SOlitary and un ique. 
\Vithollt .Illy precedent in inspired literatllre, in which 
110 death was eyer magnified, or regarded as sac rificial 
or redemptive: absorhil1g an enormous proport iol1 of 
the Gospels, and so placed as to subordinate the life to 
the death: lIe\"er regarded hy Himself as a martyrdoni 
to avoid apostasy. but always as the set, sacrificial pur­
l)Ose of I (i~ life: and so accepted by all who, fo r 1900 
years, have walked with God . and understood God: the 
sacrifice of Jesus stands forth as the one great Burnt 
Offering of the \\"orld. lie "both lo\"ed liS, and hath 
gi\'en himself for liS ,\:-; QFFER I :O;G " Nil A SAC RIFI C E TO 

GOD" (Ephesians .i :2). ~ 

GREAT CHAPTERS 
DAILY READ ING 

PROGRAM 

FEB Fl U ... FlY 6. 1966 

GREAT CHAPTERS FOR THE 
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 6. 13 

Sunday .................. Deuteronomy 28 
Monday ............... Deuteronomy 34 
Tuesday ......... Joshua I 
Wednesday .................... .. Joshua 2 
Thursday ............ Joshua 3 
Friday . ................. . ... Joshua 6 
Saturday Joshua 7 
Sunday ..... .. .... .. Joshua 9 

PROMISE OF THE WEEK 
"This book of the lo w sholl nat 

deport aut of thy mou th; but thou 
shal t meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayes! observe to do oc· 
cording to all thaI is wrillen Iherein; 
for Ihen thou shah make Ihy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success" (Joshua 1:8) . 

By L.OL.A RUTH HANNA 

DCRING THE DEPRESSION" YEARS of the 1930's our family 
had unusual oPIX1rttlnities to prove God's goodness and 
His faithfulness. ~Iy husband was a railroad shop em­
ployee, one of many who lost their jobs during those 
dark daY5. This was the heginning of three rears of 
unemployment for him. Our three children, all in high 
school, took jobs as they could and were paid both in 
money and in hand-me·downs. 

Our home was heavily mortgaged, and one spring day 
we dro\"e into the city to try to borrow money on our 
i\Todei T Ford, the only collateral we had left. In my 
purse 1 carried my weekly church pledge envelope con­
taining $2. !'.lustering up courage to mail it when I 
knew of many places we could use it, I asked my hus­
band to stop at the next mailbox. 

\Ve mailed the letter and started home. \Ve had o llly 
driven a short distance when a friend called to Illy hus ­
band from a passing car, "They're laking a ll Illell at 
the shops. Detter hurry! They're only calling back a fcw." 

We drovc quickly to the shops, and Bill s igned up 
for reemployment. Before the ink was dry on the paper 
the phone rang, and the man in charge was ordered to 
hire no more men. Bill was the last one reemployed at 
that lillle! Talking it Over, we realized that if we had 
not Slopped to mail the pledge money and turned at 
the next intersection, we would have missed the mes­
senger of good news passing by just at that lillle . God 
proved His faithfulness to us when we were faithful 
to Him. 

Our children arc married now and have tneir own 
families. We are in our twilight years, and God has 
provided LI S with a lovely home and a goat. lIcomt: to 
meet our needs. But we wonder how it might • .1" (; been 
had we missed paying our pledge that 0 n I.:ek. 

"It is requ ired in stewards that a man be i\JL r:< ". lthfu!.' · 

"Thus far the Lord hath led us," the promise hath ;:".)t failed; 
The enemy, encountered oft, has never quite prevailed: 
The shield of faith has turned aside, or Quenched eacr, fiery dart, 
The Spirit's sword in weakest hands has forced him to depart. 

Thus far the Lord hath led us; our need hath been SUPI)1ie", 
And mercy hath encompassed us about on every s ide, 
Still falls the dai ly manna; the pure rock·foun tains flow; 
And many fl owers of love and hope along th~ wayside grow. 

Calmly we look behind us, ou r joys and sorrows past, 
\Ve know that all is mercy now, and shall be wdl at last; 
Calmly we look before us; we fear no future ill , 
Enough for safety and for peace, if Thou art with us still. 

-A utlror U JrblO1t"u 
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NEWS AND NOTES ON OUR TIMES 

THIS PRESENT WORLD 

Finnish Pentecostals Enjoy Blessings of God 

Over 100 university studen ts. yonng pastors, and work­
ers in the Finnish Lutheran church ha .... e been baptized 
in the Holy Spirit , according- to PClllecosl magazine. 
This spiritual moveme nt which has begun in the state 
church emphasizes eva ngelism and strongly opposes world ­
liness and modernism. 

God has also heen blessing the missionary work of 
Finland's 216 Pentecostal Assemblies. Sotlle 185 mission­
aries now serve in 17 countries. Over 100 churches have 
been started since \Varld 'vVar II, and these arc served 
by about 150 national workers. The Finnish Assemblies 
have established Bible schools in five foreign countries, 
founded or support elementary schools ill four countries, 
established 10 mcdical di spensaries in four countries, and 
have a radio mini stry in three countries. 

Missionary Exhibition Ship Popular in Norway 

The Pentecostal Assemblies of Norway, third largest 
missionary movcment in thc cou ntry, reccntly highlighted 
their mi ss ionary activ ities aboard a floating exhibition 
ship, the Sailillg Fair. The ship visited over 40 towns 
along the southern coast of Korway. Everywhere it 
received favorable pllblicity. 

The tens of thousands of students who visited the sh ip 
wcre hostcd by mi ssionary guides who gave their personal 
testimonies of the saving grace of God. The "crew" of 
25, mostly young people, conducted evangelistic ser\,lces 
evcry night in lhc sa lon of the ship. 

The touring evangelism effort was initiated by the 
Filadelfia Publi shing ! {ouse of Oslo. 

Reorganized Romanian Church Shows Growth 

Nearly 2 1 years ago the Pentecostal Church in Romania 
bcgan the task of reorganizing the churches which had 
been closed preceding and during Wo rld \Var I r. T he 
Pentecostal Church now has about 900 local assemblies 
with 80.000 members. Its headquarters are in l3ucharest. 

The Romanian governmcnt gran ted official recogn ition 
to the Pentecostal Church in 1950. 

Strong Pentecostal Revival Reported in 
The Netherlands 

A report from The :\'etherlands indicates that a strong 
Pentecostal revi\·al is cont inuing among God's people 
there. Pentecosta l evangelists have been holding revival 
serv ices biweekly at Amersfoon for five years with as 
many as 1,(X)() attending. One special service last fall 
had mo re than 6,()(X) visitors present. Often as many as 
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one-third 01 tho:.<: attending the tlleetmgs arc 111 a Pente­
costal service for the first time. 

Every two months a baptismal service is held for those 
coming frOIll denominations which practice infant bap­
tism. A 11 average of 70 a re im!llersed on each occasion. A 
number of these lX'oplc hav(' be('n excolllmunicatd from 
their churches. hilt the)' arc often instrumental in or­
ganiz ing new assemblies. 

It is reponed that hundreds of denomina tional church 
members ha\·e receIved the baptism ill the Holy Spirit 
with the evidcnce of speaking in tongues. 

Representatives from 27 Nations to Attend 
American Bible Society Anniversary 

World attention is being directed to the 150th anni­
versary observance of the American Bible Society in 
New York City , Afay 11-13, 1966. Representatives of 
13iblc societies from 27 countries will attend the ob­
servances prior to their gatheri ng in Buck Hill Falls, 
Penllsylvania, for the triennial session of the United 
l3ible Societies Council. 

In connection with its 150th anniversary, the Ameri­
can Bible Society is engaged in a campaign to raise $6 
million for increased Scripture distribution around the 
world. Funds will be used for new printi ng presses, ade­
quate stocks of Scriptures, new translations, production 
of more attractive and casier-to-read Scriptures, and pro­
grams to encourage Bible reading. 

The entire year of 1966 has been designated as "The 
Year of the Bible," by the American Bible Society to 
signal the start of new programs to increase distribution 
and reading of the Holy Scriptures. 

Church Leader Denies Resurrection 

An off-tile-cuff statement by Dr . Ernest Marshall 
Howse, moderator of the United Church of Canada, has 
blown up a sto rm of reaction, according to The Presby­
Irria n J ounlal . 

I n a news conference, Dr. Howse declared, "I do not 
believe in the physical resu rrection of Jeslls Christ .... 
The resurrection cannot be understood as the return of 
a physical body frOIll the gra, 'e." 

Coming on the hcels of a sharp controversy in the 
U nited Church over its new cllrriculum, the modera­
tor's remark was too much for ma ny. Reaction even 
pushed world news off the front pages of some Canadian 
papers. 

Some of the words of Paul seem especially appro­
priate here: "Now if Christ be preached that he rose 
from the dead, how say some among you that there is 
no resurrection? ... If Christ be not risen, then is our 
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preaching vai n, anc! your iaith h al .. o ,:un Y{·a. ancl 
we arc found false witne,.,sc~ of (;0£1; IlCcall:->t' wt.' han' 
testified of (;od that he miscd lip Chri.:>t. \nel if 
Christ he no t rabed , your faith is vain: ye arc yet l!l 

your sins. Bllt now is Christ ri~('n frolll til{' dead, 
and become the first fruit s of them that slept" (1 Co­
rinthians 15 :1 2 , 14, 15. 17. 20) 

Five Million Visi t USA in a Year 

).Iore than five llIillion foreign nationals visited tht' 
CSA during the year ending jlllle 30, 1%5. accordmg 
to figu res released by thc C. S. Immigratio!l :-;cn·ire. Of 
this tota\. approx imately three million were here for a 
year or longer, and ahout twO million newcomers werc 
admitted during the 12-l11onth pe riod, 

Commenting 011 these stati stics, the hulletin of Inter­
national Students, IlIc., WaSh ington. D. C, said: "The 
presence of these foreign visitors presents the greatest 
challenge to missionary outreach ('vcr faced by the 
Church of jesus Chr ist. Xot si nce the Day of l'ent('(:o"t 
- when a million pilgrims frOIll foreign lands were gath­
ered in jerusal('!ll-has there been such a concentration 
of people from every tongue and tri he and nation in one 
geographical location . All the foreign mission fields of 
the world ha \'c come to the churches." 

New Pentecostal School to Be Built in Newfoundland 

Construction of a ncw Pentecostal elementary school 
in 51. John's, i\ewfoundland, is to begin in ~ I ay. This 
wi l! inc rease to 56 the numher of Pentecosta l week-day 
schools in the province. 

T he four-room $70,000 school is being built hy the 
Bethesda Pent ecostal Church and Elim T ahernacle in St. 
John's. The struC\llre \\" ill accommodate 180 student:;. 

Newfoundland's Pentecostal schools now pro\' ide fa­
cil it ies for 4,400 pupil s. Some 220 teachers are employed 
in these govcrnment-supported schools. 

He Has The Healing Balm 

.. , 

• 

FE BR UARY 6 1966 

."""'''' ... " 
~ T j.l o\.i ; r-.V WAY MIN 3:: 

"'f',OW~ U?OIJ e'A-.zn-l ,Tl.!Y 
!'iAV\N6 HEALi H t.v.QN(:: 
Al l. N,o.i \OfJ 5 .'-:"-.P.fA 67:Z ~ 

Answered by E rnest S, \Vdltams 

Irherl' do,'.f tilt IJII'I lit·,' th .. ltil (I tl',1/ (" d d, 
he(lr tI/(' tray4"r I" .H 'lII i"rS, 

11< I 

This was a hdid III brae! ":-';o\\' \\,t· know tl"lt 
( ;od hcareth not sinncrs" (john q:311 I do nOI 1.;110\\ 

of any promise that Cod will hear the pra~'cr~ oi .. in 
ncr~, othcr than prayers of rept'l1IanC(' and clt.'''lrl· ior 
.. al\·atiol1. COllccrmng this kind of prayt.·r there I" Ii 
promist'. ·'.\nd it ~h:lll comc It) pOl ... .., that en·ryollt· th 
shall call upon the name of tht Lord ... hall I)f' ~an'd" 
(Romans 10:13) Ii God hears any other prayt·r .. oi 
sinners. it is the ft'sl!1t oi I lIS lllcrcy, not oi His I'rnl1list,~ 

111 NOli/CHIS 14 :11 , 1.'(' rrad "As I lin'. sal/Il thl' J.(!rd. 
r,.'cry ~' II N' shall "0<.' to IIIr, lHld I"<'fry tUII;/III' shal! 
ronfess to God." /lors JlII.~ n"fa ,,"ly to ('fln..llal/.( 

I t means what it says. In Philippian ... 2 :9-11 the .. anll' 
thing is emphasized, and no one is excepted "\t til{' 
name of Jesus every knee shall bo\\', of thing:> in heaH'!\, 
:l.nd things ill earth, and things \\!l(\er the earth; ami 
th:l.t c\ery tonglle shall confess that Jesus Christ i~ Lort!. 
to the glory of (;od the Fathe r. " 

1J 01.~· rail ~<'£' ~'erp Illr Lord's Day ill a mallller th'as;II!! 
10 Him ! 

As far as possible under the Law, jews were to make 
the Sabhath a dny of rest and worsh ip. They we!'(' not 
C\'en to build a fire, But animals hncl to be fed and 
wat ered : and if an animal fell into a ditch. it was to 
he taken Out (1.lIk(' 13, IS: I·t j ). Tht I'hari~e('~ pbn'il 
the letter of the L.1.W ahtwe its spirit wlwn they ohjech'd 
to jesus' henling of the sick on the Sahhath. 

Sincc we arc not under thc Law, bill under gracc, 
we need to keep our hearts opcn to the Lord to guide 
us. But I believe the Lord's Day ~hou ld he made a 
day of worship ami re"t irolll secular acti\'it ies a~ far 
as possible. 

.. I mUll IUlS eomi' ;IItV Oll r (Olll/l1l1 11 i/S /rtl(llill!l thai tht' 
NI'1.i.f TestcwII'II/ Scrirtllres are /l ot jllspirrd, that tfw.\' 
are OIl'" Ihe 1t'o r k of hllmall autllors. This is IrVljh{Jllf/ 

SOIll£'. C(III y OIl givc us OIl (1II S1l'er .1 

This man's teaching is wrong. The Scripturcs lhem 
selves claim to have heen inspired by God, not by man 
(see 2 T inlothy 3: 16 ), One of the nlaill purpose" Jesus 
had in choosing the d isciples was that they might he 
with H im frol11 tIlt> beginning of ilis ministry to COIll' 
munica te the gospel to olhe rs (John lS :27) . Ife later 
~aid the l ioly Spirit would guide them into all truth . 
" He shall receivc of mine, and shall show it unto you" 
(John 16:12-14 ). Paul testified that he received hi" 
gospel by the revelation of jesus Christ ( Galatians 1 : 
11, 12). So confident was he in thi s re\'elation tha t he 
said, "T hough wc, or a n a ngel from heaven. preach any 
other gospel unto you. let him 1)(' accursed." 

II you nat" a spirillCal problem or all}' qrustiOIl abollt tnl' lhblr, 
)'01/ arr ;IIVited If) writl' to "Yorrr Qursl;(lns," TnI' Ptntl'Coslol 
EalUgt'l. 1445 Boollf..'llIr, S prillu/lrld, J/lssolrT"l 65802. /Jrf1tiJ" 
IV il/iams will allS'l(lrr if ,)"011 srnd a s tam ptd stlf-(Iddrtsstd e' IVe/o pr. 
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The GLORY 
01 the church 

By HOWARD CARTE R 

ISRA£L'S GLORY LAY NOT in the structure of its taber ­
nacle or its temple. Other nations had coulltless temples 
of their own, many of which doubtless were far more 
imposing in size and architectual design, morc adorned 
with precious mctaJs and jewels, morc beautiful with 
carvings and statuary. But none of them contained the 
Shekinah glory, the manifested prescnce of the eternal 
God, as did the tabernacle of T sracl. . 

No daylight penetrated the holy of holies of this tab­
ernacle. nor lamplight i1Julllincd it. But in that inner­
most sanctuary the glory of God streamed in undimmed 
splendor from the golden mercy seat, between the golden 
Cherubim. So overwhelming was this Shekinah glory 
that the wings of the Cherubim "shadowed it," so that 
the high priest might perform his official dllties on the 
Day of Atonement without being overcome. 

This "hidden" glory was manifested to some extent 
outside the tabernacle by the pillar of cloud which was 
visible during the wilderness wanderings. It was this 
sacred and supernatural glory that ev idenced the pres­
ence of Jehovah in the midst of His people. The chil­
dren of T srae! were thus assured that God, who had 
delivered H is people from Egyptian bondage, was lead­
ing them ac ross the desert to the Land of Promise. 

Tn this present dispensation, God dwells not in temples 
made with hands. Yet there is a glory for His people. 
the supernatural manifestation of His presence in our 
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hean~. The ~upcrnatural ~pcaking with other tongues as 
the Spirit gives 11ItcrallCC is a sacred evidence, as the 
Iioly Spirit cntns to make the heliever a temple of the 
In'iug God. 

Some, with caustic COl1lll1cnt and utter contempt, have 
(\t..:signated the I'entecostal :\\ovelllent as the "Tongues 
:\\ovell1cnt." Actuallv this work of God should be called 
til(' "Glory :\[o\"c!1l~nt," since the Spirit of God gives 
the utterance and the Holy Spirit is the glory of the 
Church. For the Scripture states that "with stammenng 
lips and another tongue \\'ill he speak to this people . 
yet they would not hear" ( I saiah 28: 11 ). 

Young people anxious to advance in the things of God 
11"\'e sought g reater educational advantages, have taken 
courses in elocution, or ha\'e diligently read countless 
hiographies, endea voring to find the secret of success. 
But the secret is in the Spirit, not in the man (al­
though consecrated learning and training rnay be of usc 
when one is filled with the S pirit). It is not what we 
can do Jor God, bu t what God can do throZ/gh us. The 
Spirit's working in a church makes human effort seem 
feeble in compa ri son. \Ve "wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities and po wers." And super­
tlatural conflict needs a supernatural endllcment- supe rior 
po wer, the power of God. 

Without the power of the Spirit we feci frustrated 
and tend to drive ourselves to greater activity and harder 
work, because we accomplish so little. By the powcr 
of the Spiri t, on the Day of Pentecost. Pcter was en­
abled to lead 3,000 Jews to decision for Christ. The 
!-Ioly Spirit is the author of revival and the purifying 
flame of the Spirit cleanses the work of God wherever 
it burns. Ananias and Sapphira were scorched by the 
intensi ty of that flame, and great fear came upon all 
the church in conseque nce. Conviction, conversion and 
constant cleansing all proceed together when the Spirit 
of God is at work. 

The glory of the church today is still the glory oi 
the sacred Presence in the midst. the manifestation of 
holy power, the exercise of the gifts of the Spi rit. \ Vhen 
we lose the glory of the Spirit from our midst, the 
\\'o rd "Ichaood" can he written across all our gather­
in!; ,.; , Cod is our glory fore\'er. .,,; 
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Boy Miraculously 
Healed 01 Dropsy 

.\llOI,;1' ~;IGIIT YEAII.S AGO the Lord healed our SOil Da\id. 
Ill.' had dropsy, and \\';t~ in an t'xlrCll1ch· critical cowl! 
lion; but Go{f tOuched him and there w~s a miracuiou'> 
change. 

\Vhcll David was stricken ill 19:ii. [ thought he was 
taking Illumps, for he had heell exposed and his face 
and neck had begun 10 swel1. Bllt the fluids wcnl all 
over his body ... \\though he was only ;; I.~ years of age 
he acculllulated 18 pounds of excess fluid in hi:- little 
hody. 

We took David to the best children's doctor we could 
find. The doctor rushed him to ~'cthodist j lospital 
where Ihe disease was (hagno5cd as dropsy. I'h~sicialls 
there told me he had from three to six mon ths to Ji\c. 
They iniormed 111C that medical science did 1101 kllow 
the cause of the disease and they had no cure for it. 

David was hospitalized for 10 days. Every day he 
was in the hospital I went to the chapel and prayed. 
As I knelt in the hospital chapel I remembered how th e 
Lord healed me six years hefore this. , had accepted 
Christ at Oak Cliff Assembly. where H. C. ~oah is 
p .. ,stor. I had heard Brother ~oah's radio broadcast, and 
as J was sick, and had losl all interest in life, his radio 
broadcast seemed to be a message direct from God. So 
J attended the nex t se rvice, and was "horn again." The 
nex t day the Lord filled me with I lis Spirit and healed 
me. Afte r this miracle, my entire family was saved. 

So, as I prayed for David there in the chapel, Ire· 
membered the mercy God had shown us in Ihe past. 
and look courage. Every day I prayed for David'S hea.!· 
ing. Brother Noah continued to encOl1rage our family 
to keep trusting God. 

The doctor suggested we take David 10 the Texas 
Children's lJospi tal for additional treatment. \Ve were 
told the treatment might not help him, but it would not 
harm him. At the Strong urging of the doctors, I dressed 
David and took hil1l to the Children's 110spit:ll the fol· 
lowing day. 

\ \'h ile we were waiting for our appointment, God 
spoke to my hcart. In the waiting room I hcgan to 
cry as the Lord whispered to me, "! lave I manifested 
:'I[yseif to you enough for you to believe :'Ily Word?" 

Finally I said. "Yes, Lord. I believe You arc speak· 
ing to me. T am taking Da\·id hOllle now. If You don't 
he:ll him, he is Yours." I got up from my chair and, 
without wai ting to see the docto r, walked out of the 
reception room. carrying D:I\'id in my arms. 

There were no signs of healing that day; the swelling 
was so intense the child could neithcr walk nor see. 
But, in just a matter of days, God completely drained 
e\'ery OUTlce of excess fluid from David's hody and he 
returned to his normal size. 

FEBRUARY 6 . t966 

T()(i:ly 1),1\1<1 i:- 14 :Ind in pt.·rfen hl·allh. He ha" 
Ill'\"{'r h(:"t"n Il<lCk to a doctor sinc(' that day carried 
hilO out oi Chi!dn'n· ... Ilo:-pital. I\e IS ful! oi life, He 
I(,,'(,s humlng" amI ii"lmlg and outdoor hie. \\'hen h(' 
ft·(,h, had, instcad oi <L'ikiIlK for ml'dicint' )1(' iml1le<iialelv 
a'iks for praycr 

I am happ' to .. han' thi:- Icstimoll\ with others that 
tlw~ ma~ kl~o\\ k:-'lb san's and I;('al:- toda\". :'Ilr .. 
.\Iilton I{og('r". I.:lncasltr, Tt'xa .. 

(F, lIIlorsl'd by Pastor H C. ,Voflh. ()IJ~' (,bfl .·Is· 
WHlloIl' of (;ml. nal/ll.l· Tr.nH) 

SIGHT RESTORED TO INJURED EYE 
I Ttl""" TilE LOR]) lhat lie h;\<; re:)torf'd sight to 111\ 

right eye. 
I had an accidcnt when I was about six years old ·a 

..,ccrew driver \\"as rim into the pupil of IIlV eve .. \n eve 
specialist treated the e) e, The treatment' he-Iped for' a 
few ycar:-. thell I "lowly hqplI 10 I()~e "ig:ht in the eye 
I again wellt to all eyc specialist, and he prescrihecl 
glasses. 

In the spri ng of 1965, E\'angelist Ceorge l3utrin wa .. 
holding special serv ices at the Berwick, P:l,. Assemhly of 
Cod. I was prayed for during the mceting, and I was 
\\'olldro\l~ly healed. Praise the Lord! 

I ha,'c not had trouhle with the eye since and haye 
not worn glasses. IJelen Raber. B1oomshurg, Pa. 

(Emlorsrd by Pas/or William EO't,l's, Assembly oj God. 
BrY'lI'ick. Pa.) 
Thl're is (J 1JQst diffal.'lZCi? br/weelZ 1IJ{H1'.f i.'lly (lnd God's 
,cay of drfl/i ' I(J '!!ith at! ('t11.'1I!\T. 

HEALED OF CANCER 
'Iv IIl'SIiAZ'iD !lAD CANCER jour .vears :1/.:"0 bill (;o{\ 
healed him. To(by (])(''Ccl11ber 29, 1965) he is well and 
working full til11c. \\'e are so grateful for this IlHraculou:) 
answer to prayer. 

It was in .\1:lY, 1%2. hc became scriollsly ill. Doctors 
performed exploratory surgery and removcd a tumor. 
lie was found to ha\'e canccr. Thc doctors told I1IC to 
call my husband's rclativ(:"s :IS they did not l'xpeCt him 
to live more thall three days. 

I called our church and many othcr Christian friend!> 
The saints of God started to pray and by the next 
morning my husband was much better. The doctors were 
astonished at this. \Ve knew God had answered prayer. 

In Septemher, 1963, my husband was again admitted 
to Ihe hospital as he was bleeding itltermlly. He had 
only 970 of his hlood left and the doctors illUllediatcly 
thought it \\"as cance r of Ih(' pancreas or liver. 

Our pastor, Brother Enders. with Brother Charles 
Shaklee went to the hospital and prayed for my husOand. 
A warm l illgling fceling went all through him as they 
prayed. he said. The Lord had healed him! 

Whell he left the hospital. the doctors told him he 
\\ould Ile\'er be able to work again, but, praise God, he 
has been working full time sillce October 1963. This 
truly is a miracle. All glory be to God.- ),Irs. Art 
Kundcrt, Rupcrt, Idaho. 

(E"dorsrd by Pastor Donald Endl.'rs First Assembly 
of God. RlIpert, Idaho ) 
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THE MASTER'S KINGDOM 
Sunday Schoo/ L,'SS(}1! for Frlmwry 13, \Wi) 

:-'LHTIIE\\ 13 :31·,F;, 44·52 

BY J. BASHFORD B IS HOP 

:-.1 An II E\\' 1 J CO;"-TA r xs ~E\,E~ 1',\H,\ BLE~, each of which 
giVt's us inform<llion concerning 111(' kingdom of hean'll. 
In this chapter "kingdom of heaven" means /fl(' tV/lOll' 

Icalm of profl'ssi1Zlj rcliqioll. The I'ara],lc of the Sower 
speaks of the reception of the preaching of the kingdolll. 
The Parables of the .\Justard Seed ami of the I.('«vell 
speak of the outward development of the kingdom fr011l 

the human viewpoint. The Parahles of the Treasure and 
of the Pearl emphasize the value of the kingdom from 
the divine viewpoint. The Parahks of the T:trcs and 
of the DragTlct stress the purification of the kingdom. 

THE MUSTARD SEED tV Y. 3 1, 32 ) 

Contrary to the opinion of many, Ihis parable docs not 
teach that the world eventually will he conve n ed through 
the preaching of the go:>pel. Such an idea is cOntrary 
to the pla in teaching of the \\Tord amI the course of 
hum:lI1 history. \-\'e have instead a picture of an un­
natural and abnormal growth which is contrary to the 
lIlethod and :>pirit of both the King and the true king-

WHICH INDfW 15 THE LliAS, Of ALL SEEDS: BUT 
WHEN" 15 Gr<OWN, Ir··· BffOMETH A Tr<EE 

MA"fT. 1.3: 32. 
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dUIll_ The 1Il\l~tard seed 
tree. It is only a hush. 
pointed out i;, IInnaturaL 

normally dots not 
Thus, slIch gntwth 

hecome a 
as Christ 

.\gain. a tree in the Scriptures is a symhol of great­
ness and ;unhority, and often represents men who arc 
proud, arrogant. and rebellious against (;od, such as 
:\elmclladnezzar and Pharaoh. 

Finally, the "bIrds of the air" are birds of prey­
scan!ngers, symbols of uncleanness. Thus the parable 
teaches what history has horne out- the kingdom of God 
a" represented hy great religions has experienced tre­
mendous outward growth. II has become, in many in ­
st;lnces. politically powerful; it has sought domin ion in 
world affairs, and has hecome a haven for <Ill 1ll<lllller 
of people whose lives arc inconsistent with the true spir it 
of Christ's kingdom. I.et us not he deceived by size, 
pomp and show, nor permit in our lives any spi rit of 
lofty pride and ,·aing-lo ry. 

T HE LEAV EN (v. 33 ) 

l.e;\\·('n throughout the Bible is a symhol of corrup­
tion. d isintegration, and decay. Yet some would ha\'(~ us 
believe that the leaven speaks of Christianizi ng the world. 
On the cOll trary, the parable point s out the corrupting 
influences which creep into the kingclom to contaminate 
and paralyze it spiritually. Thus the parable sounds a 
note of warning. As we endeavor to extend the king­
dom, let tiS beware of the lea\'en of false teaching 
(Gala tians 5 :8, 9), hypocrisy (Luke 13: 10-21 ), and im­
purity (I Corinthians 5 :6-8), for these influences bring 
about spiritual decay anel disintegration in God's kingdom. 
THE TRE ASURE AND THE PEA RL (vv. 44, 45 ) 

These parahles have heen interpreted in various ways. 
Some scholars see them as illustrations of the sinner 
who finds Christ as the Treasure and the Pearl , and 
pays the price involved in accepting and follow ing 1lim; 
namely, gi"ing up the worlc! and sill . a nd denying self. 
Others see Christ as the ma n in the field and as the 
merchant who, seeing the true ki ngdom and the church 
hidden in the world. gives Himself to redeem and save 
those who l!lake I1p the true Church. In my opinion, 
either of these interpretations is just ified and yields 
many beautiful and inspiring lessons. 
THE DRAGNET (VY . 46_S0 ) 

There are many \\"ho make a profession without possess­
ing Christ, and who indul ge in sin and worldliness, bu t 
the time is corning when there wi ll he a separation. In 
this pa rable the sea is the world . The preaching of the 
gospel is the c:lsting in of the net-and should not every 
Christian cast a net? The nets gather every kind of fish, 
just as Ihe preach ing of the gospel hri ngs a1\ kinds of 
people into the church. :-o. rany are truly bo rn again, while 
others like Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8:9-23) may out­
wardly appear righteous while inwardly they arc sinful 
and withOut Christ. 

Christ makes it clear that the business of the church 
is to cast the net- to reach "every creature" with the 
gospel. But what about cleaning 1If! the chu rch' \Vhat 
abou t denouncing those whom we feel are not genuine 
followers of Chri st and mem bers of the kingdom? Jesus 
sa id, " Let both I the tares and the wheat I grow to­
gether" ( :\fatthew 13 :30). III 1-1is o wn time God will 
send His angels to "sever th e wicked from among the 
just" (:\'latthew 13:49) . We shall only get in trouble 
if we attempt to take the job oul of His hands! 
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abou t denouncing those whom we feel are not genuine 
followers of Chri st and mem bers of the kingdom? Jesus 
sa id, " Let both I the tares and the wheat I grow to­
gether" ( :\fatthew 13 :30). III 1-1is o wn time God will 
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"elf-life, which I!, personified and called "the old man." 
The old man is corrupt: his deeds afC eVil: he should 
be crucified. As the flesh, he has works; he has sins: 
he has a following: he has a mind: and some have 
confidence in him. lle i" placed in contrast with and 
in opposition to the Spirit. 

All these are personal characteristics. and the probable 
reason why this sinilll n"ture is treated as a person is 
\0 show his great power. and how utterly useless it is 
for liS to try to conquer him, and to put a person against 
a person. He is older, wiser, and more powerful than 
we are. But there is a Person who is older and wiser 
and morc powerful than he. This Person is the Eternal 
Spirit. \Vc must know I lim, rely upon I lim. and cease 
our struggling with the old man. 

r n Ephesians 4 :22 we are told to "p\.lt off" (that is, 
to "put away") the old man. In \·erse 25. the same word 
is translated "putting away." Colossians 3:9 says, "Ye 
have put off the old man with his deeds." The former 
shows the need, the latter the result, of being "filled with 
the Spirit" (Ephesians 5: 18) . The thought is to put him 
out and away. Becoming filled puts him alit, while keep· 
ing filled keeps him out. He is thus crucified and de· 
stroyed, as far as the Spirit·fi lled Christian is concerned 
- not in the sense of being put out of existence, but 
he is put out of husiness (li terally, rendered idle, in­
operative, unemployed, inactive) within us; and all that 
he can do must be done frOIll the outside-as long as 
we remain Spirit-filled. He tries to return, but the Spirit 
of Jehovah within pu ts him to flight. This is not an­
nihilation, nor eradication, nor suppression; it is dis­
placemen t. or expulsion by substitu ti on. The old Illan 
is unconquerable, insuppressible, and irrepressible, except 
hy the Holy Spi rit. 

POWER FOR CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

Although the Great Commission had been given and 
the need for immediate action was pressing, yet the 
Lord commanded I-lis followers to tarry for the power, 
to wait for the bapti sm with the Spirit (see Luke 24: 
40; Acts 1:4, 5, 8). The apostles had been \vith the 
Master for three years, yet they mllst tarry for the power. 
Even Jesus, the Son of God, upon enteri ng His work, 
had to be anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power 
( Luke 3,22; 4,1. 14, 18, Acts 1038). 

In the Early Church, as soon as possible after a per­
son was saved, workers made it a point to see that he 
received the H oly Spirit (Acts 8 :1 4-17: 19:1. 2, 6). 

VARIOUS TERMS DESCRIBE THE FILLING 

No less than eight terms arc used with reference to 
the one historical event, the filling with the Holy Spi rit 
(Acts 2:1 -4) . Hence it is not fitting to dispu te over 
terms. If one wou ld call it baptism. another fi lli ng, an­
other receiving. and so on, that is all right. V.,rhat is 
meant is receiving Him in His fullness. being filled. 
giving Him full possession. The eight terms are: 

( 1) "Receive." In John 7:39, Jesus spoke of the 
Spi ri t which believers should receive after His gbrifica­
tion (resurrection and ascension). John 20:22 savs that, 
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hefore His resurrection, He inbreathed and said, '·Recri"t'j" 
yc the lloly Ghost." The act of inbreathing was perhap~ 
to show how simple it \vould he to receivc Him by faith 
when He should come. In \cls 10:37, the words "as 
well as we" show that the rece iving at Caesarea was the 
same as the filling at jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost 

(2) "Endued with." In Luke 2-1- :-1-9 the command was 
to tarry till they werc endued (R.\'., dothi'd) with 
pOwer from on high. 

(3) "Uaptized with" (or "in"), See Luke 3 16 and 
parallels. In John's haptism the candidate knew when he 
was baptized, and so did the onlookers (Acts 2 :33). 
Jesus SOlid, "Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days hence" (Acts 1 :5). Whcn the Holy Spirit 
fell on the Gentiles at Caesare:l., Peter recalled this 
promise and said that the 1I0ly Spirit fell on them "as 
011 us at the beginning'· (Acts II :15, 16). 1f the filling 
were not the Baptism. thell we have no record that the 
promise was e\'er fulfilled. The initial filling might well 
he called the Uaptism. We arc expected to keep being 
filled. 

(4) "Came upon." But yc shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come IIpon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses IInto me both ill Jerusalem, and in all 
judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth" (Acts 1 :8). 

(5) 'Tilled with ." "A nd they h'{'rc all filled H'it}" 
the HOly Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:-q. This is 
the historical record of the fulfillment of all these terms. 

(6) "Pourcd Ollt." This is Peter's explanation of Acts 
2:4. "But this is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel: and it shall comc to pass in the la:;1 days. sailh 
God. I will pour Ollt of my Spirit upon all flesh: and 
your sons and yom daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams" (Acts 2:16, 17 ). In Acts 2:33, the same 
word is used in the Greek; in Ihe Authorized Version 
it is translated "shed forth," and it is ';poured forth" 
in the Revised Version. In Acts 10, "poured out" 111 

versc 45 explains "fell on" in verse 44. 
(7) "Fell on." Peter said that the Holy Spirit fell on 

the converts in Caesarea "as Ol~ us at the beginning" 
(that is, at Pentecost). (See Acts 10:44; 11: 15.) 

(8) "Gi\'en." Peter. rehearsing the Caesarean event in 
Ihe Council at jerusalem, said thaI "God gave them the 
like gift as he did lin to liS" (at Pentecost). (See Acts 
II ,17.) 

RESULTS OF THE SPIRIT-FILLED LIFE 

Some results of the Spirit-filled life include victory 
over temptation; a message of such power as to bring 
conviction and salvation to 3,000 souls; the ability to 
del iver a bold message before the hostile Sanhedrin. The 
Spirit-filled li fe caused the Christians to speak the Word 
of God with boldness in the face of extreme persecution 
and danger. It gave power to die triumphantly-even by 
martyrdom, as did Stephen. Saul was saved that he 
might be filled with the Holy Spirit as a preparation 
for service. It gave power to discern evil and courage 
to expose sin. 

Oh, friend, if you do not have this blessed experi­
ence, we invite you to seek God and "Be filled with 
the Spirit," for it is God's command that everyone of 
His children be filled with the Spirit. ..,.,c 
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RECEKTLY A GAMBLER WHO WAS PLANNING a trip asked 
the airlines clerk. "What are the odds of someone hav­
ing a bomb on that plane?" 

The clerk replied smoothly, "Statistics tell us that 
only one passenger in 900,000 would bring a bomb on 
board ." 

"That's not good enough," the man said. " I don't 
want to fly unless the odds arc better than that." 

The clerk smiled and then mused. "'Well, you could 
take a bomb on boa rd yourself. That would take care 
of the one in 900,000. T he statistics tell us there would 
!lot be more than one chance in ten million that two 
of you would be on board with a bomb." 

The clerk 's husi ness was to reassu re the would-be 
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passenger as to his safety. And it is the devil's business 
to assure all people everywhere that they are safe from 
death-at least that the odds are against their dyi ng 
"ery soon. Death is not a pleasant subject, but the 
healthy mind will think on it at least long enough to 
iJrepare for it. The Bible says, "There is ... a time to 
die." Yet death almost always comes unexpectedly, es ­
pecially for those who have not prepared for it. 

Have you prepared for the inevitable event? A sky 
diver plummeted through the air with perfect confidence 
that his parachute would open when he pulled the rip 
cord. But before the horrified eyes of the many friends 
who were watching the stunt, he fell to his death because 

hb parachute would not open. That was a fearful death, 
],t\l it is an even more "fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God," unprepared . 

Of course, you are probably not a sky diver. Neither 
am I, but I drive a car. Recently while in Engla nd to 
conduct meetings l drove cautiously into an intersec­
tion called by the local newspaper "one of Barnsley's 
accident hlack spots." Suddenly j was hit broadside by 
a speeding car. The world twisted and whirled in front 
of me like a drunkard's delirium. r was so cert ain death 
was upon me that I had no thoughts of survival. f 
thought only of meeting God. It pays to be ready to 

meet Him. 
"My little van was catapulted into the .ur, somer­

saulted several times, crashed over a wall and landed 
upside down. I was squashed inside. A crowd quickly 
gathered. Five or six men lifted the car off me and 
pulled me out the side where a door had been ripped 
off. The spectators we re amazed that I was alive, and 
dumbfounded when they saw that J did not appear to 
be hurt. 

Newspaper reporters at the scene cOllld lIot bel ieve 
I was not injured. One of them saw a jagged tear on 
the baek of my trOusers and reported that I had ';baek 
injuries." I was superiicially bruised, but X rays re· 
vealed no injuries whateyer! Thank God. 

The people called me "the luck iest man alive." One 
newspaper headl ined the story, ":"I l irac1e-;\Jan Escapes." 

litH the fact that I am ahve is not a matter of luck. 
Just as the Lord spa red Paul from shipwrecks and 
other disasters so that his ministry could continue, so 
1 believe H e spared me so that I could tell you, my 
friend , of His desire to save you. 

The Bible warns that if a ma n who knows God is 
harely sa,'ed, "where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear ?" Jesus said that Satan comes to men and women 

.- -
Suddenly my little van was hit b.aadside by II speeding ca •. 
I was certain death was upan me. 

to steal. and to kil l. and to destroy. "But I am come," 
He added, "that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundant!y." The Bi ble teaches that 
it is God "who rcdeemeth thy life from destruction." 
Also, that "the Son of God was manifested that he 
might destroy the works of the devil." Have you asked 
Him to do that for you personally? He wil l. if you 
will trust Him now while you have the oppo rtunity . 
But, "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great sal­
vation ?" 

T hope you will call on Christ right now. He is the 
sol ution to your sin problem. And He is the atlly an­
Swer to death. 
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