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NOT IY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER , BUT BY MY SPIRIT, SAITH THE LORD 
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The Bible itself is our textbook .... 

YOUNG CHURCH SHOWS 
AMAZING GROWTH 

A photographi! interview with R. M. Riggs. General Superintendent of the Assemblies of God. 

reveals some reasons why this !omparatively young denomination is growing so rapidly. 

QUESTION: I [ow large is the Assemblies of God? 
ANSWER: \\"c have 7,771 churches in the U. S., at last 
COllnt, with a total of approximately 419,(X)Q adult melll­
bers. 
QUESTION: Would you say it is one of the larger 
churches in our country? 
ANSWER: No, not in terms of actual adult member­
.\o hip; others arc much larger. But I believe that in 
term s of total churches, the 1956 Yearbook of American 
Churches lists only ~C\'cn Protestant denominations that 
have morc local congregations. However, Ollr Assem­
blies o f God churches arc smaller than some. \\'hile we 
have some churches that are vcry large, we have a great 
many that arc small. 
QUESTION: Is there a reason why they are small? 
ANSWER: Yes, in most cases it is because they are new. 
You see, our denomination is comparati\'ely young. 
Compared to the larg-e denominations, it's just an infant. 
It wasn't organized until 1914, and yet there arc only a 
few towns of any size without an Assemblies of God 
church in them. Some consider that the rapid growth of 
our church is phenomenal. \\'e are humbly grateful to 
God for IIis blessing. 
QUESTION: Is it still growing? 
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ANSWER : Well, we s tarted 477 new churches last year, 
one each day of the week and three on Sunday. 
QUESTION: Do you think it will continue to grow? 
ANSWER : r do. Our church puts a ve ry grea t empha~ 
sis on Sunday School work. Considering the fact that 
the boys and girls in our Sunday Schools today will be 
the adult church members tomorrow, and that we now 
have over 8OS,(X)() persons enrolled in our Sunday 
Schools, the future is very bright. 
QUESTION: How does this compare with other denom­
inat ions? 
ANSWER: Ou r church stands tenth among all Protes­
tant denominations in the U. S., as far as Sunday School 
enrollment is concerned. I think our church has been 
promoting Sunday Schools more vigorously than most 
denominations and the promotion has borne fruit. 

QUESTION: Would you say that hard work is the 
main reason for the growth of your Sunday Schools? 
ANSWER: No, not the main reason. There are various 
reasons. It is true that our ministers and local Sunday 
School leaders have worked hard. They realize the im­
portance of Sunday School and they really work at it. 
It is also true that the nat iona l headquarte rs of our 



church I~ providmg the tool ... for budding- hettt'r Sunday 
Schoob, But the mam rea..,on for our gruwth i ... till' 
... pintual dynamIc that God ha ... put in tht' liv(''i (If (lur 
pt'opl(', That dynamic power from ht'a'cll make ... tht'lil 
z<.:aious \\'orker_~ and It g"t't .. rt:~ult ... , 11'-" a repUIII"ll oi 
)'[ark 16 :20, I think. Our pcople havc gone Ollt and 
worked, preaching and teachmg, and the Lord ha~ 

worked with us, confirming His promises "\\'ith ... igm. 
following." God always works with people who \nl! 
\\ork with Ilim. 
QUESTION: \Yhat do you meall by tools for building' 
be tter Sunday Schools? 

ANSWER: \\"ell. I mean an c\'angclical curricululll, for 
one thing, We teach the whole BIble. The Bihle lbClf 

is our textbook. \\'e helieve every part of it and we ha\'(' 
a Sunday School course that includes e'-cry part of It. 
Thal's a wonderfu l t ool. ,\n<1 g'ood Sunday School litera­
tu re is another good t ool that we have. The Lord has 
gi"cn us a minion-dollar pr inting plant for producing 
a complete line of Sunda,- School literature which, ill 
our opinion. i ... second to none, \\'c have a pro~ram of 
teacher training. too. That':i a valuahle tool. If puhllc 
... chool teachers nced to be trained. wc thmk Sunday 
School tcachers nccd training. Then wc aho han> a 
n:lt iona l standard of excellence to \\hich al1 of our Sun­
day Srhools a:,pi re ... \11 of these thing'S makc fo r hettf.:r, 
more Hihli<.:al. mo rc aggrt'ssi\e Sunday Schools. 

Bu t I would like to repcat what I said a moment ago­
tha t Ihe main reason win- Ollr l'l lll rches and Sunday 
Schools a re growing is that God's wonderf ul powcr is i;l 
the li\·c:; of our people. The\" have learned by c:'1)crience 
that .le..,\I:; is real-that the Blblc i:-. true-lhat God ... ti11 
an ... \\,crs praycr. 

QUESTION: Would you :iay. then. that your cilurrh 
bel ie\' es in t he old-ti me relig ion ? 

ANSWER: Very defin ite ly , W e be lie ve in hear t -fel l 
rel ig ion, th e kin d that makes yOll sholl ti ng happy. We 
prea ch repenta nc c and the ki nd of conversion that 
changes a man 's life. W e certainly believe in th e old­
time religion-not me re ly t he k ind our pa ren t s and 
grandparents cnjoye-i, bu t the kind t hc), had ninctecn 
centu r ics ago. You migh t ca ll it "h isto r ic Chris t ianity." 

God hos g iven us 0 million-dollor printing p!ont . 

QUESTION: \\"hat do you mean lly "hi ... tQrll' Chn ... tian-

ANSWER: I III('an the kllld oi ChI hlJ:llllt\" the X(.'\\ 
i'(' ... tall t:nt dllln h hdlt:ved. The kintl the apo:-.tie.; oi 
lhrr't pn:adll'd, \\'t'lw!Jcn' and IITt'adl Ih(' :-.<llI1e go_~peJ 
that I~ descrtbeci in the Book of ,\Ch. the :"<ame do<.:trme 
that is set forth 111 the Xew Te~talllenl Epl:-lk .... \\'e an' 
a fl1lldamt'lltah,t dllLrdl, ,In t'vOIug'tIHal dlllnh .• 111 ('\an­

gcli"tic church. \\'e beline III sah ation by the preciotl'l 
blood oi the Lord Je~us Chri:.t. \\ e uelu.:H III separation 
irom all worldliness and sin. 

QUESTION : Would faith in "hhtori<.: Chri:-.tianny" Ill­

eludc iaith in miraclc ... ) 

ANSW ER: Yes. it certainly would. \Ye believe in till' 
pit-nary ilhpiration oi the Scripture" -that· ... a Illlracle. 
\\'e be1tev~ 11\ tht' virgin birth of Chri ... t that· ... :ll1otlll'r 
ll11rat'k \\-t· hl'ilc\'t' III Chriq':; \'icariou ... :-ufil'Ting'. and 
Iii.., phy"i,,:!1 re:-.urrtTtIOll. and I II'" actual a ... ct'nsil>l1 into 
Iwa\ell. Tho:-.t· art' miradl' .... \\'e Iwllt'\'c in all the l'ardi­
nal doctrines of Christianity as htld hy the t'arly (11ri ... -
tian churdl. mdudmg" the Xl'w Birth. Tht'rt' is IlO 

greater miracle than the Xt'w Birth. hy "'hldl :I I'l'r:-.oll 
i ... horn into God':. Kingdom, 

QUESTION: Ilow al)\)lll heallllg- I1Ijr;\dl'~ -do yOll he­
Itt·,·c ill thcm? 

ANS WER : \\(, ~Illn'rely hehl'\-t' that God illb\\crS pra) 
('l" and lKrfO!"lIlS miracle ... in hUlllan h(){ht'''' today. JII~t 
a ... Ill' did in Billlt' d;i\-~. JI''''\lS ~aic\, ,. \ccording' tn your 
faith he- it unto YOII" If \\ e do not :-l·t' ll11radt· ... , It i~ 

lwC;tIl'"(' we lack f:llth. If -'e ... us dne ... nllt Iwal. It i ... he­
rau..,c ]ll'(>p1c d,> nol (· ...... lwet Ilim to do ... 0. 1\l1t Ilc ha ... 
healed thuu,,;\nc\ ... of pt:nple in uur chureht·s. Sirk peoplc 
are being heal('d ('\"l'ry \\e-ek h('cau"'e Je"u", Chri"t h 

"Ih(' ... ame Yl, ... ttnby, ;\nd today. and forever" 

QUESTION : Do you teach it's "ron g to go to lIoctors 
ior Illedical hclp? 

ANSWER : Xo, t he members of o llr churches decHic fo r 
tilclllseh'c", \\hethcr they wi ll go to doclurs or not. 
Doctor:-. ('an be a great hle:-.sing to sick pcople. 13tH the 
Bihle doe ... n·t ... <lY, "Go to a doctor when you're sick." 
The Bible telb lh to tahc all our needs to the Lord in 
prayer. The Bible ~ay!<: " Is any si(k among you? Let 

Wha t Christendom needs most is more of the Ho!V Ghost. 

3 



We storted 477 new churches lost year 

him tall for the e1d('r~ of the church; and )(;t them pray 
(jvcr him, anointing- hml with oil ill the namc of the 
I.ord ancl th(' prayt'r of faith !.hall save the sick, and 
the Lord shall rai ... C' hllll up." That's in the Epistle of 
JanH.'s, thaptn fnT, \"(:rscs fourteen and fifteen. It' s 
God's pre~Crtptloli for sick Chri!)tiaI15. A lot of mini.,ters 
ne\'er pray for the ... id,; but more and more dcnomina· 
tions arc teaching this Bible truth to their people, and 
(;0(\ IS healing' their TlH'mbt'fs ill answer to prayer. 
QUESTION: What do you think of the international 
situation? 
ANSWE R : fl is C\'idcnt that the world has reached 
a great cri . .,i.'>. Wc hcli('\'c tilt, human race has reached 
the end of the p .. estnt ag-e and is pa~sing into a new era 
whic h will hring' great tri\)ulatioll to the nOIl~Christians 
but great I riumph to the Christians. Our hope is not 
in th e United l\'ations, nor in any nation. \Ve arc loyal 
Amer icans, \Ve mean to suppor t 0111' country and its 
g'oH'rnmellt, its constitution, and its flag against every 
adversary. Hut our strOllg('st hope is placed in Christ 
and Ili~ personal return to this earth again. The Bible 
says lie will COIllC back, and it contains many prophecie~ 
concerning the e\('lIls that will lead up to His Second 
Coming. These prophecies have been fulfiJied, and there­
fore we hclit'\'e Ilc will return to earth very soon. This 
is lhe hop<' that hrings light into the darkest situation. 
It is the mes'iage people need to hear in these days 
when hum;)n hearts arc tormented with fear. 
QUESTION : \\'hat wil[ happen to the inhabitants of 
the earth when Christ returns? 

ANSWER: The Bible teaches that Christ will make war 
again!'t Ilis enellLies and sllbdue them by force. Then 
lIe will rule ovcr the nations with an iron hanel. and 
there will be world peace for a thousand years. That will 
he thc g'oldell agc that 1lH.:'1I havt' always dreamed about. 
Utlt before Christ rl'lurns publicly in the role of a Con-

(IUI'rllr, Ill' i .. ~Olllg' 10 rctuI'll "eeretly in the role of a 
Ih\(lq~r(t(j1ll to take away l1i5 Uride. \Ve can all be 
IlICIllI/cr .. of !li~ Bride if \\e arc sa\'cd, cleansed from all 
"'111, IfI\ing' 111m and serving Jllm when ~Ie comes, 
QUESTION: Do you thlllk this doctrine is helping yOllr 
dlUrtil to grow .,0 rapidly? 
ANSWER: Y(''', it gives people a hope, an expectatlOll. 
Th('r(' i:o. nuthing that will cheer the hearts of Christians 
in trouhled tlllles hke the hope of the Second Coming. 
QUESTION: h there any other doctrine you would par~ 
tlcularly Itke 10 mention? 

ANSWER: I'd like to mention the Baptism of the Holy 
SPIrit, fur that is the doctrine that makes our church 
dtffl'TeTlt from most churches, The Lord has been very 
killd to LIS. J1e has baptized liS with the Holy Ghost, 
just as lie did the men and ',\'omen in that upper room 
at .Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost, He has caused us 
to "spt'ak with other tongues, as the I loly Ghost ga\'c 
lItlcrance," \\'e have 110 controversy with those who do 
not helieve in this doctrine. We will not argue with them 
as to whether "sj)eaking in tongues" is the evidence of 
the Bapti:-'1I1 of the Holy Spirit. liut we arc cOllvinced 
that it is, both from our study of the Scriptures and 
from personal participation in the experience. We be­
lien: .. as do millions of godly people, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in our day, is restoring the full apostolic gifts of 
the early church age. In the particular stress and strain 
of the present distress, as we approach the time of the 
world's greatest trihulation, God has pro\'ided the proper 
counterbalance, and counteraction, and recompense for 
us in this glorious Baptism of the Holy Spirit. What 
Chri!o;tendolll needs most in these crisis days is more of 
the Holy Ghost. \Ve ministers and members of tht: 
Assemblies of God are seeking to honor the Holy Ghost. 
We know something of His power, His anointing, and 
His gifts, and our church has grown according to the 
measure in which the 1 fo!y Ghost has had His way in 
our li ves. We give Him all the praise. 

QUESTION : Then you would say that your church is 
different from most churches? 

ANSWER : Yes, our meetings are very li vely, The 
people join in the singing, the praying, and other parts of 
the meeting with all their hearts. Our worship is in~ 

formal. When we go to'c!lUrch we expect things to hap~ 
pen. We expect people to get saved, or healed, or fi ll ed 
with the Spirit. There is an air of expectancy in ou r 
meetings, and there is a note of reality. We believe in 
the supernatural. \Ve welcome the manifestation of 
God's presence in our churches. I think that's what 
makes our meetings different. 

QUESTION: Are visitors welcome? 

ANSWER : Yes, indeed. The public is invited to all of 
our meetings. Visitors will find a warm welcome and a 
friendly atmosphere at any church of the Assemblies of 
God. 

THE PENTECOSTAL EVANCE L, Number 22 11 , September 2J. 1956, Published weekly by the Gospel Publishing House, 434 
West Pacific Street, Springfield I, ~[iS50uri. Entered as second-class matter June 25, 1918, at the Post Office in Springfield, Mo .. 
under the Act of ~ I arch 3, 18i9. Accepted for mailing at spedal rate pro\'ided in Sec, IIOJ of Oct. J, 1917, authorized July 3, 19\8. 
Printed in the C.S,A. Subscription rate $2.50 a year in U.S.A., $3.00 in Canada, ~.25 in other lands. 
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No mote need of crutches! 

I A~I A REGISTERED NURSE. IN 1949 
I went to India under appointment by 
the Foreign l\lissions Department of 
the General COttllcil of the Assemblies 
of God. A fte r serving as a missionary 
in india for five years I was stricken 
with ;\ lult iple Sclerosis and was re­
turned to the United States. 

Medical science has not yet found 
any cure for this disease. but God is 
omnipotent and He still heals tor.ny. 
1Iow do I know? He healed me! 

The trouble began in ?\larch of 1954. 
\\' hile in Lal1dollT, U. P., India, I 
started having headaches . I was hos­
pitalized for about ten days, but the 
headaches did not stop. I went back 
to work, however, and aside from the 
almost constant headache I felt fairly 
well. 

In May I noticed that the headache 
was much morc sevcre than at any time 
previollsly. A lso I noticed that I stag­
gered slightly when I walked. I was 
again hospitalized and during the nex t 
few weeks the staggering gait grew 
markedly more severe. I could not 
even stand st ill, to say nothing of walk­
ing straight. 

Af ter a few weeks I improved so that 
I did not stagger except when I became 
t ired. But the headache remained al-

"The Lord Heuled Me" 
A Pe rsona l Testimony by Morion Neff, R.N. 

most constantly. 1 noticed the staggering 
was worse at night. 1 returned to work 
and by being very carefu l not to become 
overly tired I was able to remain active 
for another four months. 

Then, in :-':ovcmber of 1954, the 
staggering re-appeared and was present 
any time J tried to walk, day or night. 

CpOIl the doctor's recommendation T 
came b..1.ek to the united States. 

Immediately lIpon Illy arrival in 
Springfield, Missouri. in February 1955 
I consulted a neurologist. The results of 
his examinations and tests. physical and 
laboratory, proved to his satisfaction that 
I was afflicted with ':\Iultiple Sclerosis. 

The staggering was scvere and Illy 
ability to judge distance was badly im­
paired. My vision was also affected. 

The doctor suggested that I try walk­
ing with a cane, then with two canes, 
btlt the cancs did not help. After this 
he sugge1>tcd uSlIlg crutches. Thc 
crutches helped, and with the crutches r 
could walk straight. But 1 was growing 
progressively weaker. 

These months were a great trial to 
my faith. I was praying for healing. 
1Iany folk wcre praying for me aiso, 
and I was sure that God would heal 
me-but I wondered how much longer 
I would have to wait! 

I attended summer school at Central 
Bible Institute and my condition con­
tinued to grow worse. I staggered 
when I got tired, even with the crutches. 
~Iore and more often the headache 
seemed almost unbearable. But God 
knows how much we can stand and I fe 
never forgets us. 

T he biennial general council of the 
Assemblies of God was to convene at 
Oklahoma City just before the start 
of the fall semester of school, and 1 
decided to attend. I am glad I did for 
it was the re that the Lord healed me. 

lt happened on September 5, 1955. 
After the sermon had been preached 
that night, the genera l presbyters prayed 

for all the :-.ick folk who were present 
and \\·ho wanted to be healed. They 
anointed each sick person with oil 
according to the instruction.:; in the 
Bible (see Jame:-. 5: 14), then laid their 
hands upon them and prayed that God 
would heal them, 

When they prayed for me I did not 
notice an)' immcdiate change. "'ithin 
an hour, however, I found that 1 could 
walk ~(raight without thc crutches, and 
IllV headache vanished. YOll can ima­
gine my joy! 

The next day I could still walk 
straight, and the headache was st ill 
gone, Also, my vision cleared up and I 
had nO difficulty judging diMance. Oh, 
how thankful [ was for the kindness of 
the Lord to me. 

Ahout two w('Ck~ after Ill)' healing 1 
went to .sec the neurOlogist who had 
examincd me. He wa.s amazed at my 
rcco\'cry. I am now doing full-time 
nursing and am so glad I can help the 
patients in!>tead of heing one of them! 

Over ele\"en months have passed since 
God healed mc and I am ill excellent 
health. There has heen no recurrence of 
the disease whatever. I gi\'e all the 
credit for my recovery to the miracle­
working power of Ilim who answers 
believing prayer. 

listen to 

c. M. 
WARD 

1I",,_f-.!~_"""'" ............. "-t ... 711 ~. " 
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wo rds which a t once t'xcite hope i1l 
Ihe human heart, word" which we a!1 
\\ckome, bcr;'l.IISC e\'en though we may 
not personally suffe r from cancer'" 
dread ma lign:lllcy, we afC all acquaint-
1.:<1 with those who do. 

It is difficult to exaggerate the men­
ace of cancer. The death toll left in 
Ihe wake of this cli"'(',be i~ tremendous, 
Only htart disea"e b rt'~I)()miLlc for 
more dtalh.., in the L·nite" State ..... Bill 
even death is not cancer's mo"t hor­
rible aspect: the disw1I1fon, the suffe r­
ing', the excruciating agonies endured 
by its victims arc almost beyond de­
scription. 

One factor whirh makes cnncer dif­
ficu lt to cure is that so often the malig­
nant grow th is disco\'ered too late for 
treatment. Cancer mar be acti\'e in the 
hody long hefore it is n'cognizcd. An 
acquaintancc of the author did not 
know shc had cancc r until onc wcek to 
th c day before it took he r lifc. i\eilher 
did her physician realize it. lIe had 
becn treating- her for a nervous stOIll-
ach. 

I n this re spect, a ray of hope on the 
cancer-cure ho ri zon was sighted S0111e 
months ago when a device ca lled the 
cy /o-al/al)'::l'r, an electronic cance r de­
tector, was ilH'en ted. ~Iany specialists 
expect thi s implement to bring science 
a step close r to con(jller ing cance r. 
Since many kinds of cancer a rc curable 
when recognized early, this invention 
dOllbtless will pro\'e a bless ing. 

Ilowe ver, the knowledge that a per­
son has cancer can be marc torturi ng 
than ignorance of hi s condition if there 
is no treatment available to arrest the 
disease, Thus medical men a rc working 
hard to discover new and better cures. 
L1.te in 1955 many newspapers head ­
lined a story of one of the most recent 
de\,elopments in cancer research with 
the words, " Breakthrough on Cancer 
Front l\lay Be Coming SoO"n." The ar­
ticle feinted to resea rch with an anti­
cancer chemical called "Tem" used in 
conjunction with increased body tem­
perature. This treatment remains in 
the experimental stage, but the progress 
is "ery encouraging. T em may soon be 
curing cancer on a large scale. 

But cancer will not wait for an ab­
solute antidote. Thus many victims arc 
resorting to available cures, l\Jany 
claim benefits derived from the Hoxey 
treatment. Others undergo X-ray and 
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by Raymond L. Cox 

radium treatment.<,. Still others submit 
to surgery, but ill mally cases that 
pro,·es to be simply a race between Fa­
the r Timc's scythe and the surgeon·s 
knife. 

Hut the re i ~ aHother cure for cancer 
a\'a il;'lble. It is called !)i7'iJlc l/ea/illg. 
This is adm inistered hy the Grea t Phy­
sician. 

God call heal cancer r He has decla red, 
;, Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all 
f1e~h: is there an),thing too hard for 
me?" ( Jeremiah 32:27). " I am the 
Lord, 1 change not" (Malachi 3 :6). 
K a cancer is too hard a case for our 
Ileavcnl)' Father. God call heal cance r! 

l\[oreover, God will. His promises of 
healing for the body do not exclude 
cancer. In Exodus 15 :26 He proclaims, 
H] am the Lord that healeth th ee." That 
scripture does not add, "of e,·erything 
but cancer," fn First Peter 2:24 we 
read, " By [his] stripes ye were healed" 
-and this statemcnt is not qualified by 
the stipulation, "of everything but can­
cer." Indeed God ';healeth all thy dis­
eases" (Psalm 103 :3). God will heal 
cancer. 

But, best of all, God does heal can­
cer. The author remembers an old saint 
of God who car ried in a bottle of al­
cohol the cancer God removed from 
his lip in answer to prayer. \"Then he 
testified of hi s heal ing he said nothing; 
he merely displayed the bottle. It was 
an effective testimony, although it made 
many cringe. No one could tell that 
brother that God did not heal cancer! 

And there are thousands of other Chris­
tians who have had delivcrance from 
lhi~ f01\1 disease. G od ~"ill hcal calleer. 

The cure for cancer is included in 
the redemption of the body. "Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a cu rse for us: 
for it is written, Cursed is every Ol1e 
that hangeth on a tree" (Galatians 
3: 13). 

Cance r is involved in that curse! 
Deuteronomy 28 says so! Twelve specif­
ic sicknesses and diseases arc there 
enumerated, and verse 61 adds: " .. . also 
I'i:'ery sie~'lIcss, and every plaguc, which 
is not written in the book of th is law." 
That takes in cancer! 

l'\ow if cancer is in the curse its cure 
is in the redemption, for "Chri st hath 
redeemed us from the curse" (Galatians 
3: 13). His atonement makes available 
a complete del iverance. Divine healing 
constitutes a powerful remedy for can­
ce r. 

But there is also anothe r kind of can­
cer that is co,·cred by ollr Lord's re­
demption from the cu rse; namely, the 
noxious growth of sill. It is fully as 
dangerous and as deadly as physical 
cancer. 

Christians rej oice whenever medical 
science makes progress in the fight 
against any disease. V.,r e are thankful 
for every person whose health is re­
stored in one way or another. But de­
liverance from the spiritual cancer of 
si n furni shes a greater reason to re-
JOice. 

Spiritual cancer is more widespread 
than physical cancer, for all men are 
afflicted until they arc cured. Here is 
the divine diagnosis : "A ll have sinned." 
" ... The whole head is sick, and the 
whole heart faint. From the sale of 
the foot e\·en unto the head there is 
no soundness in it; but wounds, and 
bruises, and putrifying sores: they have 
not been closed, neither bound up, neith­
er mollified with ointment" (Isaiah 1: 
5, 6) . 

Tn the foregoing pas&"lge the prophet 
was not talking about patients in a pest­
housc. He did not refer to victims of a 
contagious disease, or the inmates of 
some hospital or clinic. His subject is 
not physical disease at all, but rather 
the spiritual sickness of sin. The cancer 
of sin is widespread, universal. 

Sin, like cancer, may have a micro­
scopic beginning, but its tentacles will 
reach out and invade every part of the 
soul. This is infinitely more serious than 
sickness of the body. If you die of 



"I Shall Return! " 
Christ will keep His promise-Gnd the signs of the 

times indicate His second coming will be very soon. 

I N Till': DARK DAYS OF 19-1-2, AS TilE 

Japanese forces tightened their grip 
011 the Philippine Island-;, General 
Douglas MacArthur had to leave; hut 
before he departed he gave his Filipino 
friends a promise. He said, ;'J shall 
return." And he kept his word. After 
directing the victorious sweep of the 
American forces as they fought b.'1ck 
across the Paci fie, he returned in per­
SOtl. It was a dramat ic moment when 
the General waded ashore at :'.Ianila and 
announced, "1 ha\'e returned," 

One of the most precious statements 
in the entire Bible is the promise Chri!>1 
made to His disciples: " I will come 
again." We arc st ill waiting for Ilis 
return, but the "signs of the times" 
lead us to believe His second coming 
will be ,'ery soon. Let us notice four 
points concerning this great event: 

I. Til E PROMISE OF HI S R ETURN 

Whel1 J esus was ascendi ng back to 
heaven, the apostles watched him go 
up; and as He disappeared from their 
sight they heard the angels say: "Ye 
men of Galilee. why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? This same Jesus, 
which is taken tip from YOll into heav­
en , shall so come in like manne r as ye 

(Continued from preceding poge) 

physical cancer you still may go to 
heaven, and yOll won't have cancer 
there ! But if you die with sin diseas­
ing your soul you will be lost foreve r . 
Far better to suffer here and ha ve heav­
en hereafter than to have health here 
and hell hereafter. 

Doctors on earth often have diffi culty 
in diagnosing cance r. But the Great 
Physician of body and soul knows its 
existence in e\"ery case . God sees at all 
times the sin which ravages the human 
soul. But before spiritual cancer can 
be cu red it must be recogn ized by its 
victim. Therefore, as science has its 
eyto-analyzer, so also God has His sin­
detecter, the Holy Spirit. "He will re-

ha\'c !'een him go into heaven" (Acts 
I : 11) This rcminded the apo~tle~ of 
Ilis promi!'e to "come again." It a~­
sured them that J Ie would return ill 
a cloud, just as He had asc(,llded in a 
cloud, and that lIe would COIllC in a 
bodily form-"this same Jc~u~." 

2. Tm: r.HTERX OF HIS RETVRX 

The Xcw Testament is full of ref­
erences to the second coming of Christ. 
It teaches that He wi\l come secretly 
and take away all the born-again Chris­
tians who are ready to go into heaven 
with llim; and that SOOn afterward 
l ie will make a great public appear­
ance when "('vcry cyc shall sec Him." 
The pattern of ] I is second coming i:; 
given vcry clearly in I Thes~alonians 
4 :16-18, The Chri .. tiam; (not the 
~inners) will meet Him "in the air," 
before ] lis feet ever touch Ihe earth. 

3. TilE PO\\"I~R OF II IS RETUR:\, 

Our Lord's coming will produce a 
twofold effec t. It will mean rapture or 
re~urrection for the rigohteous. Sorro\\'. 
crying, pain. disfigurement, and death 
shall be knowll 110 more by them. But it 
will mean terror for all who do not 
love 11 im. The Dible says that Christ 
is gomg to make war against His 

prove the world of sin" (John 16:8). 
Once a victim of sin has accepted the 

divine diagnosis he must submit to the 
cure--an infallible cure. "The hlood of 
Jesus Chri st his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin." Ne\'er has thi s remedy been ap­
plied wit hou l effecting a complete cure! 

Yes, coJ/eer call be (fIred, both phy­
sical and spiritual diseases. If your body 
is afflicted with cancer or all)' other 
diso rder, God will heal you if you will 
bel ievc. Time after time Jesus add rcssed 

-the sick, uAccording to your faith be it 
done un to you" (~latthe\\' 9 :29). "Thy 
faith hath made thee whole" (Matthew 
9,22). 

God is still in the healing business. 
You cOl~ be healed if you believe. You 
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encmies and become ruler o\·er 311 the 
world. 

.f. PIITI',\!l:I:-;C FOR IllS I~ETl'R:\, 

JCSlb ~aid, "Be ye therefore ready 
al"o: for the Son of Illall cometh at an 
hour when)'e thillk not" (Luke 12:40). 
There will be no advance warning to 
g'iv<' anyone time to get ready. Those 
who afC wise will g'et reach, no\\', 
without delay, by turning: a\\':\y frOIll :\11 
~jn in heart-felt repentance and by trmt­
iug: in Chri::.t as their per.;,onai Saviour. 
The Bible says. "Whosoevcr ~hall call 
upon the name of the Lord shaH be 
~;l\'ed" (Romans 10:13). Call upon 
l1im thi~ \'cry hour. Thcre is power in 
the precious hlood that Jesus shed on 
thc Cro!'s to clean~e yOtlr heart from all 
!'in. A ... k God to gh'e you a clean heart 
and a new life, so that you can rise to 
mcet Christ when l ie come:'; and 110t 
be left upon the earth to suffer with the 
ungOdly. 

con bel ieve if you ~,'il/! 1£ you 1('0'I't 

believe-then by all means seek relief 
through the best earthly remedies. For 
most victims of physical cance r can be 
helped . 

But suppose your cancer is spiritual! 
It is, yOll know, until you have recog­
nized your condition through the X m y 
of H oly Ghost comiction. If sin dis­
eases your soul, havc it remO\'ed by the 
cleansing power of the blood of Christ. 
Otherwise. the results arc su re to be 
fatal. "The wages of sill is death" (Rom­
ans 6 :23). But those who are delivered 
from sin through the sav ing power of 
Jeslls Christ will enjoy r lr-rnat li fe in 
a land where there is no more sickness, . . 
pam, or sm. 
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TfIIS PRESENT WORLD 
NEWS AND NOTES ON OUR TIMES 

n,e /ligh Cost of Crill/e 
FBI Di rector J Edgar Jioov('r re!,ort;; [hat cnme 

the U. S. $]·IJX) for ('Vcry dollar ,l.('iV('T1 to churche!'>. 
l'O~t of crimI.' is all11o .. t 520 billion annually. 

/la811 " lIIissed Ollce ill 8J Years 

co~ts 

The 

Jennie Clllht'rtson "owers, I'hiladelphia, \\ho S('('I11S to 
lx' the Wl(h",pulrci champion for an unhroken record of Slln~ 
day School att{,TIfianc(', has compit:lcd her 81st year of perfect 
altt'T1c1ancc. Yc!-., 81 years without llli .. ~ing a Sllnda\', She 
i!' a Prc .. byterian and is 85 years old. 

Beverage A lcohol Is a Killer 
A slate polin' .. tudy of Uelawan,"s traHic accidents re· 

v('aicd that IIltoxic:ltion played SOIl1(, pan in 63 pcr CCllt of 
the fata l <l('cid(,nts which occurred in the .,1:'ltC last year. 
~lIl1ilar report ... COlllC from all parts of the U.S. Il ow long 
is America going 10 tolerate this highway menace? 

1\'0 Lllng Ca ncer Among Ycmeflile Jews 
For the p.1 .., t fifteen years there has not been a single case 

of lung cance r repo rted among Yemenite J ews. Dr. Kalman 
J . ~lanl1, din.,(·tor of the l1adassah r.ledical Organ izat ion 
ill Israel, macle this disclosure a t a meeting in New York. 
li e lI tated that Yl'lllenite Jews do not smoke cigarettes, 
and that his medical organ ization has started a large-scale 
invcst igation among these Jew,> "to study their diet (and) 
bying condi tions in an effort to discover the canse of this 
phenomenon. " 

Soviets Appraise Jlfissio ll (IIY Societies 
The new officia l Soviet Lexicon explains a missionary so­

ciety as "one of the forllls of religious and political activity 
which has heen developed by church organi zat ions. 
The Chrill tian mislI ionary soc iety is a tool for aggression 
and the repression of the colored races. 

"In our day," the officia l explanation continues, "mission­
aries are sec ret agents and saboteurs in tbe service of im­
periali st ic nations. The missionary schools seem to be 
teaching Christian ity, but their purpose is to strengthen the 
positi on of capitalists in backward countries." 

What the lexicon docs not say is that nativ'es who a rc 
truly converted to Chris. c very seldom fal! for the Com­
mllni st line. 

Family Cli"ic Saves IIfallY J[omes 
The Family Clinic, founded in Oklahoma City after di­

,"orecs out numbered marriages for se\'eral sllccessi \·c years 
in that state capi tal, has enjoyed a grea t deal of success in 
its battle to s..we homes threatened by divorce. Out of 438 
couples who have .!\ought help at the clinic, ninety per cent 
have saved their mar riages and their homes. In some of these 
cases couples already divorced were brought back together. 

The Oklahoma City agency pro\'ides a panel of four 
specialists, strangers to the couple having marital diffi­
culties-a clergyman, physician, lawyer, and a businessman. 
The couple is invited to appear before the panel of four ad~ 
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,i .... nrll who con .. idtr til<" <:a~c oiJjtctl\'tly. Hoth the husband 
and \\ift" att<:ncl t(Jgt:tl!('r, and cadI must agree to ke(·p 
silt'nt \\ hile the otlwr "'!Jeaks, and tht'll to follow as c\o!o.ely 
a~ po ... ~ihlc the "antI's ~lIJ!J.:"e~tiol1s. Thc a\"f~rage counseling 
~<:~ ion la ... t;:; four to five hour..... l'sually there is further 
COlllht:lillg later, ill One of the four areas represented 011 the 
panel ... piritual, medical, legal, or financial. 

.\her nearly ten years of operation. the Family Clinic 
has l'onclurled that lack of sJ!iritual tICS i" the foremost fac­
tor in marital ul1happlllcss. The Clinic says that no couple 
working acti,·ely together in a church has evcr consulted it. 

Long range alln of the Clinic is the enactment of legi!:>lation 
that would permit the court;:; to call in similar panels in di­
vorce cases. The Clinic also hopes to ~ce education on fam­
ily life becoll1e a reglliar part of the curriculum in publi\: 
high schools and collcg'cs "so that young' people may avoid 
marital pitfalls before the)' get hogged down in them." 

Counterparts of the Oklahoma City Clinic have been set 
up in Tulsa, Dalla", Washington, Detroit, Chicago, and also 
a number of smallcr commun ities. The marr iage counsel­
ing ~enice is provided free. 

Cross Is Newest Ca ltle Bralld 
A new mark adorn" livestock grazing: 011 :\Iolltana pastures. 

Alongside cattle be:l.ring old established ranching symbols 
such as the Lazy E L, the Bar-O, :l.nd others, there arc 
some with a new brand-the Chri:.tian Cross. The new 
brand is duty regi stered with the General Recorder of ~rarks 
and Brands in H elena, 
the sta te capital. 

The cross brand sym­
bolizes the good will of 
Montana ranchers to­
ward less fortuna te peo­
ple in Asia and Europe. 
It is the property of 
CROP, the Christian 
R ural Overseas Pro­
gram. By branding a 
ca lf with a cross, the 
Montana rancher gives 
it to CROP as his con ~ 

tribution toward the an ­
lIual CROP drive for 
food for hungry people 
overseas. 

Though cross-branded 
cattle do not a ll graze to­
gether in one pasture, 
t he people of i\f ontana 
ha\'e come to call them 
the "Lord's Herd," since 

Cowboys holding coif with 
new CROP brond (circled) 

the ca lves are given as an e."Xprcs::.ion of Chri stian concern 
T hey may be secll all o,'er ~rontana grazing with the ir native 
herds. 

The cail·es are allowed to fatte n up until fall round-up 
lime. Then they are separated and marketed. The re~ 
sul tant Tlleat is packed or canned and sent to Church 'vVorld 
Service relief centers in the hunger areas of the world. 

The CROP program is not confined to cattlc ranchers 
but takes in all rural America. Farmers in 18 states "are 
sharing their harvests again thi s year with needy people 
overseas. In more than 50 countries, hungry people have 
been the recipient!; of o\'er 27 t million pounds of food given 
by Americans through CHOP. 



Many sincere Christians recognize the fact that t he churches in general need a reviving, a com­

plete reformation of program and policy to bring them back ta the Bible pattern. Only a courag­

eous few will dare to step across fixed barriers of sectarianism and acknowledge that the Pentecostal 

way is still God's will for all His children. 

A Baptist Minister's Story 
I WAS BROL"C!lT t·p IN TllE l-llD\\'EST, 

in a strict Baptist family. in which there 
were numerous Baptist preachers. -:'o,[y 

father was a leading larman in his 
church. At my mother's knee 1 was 
told of the Precious Blood that 5..1.ves 
from sin, and of the promise that Christ 
would come again. This teaching ot 
the return of the Lord Jesus Christ has 
done more than any other doctrine in 
the Bible to keep me walking in close 
fellowship with Him. 

God laid His hand upon me when I 
was a college studen t. At that time I 
came to certain conclusions, based upon 
my study of the history of revivals, as 
follows : 

I. That real religious revi\·als are 
seldom recognized as such by the estab­
li shed denominations at the time they 
occur. 

2. That in reli gious revivals of the 
past many peculiar manifestations oc­
cur red, sllch as quaking, shaking, and 
falling prostrate on the ground. 

3. That even though weU-meaning 
people affected by th ese revivals oftell 
went to extremes ami excesses, yet by 
far the great majority became sane, 
moral citizens, whose lives influenced 
their communities in some cases for two 
or more generations. 

4. That we ought not to limit G9d as 
to how He must work in the event that 
His Spirit again begins to move in 
genuine revi\·al. 

S. T hat we ought to expect some of 
the same mani festations in the present. 

A short time after this, I heard of 
the Pentecostal phenomenon for the 
fir st time . The college professor was 
speaking on 1 Corinthians 14, and 
quoted certain verses as proof that 
thi s particular phenomenon could not 
occur, and that if it did OCClll: it was of 
Satan. As he read and taught I fol­
lqwed him with my own Testament, 
nnd the same sc riptures which led him 
to think it could not occur told me it 
could. 

by ROBERT C. DALTON 

A fter graduating from college I went 
to a Baptist theOlogical selllinary where 
T put m)' whole soul into m)' studies 
and into the practical work of present­
ing the go~pel in a great metropolitan 
area. 1 firmly belie\·ed that God would 
send a mighty Holy Ghost revival on 
a world basis, so in ever)' sermon that 
I preached I attempted to uphold the 
cause of Christ as I saw it. 

IIowe\'er. in the practical work of 
witnessing for Christ to individuals and 
in my regular ministry as pastor, T 
realized a very great lack of spiritual 
power in my life. As T read how Spur­
geon stood in his London pulpit and 
proclaimed the gospel with such power 
that people came by the thousands 
and were convened, I was moved to 
pray with tears that God would give me 
th is power. 

I t was just a month or SO later 
when I mentioned to a fellow student 
something in connection with my heart's 
cry for more power to win souls to 
Christ, and he in vi ted me to accom­
pany him to a cottage prayer mecting. 
There I had a firsthand contact with 
the thing] was seeking. A young lady 
did the preach ing, and although ] had 
heard some of the greatest preachers 
from both America and the British I sles 

Spirit of Power! wi th heavenly fire, 
Our souls endue, our Tongues inspire; 

Stretch forth Thy mighty hand, 
Thy PenTecostal g ifts restore, 
The wonders of Thy power once more 

Disploy in every land. 

Spirit of Life! thc deod owake. 
The slumbering sinner's fetters break, 

And set the copt ive free; 
Speak with the gospel's ancient power, 
And let us a ll Ihls sac red hour 

Thy grea t salvation see. 

-A. e. SimpSOn 

I had neH'r heard anyone proclaim the 
gospel with such great authority and 
power. 

At the close of the meeting two or 
three of us intenicwed the ~r)("aker 
and made an appointment to meet her 
the next day and question her further 
concerning the Bapti:'-!l1 of the Holy 
Spirit. She opened up the teaching 
of the Scriptures 011 this subject in 
stich a way that I became more eager 
than e\"er to have this Baptism. From 
this lime on 1 sought the experience. 

Although for Illy sland r bore Yariolls 
types of persecution, I nevcr for one 
moment doubted: 

I. Tha t clown through history, a 
religious experience subsequent to re­
generation has been expericnced by 
va rious individuals. 

2. T hat a genuine experience of this 
nature appears today among many de­
vout Christians. 

3. That the experience is for each 
of tiS today, including me. 

4. That the world needs a revitalized 
Christiani ty, based upon the individual 
Christian's expe rience of the Promise of 
the Father (as desc ri bed in the Book of 
Acts) . 

S. That 1 myself must have th is ex­
perience at any cost. 

Later there was a prayer meeting 
whi ch certain st udents who were 
attending the Baptist seminary wii! 
never forge t. At thi s meeting one of the 
studel1ts received the Baptism with 
th e Holy Spirit. Not only was I 
COlwinced by the Scriptures that the 
doctrine of the Baptism was true, bllt 
now r saw the Pentecostal phenomenon 
displayed in one of my fellow students. 
T he studen t, empowered by the H oly 
Spirit. spoke in tongucs and sang the 
most beautiful melody I had ever heard. 

During the summer we continued to 
hold our prayer meetings and we at­
te:lded Pentecostal se rvices both in 
churches and at camp meeting s. \Vhen 

(Cont inued on page f ifteen) 
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THE CHRISTIAN HOME 

-
Br 1.'1; A \1I~;jST[R's war, I ""'I t:>; 

a p"~llinn 10 ~t:c the' gr(,3.t harm <1011(' 
hy di\Orn.' Th('f(' arc tiltH's wl\(,11 eh· 
\IIIT(' ,t'('Ill~ 10 h(' the only way out of 
a diffifu1t marital ~itl1:Hi()n. hut it is 
ilctually all (:\,i l of our tim(' " that hao; 
("a\l~('(1 the g'rl'a t {'~t of hrartarl1('s <lnd 
fllinrd t1l1ll\herl('~" lin's. 

T :lk(' Carnl anrl Hoh, fllr il1 .,lal1('(', It's 
tfllt' that Boh \\3.'" a hard sort to get 
all'llg with. lie llad many I}('cu liaritits 
and wa~ fjuiei.:-t(·1Ilpeft.'(\ and moody. 
Carol h('callll' prq:nant ... hM!I)' after 
tlwr W('r(' married. \\'illl BolJ':-, moods 
:md l1('f ()wn di-.cQll1fon, Iwr pregnancy 
was a Il{'nit" OilC, Carol :ll~o had rea­
..,Oll In ... th1)('CI that Boh wn ... unf:l.ilhful 
to hrf. 

Bill aftu the hah,\' arrin-d. thing" 
... {"('rm'd tn ... lI1oolh lil('Ill"''']''''''' oul Ca rol 
returnrd to work. and ~ht' and Hob 
]ll1rch;l.~ed a ncw homc. Hoh was a 
rtlod('l fathef -and Iht, hahy, :'l darling 
lillie girl, \\or ~hiped hef daddy. 

(';11'01. hnwe\"('r. was not a good house­
ke<"lK'r. In !-pite of having a lo\'dy new 
home, it sccrllt:d that "he could nevef 
kN'1I hef homework quite caught tip. 

Sht, hccal1lt" irritable. Shc ami Bob 
hegan to quarrel again. 

One day. after a quarrel, she was 50 

ang:ry she p.:lckcd her hdongings, took 
the hahy. amI left. While still angry 
nnd hm!. she fiied for a divorce. 

Boh begged for another chance. He 
wen I to a I1lnl'riagc counselor. but Carol 
had made up her mind. The divorce 
bc:camc final. 

lim the s iory doe"n'l enel there, for 
one of the sadde!>t part:-. concerned their 
baby gi rl . The child could not adjust 
herself to spending time with strangers 
while her mother worked. \\,hen Dob 
took his child on week ends, she 
screamed and begged to stay with him. 

30h remarried, happily. Carol found 
~omeone ebe to care fo r her. DUI what 
of the child? She is thc one who is 
suffering, torn between father and 
mother, never able to adju~t to one 
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is NOT 
the Answer 

parent until !-ohe is taken to the other. 
It i" th<.' ('hildrCll ill\"Ol\'ed who suffer 

tile IllQ~t. XO wonder they grow into 
malarlju!-.tcd adults. 

O r take Sarah and Joe. Joe had a 
prohltlll with liquor. He \\'as not a 
~Ieady drinker, but once in a while he 
would go on a hinge. lo~e his 'job, and 
gel into deht. But hecause J oc wa,; a 
IOP-II01cher in a !-ok ill cd field, he could 
always find another good po"ition . 

~arah and Joe had t\\'o boys, both 
devoted to tht'ir parents. In lllallY re­
spect'; Joe was a good father. He spen t 
time with his son:-;, hathed them and pllt 
thcl1l to hed at night. c\'cn though he 
had worked hard all day long. 

But Joe's hingl!S became one toO many 
for Sarah. She was "fed up" and filed 
for a divorce. ll er friends ad\'ised hel' 
to dl'>ClhS her problem with the prie~t 
(~he \Va'; a CathOlic), but she refused. 

After the di\·orce. realizing that even 
with alimony she would not be able 
to support hersel f and her children, she 
decided to marry again. 

Sarah found alit too late that her 
second hu sband could not take Joe's 
place in her life. Sarah lives daily with a 
~orro\\'ing heart. She must al so live with 
the C011\'lctioll that in the eyes of the 
Lord ~he is "inning by taking a second 
husl.h'lnd while her first is still ali\·e. 

(.( ow call we O\'crcome the problem of 
di\'orce? Dy a\'oiding the steps that lead 
to it. The marriage vo\\'s are sacred 
oaths made before God. \ Ve must an­
swer to Him if we break them. 

11all)' young people gp into marriage 
with thc idea, "Well, if this doesn't 
work, we can always get a divorce." 
Such "trial marriages" ha\'e become 
the curse of our civilization. I f all 
thoughts of divorce are dismissed from 

the mind, then seemingly insurmountable 
problems become sol\'able. 

Some ha\'e the theory, "Better to 
separate than to live miserably." But 
this is a selfish theory. When children 
arc concerned, can we consider only 
ourselves? 

I knew a couple who had seven chil­
dren. They had marital problems and 
were considering a divorce. But after 
taking all thing!) into consideration, they 
decided, for the children'!) sake, to keep 
their home togcther. 

AOW thc children arc almost grown 
and the parents are glad of their deci­
<"Jon. The children realize that their 
parents do not ha"e the complete hap­
piness that many parents have together. 
But they have a good home, their 10\'e 
is not di\'idcd. and though minor fric­
tions sometimes ari se, yet there is 
laughter heard in that home. And 
those. seven children have had the bcne­
fit of their parents' devotion. 

Often time will remedy a situation­
plus prayer. Sticking things out until 
they straighten out, praying con­
tinually, is usually the solution. V'"eigh 
the situation you are in at present. 
Then consider the situation 3 divorce 
would create. Your single state wouldn't 
be 3S blissful as you've d reamed! 

P robably the reason I feci so keenly 
about this subject is that I su ffered a 
broken home. \vhile T feel that my 
mother may ha\'e been justified in ob­
taining her divorce, 1 also know her 
heartaches: years of dependence on her 
family; suffering at the hands of un­
feeling relatives and friends; giving up 
her home and going to work; hearing 
her children explain to others, "Daddy 
doesn't live with us." 

I n later years we we re blessed with a 
wonderful stepfather, one that com­
pletely filled the need of a daddy . But 
still un forgotten are the eleven years 
of heartache and confusion that we suf­
fered. 110s1 of all during those years 
T missed the companionship of a real 



family, e .. pceiaIly when saw my 
friends with their families and the eOl1l4 
pleteness of the family circle. Then, 
of cour~e, we alway,; had to explain 
that our name w;t .... different from 
:'\(om's-a constant reminder of di4 
\·oree. 

Divorce is not the answer to your 
marital problc1l1~. 1 t is a black e,·il. 
Think before you m:;lrry; then after 
yOll are married, don't even con~ider a 
divorce. "\\'hat therefore God hath 
joined together, let not I/U1II put 
asunder. .. 

-AUOIIJmOll.l" 

-----
FOR YOUNGER READERS 

One day the d isciples came to J esu~ and 
asked Him to leach them to pray. The 
puzzle abOl'e is based 011 Jesus' amwer to 
them. 

To soh·e the punIc, read the key 
verses below. \\'hell you come 10 a 
number in~tead of a word, look in your 
Bible for the word Ihat should be there. 
(Yo u will filld it in Luke, chapter II, 
verses 2 through 4.) When you find the 
word in the Bible, write it in the squares 
on the puzzle in the space with t he 
same number. All words go across. 

As you work the puzzle, ask J esus to 
help you to learn to pray. 

KEY t'ERSES: 
··A nd he sa id unto th em, (7) ye (J), 

(5), Ou r Father which art in (8), Hal­
lowed be Ihy name. (6) kingdom come. 
Thy will be (I ), as in heave n, so in (9). 
Give (2) day by day our dai ly bread. 
And (4) us ou r sin s; for we also for­
gu·e everyone that is indebted to us. 
And lead us nOI int o tel11»tation; b\lt 
deliver us from e\'il." 

• 
A 
• 
T 
H 

E 
R 

JIO.YD t Y 
SCRIPTURE: Genesi~ \9.\-J, 12·26 
TODAY'S GEM: "Remcmbcr Lot\ wIre" 
(Luke 17 :32). 
FOR THE PARENT: Two important 
tr uths from this pa~~age arc: (I) God will 
judge sin and ,inners who Ilcr~u.t in their 
wickcdne~~: (2) God will h,I\·c mcrcy 
and prodde an ('scapc from judgmcnt f("Or 
those who tru~t in Ilim. ("hri~t i~ thc 
only r('llledy for ~in. 
QUESTION T IM E: \\"110 \\a, I.ot ~ 
(Gen. 12 :5) \\'hy did God de~troy Sodom? 
(\". iJ) How many of Lot·.<; f:tmily ("cared 
from Sodom? (\'. 16) What happened 
to Lot"s wife? (\". 26) What les~on does 
this teach us? (To obey (;0.-\) 

PRAY for Jesus to cleame us from all 
s!\!. 

TUESDAY 
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 22:1-14 
TODA Y'S GEM: ·'God will proridc him­
seli a lamb'· (Gen. 22:8). 
FOR THE PARENT: POill l out (I) this 
was a severe te,t fo r Ahraham bccau,c 
Isaa c was his only S01\; (2) God w,lI1led 
to be sure that Abraham lo\"ed Him 
more than anyone or any thi ng: (J) 
Abraham was obedient to God; (4) God 
will supply all our needs. 
QUESTION TIME : \\'ho was haac? (v 
2) What did God ask Abraham to do? 
( \ .. 2) Why did God ask him to do this? 
(\". 12) Why didn 't ;\hraham actually 
sacrifice Isaac ? ( ,' \'.9· IJ) 
PRAY that we will learn that as .... e 
are obedient to God, He will SUPI)I}, all 
our needs. 

WEDNESDAY 
SCRIPTURE : Genesis 25 :21·J4 
TODAY'S GEM: "Esau despised his 
birthright" (Gen. 25 :J ~ ) . 
FOR THE PARENT : Esa u and Jacob were 
the first twins. P oint out how they dif· 
fered. As iirstbofll, E sa u was to ha\'e 
the largest share of the inheritance and 
a special blessing. But he deSl)ised this 
birthrigh t and sold it for food. Thi s 
shou ld teach us not 10 take God's bless­
ings and mercy lightly. 
QUESTION TIME : Who were the first 
twins? (vy. 2~-26) \Vhat wa s Ihe birth­
right? (See above.) Why did E sau sell 
it? (yv. 29-34) What lesSQn does this 
teach us? (Sec above.) 
PRAY thaI we won't despise God's bless· 
ings. 

OUR 
FAMILY 
ALTAR 

TileRS/) t Y 
SC RIPTURE: 2 Chroniclc..; j~ I~. l~ 2K 

'1 
TODA V'S GEM : "Tho"e tl;;\1 "trk nl\' 
early ,hall il!1d II1C·' (PrOI K Ii). 
FOR THE PARENT: I~nil·\\ tile Jtl'ry 
of Jo~iah, the king who I1n'd fnr (;()d 
{;.('e Sunday\ LC",Ol1 pafo:d. ~Ifr'~ th'lt 
relival came und .. r hi~ ki11~,ll1ll heeau,e 
he ~o\!ght after l;otl. Tht hunk tli the 
law. lonj;t Ip~l. wa, i"un,1 ;It Ihi' tim,·, 
and il brought iurther fC\I\".l1 to th("" 
kin"dQIIl. 
QUESTION TIME: How l,ld wa, )o .. iah 
when he h('ca111e kin~' (\. t I \\"a, he 
a good king? (,. 2) What \\"a~ the 5ecn:1 
of his succes~? (v J) \\ h;lt imf/l.lrlallt 
thing wa~ <ii'covered while he Wb king 
(I'. H ) 

FRIDAY 
SCR IPTURE : ::-'Iallhew 2711·2t, (SUll' 
day's Les~on for J\1ni()r~) 
GEM VERSE: "lie was afflicted, Ht 
he ope ncd not hIS mou th" (Isil. SJ :7). 
FOR THE PAREN T: )"'11'; wa~ Rl'n tlc 
cven when mi~lreated Review Ihe ~tory 

or )e5\1;,.' unjust tr ial, ~tre,sinK Il l' gen tlc 4 

ncss. God wants II, 10 be l'l·cn-ICm l)ered 
and .. enlle at all times tow;\fd all I)eoplc. 
QUESTION TIM E: \\'hal oU I ~tanl\inR 

characteristic of Jeslls is ~l'cn here? (I·. 

14) \\,hy did the Jew, hring )esu'i before 
Pilate? (\'. 18) Did Pilate find Je~u, 
gUllty' (\'. 2~) 
PRA Y that we lIlay be more gentle at 
home. school, and in our play. 

SATUlWAY 
SCRIPTURE: Revelation 1911- 16; 20 
11 · 15 ; 21.1·8 (Sunday's Lehon for Pri­
maries) 
TODAY'S GEM: "I will come again" 
(John H :J) . 
FOR THE PARENT: Before Jesu~ went 
to heaven, He promi 'ied to come back 
to earth again. His coming will hne 
tWO purposes: ( I) to reward those who 
believe on Him and arc fa it hful to Him : 
(2) to judge the wicked and the unbe · 
lievers who will be ca)t into hell. 
QUESTION T IM E: How do we know 
Jesus is coming again ? (John 14 :3) \\'h}' 
is Jesus coming back to earth? (See 
abo\·e ) \\'ha\ must we do to be ready 
for His coming? (Accept J esus as our 
Saviour and live for Him every day. ) 
PRAY that we will be ready for Je ~u~ ' 

coming. 
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SUNDAY'S 
LESSON 

THE KING WHO LIVED FOR GOD 

2 ell RONI('LES 34 -)·5, 18-21, 26-28 

"The remembrance of Josiah is like the perfume of the 
<lpothecary, and his name is like music at a hanquet of \\II1C" 

-so says one writer in singing the praises of Judah' s J~lst 
godly king. Why 511(:h a tribute ? Because Josiah fose 
ahovc circumstances of great ('vii and "turned to the Lord 
with all hi s heart, and with all his sou l, and with all his 
Illighl, according to all the law of Moses," 

lOSIAIl 'S EAI/L)' DEVUTlON (2 Ch'onicies 34 :I-i ). 
When Josiah was only sixteen he began to seek God. 

And when he was but twenty he began a zealous all-out ef­
fort to rid Judah of idolatry :llld wickedness! Yet how 
easily he might have excused hirmclf from the obligation 
to live a godly life! For example: ( 1) J Ie was tbe son of a 
dreadfully wicked father. (2) li e was the grandson of a 
:l Mil l l1Iore wicked grandfather, ~Iallasseh. (3) lI e was 
brought lip in a court full of corruption-and chilcl i..,h in­
nocence is soon lo!'.t in such an atmosphere. (4) There is 
no record that he had any <; piritual advi~or. Yet Josiah 
rose above all disad\'antages and walked unswer\'ingly with 
God! 

lOSIAII FINDS GOD'S WORD (2 Ch,on. 34,8-17). 
When he wns twenty-six, Josiah began to repair the tell1-

pic which hnd been for so long neglected and unused. 
While this work was being done, H ilkiah the priest found 
in the temple the book of the Law! 

Jlow had such an important book been lost ? When 
l\lanasseh abolished the wor!lhip of Jeho\'ah and the temple 
furniture was remo\'ed from its place, the sac red book was 
misla id and lost. But how and why is God's Word lost 
today? ( 1) Through sill. If we do not wish to obey the 
Word, we shall not want to read it. "This book wil! keep you 
from sin, or sin will keep you from lhi s book," is a very true 
saying! (2) Through lI ('g/crt. A Bible in the home is not 
protection against sin; but the Bible in the heart is! 
(3) Through ovcrfami/iarity. Unless we Ii,'e ill the Spirit 
and our hearts are tender, we shall find that familiarity with 
old truths may cause us to miss their blessing and power and 
deeper meanings! 

BLESSED BY THE WORD (2 Chmn. 34:18-28). 
When Josiah hea rd God's Word and realized how far Judah 

had departed front it, he rent his clothes-an outward 
action which typified his inward condition of heart-broken 
sor row. In great concern he sent messengers to the proph­
etess Huldah to ask if and how judgment might be averted. 
Her answer was that judgment must fall upon Judah but that 
Josiah himself would be spared because of his attitude toward 
God's Word and will. 

Josiah heard God's Word reverently, allowed it to soften 
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hi!> heart, humbly recognized its authority, and put it into 
practIce re..,olutely and uncompromisingly. I10w ought we 
regard it? (I) It !-hould be read daily (Luke 4:4). (2) It 
should be read in dependence upon the Holy Spi rit (John 
16:13; I Cor. 2:9-14). (3) It should be read thoughtfully 
(P:.alm 119:97; Luke 2:19). (4) 11 should be applied to 
one's life; its promi!;cs, encouragements, warnings, exhorta­
tions, and rebukes taken to heart (Jer. 15:16). (5) It 
should be obeyed implicitly (~latt. 7 :24--29). 

"R.ICYICISG GOD'S WORD (2 Chmn. 34,29-33). 
Jo!oiah was a doer as well as a hearer. He translated his 

emotions into actions. God's Word had been ignored, dis­
obeyed; this cou ld cont inue no longer. Gathering all the 
people together, he read the Law in thei r hearing and made 
a co\'enant with the people that they should ser\'e the Lord. 
The people agreed. Idolatry was wiped Ollt; the Passover 
reinstituted. 

\\'hen Jo!oiah began hi s work of refo rm, he had not one 
chapter or \'erse of the Law to go by. H e simply walked 
in what light he had. The result was that one day he re­
cei"ed the entire Word! j Ie pro"ed the truth of the words 
of Jesus- "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine." ~lany people say the Bible is not true because they 
cannot understand all it says. But that is putt ing the cart 
before the horse! je!olls says that if a man will obey God 's 
\ \' anI. asslIIuing il \0 be true, he will recei,'c assurance that 
it is true! 

i\rany people get spiritually muddled and try to reason 
their way out. Our lesson makes it clear that the way out 
of spiriLUal muddle is 1I0t by reasoning but by obed ience. If 
we obey the light we ha"e, Tllore will assu redly be given ! 

-by 1. Basllford Bishop 

GO 0 D GO V E RN;.!!IlMIliEIi:N<!!TOMiiii!~_!!!Il1 

8ECAUSE THI,fE HElIN 
j WAS TEllPER, A,fP T/IOU 
" HAST HUMB/EO THY-
- 5EIF 8EFOPE THE LOPO, 

. _K", . .. 1 /1150 /lAVE HEARO 

. ~~-:: ;"!::¥ ~,:~~~~~7. ~~::. -- .. ,. 

When the ril/hfeol.ls o/"€ in OiJJ'hONj),-, ihe p6ol'/e r6joice, 
_.29:2 



""HAT IS 
A CHRISTIAN 

IT \IAY BE A SIIOCKI:-;C ST;\TE\'E:-'-T 

10 say that many people living all about 
us do not know what it means to be a 
Christian, and yet a simple experiment 
will prove the truth o f the affirmation. 
Go to a prominent corner of your city, 
stop the first ten people that pas:; you, 
and a~k them the question. "What does 
it mean to be a Christian?" Xinc Out 

of the ten will a nswer in one of the 
following ways: They will say tha t it 
means to be honest, to be a good neigh­
bor, to be a good lodge member, to 
obey the Golden Rule, to be confirmed , 
or to join the church. Not one of them 
has come within a mile of the truc 
answer. 

The tragedy of the situation is that 
even some of the people in the church 
arc mistaken. They think they are 
right wi th God because of decency, 
respectabili ty, membership in an or­
ganization, or menta l asscllt to a creed. 
All of these four things are good and 
commendable, but they do not make 
a person right with God. 

Who is a Christ ian, and how can a 
person be right with God? 

A Christian is one in whom Christ 
dwells: "Christ in you, the hope of 
glory" (Col. 1,27). 

A Christian is one who has been 
made a partaker of the div ine na ture 
(see 2 Peter 1 :4). 

A Ch ristian is a new creation: 
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new crea ture: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are be­
come new" (2 Cor. 5 :17). 

A Christian is one who has had a 
miraculous ex perience of the Ilew birth, 
so tha t he has passed from the realm of 
death in to the real m of life and has 
received eternal life, "Ye must be born 
again" (John 3 ;7), 

A Christ ian is one who has the wit­
ness of the Spiri t in his heart that he 
is a child of God; " T he Spirit hi mseli 

beareth witness with ollr spirit. that 
we are the SOTl~ of God" (Rom, ~:16), 

A Chri~tian is one wbo, by his lifc, 
rC\'cals that he has a new nature, a new 
disposition, and a new ohjective in life. 
His supreme de"ire is to honor and 
glorify Christ by conduct and testimony, 

• • • 
It has been said that a Christian is 

one who believes what Ch ri st believe!', 
hates what Christ hates, alld lo\-e:. wha t 
Chri::.t loves, What dol'S Christ be­
licz'e! A study of {he Xew Testalllem 
will answer that question. The indi\'id­
ual who has the divine nature will, of 
course, belieye what Christ belie\'es re­
garding the Bible and concerning God 
the Father, God the SOil, and God the 
H oly Spi rit. What docs Christ hate! 
He hates si n in all its forms, and the 
perSOn who has a new nature will share 
that hatred. 11'1/(/1 Jo('s Christ love! 
H e lo\'es tnuh and righteousness; He 
lo\·es mcn and women, boys and girl s. 
The one who has Christ dwelling wi thin 
will lo\'e thc sou ls of hi s fellow men. 

A Christian is a person who has 
experienced Christ's miracle-working 
power in his life, lie is right with God 
and in contact with God, and he is on 
his way to God's eternal home. Let 
me ask you frankly and tenderly: Arc 
you a real Christiall! lias the Holy 
Spirit done a real work of con\'ersion in 
your heart? 

The question naturally arises: How 
can Olle become a Chr istian ? God has 
the answer: "If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shah 
belie\'e in ihine heart that God hath 
raised hi m from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved" (Rom. 10:9). 

T wo condi tions of salvation arc stated 
he re, Fi rs t, it is necessary to belie\'e 
1Il your h car t that God rai sed 
J esus from the dead. That trust in 
the risen Lord involves, o f course, be­
lief in the atoning death of Christ : 

"Christ died for Our sins accordsng to 
the ,c:;criptures" ( 1 Cor, 15:3) I f the 
que ... tion be a ... ked. "\\'hat d~:-. it mean 
to belie\'e in Chri~t ?" the an~\\'er i~ 
iOlllld in John 1,12: "But as many a" 
recclved him. to thcm ga\'e he power 
to become the sons of God, e\'en to them 
that bc:lie\'e on hi~ name," To believe 
on Chri,,( IS to receive Him as a per­
:-onal Saviour. 

\\'hen we so accept Chri,,(, and repent 
oi our ~in, the Spirit of God through 
the \\'onl of God perform:. the miracle 
that makes us the children of God, \\' e 
tht'l\ re~t in the word of our Lord: 
"I lim that cometh to me J will in no 
\\-j"e <:a~t out" (john 6;37), and we 
mcet the second condition of !'al\'atiol1, 
which i~ to "confe ... .., \Iuh thy mouth 
the Lord Jc ... us," For the \\'ord of 
God :-.1p: "\\ Hh Ihe mouth confession 
is made unto sah'atlon" (Rom. 10: 10) 

llan' you recei\'ed Chri~t and con­
fessed 1 hm as your Lord and Sa\,iotlr? 

-SrtulrJ 
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• We Believe In 

AT TIn. 1M\\,:-; OF TilL TWEl'T1ETH 

(l'lltllry, ClOd again poured ou l thc Tlol)' 
Spint on I [\~ Church in PCllt('c:o~tal 

i\lll1h.~ .. \J!f)~tf)li(' ~igns and wonders 
\\,(:fC ,,('('11 ag-ain. and thc leal of the 
:lp(htolic chl1n:h was reborn in the 
htart:. of hl1mhle men \\ ho had received 
th" j ]\'a\"tnly ' ,'!allle. Within ten years, 
tilt' fire spread arross Xorth Amer ica 
and cirdecl th(' globe. 

With Ih(' ouqxmring' of the llol)' 
Spi r it c<lme a rrllcwcd emphasis on 
world wide cv,u1,C:'eli'im. By true spirit­
ual I\lIdel,,, tanding. the purpose of the 
gn'al (JI1tpourillg" was correctly inter­
pn'\!'d :'I" linked with 1111ssionary en­
Ikavor. Aeh 1:8 became an important 
\(':>;1: ".-/ud YC of/mil rrccl'1.'C f'OhW after 
/ltll/ tit. 1/(1)' Ghost is rOI//(' U/,OIt )'011: 

(/lId )'C sfwll be 'willll'S.f{'S 111110 me botll 
III JITIIS(llclII. alld ill all Judea, (HId iI! 
Salllari() , (llId /11110 lite l!1lcrmost part 
(If the earlh." 

~r{,11 ;l1Id \\'omell heard and an s\\'ered 
the call to "Jenl.wltm" as well as the 
"/rlter/nosl part." In spired by un­
quell,hablc zeal and armed with un ­
conquerable fa i t h, these pIoneer 
preachers took the full gospel message 
to cit)' and countryside. They preached 
everywhere. Their message was heard 
in 11li ~sion halls, all street corners, in 
tents, tabernaclcs, schoolhouses and 
churches. Sometimes they were ac­
cepted as God's messengers, but often 
they were persecuted a s fanatics. 
Through their labor, faith and sacrifice, 
church groups sprang into exi stence 
throllghout the nation. 

The ministry of these early Pente­
costal pioneers was not limited to Amer­
ica alone. The J Ioly Spirit's cal! to the 
"I/ftel'most part" could not be denied 
by the faithful. Men and women­
without proper support and backing by 
church boards - left country and 
kindred . asking only for the pri\' ilege 
of giving their li\'e5 to spread the 
gospel among the heathen. T o a great 
measme these individual missionaries 

by MELVIN HODGES 

were ::iuccessf\ll, but wi~e and spiritual 
!l1ini~ter;, in the homeland realized that 
;,Ilch unorganized. hit-and-miss nli,,· 
siom activiti,·s would only cnd in mis­
adventure, and perhaps permanent lo<;s 
unless an organized program were set 
up. 

One of tbe principal reasons for the 
iOT!l1ation of the General Council of 
lhe As~ell1blies of God in H ot Springs, 
Arkansas, in 1914, was to establi sh an 
agency to encourago and guide this 
world-wide missionary endeavor. From 
tbis hUlllble beginning, the Assemblies 
of God has advanced rapidly. Today our 
cilur('hes have a recorded 11lember~hip 
in the C.S.A. o f 419,000 and our ll1em~ 
ber;,hip ahroad, as a result of mi ssionary 
endeavor, is ,~l ightly larger than tbat 
within the States. Our missionaries 
arc fOHlld on every continent, carry ing 
on f ul! gospel work in 69 areas a f the 
world. wit h special emphasis on the 
training o f national mi nisters in 53 
Dible Schools. ]n c01l1parison with 
ot her American mission boa rds, the A s· 
semblies of God now stands fifth in 
the number of missionaries, second in 
the number of coun tries occup ied, and 
first in the number of training cellters 
for Nat ional workers. 

"Ye shall be wilnesses ... both in 
Jeri/salem . .. and to the uttermost 
pa:rls of the car/h." 

"Bo th ... a,lId!" As]. Oswald Smith 
ha s pointed out: this means at one and 
the same time. \Ve witness at home, 
and at the same time we witness abroad. 
Om mission is both collective and in­
dividual- to reach all Illen and every 
man. At home, it is demonstrated by 
intensive evangeli sm; and abroad, by 
extensive m issionary advance. It is the 
same Spirit which burdens the heart of 
the Sunday School teacher, as she en­
deavo rs to lead the members of her 
class to Christ, and which impels her 
to sac rificial giving when the mission­
ary offering is taken. To win the lost 
for Chri st, everywhere! That is the 

g'1al of Assemhlies of God Christians 
in America. 

World i'1'allgelism-this is the very 
fiher of our program. ~ I issions and 
e\'allgc!i~11l are the \·cry core-the main 
intereH of our church life. 

Look at the Sunday Schools! Our 
efforts to reach our own communities 
through rhe Sunday School has swelled 
Ihe number of Sunday School members 
in om churches to over 805,000. Yet 
even in the Sunday School the needs 
of others in foreign lands are not for­
gotten Our Boys and Girls Missionary 
Crusade educates the children in mi s· 
sionary visi01l and acti\'i ty , and at the 
same time is a very effective aid to the 
missionary, sl1pply ing him with the lit­
erature he nccds to carry all hi s work. 
Last year our bors and girl s C011lributed 
$61,360.76 to thi s world-wide mi ssion­
ary enterprise. 

Then there are the Christ's Am~ 

bassadol's. Here are thousands of 
young Christians who exemplify the 
sallle spirit of missions. Not sat isfied 
with limiting themselves to activities 
within the church building, the C.A.'s 
have spearbeaded such soul-winning 
efforts a s the One-Eight Crusade, a 
tract distribution campaign. They have 
also organi zed groups of Christ ian youth 
in high schools and colleges for the 
purpose of reaching their companions 
for Chri st. But perhaps their mission~ 
a ry vi sion is most clearly seen in their 
en thusiasm to pu t the gospel 011 wheels 
by their Speed~the·Light program, 
which supplies motor vehicles for mis­
siona ries. By la st August they had 
p rovided over 1,050 vehicles for mis­
SIOnaries. i\[i ssionary giving for this 
one p,hase of our work has passed the 
two-m illion-dollar mark. 

Missionary zeal is further reflected 
in the activities of the Wom en's M1·S· 
siollary COl/ncil which provides equip­
ment for workers at home and abroad. 
One very important phase of \V.M.C. 



wo rk is the canning and shipping of 
food for overseas mis~ionarie,;. In 
these and a hund red other ways the 
true missiona ry spirit is manife!;ted hy 
ou r Assemblies of God women-all for 
lhe purpose of spreading the go~pel 
around the world. 

XO occasion provides a bett er op­
portunity to sense the importance of 
world e,·angeli ... m to the Pentecosta l 
believers than when the regular monthly 
missiona ry offer ings are recei\·ed. T hese 
mo nthly offerings, arc more than ju ... t 
giits o f money; they represent the out­
reach o f hearts and lives to the ends 
of the ea rt h. The people know the joy 
of giving gene rously and ~acr i fic ially to 
this great cause- to which so many ha,'e 
dedicated thei r entire life. 

Today. thou<md-; upon thou,ands of 
~pirit-iil1t-d Chri ... tian",111 the \..."eml;lies 
of ( ;od ~bare in this grea t mini,try of 
world cvangeli:-m_ They ... hare ill it 
lX"Cau"c they have all partaken oi the 
same Spirit of GO(j \\ hich cau~ed Je'lls 
Chri:.t Himself 10 gi"e His life fo r 
others on the crv,.,s. The)" share in this 
mmi,.,try hecau ... e they are c1o:<e to the 
heart of God: and a church that stays 
close to God's heart must reflect His 
concern for pcri" hing humanity. 

This is mis"ions--and th is is our 
mission: the rro/!'=alioll of God's re­
dCIII/,ti!'e /'ur/,ose i'l Christ Jeslls for 
('t'ery crelltl/re, and that pllrpo~e carried 
OUI in the power of the lIoly Ghost 
by Spirit-empowered, consecra ted nlen 
and womcn. 

A BAPTIST MINISTER 'S STORY 

(Continued from page nine) 

we returned to classes at the seminary in 
the fall, we wcre called befo re a faculty 
committee to answer queslions conce rn ­
ing our experiences of the stulllncr. The 
professors were very kind. They asked 
each o f us to write a statement about 
the meeting ill which onc member o f our 
group had received thc Baptism. A 
short time later wc were all placed 011 

probat ion, pending our withdrawal 
from any further contact with the 
Pentecostal movement. At thi s time 
I made no promises, nor did I retract 
any of my Pentecostal views. Eventually 
1 was removed from probation along 
with the others. For my Bachelor of 
Divinity degree I wrote a thesis on the 
Pentecostal phenomenon of speaking in 
tongues and its connection with the 
Baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

After seminary graduation I served 
a circuit of fhle Baptist churches, 
and th rilled at the opportunity to teach 
God's Word to people who through 
modernism were spiritually half-starved. 
As God moved among these people and 
as spiritual revival came to them, I 
began to preach the Pentecostal ex­
pe ri ence, even though I had not re­
cehred it myself. 

It was not until later, after I had 
become a chaplain in the U.S. A nny, 
that I received the Baptism. My travels 
in military service back and forth across 
America and down to the Isthmus of 

Panama ga"c me opportuni ty 10 meet 
Pentet'o),tal peoplc in mallY di fferent 
places. \\ 'hene \"er I was free from my 
duties as chaplain r attended Pente­
costal churches , stay ing fo r the a fte r­
meet ings and prayi ng nt the altar. \\"bile 
stationed in the Xorthwest I regu larly 
vi sited the local Assemblies o f God 
church every Sunday night to " tarry" 
for the Baptism. I abo set aside 
Tuesday nights for seeking God in the 
same church. 

Finally while di ning with some Pente. 
costal friends late one evening and while 
di scll ssing the Lord J esus Chri st and 
His death on the cross for ou r sins, 
1 became overwhelmed with the bless­
ing of the Lord. Then and there God 
graciol1s1y and wonderfully filled me 
with His Spirit to the point of O\'er­
flowing, and r myself recei,·ed the 
promise of the Father with the same 
signs as recorded in Acts 2. 

From that day to thi s there has been 
a new presence of God in my life. 
Whereas before I had walked entirely 
by faith, I now had within me a glorious 
supernatural proof of the fact that God 
was walking with me. There is a new 
spiritual power in my life. A fountain 
of joy and prai se springs up within me 
again and again, refreshing my spirit. 
My only desire is to keep very close to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to win many 
preciolls souls to Him. 
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by Charles W. Denton 

Wr SPEAK OF SI'E;>':Ul:-OC; TI~IE, LOSI:-;'C Tl\lt~. WASTING 

time, killing: lillie, saving till1c, budgeting time. All of these 
arc figun.'s of speech hilt Ihey tell liS that time can he em­
ployed in constructive' or destructive ways. Actllally. it is 
not time which is wasted or hudgeted, it is life itself. Time 
ha~ 110 meaning apart from human heings. 

A ~cw York physician says that the greatest destroyer,; 
of bUlIlan life arc TIot heart disease or cancer but the 1C'\e­
phone. the ca lcndu, and the clock. The tclerl/ol/l' "tyrannizes 
with its interruptions," The cafl'Jldar reminds us of bills 
dlle, contract deadlines, and engagements to be met. And in 
thi s age of spli t-second timing the dock is always urging 
liS to hu rry. 

There is a sign that appears cvery fcw miles on thc Mer­
ritt Parkway in Connecticut, "Stopping OIl pav('/JIcJlt strict­
ly !orbiddrll." After seeing about twenty of these signs, the 
motori<;t gcts the idea that hc Illust keep going. These signs 
are symbols of the sad truth that we liyc in a nonstop world. 
No time is left for relaxation, meditation, and spiritual de­
velopment. 

There is only olle answer to this situation and that is a 
well-ordcred life in which first things come first. There 
mnst cOllle a sense that. "~I am respoHsible before God for my 
time." The Bible says , "Seck yc first thc kingdom·of God." 
In selecting the good things for your lifc, give priority to 
God's work. It is the only thing that will matter a thou­
sand years from now. 

And to help you cultivate your spiritua l needs, don' t over­
look the Sunday School hour. It will bring blessing to your 
life because: 

1. IT WILL ANSWER TilE THREE MAJOR QUESTIONS OF L11'l-:. 

First, where did I come from? Secol/d, \Vh)' am I here? 
Third, Where am I going? The Sunday School will teach 
that you came frolll the hands of God; that you are here to 
make preparation for the life to come; that Christ has gone 
to prepare a place for all who accept Him as Saviour. In 
brief. these arc the only satisfactory answers to these three 
profound questions. 

2. IT WILL HELP YOU TO BECOME A BETTER I'ERSON. The 
editor of a noted newspaper says, "It has been m)' experience 
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that YOllth of hoth sexes, and men and women in adult life, 
arc in almost ever) instance better citizens be<ause of the 
influence of the SlIndny School classes." 

The Uible is thc textbook of the Sunday School. Conse­
quently. hy taking time to study God's Word you will he 
sound ill doctrine; you will be led to see your sins and p\lt 
them away. You will find discipline for the Christian life 
and training for all good works. The apostle Paul substan­
tiates this by declaring to Timothy (2 Timothy 3: l-l, 15 ), 
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. and is profit­
able for doctrine, for reproof. for correction, for instruc­
tion in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works." 

3. IT WILL likiNG YOU I;\' CONTACT WITI! CHRISTIAN 

I'EOPLE. Your friends have a great deal to do with deter­
mining you r character. The friendships that you form cre­
ate an intellectual, 1Il0ral, and spiritual atmosphere that you 
arc constantly breath ing. and your spiritual health is 
helped or hindered by it. In Sunday School you have oppor­
tunity to mingle with people of your own age who love to 
study the Bible, who can COil verse on spiritual themes, and 
who know how to pray. In addition, they are interested 
in working and bringing others to Christ. The spiritual and 
social aspects of life are satisfied, and life is made worth 
living. 

4. THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IS TilE GATEWAY TO TilE 

CHURCH. It has been said that "Chri st must be intelligently 
apprehended before He can be devotionally \\"or~hiped." The 
study of the Sunday School hour will help you in the ap­
prehending experience and the church service ,vill provide 
opportunity to worship God "in spirit and in truth." There 
is 110 worship ap.."lrt from a revelation of Christ through the 
''',lord. Consequently, the Sunday School becomes a gateway 
to the church. 

Take time next Sunday to attend Sunday School and enjoy 
some of the bles!:tings that are in store for you. Everyone 
should have a deep concern for his eternal destiny. As 
someone has ~id, "My interest is in the future, because 1 
am going to spend the rest of my life there." 
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