BY MY SPIRIT, SAITH THE LORD

O how love | thy law! it is my.
' meditation all the day.
Psalm 119:97



Broadcasting in Berlin

For the first time in German radio
history, religious minority groups are
to go on the air, The Pentecostalists and
eighteen other denominations will take
turns broadcasting Sunday morning
programs over RIAS, the American-
sponsored radio station in West Berlin.

A Message From Korea

General Matthew B. Ridgeway sent
a cable message to the United Church
Men, meeting in Cincinnati. He declared
that the best-equipped armies are doom-
ed to failure without hidden resources
of spiritual values, and he expressed
thanks to all who pray for his men.

New Catholic Radio Station

The President of the Republic of
anama officially dedicated a new radio
station in Panama City recently, Station
HOLY, owned and operated by the
Panama Roman Catholic diocese, plans
a sixteen-hour schedule. It goes into
competition with Station HOXO, a
radio station operated by a private group
of Protestants in Panama City which
sends out seven gospel programs daily.

A Secret of Our Growth

Town Meeting of the Air had for its
subject on Dec, 4, 1951, the question,
“Are Our Protestant Churches Reach-
ing the Hearts and Minds of Men?”
One of the speakers was Stanley High,
Roving Editor of The Reader’s Digest.

A lady asked, “Dr. High, why do
groups like the Assembly of God appeal
to the masses while the so-called ortho-
dox denominations, like Presbyterians,
fail to reach them?”

Dr. High replied, “Well, T wouldn’t
want to join in your implied indictment
of the Presbyterians. Why single us
out? But it's because in my opinion the
people who are reached by the Assembly
of God have certain specific problems
for which they want plain and simple
and, if I may say so, absolute answers.
And one of the difficulties of churches
in other brackets—social, econoniic, or
what have you—is that we have almost
completely stored away our absolutes,
and everything is something which is
two-sided. Well, that's not the kind of
religion which was vital in the first
century. It didn't have two sides—it
had one side. And one of these days
Protestantism is going to rediscover its
absolutes, and on that day, believe me,
we'll be going places.”
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PASSING and PERMANENT

NEWS BRIEFS FROM THE CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE

Preaching to the Prisoners

The Inter-Church Prison Evangelistic
Association has heen formed at Topeka,
Kansas, to take the gospel to city and
county jails. Groups representing \Wes-
leyan Methodist, Nazarene.  Assembly
of God, and Baptist churches have join-
ed in a program to conduct meetings
at the various jails, to distribute Bibles
and religious literature, and to enroll
interested prisoners in Bible correspon-
dence courses,

Prisoners Accept Christ

Seventy of eighty-six long-term felons
in Halifax County Prison Camp in
North Carolina have professed Christ
since a Methodist group, led by a lay-
man, began visiting the camp, and the
seventy converts are doing their Dest
to win the sixteen others,

Walter Anderson, State Director of
Prisons, is himself a professing Chris-
tian and since he came to office last
summer he has encouraged evangelism
in North Carolina prisons. The conver-
sions at Halifax County Prison Camp.
he said, have affected prisoners and
guards alike and the prisoners’ attitude
toward work and discipline is entirely
different.

He said that one prisoner has written
his mother that “this isn’t a prison camp
any more, It is a Christian camp.” The
letter, which the prisoner described as
the first “decent letter” he ever had
written his mother, added: “I love vou
and everyone else in the world. T used
to hate everybody. Never again will |
do wrong, and from now on you can he
proud of me, because I am going to live
for Jesus Christ.”

Developments in Israel

The British and Foreign Bible Society
has opened a new center in Haifa, the
first Bible Depot in Israel.

In 1950 Israel's national income was
$935.000,000 and there were 460,000
gainfuliy employed, topping the 1950
goals of the country’s Four-Year De-
velopment Plan by 109 on national in-
come and by 4% on employment.

No business within the State of Israel
within the past two years has gone
bankrupt. Of the 10,000 loans made by
H. A. I. S. in Israel in that period, not
one has been defaulted.

There were 7,188 immigrants in Aug-
ust and 8,639 in September. The Gov-
ernment is beginning to restrict im-
migration to Israel due to the difficulty
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voted for the four religious parties in
the recent general elections, but this
does not mean that the other 89% are
irrehigious. Actually, including the new
mmmigration, anywhere from 25 to
S0% of Israel's Jews attend synagogue
on the Sabbath. An r:\'(_-r\\']w]ming ma-
jority of the population registered for
Kosher meat.
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Onlhy of the people of

Two new lahor laws are now in force
in Israel, The first lays down a working
week of forty-seven hours, with a
weekly continuous rest of thirty-six
hours, The other grants all hired work-
ers an annual fourteen-day vacation with
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News in Brief

The Federal, Bureau of Prisons re-
ports that the adult population of the
nation's penal institutions reached a new
high of 167,173 in 1950. This
2,046 more than the previous year,

was

Both houses of parliament in Iran,
a Moslem country, have passed a bill
ordering the government to enforce na-
tion-wide prohibition of the preparation,
sale, and consumption of alcoholic
drinks.

A Pittsburg barber keeps a Bible on
the table along with the usual periodi-
cals for his customers to read while
waiting for a haircut. He says it is sut-
prising how many men pick up the
Bible in preference to the magazines.

Thousands of churches next October
will engage in a simultaneous “Christ
For Everyone” evangelistic campaign,
Horace Dean, leader of the interdenomi-
national project, is urging every pas-
tor to engage an evangelist for that
month or to preach himself each night
in a mighty effort to reach the un-
reached.

One dollar out of every sixty that was
spent on construction in 1951 went to
new church buildings. A new record
was set with the starting of $429,000,-
000 worth of mew churches.

The Baptist General Convention of
Texas has given up its attempt to
operate its own FM radio station. It an-
nounces that KYBS (Dallas) has gone
off the air permanently, after operating

for two years and losing from $25,600
to $30,000 a year.



From Crime to Christ

Dorothy C. Haskin

JIM VAUS stared at the stocky,

well-tailored man, who held several
hundred-dollar bills toward him. The
man was Mickey Cohen, called by

Time “The undisputed boss of ILos
Angeles gangdom™ and dubbed “Holly-
wood’s Gambling Haberdasher” by other
national magazines and daily papers.
He had just asked Vaus to work for
him.

Vaus shook his head. “No. You know
I'm working for the police department.”

However, he took the bills and stuff-
ed them into his pocket. They were his
payment for removing a microphone that
had been planted in Mickey Cohen’s
home.

In a low, even voice, Cohen explained
exactly what he wanted Vaus to do and
how much it would mean to him finan-
cially. The money ‘burned’ in Vaus’
pocket and his nimble mind thought of
more ways to spend the money than
there are churches in California. Slow-
ly, he nodded Yes.

For eight months or so, Vaus lived
a double life, working simultaneously
for the law-enforcement agencies and
for Mickey Cohen. But all too often
the calls were too close. As Vaus rel-
ished spending the money he got from
Cohen, he became “too busy” to go on
a case with the police department.

He was on his way down, with the
same skill and knowledge that once
had put him on his way up. Vaus’ one
consuming interest in life had always
been electronics. Of course, when he was
in high school that meant radio. He
built his own ham radio station. When
he was in the army, radar knowl-
edge gained him promotion to captain,
and after his discharge he opened his
own business as “Electronic Engineer-
ing Consultant.”

Then he began working for the police
department as a wire-tapper, which is
legal in only two states in the union.
When the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment had lined up a crimnial on whom
they could not get sufficient legal
evidence, they called in Vaus. He would
tap the crook’s line, much to the distress
of the telephone company, and secure
the evidence needed by the police.

The pay was far too low to suit lux-
ury-loving Vaus, so when the oppor-
tunity came, the preacher’s son became,
as Life dubbed him, “a henchman of

Mickey Cohen.” The boy trained in
theology became the companion of
gamblers and ‘bookies.” If you ask him
why, he will tell you, “My actions proved
that my dad's teachings were right. Man
is a sinner, and being brought up in a
Christian home is no substitute for con-
version.”

Jim Vaus is a big man weighing
around three hundred pounds. His long,
full placid face often does not express
his depth of feeling. It would be easy t
think that he is not greatly moved; but
within he is always clicking, adding up
facts faster than an electrical brain.

Perhaps it was because he was so
keen-minded that he got so deep into
sin. How young he was when he first
dabbled with sin is not known, but the
first public record occurred when he
attended the Bible Institute of Los
Angeles. Vaus was given charge of the
money collected for the Annual. When
the fund was not large enough to print
it, Vaus decided he might as well spend
the money for a trip to Florida.

The school was shocked by his dis-
appearance but the grim assurance by
his father that young Vaus would re-
turn shows how well he knew his
son.

And father was right. Even though
Vaus was not a Christian, his conscience
had been trained in a Christian home.
He could not enjoy lying on the bench
in the Florida sunshine on stolen money.
He returned to Los Angeles, arranged
to return the money, and was promptly
expelled.

Soon Vaus, chafing under the lack
of money, took his father's old gun
and, though it would not work, used
it for a holdup. Unfortunately (or
fortunately for Vaus, according to the
way you look at it) at the scene of the
crime he.dropped a piece of paper, on
which was his name and the store for
which he worked.

This slip resulted in Vaus' being
caught and sentenced to jail. His fath-
er’s congregation was completely shock-
ed. The Bible, however, does not exempt
preachers’ sons when speaking of sin-
ners.

When he began working for Mickey
Cohen, it was with a sense of relief
that he quit attending church. At last
he could murmur, “I'm too busy,” and
mean it.

Not all condemned men are behind the

bars. The Bible says, “He that believeth
not is condemned already, because he hath
not believed in the name of the only be-
gotten Son of God.”

But Evangelist Billy Graham came
to Los Angeles to hold revival meetings
i October 1949. Vaus read about the
meetings in the local papers, in Life
and in Time. The conversion of Louis
Zamperini, World War Il hero, of
Stuart Hamblen, radio singer and of
Harvey Fritts, of TV fame, made head-
lines. Vaus claims, “Curiosity and noth-
ing else drew me to those meetings.”

That Christian-trained conscience be-

.gan to bother him again. He admits

that he could certainly spend money as
fast as he made it. He had a car dolled
up with every possible accessory, and a
house loaded with modern gadgets. But
inside he had a restless, nagging feeling,

‘When a gospel invitation was given,
Vaus stood up with the others to sing,
stll defiant. The evangelist pleaded,
“There's a man in this audience to-
night who has heard this story many
times before and who knows this is the
decision he should make. Tonight, as
often in the past, he is saying No to
God. Yet, this may be the last oppor-
tunity God will give him to decide for
CheisEy

Something inside Vaus broke. He
walked down the sawdust trail, and into
the prayer tent. He knelt and prayed,
“Lord, I believe this time from the
bottom of my heart. T mean business
with You, but You've got to mean busi-
ness with Jim Vaus for the road alicad
is a rough one. If You'll straighten out
this tangled life of mine, I'll turn it
over to You—all of it!”

The road ahead was a tough one for
Jim Vaus. Tight-lipped, with a prayer
in his heart, he went from place to place
confessing the wrongs he had done. He
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knew that by his own admission, since
he had acquired electronic equipment
with phony purchase orders., he faced
vears with the view spoiled by steel
bars. But no one signed a complaint
against him and he made over $15,000
restitution, losing bank roll, home and
car.,

He even talked for hours with Mickey

. Cohen about the Lord—hut Cohen did
not make a decision for Christ and
now serving a five-year sentence for
income tax evasion.

Meantime Vaus began giving his testi-
mony in churches. Then he began hold-
ing meetings in some of the suburbs
around Los Angeles. In time, the knowl-
edge of electronics, which he had once
used for law-enforcement agencies and
for Mickey Cohen, he began using for
God. He uses the marvels of electronics
to illustrate spiritual truths.

If, when he preaches, he stresses that
head belief in Christ is not enough but
that one has to love the Lord and obey
Him, it is because Vaus had head knowl-
edge for many years and that knowledge
did not save him. He did not become
a Christian until he was ready to for-
sake sin and live completely for Christ.
—Reprinted from VYoung Life.

Rest in Christ

The sweetest part, if one may speak
of one part being sweeter than another,
is the rest which full identification with
Christ brings. I am no longer anxious
about anything as 1 realize this; for
He, I know, 1s able to carry out His
will, and His will is mine. It makes
no matter where He places me or how.
That is rather for Him to consider
than for me; for in the easiest positions
He must give me His grace, and in the
most difficult His grace is sufficient.

It matters little to my servant whether
I send him to buy a few pennies’ worth
of things, or the most expensive articles.
In ecither case he looks to me for the
money. So if God places me in great
perplexity, must He not give me much
guidance; in positions of great diffi-
culty, much grace; in circumstances
of great pressure and trial, much
strength? And His resources are mine,
for He is mine and is with me and
dwells in me.—J. Hudson Taylor.

It is safe to trust God’s methods and
to go by His clock.—S. D. Gordon.

Destiny is determined by choice, not
by chance.

DOES PRISON WORK PAY?

The following remarkable account of
the deliverance of a confessed murderer
from the bondage of sin has recently
come to our attention. Because it il-
lustrates so well what the Lord Jesus
can do for the neediest of souls in
prison when Christians pray and wit-
ness faithfully, we are passing it on to
our readers:

[Last summer Johnny Allison, 27,
tavern operator and used car dealer
of Frankford, Mo., shot and killed his
father-in-law, wounded his estranged
wife, then attempted suicide,

After ten days in the hospital, he was
taken to jail at Palmyra. The young
people of the Palmyra Mennonite church
and the Hannibal Mission church hold
m:m!hl\- mutinrw in the jail. Immedi-
ately they became interested in young
Allison and began praying for him.

Allison again attempted suicide, this
time in the jail, and shortly afterward
Harold and Roy Kreider went to visit
him. Meanwhile a group of Christians
went to prayer for Allison’s conversion.

The Kreiders came back and reported
Allison had been converted in a remark-
able manner. Immediately he gave up
his cigarettes, destroyed a large quantity
of evil records, pocket novels, etc.

The change in his life was so drastic
that his mother and lawyers insisted
that he had lost his mind, and on Octo-
ber 20 a public sanity hearing was held.
At the close of the trial the judge
pronounced him sane, saying he was
a man of unusually high intelligence,
and a man of conviction.

Back in the jail he kept himself busy
reading his Bible, memorizing Scripture,
and witnessing for the Lord. He led
two other prisoners to Christ. When the
murder trial was held, the jury’s ver-
dict was first degree murder, life im-
prisonment.

Some tears were shed by friends, but
Allison remained calm. “Don’t cry for
me, friends,” he said. “Just pray for
me that as I go to prison 1 can wit-
ness for Christ there. This is all in His
plan for my life. I expected the gas
chamber, but this is God's will.”

What if these young people had not
cared enough to witness and pray for
that lost soul in their local jail? Would
he ever have been reached with the
gospel ?

Arvid Ohrnell, our national prison
representative, asks: “Are there jails
in your city or township where services
are not conducted? Then please, take

these as your field and speak with the
Sheriff or Chief of Police about arrang-
ing a service. Take a few good singers
with you; sing and play only well-
known sacred songs. Then testifv ahout
what Christ is able to do—how Jesus,
the Son of God, is able to from
sin and the power of the world. 1f there
should be only one prisoner, remember

save

that Christ died for that soul—is it
not then worth vour testimony and
cffort?”

The Home Missions Departiment

would be happy to receive reports of
what the Lord is doing through the ef-
forts of local Assembly of God churches

in reaching souls for Christ behind
prison bars. Address vour letter to the
Home Missions Department (Fred
Vogler, Director), 434 W. Pacific,

Springfield 1, Missouri.

F. B. Meyer’s Experience

“Won't you tell me a little about your
experience of full consecration, Mr.
Meyer?” 1 said.

“Most gladly,” he replied. “It is the
one thing in my life that is worth talking
abont, if anything is. I had accomplished
before this ex-

some good, [ believe,
perience, and was not altogether a fail-
ure as a minister; but I had not the

power with men or with God that I de-
sired. There was one stumbling block in
the way, one thing I had to yield, one
affection that I had to root out of my
heart ; but when the surrender was fully
made, and I gave up absolutely every-
thing to Gd, the way became clear and
bright. T do not mean that everything
was revealed to me suddenly. New
apartments of the riches of God's grace
are constantly being opened to me, hut
since 1 received the key that opened the
outer door, all the other doors swing in-
ward as I come to them.”

“But do you alwayfs have an abiding
peace and joy and confidence?” I said.
“Are there no ups and downs in your
rehgious experience 7"

“Well,” he replied, “I am not a man
of ecstasies, or of exalted heights or
abysmal depths. T do not think much
about my emotions or my feelings, but
simply try to do what God would have
me do, and there is satisfaction and
peace in my life which passes under-
standing.”"—Francis E. Clark in Fellow
Travelers.

I have so much trouble with myself
that I never have time to find fault with
the other fellow.—D. L. Moody.
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His Converts Are in Jail

Carl R. Garrett

“CHAPLAIN, I am -ixteen years old

and have been a criminal since I was
six. Do you think this religion can
help me?” There was eagerness in the
voice of the youthful inmate of Wash-
ington State Reformatory.
. The chaplain took a New Testament
from his pocket and told the boy to read
it through twice and then come back.
One week later, at the regular Sunday
service, the young man reported that he
had done what the chaplain told him. He
said that on the previous Friday, while
he was reading the Bible, “an element
came into my soul that I was not ac-
quainted with.”

Because of his changed life the young

man was soon taken out of the cell block -

of hardened criminals and given the
job of passing out tracts among the
other prisoners. Through this minis-
try he was soon able to lead other young
men to Christ.

This is the story of one among hun-
dreds of conversions witnessed by
Arvid Ohrnell in his sixteen years as
prison chaplain in the State of Wash-
ington. His work has taken him into
several penal institutions; however,
most of his ministry has been in two.
He began his chaplaincy at Washington
State Prison at Walla Walla. In 1942,
he transferred his “headquarters” from
Walla Walla to the Washington State
Reformatory at Monroe.

Brother Ohrnell, an ordained minister
of the Assembliessof God, says, “I wish
every Assemblies of God church would
catch the vision of jail work. Just think;
in almost every town of any size, and
especially where there is a county jail,
there are 125 to 150 persons who don’t
have opportunity to hear the gospel.”

Although he has always been inter-
ested in rescue work and helping the
“down and outer,” it was in 1927, in
Chicago, that Brother Ohrnell first be-
came really active in jail work. The
church he was pastoring there held jail
services and he joined with the group.
Later, when pastoring the Philadelphia
Church in Seattle and engaging in ex-
tensive jail and prison work at the same
time, he found the load becoming too
heavy to carry. It soon became apparent
to him that he would have to devote all
his time to one field or the other. When
the opportunity was given him to be-

come a full-time prison chaplain, he ac-
cepted. That was in 1935; he has been
a prison chaplain ever since.

Every man coming to Washington
State Reformatory passes through the
chaplain’s office for an interview. Says
Brother Ohrnell concerning his method
of handling this responsibility, “I just
let each man tell me his story; as he
talked I took notes on a piece of paper
and then later wrote out a summary of
his life.” Thus, whenever a man wanted
to see him, the chaplain had before him
a picture of that man’s life.

There were three regular services a
week at the Washington State Reforma-
tory while Arvid Ohrnell was chaplain
there—a Sunday service when all who
wished were allowed to come, and
prayer and testimony services on Tues-
day and Thursday. Only those who
could testify to the saving grace of
Jesus and pray were allowed to attend
these last two.

About 48 per cent of the men were
found at the Sunday services. Chaplain
Ohrnell points with pastoral pride to
the fact that there were thirty men who
sang regularly in the choir, and twenty-
four who played in the band. “That
would be an imposing sight in any
church!”

In addition to his regular duties, and
personal talks with the men, Brother
Ohrnell conducted a weekly Bible class.
This course was recognized by the
State Board of Education and was
allowed two credits to apply on their
high school diplomas. The men were
required to enroll for it as for their
other classes and could not drop the
course.

Brother Ohrnell has accompanied
thirty-two men to the death chamber,
and has witnessed many other execu-
tions as an observer. One man in par-
ticular who had been befriended by
Brother Ohrnell and had received from
him food and clothing, confessed to him
his crime of murder, and subsequently
confessed in court. The man was sen-
tenced to death by hanging. It so
happened that Brother Ohrnell was
planning a trip to Europe and would be
gone at the time of the execution. The
prisoner, who by this time had been led
to the Lord by the chaplain, asked that
the date of his execution be moved up

INTRODUCING OUR NATIONAL
PRISON REPRESENTATIVE

Our national prison work, carried on un-

der the direction of the Home Missions

Department, now has its own representative,
Arvid Ohrnell, a prison chaplain for sixteen
years, has come to Springfield to take up
his duties as National Prison Representa-
tive.

Brother Ohrnell's appointment has been
sanctioned by the Executive Presbyters. He
will be working full time, promoting and
directing our national prison work as a
division of the Home Missions Department.

thirty days so that Brother Ohrnell
could attend him at the execution to
comfort him in his last hours. He said,
“Thirty extra days of life aren’t impor-
tant to me. I want to have my friend to
be with me to the last.” The request was
granted and the execution was per-
formed thirty days ahead of time.

Says Brother Ohrnell, “Every man,
almost without exception, when he
makes a final statement issues a warn-
ing to others to avoid a life of crime,
and urges parents to send their children
to Sunday School.”

But prison ministry is not entirely
composed of attending executions. He
has been able to help the innocent who
were imprisoned by mistake. One “lifer”
who was imprisoned for murder con-
tinually jprotested his innocence. Brother
Ohrnell became interested in his case, be-
gan his own investigation, proved the
man’s innocence, and even found the
guilty person. Because of this investiga-
tion and report the man was later re-
leased and returned to useful society.

There are many of the men who
have been saved and released who are
now preaching the gospel. One such
man had been in prison for nine years
and had established a very bad record
while there. Brother Ohrnell met this
man’s mother at an Assemblies of God
service. She asked him to talk to her
son and give him her greetings. He did,
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and began telling the man about salvation,
A month later the man confessed Christ as
his Saviour and his life was changed.

Two and a half years later he was re-
leased and he and his wife started attending
an Assemblies of God church. His wife
was soon saved and they entered the ministry.
God has blessed their efforts and they - are
being used of Him today.

Brother Ohrnell has always had a sympa-
thetic attitude toward the men and takes an
interest in their welfare. His enthusiasm
has influenced .the people of the Northwest
District of the Assemblies of God.

It became apparent to him soon after tak-
ing office in the prison at Walla Walla,
Washington, in 1935, that many of the men
would receive nothing for Christmas, So he
put a note in the Northwest District paper
appealing for cakes. He instructed that they
be sent to the prison in care of him. Over
a thousand cakes came in from the people of
the district.

“Every man who didn't receive anything

from outside received a cake from the As-
semblies of Gaod with a
smile. “Then we cut the rest of the
and gave every man in the prison a piece.”
There were enough cakes for both the prison
at Walla Walla and the Monroe reformatory.

people,”” he

savs

{".11\'(-~

In December, 1949, the warden at Monroe
wanted to have a Christmas program and dis-
tribute small bags of confections to the men,
but funds were not available to buy the needed
items. Businessmen of the area did not re-
spond to an appeal made by the warden, so
Brother Ohrnell placed a few well-chosen
calls to various Assemblies of God churches
in the district,

Christmas week the warden gave permis-
sion to Brother Ohrnell to take a panel truck
and a “trusty,” to drive out and pick up
the promised foods. From one church they
received four hundred pounds of candy, from
anather one hundred pounds of assorted nuts.
Another church of the district donated four
crates of oranges. A Pentecostal man who
owned an orchard in Yakima, Washington,

thousand pounds of packed apples,
while six other churches together gave three
hundred cakes. They returned to the prison
at twe o'clock in the morning two days before
Christmas, tired and sleepy, but with the
mission accomplished.

gave a

Recently, because of illness resulting from
an automobile accident, Brother Ohrnell found
hé would have to give up prison work for
an extended period. So he offered his resig-
nation to the warden. This was the response:

“I know the work you're doing, and how
so many of the men you. Take
vour rest ard when you're well, come back.”

Brother Ohrnell’s present plans
the publication of a national prison paper
to be sent out to prison inmates all over
the nation. He will need our prayers as he
takes up his new duties here at Springfield.

come to

include

Extra funds will also be needed for the
maintenance of this new division, Send your
offerings to “Prison Fund,” Home Missions
Department, 434 W, Pacific St., Springfield 1,
Missouri.

Zephaniah, the Prophet of Wrath

Frank M. Boyd

FOLLOWING the ministry of Isaiah and
Micah, there was an interval of at least fifty
years when no prophetic voice was heard in
Judah, as far as we know. Then came Jere-
miah and Zephaniah calling the nation back to
God.

During the interval the nation had reverted
to heathenism. The worship of Jehovah was
banished, Vile, immoral Baalism had made a
powerful resurgence and the Chemarim, the
order of black-robed idolatrous priests of
Baal, had been appoiuted by some of the
wicked kings to conduct the worship in the
high places (2 Kings 23:5).

Worship of the vile god Malcham (Molech)
was revived. Of Manasseh it is said that “he
caused his children to pass through the
fire” (2 Chron, 33:6), which means that he
sacrificed them to Molech.

The princes of Judah were so corrupt that
justice was impossible. Injustice, oppression,
and violence flamed out frem the cotirt and
swallowed up the people like a flood. “In
Zephaniah's indictment of Jerusalem he pic-
tures the people as unteachable, the rulers
as predatory, the courts as merciless, the
prophets as traitors, and the priests as pro-
fane. It was a dark day for God's land."—
Yates.

Then Josiah came to the throne, and while
répairs upon the desecrated temple were in
progress a copy of part of the Pentateuch
was found. This discovery greatly stirred the
king and the people. As a result, Josiah
undertook ‘vigorous reforms, He purged the
land of the high places and of varied kinds

This is the eighth in a series of studies on
the Minor Prophets. All quotations by Kyle M.
Yates have been taken from his excellent book,
“Preaching From the Prophets,” and are used
here by' permission of the publishers, Harper
and Erothers, New York.

6

of images. He despoiled the idol groves and
burned the bones of the wicked priests upon
their heathen altars. His activities over-
flowed across the borders into several of the
tribes of Israel, even north to Naphtali.

Josiah's reform did much for Judah. As
in the days of Hezekiah, the work was only
a repression, it is true. It was merely ex-
ternal and it did not reach the hearts and
lives of the people. But who is to withhold
commendation from the zealous young king?

The ministry of Zephaniah and Jeremiah
probably began about the thirteenth year of
Josiah's reign and undoubtedly encouraged
the king in his noble effort. It is a safe
presumption that Zephaniah’s prophecy was
uttered in the early days of the reformation,
and that he himself was a prime mover in it.

Zephanioh, the Man

Unlike Micah, the prophet from the vil-
lages, or Amos, the sheep herder, Zephaniah
was a product of the king’s court. He traces
his ancestry back to Hezekiah. (Hizkiah, 1:1,
is Hezekiah in the A.S.V.) The comparison
of the birthplaces and environment of these
different prophets establishes the principle
that God has a place for all types of men.
Zephaniah's royal lineage must have given
him social standing at least with the princes
and nobles as he stood forth to denounce the
nation's sins, He was wall acquainted with
Jerusalem and court life. His name means,
“Whom the Lord shelters.”

“His grim, austere, sober mnature has
gained for him the name of ‘puritan’ or ‘prot-
estant” He seemed obsessed with a terrible
conception of the doom that was coming
upon the wicked world about him. No hope
was in sight, for the certain doom was rightly
deserved and must come on friend and foe
alike.”—VYates.

Zephaniah's Prophecy

One who reads the prophecy in the English
Bible might get the impression that Zephaniah
sat down and wrote the book in three chap-
ters, but the fact is that it is a series of
brief oracles, undoubtedly given at different
times in the early days of Josiah's prepara-
tion for the reformation. When we remember
the conditions of the land, as outlined above,
we can well understand the reason for the
scathing language with which he announces
the nearness of “the great day of the Lord,”
“a day of trouble and distress,” “a day of
wrath . .. " (1:14 -15) for all who have
“turned back from the Lord” (1:6).

The book may appropriately be divided as
follows: (1) An Impending Day of Wrath
for Judah. 1:1—2:3. (2) A Day of Wrath for
the Nations. 2:4-15. (3) A Day of Wrath for
Jerusalem. 3:1-8. (4) A Day of a Pure Lan-
guage. 3:9-20.

Day of Wrath for Judah, 1:1—2:3

Verses 2 and 3 are a prelude announcing
widespread judgment upon the whole land.
Jeremiah uses a similar expression in 8:13
meaning literally, “Taking away [ will make
an end.” The prophet begins abruptly with this
announcement of universal judgment before he
warns Judah in particular of the punishment
that awaits her. The “all things” of v. 2
are defined in the following verse. There is
a mysterious connection between man and the
lower creation, which suffers under the
primal curse for man’s sin. cf. Gen. 3:17;
Rom. 8:22,

Zephaniah certain doom on:

1. The idol worshipers—the adherents of
Baal and the black-robed priests. v. 4

2. The worshipers of the heavenly bodies.
cf. Deut. 4:19. v. 5.

3. The deluded worshipers of the
God Malcham (Molech). v. 5.

4. All who have deserted Jehovah, the
apostates. v. 6

In vv. 7-13 the judgment is described which
will fall upon various classes; namely, the
princes of the royal family, the traders, the
irreligious, and the profligates. Every class
of sinner will be searched out as with

pronounces

vile



candles (v. 12). In verse 9, “those that leap
on (or over) the threshold” and the retainers
of the princes, who, carrying out their mas.
ters' wishes, violently invade the houses of
others and pillage them of their contents,
“The expression, ‘To leap over the threshold’,
seems to have been the common term for
burglary and stealing with violence—Pulpit
Commentary. The wealth in which they trusted
would become a prey of the enemy, and thus
they would learn that God rules in the af-
fairs of men.

In verses 14 to 18 the prophet decribes
the near approackh and the terrible nature of
the coming judgment of “the great day of the
Lord.” Even “the mighty man,” the hero on
the battlefield, is panic-stricken and cries
out for fear (v. 14). “The day of the Lord" is
indeed a terrible day and the prophet gath-
ers together all available expressions of
terror and calamity (v. 15).
of the trumpet and alarm.” “Alarm” means
“the sound of alarm” when the signal for
battle and the approach of an enemy is given
(Jer. 4:5, 19; Ezek. 33:4). Here it is the
signal of destruction (v. 16). The strongest
fortresses - shall be powerless against the ir-
resistible attack (v. 6); men shall be driven
to the utmost straits, walking like blind men;
the bloodshed shall be terrific (v. 17). God's
jealous wrath like a blast of fire 1s about to
fall upon “the whole land” and there is no
escape (v. 18).

The first three verses of chapter two are
an exhortation to repentance on the part of
the wicked before the day of the Lord
should come, and to perseverance on the
part of the righteous in order that they
may be safe in the judgment.

The call to “gather together” (v. 1) is to
an assemblage in order to take mutual counsel
or to make general supplication and con-
fession to God, before the divine fiat comes
to execution. “This is thrice repeated in sub-
stance to show the certainty and speed of its
arrival” (v. 2).

In 2:3 the prophet addresses especially the
pious among the people urging them to per-
severance in the way of the Lord. The
humble, the peaceable, the righteous are seen
in direct contrast to the proud, self-sufficient
infidels mentioned above. Even the right-
eous may not too confidently expect physical
preservation in a time when God's judgments
are in the earth, but they shall certainly be
“hid” {rom eternal destruction. This hid-
ing recalls the prophet’s name—*whom the
Lord shelters (or hides).”

Day of Wrath for the Nations. 2:4-15

Reason enough for Judah to tremble is
seen when the nations around her, such as
the turbulent and powerful Philistines, are
to fall before an invading army. That this
type of judgment is in the picture is clearly
seen in the expression “they shall drive out.”
Four of the five great cities of the Philistines
are mentioned (vv. 4, 5) as denoting the
whole territory of the Cherethites (Philistia).
Zephaniah calls the Philistines by this name
for the sake of a play on the word, Chere-
thites; it means “cutters-off” and they, in
turn, were destined to be “cut off.” Where
the Philistine cities lay, the seacoast will be
later a place for flocks of Judah's sheep
(b e s )

Moab and Ammon, east of the Jordan, will

It is “a day.

fall under severe judgment. These two na-
tions had their beginning in incest (Gen.
30:30-38). They proved to. be hitter enemies
of the Jews., They carried themselves haughti-
ly and showed their overweening pride by
violating the territory of the Israelites. Their
idolatrous were vile and smelled
to high heaven. Their judgment is to be one
of complete obliteration. These lands still
lie waste apd desol taday and scarcely
give any evidence of former occupation by
powerful (vv. 8-11).

The Ethiopians or Cushites, the most re-
mote inhabitants of the south with which the
[sraelites were acquainted, are to be slain
by the sword of the Lord. The “sword of
the Lord” means the instrument which He
uses to effect His purpose of punishment
(Isa. 27:1; 34:5), In one instance the king

practices

peaples

of Babylon is the one who wields that
sword of judgment (Ezek. 30:25) against
Egypt. It was this very nation that the

Lord used to overthrow Ethiopia, Egypt, and
Assyria  (v. 13) with its proud capital,
Nineveh. In twenty years from the prophet's
time all these nations lay desolate under the
power of Babylon (vv. 12.15),

Day of Wrath for Jerusalem. 3:1-8

Jerusalem, the capital city of Judah, is
brought under further indictment for ob-
stinacy and rebellion. The prophet warns her
that if God punishes the heathen, He will
not spare the hardened sinners in Judah.
Woe to her! Why?

1. Because she is rebellious (marginal read-
ing in place of “filthy™), polluted by her many
sins, and oppressive, acting unjustly and
cruelly to the weak and poor (v. 1). She
heard not the wvoice of God, took nat to
heart the chastisements sent upon her, and
did not profit by them. When danger threat-
ened, she relied on human aid, made alliances
with the heathen, aud prayed to false gods
for help. She had no intercourse with the
Lord in prayer and worship (v. 2).

2. Because her princes which ought to
protect the people are ready to tear them to
pieces and devour them. cf. Prov. 28:15,
Probably the violence and arrogance of the
chiefs had increased during Josiah's boyhood.
This must have been written before the ref-
ormation under his leadership (v. 3).

3. Because her “judges, whose duty it was
to administer justice and to set an example
of equity and virtue, are themselves most
cruel and repacious.” They were like “eve-
ning wolves,” that prowl for food in the eve-
ning and are then fiercest. They are so greedy
that they eat up their prey at once and leave
nothing till the morning (v. 3).

4. Because her prophets (the professional
prophets) are “light,” possibly frivolous or
empty boasters, and men of treacheries, “who
uttered their own fancies as if they were
commissioned by God, and so really opposed
to Him whom they professed to represent”
(v 45 of. Jere 23:32),

5. Because her priests have polluted not
the temple only,. but all that had to do with
God's service, worship, rites, and sacrifices.
They made no distinction between the sacred
and the profane (Ezek. 22:26). They dis-
torted the meaning of the law, and neither
observed it themselves nor taught others to
keep it (v. 4).

“In the midst of this congregation of sin-

IS AMERICA FALLING?

Almost two hundred years ago Edward
Gibbon, the great English historian, wrote his
monumental work on “The, Rise and Fall of
the Roman Empire.” In that history Gibbon
poings out five reasons for the destruction of
that empire:

1. Rapid increase of divorce with the under-
mining of the sanctity of the home, which is
the hasis of socicty,

2. Higher and higher taxes and the spend-
ing of public monevs for bread and celebra-
tions.

3. The mad craze for pleasure. and sports
becoming every year more exciting and more
brutal.

4. The building of gigantic armaments when
the real encmy was within—the decadence of
the people.

5. The decay of religion—faith fading into
mere form, losing touch with life and becom-
ing more impotent to guide it.

Is America falling? These reasons for the
fall of the great Roman Empire should make
every American stop and think, for every
one of the five is evident in our modern
society. History may he repeating itself!

No democracy of history has lasted longer
than 200 years. America is now 175 years
old. The next twentv-five vears will tell the
story. Our only hope is in Him who said, “If
my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and and seck my
face, and turn from their wicked wavs, then
will T hear from heaven, and will forgive their

pray,

sin, and will heal their land"
—Hillshoro Christian.

e

ners God is continually manifesting His

righteousness; He leaves not Himself without
witness; and therefore their iniquities are
without excuse. His presence was associated
with the temple; His moral government was
always being manifested. He would not be
just, if He left sinners  unpunished.”—
Pulpit Counmentary.

Obdurate and blinded as nations are, the
extreme measures that God must take are
the only way by which He can secure sal-
vation for Tsrael and far the whole world.
When God's Judements are in the earth then
will the inhabitants thereof learn righteous-

ness (lsa. 26:9),

.Day of a “Pure Language.” 3:9-20

especially  the
Morgan

In commenting on ch. 3,
latter portion, G. Campbell

“A modern expositor has said that it is
perfectly patent that this last chapter was
not written by Zephaniah because the contrast
is too great between the picture of the awful,
sweeping, irrevocable judgment and that of
the restoration. No one can imagine, he de-
clares, that the same man wrote them both,
All of which is the result of the expositor's
blindness. The last picture is that of the en-
throned Jehovah, the picture of a new order;
songs instead of selfishness, solidarity in-
stead of scattering. That is the intent of
judgment. . . . The very contrast demonstrates
the unity of the authorship.”

This section of Zephaniah is like the quiet
calm after a tremendous storm. When God's
judgments have done their work, God will
bring Israel and the nations to a knowledge of

{Continued on page nine)
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SUNDAY'S
LESSON

A PREVIEW OF NEXT WEEK'S
LESSON BY E. S. WILLIAMS

BAPTISM

Lesson for February 10

Matthew 28:18, 19; Acts 16:25-34; Romans
6:3,4

When John the Baptist
it was with “the baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins” (Luke 3:3). We may
well believe that John's baptism was by im-
mersion since believers ‘“‘were baptized of
him in Jordan confessing their sins” (Matt.
3:6). Jesus, we may well believe, continued

the same mode of baptism. cf. John 3:22, 23.

came preaching

We believe baptism by immersion to be
the Scriptural method, but we must not at-
tach such importance to baptism as to substi-
tute it for the redemptive owrk which only the
Holy Spirit can apply; for baptism is “not
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but
the answer of a good toward

God” (1 Peter 3:21).

1. Infant Baptism

Many believe that baptism in the Christian
church has taken the place of circumcision 1n
Israel, and that by means of infant baptism
the babe is brought within the covenant of
God. This suggests a good thought. When a
Jewish child was eight days old he was cir-
cumcised, signifying that he was a child of
the covenant, which God had made with Abra-
ham (Gen. 17:1-14). Since Christians are
now under the New Covenant, why should
they not recognize their little ones as being
heirs with them of the covenant? Ought we
not to recognize this fact in the dedication
of children?

The error of infant baptism is that it
esteems baptism as a saving ordinance with-
out which the child would be lost. Should
children die, they are not lost whether they
are baptized or not, unless they have reached
what is called “the age of accountability.”
Were we to set an arbitrary age as was
done in Israel for the time when a son was
considered “a son of the commandment,”
or “a son of the law,” and came under the obli-
gation of obeying its precepts, we would set
the age at twelve. But we believe no such
arbitrary age can be set. Some grasp moral
truth and responsibility earlier than others.
“Where no law is there is no transgression”
(Romans 4:15). Until conscience is awakened
and right and wrong are clearly grasped we
believe a child is safe by the provision of
Christ's atonement, s

conscience

2. Triune Immersion

Far be it from us to quarrel with godly
believers who believe that in baptism a person
ought to be dipped three times. “Let every
man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” We
raise a question, however, concerning triune
immersion. What does Christian baptism
signify? In Romans we read, “Therefore
we are buried with Him by baptism into

8

death: that like as Christ was raised up

from the dead by the glory of the

her, even

so we also should walk in newness of life”
(Rom. 6:4). teaches that in baptism
we are identfied with our Lord Jesus in His
death and in His resurrection, Jesus {

!.‘T‘.I}' once, therefore single f]_‘];utf‘m S1g 1e5

with Him. The F:-:I}u-r”riiri

our identification

not die to save us, Zlf'jI!:(_'T' did T“"

Spirit,

3. The Authority, Ground, end Object of
Baptism

If it were only a matter of the ordinance
of water baptism itself (being “baptized int
His death”—Rom. 6:3) there probably would
be no issue over the words used as a formula.
It is when those who are baptized “in His
name” (the name of Jesus) deny the Father
and the Holy Spirit that we must disagree. To
“the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matt.
28:19) is the Lord Jesus Christ, is to teach
error. The title “Lord Jesus Christ” is the
title of the Son and never of the Father
or the Holy Spirit (Rom, 1:3; 2 Cor, 13:14;
2 John 3).

It is well that God looks upon our hearts
and sometimes overlooks the errors of our
minds. He knows how limited we are in
knowledge. Under “Synonymous Words” in
the Newberry Bible we learn that two prep-
ositions are used in connection with baptism,
each translated “in.” When Peter command-
ed the household of Cornelius to be baptized
he did it on the authority of our Lord Jesus

teach that

{Acts 10:48). When he commanded repent-
ance and baptism in Acts 2:38 he used a
term which signified the ground on which

they were to be baptized. They had rejected
they must now be baptized in His
name. In Matt. 28:19 a
different word is used

Jesus;

16:31-33).
» taught that he has now
i r and in bap-
into a covenant with his
; ;
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COnve into baptism.

converts better than we
er life in idolatry, and
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be carefully instructed in
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5. The Meaning of Baptism

Baptism is identification of ourselves with
Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.
rselves dead with
s of this present

[n baptism we declare ou
Christ to the spirit and ai

dead to sin and

evil world ; dead to selfish
desire. We declare also that we are risen
with Christ to live above sin and the at-

tractions of this present evil world. Instead of
living for the world and self, we covenant in
baptism that we will henceforth live not unta
ourselves, but unto Him who died for us and
rose again (2 Cor. 5:15).
THIS WEEK'S LESSON

Confession (lesson for Sunday, February
3). Lesson text: Romans 10:8-10; Acts 6:8,
10:12 7 75560,

“There is never a thought you think today,
Though it passed without expression,
But leaves on your soul forevermore

A good or bad impression.”

which signifies that the
object or result of bap-
tism was to be a new
relationship—a relation to
the Father, to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.

=
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4, The Time for Baptism

Baptism as a declara-
tion of one's faith in
Christ as personal
Saviour ought to take
place as early as possible.
Jesus said, “Go ye there-
fore, and teach (disciple)

all nations, baptizing
them”" (Matt. 28:19).
This is confirmed in

Mark—"“He that believ-
eth and is baptized shall
be saved” (Mark 16:16).
At Pentecost Peter con-
nected baptism with re-
pentance (Acts 2:38). At
Samaria ‘“‘when they be-
lieved Philip preaching
the things concerning the
kingdom of God . . . they
were baptized, both men
and women” (Acts 8:12).
Paul was baptized im-
mediately upon his con-
version (Acts 22:16).
Baptism of the Philip-
pian jailor and his house-
hold was immediately up-

AS FAR AS SOME HAVE GONE

- oy
He that believeth and
is BAPTIZED shall

be saved. mark 16:16

\




ZEPHANIAH, THE PROPHET
OF WRATH

(Continued from page seven)

Himself. He will “turn to the people a pure
language” (literally, “lip”). He will purify
their lips which have been polluted with the
names of idols and worship to false gods
(ef. Hosea 2:17). Whether or not this
promise has reference to unity of language
again, as before Babel, it certainly does mean
that there will be unity of worship of peoples
and all shall speak the language of faith in
one God. This points unquestionably to Mes-
sianic times (v. 9).

This section of Zephaniah is a message of
assurance of God's preservation of a faith
remnant. and His protecting care for them.
Three times in the book the salvation of
this remnant is spoken of, once having to do
with a day near the prophet's time (2:3, 7)
and the other in the last days (3:12, 13).
Twice, in the same chronological order, there
is reference to a return from captivity (2:7
and 3:20).

“Jehovah will purge from Israel those
who reposed in a self-righteous pride of
tneir covenant privileges; and purged from
these sinners, Israel will be a humble, trust-
ful, and holy nation” (vv. 11-13; cf. Ezek.
20:33-38). :

That this passage of Zephaniah relates to
Israel's final restoration at the end of this
age is seen in such phrases as, “Thou shalt
not see evil any more” (v. 15); “in that day
it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not"
(v. 16) ; “at that time I will undo all that
afflict thee . . . I will get them praise and
fame in every land where they have been
put to shame” (v. 19); “I will make you
a name and a praise among all people of the
earth” (v. 20). These conditions have never
yet been realized iy e nation of Israel nor
fulfilled in and th- i them.

The marvelous gi ce and lovingkindness
toward His people, ex  though they err and
fail Him, is seen in 5 «7:

Yakweh thy God . ithe

As a mighty One

Will save,

Will be glad over thee with rejoicing,

Will be silent (“rencw thee,” Septuagint)

in his love,

Will exult over thee with shoits of trivmph,

midst of thee

None the less may we, His spiritual peo-
ple, rejoice in this glorious revelation of the
divine love, and experience its reality in
our lives,

Let us glean a few of the practical lessons
from Zephaniah:

1. The judgment of God upon sin is in-
exorable, As the poet has said:

“Though the mills of God grind slowly,

Vet they grind cxceeding small;

Though with patience He stands waiting,

With exactness grinds He all”

2. God's indictment of sin, while severe, is
never unjust.

3. God's judgments are always remedial in
purpose, never vengeful, He desires to be
gracious and to turn men to repentance.

4, Those who humbly seck the Lord are
assured of preservation in the day of wrath.

5. God yearns over His people with a
tender love,

6. The Lord rejoices in fellowship with a
redeemed people, and His infinite heart is
gladdened by their response to His love.

GNARLED BY THE WINDS

“They have stood there,”
“for four thousand years. They have been
buffeted by the storms of centuries, and
their strength comes through withstanding.”

We were camped in the Sequoia National
Park in a clump of the® sequoias, gigantic
fellows twenty and thirty feet through. They
were gnarled old trees, the oldest living things
in the world, But they were strong because
they had gone through tempests and had
overcome,

So the building of Christian strength comes
through being buffeted by winds, flailed by
tribulations. We are strong by withstanding.
When a trial arises, let us not run away from
it, but face it. With Jesus by our side
there is no wind that can topple us. He faced
the world, but He overcame. And through
His strength we can outride character's
worst storms.—Selected.

the guide said,

MISSIONS [
AT HOME | .

,

“DELIVERANCE TO THE
CAPTIVES”

Thousands of men and women are im-
prisoned in the penal institutions of our
nation, In addition to the physical confine-
ment afforded by stoue walls and iron bars,
many of these know an even worse cap-
tivity—the bondage of the soul to Satan him-
self.

But the same Lord Jesus who was anointed
by the Spirit to preach deliverance to the
captives, still delivers from sin all those who
come to God by Him.

A Chaplain Reports

One of our Assemblies of God prison
chaplains, Edgar G. Meissner of Fort Pillow,
Tenn., told us:

“We are praising the Lord for the faith-
fulness of the Holy Spirit in convicting men
and making them aware of their need of a
personal Saviour who is the answer to their
every problem. Eleven men prayved through
to an experience with God during our altar
services last month, Please pray that they
will continue to trust and serve the Lord,
for they do receive much persecution from
ungodly inmates.”

Thanks For Good Literature

An inmate of Idaho State Penitentiary
wrote us recently: “I would like to express
the joy and blessings we of the Idaho State
Prison receive from your Evaxcel and other
Christian literature. I believe if our reading
table was kept stacked with good Christian
material, souls might be saved and others
brought closer to the Lord Jesus”

A Prisoner’s Request

Here is an excerpt from the letter of an-
other prisoner :

I am an inmate in the California Institu-
tion for Men. . . . Through the interests of

Attention Pastors, Sunday School Of-
ficers, Teachers and Parents!

Don't forget that this Sunday, Feb-
riary 3, has been declared Bovs and
Girls  Missionary Crusade Day for
the fellowship. Encourage vour boys
and girls under the age of thirteen to
give a special offering for the Boys

and Girls Missionary Crusade. As
most of you know, BGMC is devoted
to the financing of the missionary

literature program of the Assemblies
of God. Your Sunday School need not
be a member of the Crusade to take
part in the activitics of BGMC Day.

Offerings received from the children
on National BGMC Day should be
sent to the Forcign Missions Depart-
ment, labeled “BGMC-Day Offering.”
They may be sent with regular church
missionary offerings.

If vour school doecs not have a Boys
and Girls Missionary Crusade, what
better time conld vou find for launching
the program than the national day? An
application  for membership may  be
secured from the Sunday School De-
partment, 434 [Vest Pacific, Spring-
field, Missouri. Write today.

Christian  friends, the chaplain, and the
prayers of my Spirit-filled mother, 1 have
surrendered my heart to God, and I am so
happy m His service.

“Since my conversion [ have dedicated my
lite to the ministry. However, I feel my
need for further preparation and study of
the Word of God. I understand that you have
a Bible Course for home study that is sent
out by the Home Missions Department to
those prisoners not in the position to pay.
We have a Christian Fellowship among the
men wha feel the need of a deeper experience
with God. Would certainly appreciate it if
you send us tracts. Please put me on
your subscription list to receive Tue PexTeE-
cosTal. Evaxcen. T am unable at this time
to send any money to defray the cost of
these items. {7

The Evancer is now bheing sent to this
prisoner and he has heen enrolled in one
of our Bible Correspondence Courses, All
this has been made possible through the con-
tributions of our readers to our Home Mis-
sions “Prison Fund."”

Four women inmates of the federal prison
at Lansing, Kansas, have recently written us
asking to be enrolled in Bible Correspondence
Courses.

Prisoners all over the nation are asking
for and receiving these correspondence courses
free of charge to them. But this can con-
tinue only as long as our “Prison Fund® con-
tinues to be replenished by those who have
a burden and vision for these needy souls.
We need your gifts now in order to continue
and expand this fruitful ministry. Offerings
for “Prison Fund" should be so designated
and sent to the Home Missions Department
(I'red Vogler, Director), 434 W. Pacific
St., Springfield, Missouri,



Radio Project Under Way in Liberia

Robert J. Renfroe, Liberia

WE ARE LOOKING forward to having a however, the waiting time has been used t

missionary radio station in Liberia, W

Africa. During the past year definite steps ed on tape to use when our tatior
have been taken in that direction, Permissi does get er 1
has been granted to us by the Liber readvy we h: nessages on tape i

religious. station in

government to operate a n
the environs of Monrovia, a port city s i
\ f[ir'l]![ of ours, a naval t']l-ciTlr':l'ir 5 eX- thi
pert, has shipped a pilot transmitter to us to
use for experimental purposes in connection hich
with the ]rl'-'_il'rl'.. Far several months he has 1hi
been working on a 2.000-watt transmitter for 1+ e1ted rovia. We havi I
our use as well. When the foundations for e peaple to translate the mi
our station have been \H'H established we hope CATeS, OV :.; thn saved the t 5 |
to couple the transmitters and go on the air S ith several members of

with the salvation.

in earnest message of
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Besides

and received permission

messages in

native dialects

tuned, battery-operated receivers. Their te- hone to hroadcast in English for the benefit
ceivers have been used successfully under  of FEnglish-speaking peoples of the W
tropical conditions, The eclectronics expert  African coastal cities; therefore we can use

also has been assembling the receivers, which sacred records and albums that friends

used in the hinterland towns and

to send.

We feel that the I
us into this program. The w
hinder just now i

Pray for us as we continu

are to be

villages,

It is our hope to single out tribes and
peoples  least with the
plant our receivers in their key towns, and

to preach the gospel to them in their own

r'('.u'lle'r] FO5] t'!l t0 ing to

to us.

dialects. After using radio as an opening Nafor Bife Tt S T AT S 4N

wedge, national {'\'et:';:vﬁnt\ can be sent into proicet of Liberia may send offerings i

the areas to establish churches. O I ‘(JI.‘,,"“.I.]J.J.I\..,_' BALED it
We have been hindered in our plans for the ¢ witreet, Spr ield 1, Missouri, d ited

establishment of the station by lack of funds

for transporting and building our equipment;

“Liberian Transmitters.” Records

should he

HAMADAN BELIEVERS AND WORKERS

Believers and workers present at the dedication of Bet-el Church in Hamadan, Iran, on
November 18, 1951. Tooma Nasir. superintendent of our work in Iran, is seated fourth from
the left on the front row.

Hamadan was the setting for the book of Esther. Esther's and Mordecai's graves are located

about two blocks from the new church.
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sent directly to Robert J. Renfroe,

Christmas
at Uska Bazaar

Katherine Cooke, North India

5:30 ON DECEMBER 24, the
| A\ ssemblies {
Uska Bazaar, North India, and

rs connected with the Home, ¢

athered

in the compound church Christmas Fve
service, The service hegan with singing of
carols, first by the lepers and then by the

ted boys and girls. After prayer the

-1stmas tree was lighted.
I'he tree was not one such as you have
in the States, but a man-made tree. Each

branch ]"I]f]. C “{“'- 'J'h(-
candle was given to

When

grooved to

Was
hghting a

priviege ot

those who quoted a ure verse.
Drother Banerjee, vur superintendent, asked
who wanted to light t st candle, several
men jumped to thei t, quoting their
verse. One of the 1 bo

stood  ready
ho did

= CT1ID

to light the candle t

!'1'"|<_:c;

not have an

ture shower and soon the was
aglow.
Mr. and Mrs. Garrison, retired mis-

sionaries of the Christian and Missionary Al-
Christmas with us

had been lighted Mr. Garrison
'-_."|l‘:r||:_ A pri

hance, spending
After the tree

addressed the c

were

was
v the boys and girls and
distributed.

gram

presented after
then the gifts were

Each leper received cloth and a cup, and
those with no fingers received a spoon. Ordi-
narily the people eat with their fingers, The
hoys received shirts and the girls were gi
(The boys and men

wedr

:11‘L'_~\:~l_'.\ ;;1'_t[ -r;.'!'el.i‘.
dhotis and the girls and women sarts. The cloth
was for these garments,) There
toys for the little ones. Though the toys were
they appreciated,

were some

crude, were

At four o'clock on Christmas morning the
church bell rang for everyone to gather at
the church again for the Christmas service.
To you four o'clock may seem an early hour
for a Christmas service, but it was the lepers’
desire that we gather then, Christ
came into the world to bring light they felt
that we could not choose a more appropriate
time for the service than dawn.

Since

Mr. Garrison delivered a. precious Christ-
mas message. Many desired to testify after-



ward. It was eight o'clock when we returned

to the house.

At noon everyvone of the compound and the
Christians of the wvillage gathered on the
grounds for a dinner. Curry, rice, and
Indian sweets were served,

A GOOD CONVENTION IN
NORTH INDIA

THE THIRTY-FIRST annual convention
and conference of the North India District
Council of the Assemblies of God was held
at Lucknow, October 30 to November 7.
Fifty-five voting members attended.

Morning sessions (except for November
5-7, when business meetings were held) were
devoted to Bible studies. Afternoons were
given to discussion of problems. Evening ser-
vices were inspirational and evangelistic. A
number of friends and associates joined in
the meetings. An effort was made to attract
the public for the last three nights. As a re-
sult of the meetings a young man from
Ireland has received the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit.

Sydney Law of the Elim Pentecostal Mis-
sion was the morning speaker; Alfred Caw-
ston, principal of the Southern Asia Bible
Institute at Bangalore, was the evening
speaker—by Mrs. Paul
North India.

MISSIONS
ABROAD

 NEWS OF OUR MISSIONARIES

Mr. and Mrs. Eric M. Johnson are on their
way to the States from the Gold Coast. They
are stopping in Sweden for a short visit.

* * *

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur E. Lindvall of El
Salvador are now in the States on furlough.
& % %

Word has been received that greater restric-
tions are being placed on the preaching of
the Word in Czechoslovakia. One of the
leading full-gospel ministers there has been
forbidden to preach, to travel, or even to write.
Let us pray for our fellow-believers in
Czechoslovakia just as prayer was made for

Peter in Acts 12:5,
¥ Sk

Ethel McClendon,
who has been en-
gaged in missionary
work in Cuba, re-
turned to the field
the last of Decem-
ber.

* x %

Mrs. Raymond L.

Zents sailed for

France early in

January to join her

husband who has

been studying

Ethel McClendon French, Mr. Zents

went to Europe the
first of August. The Zents will be leaving
France shortly to go to Africa to continue
their missionary work in Upper Volta.

D. Schoonmaker,

Mr. and Mrs. Henry I. Dahlberg (above)
are on their way to Togo-Dahomey, French
West Africa, to engage in missionary work.
Mr. Dahlberg formerly stationed in
Upper Volta.

wds

Mr. and Mrs, Verne A. Warner
have returned to the Dominican
field.

(above)
Republic

CONGO MISSIONARIES MEET
AT BETONGWE STATION

THE ANNUAL Missionary Conference of
the Belgian Congo field was held at Betongwe
November 21 to 25. James Salter of England
(of the Congo Evangelistic Mission) who
has been visiting the Congo field, was the
guest speaker. His rich ministry of the Word
was a great spiritual blessing in the mis-
sionary services as well as in public services.

Hundreds of persons gathered for the

- closing days of the conference. There were

twenty conversions. A number of persons were
filled with the Holy Spirit. A fine new school
building at the Betongwe station was dedicated
during the conference. The building has been
needed for some time for prayer services and
conferences as well as for class work —
by David H. Peck, Belgian Congo.

THE COMPLAINT BOOK

his desk a notebook
of members against

A pastor had on
labeled, *“Complaints
members.”

When one of his people called to tell him
the faults of another, he would say:

“Well, here’s my complaint book. I'll
write down what you say, and you can
sign it. Then when I have to take up the
matter officially, I shall know what I may
expect you to testify to.”

The sight of the open book and the ready
pen had its effect.

“Oh, no, I couldn’t sign anything like that.”
And so no entry was made.

The minister said he kept the book for
forty years, opened it probably a thousand
times, and never wrote a line in it,

MONTHLY REPORT

Foreign Missions Department
December, 1951
MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTIONS

2.686.92

-t 1,049.39
Delaware 603,22
R 03,00
Florida 4 692 99

Idaho 1 471.03
Illinois 7.900.68
Indiana 5,089 87
lowa 3,141 .64
Italian Br

Kansas

Kentucky
Latin Amer. Br.

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts 1,261.77
Michigan 6,881.12
Minnesota 7.799.42
Mississippi 793.32
Missouri 8,345.97
Montana 2,047.5¢
Nebraska 3,063.5

Nevada 159.02
Total Amount Reported

District Fund

{ational Home Missions
Expense Fund

Literature Expense Fund

Given

Received for Couneil Foreign Missions
Received for Non-Council Foreign Missions
Allocated to

Missionary Offerings not
any State ;

Total Receipts for Foreign Missions

Direct to Missionaries

New Hampshire
New Jersey 6,75
NI"\\ \T#'\|l"
New York 8,23
North Carolina :
North Dakota 4,4
Ohio {
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Polish Br
Rhode Island
Russian Br
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas 23,
Ukrainian Br. 1.078.64
Utah 97.21
Vermont )
Virginia
Washington
We Virginia

Wyoming
Alaska
Canada
Foreign
Legacies
Miscellaneous

$248.213.69
£10,201.49

6B.I8, 43

£179,928.26
2,420.89

47 (98 68

$220.447 83

FOREIGN MISSIONS

DISBURSEMENTS

Belgian Cingo ..$ 3,585.04 Bolivia 2.027.59
Gold Coast 641900 Brazil 4,162 88
Liberia 7.446.41 Chile 2,930.25
Nigeria 5,076.34 Colombia 337.00
Nvyasaland Paraguay 581.50
Sierra Leone Peru 6,021.91
Togo- Dahomey Uruguay 940.50
Union of S, Af, Venezuela 4,416.90
Upper Volta West Indies 15,105.00
China Children's Educ.
Fiji in U.S 3,115.95
Formosa y Entertainment of
Hawaii : 8977 missionaries 3.822.73
Indonesia 4291.05 BGMC Material
Japran 5.632.46 and Shipping
Malava 962,33 Exp. 786,26
Philippines B.224.26 Convention Exp 716.10
Samoa, Amer, 370,50 Deputational Exp. 1.572.15
Burma 369.00 Field S taries 180000
Cevlon 2.033.64 Literature 2 612,28
India 28,392.49 N. Y. Office Pub.
Egypt 6.637.93 lic Relations RA0.00
Europe 11,799.98 Refunds and
Iran .. 100,00 Trirs to Other
Israel 320.50 Depts, . 4,368.74
Syria 551.80 Spanish Liter.
Cen. Amer. 775260  Ature ; 5,087.57
Latin Amer. work S['E"'! th;')t_ll::uhl' 3 250 08

in U. 8. 442,03 wiscellaneous 823.25
Mexico 1,635.78 Retired Mission-
Argentina 1,392.57 aries 2,331.08
Total Distr to Council Foreign Missions $212,035.49
Non.Couneil Missionaries 352383
Total Dishursements 215,559.32
Credited to Designated Accounts 13.888.51
TOTAL RECEIPTS 2229 447

FOREIGN

Send Foreign Missionary offerings to
NOEL PERKIN, SECRETARY

DEPARTMENT
434 W, Pacific St., Springfield 1, Mo.

MISSIONS
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HEALED

If God has healed you recently, will you not write
out your testimony and let us publish it so that
cthers who need healing will be encouraged to be-
lieve and receive the Lord’'s healing touch? Make
your testimony as brief as possible, and ask your
pastor to sign it; then mail it to The Pentecostal
Evangel, 434 W. Pacific Street, Springfield 1, Mo,

HEART AILMENT

In August, 1951, T was healed of a heart ail-
ment and high blood pressure, My heart beat
was so fast I could not talk very well or move
my arms very much. I had to walk slowly.
Now I can walk as fast as I could 15 years
ago., Thank God for saving my soul and
healing my body.—~Mamie Moore, Lompoc,
Calif.

(Endorsed by Pastor Robert Turner, Lom-
poc, Calif.)

ASTHMA, HAY FEVER, AND DEAFNESS

During the fall and winter of each year I
suffered severely from asthma and hay fever.
I had difficulty breathing. T was also deaf in
one ear. It was embarrassing to be unable to
hear what people were saying to me,

In January, 1950, Evangelist W. V. Grant
conducted a meeting in our church. Prayer
was offered for me and I felt relief from
the asthma and hay fever.

I did not realize that I had been healed of
deafness, however, until the next night when
a lady whispered in my ear and asked how I
was. It was then I discovered I was hearing
out of that ear for the first time in 45 years.
Surely the Lord does exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think.

During the 32 years that I lived for the
Lord I was healed of cancer, blood poisoning,
and other diseases, but I do not believe T had
ever asked the Lord to heal my deafness. It
thrills my soul to tell people what the Lord
has done for me~—Ruth E. Harrison, Box
339, Camden, Ark.

( Endorsed by Pastor A. W. Tanner, Box
142, Camden, Ark.)

BROKEN NECK AND PINCHED NERVES

In August, 1941, I took a trip from our
home in Fortuna, Calif. to Cloverdale, Calif.
When we were five miles north of Clover-
dale our car turned over and I was taken
to Healdsburg, Calif. Dr. Oakleaf took X
rays of my neck and found that the first and
second cervical vertebrae and the fourth
vertebra were completely severed.

I was in a serious condition for eleven
days. The doctor said that only God kept
me here. I believed so, but I was a back-
slider at the time, and I did not give God the
glory.

After returning home I suffered great pain.
Dr. Genotti of Scotia, Calif. cut the cast
off and he told me the pain was caused by the
nerves being pinched where my neck was
broken,

I could not iron, wash, mop, or do any work
without suffering great pain. I had such
severe headaches that 1 could not remember
anything. At times my brain seemed on fire.

12

Life seemed useless, but as I was the mother
of five children I could not give up.

T went to Dr. Olsen in Fortuna, Calif.
and asked him to break my neck over again
and try to release the nerves. He would
not do that and said that it was a miracle
that I was even alive.

In November, 1950, we moved back to
Whiteshoro, Okla., my home town, where
once 1 had been saved and had received the
baptism of the Holy Ghosh God began to
ceal with me again and I rededicated my life
to Him. He refilled me with the Holy
Ghost. T believed in healing but T had not
asked the Lord to heal my neck.

One night a lady in our church was healed,
and the Lord spoke to me that now was the
time. I asked them to pray for me and God
wonderfully healed my neck. I have not had
any pain in my neck or head. I have done all
my work, and all last spring and summer I did
a man’s work. My husband and I are both liv-
ing for God, and we are so happy.—Mrs,
Luella Wilson, Talihina, Okla.

(Endorsed by Pastor E. T. Glaze of W hites-
boro, Okla.)

IMPAIRED VISION

Some months ago I had an eye examina-
tion and the doctor advised me to be fitted
with glasses, as I was afflicted with astigma-
tism. Later prayer was offered for me imn a
meeting in Wayne, Michigan, conducted by
Evangelist Velmer Gardner (in August, 1951).
The next day the vision in my left eye
was greatly improved.

1 decided to have another eye examination.
My right eye had 20-30 vision and my left
eye 20-35, with myopic astigmatism,

The next evening while I was sitting in the
evangelistic meeting I felt a burning sensa-
tion come into my left eye and then my
right eye. T believe the Lord finished healing
my eyes at that moment.

Two days later T took a physical examina-
tion for West Point at Selfridge Field Air
Farce Base. The army doctors pronounced
my vision perfect, saying I had 20-20 vision
in each eye. Jesus Christ, the Great Physician,
touched my eyes and made them every whit
whole. Praise His wonderful name.—Ronald
C. Hudgens, 1055 Earl Blvd,, Ferndale 20,
Mich.

(Endorsed by Clinton L. Hudgens, Ronald’s
father.)

FRACTURED SKULL

On September 30, 1950, my six-year-old
boy fell from the roof of a corncrib which
was 15 or more feet high. He struck his
head on a large rock or log. Our family
physician said he had fractured his skull and
told me to take him to the hospital at once.

1 was frightened, but I knew that Jesus had
performed outstanding miracles of healing in
my own bady so I began to pray more earnest-
ly. As I passed a store I saw Brother Gowans,
our pastor, standing near the window. I
stopped and told him about my little Stephen’s
condition and asked him to come out to the
car. He laid his hands on 'him and prayed.
Immediately Stephen gained consciousness and
began to cry. He was instantly healed.

I had X rays taken according to the doc-
tor's orders, but the pictures showed no frac-
ture, much to his astonishment—Mrs. Myr-
tle Custer, Oakland, Md.

(Endorsed by Pastor George Gowans,
Cross, W. Va.)

CEREBRAL PALSY .

My son had cerebral palsy caused from his
skull not coming together. He had never
walked. When he tried to walk he would
drag his leg. The doctors said that if he ever
picked up that leg it would be a miracle.

He has been walking ever since he was
prayed for in the W. V. Grant meeting in
Dallas, Texas, last April. He does not drag
his leg. I took him back to the doctor, who
said there had been a miraculous change.—
Mrs., W. L. Henry, 5011 E. Bluebird Lane,
Dallas, Tex.

(Endorsed by
Dallas.)

Pastor H. C. Noah of

BURST EARDRUM AND SPINAL TROUBLE

I had a burst eardrum for fifteen years.
When I blew my nose, air came out my ear. [
also had trouble with my spine, and I had
lost my sense of balance. If I looked upward
or sideways I would lose my balance, stag-
ger and almost fall.

I attended a meeting in Dallas, Texas, in
April, 1951, conducted by Evangelist W. V.
Grant, I was prayed for and have had no
symptoms of these afflictions since. My spine
was healed, my sense of bataace restored,
and I can hear normally out of the ear that
was deaf—J. B. McDowell, 1031 Hendricks,
Dallas, Texas.

(Endorsed by Pastor H. C. Noah, Dallas,
Tex.)
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BLIND RIGHT EYE
I praise God for healing my eleven-year-

old son. Two doctors said that he would
never see out of his right eye, and that it
probably had been that way since birth.

Last May we attended a meeting in Ver-
non, Texas, which was conducted by Evangel-
ist Velmer J. Gardner. The evangelist pray-
ed for my son and the Lord instantly healed
him, so that he could count the fingers on
my hand. His vision is perfect—Mr. Charlie
E. Winters, Box 314, Blair, Okla.

(Pastor W, U, Stephens of Blair, Okla.,
endorsed this testimony.)

GALL STONES AND BRONCHIAL ASTHMA

I was very sick with gall stones. After be-
ing on a strict diet for seven years I be-
came very weak and had a very low blood
count. I was troubled with swollen glands,
and I had pains in my hands and fingers. I
could not peel vegetables or write a letter
without stopping. I would slap my hands
and hold them down after every vege-
table I peeled, to relieve the pain.

In November, 1950, some ladies asked me
to go to a meeting in Stroudsburg, Pa. I
went with them and after seeing the miracles
of healing that took place, I was ready to
seek the Lord myself. After Evangelist Wm.
A. Caldwell prayed for me, the gall bladder
pain was gone, and all the rest of my ailments
too. I have not had any trouble since. I
eat everything I want and 1 work without
any pain.

My seven-year-old son had bronchial asthma
shortly after birth, He had such bad spells
that we had to give him medicine and burn
powders to keep him breathing. After he
was prayed for he could breathe through his
nose for the first time since birth. Praise
the Lord for His wonderful work!—Mrs.
Clarence Kuhenbaker, Long Pond, Pa.

(Endorsed by Pastor Wm. H. Douglas,
Paradise Valley, Pa.)

February 10 Will Be
NATIONAL WMC DAY

First Annual Observance of Women’s Missionary Council
Day Scheduled for Next Sunday

In thousands of our assemblies the ex-
cellent missionary work of our Women's
Missionary Councils will be spotlighted next
Sunday, and an offering will be received for
the support of our national WMC office.
Special badges will be worn by members
and prospective members, bearing the national
WMC motto—We Minister as unto Christ.
An appropriate slogan for the day and
preceding week has been adopted. “WMC—

the heart of the church with missions at
heart.”
Thousands of pastors affirm that their

Women’s Missionary Council is the heart of
the church, and hundreds of missionaries
testify that their work has been expedited
and their burdens lightened by the faithful
services of WMC. The scope of WMC work
is  without limit, beginning at Jerusalem
(the local church and community) ; extend-
ing to Judea and Samaria (neighboring pio-
neer churches and outlying areas of the dis-
trict) ; and finally reaching out to the ut-
termost part of the earth (our foreign mis-
sion fields).

In each of these realms of service our
WMC members have made substantial con-
tributions to the success of the work through
their earnest prayers and their practical en-
deavors in meeting material needs. Pastors
know they can depend on their WMC mem-
bers to assist in visitation, keep the com-
missary stocked, and render special service

STRENGTH FOR SERVICE
To God and Country

You have sought for some practical remembrance to recognize and honor
the young men who have joined the armed forces. Here’s the perfect solu-

tion! A Book of Devotion that brings God into the daily
lives, thoughts, and actions of soldier, sailor, and marine.

The mission of this book is to inspire closer com-
munion between our fighting men and God. There is a
page for every day in the year. Each page consists of a
carefully chosen Bible -~election for suggested reading;
the topical theme for the day; the Scripture text; the
meditation, in some 300 unaffected words, concluding with

a simple, manly prayer.

Printed in clear legible type on thintext paper. Size
4x5 inches—to fit conveniently in the blouse pocket—with a

bulk of only 34 inch. Blue for Sailors. Khaki for soldiers

and marines.

reveereserennennene. 30 each; $5.50 for 12

When Ordering The Above Items Please Add 5% For Handling and Postage
GOSPEL PUBLISHING HOUSE Springfield I, Missouri

to the church and parsonage when oc-
casion arises, besides their faithful labor
in prayer. Pioneer home missionary efforts

have been established or greatly assisted by
WMC groups. In Georgia several churches
have been established on the pennies brought
in by the women of the district., From our
foreign missionaries there is a ceaseless flow
of expressions of gratitude for the benefits
they are receiving through the diligent work
of WMC. For example, this incident is re-
ported to us by Kenneth Short who recently
returned from a survey of our Far Eastern
mission fields:

“I have seen many WMC groups busy in
America preparing barrels for missionary use
in foreign lands. But it was a special thrill
to see the result of those barrels during
my recent visit to the Far East,

“North of the City of Manila in the
Philippines is a great mountaneous area
peopled by the most primitive tribes I have
vet seen. Although the cold winds whip the
mountain sides, the people have almost no
clothing. The men generally wear a scanty
G-string, and the women wrap only a small
piece of hand-woven material around their
hips. The children, of course, have nothing
to wear. Thus they manage to exist.

“It 1s into such areas that our missionaries
and national workers have gone with the
gospel. Theirs is a practical ministry, caring
for the bodies of the needy as well as their
souls. Up in the cold mountains and down
on the sweltering lowlands I have seen grate-
ful Christians, clothed by the gifts of used
apparel sent out by the ~ .7,

“In Tuding, a little cc.umunity in the
mountainous section of Norinern Luzon, we
held services for Mrs. Elva Vanderbout. There
was a fine crowd, and a spirit of deep con-
viction rested upon the people all through the
service. One of the many who responded to
the altar invitation was a young "lind man,
led by a little boy. The man was not only
blind; he was as filthy as he could be. His
hair was long and matted. It was probably
well inhabited, too. His body was of doubt-
ful color, caked with mud and dirt. What
little clothing clung to his body was in shreds.
But he came in his rags to the Lord of Life,
whe put a robe of righteousness around his
shoulders that night.

“The next night he came back to meeting,
and I could hardly believe what I saw! Qur
Christian young people had bathed him
thoroughly, cut his hair, and dressed him in
new cloths from a WMC barrel. What a
transformation! It didn’t matter that his
jacket was a lady’s navy blue jacket. No
one knew the difference. Even the child who
led him was as neat and clean as an Ameri-
can schoolboy. The rotting remnant of what
had once been a blanket was burned, and
in its place he was given a clean, warm com-
forter.

13



“l now come back to America once again
to say: ‘More power to the consecrated
women of the WMC!"”

Mrs. Vanderbout, the missionary, also ex-
presses her gratitude: “God bless the WMC's!
I'll tell you frankly, if it were not for them
I would not be able to keep the fourteen boys
and girls that I have here at our mission
station. The only clothing they have is what
we receive from you precious women at
home."”

Thousands of dollars for missionaries’ out-
fits, special equipment to expedite their work,
needs of their mission stations or Bible
Schools, and actually tons of canned and
dried foods for missionary families and cloth-
ing for the poor are given annually by WMC
groups, With our national WMC office now
in operation to synchronize the work of the
women with the needs of the missionaries,
it is expected that the accomplishments of
WMC will reach a new high in 1952,

CHRISTIAN COMPASSION

I am amazed how easily I become callous.
We can never heal the need we do not feel.
Tearless hearts can never be heralds of the
passion. We must bleed if we would be minis-
ters of the saving Blood—]. H. Jowett.

NEWS ‘

WITH CHRIST

LAWRENCE A. FORDHAM of Van Buren,
Ark, went to be with the Lord recently, at the
age of 64, Brother Fordham was ordained in
1927.

ARTHUR F. JOHNSON of Aransas Pass,
Tex. went to his heavenly reward recently.
Brother Johnson was 77 years of age. He was
ordained in 1923 and retired several years ago.
He did pioneer work in Texas in the early days.

AMONG THE ASSEMBLIES

KANSAS CITY, MO.—We had one of the
greatest meetmga our church has ever enjoyed
under the ministry of Evangelist and Mrs.
George Young. Brother Young has a Holy
Ghost anointed ministry both in preaching the
Word and in song. Souls were saved in almost
every service, Many backsliders came back to
God, sick bodies were healed, and a number
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The
church was built up in every way. Several came
into the church, and a goodly number are await-
ing water baptism.—Grace J. Clow, Pastor,
Bethel Tabernacle.

GREENFIELD, MO.—We have been receiv-
ing many spiritual blessings at the Glad Tid-
ings Assembly. Last August J. R. Vest was
elected as pastor. The first Sunday night he
was here, seven were saved. He started a re-
vival the next Thursday night and souls were
saved. Brother Vest's son, Julius, who is also a
minister, is working with the young poople We
now have a large group of C. A.s of high-
school age, and most of them are filled with
the Holy Ghost.

Sister Vest is also a minister and she gave
us a two-week Bible study which was very suc-
cessful. God is really moving in our little
church. Twenty-four have been saved and six
filled with the Holy Ghost since Brother Vest
came. Several have been healed. One little
girl was miraculously healed of polio and a lady
was healed of heart trouble.—Alice Spicer,
Church Secretary.
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MT. HOOD, OREG.—Evangelists Frederick
and Sarah Byers were with us for ten nights.
Seven were saved and 19 received the baptism of
the Holy Ghost, including several high-school
girls, The church was helped in every way by
Sister Byers' messages from God’s Word.—Ear!
Hollis, Pastor.

WACO, TEX.—We had a three week meet-
ing with Evangelist Herbert H. Leonard last
Fall. God blessed in a wonderful way. Souls
were saved, some were filled with the Holy
Ghost, and others were refilled. There were
also a numbr of outstanding healings.

One young man had a broken neck from
a car wreck. He was wearing a brace from
his waist to his head. He was prayed for and
the Lord healed him. The next day the doctor
removed the brace and said he had a new bone
in his neck and no longer needed the brace.

Another man whose feet and ankles were
swollen and who was in pain was healed and
the swelling left immediately. An elderly lady
was healed of a swelling in her mouth after
having it for some time. We are thankful to
the Lord for the ministry of Brother Leonard.
—W. A. Edwards, Calvary Assembly of God.

PERU, IND., Dec. 27—An old-time Holy
Ghost revival has broken out in our church.
Six have been saved and ten have received the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. At the close of our
Christmas program I gave a short message and
an altar call. Two men and two women came
to the altar and wept their way through to sal-
vation,

The Pentecostal message had not ‘been
preached here until three years ago. Sister Stants
and I came here and bought a building and re-
modeled it into a church and living quarters.
God has been with us from the wery first
service. The Sunday School is now averaging
around 75 and we are expecting to pass the
hundred mark soon. We extend an invitation
to all the brethren passing through.—Calvin
Stants, Pastor.

LONGVIEW, TEX.—We had one of the
best meetings in the history of the church with
Evangelist and Mrs. J. E. Hart of Fort Worth,
Tex. During the meeting we were having the
Sunday School rooms remodeled and space
was limited, but we broke all records in Sunday
School attendance. We have held a higher
average since then than we have ever had.

One of the carpenters on the building was
saved. Later he was baptized in water, and he
and his father, the contractor, came into the
church,

Every department of our church carries on a
full missionary program. We believe that Christ
blesses us in order that we may send out His
Word.

D. E. Ferguson has been our pastor for over
eight years. Under his ministry we have paid
off the original note on the church, bought a
new parsonage, remodeled a six-room buﬂdmg
into a sixteen-room Sunday School building, in-
stalled a new heating system, and added a bap-
tistery.—Mrs. J. D. Parkerson, S.S. Secretary-
Treasurer, First Assembly of God.

COMING MEETINGS

Notices must reach us three weeks in advance,
due to the fact that the Evangel is made up 18
days before the date which appears upon it.
Dates of meeting must be given. Meetings in
progress will not be announced unless they
continue beyond the date of publication,

ALTON, MO.—Assembly of God, Feb, 3—
24; Evangelist O. E. Garner, Essex, Mo.—by
R. C. Pickney, Pastor.

SIMCOE, ONT., CANADA—Jan. 29—Feb.
10; Evangelist and Mrs. F. R. Davidson, Brim-
son, Mo. (Loyd H. Johnston is Pastor.)

PITTSBURG, KANS.—Meeting in progress;
Evangelists O. E. and Hallie Gaddis, Arkansas
City, Kans. (Charles Peak is Pastor.)

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX.—First Assembly
of God, Feb. 10—24; Evangelist George Hayes,
Houston, Tex.—by Warren J. Piersol, Pastor.

RAPID CITY, S. DAK.—First Assembly of
God, meeting in progress; Evangelist and Mrs.
Harry Walker, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. (Bernard
Ridings is Pastor.)

OGDEN, UTAH-—First Assembly of God,
469-29th St., Feb. 5—10; Jimmy Adams Evan-
gelistic Party. (D. G. Lewis is Pastor.)

OCALA, FLA.—Jan. 29—;
Harthern of England.—by
Pastor.

COLON, MICH.—Assembly of God, Jan.
27—; Evangelist Mel Jennings, former army
chaplain—by Argus L. Kent, Pastor.

:]AL. N. MEX.—Assembly of God, Jan. 29—;
Evangelist M. E. Parlotz, Quincy, Ill. (James
H. Black is Pastor.)

REEDLEY, CALIF.—Full
nacle, 12th and E. St, Feb., 12—; Evangelist
Irl J. Walker. (A. H. Drake is Pastor.)

ESCALON, CALIF.—Assembly of God, Feb.
3—; Evangelist Kathleen L. Belknap, Chinook,
Wash.—by William H. Reeve, Pastor.

JOLIET, ILL.—Full Gospel Church, Feb.
5—17; Evangelist-'W. M, Stevens, Denver, Colo.

Evangelist Charles
Charles S. Brown,

Gospel Taber-

—by Allan G. Snider, Pastor.
SALEM, N. J.—Pentecostal Church, 322
Grant St., Feb. 5—17 or longer; Evangelist

C. C. Garrett.—by Parker B, Hayes, Pastor.

FORT SMITH, ARK.—First Assembly, Feb.
24—; Evangelist Velmer Gardner, Springfield,
Mo. (B. Owen Oslin is Pastor,)

LOS ANGELES, CALIF.—Bethel Temple,
1250 Bellevue Ave., Feb. 10—24; Evangelist
John W. Follette.—by Louis F. Turnbull, Pastor.

OROVILLE, WASH.—Assembly of God,
meeting in progress; Evangelists James and
Maurine Isaacs. (A. E. Lofdahl is Pastor.)

WICHITA, KANS.—First Assembly, meeting
in progress; Evangelists Cordelia Donnell and
Mildred Holler. (R. R. Morrison is Pastor.)

HAZLETON, PA.—Faith Assembly of God,
Locust and 14th Sts, Feb. 3—; Evangelist
Stanley Karol, Linden, N. J.—by William A.
Caldwell, Pastor.

EUGENE, OREG.—Assembly of God, 710
13th Ave. W., Feb. 3—; Ewvangelist and Mrs.
J. F. Pepper, Findlay, Dhlo (E. Elsworth
Krogstad is Pastor.)

SYLACAUGA, ALA —Sunday School Course
and revival, Feb, 10—24; A, T. Hickman,
teacher and evangelist. All Pentecostal churches
co-operating.—by E. B. Carter, Pastor.

BRIDGETON, N. J—Full Gospel Church
Feb. 19—Mar. 2; Evangelist Earla McKinley,
Kansas City, Mo. and Mrs. Lois McWilliams
of Texas.—by Roy N. Jacobsen, Pastor.

HOBERT, OKLA.—Feb. 3—17 or longer;
Evangelist and Mrs, R. E. Lister. (Frank T.
Postelle is Pastor.)

INDEPENDENCE, KANS.—City-wide meet-
ing, Memorial Hall, Jan. 28—Feb. 11; Evan-
gelist Jack Coe.—by H. C. Humphrey, Pastor.

PANAMA CITY, FLA—Millville Assembly,
meeting in progress; Ewvangelist Fred Brand,
St. Louis, Mo.—by Wiley T. Davis, Pastor.

ATLANTA, TEX.—First Assembly, 135 Tay-
lor, Feb. 4—17 or longer; Evangelist Clifford
Woodrick, Meridian, Miss.—by A. W. Walker,
Pastor.

JOPLIN, MO.—Faith Assembly of God, meet-
ing in progress; Evangelists Smith and Rogers,
Granite City, Ill.—by A. L. Todd, Pastor.

TUOLUMNE, CALIF.—Bethel Tabernacle,
Feb. 3—; youth meeting with Evangelist Austin
Shelton.—by Leslie A. Lewis, Pastor.

NORTH TROY, N. Y.—Assembly of God,
736 Third Ave., meeting in progress; Evangelist
Rudy Cerullo, Philadelphia Pa.—by David Gar-
lock, Pastor.

MATTOON, ILL.—Assembly of Geod, 11th
and Prairie Sts., meeting in progress; the Musi-
cal Vander Ploegs, Toledo, Ohio.—by M. R.
Searles, Pastor.

AMERICAN FALLS, IDAHO—Assembly of
God, meeting in progress; Evangelist Bennie R.
Harris, Loveland, Colo. (Martin Dormier is
Pastor.)

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—Pentecostal Church of
Qur Lord, 390 Belmont Ave, Jan. 27—Feb,
10; Evangelist and Mrs. Paul Graban—by T.
Holovanchuk, Pastor.



Honor the ARisen (Chust
EASTER SERVICES FOR EVERY CHURCH

The Easter Services we offer this year represent the best. Some require little prac-

tice; others are more difficult, meeting the requirements of larger churches.

What-

ever your need, your program committee will experience no difficulty in finding the

program your church will enjoy.
to place your order early.

EASTER TREASURY NO. 55
booklet

ercises, dialogs,

This contains recitations, ex

acrostics, drills, which have

been divided into sections for the Primary,
Junior, and senior.
30 EV 9954 . 35 cents

GLORIOUS EASTER

Written by Haldor Lillenas, this completc
service will meet the needs of a large num-
ber of church schools for a beautiful easy
program.

30 EV 9958 . 10c each; $1.00 for 12

DARKNESS CAME BEFORE DAWN

A pageant for the Easter
traving events surrounding the Crucifixion,
such as Peter's denial, Pilate and the mob.

30 EV 9961

season pro-

. 25 cents

THE DAY DIVINE

Something new in songs and recitations,
exalting the true FEaster message, for use
by the whole school.

-EV- 90600 ... 10c each; $1.00 for 12

THE SONG OF VICTORY

A service with 11 new songs, recitations
and acrostics for children and
responsive reading for teacher and class

30 EV 8955 ...

various

12 cents

EASTER PROGRAM BOOK NO. 4

Brand-new Resurrection Day program
materials—songs, Scripture readings, pla
lets, poems adults, and miscellaneous
recitations.

30 EV 9949 35 cents

EASTER PROGRAM BUILDER NO. 3

A S6-page program builder booklet whicl

contains recitations and  exercises

SONEs,

which have been divided into age groups
1or easy assignment.
30 EV 9947 35 cents

THE EASTER GARDEN

A new cantata-pageant calling for adult
singers and children. Excellent for Seniors
and Juniors or Adults and Sunday School
children.

30 EV-9950 ... 40 cents

GLORIOUS EASTER DAY

\ lively service featuring ten new songs

about the glorious Easter Day, with two
recitations written about each song.
30 EV 9957 12 cents

EASTER TREASURY NO. 54

Songs, tahleaux,

pantomimes, and

recitations, pageants,

drills, acrostics, dialogs

divided for Primaries, Juniors, Semors,

30 EV 9953

... 35 cents

Stock on these Services is limited; we advise you

EASTER LIGHT

\ new fifteen-page booklet t tains
= 1 tan d 1 wil
cet the necd of church schools for a sud
cessiul program,
30 EV 9951 12 cents

EASTER ALLELUIAS

Contains 10 songs, recita S
reathimmes, and exercises whiel '
usual and charming, with appeal tor al
30 EV 9964 15 cents

EASTER SUGGESTION BOOK NO. 11

2 pages o clected  poe N ¢
| | intomn L a 1 1
eants, and several appropriate Laster s
30 EV 9948 35 cents

EASTER TREASURY NO. 53

\ good selection of Easter =ongs, but
composed mostly of motion exercises, drills,
dialogs for children of all ages
30 EV 9952 35 cents

EASTER BOOK NO. 3

\ 32-page collection of intercsting ma
terial for an impressive Laster service, In
cludes two easy-to-produce plays
30 EV 9946 35 cents

When Ordering The Above Items Please Add 5% For Handling and Postage

ORDER BY NUMBER AND TITLE
GOSPEL PUBLISHING HOUSE

Springficld I, Missouri
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- EANSTER GREETING CARDS

‘ With Scripture Texts

[ The beauty and reverence of these folders

lease your friends. TEN

lovely “Sunshine Line” Easter folders featuring wrative floral arrange-
SOUTH FLORIDA DISTRICT COUNCIL— | .. o~ ° " R T i et T o I T I
Lake Bonny Bible Camp Auditorium, Lakeland, ments, l‘rhl'lt 'Y “]:r‘]‘ other East [. 2 """‘ Four 3 _“-/’ ae Ilixe 1“1'1' rs
Fla., Feb. 12—13; Bert Webb, guest speaker. | boast sparkling gold color metallic underlavs or colorful matching ribhons.
COL 95 Sy, 4, RARHRH SHipwrpitandant,) { The friendly Christ-honoring sentiments are accompanied by appropriate
WEST PALM BEACH, FLA.—Narcissus Ave. \ Seripture texts. A real 70 cent value. With matching envelops,
Auditorium, salvation and healing campaign, |
Feb. 10—24 or longer; Evangelist Dan Norton | 30 EV 9982 i £l g MLk A s T i : . 80 cents.

and party.—by D. J. Haidt, Pastor, West Gate |
Assembly. |

WETUMEKA, OKLA.—Sectional Council, Feb.
11—13; Raymond White, National 5. S. Rep- |
resentative, to speak at special Sunday School |
service. (L. B. Keener is District S. S. Director.) ‘

CORRECTION-—Tennessde District Mid-win-
ter Bible Conference—First Assembly, Dyers-
burg, Tenn., Feb. 5—7. Gayle F. Lewis, guest
speaker (not Wilfred A. Brown as previously |
announced.) Day services for ministers and
their wives; evangelistic services at night. Earl
Weech is host pastor. Superintendent W. G.
White in charge.—by H. E. Darnell, District
Secretary-Treasurer.

GEORGIA DISTRICT SECTIONAL COUN-
CILS—Southeast Section, South Newport, Jan.
31—Feb. 1; South Central Section, Moultrie,
Feb. 5—6; Southwest Section, Dawson, Feb. |
7—8; East Central Section, Augusta (Lake-
view), Feb, 12—13; Central Section, Macon
(Houston), Feb., 14—15; West Central Section,
Columbus (North Highland), Feb. 19—20;
Northwest Section, Atlanta (Grant Park), Feb.
21—22.—by R. C. Jones, District Superin-
tendent.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT
COUNCIL—Full Gospel Tabernacle, Bakers-
field, Calif., Feb. 6—8. Credentials Com-
mittee will meet 10 a.m. Tues, Feb., 5, and
continue all day. There will be an election of
officers, Evening speakers: K. M. Haystead,
Arthur Arnold, and M. Luther Davidson. Con-
vention will close with ordination service Fri,,
2:30 p.m.; L. F. Turnbull, speaker. Superintend-
ent F. C. Woodworth in charge. C. M. Ward,
host pastor,

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT SEC-
TIONAL S. S. CONFERENCES—Feb, 4—15.
H. Paul Holdridge, Albuguerque, N. Mex., main
speaker. Services 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. at each
conference.

Metropolitan Section, Denver, Feb. 4; North
East Section, Sterling, Feb. 5; Northern Colo-
rado Section, Fort Collins, Feb. 6; San
Luis Section, Salida, Feb. 7; South Western
Slope, Durango, Feb., 8; Utah Section, Provo,
Feb. 11; Central Western Slope, Delta, Feb. 12;
North Western Slope, Meeker, Feb. 13; Southern
Colorado Section, Colorade Springs, Feb. 15.—
by William W. Brandt, District 5. S. Director.

OKLAHOMA SECTIONAL COUNCILS—
Section 2, Feb. 4—6, Poteau; Section 3, Feb.
6—8, Wright City; Section 6, Feb. 11—13,
Wetumka; Section 4, Feb. 13—15, Muskogee,
First Assembly; Section 10, Feb. 18—20, Dun-
can, First Assembly; Section 7, Feb. 20—22,
Ardmore, Lighthouse Assembly; Section 9, Mar.
3—35, Oklahoma City, Grace Assembly; Section
12, Mar. 5—7, Altus; Section 5, Mar. 10—12,
Broken Arrow; Section 1, Mar. 12—14, Miami,
First Assembly; Section 11, Apr. 7—9, Wood-

ward; Section 8, Apr. 9—11, Enid, Gospel : EASTER IS APRIL 13

Tabernacle,

First service in each section, C. A. Rally, i .
30" Tont: Mrhis fhecond. day st 9130 £ This is your opportunity to earn extra money for your personal use or

2 and 7330 pan; thied day at 9:30 em. end | some church project. Many C. A. societies or Sunday School classes sell

p‘m. action o sectiona officers 1n closing . - . .

SSTUIES | My it rars Aicicn: tisionary | DABLEP greeting carc!s as a group project and use t'heu:- proflt‘to purchase

speaker in most sections. a lovely gift for their church or pastor. If you are interested in the Agent
Those applying for license or exhorter permit 1 B 1 epartme e ishin e

B e s Of SRS B T prite list, write the Sales Department, Gospel Publishing House.

tional Councils. Licensed and exhorter must fill i .

out renewal blank and turn in to their respec- | YWhen Ordering the Above Item Please Add 5% For Handling and Postage

tive sections. For further information write V. H.

Ray, District Secretary-Treasurer, or Robert E.

S et Supetintendent, P. 0. Box | GOSPEL PUBLISHING HOUSE  Springfield I, Missouri
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