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Bob Harrison knows what it was hke to grow up In 
an African American home before the CiVil Rights 
Movement. But struggles In his youth helped him 
achieve an international ministry through the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association , Assemblies of 
God, and other ministries. By Glenn Gohr 

Before the 20 th-century Pentecostal revival , A. B. 
Simpson said that the C&MA "stands for an absolute 
faith in supernatural things and a supernatural God .~ 

Here is a look at other C&MA pioneers who shared 
Simpson's views and experienced their own 
Pentecost. By Paul L. King 

Hart Armstrong was a man of many talents. one of 
which was editor of the Church School Literature 
Department, 1946-53. In this article he reminisces 
about his ministry of publishing the Good News. 

E. Glenn Snook's lifelong passion was to build 
churches and reach people with the gospel. During 
60 years of ministry, he built six churches debt-free 
and led hundreds to Christ. By Em Snook 

Heritage Letter 

Recent Vistors 

Testimony Time 

Archives Acti vities 

From Our Readers 

The Assemblies of God Heritage is a history magazine committed 10 telling Ihe 
unique story of the Assemblies of God and the Pentecostat movement Each 
issue aims to promote understanding and appreCIahon with a variety of tOPICS 

and historic photos, most of which are archived in the 
Flower Pentecostal Hentage Center. 

Cover: Evangelist Bob Harrison, 1964. 
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Robert Hankins Makes a Difference 
In " The Bootleg Capital " of Texas 

By Wayne Warner 

One of Ihe joys of my Job 1', [0 pull 
out II ~lOry of someone \\ ho h"., made II 

difference during tilclr Ilfcl1lnc. Robert 
QUI1110n Ilan l\1n~ (1900-1955) \' as one 

of Ihc~c e\en though he was 30 years 
ol d bcfon: he came 10 fauh In Chri s!. 

We"1I start our :-,tory in 1958 at a 
TC'\;JS Phil lips Petroleum plant \\hen II 
.'occu rity guard overheard /3. 13. Ilankins. 
an Assemblies of God mini:.tcr, and 
another man talking. The guard 
approached the IWO and asked Hankins 
whether he \\as related 10 Ihe laIC Robert 
Q. J lankl1lS. a pioneering paStor in 
Freestone Coullty during the Great 
Do..: prcss ioll . "l ie was my father:' 
I lankin :. answered proudly. 

The guard ickmificd himself as 
Jack Glass. fonllcrly 11 deput y sherin" in 
the cOunly during the period . "Rober! 
I l ankin ~ did more to c lea n o ut the 
bootlegging in that county than they eve r 
could by the mdhods of Ihe law:' Glass 
sialed. 

And from what we have gathered. 
Gla ss wa~ onc of many who c redited 
Hankin s with cleaning up Freestonc 
Count y. the "l3oolleg Capital of Texas:' 
This was the same Robert Hankins who 
in 1933 gave up a secure accounting 
position with a Dallas com pany to move 
h i!. family 10 the back of an abandoned 
rural school building in the Young 
community. 

Il ankins' 1930s mcthod was simplc 
mId di(1l1'1 require a lot of psychological 
he lp and alcoholic abuse counseling. He 
preached a powerful gospel message in 
Ihi s rural community, somc 75 miles SE 
of Dallas, and expected Ihe Lord to do 
I he res\. 

Men and women repented, broke up 
Iheir priv:uc illegal liquor slill s. gOI thei r 
families ilwolved inlhc church, and went 
Olll looking for a new line of work. If 
Hankins and his Oelhel Church 
congregation were around today, he no 
doubt would lovingly go aner lllen and 
women caught up in the huge illegal 
melh industry. And he would have a few 
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Robert and Rachel Hankins 

former bootleggers by his side. 
Ilen.::·s the resl of the story. 
COllverts from Ihe Youn g 

com munity during the Great Depression 
arc ei ther elde rly or with the Lord now. 
Out many of their de~ce ndant s ha\ e 
followed the Lord ;111<) arc faithfully 
se rving J lim. 

And today the si mple church 
building. which Ilankins and members 
sacrificially built. is part ofthc Freestone 
Coullty museU11l complex in Fairficld, 
Tex as. Robert and Rachcl Hankin s 
would nevcr live to sec it. but vis itors to 
the county scat not only walk through the 
building. but they al so arc rcminded by 
artifact s. photos. and document s of a 
dedicated couplc's contribution to 
society and the Kingdom. A filling 
marker on the building is a before-and­
aftcr picture of the Young community as 
quotcd from Romans 5:20: "Where Sill 
abounded. grace did much morc 
abound." 

The pioneer preachcr ca!1ed to the 
Young community was the second child 
born to Charles and I lattie Ilankins in 
Tccumseh, Oklahoma. June 28. 1900. 
Tecumseh was a city born ovcrnight as a 
result of the ];lIld run in 189 L and it 
received it s name from the famous 
Shawnee chief. Tecu11lseh. Robert Hnd 

his brother David could ha\c gro\\ n up 
in Ihis city ~011le 42 miles ea~t of 
Oklahoma City, but thei r fMher's <leHth in 
1911 changed all of thaI. 

lI attlc I [ankins mO\ed hcr two sons 
to Streelman. Tcxas. not far from whcre 
Robert \\a s destined to plant a 
PelllecoSlal church 22 years later. Mrs. 
Hank ins e\entually mo\cd to the Young 
community \\here the boys all cndcd 
school. 

l3ut a lot \\ould happen between 
1911 and 1933. 

Choosing not 10 tell his mother of 
his plans. Robert joined Ihe army and 
seT\ed during World War I When he 
returned after Ihe \\ar. he st udied al 

Kil gore Business Coll ege and Texas " & 
M. Whil e he \\as employed at En ni s. 
Texas. he met and married Ra chel 
Muirhead in 1922. 

A move 10 Corsicana and then to 
Dallas helped Robert and Rachel climb 
the economic laddcr. But Rac hel 
became concerned abOUI her husband's 
sc rious drinking problem. In the 
meantime. Robert's mother Hallie 
seemed to "go ofr of the deep end:' She 
began to attend the Full Gospel Church 
at Peak and Garland Streets whosc pa stor 
was the legendary Albert 011. Then 
Rachel joincd her mother-i n-law at th e 
church. 

Because lIattie was suffe ring from 
an illness. she askcd the church to pray 
for her. They prayed. and Ilattie was 
healed. Not only that. she was baptized 
in the Iloly Spirit. 

Hattie's experience would change 
her son's destiny and Ihat of the Young 
community. And il continues to pay 
spiritual dividends more than 70 years 
later. 

Now the two wOlllen encouraged 
the materialistic Robert to a\lend a 
service. I Ie agree(L not knowltlg what 
was in Store fo r him. For in that servi cc 
in 1930 he comillilled his life to Christ. 
was delivered from alcohol and tobacco. 
baptizcd in the Holy Spirit. and called 



i11l0 thc ministry. 
lie receivcd a full package in one 

sen icc! 
Ilaving a good sccular educ:llion. 

Ilankins now began searching the 
Scriptures with the assistance of pastors 
Albert 011 ,Ind Stacy Barham. and 
through classes at Dallas l3ible Institutc. 

The old Texas Di strict of thc 
Assemblies of God recogni/ed his call 
and licensed him. but the bad l1e\IS is 
th,1I there were no churches opcn for him 
to pastor. lie would have to start his 
own. 

Then hc thought about his old 
friends back at Freestone County. 
Several were making and sci ling illegal 
whiskey. Bootleggers. Ihey wcrc 
dubbed. Some were in prison. Ilankins' 
daughter. Jean Kelley. captured the 
emotion her father expericnccd \Vhcn she 
wrote. ··He had a burning desire to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. and how 
it had completely changed his lifc:· 

Hankins now turned his eyes 
toward the Young community and prayed 
that God would usc him to start a church. 
But the timing seel11ed way off. It was 
the spring of 1933. Preside11l Roosevelt 
had just been inaugurated. The Great 
Depression was 011 . lind millions were 
out of work. Il ankins had a good job. 
and now he was going to leave it. load 
his family in a Whippet ca r and rcturn to 
the COIlHlllllli lY of his youth to plant a 
church- with no promise of income and 

no place 10 li\e 
The firs t home for the Ilankills 

family lIas in the back of the Iliekory 
Grovc schoolhouse. II hich had neither 
electricit) nor running Ilater. Ila nkllls 
had no church building. so he conducted 
services In the homes of people 
sympathetic to his vision. Later he sct up 
a brush arbor betwcen the SdlOolholise 
and the Jameson Cemetery.· 

The cri tics who challenged his 
Pentecostal beliefs and practices Ilcre 
many. It would hale been eas) for 
lIankins 10 return to Dallas. for hi" 
former cmployer made two trips to the 
Young con1l11llllity trying to gct him to 
return. But Ilank ins was in Young for the 
long haul. 

The first of many conlel"lS lIas 12-
year-old Mary Jcl\el Gordon bringing 
to lifc Ihe Bibli cal lruth. "A chi ld slwll 
lead them:' Mary's mother was alTIieted 
wilh T I3. but lIankins belie\ed God 
could heal her if they prayed and 
believed. Indeed. Mrs. Gordon \Ias 
he:tled and c011lerted. 

The transformation of !he Young 
conlillunity was rolling and hadjuslnow 
shifted inlO second gear. 

But the question in 1933 could hal e 
been asked whether God cou ld convert a 
boollegger. After Jani e iv1ctzgar began 
allending the church. shc and the church 
prayed for her husband William. one of 
the area's bootleggers. This son of 
Jewish immigranls from Germany was 

The five men in thi s late 1930s 
group photo at the Bethel Assembly 
of God were bootleggers in the 
Young community before they were 
converted during the Great 
Depression. Fro m the left, Pete 
Myers, Travis and Lura Bess Myers , 
Mary Jewel Gordon , Sim Gordon, 
Toby Gordon (looking left) . Linnie 
Gordon , Freddie Grant (i n back). 
Arabelle Cowan (looking left). 
William Metzgar (in back) , and Janie 
Metzgar (partially hidden ). The 
children at lower right (I-r) are Sim 
Gordon , Jr., Fannie Gordon , Billy 
Jack Metzgar (front ), and Billy Bob 
Hankins . 

C01\\ ~rted. and he and Janie dCI·oled the 
rc~1 "fthcir 1i\C~ to mb~IOn., and ",en IIlg 

other~. 

Their ;.011. Robert r..1cllgar. \Iho 
lIas lIamed after Robcn ll:tnkllls. 
ml1li~tercd \Iltlt Youth Wi!h a r.. 11".,ioll. 
1);11 id Wilker;.on. and II ith ml<;Slonane~ 
Walter and Elslc KornelsclI in Africa. 
For the past 30 years he ha" produced 
country alld gospel recording.,. The 
Country Music industr) knoll" Robcrt 
Mel/gar as C(j\hho.\" magallnc\ 
Producer of the YeHl" !hree yea r" In 
succession and :I" a lllembl!r of tlte 
Independcnt Producer'" ! lall of FlIIllC. 

Anothcr eomert \Ia" Les Tid\\eli. a 
lI"ell driller. Ilho lIas doing:1 Job al the 
pnrsonage. which I\a" 11.:-.;t door to Ihe 
church. Each morning II hen llan kin;. 
\Ialked to the church for his prayer tim~. 
Tidwell I\ould loay. "Pray for me. 
preacher:· Of cour"e. llank in:. prayed: 
and before the \Iell w"" completed. 
Tidwell had come to failh in Chris\. 111" 
childn:n toda) arc imolled in ("hrisuan 
work all beeau;.e a preacher "toppcd to 
pray for a \Iell driller 7 declldes ago. 

Many others were cOlllerted. and 
the area took notice. Pcopl e \\ould drilC 
from miles around 10 altend the 
meetings. Somc nOll-Pentecostal 
belicvers who 1Iitended the exciting 
Saturday night services and were 
baptil.:ed in thc 1I 0ly Spiri t II ere 
summarily asked to leave their churches. 

(Continued on p. 31) 
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The Story of 
Evangelist 
Bob Harrison 
By Glenn Gohr 

I
n prescnllIlg the Id'C of a Tllall lI!..c Bob lIarri ... on. It • .., 
hard 10 kno\\ \\ here 10 bcgm. lie 1m ... a rich hCfllagl.! 

and a colorful bat:kgroulld. " hrough the prO\ It\cnr.:c of 
God. his fOol:.tcps took him to many places \\ ilh 
:.omc din' jeu!\ situa t ions. and othe r position .. of 

influence. Although he c'pcricnccd (hscouragc!ll\'!llts and \\ hat 
seemed like delays. he became the Tllall oflh!.! hour "for ,>uch a 
tnnc " ... this" in the Kingdom arGod. Looking back on a hl'i: 
cOllllllincd 10 Christ. he has no rcgrCh. bCCathC mOl,l oflll ... llf~ 
has bCl!1l devoted !O ministry. 

In his book. Whel/ God nln /J/od. I larn"oll n.:counh that 
he ha ... had man) thing ... going for him IlHhlcai talent. hemg a 
college athlete. and an outgoing pcrsOnahl). and \\hal he call ... 
"extraordinary physical cncrg) and dri\ c ami pcr-.c\ crance ." 
~Io!-t of aiL he i~ thankful thai hc \\a-.; brought up in a god]). 
10\ ing home Ihal pro!ccted him from many traum;lS \dlll:h 
other AIi'ican Amcricans ha\c sufTcn:d .1 

Overcoming Barriers 
lIarrison has ah\a) s had a burdcn for thc Afncan 

Amcrican peoplc and the \ariOlh slrugglc~ Ihc) ha\c had to 
0\crC01l1c. Ilc \\ctu through ~trugglc~ hll11<;clf. In Amcrican 
socic!y blacks h:1\c had a dilTicul1 time bcing accepted. And 
the samc is IruC for the church. There ha ... bccn prejudice from 
bOlh sidc.... lIis parcnh dId their be ... 1 to raise Bob III an 
unbia .... cd atmospherc. They cmpha..,l/ed heroes from black 
histor) \\ ho had madc ..,omclhing of theIr 11\ cs and encouraged 
him 10 1110\e pasl any fru-.;tralion. To \\ipe out prejudice. they 
would say. "Chri.sti;ms arc Christians abmc e\crYlhing elsc." 
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Growing up, hc beli eved thcre were no racial barricr~ in the 
church. li e was over 20 years old beforc he rca li/cd therc 
wns dispari ty in the ehurch as well. 

The fir:;t hint of a proble m of prcj udice in the church 
came whcn hc began thinkmg about attcnding a Ch ris tian 
co llege. J Ie attcnded many Youth For Christ meetings in 
San Francisco during World War I I. Many of the Icadcrs at 
these meetings had attcnded Bob Jones University. llc 
hcard the namc of that school o rten. So hc purposed 10 

allcnd Bob Joncs Univcrsi ty in SOLLth Carolina. But when 
he wrote to the sc hool about enrollme nt. he received thi~ 

rationali/e that Bob Joncs was located in the Decp South. so 
it had more pn:judiccs to deal \\ ilh. 13esides it did not cl;lim 
to be Pentecostal. lie thought surely he would lunc a 
favorablc \\c!colTle if he applied to Bethany. a Spi rit-filled 

school. 

His Bac kg ro und 
Born January 23. 1928. in San Francisco. Robert 

Lmmanucl " Bob" I larri son. was the son of EmnxHluci 
Augustus and Leona (SehaelTer) Ilarrison. In his format ive 
years he was g reatly innuenced by his parents and by hi s 

grandmother. Corne lia Jones Robe rt son, 
who had been an A711sa Street 
participant and a close associate of 
Maria Woodwo rth- Eller and Aimee 
Semple Mc Pherso n. \ lli s grandmother 
was one ofthc first blacks to be ordained 
by the Assemblies orGod, She founded 
and pas tored Emmanuel Pentecostal 
Church and J [ouse of Prayer in San 
Franc isco for more than 30 ycars and 
established a mi ss ion in the nearby 
Barbary CO<lst ;Ire<l. 130b"s parents met 
and were married at hi s grandmother's 
church. 

Assemblies of God miSSionary to Senegal, Dave Wakefie ld, second 
from right, with Bob Harrison (left) and a new convert, Joseph Batista, 
in a 1965 meeting in Dakar. 

Although lI arrison g rew up in a 
Christian home. hi s fathe r took lillie 
intere~t in his childhood and young adult 
ac ti vities. Ili s mother noticed lI1us ical 
talent in her SO il and sacrificed by 
working seve ral jobs in order that he 
could t<lke piano lessons. lie could play 
by car. but she wanted him 10 be able \0 

read music and be a solid Illllsici<ln. She 
also madc surc that Bob and his s ister 
swelicd hard in school. Harri son rel at cs 

reply: "Under no circumstances will we accept a black as a 
student at Bob Joncs University."z 

that hi s mother had many conferenccs 
with hi s tC<lchers. Once when her chi ldren arri vcd home 
wi th no homework or books. she spoke 10 his tC<lcher and 

Because of the color of his skin, he was 
rejected for enrollment at Bob Jones University 
and as a minister in the Assemblies of God. 

lie was stunned and shocked. It had never dawned on 
him that therc was a color line in evangelical circles. After 
receiving that crushing blow, Harrison thought that maybe 
he shou ld attend a school c lose r to home. He attended an 
independent ehurch that had leanings toward the Assemblics 
of God and Bethany Bible College was nearby. His 
grandmother al so knew the school president. He began to 
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said. "[ don't care if you don 't have books or homework for 
anyone in the class, I want my kids to have a good 
education .... So please send them homework:'" 

Although his parents wanted him \0 attain a co llege 
education. Harrison could see no future in education. so he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army. He served from 1946-1947. 
During that time. he did a lot of soul-searching. Fortunately, 



he \\as able to JOIIl the arm) band \\ hleh 
opencd up many door:. for him. lie 
became a vcry la1cn1Cd nHI~lciall. Whllt.: 
III this po:.ition he came 11110 contact \\ IIh 
a number of promim.'1l1 Jrvl" mlbIClatl:., 

Including Count Basic. Duke Ellington. 
and otht.:rs. ~ When some oflhern learned 
Ihat he h:ld nOI completed his college 
t.:ducalion. thc) ga\ e him falherl) 
encouragement to pursue hIs educatIOn 
and Illusicallr<tlning. They IIlsisted that 
he enroll in college and lise the 
t.:ducational facilitie::. a\ailable Ihrough 
the army. 

Aflemards. through the comlllucd 
urgings of his famil) and friends, ht.: 
enrollcd 111 thc San Francisco 
Conservatory of i\'luslc . As lime wt.:nt 
011. he learned to playa number of other 
instruments In addition 10 the piano. 

Through his success in music. he 
neglccted church and soon fo rgot about 
God. l ie made it his goal to becomc a 
good musician and to make all the 
money he could. While a student at San 
Franc isco Sta te UniversilY, he Hllended 
an cvangclistic service and was 
eomcrted. That changcd everything. 
After earning a IJ.A. in music from that 
school, he felt a calling into the minislry. 
For his Bible training, he allel1ded 
Bethany Biblc College and received a 
certificate of theology in 1951. 

Launch ing into Ministry 
While allending collcge. he mel and 

later married Marilyn Betty i\ l iller on 
July 6. 1952. Together Ihey launched 
into ministry :md raised a family of five 
children: Keith. Carol. Adrienne. On\ id. 
and Stephen. Ilarrison began doing 
evangelistic work and then sen'ed a::; 
associate pastor and later pastor for 
several years of Emmanuel Church (hi ... 
grandmother's church) in San Francisco. 

But there is more to this story. I larrison was paslOring 
an independent church because hc \\as denied credentials 
upon his graduation from Bcthany. 

Commencement day at Bethany had seemed like the 
beginning of the end. He graduated all right. blll when he 
sought for ordination with the assemblies of God the 
district leaders told him. "We don't grant crcdentials to 
Neg roes.'·6 

Several yea rs down the roa(~ a new superin tendent 

approached him and ...;aid. "Boh. \\hat hapP!.!llcd to you \\;t...; 

totally unju:.t and \\t.: ar!.! maklllg man) (:m)fh to COITt.:Ct the 
situatIon:' Through the eOort ... or Northt.:rn Caltforllla­
Ncvada District Superinten<i!.!nt Leonard Palmcr. Harrison 
was licensed in 1957.1 

Then. a fe\\ years later. in 1960. Ilarrison wa::; honor!.!d 
to become a part of the Billy Graham bangctisllc 
Association. "What God has appointed. no man can ta!..t.: 
away:' his mOl her told him. 

llis special assignment was to work wilh llowa rd 
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Jone ... another Afnean 
Alllt:ncan III 111 I '>IC r. In special 
e\angcll'>tlc crusades 111 Afri ca. 
rhe) Ira\eled 10 1,lhIOPI:l. 
Sudan. Kenya. Soulh Africa. 
and Llbena and spoke on I I \\A 
radio as we ll . Il arrison's 
mimslry \\as ul1lquc. becausc In 
addition 101m prcaciling ahililY. 
he \\as all accomplishcd Singer 
and mu..,ICHIIl. l ie also 
condw;led gospel cru sade,> and 
lllU,>ical cOllcerls III hlrope. 
Ccntral Amenca. the Caribbean. 
A..,HI. and Ihe UllIted Slate'>. lIe 
ilPPl!ared beforc \aSI aud iences 
Ihroughoul Ihe worl(l 111dmllllg 
royalty and hcad ... of ... Iale and 
Ollt: mct:tlllg of 13~.O{)O 111 I .os 
Angclc .... Califonua.1< 

Some cymc ... mighl say Ihal 
Iloward Joncs and Bob I larri-;on 
<lnd later other black<-. \\cre put 
on the Graham rt:am a ... a token 
gc ... ture. but Ihal wa .. n·1 Iruc. 
Jones and Ilarrison returned 
from A fri ea In 1962 to 
partlcllXlle \\ IIh Billy Graham at 
Ihe National A ... soc ial ion of 
l'v,lI1gcl lcab Comelllion In 
Denvcr. Colorado. Ikfo!"e thc 
mectlng. Craham mc\ \\ IIh 
Joncs and l larri",oll to rt:eel\ e a 
fu ll report of thcir millistry in 
Afri ca, " I'\c becn di s­
appoinlc(l" he said. "Ihal \\t:\e 
o nly reccl\ed a small respol1'.c 
from Ncgrocs III our crLl ... adcs. \\ith you fcllows on the 
tt:HIll I'm praying Ihat Cod \\ III g ivc us a rt:al h<lr\ est among 
the bl<lck pcoplr.: :· I.:\en though Graham \\:lS a produci of 
th e Soulh . he slllcercly had a desire 10 reach blacks both in 
the U.S. (Illd abroad.~ 

In 1962. 11;l rri son becomc a ful l-ncdgt:d mcmber o fthc 
Billy Graham Tcam and continu ed in thai position for the 
ncx l ri\C ycars. part icipa ting in six major crusades 
IIlciuding Chicago. Frc .. no. Los Angclc .... Omaha. Boslon 
and Den\er. Ancr becollling a Bill) Cirahmn assoc iate. 
I larri son \\as il1\ itcd to thc next Northern California district 
mceting in San ta Cnl/. And \\ ithout leaving the Graham 
Team. he \\ as granted o rd ination \\ ilh the Assemblies of 
God o n June 21. 1962. IU 

That \\ a.., a grand da) of rejoicing whcn I larrison 
finally \\as rceogni/cd <IS an ordained ministcr. 

According to I larri son. since Ihal day in 1962 Ihc 
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Asscmblies of God has continucd to wkc imporlalll slridcs 
in reaching and accepting African Americans. II has opened 
blac k c hurches. given scho larships 10 black studen ts. 
included black history in th eir Sun day school material. and 
they ha\e met in lOp le\d eonfcrenees which included black 
leaders in order to meet the challenges of the black 
COll11l1un ity.1 1 

Preaching in Africa and Other Countries 
Ihlrrison ministered in mally p l<lces. but he de\eloped 

a spec ial burden for the Afric<l 1l people. Du ri ng the 1960s 
he SllW the continenl "in Ihe midSI of a greal crisis." Il c 
decla red. "It is not only Ihe struggle for political freedoms, 
but 10 be free sp iritually from the supcrsti tions and 
traditions that ha\c hdd many of the people of Africa in 
dark ncss throughoul th c gent:ra tions." !2 

In 1965 he e\angclized ill Senegal. Sierra Leone. 



Ghana, and other plnce':. 111 

\\'e:-;t Africa. During a 9-da) 
emnpaign at Dakar. ScncgaL 
therc \\crc 100 dccislon~ for 
Chn~t. MIssionary Da\ Id 
Wa!.;efield reportcd tlmt thc 
local press ga\c I 'arrison a 
good write-up. and he wa=:. 
granlcd a radio imcn'ie\\ a~ 

\\cll as radIo time to sing and 
pia) the piano. The Senegal 

of all. hh an01l1ted mc"age:-, from God\ Word re':.ultcd 111 

man) =:.ouls rc,>pondlllg lllgllll) to the wooing of the Ii oly 
SPlrlt:' 15 

Follo\\ mg that meeting. he held cnmpaign:-; 111 Jam,llea 
and Barbados before rcturnlllg to the Untted State':. to help 
prepare for a campaign \\!th the Btlly Graham Team III San 
DIego. Califorll1a . 

In 1966 I 'amson became a mi"slonary e\angelt't \\ nh 
O\er.;eas Crusade~. Inc . The ne"\t ycar he \\as honored to 
spea!.; at thc Gencral Council III Long Beach. Caltforll1a 
Addresslllg some of the eurrclH 1,'lIC, of the tunc. hI.., 

"It was his ordination that seemed 
to end the debate on how to handle 
the ordination of blacks." 

go\el'llrncnt filrn ~cn icc e\en 
ftlmed a \\ 'edncsda) Il1ght 
mectlng to bc sho\\11 all o\er 
Senegal. Beforc eaeh of 1m. 
c rusadc~ at Takoradl and 
Accra. Ghana, 0\ er 40.000 
pieces of literature prO\ idcd 
by Light For The Lost were 
distributed. I ,\ 

Becoming a friend to all. 
he oncn opened his rcmarks 
by saying. 'Tm just Brother 
Bob. your black brothcr from 
America." The chairman of 
the Northern Ghana District 

Counci l reported, "Although hc had to usc two intcrprcters 
to reach tbi s mul tilingual crowd. he ncver appeared 
hurried .... lie explained the Way. urged fenent prayer. and 
gavc careful instruction as to responsibility. Wc belie\c 
there will be sure and strong results in our church from these 
serviccs." IJ One of the unique elements of his African 
crusades was his singing of Negro spirituals. including such 
songs as "Littlc Da\ id Play on Your Harp:' The crowds 
10\'cd his music. and hundreds camc forward to profess 
Christ. 

In his overseas work with the Assemblies of God. hc 
held crusad es in Japan. Formosa. Iiong Kong. the 
Philippines. Singaporc. and many other places. li e 
ministered to thousands of American troops in Victnam 
under thc auspiccs of the U.S. Government. l ie also 
conducted a wcckly radio ministry in Africa as wcll as radio 
broadca=:.ts in the Uni ted State=:.. 

At one mecting in British Honduras (now called 
Bcli/c) in 1964. Missionary Russell Schirman reported: 
"The auditorium was packed out night after night. Brother 
Ilarri son's si nging and piano playing were inspiring . Bcst 

..,ermon \\as titled "Sign, of Je,u:·: Comll1g."11'I In 1969. he 
began e\angellnng under hh o\\n Bob Hamson \ll1l1'~tne,> . 

Alway':. III demand a,> a '>peaker. h~ also preached at Th~ 
Council on Splf1tual Life. hdd 111 \ll11l1eapo1l, 111 1972, 

Ministry to African Ameri cans 
During the 1940~ and 1950..,. plan'> \\ere -.;et1l1 mO\1OI1 

to stan a segregated blac!.; fello\\')I11p \\ itlHll the A ... ,embl1e=:. 
of God. Ilowe\'er. at the 1965 (ieneral Coulicll 11 ,trong 
resolution fa\oring ei\ 11 rights and deplonng any practice of 
discrimination \\as adoptcd b) recommendatIon of the 
1:.xecllti\e Presbylery.'~ 

As c\ idcncc of till, ne\\ posture. Robert I "Bob" 
Ilarrison. who graduated from Bethany Biblc College (no\\ 
Belhan) College) \\a~ orda1l1ed 111 1962 b) the Northern 
California-Nevada Dist rict and \\as approved for sen ice 
under missionary appOl1ltlllenl by thc Asscmblies of God 
Foreign Missions Dcpanmel11 in 1964. 1 ~ While he \\a, nO! 
the first black ordained by thc Asscemblies of Goel 1m 
ordination was likely thc mOst \ isible. It \\as 1m ordlltatlOn 
that seemed to end the debate on ho\\ to handle the 
ordination of blacks. 

In thc forward mo\c to reach Ollt to the blac!.; 
community. General Superin tendent Thomas F. /lmmerman 
arranged for <1 conference to be held In Springfield. 
Missouri, in January 1970. Among those participating wcrc 
IWO black Asscmblies of God leaders, Evangeli"t Bob 
Ilarrison and Pastor Thurman Faison. who met \\ ith church 
executivcs. Earnest discussion took place to determ1l1e ho\\ 
the Assemblies of God could bettcr meet the needs of 
African Amcrieans. In 1970. Ihcrc were only 25 African 
American Assemblies of God ministers in the U.S . Thc 
Illinoi s District Council was commendcd for their labors in 
aiding black evangelistic endeavors. 19 

In subseq uent years. evangelistic efforts 10 rcach blacks 
wcre ccntercd around inner-c it y eva ngeli sm. through the 
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efT{Jrt~ of lIarrison and others, \\ho \\orked \\ilh the 
DI\i ~lon of lIome Missions during the 1970s. AnOlher 
impol"lant factor was Tee n Challenge, begun in 1958 by 
David Wilkerson. By 1970, Charles W. II. SCOIt, assistanl 
gcnc .. "l :-upe rinh.:nde nl. acknowledged Ihe major role Teen 
Chal lenge had played in reaching into th e black 
eommunll y.~o 

In NO\ember 1972. lIarri son was asked to sene as a 
conSUllatH and participaru in inner-ci ty e\angelism and in 
o\e rseas crusades for the Assemblies of God, which he 
g ladly accepted. Thomas Zimmerman annotlllee(l "Mr. 
I larri son's imolvemenl in this ncw relationship is one of Ihe 
respon:-es to the burden of Ihe 34th General Council of the 
Ass,emblies ofGo(l held in Kansas City, Mo .. last year." 

Zimmerman continued "At Ihat time. the fellowship 
accepted the challenge to more comprehensive ly seek to 
reach America, including a concentrated efTort 10 minister to 
Ihe needs of Ihe inner c ity. There fore . it seems prO\ idential 
to us. that to the extent of time available. we will ha\ e Ihe 
assistance of such a capable mini ster in thi s strategic area."ll 

I larri son became pastor of Maranatha Evangeli stic 
Center, a rac ially mixed congregation at Portland Oregon, 
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in Jan uary 1973.n OYer th e next few ye<l rs. he worked \\ Ilh 
A (j llome Missions to launch se\eral evangelblie efTorts in 
kcy inner-c it y areas across the U.S . Working with the 
Di vision of Foreign Missions. hc al so co ntinu ed to 
c\angel i7e in overseas crusades. lIarrison participated in 
several more corn rnillees and se minars gea red to\\ard 
ministry to blacks. 

In 1978. a group of concerned black ministers in the 
Assemblies of God met and di scO\ered a mullml bu rden for 
fellowship. support. and ch urch planting. Thi s led to the 
founding of the Inner City Workers Fellowship. which began 
holdin g conferences e\ery 2 years. At the conference he ld 
in ll arnpton. Virginia. in July 1990, thi s group formed II 

National Black Fe llowship in the Assembl ies of God. wilh a 
3-fold purpose: to provide fellowship. !O promote and 
encourage evangelism to the black communiti es of America. 
and to plant new churches alllong blacks, especia lly in the 
great metropolitan cities where the predominant black 
populace is concentrated)) Bob Harrison was appointed 
nmional representmi ve of Btack Ministries. 

Under Harri son's leadership. A National Black Caucus 
convened in Springfiel(~ Missouri. in December 1993 to 



I()cu,> on the 3-fold \trategy for outrcach 10 Amem:a .... hlad. 

communi lie... In adthllon to hi .. \!\illlgch .. IIC dTort-. ami 
\\ork a .. natIonal rcprc..,el1tat1\C of Black \11111 .. lrie'>. 

II ar rl'>OI1 ha .. cont ri buled a number of c\angch .. w.: aft Iele:-. 10 

Ihe Pell/{!COSW/ HI'(IlI~ef and Olher publications. 

Harrison's Legacy 
\laking rd'crcnce to Simon of Cyrenc. a black man 

from 1.:thiopm. \\ho helped Jc ... u .. carr) III'> c ro:-...,. Bob 

Ilarri 5011. throughoul his 1ll11l1'>lr) has C()llt111 uall) 

challenged black .. 10 carr) the cros:-. of Chri'>t. I k hlln .. clf 

h".., promoted III 111 1..,lry [0 blacb both In the U.S. and abroad. 

llt s )ears of 1ll11l1 .. tr) and broad Influence through Illu .. ic. 

c\angelism. and .. en 1I1g on commlttec .. to ad\ ance olltn:ach 
to African Americans has helped to change the world for 
C hri st. 

In his retirement years . llarri .. on has not let his 

testimony becomc dormant. Since 2002. he and his \\ ife 

Marilyn make their home in \' .. pa. Ca lifornia. Bob 
llarri son continue .. to promote ChristllUllt) and oulreach to 

blacks al every opportunit y. Rccentl). ll arrison's alma 

mater. Bethany College. dedicatcd a remodekd student 

union in hi s honor. li e was the /"ir:-.I African-Americlln to 

g raduate from the college. and this pa\ed Ihe way /"or other 
blacks to enter and flouri s h in the ministry. 

At the dedication service for the lIarri son S tudent 

Union in No\ember 200 I. Cynthia Smit h. a representati\c 

of the A G Nationall31ack Fellowship (NBF) deelarc(~ "lIe 

spent his life nOl only serving, but has been a constant 
encouragement 10 men and wOlllen [0 lake tip the cro::;s of 

Christ:' Smith. on behalf of the NBE and several olhers 

presented contributions toward an endowment fund named 

in ll arrisons honor that wi ll provide scholarships to black 

students at Bethany who plan on entering the mini stry.~4 

Bethany President Everett Wilson read a citation from 

the collegc's board of trustees: "With his rcmarkablc talent. 

hc dcmonstrated how to communicate God's lo\c ac ross 
boundaries of age. culture. race and s tation in life."1~ 

Throughout hi s life and mini stry. once he bounded a few 

hurdles. it seems that Bob I-iarrison was in the right place a t 

the right time to accomplish mueh for the Kingdom orOod. 

-t-
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Pentecostal Ro() 

A. B. Simpson, founder of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance. 

By Paul L. King 

and~ 

P 
ictuTC this a minister is holding a healing meeting 
with about 1000 people present. The minister 
rccci\cs prophetic insight (what some would call a 

word of knowledge) that someone in the congrcg,Hion is 
rcsisl111g the Lord. A woman comes forward and admit:; that 
she is the one. She hnd been sc\crc]y ill. but resisted 
coming for prayer. The minister anoint!; her with oil. lays 
hands on her. and prays for her. She falls !O the floor. 
unconscious for half an hour. When she reco\ers 
consciollsness. she gets up and discovers she is healed. 

Sound like a Benny I [inn llleeting'? Actuall y. the date 
\\as 1885 and the minister was A. B. Simpson. founde r of 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance (C&MA) and often 
considered a forerunner of the Pen tecostal movement. 
Many of the earliest leaders of the Assembli es of God had 
originally been leaders in the C&MA. 

What is often unrecognized is that people in the 
organi zati on Simpson founded were not only quite open to 
chari smati c manifestat ions. but al so practiced such 
phenomena even decades before the Azusa Street rev ival. 
Nearly a decade before the revival. A. 8. Simpson declared 
that the C&MA "stands for an absolute faith in supernatural 
things and a supernatural God:'1 

Charismatic Phenomena 
in the Pre-Azusa Street C&MA 

Although Simpson preferred to remain low-key abollt 
hi s healing mini stry and shunned emphasis on the 
spectacular, he and other leaders in the early C&MA 
nonetheless demonstrated a charismatic anointing for 
healing and other manifestations. While he told people not 
to ex pect some sensation with healing. sometimes when he 
anointed people with oil, indi vidual s felt a sense of warmth, 
fire. or electricity. Some saw visions or heard audible 
voices from God. Sometimes they fell under the power of 
th e Spirit or trembled. Others experi enced holy laughter. 
Here is just a sampling of dozens of charismatic 
manifestations that occurred in the pre-Azusa Street 
C&MA.2 

For instance. Alliance leader E. D. Whiteside testified 
of receiving a miraculous healing in 1888 accompanied by 



Its in the Early Christian 
[issionary Alliance 
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llllu~ual phY .. lcalmamfc .. l:lllons: ·· l. lke a na ... h 
of elect ric it y. I \\,a .. 1Il ... lanlly Ihnlled. hcry 
pOUlI of my body and ner\e .. \ql'., control led 
by a ,trangc .. ensa tlon thai ulcrea .. ed III 

voluJlle. until I bowed lo\\cr and lower to the 
floor. [ \\a.., filled with the ecstati c thrill. My 
phY"lcal frame was unable to ,tand the strain ." 
li e felt he was on the verge of "dy ing from 
0\ erjoy:' 

Prophecics and \islon .. ()Ceurrl'd ca rlyon 
In the nedgli ng mo\ emelll and \\ere 
con..,ldered a~ ge nuine ly from the Lord. As 
early a .. 1883 future AlIwnce leader John Cool\man. a 
Methodl .. t mini ster and a member of SIIl1 p..,on·s "Founder's 
Team," s;m it vi ... ion of Jesu ... and recc I\cd a healing. Je~us 

said to him in the vision: " I am thy I le<ller. thy Sanctificr. 
thy Savior, and thy Lord."-t 

Referring to Mark 16: 18. Slmp .. on a..,serled that the gi ft 
of tongues belongs 10 the church tod<lY Just as much a~ 
hea hng. \ Although aetuallllcidcnt l> of tong lies \\ere spar..,e, 
III 1897 Slmp .. on encouraged cxerc lsing tongues and 
prophecy by remini sc ing about a \\oman \\ho spoke 111 

.... ome simple form" of tongues "with a burst of ecstatic 
O\crnow that no language could express" at hi s Gospel 
Tabernacle some ti111e earlier.1> 

Si mpson be lic\ ed in what is oftcn ca lled today "power 
cvangeli .. nf' supernatural occurrences that lead people to 
, ahatlon . Many such po\\er encounters occurred in the 
early C&MA. In Augu .. t 1887, for example. at Ihe Old 
Orchard Com ention \\ hen the 1\\0 embryonic o rgani/atiolll> 
of the C &MA \\ere first formed (known then as the 
Chri!-.t la n Alliance and th e bangelieal Miss ionary 
Alliance). suddenly thc power of God came with a "nash of 
heat" and sensa tions like electrical shock s lIpon a 
schoolteacher on cnHehes, ;md she was instantly healed. 
Peop le throughoutthc congregation were shouting, weeping 
and .. inging. Iler two sisters were saved on the spot. and 
many more healings followed . These supernatural 
ll1alllfe~tation~ confirmed to Simpson the founding of the 
C&MA, and the message of Je .. us Christ as Il ealcr.7 
Alliance periodica ls reported numerous incidents of di\ inc 
protection by cla iming Mark 16 :16-18.~ 

The ex pression of emotion characteristic of the 
Pen tecos tal and chari smati c movcments tremb ling. 
,,!laking, shou ting, weeping. holy laughter, swooni ng under 
the power of the Spirit (oncn rcferred to as prostration). 
lining hand5, dancing, spontaneOll~ \ocal unison prayer. 
emotional prai se and worship were not common in the 
early days of Simpson's ministry, but event ually became 
\\ ide~pread in the early Chri stian and Miss ionary Alliance. 
although probably not to the degree and frequcncy found in 
the Pentecostal and charismatic mo\ements. 

At the llUlllerous C&MA conventions, people shouted, 
wept. sang, clapped. raised their hands, laughed. and 
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Robert Jaffray, missionary to South 
China, received tongues in October 
1907 along with several other Alliance 
missionaries. Courtesy of C&MA 
National Archives 

maTllfe~tcd ot her demonstration .. of "holy 
enth u ~ ia .. m."<1 Other than the ab~ence of 
speaking in tongues. the scenes would Iw\c 
seemed reminiscent of a Pen tecol>tal cam p 
meeting. lo In 1897, Simpson wrote about 
holy laughter as a result of the baptism III 

the Splnt.' 1 and later recorded in I,.., (iJary in 
1907 his 0\\ n experience of holy laughter. 

Though not a com mOll occurrcnce. dancing in \\orship 
was nOl frowned upon by Simpson and Alliance cireles. In 
April 1895. Simpson vis it ed a black church associated with 
the Alliance. li e recounted \\ ith enthusiasm, "We wi tnessed 
a ... acrcd dance by about finy of the women." Simpson \\as 
grea tl y im pressed at the meaningful. dnnnatic 
demonstrati on ofwor-:.,hip . remarking, "The effect was truly 
grand." '1 

Tongues-Speakers 
Who Stayed in the C&MA 

Some Pentecostal hi .. lOrians bave asscrtcd that the 
Chri ~tian and Missionary Alliance posi tion on speaking in 
tongues virtually eliminated longues and other Pentecost al 
phenomena from the C&MA. On the contrary, whi le such 
manifcstations did diminish from the Alliance O\er a pcriod 
of time. by no means \\ere thcy eliminated. Numerous 
people who spoke in tongucs in the early C&MA and 
remained in the A Iliance, accepted the stance that tongues is 
not th e initial evidencc of the baptism in the Spirit. 

At the C&MA 13eulah 13each Convention in August 
1907, many were falling under the power of the Spirit and 
scorcs of people wcre recc iving tongues. including later 
Asse mblies of God lcader D. \V. Kerr and C&MA Vice 
President John Salmon, \\ho also was bent low and shook 
under the power of the Spiri1.Ll Salmon found kinship 
among Pentecosta ls and promoted the movement. even 
inviting Azusa Street leader Frank Bartleman to preach in 
hi s Canadian convention in Toronto in July 1908.1~ [n 
September 1911. the aged Canadian retired 10 Southern 
California and became more involved wit h the Pentecostal 
mo\emcnt there, retaining hi s Alliance connections as an 
e\'angelist and an Iionorary Vice Presidcnt of the C&MA. 
Ilowe\er. he encountered what he considered extremists in 
the Pentecostal mo\ement. and endeavored to moderate 
their beliefs and practices. When they would not listen. he 
IlIrned hi s allention back to the Alliance until hi s death in 
1918. 

Robcrt JaITray, mi ss ionary to South China. rece ived 
tongues in October 1907 along with sevcral other Alliance 



liThe Holy Spirit was poured out upon C&MA mission 
stations in India with visions, swaying, tongues, laughter, 
singing in tongues, interpretation, and falling under the 
power of the Spirit." 
missionari!.:s. testlf) Ing ofhl'. e'perience 1Il a later artlclc III 

the C& \fA /l edA III 1909: " Personally I ha\e ne\er 
rece ived \uch a \ pirilua l upldl a\ \\hcn ... I recei\ed th is 
blessed Bapti sm and spoke III tonglle:-.." l~ Ja flra) \\(l'. 
conccrned about some of the cxcesses among I\:meco,>tals. 
so he ne\er fully e mbraced the 1ll0\ement. li e \\<i!'. a lso 
actively invohed in splrilual \\arfar..: and ex pericnced other 
c hari sn1(lli c phl.! nolll l.!na s ll ch as drea ms . \isions. and 
supernatural r..:ve lations. propheti c words from the Lord. 
healings and miracles. and taught the need fo r e\<ingeli!'.m 
throug h signs ;lIld wonders.lf> JaITray lat er became the fi el d 
superinlcndent for the Chinese C&MA mission. and also 
pioneered the Alliance mi ssion \\ork in Indochina and 
Indones ia . lie W(IS alTered the \ ice presidency of the 
Alliance in 1924. but turned it do\\ n. saying that he did not 
fec i ca lled to leave the mission f ield and that It would be a 
demotion for hirn .17 l ie con tinued to ser\e until his deat h in 

a Japanese prison during World War II. 
In January 1907. W. A. ('mmer. pastor of the A lliance 

church in C le"clan(l visited the meetings in Akron led by 
hcy Campbell. who had ret urned from the A/usa Street 
re\ ivaI 10 share her testimony. Crame r came back to 
CIe\ eland and his church began 10 seck Ihe Lord in prayer. 
Abou t ten days late r. \\hile pray in g. he feHunder the pO\\'l.!r 
of the Spirit and began to speak in tonglles"~ Cramer 
con tinued to minister in Pent ecoslal meeti ngs for many 
years as we ll as welcomin g Pentecostal s to preach in hi s 
churches. Although one of the ea rli est Allianc..: leaders to 
speak in tongues. he did not embrace the full ex tenl of' 
Pentecostal beli e f ,md practice. lI e remained in the Alliance 
and lat er appealed to peopl e 10 

remain loya l to the C&MA.I'l 
AI the New York State 

C&MA Cornention at the 
Nyack Missionary Training 
Insti tute in July 1907. Alfred 

Founding in 1887 at the Old 
Orchard Campground of 
what later became the 
C&MA. Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles N. Kinney (front, 
left); Miss Helen C. Kinney 
(4th from left); A. B. 
Simpson (front, 3 from 
right); Frank W. Sandford 
(back, 2 f rom right). Others 
uniden ti f ied . 

Snead fell under the pO\\l.!r of the SPirit and "\ay under the 
library labl!:. '1>1:.11..111£ In longul!"" 'u In 1908 he \ 1'1IICd the 
Pcnlcco"lai n:\I\al III the AI1t:mcc and Pandlla Ramah:u'" 
l\l ukllIl11 ...... 10n In India. and \HOIC 111 ,hell/illl/C(' 1I t!(,,l;h of 

the glO I"lOlh hapPclllng". n:portlllg. "l\carJy al1 Ihe 
I11ls~lonaric" a' Dholl-.a haH~ recci\cd the b:lplhlll of the 
Spint. 11C\\ tongues bemg giH! I1 ."!l Snead c\(!rllual ly 
became Fon.:ig n Sccrclary of Ihe C&MA and a member of 
the Board of Manager:; . 

Many 11li:i:iionariC:i who spok e in IOng!h:s also stayed III 
the Alliance. In ;1II all-night prayer meetings al the Nyad, 
conventIOn in iVlay 1907. Sally 130lham. a mi ssIonary 

candidate [ 0 Congo. "sat on the floor bcfon: a large map of 
the \\orld and b~gan pray ing in tongues. It seemed that a .... 
s he prayed for each country the Lord ga\c her a (hncr~1lI 
language:' When she prayed III tongue~ for the Congo. 1\\0 

Alliance mis:-. io naries. Lucy Villars and Mary il. l ullen. 
recognl/!.:d the language ,l'. "Kefonll:' o ne of the dIalec t.... of 
the Congo. One of them spoke up. :-.:ly lllg. " \\ h) ..... he I .... 
s peal..ing III the Congo language! She IS telllllg peopk 10 get 
ready. for Jcsu .... IS corlllng soon!" She lah.:r became a 
mi ssionary in Afnca \\ ith the C&MA for abOllt40 ) ear ..... bu t 
apparent ly did not preach In tongues. !! T\\o of her ot her 
fri end~ and eollcague~. Kale Driscoll and il. lary Mullen. abo 
spokc in tong ue:. :lIld remained in the Alliancc.~' 

In 1907 the Ii o ly Spirit was poured Ollt upon C&Mf\ 
mi ss ion station s in Indi :1 \\ ith \ ision!'.. ~w<iyi ng. tonglle ~. 

laughter. si ng ing in tongues. interpn.:tation. and f;Llling 
under the powe r of the Spirit. A vas t majority of the 
Alliance 11lis!'.ionaries and 11(Itional \\orkers in the Allrance 
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"Personally I 
spiritual uplift 
blessed Baptism 
-Robert Jaffray 

• • . 
have never 
as when 
and spoke In 

received such 
I received 

tongues." 
• 

a 
this 

11\1 ...... 1011 111 India rCCCI\cd Ihe bapll<.,1ll 111 Ihe Spirit \\jlh 

longue ... , rnn ... ' of them ..,taYlIlg \\lI h the "11tancc. ~.l 

[\ may ,>urpri..,c ... ollle to knO\\ 111(11 at lcasll\\O Allmnce 
prc<,ldCIlI'- '>poke III longue .... II I, unknO\\11 \\hen II. \1. 
Shuman rcccl\cd longuc ... ~~ bu t he \\iI ... a leader 1Il lhe carly 
IllmCTllcnt III Ohio. lalcr bccoTllmg a ,>upcnnlcndcnt orilla! 
dt .. trict. a .. \\ell as pa '> tonng the dwn'>matically-oricnll.!d 
Alliance c hurc hes In Nc\\ Ca .. tlc, PClll1syhania and 
Wihnll1 g1on, [)cl!l\\·arc. li e bee,lIne pn:.,idcnt of lh c C&MA 
In 1926 and sc r\ cd until 1954. 

Nyack ... (mlen! Ilurry Ilirtler had rCCCI\cc! Ihe baptism 
III the Spirit \ \llh tongues about 1912 andjoincd the C&MA 
1111','>1011 III A rgen tma 111 191 3. lie \\(1" appointed chmrrnan 
ort h~ C&~'IA mLs~ion ILl Arg~ntlna ILl 1917. lIo\\c\~r. Ln 
191H h~ I.!Lll hraced Pent~co:-.tal teadung and len the C&'\11-\. 
al flr .. t IllLllL:-.tcrlng IIHkpendently. then joini ng the 
Penteco<.,la l A<.,:.;cmb li t:<., o f Canada . li e \\ould c\cnlually 
rt:turn to tht: C&MA in t 926. and l ;tI ~ r h~collle President of 
Ihe C&MA's St. I\LUI Bible In"li tlil e (now knO\\n as Cro\\n 
College), and sene as Presidt:llt o f the C&iv1A from 195410 
I 96(P" 

Nt:\\ I ngland C& \IA Sli penntt:ndellt. Ira D<I\ id (Ph.D. 

III PhLlo:-.ophy rrom BO:.; lon U llI\ ~"i ly). spoke in longue:-. 
somellLlle In Ihe ca rly day .. of the re\l\al.~7 In 191 2 he len 
th~ Alliance for Ihc Pen leco"lallllo\ ~ll1ent. 1ll00ing to Lo:-. 
Ang~le ... but relUrned 1\\0 yea rs late r. I Ie \\as accepted 
~llIhll ... iaslieally back into Alliance leadership. becoming a 

featu red C011\ Cl11iOIl sp~aker at C&MA conferem:es. Ill: 
pastored large dynamic r.:lmrchc:.; in Detroit. Chi cago. 
Allanla. I"oroll\o and Brool.;l yn. and scn cd on thc Boa rd of 
~ ... l ~Ulager .... ~~ 

S~\~ral As:.;emblics ofCiod miniqer~ le n lind scncd in 

Ihe C&MA. especially In the I 920s. Fred F. Boswonh and 
Ill:'; brother Il. B. Ic li Ihe Assemblies of God in 191 8 o\cr the 
C\ iden liat t()nglle~ issue and sen cd act i\ ely as evangelisls in 
the C&MA. ~'1 Warren Collins. originally a C&MA lay 
kader alld early vice president. helel credentials wil h the 
A!'>!'>emblies from 1917·192 1. then returned to the Alliance 
until hi s death in 1927. I:'. N. Richey and his son Raymon(l 
Ilardy Mitchell. and On illc Benham all held credentials as 
e\ange1i!.ls and pastors in the C &~\'IA in the 19205. C&MA 
churches in Oklahoma City and Tulsa were rormed Oul of 
Raymond Richey's meetings . Thc Richeys returned to the 
Assemblies orGod in thc mid· 1 930s. 

In Ihe late 19-Ws, a teenager by the namc of JlIek 
IJayford \\ as allending a C &MA c hurch and bccame 
interested in speaking in tongucs alier he heard his paslor 
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I:arl Sexauer praytng III tongues. Sexauer also became a 
fflend of Rc\. Il umbard and IIl\iICd him Oil .. I.:\eral 
occasion .. 10 :opcal.;. In the early 1950:.. Pans RCldhea(l a 
mi .... lonary \\lIh the Baptl ... t·oricnted A frican Inland \II~:-.ion 
\~a .. forced out of the n1l' .... ion alier hc rcccl\ed the bapmm 
III the Spmt \\ 1Ih longues . li e \\;1<, taken undcr Ihe \\ 1Ilg of 
A. W. To/er and Joined the C&MA. \() .6.. + 

TO BE CONTI NUE D 

Or. Pau l L. King is the faculty 
coordinator, Bible Institute 
OiplomaJCertificate Progra ms, 
Oral Roberts Un iversity, Tulsa . He 
is an ordained minister with the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance 
and has had 16 years of pastoral 
ministry in Oklahoma, Missou ri, 
and Colorado. He is the author of 
three books, the la test bei ng 
Moving Mountains: Lessons in 
Bold Faith from Great Evangelical 
Leaders (Chosen Books, 2004) . 
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Publishing the Gospel Message 

A Reminiscing 
Hart Armstrong 
Left to right : Stanley Frodsham, editor of 
the Pentecostal Evangel; Hart Armstrong, 
ed itor o f Church Schoo l Literature 
Department ; and Marcus Grable, director 
of the Sunday Sc hool Department, during 
the late 1940s. Courtesy of Chris tian 
Communications, Inc. 

J am grateful for the true Chris.lian 
home which my fathe r. mother. and 
grand mother ma intai ned, and whic h 
shaped my life and g uided me into the 
Ch ris.lia n undcrslanding of things. I 
am g rateful for the basic and 
fundamen tal teaChings of the 
Sc riptures. whic h Mother and 
Gra ndmother gave 10 me, and which 
ha s given me the v iewpoint and 
balance I needed to rightly divide the 
Word or God. [am g rateful also for the 
Scripture me mory leaching of my 
fat her, and the gem passages of Ihe 
l3 ible Ihat he plan ted in my mind. 

PUBLISHING THE GOSPEL 
I had never sludied to be an editor 

or a publi sher. In fac l. in high school I 
had never even taken ty p ing, 
sho rthand, accounting, or si milar 
st udi es of a business nature. I [owever, 
I had a natural interest and nair for 
writing and poetry. I never cared for 
active sports, but I liked to write about 
them; and in high school I was a 
member of thc Quill Club. and was on 
the staff of the school wcekly paper. 
When others of the sta n' fail ed to show 
up, I reported the football and basebal l 
games. soccer matches, the society 
news, Ih e latest schoo l asse mbl y 
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meetings, the gossip, and even had my 
own column. "The Freshman." with 
dialect and humorous wkeofTs on 
everything in gcncral. 

While I was dean o f the Bible 
Standard Training Sc hool ( I3STS) in 
Eugene, Oregon (now Eugene Bible 
Coll ege). I eontributed frequent 
reports and promotional articles, as 
wcll as brief sermons to the Opell Bible 
Standard month ly magazlIle, Ihe 
Messellger. So I began to have a 
reputati on as a writer and publi sher. I 
remember also se nding in regula r 
reports from Sumat ra whil e my wife 
and I were on the Illi ssion field. 

Aner my return from the mission 
field in 1942. [ remember in one of the 
annual national conferences of thc 
Open Bible Standard (OBS) at Eugene. 
Oregon. a numbcr of thc mini sters 
lalked with me abo ut taking 
responsibility for setting up an Open 
Bible publ ishing house with the 
particular purpose of creating om own 
OBS Sunday school literature . 

However. J knew that Open Bible 
Standard did not ha\c enough churches 
10 make such a project fcasib le, and I 
told thelll th is fact. "We don't have a 
large enough markel 10 make Ollr own 
Sunday school literature poss ible," I 

Hart Armstrong at the 
Gospel Publi shing 
House in 1950. 

said 10 them. And for me. thai closed 
Ihe subject. 

But the idea did nOI d ie, and r 
rcmember il was my dear friend. 
Charl es Leami ng, who especi all y led 
in Ihe movement for our own literature. 
So the call came from Des Moines. and 
I obeyed resigning our pastofiltc in 
Jamaica, New York. and se lling Ihe 
house we had bought in Bellerose. 
Long Island . 

So we undertook Ihe publi shing of 
Open Bible Swndard literalure for Ihc 
Sunday school, selling up the Open 
Bible Standard Publ ishers in a renled 
bui lding about two blocks from Ihe 
First Church of the Open l3i ble in Des 
Moines. The building was a former 
fire station al 17th and Crocker Streets. 

We purchased printing equipment 
from a print shop at Pella, Iowa, and 
hired Ihe owncr. an old-limc but expert 
printer. to do our work. r assembled a 
small crew of hel pers. mostly g raduate 
student s from I3STS of Eugene. and 
from the Open Bible Instit ute in Des 
Moines. [n addi tion to the Sunday 
school materials. we also took o\'cr 
print ing and publishing the /lfessellgel; 
the official magazine of Open Bible 
Standard . [ changed Ih e namc to 
Message of fhe Open Bible. whic h 



name II ~Iill rctain:. loday. 
Our llieralun: \\as \\clcomed b) 

our 0\\ n churchcs. and I (lid comc up 
\\ ilh soml.! nc\\ and dliTerelll Idea:.. 
One \\a" e..,pcclally "llcce'l..,ful: \\hat I 
called a "fourfold !canet:' \\ Illch 
combined a picture co\ cr. a lesson 
pre,>entation. a \\orbhee1. and a .,Ior) 
paper llhlde. In fac\. one of Ihe large 
Pentcco"lal pubh'llung house,> copIed 
all Ill) Ideas I.!xactl). ,>ome\\hat to m) 
dismay. IIm\e\l.!r. my frien(l R. Bryant 
tvlitchcll. head of the Open Bible 
I n~titllte in Des i>.loinc..,. encouraged 
me by telling mc. "lIart. you kno\\ they 
say that imitation i" Ihe ~inccre:.t form 
of nallcry:' 

My employce:. became dc\otedly 
loyal to me and to the work \\c \\crc 
doing. bcing \\ il ling to work hours on 
end. and \\ ilh .small ~alary. Some e\cn 
offcred to volunteer their ~CT\ icc:. 
\\ ilhout pay. bu t the U.S. Go\ernment 
refused to pcrmitthis. I \\ ill.say that we 
made a ~Irong elTon 10 make Ihe 
publishing of our 0\\ n OBS literature a 
succe.ss. Unfortunately. the prognosl:' I 
had made in Eugene prmcd 10 be true. 
We juSt did not ha\e a sulTicient 
market to make our Sunday school 
literature publishing a financial 

success. 
Since our own chu rches were not 

enough. I made ,Ill elTort 10 sell our 
literature 10 independent ch urches. I 
broughl my good fr iend. Clyde 
Johnson, ;Uld his lilmily from Eugcne 
10 Des Moines, and senl him out on Ihe 
road 10 introduce our literature 10 
independent churches. Clyde was a 
likeablc person. and a nalural 
salesma n. and he did well. but again il 
was not sulTieiclll to turn Ihe tide. 

Finally, after about IwO years of 
eOort, the decision had to be made to 
terminate the Sunday school literature 
program. In order to kecp me in the 
work, the brethren in Des i\ .. loines had 
me lake o\cr severa l acti\ities: 
carrying o n the publishing of the 
Message. teaching several classes in 
Ihe Oible collcge, mcrseeing Ihe 
llllsSlonary departlllent of Ihe 
denomination, and assist ing in Ihe First 

Remembering Two Pioneers 

A short lime before he died, Robert C. Cunningham, longtime edttor of 
the Pentecostal Evangel, wrote this letter to IIerIUge edttor Wayne 
Warner concerning the contribution of France. Foster and Hart 
Armstrong to the ministry of the Assemblies of God. tt was published 
in the Fall-Winter 1999-2000 Issue of Heritage, 

The passing of Frances Foster, who for so many years was director 
of BGMC (Boys and Girls Missionary Crusade) brought to my mind the 
time when the program had its birth. Perhaps you have these details on 
record , perhaps not, but I will rehearse the situation as I remember It. I 
was with the Pentecostal Evangel and Hart Armstrong was editor of the 
Sunday school literature (take-home papers, teacher quarterlies, etc.). 
Hart was very creative. He was full of ideas for promoting God's work 
through the Sunday schools .... He had a leading part in the great 
Sunday school conventions, parade, and pageant ''The Good Ship 
Sunday School Evangelism," and the Read-the-Bible-Through project 
at Heer's store on the public square, and you already have in your files 
all his planning papers, letters, etc., concerning these events. 

Something you may not have on record is the leading part he 
played in beginning BGMC. The program was his idea. I remember that 
quite well. He suggested it and did the spadework in organizing it, 
including ~ Buddy Barrel. ~ Loine Honderick, a national representative of 
the National Sunday School Department at the time, helped in 
developing it . Once it started, the leadership was assigned to Frances 
Foster, a staff member of the National Sunday School Department Hart 
has not been given the credit he deserves in the matter, in my opinion. 

I hope this information is helpful to you. 
Robert C. Cunningham 
Springfield, Missouri 

Church of the Open Oible minislry. 
was grateful for Iheir kindness and 
thoughtfulncss in these decisions. 
Il owcycr, the Lord had a dilTerent 
future in mind for me. 

WORK WITH THE 
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 

It camc as a complete surprise 10 
recei\e from Ernest S. Williams. 
general superintcndent of the 
Assemblies of Go(l in Springfield, 
Missouri. a lener asking IllC 10 come to 
Springfield to lalk \\ ilh the executl\es 
therc about becoming Church School 
editor. in chargc of the Assembl ies of 
God Sunday school literaturc program, 
Evidcntly, they had bccn walching my 
work in Des Moines. and bclieved I 
could be of help to them in revising 
and dcveloping Iheir highly sllcct.:ssflll 

publishing of litt.:ral\lrc for tht.:lr many 
Slln(by schools. 

Not ha\ ing a car. I borro\\t.:<1 one 
from a fricnd. and drO\e 10 Spnngfit.:ld 
10 mect \\ nil thc 1.:.,Xecutl\ c Pre:-b) tcr:­
of the Assemblies of God. Witholll ton 
much effort. an agrccment \\;1:­

rt.::lched and I was asked 10 a:-,:-,ume 
edltor:-Illp of their Church School 
Literature, which I :.0011 found 
conl>lsled of 32 publications publl"hcd 
each quarter. 

So \\c made the mo\c to 
Springficl(l found a rental apartmcnt. 
and I resigncd my afTilialioll with 
Open Dible Standard and became an 
ordaincd minister of the Assemblies of 
God. 

Thai was in !9-t6. I remained in 
Ih is pos it ion for about sc\cn years, 
until latc 111 1953. I found my 
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Hart Armstrong, lona, and their son, Hart Armstrong, III . 
Courtesy of Chris tian Communica tions, Inc. 

e;"perie ncc:-. In the A<;semblic.., of God 
headquarters to be genera ll y good. and 
I enj oyed working with and 
fe llowshipping with the vari ous 1cader:-. 
or the denomination. 

I knO\\ it o rten has been <;a id 
and pcrhaps could be expccted that 
..,ollle 1ll1ll1..,ters thro ughou t the 
A..,..,embll es organin tion Illay ha\e 
critical al1l1 udes toward the bret hren 
\\ ho arc 111 Springfield 111 poslllOn<; or 
Icath.!r.., hlll o\cr the A..,semblie:­
churches. But I did not cx perienee such 
fcelll1gs. I was daily in tOllch with these 
men. was responsible to them for my 
work and relationships: and I found 
them to be men of fairnes<;. of real 
..,plritua lit y and dedication. and a.., \\ell 
o f fine Christian quality and grae ioLls 
fnelHblup. 

Bro ther Williams. the (ieneral 
Slipenlltenden1. \\hom I real ly greatly 
admired and appreciatcd. had foul' 
a".., lslan t superintende nt s: Gayle F. 
Le\\ i:-.. III charge of the publ hiling 
hOllse. \\ho \\as my boss: Ralph ~ 1. 

Riggs. education: Wesley R. Steelberg. 
you th and Speed the Light and I' red 
Vogler. homc missions. In addition. 
Noel Perk in directcd the foreign 
ll1i %ionary wo rk . and J. Ros\\ ell 
Flo\\ er was gcneral secrctary. Also, 
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Stanley I-rod..,ham was editor of the 
Pellreco,\lal EWIIIgci. and later Roben 
C. Cunningham became edito r. 
Unquestionably have happy 
memories of my relation:.hip with all 
thesc mcn. and parti cul arly Brothers E. 
S. William:.. J. Ros\\c ll Flower. Ralph 
Rigg:-.. and of course Gaylc Lcwis and 
Bob Cun ningham. 

I found one of the intc rcsting and 
profi table acth iti es I ex perien ced 
during my years at Springfield was 
attendancc at several nati o nal 
co nvelllioll s of g rcat inter-
denominational group:.. The Gospel 
Publi shing HOllse sent se\eral of it!) 
edi tors and execut ive oO'icers. first to 
the Nat iona l A:->sociation of 
bangeli cals (NAE). to con\cntiolls 
held in Chicago at the Congress Ilotei. 
Later. out o f NA t: .. the National 
Sunday School Assoc iation (NSSA) 
was fo rllled. When the NSSA set up 
it:. ow n Sunday schoo l literature 
program. in contrast to the leRE (the 
liberal Int ernational Counci l of 
Religioll:-' Edllc;lIion)_ I wa!) appointed 
on the commi ttee \\hich annually 
created th e les!)on outli ncs that could 
be used by the \ariou:-> national Sunday 
sc hool lilcrature publishers. [ was 
acti ve 011 thi s cOl1ll11i tl ee for all the 

)ear-; I contlllllcd 111 Illy \\or].; at the 
(io<;pcl Publl..,hlllg I iouse, and I 
enjoyed \\onderful fello\\ .. llIp \\ Ith 
some trlll) great mcn on the 
comlllittee. 

At aile of Ihc NSSA comcnt ions, 
a group of editor:. and pllbli .. hers mel 
in a room at the Congress Ilotei. and 
dl..,cu..,..,ed the need for the formation of 
an org:lIli/ation \\hich could repre..,ent 
Ihc consen'all\ e religiou.., publishing 
1ll1lll'>try. Qut of this llleetll1g W:l .. born 
the bangelical Press Association 
(I: f>A), an c\'angclical countcrpart w 
the Religious Nc\\s Sen icc (RNS). 

I rcmember \\cll some oflhe mel1 
\\ ho \\ e re there in this founding 
mcellng: Bob Cunningha m. editor of 
the Peilfecol/(li Emllgel: Bob Wal].;er. 
e(li tor of C/m\riall Lifi! \I{/~(I:il/e: 

Charle<; Conn. cditor for the Chu rch of 
God 111 Cle\cland. Tennes:->ec: Jim 
John:->on. the manager of Standard 
Publishing In Cincin nati: G. II. 
Montgome ry. ed itor for the Pen tecostal 
Il oliness: and Cyrus N. Nelson. of 
Gospel Li ghl Press_ in Glend:ll e. 
Californ ia. 

For 2 years [ scncd as secretary 
for the I: PA. and thell I served for 2 
year-; as president. I remember some 
serious ta lk s Bob Walker and I had 
concerning the Pentecoslal bapti~1ll 

with the 1I0ly Spi rit and the glad 
news that clime from him Olle day that 
he himself had experienced tlwt greal 
Acts 2:4 ex perience. 

My 7 years at the Gospel 
Publishing I iouse \\ere happy )ears. 
and I had abundant opportu nity to 
engage in many and \aried acti\ ities. 
Aner I had organi7cd my OWI1 work in 
edi ting Ihc \arious publications. I was 
called upon 10 assist in certa in 
programs in Ihe National Sunday 
School Department. \\ hich I always 
thought of as "The S.S. Promot ion 
Depart ment:' for they worked wi th the 
thousands of Sunday schools in 
Assembli es o f God churches a ll mer 
America 10 promote. increase. and 
i mprO\ e thei r effecti\"cnc:->s. 

There was a need to prepare what 
is cOl11ll1only call ed an "Excellence 



Program" for Sunday sc hools. and I 
\\as askcd 10 work on Ihis. [ prepared 
quilc an ex tensi\ 'e program. and wrolC 
a book, titlcd "You Should Kno\\:' to 
assist and train workcrs in dc\cloping 
thc program in thcir \arious chu rch 
schools, and in ca rrying on thc 
Excellencc Program \\ ilh maximum 
cffecti\'encss. 

I n order to Incrcase the 
mIssIOnary outlook In churches 
throughout the organi/ation, 
suggested a progrum for encouraging 
missiona ry \ision and action among 
the children, wi th the name. BCi\lIC, 
standing for '"l3oys lind GIrls 
Missionary Cms(l(!e:' We made use of 
lillic woodcn barrels. which \\e called 
"Buddy Barrels." into \\hich thl..! 
childrl..!n could placl..! their money for 
ml')Slons. The program was wcll 
recci\cd on the field. and has blcssl..!d 
thc missions work. 

A visit with some of the brl..!thrl..!n 
to a cOl1\cntion ofthl..! Southcrn BaptIst 
Churches in Dal las sparkcd an i(lca 111 

my mind for a Sunday school pageant. 
which I wrote and named. "Thl..! Good 
Ship Sunday School Evangdism:'This 
was presentcd at the mectings of a 
National Sunday School COl1\cntion 
which was hcld in thc Shrine Mosquc 
in Springfield. The pagcant was \cry 
well rcccivcd by 11 crowd of 7.000 
Sunday school workers Ii·om all o\'cr 
America. 

I rcmember that one great weck 
\ery wcll! 

During that samc wcek o f thc 
Sunday School Convention. I \\a s 
espccially busy. for I al so sct up and 
dirccted a cily·wide Sunday school 
parade. which became a major c\cnt. 
Wc had scores of noat s, m<lrching 
bands. <lncl other entries: many li·om 
othcr churches <lnd religiolls groups. in 
addi tion to those from the Asscmblics. 
Wc had thc mayor ofSpringficld in onc 
dignitary car, and in another car was 
Thomas F. Zimmcrman. pastor of 
Ccntra l Asscmbly, whom I h<ld selccled 
10 serve as ··host pastor' · fo r thc paradc. 

Church School Literature staff in 1953. Front (I·r): Hart Armstrong, 
editor·in·chief; Ellis Martin , Dorothy Morris, Elva Johnson. Back 
(I·r): Flora Sprinkle, Blanch Koon, Zelia Lindsey, Jewell Ready, 
Juanita Brown, and Betty Morris, 

[n ad([1Ilon. Ihal \\cc[.; we sCI lip 
anothcr program. thaI of a public 
I"I..!ad1l1g of thl..! l3ihk 111 d(m nlo\\ n 
Springfield. \\[w,:h g~neratl:d a grl..!al 
(kal of publIC Interl..!s!. 1 was "ble to 
Sl:cur..:: one of thc display \\ illd{)\\ S in 
thc llccr's Departmcnt Storc , th..:: 
leading store in Ihe city. with a \\ indo\\ 
fi·ollting on thc city squarc. Wc had 
dOLens of voluntcer rcaders d<lY and 
nighl. each onc reading lor 15 minutcs. 
It look us a lillIe o\cr 76 hours to reml 
thc entire Bible. and thcrc ortCIl \\ere 
quile a number of pcople out side 
Hcer's window watching and listening 
10 thc reading of thc l3ible. 

The lime came, howc\ 'er, when 
therc was no longcr a nccd for my 
services in the promotional field. and I 
began 10 senle down 10 the cdilorial 
work of supc rvisi ng the \anQllS 

Sunday school publicalions. Strangely 
cnough. it seemed to mc that r was 
going around <lnd around the circle of 
32 publications. and the "challcngc" of 
my work bcgan to lose it s appeal. • 

" 
IIart Jh ' it! Armstrong ( 1912·2001) 

\\a s ed itor orGospt'll'ublishing lI ou st" s 

C hu rch :"c hool I.it era tul'e (111)\\ Radian t 
Lif(' R(',o urc<,,) fro m 19" 6.;'.1, I h i, 
anic\(' i~ all ('\l'n pt fro m h i, houk. / SriJ/ 
Nell/em/WI", I/y E(jI"~I ' 1)(,)'\ ill 1~(' IIIl!t'{J \t, 

p ub li ,h('d h~ e h r i .. ti:l ll ("Il mllluni· 
ca tioll"l lI c" 1'.0, Ilo, 1601. \\ ic h ita . "S 
672UI · 160 1. It b a\a il a bl(' fro m tl J(' 

publ b lH.' r rnl' $ 10.50 po,tp ai tl. o r t hree 
fur $2S I) OS lpaid . 

f\rm \ tron l! I, as a Imln or lll a n~ I! ifb 
a nd talenl s. I iell ill l! h1\ pr i lll :lI'~ l! irI a ' 
Ihal uf "hdps:' l it' e\ an gcli l.l'd , 
pa"' lOr<'tJ dwrdl e... . '('f\{"d ;1, a 
mi ...... i()na .. ~ 10 $ urn :llra, ta ug ht Hihl t' 
Sllidies, \\ as a Bibl e l·ullege dean , did 
('diIOrialll orl-; , anti Ilwle hook" 

II I' left Ih (' GU' IJcI Puhl b hin:..: 
lIolls(' ill 1953 and luok a pu"iliun \\ith 
Gos p(' l Li g ht Pu bli ca tio ns. L ll e r 
rnini st .. i('s includ(' t\ " orl-;in )! lI ilh O ral 
I~ oberls, the Otf('ntlcr, u f the Chri ~tian 

Faith . anti Chri ... ti :11I COlllmunit'a liun ~. 

III addilion . ht' II(l rl-; t"d I\ ith Ulan.\ 
Pcnt ecostal l e:I(It'f ~. indutlin l! 1~()b t'l" l 

C unning ham . J, Ro ... \,dl Flo\, er, S tanh'~ 
Frod sham , G ayle Lc\,i ... . Airn('e St"llIpl(' 
i\l cPh crsun , R Ilr~ ant .\Jill'hell , Noel 
Pl'rkill . . Juhn R, Rich t'~, Iblph Ril!g~, 

Oral Robt'rt s. Wl's l c~ R. Stt't" lhc rg, E. S. 
\Villi:HIIS. T. F. Zimmcrma n. a nd many 
other s. lIis \\ id o\, . luna Armstrong, 92 , 
lin s in Wit'hila, Kansas. 
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E. Glenn Snook 

A Builder of Churches 

E. Glenn Snook's sevcntccn·ycar· 
old life took an abrupt change when he 
was pressured by his boss at the feed 
and fuel store on Lennox Avenue to 
accompany him to the First Pentecostal 
Church at Fourth and A Streets in 
Yakima, Washington. He felt trapped 
when everyone around him gOI down 
on their knees to pray, but in Ihe 
following weeks he came back and 
responded to his boss's arm around his 
shou lders. He went forward to the altar 
and prayed the first prayer or his life. 

He went home that night feeling 
an indescribable peace and wrote his 
mot her, "I feel beller than I have evcr 
felt in my entire life." His dad opened 
the letter first and came into the house 
in tears. From then on, Glenn attended 
every serv ice including jail, street, 
nursing home. and youth services. He 
became president of the Chr ist's 
Ambassadors group but considered 
himself a flop, because he was too 
bashful and hated gett ing up in front of 
everyone. 

The year was 1936, and America 
was in the grips of the Great 
Depression. E. Glenn Snook is my 
dad, and thi s is his story. He became a 
bui lder of churches and a fisher of 
men. Dad was a ta ll, skin ny, shy 
teenager and jobs were scarce. He 
started his senior year at Yakima High 
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By Ern Snook 

School ten weeks late in order to pick 
apples for three weeks, top sugar beets 
for anot her three weeks, then help with 
his fami ly's chicken ranc h- 2,OOO 
laying hens and eggs at twelve or 
fifieen cents a dozen. 

From there he moved on to the 
feed store and worked six ty hours a 
week fo r $10. There he shoveled coal, 
mixed poultry and stock feed ground 
flour, and waited on customers. 
Eveni ngs were for delivering orders 
and dodging dogs. Sti ll, he graduated 
seventeenth in his class of360 students 
at the age of sixteen. 

Then, Ihe transforming event 
which shaped his life. He was saved 
following a Bible study on the 
Tabernacle, a nd he couldn't figure 
what Tabernacle the pasto r was 
descri bing, but that didn' t stop the tug 
of the Holy Spirit on his heart . That 
summer, he received the bapt ism in the 
Holy Spirit at 2:00 a.m. on thc cement 
floor of the Machinery Building during 
a camp meeting at the fa irgrounds in 
Yakima. 

From that point on, G lenn's one 
central desire was to be in the perfect 
wi ll of God. There was no money for 
formal ed ucation, so Glenn completed 
correspondence studies through 
Berean School of the Bible. He 
married June, a VIvaCIOUS a nd 

resourceful young lady who had 
returned from a year at Northwest 
Bible Institute and came from a family 
with twelve child ren. She had rcce ived 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit at the 
age of thirteen. They said their vows in 
the old Stone Ch urch in Yakima in 
1941. They tied the washing machine 
on the running board of their little 
Plymout h sedan and headed for their 
f irst ministry in Ly le, Was hington 
(pop. 278), a small town tuckcd into 
the east side of Ihe Cascades alongside 
the Columbia River Gorge. 

They lived upsta irs III a 
d ilapidated, two-story building that 
had once been a bank. The roof leaked 
and black widow spiders prowled the 
halls, but downstairs was a room that 
would seat fifty, plus the bank vau lt. 
They were never able to stop the roof 
from leaking, and the rain is steady in 
the Cascade Mounta ins in the Pacific 
Northwest. They had eight peop le that 
firs t Sunday morning but none in the 
evening. As Dad hung the sign out 
front, a young boy watched and 
commented, " I want to hear what the 
preacher says when he hits his finge r 
with the hammer." 

Dad was good with a hammer. It 
was to be his lifelong passion and 
pattern. Take a small church in need of 
a pastor, watch God move and increase 



the congregation. build a new church. 
and eventually start all over again. 
Along the way then: were "signs and 
wonders." in which God performed 
miracles of hea li ng and met their 
material needs over and over again. 
Severa l yea rs later. they opened 
another slOrefront church in nearby 
I3ingen, Was hington. They soo n 
needed a bui ld ing but had no money. 
The No rthwest District o ffice in 
Scali Ie gave them $500 and loa ned 
them another SI,OOO. They met in a 
ten t whil e Dad built the church 
himself. There was on ly one ot her man 
in the congregation. and he waS 67 
years old. 

In Bingen . Mom and Dad lived in 
a workers' cabin but had to vacate. 
With money sent by the ir old friends in 
the yout h g roup in Ya kima. they 
purchased a sma ll home that had to be 
movecl because the gove rnment was 
raising the water level on the Columbia 
Ri ver. The government changed th eir 
plans and ra ised the water early, and 
the next morning the water was three 
feet deep where the house had been, 

Ilowe\er. the mover had decided to 
come back alier dinner the night before 
in order to 1110\e his truck to higher 
ground. The next morning. their house 
was silling on a lillie knoll ju:)t abo\e 
the water line. a small Mount Ararat 
surrounded by river water. 

It got too cold for services in the 
tent. and Dad worked all night that 
Saturday before the opening of tile new 
church. At 6:00 a,lll .. he was stil l on 
the roof. cutting a hole in which to 
stick a stovepi pe. More than fifty 
years later. the church still stands, 
greatly improved. 

Their next stop was Cle Elull1. 
Washington. a town of about three 
thousand. Once again. they started 
humbly. in an old basement building 
and built another church. tearing down 
an old store build ing to salvage lumber 
and put the "Saloon" sign on the wall 
o f the baby nursery. 

Dad was carry ing a large piece of 
g lass and inj ured his back. In great 
pain. he started a fire in the stove and 
lay across the altar. overwhelmed with 
despair. There was a deadline to get 

Top left : A street meeting in Winlock , 
Washington. Top right: Pastor and 
Mrs. Glenn Snook at the Bingen, 
Washington, church. Bottom left: 
Glenn Snook working in the Yakima, 
Washington, feed store. His boss 
encouraged him to attend services 
at the First Pentecostal Church 
where he was converted in 1936. 
Bottom right: Glenn and June Snook 
at church they started In Granite 
Falls , Washington. 

thc old budding do\\ n. and h~ couldn't 
mme. As he prayed he fclt a big warm 
hand on his back. right \\ here 11 hun 
Ihe rno~t. The pam :-.topped Instantl). 
and he jumped to his fect. ..,houllng! 
Another miracle. 

Four year:) pas:)ed and in 1951. 
our family. no\\ \\ ilh tltr..:e children. 
mo\ed 10 lake a church in a fonner 
fUlleral chapel in Winlock. 
Washington. Dad kepI 1I small 
cardboard box in a closet. It had a 
finger'si7ed hoh: in the bOHom. and 
COlton touched wi th red paint arollnd 
the hole. If he dusted his finger \\ ith 
powder 10 make it look "dead:' thrust it 
up through the hole and held his hand 
JUSt right. he would tell a story that the 
dead finger was len in the former 
mort uary. li e would olTer 10 let our 
guests. usually missionaries. touch his 
finger and then would move it. It got a 
good laugh every time! 

Once again. a new church was 
constructed and is still the As~embly of 
God 011 Main St reet in Winlock. They 
moved the chapel nex t door and built 
the ncw church on the corner where the 
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house had been. They bUilt the entire 
church for pretty much the cost of Just 
the nails In the roof 20! Labor, 
materials, and everythmg else, was 
donated. One man donated the trees, 
another used his loggmg truck to drag 
them out of the woods, and Dad ran the 
bulld07er. Evenings In the winter were 
spent splitt ing cedar shakes for the 
roof. It took two years to build the 
church, and by the tlmc It was done, it 
was already filled with two hundred 
people out of a population of eight 
hundred. Many were saved and healed. 
A founeen-year-old girl was allergic to 
food and growing dangerously thin . 
She was slain 111 the Spint and heard a 
voice sayll1g, " Helen, Will you trust 
me?" Afterwards she wa!' able to eat 
all food and was completcly hcaled 
from asthma. 

A burly German logger suffered 
spmal damage from a fallmg tree and 
could no longer log. lIis left arm was 
useless, and his eyesight was damaged. 
li e was in constan t palO. li e was 
completely healed and missed the train 
to have spme-blocking surgery. Then 
there \\as Willie. HIS back was broken 
111 four places when he fell between thc 
cars in a logging train. Sevcral spine 
surgeries left hlln crippled and he 
scarched for relicfin alcohol and hea\y 
smok ing. His breath was 
ovcrpowenng, but he was healed at the 
altar. li e became church janitor before 
elUermg the mmistry for Ihe remainder 
orhis life. 

Our parsonage was filled with 
mus ic and laughter. Many of the 
special music groups came to our 
living room to practice their special 
numbers before going 10 the church 
next door. There were also Salurday 
night st reet meetings with guitars, and 
special music groups from the church. 
I remember clutching Dad's legs as he 
preached to the town on the st reets of 
Winlock. 

It was 1955 and time to move on 
to another challenge. This time it was 
a move across the country to Ferndale 
Assembly of God, in a subu rb of 
Detroit. A building program was 
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Slaned after several years, and once 
again, Ihe \,,'ork was sub-contracted and 
materials were obtained in any way 
possible. A new two-story sanctuary 
was built on inc \I1ilc Street. Thc 
church scats were obtallled at a bargam 
price from a former burlesque theater 
III downtown Detroit. A newspaper 
reponer got \',;ord of it, and onc of thc 
board members along with Dad 
appeared on the front pagc of the 
Delroil NewJ, carrying out the seats. 
with the hcadllllc, ·'Burlcy Pews Go to 
Churchr· I remember Dad's 
description of another miracle, when 
he was attending an Oral Roberts 
revival in Detroit. As Oral Roberts 
prayed for a man with crossed eyes, 
Dad saw the man's eycs straighten and 
become normal. 

Ten years later, the church had 
doubled in size , and it was God's time 
to move again! This time it was to 
Trinity Assembly of God in Flint, 
Michigan. They had four building 
programs in ten years there. Perhaps 
the most rewarding part of Dad's 
ministry occurred thcre. It was the 
sixties, and as some yOtlng people fled 
the drug subculture, Ihey turned to God 
III the Jesus Barn. 

A pole barn for buses was 
eom·crted mlO a weekly gathering 
placc, and many you ng people were 
won to Christ, filled with the Spirit, 
and nurtured in the faith. It was a 
major adjustment for the congregation 
to welcome these youth with their long 
hair and unconvcntional dress, but it 
became one of their most fruitful 
ministries. It made Trinity the fastest 
growing church in Michigan for a time. 

Another decade passed and this 
time the ca ll was to Mount Hope 
Church in Lansing. The pattcrn was 
familiar. A small, dedicated but 
discouraged congregation needed 
leadership and growt h. This was 
Gle nn and June's fi nal formal 
pastorate. and they had a five-year 
plan. They reached their goal of 
becomi ng a congregation of five 
hundred and debt-free righ t on 
schedule. Today it is one of the largest 

churches 111 Michigan WIth a 
congregation of around four thousand. 

If the large churehe:s of today 
could speak. thcy would tell the stories 
of thclr carly beginnings. Services III 

storefronts and street meetings. 
baptismal services in rivers wi th cold 
watcr, healings and baptisms in 
services that lasted long into the night. 
Lives were changed and thiS move of 
God was accomplished through 
dedicated men and women of God. 
They built churches, cleared their debt, 
and raised their families along the way, 
building launching pads for thc large, 
dynamic mcgachurches of today. God 
works in mysterious ways. his mighty 
wonders to perform. 

Glenn and June Snook ha\c been 
retired since 198 I. They went on to 
pioncer another church in Granitc 
Falls, Washington, during retiremcnt. 
They finally built their o\\n home on 
ten acres in Arlington. 

Today, Glenn lives in a nursing 
home in Kirkland Washington. and 
Junc lives next door in assisted li\ing. 
They visit every day. They have six 
chtldren, sixteen grandcluldren, and 
five great gra ndchi ldren. They have 
led hundreds to Ch ri st and built six 
churches, debt-free, along thc way. 
They are back to within one hundred 
miles of where il all began over sixty 
years ago. -t.-

Ern Snook has a B.A. in English 
literature from the University of 
Michigan and M.Ed. from Wayne State 
University in Detroit. A retired 
salesman for AFLAC, he and his wife, 
Jan, live in Kirkland, Washington , near 
his parents, Glenn and June Snook. 



Oscar M. Dykes, as a 
young pastor in the 1950s 

I grc" up 111 an A"sembhe:-. of 
God home and church in Andalu..,ia. 
Alabama. one or n1l1e childn:n. \I~ 

father. a dalr) man. died ... uddenl) from 
an aceident;11 gun..,hol In 1929. \1) 
godl) mother rean:d all nine children 
in the fear of God and \\lIh IIi'> 
miraculous help. She Ined 10 '>ee all 
nine ehildrcn and in-hl\\s sa\ed and 
regular members of churches. Se\en of 
the nine arc still li\ ing the oldest is 
95. Three of the sons entered the 
ministry and an.: Mill Ihing. By the 
way. the SI.!\cn siblings mect once a 
year with olher rclati\c» for a r..:union 
in the Southca ... t U.S. 

I wa» drancd into the U.S. Navy in 
19-13 at agc 18 and stalioned at Na\al 
Air Station in Petl»acola. Florida. for 
my 3 years of military scnicc. While 
in the Na\ y. I sum.:ndered to a call to 
preach. My \\ ire. Louise. and r \\crc 
married in NO\ ember of 19-14. Upon 
discharge from the Na\y in 19-16. I 
applied to al1end Central Bible 
Institute (no\\ College] under the G. r. 
Bill ofRighb.1 graduated in 1950 wilh 
a B.A. degree. 

From the age or 15. I \\ as acti\e in 
the local church in Andalusia. in jail 
and nursing home ministry. outstation 
ministry while in the c hurch In 
Pensacola. and outstation ministry at 

By Oscar ~1. D) kcs 

Centro I Bible ('('Illeg\,.' \ 1\ fif'>! full­
\line mllll,,!r) began on "talT at 
\1,11\llle .\,,:-.el1lbl) ur (i('Kl r'anama 
Cn). F1onda. III 1950. it.., Sunda) 
School Promouon;\1 Director. (The 
tCfllllnolog) \\()Uld he (Illferent IOda) .) 

I \\a.., ordained b) the \\e"" 
!-londa Di"tru.:t Coum:illll 1951. ilnd 1 
n: ... igned fmm \1111\llle \ (I tnhecomc 
thc fir..,t ful1-llll1e Chri..,t'" 
Ambas ... adors (l.:\.) pr":..,ldent of thc 
\\ 'e ... 1 Florida Dlstrlcl CoulH:d. Dunng 
my time of :-.el"\ ICI.! In thaI po",uIlln. I 
\\a ... able to org~HlI/e the flr:-.t \ (I 

youth camps 11\ the \\1.'"" I lorida 
Diqrict. \\!lIch were held on Ihe 
Bapti»t Youth Camp "'Ite In Panama 
Cit). 

In \Uglht 1952. I re .. lgned a.., D­
C \P of thc \\'('"t l10rida Dl"tncl 10 
accepl an appOIntmcnt by thl.! \Iabam" 
Dlslrict Council to ]}lOn..:cl' an 
.\:-.scmbly of {;od church In hl~elle. 

Alabama. a :-.l11a1l 10\\ n III nonh"e,,1 
Alabama. Thr..:e people had pun.:hased 
a small piece ofpropeny. Thc Alabama 
Districl prO\ ided a small tent; and \\ IIh 
my fami ly of four. and tlll·l.!e othcr 
persons. wc erec ted the tent and 
opened church" ilh a \\\o-\\cek rc\ i\al 
meeting. The AI<lbama district 
superintendent. T. I r. Spcnce. assured 
me of 550 per month financial su pport 
ror three 111onlhs. aner \\hich it would 
be up to me and God to support my 
family and myselr. 

Arter 15 months or meeting in the 
tent in al1 kinds of wcather. the church 
moved into a roughed-in building. 
which had been constructed ne\l to the 
tent location. After four years or 
wonderful ministry and e.xpcriencing 
literally hundreds ofGod's miracles of 
grace. I resigned a great congregation 
of people that God had helped tiS 10 
carve out of that lillie 1O\\n. 

In 1956. I accepted an 
appointment by the Alabama District 
Council to become the first full -time 
Home Missions Dircclor for thc 

\lab'lI1li1 DI .. trict Om: )car later 1 \\iI" 
apPo1llted D-C \P for the dl"trict. I-or 
the nC'-t (l )cal' I "en cd III that olllCc 
pmnwtmg and c01ll.Iucung area C\ . 
ml1H:". Specd till.' Light fund-r..u ... lng 
lour... slimmer )uuth c.Hnp.... ;Lilli 

..,Iale\\ Ide annual Thank"gl\ IIlg t \ 
COl1\ellll0n ... 

In 1963. due to poor he;l1th. I 
re"lgn\,.·d thc \I<lbam;! 1)-( \P l)Il1CC 
and returm:d (0 tlK' p;hloratl.'. \\ll1cll 
Inclmlcd "sorth CClUral \ (I. 

Crl.! ... t\ic\\. Iionda. Cahar) \ (,. 
Columhu .... (ieorgl:l. Ilr..,t \ (, In 
\n111"ton. \laham;1. and 111',,1 \ (I HI 

Ilanfonl \Iabanu. In rccent ~ear..,. [ 
lla\e "..:n..:d;h IIltenm p.htor 1I1",c\l.'ral 
churche .... 

\1\ \\ifc :Ind ha\c f1\e 
"onderful dl1ldren. t\\el\e grand­
children. and "I\, grl.'al-grallllchddren 
Our oldl.!..,1 "on. \1I1ton D)ke.., and 
"11'1.'. Kn",,~. p;htor SOllth..,lde \ (i In 
Jacboll\ die. 1 lorida_ Our thrce 
daughlel' marned nl1nhtcr" and arc III 

full-tunc mllH ... lry. ROil and "sorma 
i\lcGee paslor The Rock III 

Wilmington. i'-orlh Carolina: RIC!.; and 
Pamci;1 Welborne p'h!Or I ee"hurg 
Fir~t A G in Fruitland ParI.. . I'l orida: 
Tim and Janel Suddreth arc children"" 
pastors at Suncoast Cathedral In St . 
Pl.!tcr»bmg. Florida: our ... on I\ la\. 
Dykes. his \\if..: Darlene. and daughter 
Amber. Ii\ C in Kingslaml Georgia. li e 
is a planl mtl1lltenancc supef\ I..,or. 

At age 79. I am rdlred from 
pastoring. and Ill~ \\Ife and I h\c 11\ 

Fruitland Park. Florida. \\ here \\I.! 
attend Leesburg First A G. p:htored b) 
our son-in-Ia\\. Rick Welborne. 

A lillIe sideline IntereSI l\ that 
during my entire pastoral ministry not 
one church member died \\hile I "as 
pastor of the church including an 11-
yea r pastorate in Anniston. (1 r I shOllld 
have occasion to submit another 
rcsume to a prospectl\c church 
paStor:lte. I \\'ould include that rccord 
in my resume.) 
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Hot Springs 
Children 's Home 

Choice Chrislinn Grcctings from 
WONDERFUL WYOMING! 

What a wonderful thrill it was to 
read about Ilil1crest Children's Ilome 
in the sum mer I.!dition of !Ieriwge. I 
was one of the lifetime subseriber~ in 
the beginning of the publication. 

I just wanted to add a little bit to 
the time of our tenure at the I lome. 
During our yca rs there, the ne\\ dining 
hall and the gym nasiulll were built. 
But we did not feet these were Ollr 
grl.!atest accomplishmen ts. 

In our first year" great fl oly 
Ghost revival broke out alllong "our 
kids." It sta rted in ollr older boys' 
cottage and soon spread across thc 
e ntire campu s. We began having 
serv ices in the Chapel every night 
except S"turday and Sunday when they 
were involved in the local churches. 
Needless to say, this comple tely 
c hanged Ihe attilude of the whole 
campus, and it made our job of 
administrator so much easier. 

r I I r) un r) r-' J 
FJ r',.r 

We made a sliney at the time of 
our retirement and it showed that 
statistically 930'0 of the residellts had 
becn saved and most of them had 
received the baptism in the Iioly Spiril 
with the c\idence of speaking in other 
tongues. To God be the glory, great 
things l ie has done! 

God bless you. Brother Warner. 
We look forward with keen 
anticipation to each issue of Nerifage. 

I L W. Th ieman 
Torrington. Wyoming 

More on the 
Ambassador Airplanes 

I read with great interest the 
article "Meeting an Old Friend in 
England" (Summer 2004) by Wayne 
Warner on the two Ambassador 
airplanes of the Assemblies of God. 

J was a ministerial aviation 
student at Cl3 I/Cl3C in 1946-50. I had 
the privilege 10 be pcrsonally 
acquainted with these two airplanes 
and thcir crews. One of these crew 
members was James O. Adkins, my 

Officials examining wreckage of the Assemb lies of God amphibian plane 
which sank in the Lake of the Ozarks in October 1948. 
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night instructor in the Cl31 night 
school who taught mc how to ny. I was 
a \olunteer helping to load the 
Amhassadors \\ ilh missionary 
equipment and supplil!s for their nights 
to the mission fields. 

On a sad note, r also helped to 
clean up debris from a Speed the Light 
Seabee airplane that crashed while 
practicing touch and go landings on a 
lake ncar the SOllthern Missouri 
Di strict campgrounds. 13ellY Johnston, 
an employce at the Assemblies of God 
headquarters. died in Ihat crash. It was 
her first and only airplane ride. 

13eing personally acquainted with 
the night crews afforded mc 
opportunities to hear firsthand of some 
of the miracles that occurred on those 
overseas night s. God was good. 

[ have some personal photos of 
both of the Ambassadors which I will 
be happy 10 donate to the Archives 
should they be desired. [The photos arc 
now in the FPIIC collection.] 

Oscar M. Dykes 
Fruitland Park, Florida 

Newspaper clippillgs alld !y/A 
illl'esligaliolls oflhis Qc/ober 10. 1948 
/rage(~l' are al'(li/ahle ill Ihe Flowe,. 
Pellfecoslal !Ierilage Celllel: Olher 
passellgers illclllded £. L. Masoll. pilol 
alld missiollmy: /VaIleI' J. Kome/sell. 
Cellll'(ll IJible Il/slifllle .';flldel1l; (llId 
Grace Carroll. a secreta I)' af Ihe 
Assemblies of God headql/arters. See 
"TestimollY Time" ill this issl/e for 
Oscar Dykes' SlOl)'. 

envied your research and 
discovery of thc Ambassador 1/ [sec 
Wayne Warne r's "Meeting an Old 
Friend in England," Summer 2004]. 

I love to visit the Air Force 
Museum in Dayton; but to discover a 
personal and organizational connection 
to a historic plane would be a 
phenomenal experience! If I have a 
chance 10 get back to London, I hope to 
visit the museum. 

May the Lord richly bless your 



continuing cndca\ors to remind you r 
pcoplc of their dcbt to g rcal spirit ual 
ancc~tors. Onc of my fa\orite quotcs 
is, ·· E\·cry prcsc t1l succcss is built upon 
a past sac rifi cc." 

Bishop Clydc rvt. [[ughcs 
International Pcntcco~tal 
Church of Chri~t 
London. Ohio 

The Ambassador II is a 8-/7 
airp/ol1e.lormer(l· owned 01/(/ operated 
hy the A.Iselllhlies 0/ God World 
,\fissioll s. (lild 11011" ill (he Alllericall Air 
MuseulI/ . Imperial 11 ('1/' Mu seulII. 
f)uxjord. Englalld. 

Remembers 
H, E. and Dollie Simms 

J just wanted to Ict you know how 
much I cnjoycd thc article by Glenn 
Gohr on Sistcr Dolli c Simms 
('" Rcflcctions of I lot Springs:' Spring 
2004). Actually [ cnjoycd c\ cry bit o f 
thc iss lic. What a mccting it must hm c 
bccn in I lot Springs 90 years ago. 

Whcn [ rcad about Sistcr Simms 
in the article. it lOok IIIC back to my 
youth. Whcn I was a young cvangclist. 
1 rcceived a lettcr from Brother II . E. 
Simms invi ting mc to prcach a rcvival 
for him. So wc travcled to EI Dorado, 
Arkansas. and prcachcd a wcck in thc 
lie\\' Morning Star Tabernacle. Thi s 
church was still in thc pionecring 
stagc. Thc ta bc rnaclc did not have 
windows or doors at that timc. My 
wife and our baby daughter. Jani s, 
wcre invited to stay in the " Prophets 
Chambcr" (apartmcnt) at thc First 
Asscmbly. Pastor Erling Saxclid of 
First Asscmbly in El Dorado helped 
underwritc Ihis spccial wcck of 
cvangclism. August 5-12.1957. 

I was so priv ileged to work with 
Brothc r and Sis ter Simms. Thcy 
blcsscd mc grcatly. What wondcrful 
godly lcadcrs they both were. 

Than k you ;md the l-/eriTage for 
kecping alive the memory of our g rcat 
foundc rs. Vcry soon now wc will all be 
callcd away to mcet these spccial ones 

on th e othc r sick. Plcase kccp up your 
good work. God bles~ you all. 

R. Kcnncth George 
Nc\\ Mexico District 
Supcrintendent 
Albuquerquc. i\C\\ ~lcxieo 

Heritage Brings 
Back Memories 

I ju~t recched /-/erita?,l' and \\as 
excitcd to :-.ee Louise N,lIIki\ ell on the 
cO\er. Ycs . \\C wcnt 10 sec her l11any 
year~ ago in Ra\ cnna. Ohio. Secm:­
like yc~terday. J was a youngstcr. 1 
found her humble, do\\n to earth, full 
of the Spi rit of JOY. The GLO RY 
flo\\cd through her \\ it h such blcs~it\g. 

John Wright Fol ldW. Oh, ye:-.. 
I low we sltJdents at 1:J31 [Eastcrn Bible 
In stitu te] gathered around him like 
litt le chicks and consu med c\e[') \\ord 
that fdl from his lips. I [cOd prcaeh for 
threc hours strai g ht and s till h:l\e 
cnormous cllcrgy to keep going. 

I Ie was a preachcr's preachcr!! 
Thanks for tclli ng me about the 

lieritage websitc. I just applied and 
am looking forward to rescarching the 
namcs of many ofyestcryear. I'm surc 
I lanie I [ammond wil l be among the 
others I am in tcrested in . Your 
intc rview with he r would bc vc ry 
intercsting to hear. Waync. 

Can you imagine her refuting 
Toral WOlllon! 

That is rcally funny. But I sec her 
point. Folks like her, back then. had not 
mllch usc for psyc hology. ctc. Thcy 
belicved ALL could be answcred at thc 
ALTAR in pnlycr! Amen! 

Thanks again. Wayne. You and 
Heritage truly fulfill a uniquc and 
inspiring mini stry for the bod y of 
Ch rist. God Bless YO U! 

David and Kathlccn Ver?illi 
Ctnfield, Ohio 

Working on 
Loca l Church History 

Dcar Glcnn lGohr]. 
Thanks for tile tapcs o f I3cnha 

Lawrence Schncider ;md Carl O·Guill. 

The rcsean; h regardmg I·dward, St reet 
th<;embly of God [n Alton. illinOiS, ha") 
been gCII[ng [nterl'")tlllg. I had ~!l read)' 

kno\\n Ihat \\l1ltalll L KIrkpatrick. A. 
W. Kortkamp, and O\\en Carr had 
pa~tored there. but ycstcnlay at thl' 
arch[\l" I \\a, :Iblt.! to find o ut that 
Il arr) 130\\ Icy had a[<;o pa,tOfed thert.!. 
AImee Semple ~h: Pher:-on \ t.,lted 1ll 

1921. and John G. Lake ilia} h,l\ e 
spoken there \\ hen he camc to Alton In 
1914. There arc a number of locnl 
Allon ne\\:-papcr mde\ cntnc~ that I 
\\a11l to pursue once I get tllllC, 

I \\ til probabJ) \ 1..,lt LClllllcl l1 atr:­
·'DO\\ IC Chu rch" building loc~lton 10 
see if therc':, a church bUIlding the re 
today and to see If anyone there or in 
Ihc nllmcdiate neighborhood has all) 
information. [ want to photograph till', 
and othcr location:. around SI. LOllI',. 
such a:- the :.ite:-. o f thc Cio:-.pel 
Publishing Il ou:-c. c\angel Il o[m:. 
1\lother ~ I o i ~l"s homc~. ~ l oth er Ouo'~ 

home. :-IIC of the original A G church 
pa:.tored by J. \V. Welch. :.itc of ~laria 
Woodwo rth -Eller's tent mceting:- in 
1890. location o f the 13e\l;rly 
Canadine re\ ivaI at Centcnmy Church. 
sitcs of ~ 10lhcr I3arne~' and Den 
Pemberton's tent Illceting:-. and early 
churches. etc. [don 't kno\\ if 1 \\111 
find anything ori ginJI ~li l l at any of 
these s ites . and I don't kno\\ to \\ hat 
cxtcnt [·11 j ust bc duplicating work 
others have done if I track dO\\ nail 
these places. Thanks for al l your help. 

Stevcn Phipps 
SI. Lo ui s. Missou ri 

Correction 
In lhe Summcr issue. a corrcetion 

needs \0 bc made o n the 'luiL. "A G 
Fi rsts:' Joh nni e Barne~ was brought in 
to be the first Nat ional Commander 
aher it was alread y dec ided th erc 
would be a boys' organi/iltio n ca ll ed 
Royal Range rs opcra ting under th c 
all spi ccs of Ihe Mcn 's Fcllowship 
Departmcnt. l Ie was Ihe first Nati onal 
Commandcr, but he was no t thc 
founder. 
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Some Letterheads I Have Known 
Interesting memorabilia in the Flower Pentecostal Heritage Center's many collections include 
important correspondence. Of course, the content of the letters to ministers and headquarters 
personnel of the Assemblies of God is the most important part of these sheets of paper. But in 
searching through files. we find it is also fascinating to read the names of people listed on the 
letterheads. Maybe you'll recognize names on these eight selected letterheads from 1920-40 and 
can provide anecdotes about them. If so, please write and share a personal experience or a 
story you have heard about one or more of the people. Send to Editor Wayne Warner, Heritage, 
1445 N. Boonville Ave .. Springfield. MO 65802 
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Recent visitors to the Flower Pentecostal Heritage Center were reunited with an 
important part of history in the s torefront church- Minnie lee Allen 's pump organ 
(see story in Spring 2004) . Standing at the right is Mrs. Allen 's son James E. 
Allen , 87, Bastrop, louisiana, who has been preaching for 72 years . " I had my 
first revival at age 15," he said. He added that he wou ld be preaching the next 
Sunday. Playing the organ is Marcia l edn icky, Brother A lien 's daughter. On the 
left is Marcia 's husband, Maurice lednicky, former president of Central Bible 
Co llege, Springfield , Missouri. 

The three sons of the late 
Bartlett and l ee Peterson met in 
Springfield recently and toured 
the Flower Pentecostal Heritage 
Center and the Headquarters 
complex. From the right are 
Dennis and his w ife Peggy, 
Canyon Country, California ; 
John, Springfield, Missouri ; Bill 
and his wife Carolyn, Auburn , 
Californi a. Bartl ett Peterson 
(1908-88) served as general 
secretary of the Assemblies of 
God, 1959-75. 
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Heritage l etter 
(Continued from p. 3) 

Ilankln,> \\ekomed them to the ne\\ 
congregation. 

Another group pres,>ed around the 
bru,>h arbor. rhls group. hO\\eH:r. had 
not come to hear anolllted preaehlllg and 
to humble lhellheh e,> at a rough altar. 
\\hich \\a!> often referred to as the 
"mourner's bellch." ThIS CTO\\ d had 
come to make trouble. 

!lut they Iwd no idea that the Iloly 
Splfll \\a~ at \\or~ and could comlct the 
lllO'>t h;mlencd SlIlner. The 1101) Splfll 
dId COI1\ iet. and mall) lllcluding the 
bootk'ggers \\ere comerted. The .. cene 
reminds us of lilles from an old :.ong: 

I 1II!IIt there rofigJI/. 
Hilt. 011. Illy. Ihm night. 
Somelhillg gOI hold (l11II1!. 

The pioneer church soon became 
God's safe haven and a ~piritlLal 

lIghthouse. especially on Saturday nIghts 
\\ hen area residellts drank and CMOlL..,ed. 
~Ian) \\ho \\erc aHracted by the It\dy 
music came into Ihe church and \\ere 
COll\ erted. 

When cold weather hit Freestone 
County. the growing congregati on 
1110\ cd illlo the schoolhouse. The next 
year I lankins and his band of \olullIeers 
began to construct their dream church 
a 50' x 30' wooden sanctuary \\ ith a tin 
roof. a wood-burning heater. and \\ hite 
gas lantcrns. Hankins. who until this 
time had been in "\\hi te collar" jobs. 
began to work \\ ith his hands. side-by­
side \\ ith Young residents. Two years 
hiler c hurch volunteers dressed up the 
sanctuary with new wallpaper. 

City folk s w it h a fancy brick 
comp lex and pipe o rgan could not have 
been any more proud. 

Times \\cre hard during Ihe I 930s. 
I f you \\ ere not born yet. just ask your 
parenb or grandparellls. Incomc in the 
ea rly years for Il ankins averagcd 52-3 
per month. !lu t the members of the 
church tithed their eggs. producc. and 
slaugluered meat: and Ihey gil\e g:lsoline 
and clothes. One \\oman was faithful to 
bring two or Ihree eggs e\ cry Sunday 
morning. It \\as all she could gi\e. 
Friends in Da llas and other places Sel11 
gins, SHying somcthing likc . "The Lord 

" The Church changed and enriched the life of the community 
by helping eradicate the illegal bootlegging activity because the 
people were converted to Christ, and many voluntarily destroyed 
their whiskey stills and returned to family farming ." 

-Freestone County Museum Commission, 1997 

told me \Oll needed this:' \nd Ihc\ dId . . 
need II . 

\\ 'Ith tl11'. ~11ld of com;erll for Ihelr 
1l:l">tor. the II ;\n~lI1" farml) ne\er \\ent 
hungr}. 

Three limes during h" m11l"try at 
Young commUnil). Ilan]..lIh felt that he 
..,hould 1ll0\ e on to either r;l .. tor ;1\1 

e'l;l ... t111g church or plant another. 'hH) of 
the three lime ... <I po\\erfu[ magnet 
~eemcd \() pull hrm bac~ to thiS 
C01l1ll1l1l111) of hh youth . lie len Ihe 
church III ]935 for a pa .. torate III 
\ larque/. Tna ... bUI returned 10 the 
Young COITlIllUnl1) Ihe n('\.t )Cilr. 

In 1940 lIall~LI11> mO\ed to 

\\'orth;Ull. about 25 Illlle:.- :I\\ily. to planl 
anolher church. BllI 111 1943 he returned 
to the Young church that he had 
founded 10 )ear.., earlier \\here he 
remained a ... p:l'>tor lor another 3 )ear<.. 

The lIan~lIlS and Young ..,Ior) 
cannot be told \\ Ilhol1t saylllg somethlllg 
about the 1111nisters \\ ho carne to help 
and those who \\ere called i1l10 the 
ministry. Elinbeth Gallcy (bIer \\,ibon) 
ministered for nearly 2 year~ :11 Young 
before going to China as a missionary. 
Minnie Lo\\ ry later became a librarian al 
SOlLlhwestern Assemblies of God 
Uni\ersi ty. Fredna and Meh in Granl. 
Jane Collins, and other ministers \\ere a 
big help in getting Ihe church on its fcet. 

Of the se\ eral con\erted and called 
to preach. nllle \\ere former 
bootleggers some of the boyhood 
fr icnds of Robert Ilankins. And Roben 
and Rachel's own ~on Billy Bob (13 . 13.) 

followed his father into the 1lllllistry. 
In his later years Robert lIan~l1l~ 

pastored other churches. but the Young 
community was always on hi!' heart nnd 
in his prayers. And he \\as ne\er \ery far 
awny. The Fairfield church. 8 miles 
sout h of the Young community. called 
him as pastor in 1948 \\ here he remained 
tllllil 1953. 

The year 1955 was n Irying onc for 
the Hankin s famil y and friends. Da\ id, 
Robert's only sibling. died in r-,'lal'ch. 
Three 1110nths laler Robert Q. Ha n~ins. 

Ihe )oung man \\ho ga\e up a hu .. lIle .. .., 
career to planl a rural church. \\;l"> called 
10 111eel h .... m;l~er 5 da) .... hor! of hiS 
551t blrthda) Rachel. Ihe \\ de of I,..., 
~outh. ]ned another [5 )c...... I he) arc 
a\\alllng the re .. urrecllon III ()a~\\ood 

CCTlletcr), Cor-.ie;lna. Tl· .... h 

,()\\. Bethel Chun.:h lI\e .. on. bUI 

not Jlht In the memone .. nf the Ilan~ln .. 
children and thc Young eonHnunll) 
re..,l{lcnt~ \\ hen the populallon of thi .. 
rural eOIlI11HLnll) d\\ l11dlct!, and Ihe 
church clo .. ed m 1987. Ihe I bn]..\Il .. 
clllidren. fn('Il(t... and Ihe Iree .. tone 
Counl) \hl"eUITl COm1llls"lon \\or]..ed 
together 10 I11me the old hlllldl1lg 10 the 
COtllll) \ museum :m:a III I :mfleld_ llere 
It \\a~ rl'stored. dedicated III 1997. and 
placed on the dad) lour of the complc\ 

So tod;,) III a promment place , 
Bcthel Church ..,11 .. along hus) 1-45 
bel\\een Dalkh and Ilol1~ton. a 1lle1llori:tl 
for \\ hal God (lid Ihrough a dedIcated 
couple and r.:hurch member .. III the rtl"tl 
Young community beglllnlllg ,>OI11C 70 
}ear~ ago. 

11 0\\ truc Ihal "Where '>111 

abounded. grace {lid mUl:h more 
abound:' I \en 111 the "Bootleg (;lp1l<l1 
ofTe'l;"~:' 

... A bru~h arbor \\,a.., cOl1strucled \\ tlh poles 
as a (mmc 10 hold a bnhh roof II \\;1" .. el 
up ror re\l\;11 Illcellllg.., 10 protect from thc 
SUI1 and 1.1111 

Inro r lllalil)n rIJr this COIUIIIII ('a ll t(' fmlll 
churl'll n 'cnni.'> : lI ankin, fallli l ~ 

I1H' rnlll'r, : Ihc I~o hnt '1 I.' t/ J.!a r Il ch "i1c: 
and Ihc hooklN . " lIi s tor~ or tlu' Bethel 
f\ SSC lllbl ~ or God C hurc h li nd l is 
Fo und er. Robert Q. lI ankin ... :· b~ J ca ll 
I-I allkins "t' " ('~ arid pu hli\ hcd h~ r h(' 
"dlt-.I II IJLI ~(, ill 1996. Th e houkkt is 
lll ili la bh' from Ih (' Fn'C\tUlH' CO llnt ~' 

Il isturkal ~ ItIH' IIIl1 . 30Z Ea ... t ~ hlill . 1'.0. 
Uo\: 52 ... Fairridd . TX 758"0 for $2 
postl)ai d . 

Wayne Warner is director o f the Flower 
Pentecostal Heritage Center and editor 
01 Heritage magazine . 
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In 0 
While in the Eugene·Springfield, Oregon, area in 
August, editor Wayne Warner interviewed five 
retired missionaries for the Flower Pentecostal 
Heritage Center oral history program. They are 
Bruce and Audrey Manning. Chile; Ron and 
Shirley Keyser, Liberia and Ethiopia; and Alice 
Carlson Smith, Colombia. 

Alice Carlson Smith 
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l) aI S~ Rulh All c n : Church 
history: 1/01'/11011." A\'\{!l1Ih~\' 0/ God. 
1933-]004 (Pickton. TX). Jonathan 

Bac r : Dissertation: " Perfect)) 
I.:.mpowcrcd Bodies: Di\ inc Il caling in 
Modcrni/ing America:' Ph .D. 
di sse rtati on. Yale U l1i\ cr~iiY. r..11I) 
2002. Seotl Bailey: R ccl-lo - r~l'l tape 
of Aimee Semple 1\1cPhcrson sermon 
on "Oi\ inc Il ctllin g in the Word of 
God": Miscel laneous photographs 
from estate of Gilbert Lilsingcr: 
Songbook: R('I'im! Flail/I! BoslI'o"''' 
Call1poigll Special. } nl 0.:£1. l I923'?]. 
i\ lrs. Poll," Ilrown : Books: Sc\cral 
books and coll ections ofslorics. IlI l'7. 
Ihya lll : Book: God Can' ,\1(' 1I 

SaiplIIH' by Rowena ('ha\ cs as told 
to I11C/ Bryant. 

I)a II I C UTlllhns: Slides of 1-'1. 
Apache In([i,lIl RCScJ"\ulion from eslate 
of Pearl Foster. Ct'oq.:c and 1\lil"iam 
Cook: Phot o of George & Miriam 
Cook: Po.!n and ink drawing of Indi a: 
Ilandbook of" South India Full Gospe! 
Assemblies. No rm C urrc ll : 
Pcriodicals: Bridal ("all (Ai mce 
Sc m pie Mc Pherson). 1920. 1922 
(some needed. somc duplicates)" 
I.ealha I'erkins Dahl~ '·l' n : 

Pholographs of" J. Wand Flora Welch. 
and of homc or Wi[liam Parham al 

Cheney. Kansas: Book: 8ilS alld Pieces 
[renc Rogers Manney. [970: 

Obituary: Evelyn Wyall: News clip: 
··Christlan Boom Below EqualOr." Tlte 
Press-ElIlerprise (J [cmet. CI\). Oct. 
[4. 2003. 1\lar~· Dl'\\{'Y: Leller: To 
Mary J. Colc 11"0111 Gladys Hi nson. 
Natlona[ Chi[(\rcn·s Ilomc. 11 01 

Springs. A R. June 19. 1945. 
Bill Fal"l"an cl : 1\l1i 5s io11ary 

memoirs: If :.,. COl lO lJe Cod, !Ji/~1 ·: 01" 

SOllie FIIIIII.I" Thillgs (/1/(/ SOllie NO! So 
FIIIIIIY Thillgs 71/01 Happelled UII Ihe 
11 '(1.1' 10 Becomillg (I 1'Clel'llll Missiollm:1' 

Bill Farrand. 200·4. Bill and Rulh 
Fo rd : Deaf Student mantwl s and LP 
records" 1\lrs. ]\ I .. n ·in Frey: Typed 
transc ription of Wayne Wmner"s taped 
111te["\Ie\\ with her husband. May 14. 

1991 (21 p,). Cll' IIJI Gohr: Or,,1 
hi~tory Intenic\\ \\ lIh I3enjanlln 
("r;melal!. Sept. ·k 2004 , Adam 
Go rd on: I300~ : .·1 _1()lh ("('1///1/ :1' 

ApOllle: The Li/i.' of". II/i"('(/ Cal"/" Ste\ e 
Thompson. Adam Gordon. 2003. 
,\Iark Iiul t hinso n: Boo~: Pellegri"i 
All it(/lian Prole.\(allf COII/II/IIIIHI· ill 

Sil/llel·lAu~tral iaJ . 1958- 1998. 
( IA) Des ,\I nilll's- F ir .\o l 

Asse mhly o f God: PhOiO and ne\\ s 
clip about l. ~ 1. Glamllic (for1ll~r 

pa~!Or). and , III/pli/led \el\ Te,\llI/lIl'lIf 
bclonging to [ r-.[. G la1l\III~ . ( IL) 
Gra nit e Ci t ~-Firs l , \ sst' mbl ~ o f 
God: I[ i~tory: Awakellill!!, Pmgre\\, 
l 'i,lioll. [2004 '!]. ( I I,) Piu .\o l"idd­
Pitl s fil'ld ASSt' llIhl y of God : 75'h 
anni\ersary book: God /\ Failh/III, 
1929-2004" Dnrolh~ ,Iuh us: Photo~ 

lind a notcbook connected \\ ith 1: lim 
Bible Sc hool (R oche:>ter. NY). ca. 
1920s. S tl' ph r n i\lidlal'l Leadl: 
Book : Harlleslfl' ( 'ol//elldillg Ihe 
.Jollmey 0/1101'/"\ Cmll"/i:m/ StephclI 
Mi c hael Le;l(;h, Iblph I.l'\'l' I"CIl : 
Photocopics of photograph~ of Jo hn 
Alexander Do\\ ic and Shiloh 
Tabernac le. Jim Lill l.t,y: Book: Tile 

/Japlillll lI·i,h Ihe II(J~I· SiJiril Vcrna 
M. Lin/ey. 2004. 

Donald and I-Il'kn ]\ Iatlhe."s: 

Artlck". ne\\ s cli P" on Kathr} n 
Kuhlman. 1960" ( \ Y) liUlllill !!IOII 
Slatio ll- liunt ill !! IOII AS.\oI' TIIbl ~: 

11t:.!Ory : I ("dehmlio/l 0/ !IlliTes/ 

IIIIII/illg/lJI/ !l1{'lIIhli· of' God. 1995. 
.hi, Op ... al O, lalld : GolcI('/1 Gmin 
h~UC~ nceded to help complete 11'11(" 
collectHlIl: \l uslc; Pray\!r cards and 
crusade I1)CI ..... . \la.·!!arc! \1. Pnlo nw : 
Book : \Ill/II S/I"('j ' ( \In/in Thl' 
Torollto BIt' "ill,'.:. alld /({ ' I'il 'illg 

Pell(e("mla/illll , 200}. 
L~ lHia Hidall : Oral hl",or) 

IIIICI"\ IC\\ \\ Ith O. V Shoup~. Jul) }o. 
1979; (lIgnal phowgr~lph s of O. \~ 

Shoupe: Ne\\,>pape r arllc1c.. Oil 

~naJ"ehalldllng . DlJdk~ S ippl·clk : 
Intimn:Hion Oil 111:- mother. [)olore, 
Lcc !Judlc) Sipprelic. Jose ph \ 'itl'l lll : 
PholOgraph~ of (ireen Lallc 
campground:- and I astern Bl ble 
1Ilsti!UIC. (ir.:en Lane. PCnlb) hall1a. 
\ 'h ian \ 'olt /.: i\1alenab Oil hcr f:llntl). 
Aim.:c S.:mple 1\1cPh e r~oll. and 
Angelu:- !emple. \\'a ~ li e \\'anll' r : 
Oral hi:-tor) in1cl"\lC\\S \\Ith Gcne llc 
Wd~er. William A. r-.1cCanll. Ronald 
& Shirley Key:.er. Bruce & Audre} 
l\lalllling. and Alice Carlson Smith, 
Gl'H r!!\.' \\'ulld : R"ccord alhum : 
"Pellteco:-t at Pinccrc:-I:· 1964. 

Thi s 1924 photograph of the opening day o f LI .F.E. Bible 
College in Los Angeles was donated by Viv ian Voltz of 
Vancouver, Washington . 
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Remembering the Young Community Church 
A pioneer church founded some 75 miles southeast of 
Dallas during the Great Depression by Robert Q . Hankins 
became known as a church of oonverted bootleggers. In 
1997, after a move from the nearby Young community, the 
8atheI Assembly of God building is in the museum 
complex area as part of the Freestone County Historical 
Commission, Fairfield, Texas. It is part of the daily tours of 
the complex. (See the story in "Heritage Letter" beginning 
on p. 2.) 

The chlklren of Robert Q . Hankin. and county and district omelets 
helped dedicate the reatored Bethel Auembly in Fairfield. Texas. In 
1997. From the 'en, larry and Jean Hankins Kelley (daughter); Val and 
Sue Hankins Garrick (daughter); James R. Sessions, Jr, (aherlff and 
president of the Freestone County Historical Commis.ion,; Sylvia 
Child. (muaeum curator,: Velma and Billy Bob Hankins (son); and 
Morris lvey (North Texal Olatrlct ."I,tant auperlntendent). Billy Bob 
Hanklna wu • pallor In South Texu when he died In 2003. 

The restored Bethel Assembly of God 
In new location, 302 East Main St., 
Fairfield, Tex ••. Hour. of the museum 
are Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday. 
9:00104:00. 

PHOTOS COURTES Y OF 
JEAN HANKINS KELLEY 
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