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'"1:\ Time Fnlllle 

110\\ docs the Asscmblies of God mllllsier to t'\atl\c 
Amcrtealls? The dcan of sllldents of the American Imllan 
College of the AssembllC:- of Clod answer:- \\ Ith Ills firM of 
a two-pal1 feature. By Jim Ol'mp_H'\' 

When Ouo Goins rctllrned 10 lIaydorl\ llle. Oklahoma. 10 

['o..:\in.: in 1981. he had no idea a congregation \\ould as"­
him to become the pas lor of the church he established III 
194 I. As Ihis fcaturc from the f)lIih · Oldllhof1/lIl1 n.:\ eals, 
he is still pastoring at age 91 . B) /Johby Ru\\ . Jr 

The story of a couple who dedicated thclllsehes to pastoral 
work: butthcn at an aHc "hCll m05t people are Ihln].;tng 
about retiremcnt. thcy oOcrcd thcmsehcs for scn icc tTl Sri 

Lanka. 13y Glellll Go"" 

A half Cenll1]), ago the English Pen lecostallcacher. Donald 
Gee. scheduled a ministry trip to North America . When 
Gander'S Full Gospcl Tabernacle heanl about the \ iSI!. Ihc) 
invited Gee 10 speak. By 8111'{Oll K . Jall t's 

'"I:' From Our Readers 
, 

Testimony Time 

~ll PholOS From Our Past .~ "'I Arch ives Activiti es 

COVCI' : T hc I;ll e A nd r('w M a rack. j\ I ohawk Ilidia II a lid AssclII blil's of G od 
mini sler. Photos CO III' t l'S ~' of Naliw Aml' ri cilll I'linislrics ( i\ l aral'l e) and BreI! 
Pavia (hackgro lllld ). A 5- lap l' 1992 inl e rvi cH wilh 1'lara cJe is availab le fl'OlIl 
lh l' Fltm l' r I'l' llt l'coslal Herit agc Celtt e r. 



Heritage Letter 

FPHC Observing 25th Anniversary 

When th e Pcn tCCOSlill movcmClH 
began on the first da y or the 20lh cen­

tury, humbh.: participants even in their 
wil dc!'i l imagination could never sec 
Ihal the hi ~tory they were making 

would remain for a hundred years. Nor 

could Ihey !'iCC Ihal history being cata­
loged and portrayed in an archi \ cs and 

mllseum in Spring fi eld. Missouri. 
Further, Ihey cou ld have ne\er imag­
in(:c\ Ihal Ih!.:ir stories would be acces­
sib le worldwide \ia an inh.:rnet sile. 

BUI Ih:'!! is what Ihey would sec if 
Ihey could return and visit the Flower 
Pentecostal Ilcrilagc Center lind ib 
web sile. 

Itl\(' I'll; h 'll'I"' 

Unofficial historians co llec ted 

hi story durin g Ihe first half of the past 

centu ry. and two major denominational 
hi stories were published.· but it \\as 

not until the 19705 that the Assemblies 

By \\'a ~l n e \Va rn er 

of God becamc scriolls about an 
archives. A look at the March 28. 

1977. Exccutivc Presbytery minutcs 

re\cals authori/ll tion ror the Board of 
Admini::;trlllion "to take prcliminary 

s teps IOward ins tituting a General 
Council Archi\'es Section in connec­

tion with the Graduate School Library" 

(now thc Asscmblics o f God 
Theological Seminary). Early com­

mittee mcmbers and advisors ineludcd 

Lee SIndt..::. O.lvin I [ol singer. William 

Mcn/ies. Julec n Turnage. Verna 
Flower. J larri s Janscn. Pam Eastlake. 

and Gerard Flokstra. Jr. Thc action 

resul tcd in the opening of a small 
archives and research ce nter 011 the 5,10 

noor or the Di stribution Ccnter of 
I leadquarters. 

Now. a qUaJ1cr of a century later 

that small facility has mo\cd and 

expanded to a 5.800-squarc-foot 
archi\cs. resea rch ce nter. fire-proof 

\<lull. interacti\e museum. ,md web 

si te. 

I'lll11 ElI ~ I Jakt' . : l s~ i S l lln l :UT hi-i_1, IIil h G l' IU' ... " t SUllr r illl rn dt' nI Thomas F. Z im nlt'I'I11 :1I1 in 
Arc hh l's ' :IU II. 197s' 
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('JI )OJ.. lldJazmc\\lih:r 
t l Ifll hill r(ftrr d 01 

rchl\ sen ce 1 iI 

Thc rapidly growing collection of 

non-circulating rescarch materials arc 

a\'ai lablc 10 th c public. Thc holdings 

focus on th e history of th c Asscmbli es 

of God. but thcy also include matcnals 
of thc Perllccostal. cha ri smati c. and 

evangelical traditions. Durtng the past 

year we ha\ e added key materials and 

publications. including gcncrous gifts 

rrorn E\ange li st T L. Osborn and the 

papcrs of a beauty queen-turned-evan­
geli st. the late Edi th Mae Pen nin gton. 

A separate audiovisual roo m 

g ives visitors access 10 videos . movics. 
and sl ides: audio eq uipm c rH is avail­

able for listc nin g to oral hi stories, ser­

mons. and other messages. 

When a proressional mu se u III 

company combined s tate-or-the-art 
tec hnology with fascinating artifacts. 

the result was the Flower Pentecoslal 

Il critage Center prov idin g many 

thrills for thousands o f visitors during 

thc past threc years. 

With ncw digital technology 
come morc efficient ways 10 store and 

access vi deos. pe r io dical s . photo­

gra phs. and other impol1ant Ill storical 

matcrial s that help tcllthe story of the 
Pentecostal movcmcnl. \\le can show 

ofT a century of inspiring history to thc 

worldwide in ternet- even while wc're 

out to lunch . s lceping. or on vacation. 

The web si tc [w\Vw.aghcritage.com] 
allows researchers 10 view. for cxam­

pie. the Pellfecosral E\'(/I/gel all the 

way back to 1913. With the same dig­

ital technology hi storical periodical s 



and oral hi~tol) an: compn:ssed on the 
\\cb site and CDs. The aeces::>lng of 
Ihese matcrials b enhanced \\ ith word­
s...:arehing capabilities. 

The Flo\\er Pcnteeosllli Il eriwge 
Cent...:r has come a long \\ay since 
1977. The SIOI)' remains Ihe same, but 
the technology used in display ing, 
storing. and searching for the history is 
truly high tech. And the welcome l11at 

is al\\ays OUI \\ helher ii's on your lap 
top in Ihe I lilllaJayas or in the control 
ceTHer in Springfield (opcn i-. londay­
Friday d uring norma l ll cadquartcrs 
hours). 

I3 ringing a bus load? (jivc us <I 

call at (417) 862-1-1-47, ex\. -1--1-00. and 
wc' llll1akc ceri a in Ihe \\elcomc mal is 
\acllu ll1 cd and ready. 

· Thc firsl history lIas Carl Brumback':­
Suddell/r ... Frolll 111'(1\"('11 : A lIi\tO/T ofthe 

II Iwmhliel of God in 1961: William W. 
1\1o.:11/ies· AlloillTer! /0 Sen'e: 7111' StOlY 0/ 
Ihe AI'emh/in of God roHo\led ill 1971. 
For the 751h Alillilersary in 1989. (io!-opcl 
Publishing I louse released edith 
I3lumhorcr's The A\~elllhlie.1 oj GOl/: A 
Chapler III llie StOl:\' of Alllericall 
PellleCOI/{/!iIIll. Only Allointed to Sen'e is 
slil1 in pri m. Edi lh Blurnhorer's rCliscd 
history is now alailabk as ReHorill},; the 

Fail/I: The A,'elll/)fiel of Cod. Pellt('­
cOI/a!i\lI,. alld Ihe Alllericall CU/lure 
(UniversilY of Illinois Press). 

\\a~ II(' \\':l l" lIl' l" i, di l"t'l'llIr of Iht' Fh)\H' 1" 

PI'1I1noSIa t lI t'ri 1<1 gl' Cc n1l' r ltillt l·tli/or of 
If£'rimg". Hc i~ ,lUlhor vI" Till' Wmllf/JI 
El"(lIIgf'i;.I{ (:Ilari;1 11. Wood\llIrlh-Eocr) : 
Klltlll:rn Kuhllll(/II: Till' 11101111111 IId/illl/IIII' 
. lIi"lldl'~: ltllli ('omjli1cI' of Ihn't' b(Jok~ Oil 
Smilh \\ i !:!:tc~"O I" 1h's sc r' l1J1)n~: Tltt' 
t ·.l sl'milll SlIIilll jj '(t:gfl'.,,,"ortll, Til(' 
Alloimillg of Ifi.' Spir;l. <Iud Oll~)" IJdin·I'. 

EllliI~ ,J n hu ~ (~ca l ed :It d Clk). BelnU'r Gtr~ UCI (\G rs CIl'Cllli \{' I in' pn' ,i ­

dt' nl ), Gcnera l Supc rilll t' rHknl T hunra, F. ZinrIlH'rnr:rn , II :rl"ri, .I :rn't' ll 
( :In' hh e~ din'clu!"), aud I'alll Eal lhlt.. e iu \rchiH'I uflin' , IIJ7S. 

Graduate Slu d cnt, ,le:1I1111.'II e Cullinl, I"l" l ' :rrthing :rn l' :H·' .1 

I'cllh.'{"os taIIH'l"iodkal in th e nl'\\ n'~l'ardl l·t'nl l' r, 

SI:r ll of lhc Flo\\er l'clllc((Jstalllerilagc Ce llter. S<'a ll'lI,Il'fllo righi, 
.Jani("e Stcfanhl, .l1I~ fl' I .('c, ,lnd [Ilil' Thunr:b : ,Illuding, !In'lI 1':1\ ia , 
O:r\id Ringl'l", Sharun I{asnak(', Gil-nil Go hl", lind \\ 'a ~ I1t' \\arn l' r. 
Dl'l"l' 1I! her 2110 I. 

\1(; 11~. ltll \GL SullI,m'r IOU! 3 



A /lthol' '-' lIote: Thi ... i.~ tI purtial umllimitetl tlCCO /lllt oj Assemhlie.\· oj God Nmil'e 
millis,,:)'. !l'fflllJ' I'eudcrs will rcco~lIi:e glarillg omissiOIl'\", ullli perh"ps e l'CII 
IrollblillK(r tlijJerclIl poillls ojl'jcll'. Imporla//Illumes, ch/lrches, pcrh"ps e l'('11 
whole rc~io/ls may appear I" be left O/lt. T"j.~ wO/ldcrjll1 slOlT oj AIG Imlitlll 
mjllisll:1' has heell lelTib(r IIllllerreportcd. II descn 'c.Ii a book-Iel/g lh treMmel/t, 
wltl l hope .\·omeolle CtllI "'rite Ihal soo//er, rarher ,htlll lalcl: III rescarch 1 1/(II'c 
dOll e ol'cr Ihe pasl 15 years, I !UlI 'C jO/l lld I 'CI)' jell' {Ielibcralc IIi.\"IO,.;c,,1 (, CCOIIII/S. 

1/ ;s /II)' hope Ihat tllo.,·e who are di!l.Wl/j.'./ied 11';'" Ihis ;lIcomplete hisrorjwl 
rCI'jel1' will j:l'I bmy ",rilillK ,he;1' (111111 !l'wries, jor O/I /" benefit lIml God :,. g lory. 

ssemblies of 
God ministry among Native Americans is 
worth an examination by students of mis­
sions for at least two reasons. First. it 
appears that a disproportionately high ratio 
of missionaries to host population may be 
found among American Indians. l Second. 
the American Indian nations arc in many 
ways a foreign group. but ministry to them 

has been carri ed out th rough the Assemblies of God 1·lomc Missions 
and through local districts and churches. This treatise gives an 
opportunity w compare the differing methods used in various pm1s 
of the country. and world. These twO assenions will be dealt wi th 
in more detail f"lJl1her along. This report wil! examine three partic­
ular e ras in this missions effor;: its beginnings. a period of time 
aftcr th e mission was well established (ca. I 950s). and the past two 
decades or so. Somc statistics will be used to show whcrc 
A:-.semblics of God Indian ministry and missionaries have come 
from. and the current status of this ministry. 

Earfy Days 
The earliest documented Assemb lies of God outreach to 

Native Americans was probably the work of the Charles Personcus 

PART 1 

Assemblies 
of God Ministry to 

Native Americans 
By Jim Dempsey 

4 MG II ERIlA(;E. SlIlmner 2002 



Far I('f!: Call~oll O:t~ ASSl'lI1bl~ of Cod. Fort f\ pal'he. \ri/Ollll. ill Ihe 
1960s. Leo Gilman paslor('d Ihis church for JJ ~('an •. 

Above: Jlllll ('S F. Pepper \\ilh \\ife Ul' ulllh .d r(,~loed ill "\nl i\('A merican 
clothin g. 

M(; II £nn ,\ (, ~" ~Ulll lIll' r 10Q2 5 



C hilrle, and 
Flo n' nn' 
I'n~oru' ll '. ea rl ~ 
nri~,i()na r ; ('~ III 
\alh l' l\nrnka nl> 
in 1\I:I ~ ka. 

'II'. and ~ lr~ .. Juhn Effnran . \\lIu \\ul"kl'll 
\\ith Klamalh Indian s al C hilo(IUin . 
On:!!un . 
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family. \\ ho began ministry in 
Alaska in 1917. ~ In 1919.a resolll~ 
tion wa~ passed by the General 
Council expressing Ille desir..: to 
reach unreached areas of the U.S .. 
but it is doubtful Ihal Ihis had much 
of a cros!>-cultunr! mOli\'a1iOIl. 1 

I lome missions emphasis for Ihe 
nCXI several years was on new 
churches. mainly to provide a base 
fo r foreign missions. 

The "foreign missions" mOli­
vation for church planling in Ihis 
coullIry is an illogical means of 
prolllOling horne missions which 
persi!>ts even 10 the prcsent. It may 
have been observed in those days 
that by using church planting to 
revive donnant Ch ristians newly 
e,'(posed to the Pentecostal mes­
sage. the world mission was aided. 
I l owe\(~r. if American souls 
became in some way seen as pri­
marilya means to reach the losl on 
the (foreign) "mission fie ld:' then 
an injustice was done to the 
Americans. Their salvation was 
imp0l1an1. e\en if they had done 
nothing for missions: Ihey were. 
and arc. worthy of a wilness for 
their own sake. 

We can speculate how Ihis 
understanding of home miss ions 
may have slowed the spread of 
Pentecost to Americclll Indians. 
Those who wanted to establish new 

congregiHions in order to support 
the foreign work would likely ha\e 
looked to areas and people they felt 
were more open 10 their ministry. 
llence. much of Ihe "ethnic" \'ork 
of that period was done among 
urban communities of Europeans. 
by imllligrants or their families 
within a generation or two of 
immigration. Olher Euro­
Americans would have tended to 
find themselves having success 
with more heterogenous groups. 
Those with a cross-cultural mis­
sions vision would likely have fol­
lowcd the thinking oflhe time. and 
hopped a boat. 

Left between these two 
approaches was the Indian. The 
wel l-documentcd ministry among 
Ilispanics docs nOI seem to have 
had parallels among Nalive 
Americans in the same regions. 
Generally. Native Americans seem 
10 have been missed by most of the 
first wave of Pentecost in the open­
ing decades of the century. This is 
ironic. since so much of Ihe North 
American missionary effort from 
tile Six teenth to Nineteelh 
Centuries had been directed at the 
previolls natives. Many Early 
Twen tielh Century Pentecostals for 
some reason seem 10 have over­
looked the American Indian field 
so a\tractive to missions in the 



ISOOs. Any anal ysis ofthcir th ink ing at 
that time will ha\c to bc anal ysis from 
si lcnce. since al most nothing appea rs in 
print <tbout Indi<tns or ministry to them. 

An ex <tmination of the IIhk1.\· 
El'{lIIgel (later to become the C",.i.~li(j1l 
EWlIIgel, then the Pellfecoswl Emllge/) 
issucs publ ished in 191 5 \\ill illustrate 
thc non- mini stry to Ind ians. The first 
mcntion of Nati \ c Amcrica ns in thc 
El"(lIIgel, othcr than Alaskans. is proba­
bly in thi s cxchange in a colum n by 
E.N. Bell : 

IQuc~tiol11 385. Is it luong for:l 
Chri ~liml to usc tobacco? 

An~. It is uni\cf'S<l lly admit­
ted to be a diny. filth y habn II hich 
IIC gO! from the hcathcn. thc Nonh 
Amcrican Indians ... 4 

In the March 30 issuc. Indians arc 
mcntioncd twi cc, but they arc in Bolivi a 
and M;tnitoba. ~ Evangelists W. Frank 
Bcll and Charl cs Moscr afC named in 
con nectio n with the C<madian Nati\ 'cs 

Amazing Grace in Apache 

Billloch'oba'li d~$iits4~ 

Dee sh iI d [ yaa go dua 

OJ zhQ nsh ch9' n 'II na shi nl til 

Shll gosh 'Ii n6 sis dljj 

2 
Bil go ch'o 00' ii 'af hi[ bee 

Shl jii nl fee ml., dljj 
'Ai baa go zho?{! shaa ch'oz hoad hil 

Olin tse ho lis dl~~d nd4' 

3 
Daan y~' hii da wa hi yi ' yu 
' It k'j ndf ch'[ nl yaa 

Bil go ch'o 00' bee haa shiil tlf 
'Ai zh4 bee na db dzli 

, 
Doo na h61 tag yu lee go dua 

N di God daa dinl zj 

Da yu weh baa go zh99 do lee! 
N tse ndf hi tis go 

11 0 111{' \l i,~ion' din'cltJ f 
Ffl'd \ oglrr \\ il h :ll!rtJ u p of 
"\a lile Allu"'in lJl' at nu' 
11)49 G(, rlrral Cnundl. 



III a repon by A. It Argut.! In the April 
20 I s~ue whIch ... a),,,, Ihal Ihey "fc ll a 
-"pec lill ca ll " 10 1I1(hal1 mUl1 .,lry " from 
IITnc 10 Illlle."" In Ihe Iwo lll t.!ellllgs 
reponed. o\t.!r 70 Indian ... \\ ere eountcd 
a ... S.l H:d . 'I he onl y Tll t.!nllon of In(lIan 
wo rk III the " lower 48" IS a July 27 
repon from Clyde Thompson in La 
Moine. California.] 

A decade o r ... 0 later. thcre i ... morc 
to read . In Ihe October 19. 1929 ISMle. 
"BUSIer and l3abe Smith . the Indi an 
evangelbt ..... arc n:pon t.!d 10 be hold ing 
meetings in Texa .... ~ These Phoenix­
based \\orkers appear to hinc preached 
primaril y in non- Indi an c hurc hes 
ralher than Nati \c assembli cs or mb­
sions. Indeed, from lime to lime. 
Ind ian preachers seem to Iw ve found 
good acccptance In non-Indian church­
es around the cou ntry (John 
McPhcr ... on and Bruce Thulll , 10 name 
a coupl e). 11 00\ e\e r, tillS cannot be 
considered as a pa n of Ind ian miss ions 
directll'. 

Other., \\ere bCg llllllllg to repon 
from Ihe Ind ia n worh themseh es. On 
Febnla ry I. 1930. Mrs. D. L. I3 ro\\n 
givcs a report from "Am ong th e 
Ind ians of Ca tifomia." A more prolific 
write r \Va!'> J. D Wc lt s. \\ ho \\as on Ihe 
t.!van gt.!li slic fi eld at lea:'l as earl y as 
J:lI1uary 19, 191 8. By Februaty 8. 
1930. he was Illll ch invol ved wilh 
Nalivc Am e ri can mini stry. The 
El'(lIIg{'/ of that dat e carries a two-page 
story with lhc tcstimony and pi ctu re of 
a 109-year-old Il oopa Indian wOlllan 
from Califomia \\ho had bec n comerl­
cd and fill ed with the lI o ly Spiri!. '" If 
Ihe El'flllgel is a valid indicat or. by the 
earl y I 930s Ihe mo\ cment \\ as itlcrea~­

ing ly rccogni/ing the Indians as sum­
cicntly in need of the gospel to dcsen c 
workers. 

What \\as to become thc first 
Indian Assembl y of God in Arizona 
was establi shed in 1936 by Ernest and 
Ethel Marshall. at San Carlos. This 
was in the major town on the San 
Ca rlos Apachc Reservation cast of 
Phoenix. II was one of the ea rl iest 
Indian churches in Ihe fcllowship . The 
Ma rshall s wcre aided by Ihe Dewey 
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Hoard of dirrr l o r ~ of \lU r r il'all 
Indian Hibll' In ~liIlH (" in Ihr 1%0" 
Scal cd,l-r : T. C. C ll llll ingh'lJll , .I , K. 
G rCloSl' II , C. \\ . II. Sl'oll , Ea rl G . 
\ ':1 II l.lIIl . an d JO'l'ph Gr rh a r !. 
Sianding. I-I' : I.. II, II a uff. I'au l 
n()~(' r. O. \\ , Killin )!,\\unh . \ ', E. 

S hon'''. \\ . L C UlHmin gs. S ib" 
Ih'\rna!. .Hld I)on H.alll "l',\. 

Ikadk..,. a coupk \\ Ithout cn:(knttal..,. 
\\ho O'>clllat~d b~I\\~cn Ih~lr nall\~ 

OhiO and Ih~ San Carlo ... ml~"'lon. The 
lJ~adJc.., \\ould al(~matd) build lip a 
farm or bU:-IIl~"''''' then ..,dl II out for 
tinanc~.., \\ IIh \\ Ilieh 10 r~(lIrn 10 

\fllOna. On on~ ofthr~", lour:- or <lUI). 

th~ Jkadl~:- bmugh( Clar~nc", and \Ita 
\\a~hburn. \\ho (00" Ih~ San Carlo .. 
pa .. \Orat~ III 1947, 

'ee~'''II~ lat~r .. ~nt Ih~ \\ "hhburn.., 
\0 PhOelll\. tlHl:- pa\ II1g th~ \\<1) for Ihe 
cstablt,lllll\:nt tha~ of \11 rflb~,> 

A'>scmbly of God III 1941\, lJy J949. 
Ihere \\a.., abo a church III \\'hilCrl\Cr. 
Arl/ona. ma]..lng:t lolal orlhrc~ Indian 
churchc,> In ,\rl/on<l, Thcr~ \\Huld bc 
morc. AII:I \\a:-hbunl report-, lh.[( :[( 
Ihat InllC. "a rni .... lonary .. \\a .. plonc, .. .'r­
Illg at S~lb (on Ihc rohono (rodham 
Re .. cnallon).lhc 1l:d .lohn .. orh \\",1\: In 
Byla ... Atvona (San Carlo, \pachc,). 
and .. ho..: her,clf \\:1:- ~non b~gllll1ll1g 

\\ork .. in La\een. Ca .. a Bbm;a. and San 
Tan (Gila Rl\cr Ro..: .. enallon). Ihe 
Yaqui \ illage of (iuadalupl' and nil Ih~ 
SaIl Ri\er Ro..:senalion (puna) ea,1 of 
Phoeni .x. 

Washburn abo rdale,> Ihe ~lOr) of 
numerous early com ert .. \\ ho \\ ero..: ,ILL­
denb al lhe nearb) Phoo..:nix Indmn 
Iligh School. The:;e Nalhe young P{!O­
pk came to Ihe gO\ernmen t .. chool. 
found God Ihrough All Tnbes' OUI­
reach. and relurned horne 10 ""'1'\ 0..: Ilim 
across Ihe country. ContrO\er,>~ de\el­
oped \\ h{!n ~!udents from a local IndHlIl 
Bible college. Iho..:o under Pre .. b),lerian 
0\\ nership. \ isilo..:d Ihe \\ '([.,hburn .. ' 
scnicc~ and recci\ed Ihe b.lpll .. m in 
Ihe 1I0ly Spirit. Tht..') \\ere admon­
ished by Iheir schoor~ Icader~hip, tho..:n 
expelled \\ hen Ihey conlinuo..:d Iheir 
Pentecostal \\<lyS. 

These ca rl) \\ork..:r,> \\t..'!"o..: nOI 
nalionally appointcd as missionaries al 
thaI point. \\ ilh no such Ihing o..:\lstlng 
al Ihal time fo r thc home field. In 1:lcl. 
somc had no cnxknti"b \\ ilb tit\: 
Asscmblics at all. Those \\ ho \\cre 
cro..:denliakd had Iheir reports IIlcluded 
\\ ilh Olhe r missionaries. ho\\e\er. in 
Ihc pages of the L·\'lIlIgel. \\ ilh no dis­
linclion being madc. In add ilion 10 

Cahfimlla and\n/ona, somc 'all\C 
\mencan \\orl.. \\<1'0 ;11 .. 0 bl'lllg rcport­

cd In thc 'ortll\\~:-I 

/Jay' Of(iroh" It 
\[0\ Illg fOf\\ard III lime. mor~ 

..,oph ... tlc.lllOn III Ih~ mllll...,lry IS C\ 1-

lknt 13~ Ihe 1111d-1950s, I krb{!rl 
Bruhn. i\allonal Ilome \ 1t .... l(lIlS 
R~pr~ .. l'nlall\ l'. rl'ron~d 0\ cr 100 
(lIlcitH . .hng \\ h~s) appOlnt~d m"':-Ionar­
Il's to Ihe \1ll~rtl: ;Ul Indmn:-. Tho..:sc 
\\orkers \\o..:re Ihen III sl\leen ..,I;tle ... 
mntlst~nng III ;1I 1c:J-.1 7'2 10C;\110I'" to 

appro\lm;lId~ 6.000 Indian., \1 that 
1ll11~. Ihl' bulk of the \ (J , .. tl\e IllI"­
.. Ion.., dli.H'I \\ .... dlr~rted at Imban .. of 
the \\~:-Ienl ~late" nam~ly \\" .. hlng-
1011. ( .. ltrorllla. \rl/ona. and '\e\\ 
\ I.:\lco. 

\1 Ihl" pom!. II \\ III he hclpful to 
d I'eu' .. "l)lll~ I .... ues of "horne 1111 .... 101 -

llgy Bruhn "':tIl .. atlo..:tlllOI1 10 Iho.: 
ab~enl.:~ of ml':-HHlarl~' Itl Ol..lahnma, 
\\hlo..:l1 ill thaI 11m", had ahout :!}:"u oj ' 

the l .S. "all\l' \menratl jlilpula­
lion mon.'lhanall~ nth~rdl"'lncl Ill' 
1t .. 1 shO\\ .. tm Imllan I.:illlfl.:hl .... III tho..: 
lh .. lricl. It ... bell, .. '\ed hy ~ome that thl~ 
dl .. tricl dId nol ro..:..,pond In Imllan 1111 ... -

'Ion .. and mh'lonane' \\ IIh Ihe ,ame 
nwthod~ a .. the olho..:r dhlnCh ml.:ll ­
Iioned. IlHban churche:- do not "I,.'ern In 
h;l\{! beo..:n a, aggrl' .... l\I.,I) planled 
tho.:n:, and e\~n loda~ 11ll'le arc Ie" 
than t"'tl churo..:ht..' .. In Ihe (b,lricl \\ hlch 
aro..: Identified a .. "Indian." I ho..:y ,e~1ll 

<It Ihal tllll~ 10 ha\e becn filllO\\ Itlg a 
polrC) Ihat call bo..: dc .. cnbo..:d a .. '';hSllll ­
llation ml~"IO I l'>." 11 Illa~ ha\~ be~1l 

a.,,>ulllo.:d Ihat Indians Ihere \\~r~ .. utli­
clcntl) at home In Ihe donllnant culturo..: 
10 bc comf()rtable IIllhe \\hlte rhurch -

Thl~ \\a .. nol al\\;[) .. the ca~e. and 
mall) IndIan .. , o..: .. po..:l.:lally Ihe uns;l\cd. 
\\l'ro..: Irylng to a\Old Itllng-.lhat tended 
to\\ard as,>ullll atIOIl. Ihe 'hSllllllation­
isl \ ic\\ Illa} not hme bo..:en ",\clu .. i\e 
to olle d i-;Iricl. and is clearly nOI Ihe 
onl) CUtTenl approach oflhc O"lahoma 
(h~lricl. We kno\\ that there arc loda) 
\Jali\o..: bclic\e rs In the Oklahoma 
chu rches, Wi tholll kno\\ Illg hO\\ man) 

\/(; IH It ll \{,I . "" m",~r 21102 9 
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Indian!'; ha ve bccn ~avcd in Ihc main­
!';trealll chu rches of Oklahoma. \\e can­
not say Ihal the leader!\hip Ihere in Ihe 
early days d id nOI h:l\c an e Occli\e 
pl 'lIl for 1\ali\c c\angeli:.lll. 11 00\e\er, 
the Indian churche:. planted in the stale 
in Ihe lasl couple of decade"> \\ ill prob­
ably prO\e eflcctl\c in reaching those 
\\ ho arc unlikely 10 step outside their 
culture to hear Ihe go">pel. 

Okiahollla. histoncal!) a leader in 
Indian population. ha~ become a leader 
in Ind ian ministry a:. \\ell. The intent 
here is nOl 10 be cntical of the district 
or its l eader~hip during th e time dis­
cu~sed, but simply to point ou t that 
th ere lla\e been difTeri ng \ ic\\s on how 
besl to reach Native peoples. 

Another issllc in Nati\'e mis~ions 
111 some states (e.g. Texas, Loui siana, 

10 \/(; 11~. Hl t \( ; ~ , Slllll ltlH 20(12 

Missouri. I\rkansas. Okla homa) in th e 
early days Illay h;l\c been a Illentality 
based on location ra ther than peopl e. It 
is likely that many 111is~iollaries equat­
ed mbsiolls \\ ith "going someplace." 
This made the resena tions a natural 
choice for the early \\orkers. 110\\ e\er. 
in the southern and eastcrn states, large 
Indian populations arc not usually 
found in \\ell-defined re!\cnations, and 
a deeepti\c amount of assimilation 
occurred. If a missionaf) in the firs t 
pan of the 20th (elltUl), \\as thinking 
of a place to sen e insteild of a people. 
then the need of the Nati\e pcoples of 
thi s region might ha\c becn less com­
pelling. 

All Ihis is nOI to s;ty tl1<'t nOlhing 
\\as donc 10 rcach the Indians of thcse 
states. Much has becn done, but not in 

1\\0 \padl (, Illdialll'hildl'l'n 
from HI{' c() n~r(,~:lli()n of 

('an~on I)a~ b"c lllbl~ 1)f 
(;(1([, Furl \ path l'. \rillll1a . 

proport ion to thcir pcrcentage of the 
111<11:111 population. Neither should it be 
as .... ullled Ihat other areas ofthc country 
did nOI sufTer similar prob lems. 11 is 
not the purpose here to \\ rite in depth 
on the hislOry of the relationships of 
the \anous dislricls to Nathe 
American ministry. although it \\(Hild 
be helpful if someone did. The pur­
pose in bringing these examples into 
' lew is to illustrate thc une\cn 
approach that has sometimes been 
brought to Nati,c American mi:-.sions. 

Bruhn \\ rites or great need. both 
for human resources and for buildings, 
in the decade of Ihe 1950s. li e slates 
Ihal the National 
Department "gi\es 
appointed workers. 
OIhers 10 join them. 

I lome Missions 
assistancc" 10 

and cncourages 
The assistanec 



\\as pahaps mostly spiritual. Slnc~ 

then: \\its linle linanelal suppon gener­
ated for Ihcsc \\orJ..:as \\ hCIl compar~d 
10 their forcign eoun tcrparts. 

At Ihat tlmc. the re.<,pon~lbilit) for 
\\ork \\ ilh thc American In{hans \\(1:-. 

~ccn a~ bl.'ing on three lc\(:ls: local. 
district. and na tional. On the local 
Ie\d \\a.<, the m i:-.:-.ionary. Thc~c saints 
\\orkcd \\ith \cr) li n Ie. lor \ery litt[c. 
l3 ruhn a')serl.'. that ·'i\ l o:-.1 ofthcm ha\c 
no promised lllcomc from any 
sourcC."11 As pioneer \\orkcr:-. thcir 
port folio ortcn \ aried \\idc l). For 
instance. at least onc missiona ry on the 
Na\ ajo rescnalion in that cra. Don 
Ramsey. lound him~clf occa~ionall) 

scn ing as an undertaJ..:er. an important 
scn icc in a cultu re \\ ilh a profound 
d read of death <lnd anything associa ted 
\\ ith il. 

Thc act ual s upc n ision of thc 
\\ ork wa~ th e respons ibi lity o f the d i~­

tri ets in \\ hie h th e \\ ork \\a s being 
donc. Th is \\ as nOI c lear in ea rly yc:trs. 
but by Ih e time o f Bruhn's writing. 
sue h a po licy was mo rc unilo rml y ree­
oglli/ed. A ll appli cati ons lor ass i ~­

tance anel thc placemcnt o f \\ orkers 
came through thc di strict o tli ees. The 
actual form o f the im'oh cment o f th e 
di stricts \ari ed. It Ca n be assumcd that 
somc di stri cts merely functio ncd as 
admini strat ors while oth ers too k a 
morc acti\ c leadership ro le. 

During Ihe 1950s. Ihe Nationa l 
Il 0 1l1 e Mi ss ions Departme nt (now 
call ed Asse mbli es o f God Il o me 
Missions) conce rned it se lf with corre­
spondence with mi ss ionari es. prayc r. 
publi city. facilitating resourccs to thc 
wo rkers frOlll the churches. and othc r 
such "nationa[" responsibiliti es. Th is 
\\as th e place for record keeping . as 
well as a base for so licitation of tile fe l­
lowship fo r funds and or equipment. 
[n fac\. Ille undated papcr li'om which 
much of thc information about that 
timc period comes wa s wrillcn to 
enl ighten the A G constituency abo ut 
mini stry to thc Am cri can Indian. and to 
e nli st the ir supporl. 

Whil e ovc r 100 m iss ionari es we re 
preaching in more than 70 places. il 

... ('em" that lllsulliClent progress I\a~ 

belllg made In dCle10plng Illlnl"ter~ 

among the In<iwns t hclll"ehe~. Afkr 
nearl~ a generallon of \\ork III "OIllC 

place~. some mlS"'lonane:. \\cre onl) 
beglllning to sce Ihc Importance of Ibl' 
... clf-propagatlllg church. 

of (jod 
hangdbq:.] ha\.: O.:.:n 111l11hl.:r· 
ing 011 ~omc of [hc r6.:n ;nioth 
\ I an~ h,lll' b':l:n r.:achcd III Ihc~(' 
C\angclhllc l'I1011~ OIK' 1Tl!:'~I()n­
ar) rdale~ Ihal ~incc he ha~ b':l'lI 
u~lllg Ih.: Indian ('on\l'rh [hal Ihc~ 
ha\c Inpkd thl'll" :l lI .:ndancc Thi~ 

only 'pca).., for ihdf. rill.!), I(}(l, 

I11lh\ bccome \\ !llle,~.:~. ': 

(ienerally, self-propagallon I~ thl' 
fir~t ofthc "Ihrec :.el\c,>" 10 appear. yet 
it \\ as being :-'POJ..:CIl of almo'>l <1:-. 

though it \\ere a nc\\ method:l:' late <1:-. 

lhc 1950:.. 
Thl:-. obsl'n ation il"ldc. progre~~ 

\\as acce lcral ing. Worker:. \\ere gOing 
to the Indi ans al ;1 stc;ld) rate. produc­
ing th e hig h rati o o f mi ... sionarie:. men­
tioned in the opening o f t hi ~ paper. A 
snowball effec t \\ as gl"O\\ ing. \\ hic h 
did not s low for many years. Th ings 
werc happening on the li el d and in the 
admini strati on. Nati ona [ appoi ntm cnt. 
as a gencral procedure. bega n in 1952. 
and \\as extended to many \\ ho \\ ere in 
the work already. A lta Wash bu rn 
recehed reappoi ntmenl in this impor­
Will inilial group o r Apri l I . 1')52. ha\­
ing had an illdi\ idual appointment in 
1941. 

O ne o f thesc :tppoi ntmenls \\ as 
o fli c iall y g l\ cn a few days befon; th e 
others. Fo r some reason. Charlie Lee 
rece ived appointment on March 29 . 
1952. Pasto r Lee, a Na\ajo and a 
Ce1llral Bib le In :.t ilul e gradu ate . 
founded thc A G \\ ork in Shiprock . 
New Mex ico at about the same timc. 
l Ie later caused quit e a stir in [973 by 
belllg perhaps thc first Ineli:tn homc 
mi ss ions pastor. Nat ivc or oth erw isc. 
to res ig n hi s appointment beca use his 
church was able to support its pastor. 

TO BE CONTI NUED -t-

' Ol('~ 

Th~ dC~lgn;Hlon~ ""\Jtl\~ 

American." ""\all\\:," ""meriean Indian." 
and "111l1J;1Il" \\111 he lI~ed Hlh:rehang~,lbl} 
Ihroughnullll1~ anlc1c Judglllg from actu­
al u:';lge. [here ilppear~ no clear Cllll'icn:.u ... 
among lIl{hgen()u~ peapk ufthe l \ ,I'> to 

\\ l11ch of the~l' I.:nlb h 10 be prdcrred 
1 he rea~OIh for lhl~ \\I1uld pcrhar~ fill lip 
anolher rq)ort 

1 11 l' \\ II~(lIl. nit' !Jlt'/I/h!/('1 til 
(j(JeI ill rhI\Aal"\p. r>.. p, 19XOI. :!(). 
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/)ai(r Oklahomall Feat ures A /G Pas tor 

At 91, Pastor Otto Goins 
Still Preaching to Faithful 

By Bobby Ross, Jr. 

AI agc 91. Iht' n t'\,. QUu L. Go in s prcac h c~ cvcry 
S\ln da~ al It ~r ~dornille A.\scll1h t ~ of God in {'astern 
Ok lahoma. The chu rc h is 1\\0 mites \\eSI of Okfusket" 
and 13 miles north of Qkcll1 ;rh ill thc un inco rporatcd 
c()n ll Il Il Jlj l ~ of I -h~d(JtI\ jill'. Photo by 1It1r/ell Core 

A bi g da ~' at th e Uaydunville Asse mbly of God. August 8. 1943. 
whell att end ance nUlI1bel"('d 230. 

Ha ydon vitl c Yellow dandelions 
d,Hlce in the grass outside the white­
frame church that a young country pas­
tor named Otto. L. Goins finished 
building months before the Japanese 
attacked Pear! /-Iarbor. 

The gencral store across State 
Highway 56 closed not long ago. but 
about 20 faithful members sti ll gather 
here- ,ll the I-/aydonv ille Assembly of 
God. 13 miles nOl1h of Okemah in 
eastem Oklahoma- for worship serv­
ices each Sunday moming. 

t 2 ,VG IlIm n 'AGE. Summ('r 2002 

A white-haired. red-checkcd gen­
tleman, who owns a 40-acre patch of 
pecan and penr trees down a nearby 
dil1 road. handles the preac hin g. 

The fellow's name is Goins. 
He lives alone and drives 50 miles 

a day- 25 each way- to visi t Wilma. 
his wife of 72 years. in an Okmulgee 
nursing homc. 

In just a few months, he'lltum 92. 
But pastoring n church at his age 

is no big deal. At least that's what he 
claims. 

·'1 j ust can't sec it. that there's 
anything unusual about a man preach­
ing at 91:' Goins said, leading a visitor 
up thc native stolle walkway to the 
church. 

·'1 don"t feel that old:' 
Snappily dressed in a white shin, 

gray slncks. navy sports jncket and tie. 
the 67-year pulpit vcternn unlocks the 
front door and opens a lifetimc of 
mcmOrles. 

Goins- fathcr of six, grandfather 
of 15 and great-grandfather of 10-



gr~\~ up In O\..lth\..ee. t\\O milc ... ea ... t of 
Ihl ... ulllllcorporawd commulllty . III~ 

dad operaled a d{)\~ TU{)\\ n .,tore. Ihe P. 
L. GOIll'> O\"fu ... \..ee 1'radlllg Co. 

A ... :1 ~oung man. 0110 (join!. 
nc\ er dran\.. or ... mo\..cd. he !.ald. but he 
al\\ay ... earned a pack of Luck~ Strike!' 
In hb pocket. 

"Ju':>t for the bUllllTlmg." he 
rccalled. refernng to acqual1ltance ... 
\~ ho'd a"k for a clgar~tte, 

Goin" became a Chn!.llan at age 
19 \~ hen a trm eiLng Baplll>! e\angeiL:,1 
camc 10 to\\ nand pcr:.uadcd him to 
confess hi!' :,ins, 

Soon aftemard, hc began prcach· 
1I1g to custo mers as hc deli\crcd 
blocks of icc, 

"I rel11cmbcr a lady saying. 'Otto 
Goins is a good dcli\cryman. but \\C 
don'l need a sermon C\cry day ... · hc 
sa id, laughing, 

li e sta l1ed preachi ng. for real. in 
1935, 

li e was 25. 
Fi\ c yea r:. later. thc Oklahoma 

di stri ct of the Asscrnblies of God 

ordalllcd hll11. ma\..lng h1ln an OfliClill 
mlnl:.\er. 

Abollt the same lime. (jom .... II 

\olunteer crc\\, and a 25·ccIlHIIl·hour 
carpentcr \\ orked to erect Il a~ don· 
\ lIle'" hOllsc of \\ or"ll1p. 

The) tackled the con ... truel!OIl 
mallll~ on Satllnl;l~ ....... 1I1ce full·lIme 
jobs con"ul11ed thclr \~ eckd .. ~.... B~ 

then, Goin ... had bccomc a llllcman Illr 
Pu blic Se1\icc Co. 

"I handled C\Cr)- plCCC ofboanllll 
that church." Gom ...... aid. " Bo~. I \\i!'" 

proud of It:' 
\\hen he closes hIS eye .... (;01ll'> 

can sti ll ~ ll1 e ll the ulhcasollcd )clhm 
pille thaI Ihe church bought from a 
lumber company in Bro \..en 130\\. 

Today, Ihe church has cu~llIoned 

pC\~ sand rose·colored carpet. A ... mall 
piano Sib up front. A picture of Je ... u ... 
at the Last Su pper hangs 011 the bac\.. 
\\a l1. behind the \\ooden pulpit that 
Goins first pounded 11\ 1941. 

In the church':. heyday. 11 regular· 
Iy dre\\ 230 to 240 \\ orslupcrs on a 
Sunday. 

0110 ;Ind Wi lma C Hin s ill :I r(' ('l'nt photo. They ha vc Iwcll 
lll:lrri(' tI fo r n ~ l· ars . 

"A lot of people l1\ed herc then:' 
(join~ ... aid .. ' \nd the thing of II \\;1'0. 

therc \\crell't \cr: many Olhcr place ... 
to go. '01 too man: of thcm lliid ca ...... 
"'0 the) couldn't go to Okcmah or 
O\..mulgce." 

In the I1l1d·194(k (jom... left 
Ilaydoll\ Ille for a preal'il1Tlg Job 11l 

Idaho. O\Cf thc ncxt four dec.ldc .... hc 
...e1\ cd more Ihan a do/en churchc ... 11\ 

O\..lahom<l. I< ill1,,<I ... and Idaho. onen 
reCCI\ Ing pa~ nH;l1t 111 the Il)fln of cgg.~. 
cahc ... and garden produce 

lie relumcd to Il a)doll\llle III 

19~ I ill age 71 to retlrc 
"I (ildn', figure on p;l~tonng any· 

Illorc:' he ... aid. 
Bul he ... oon aceepled an 111\ 11;lIlOn 

to pa"tor thc I I:lydOI1\ dlc chun.;h once 
ag<l1l1. 

\ lore th:m 2() year ... later. he ",1Il1 
hc h:h no plan~ to qUit as long <I ... he 
ha ... hI:-. health. hiS ... trength and ".,ome· 
body \\ 1I1lng to Ihten," 

"IIO\e II and thmk I preach hclt~r 
Ihan c\ er and \\ h) .,houldn·, 1." hc 
\\ rotc In a SC\ en·pagc. hand\\ fllten 
statcmcnt that hc preparcd till' I1Ight 
beforc a rcportcr's \ .... I\. 

"I" e had morc c\pcnCllce .... tlld~ 
more. ha\ e more timc to prcparc." 

Of Ihe \\cel"!y cro\\d of 20. he 
said. "ThClr loyall). their !;lIthflllnc ....... 
Iheir prese nce is as rcwa rcllng 10 l11e a ... 
whcn I preached to 200 III th c ... ame 
buil<ling," 

Church member J lln Wade. 66. 
s:l1d GOln ... uscs the cntlre Bible 
Genc~ l s to Rc\elation ami dcll\er., 
sermons that touc h hl111 per ... ona lly 
e\cry Sunday, 

" l ie don' t miss, either:' Wade 
said , "II 1l1lght be ICy. ami hc'lI " .. y. 
·Wel1. J tlllilk I'm g01l1g to go dO\\11 
there, $omebod) l111ght "ho\\ up:" 

Tom G01l1s. 65. the thlr(l·olde ... t of 
Otto G01m,' si). chddrCIl . scr.c~ .-..., 
e).ec llti\c sec reta ry trca:-.urcr for the 
Assemblies of' God's 487 Oklahoma 
congrcgations. 

l ie said preac hing keeps his dad 
gOing. 

" I told him one tim e .. Dad. 
YOll ' \ C gal to si mp li fy your Ii fc."· Tom 

\ JC; I I t.lt ll \ (;1'. ~lImm..r 2U02 13 



(loins said. 
"lie S111d, 'Well. ho\\ \\ould I do 

that?'" 
"I said, 'First. you'd resign the 

church, then you'd sell ;tll your 
cow!'. 

Ono Goins' n.:ply: "If I did that. 
then you've taken all the enjoyment ou t 
of my life:' 

On his tree-shrouded slice of rural 
paradise, Goins raiscs chickens and a 
fe\\ canle. lI is garden len uce, toma­
toes, corn also keeps him busy. 

And each mo rn ing except 
Sunday, when he goes in thc a fter­
noon he steers his pick up to the 
Il ighland Park Manor Nu rsing 1 lome 
in Okm ulgee. 

"When you've becn wit h a person 
for 72 yea rs or more, you just kind of 
feel like you got to sec the m:' Goi ns 
said o f his wife, who has a form of 
AI""/ hei mcr's. 

Debbie Lew is, director of nursing 
at Il ighiand Park Manor, said Wilma 

Goins doesn't communicate much \er­
bal ly. 

" I/e'll just sit there in a rocking 
chair," Lewis said of Ono Goins, 
"Sometlllles, he' ll read a ne\\spaper or 
a magaLtne. 

When Wilma Goins sees her hus­
band comi ng, shc starts paning her 
palm, he said. 

On a reccnt day. he asked her if 
she was happy to sec him, 

'" I sure am," she replied. 
At 91. Goins has losl llluch oflhe 

carti lage ;n his knecs, but none of the 
humor in his dclivery. 

Pastors, he said. learn to read the 
facial expressions of their congrega­
tion. They can tell who's blessed and 
who's bored who's liking the sermon 
and who's counting sheep. 

"You learn:' he said . " that at 12 
o'clock, you might as well stop 
because they arc going to." 

If YOll preach a good ser1110n 
everybody wan ts to take YOll out for 

Your Historical 
Materials 

Are Valuable 

The Assembli es of God has a dynamic and inspiring 
history-in the U. S. and around the wo rld, This is 
wh)' the Flower Pentecosta l Heritage Center is actively 
seun:hing for hi stodcal nwteria ls before they are lost or 
dest['oyed. 

And ) 'Oll can ha\'e a "ita l part in this iml)Ortant 
ministr)', 

If ) 'Oll or a 100'ed one we['e involved in the od gin 0 [' devel­
opment of any minislt,), relating to the Assembli es of God. 
please write or ca ll to{hIY. Ma terials or information ) 'Oll 

can contribute might be just what we need to liII gaps in 
one of ou r many collections. 

You arc invit ed to stOll by the new Flowe[' Pentecostal 
Heritage Center whenever you arc in SIH'inglield so you 
cnn sec firsthand how we arc working together to preserve 
our Grand Heritage. 
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dinner. he said. 
Preach a poor one'.' 
"E,en the kids wa11l to cr:1\\ I 

under the pe\\s:' he quipped. "One i!' 
just as popular as the 1<I:.t sermon he 

preached." -t-
Copyright 2002 , T he Ok lahoma 
Publi shing Com pa ny 

Editor's 'liotl': I'astor Goi n~ made nlll' 

l'orn't tion to the stor~, \\hil' h appearl'd 
in the IJlI i~1" Okltl/WI1l(lIl • . 'I:I~· l it 2002. 
The danci n ~ tlandd ions in the open in g 
sentenn' an' ae tu alt~ dancing .Icl lml 
daisies. Th e origi nal story ll lol ' d on ly tlu' 
photo of I'astn!" Goi ns. [akl'n h.1 his 
frknd and former SlInda.\' sdwol pupil. 
Il a rl l' n Corl'. Pastor Goi ns fllrni s h(' tl 
[he ot her ph ntns II sed in this reprill!. 

]lohhy Htlss. Jr. is the Hl'Iigio l1 Edit or 
for th e IJlIi~1" Oklllllflll/tlll lw d l'a n he 
reaehl'd hy ('- mail at: IToss@ok l:iI[o' 
IImll.l'om nr by phone at (.t05) 475· 
.1480. 





Clarence and Irene Cope 

Answering the Call 
B~ Glellll (;ohr 

C larence and Irene Cope have filled many positions of 
mini stry and arc known throughou t the Assemblies of 

God. Before their marriage, Irene traveled as an evangelist 
in Ca lifornia, Nevada, Soulh Dakota, and other places. 
Together they have pastorcd churches in Tennessee, 
Alabama, Georgia, and Colorado. Clarence has also held 
positIons on both a di strict and national level for Ihe 
Assemblies of God. 

S ince 1967, when they first mel Colton Wickrama· 
raIne, the general superintenden t of Sri Lanka, the Copes 
ha ve had an interest in the people of that country. After 
resigning their c hurch in Colorado, they fe lt it a priv ilege to 
answer the call to missionary service in 1983. They were 
appointed as full-time mi ssionaries to Sri Lanka in 1985. 
Although they recently retired from full-time missionary 
service, their hearts arc still me lded to the work in Sri 
Lanka, and they arc involved in a number of missions proj­
ects 

C larence Ordan Cope was born July 3, 1928 at 
Smithvi lle, Tennessee, the son of Charley Di llard 

Cope and Retha (Jones) Cope. lI is parents attended the 
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Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and were godl y peop le. 
They farmed at Smant Swtion, Tennessee, nOI far from 
McMinnvi lle. The Smartt Station Assembly of God was 
two miles away, and Clarence as a child began attending 
meeti ngs there. 

In 1941 , when James Murray, a you ng Bible school 
gmduate, ca me to Smartt Station Assemb ly to preach a ser­
mon , one of those in the audience was a little 13-year-old 
boy. C larence Cope, who responded to the altar call. li e 
was baptized in the Collins River and received the baptism 
in the f loly Spirit about six months later. Clarence began to 
give all of himself to furthe ring the gospel, and soon his 
parents also joined the church . 

Two years later, a need arose for a new ch urch build­
ing. Cla rence felt such a burden to help the ch urch that he 
dropped out of high school to work in a loca l gamlent fac­
tory. At age 15, he chose to g ive 90 percent of his sa lary to 
the building of the church. lie also helped to lay concrete 
blocks for the constrtlction of the building. Cla rence con­
tinued to attend Smartt Station Assembly of God, worked at 
the fac tory, and helped his fa ther on the family farm. 

In 1946 a lady eva ngeli st came and hcld a weck's 



C lal"l' lu'(' and Ir(,Ill' CO Pl' (lOp 1'i~ 11I ) and 
\('(' n l" r,'urn tlw i .. llIini s tr~ in Sri Lanl..a . 

mceting;1I thc church. IIer coming became a Hlrning POlnt 

in Clarcncc's life. 

I rcne Ali ce DCIlI1CI1 was born Janual) 23. 1922 at 
Columbia. South Dakota. the daughlCr of George and 

Augusta (Weismantei) Dennen. Although her parcnl'> \\cr..: 
Lutheran. they came into Pentecost through the innuence of 
Irene's Aunt Selma. Selma's youngest daughter was healed 
of a se\cre case of eczenHl at one of Aimee Scm pic 
McPherson's meetings in California in about 1930. 1 This 
impacted the whole family, and beforc long. Irenc's mother. 
Augusta , receiving the baptism of't he I [oly Spi rit at a cot­
tage prayer meeting at her sister Selma's house. [rene, at 
age 9, h;ld nc\er heard anyone speak ing in tongues. and ~hc 
\\:\s \ely frightened when she Sa\\ her mother slain in the 
Spirit and speaking in a foreign language. "Will [e\er hear 
her speak in English again'.''' shc asked herself.~ 

Although Augusta or "Gustic" was an intrO\ crt with no 
sc hooling. God began 10 re\eal grel\l muhs 10 her from the 
Bible. I IeI' Lutheran paslOr was so impressed. that he il1\ it­
cd her to teac h the book of Rc\'clmion. George. her hus­
band. \\as teaChi ng al the samc tillle al thc back of the 

church. \\ hik she taught at thc front. Although tllllid and 
lu\\ing no ~clf-e~leelll, ~he \\ould corne to tht: podium and 
be Iramformed inlo a per~on \\ ith po\\er alld :luthont} . 1 111~ 

Illlagc of her mother h;l\ i1 1 \\a}~ remallled \'\Id In Ir..:ne·~ 

m e m or;.. 
Augu:.la died III 1935. \\hcli Irene \\it ... on I} IJ. lIer 

father ... 0011 rcmarried. and Irene \\ent to Jr\ e \\ Ith her older 
sbler. M} rtle and hu~band . ,\10\ IIlg \\ Ilh Iht:m to 
California. from 1935-1946. Ircne \\ent through \\ hat ~he 
calls the "school of'hard knocks ." E\en ... 0 .... he \\lIne"ed 
miracle:. and e,'l:perienced gelluine 1ll0\es of God time ami 
time again. She fell God calling her into full-time go~pel 
\\ ork . 

AI age 17 she as""~tcd on Ihe prano and occa ... lOlla[ly 
\\ould preach for a f\of\\egian couple. 1\ 11'. and \ -Ir .... 
Dipdahl. \\ ho opened a ... Iorefront church In Sonoma. 
Calirornia. Aner graduating from I.::.ureka (California) IlIgh 
School in 1940. Irene and a fnend. Carolyn Slattcry, deCid­
ed to reopen an Assembly ofCiod at Blue Lake. ('allfol'ma. 
l3ul when Ihe formt:r pastor found out \\hallhe ... e 1\\0 1;I(l1e ... 
were attcmpti ng to do. h<; ch:l1lged the locks ... 0 they could 
not mini ... tcr there. 
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I\est door \\:1:-; an nld condemned hulld mg \\ Ith no rur­
IIltur~. I hc !\\O \\omcn ... coun:d the dump fOT fUTllIlUn: and 
bo"e~ ~() thcy could ... 1111 hold church .. en Ice,>, ("arol,n 
dcclded to let Ircne do (he preadllng. Ihey had a rc\ 1\al. 
and sou l ... \,cn.: .. a\cd. I'h~) staled III (hi ... run-dO\\ ll bUlld­
IIlg from I 9 .. HJ-194:! . [hen (hey hought a l.odge lIall at 
Blul! la).;{.'. and ,11lo(her lad, I\l()).; o\cr (hc church. 

A fler rl!ce1\ing a lIc{.'ll ... e (0 prcach \\ IIh (h{.' A..,sembl1es 

of God 1rl 1942. Ir~n{.' a"''''lsted Bernice Schllecker in a 
hOlll e mls ... I011'- church at 1,0\ c lock. Ne\'ada. On Sundays. 
thl!) look all lhc fur1l1\urc Oul of thei r li\ ing room and lurned 
II into a ch<l pel. Tn help .,upport her ... clf. Irene worked In a 
IHundty and later at 11 mercantile g roce ry ..,tore Ihat opened 
during Worl d War II. "I hi.., was one way thaI "he could min­
gle \\ I1h (hI! public and 111\ ite pl:ople 10 church. Once (h e 
church readll:d an alll:ndancc of 50. thc) turn~d (he work 
O\er 10 others and \\ent 10 Soulh D"kot<l \\ here thcy Inl\ ~ led 
togelher in e\angeli~lic work ulltil 1944 \\ hen Bernice 
returned 10 California. 

A rather su rpri~lIlg thing happened 10 Irene in 1945. It 
\\a:-. I '~asler lime. and her dad and stepmother. \\ ho hud not 
seen Illuch of her in the la"t 10 years. \\ere nO\\ attending ,I 
congregational church Ihat had no pa..,tOt". They ill\ited her 
10 come and preac h to Ihe congregation. She \\ent and \\a:-. 
a:-ked 10 coille back for se\ entl Sundays. QUilC a Ie" young 

Iwople reccl\cd sal\atlon dunng IIH: ... e meetlngs. 
In 1946. Irenc c\angcll/cd \\ilb Rc\. and \Ir ... A. I· .. 

Baker In \11~souri. Alabama. and Tennessee . That fall. ... he 
separaled from Ihl..'m to work IIHkpendenlly. And after 
attending a fClIO\\..,hlp mecllng . ... he "as imitcd to preach a 
re\I\'al at Smartt Station. Tennes~ec. In Scplembcr 19--t6. 
TIll'> I.., where she met Clarcnce Cope . .! 

Ircne had high slandards for the man ..,he would marry. 

She "anted to marry a preacher who Ihed \\hat he 
preached. Some friends suggested (hal Clarence Cope 
mighl be jU..,1 Ihal person. And \\hen he drO\ e up to the 
Smartl Station Assembly of God. she queried. "Who is 
thatT" lie \\as tall and han(boille. weighing 155 pounds. 
On the lasl Sunday of Ihe Smartt Slat ion re\i\al. he askcd 
Irene if"hc'd like 10 go into town and have some icc c realll. 
She accepted Ihe im italion. and it prO\ed 10 bc a vcry spe­
cia l time for both Of lhelll a.., friendship soon blossomed into 

100c. 
Irene held se\era l other rc\i\ 'al llleetings in Ihe area . 

<md Clarence \\ould bc cct1ain to attend at lea..,t one of each 
oflhose mcetings. She wa s in the area for three months. but 
at the end of the year. she had 10 return to Californ ia. 
Clarence o f1i:red to dri\ 'e her to Nashville \\ here she would 
ca lch a plane. As they \\ere j usl starting out on thi s journey. 
Clarence's automobile began 10 aCI up. J Ie Slopped al a 

Sma r tt Stalion A ~s !' m h l .\ Hf 
G nd and cOllg l"l'galion ahout 
1941: . C!:tn' IU' i' is in llli'dar!.; 
~ ltil . :'it h from r iJ.! hl. 

Alw\(' : C lan' nn ' C up(' 
(k ft) a nd h i ~ p a ~ t o r. 

Th u rna ~ F. lI arri ~u n , in 
1946. lh(' ~ l' ar Ill' tIl !' t 
Ir('lIl'. 

18 \/(; tlt· RII \G L Sutllrnrr !OO! 

Loca t('d j ust out sidl' of 
Kingsport. Tt' un t'SH'l'. [hi s is tIll' 
C OJl l" s li rs[ c itutT h aft('l" their 
ma rriagt' in 19--' 7. 



garage and found OUI Ihal Ihe allernalor had "topped \\or!..· 
mg. It needed nc\\ bru"he..,. The Illechanrc told hlln Ihal II 

\\l)uld lake al le'hl an hour 10 fi\ Ihe \cJw.:k. 
\\ hlle Clarcncc and Irene ..,al III thc l'ar. wa1llng for Ihe 

mechall1c !O PUI II In \\or!..lIlg condillon agatn. Ihl' couple 
..,tartcd ha\ l1lg some \er} .... enou.., comcr..,allOll . The} j(luml 

Oul Ihal Ihe} had lllulual fedlllg:. for one anOlher. and 
Clarence :Isked. "Will youman) rnc·.~·· Irene m:l~ h:l\": he..,­
tlaled a fc\\ second..,. but h..:r ans\\ er \\.1'1 a decided ··Y..:.., ."" ' 

larence and Irene \\ere lllarrled on Jalluar: -L 19-J7. 
b) DI..,lnct Supennlendt,:nt (rrati) \\·hue. in hi.., home 

III ShclbY' tile. Tenne"..,ee . rhe) hOllc) moolled III 

K Ingspol1. Tennessee, 
AI!":r al1ending a 1111(1-\\ Intcr J\ (I Bible cOllfcn-::llce. thc 

Copes \\ere a~k..:d to lake a chu rch In Ktng",POI1. II onl) had 
one mcmbcr. bUI in cight monlh:. under Ihell'!cadcr..,llIp. thc 
IHlmber grc\\ 10 -JO people. many of Ihem bcing I1C\\ con­
\erh. 

Clarcnce al1endcd Southea..,tern Bible School III 

La!..cland, Honda lor one ycar. bCgllllllllg in Seplcmber 
19-J7. From Ihere he \\;1.., a ... !"ed to pa:.tor hi" hOlllc church 
al Smarll Stalion and gladl) aSSlIllled Ihe duties. Clarence 
and Irene alternat ed in Ilwir preaching. The congn:gatloll 
gre\\ li'om cle\..:n people to abolll 1 15. and they 0\ er..,a\\ the 

bUIlding of a Sunda~ ..,chool addition , Clarence also per­
... onall~ built a "tel.!pk for the church. To help mil!..e end ... 
Illeet. Clarence \\orkr..'d at a til") cleanmg e..,tabltsluncnt. 
rrr..'~"'lIlg clothe..,. I.ilter he accepll.!d a ptbilion a.., produce 
manager at the Kroger (rl'm:el) SlOr..: , Ilc \\ a.., Itccn .... ed \\ Ith 
Ihe\ ...... emblie~ of God III 19-JX and ord,lIned \ 1:1) .1. 1951 
b) the IcIHle~..,..:e [)hll'i;.;l. ~ 

'I hc Copes pa ... tol'..:d at CO\ IIlgton. Tenlle..,..,ee. from 
1953-195X and at Cnchlon \..,..,embl> In \Ioblle. \I;thama. 
from 195~-196~ , \\ lille III \labal11a. Clarem:c ..,encd ,I'> a 

gl.'neral pre ... b)ler for 6 I:! >C:ll' I rom 196X· 1973 the~ 

pa..,IOI"I.'d a flocl.. of 650 pcople at 'onh Illghland \",..,cmbl~ 

of ( ,od ;\1 Colul11bu..,. (Ieorgl:l Dunng 1111.., ..,allle period he 
..,cn cd bOlh ,I'> (reorgla a"''''I..,lant "'lIpefllll..:ndcnt (1970· D) 

and genera I pre..,b~ ter ( 197:!-73 J. lie \\ a:. a 1:.0 a membcr of 
Ihe board of' Sotithea:.k'l"Il Collegl.! In lakeland. 110mb. 

Aaron \1 \\ alL ronner 'llIKTlIltend..:nt of the (!corgI;! 
1)I,tnct ,>a),>. "(' Iarellcc \\a.., \el') COlllllllltl.!d and made;! 
\cr) good a..,..,t:-.lant "'llpl.!rlllICndellt Ilc \\;1'1 one ofOllr lead­
IIlg P'l'>tor:. al '\"ol1h 11Ighl'lIld \ ... ..,ell1bl~ ofCioli at that IlInc 
I rl.!all) appreciated hI'" l'lron.., ilild \\orl.. \\llh Ihe dl..,lncl 
I lc I'" a grl.!at gu~:' 

I hl.:lr lasl pa:.lorall.! \\a.., Ilr ... 1 \.."embl) III (,rand 
Junction. Colorado. \\ hl.:l"l.! they p:l'>tored fo r 10 year, (1973-

19R3), During 111I~ tllne. theIr congregation of l.OOO 

I~i ~h t: . l lIIIIC' 

\lun'a ~ (Iefl ) and 
C1a r('fl l'e COpl' ill 
ahnut 11)1)..1 , 

Fir!>1 ,\\w mhl,\ (If Gud . Grand 
JunClion . Cull)radll II h('I"l' tlu' 
C() P('~ pa'lHred frl)UI 11)7J- IIJHJ, 
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60 Years Ago 

By Patricia Pickard 

Sixty years ago. God \\as looking ahead 10 Ihe 
presi dency of Zion Bible In stitute in thc~pcrson of Rc\. 
George Cope. A Zion sllldcllt. James Murray. rccci\cd 
hi s diploma al the old Zion Gospel Tabernacle in East 
Providence. Rh ode Island. in 1941. 

The yearbook li sted hi s address as Nc\\ 
Kensington. Pennsy lvania. James had chosen the scrip· 
lure from Numbers 11 :25 to accompany his picture: "I s 
the Lord's hand waxed short? Tholl shah sec now 
whether 111y word shall come to pass unto thee or nol.'· 
James waS a quiet. unassuming boy who became 
Zion's "bell-ringer." calling student s 10 classes. church. 
and to the dinner table. J Ie played a violin and took part 
in Zion's orchestra. 

Upon graduation , James went to Tcnnessee. We 
pick up on Rev. C larence Cope's story here (Georgc's 
father): 

In 1941. a Zion Bible Instilule graduate that year. 
named .lames Murray. carne 10 visit his brother who 
was stati oned at Tullahoma Air Base in Tennessee. 
While Ihere, his brolher said. "1 know a chu rch wherc 
the pastor would probably let you preach. So lel's go." 
That church was the Smartt Stati on Assembly of God. 
The pasto r's name was Les lie Tomlin. They wcnt and 
James was asked to preach. AI the end of his message 
he gave an altar call. A little 13-year-old lad. Cla rence 
Copc. responded to thai ca ll. 

Cla rence Cope is the father of Zion's president. 
George Cope: hence, a 1941 Zion graduate is a direct 
link to fulfilling the will of God for Zion's leadership 
loday. Brother Cla rence Cope talked wi th James mueh 
later. and James had Ihi s to say ... [ didn'l gel much 
money for preaching. but I got all Ihe watermelon J 

could cat!" 

*Jlllll es Murra~' continued in mini str~' on the East Coast 
lllld ret irrd at $i l\"rr Lake. New York. He passed aWlly on 
,Ianuary 31, 1995. Geo rgr Cope. son of Clllrencr luul 
Irene Cope. was in sta lled as prrs id r nt of Zion Bible 
In stitut e on September 15,2000. 

Patricia Pickard is Zion 's residellt hi storian. 
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mcmbcr~ blessed tht'm \\ Ith 1\\0 tnp~ around the \\ortd 
\\hen the) \ISHed IR eoullIries. 111cluchng Sn Lanka. In 
Colorado Clart'llcc \\as a member oflhe exeelltl\t' board of 
Ihe Rocky \IOlllllaln DIslric\. lie aho sened on thc ForeIgn 
i\ lis,.;ions Board of the As<.,emblies of God for a 3-yt'ar ter~l. 

Clan:ncc and Irene nc\cr needt'd to ..,end OUI a resumc. 
In t'ach ca..,e the eongreg;lIions approached thcm to come a.., 
]J(l!,tOT!i. And obe\11lu the call of Ciod, each 11IllC Ihe\ ..,ald , ~ ~ . . 
"'Yes."' 

I n 19R3 CI(lrt'nce reslI.!I}ed hIS church. IIc \~a .... nO\\ 55 
years old. lie had sened In many churches and held 

di"triCI onict' ..... ~et he felt a ~trong lUg allw, hean 10 go IntO 
mission!") \\01']... J. PhilIp II ogan. e'cctlti\e dIrector of for­
eign mission:-. told him. "'Clarence, yOll art' eSlabltshcd and 
knO\\ n throughout thl:. constituenc) . You can go an) placc 
ill the \\orld \\hert' tht'rt' b an opcmng."·' Withlll a month'" 
time. a couple III Califorma. \\orklng \\lIh thc Sn Lan]..a 
Child Care program. a:.kt'd tht'm to hclp ralSc funds, \\ hicb 
they did. t\llhc end of2 )car~. Ron Peck. the art'a dtn!ctor 
for I: urasia. said. "'I feel \\e ha\e an appoirHlllcnt for you:' 
This led to 18 year.~ of dcdicated mi:.:-ional') ~en ict' for Ihe 

Copes. 
ROll Peck no\\ has a unique rdation .... hlp \\ ilh Clarcncc 

,ltlel Ircnc. NO{ only did he help them lind placcmcnt in mis­
!")iolmr) scnice. but the Copt':- wt'l"e pa:-toring Ill.., \\d\:'~ 

home church ;11 Mobile. Alablllna. \\ hen Ihe Peck!-. Ihcm­
scl\'c~ fir!")t \\cnt to the 111i:.:-ion tkld -tl \ ear!") ago. 
"Clarcnce and Irene Cope art' 1\\0 ortht' lll()~t \:holesOI;1t'. 
nice:.t people in the \\orlel Ihal you \\ould c\cr lllt'Ct.'" 
Regarding mission!") \\ork. Peck sa) s . "Their commi tment to 
ste\\ardship in mi:."ion:- b unsuf[J:Is<.,ed. No onc ha:- lra\­
e led farther. raised morc money. and "pcnt Icss doilH.': il Ihan 
the Copcs.'"'1 ~ 

A fter meeting \\ ilh Ihe Foreign r-. lis:.ions COl1lmiltee al 
the 1983 General Council. the Copes applied for appo int­
ment and were approved as full-time missionaries on 
Novcmber 12. 1985. 10 Unable 10 oblain \ isa:. to uo to Sri 
Lanka.lhey still were able to spend alle:tst one-third of each 
year on the field. \~orking wilh local pastors in Iraining 
nati onal s to prcach Ihe Gospcl. 

Slcpping OUI imo missions \\ork \\"a~ a \cry difficult 
adjustlllent for Irene. It mC,lIlt gi\ ing up all their secllrity 
whcn they were close 10 retirelllclli. But :.ure enough. she 
began to feel Ihe burden for !l1i~~ions as wcll. E\cry morn­
ing she would say. "Lord, if yOll gi\c us the hcalth and 
strength. wc'lI keep going to Sri Lanka 1\\ icc a ycar." 11 The 

Copes made a eomm ilment 10 build as many churches as 
Ihey could durin g the Decade o f Ilarvest. and over the laSI 
16 years o f th eir se rvice in Sri Lanka. they rai sed funds to 
build liD churches. 

De ve loping a close relation ship with General 
Superintendent Collon Wickramaralnc. thcy have filled his 
pulpit when he has been out of the country. and they have 



taught atthc Cc~ Ion Blbll.! Colkge. 
The Cope ... h;\\ c kn{)\\ n Dr. Colton \\ Ickramaratnc i()r 

0\ er 35 yea r ... \\hCll he came to the u.S. 111 1967. 'he Copt: ... 
111t:1 h1111 al Iht: Long Beach Cit:m:ral COllllcli. lie looked al 
Gt:orge and "':I1lI. "I ha\t: \een you beforc:' Clarencc .... 11(1. 
"'0. I don', belle\c ..,0; \\e lul\e Ilt:\er bcen III Sri Lanka:' 
But he llN..,led. " I ... <\\\ Y01111l a \ 1 ... lon In 1957:" \fter that 
thc) il1\1Icd h1111 to ... peak 11l IhClr churc h al \I ohilc. 
Alabama. rhe church \\a.., ..,0 Imprl.,.,..,cd b) hi .. IC.,llmOIl) 
thaI Ihe) ga\ e an olTering that bought hi ... lir..,1 car almo..,t III 
11:-. t:11llrt:ly the gn:ate ... t '>Ingle olTering thaI church had 
t:\t:r gi\cn to IllI ... SI01h. Becau ... e ofth!.:lr friclHblllp \\ ith Dr. 
\\ 'ick ramaralnt:. the Copes mad!.: their fir ... t Irip to Sri Lanka 
in 1976. And Ihey b!.:cll1l1e f:lIllllmr \\ IIh Ihe childcare pro· 
gram in Sri Lanka afkr all!':l1(iing an Impd u ... IlK'cling in 
1980 spol1:-.ored fo r Ieadcr ... from all mcr Ihe \\ orl el. II \\;1 ... 

obviow,. that God had a hand in calling Ihem to mini ... lI.: r in 
Sri Lanka. 

Upon turning 65, Clarem;e requc..,led an exlt:INon of 
hi ... aCli\ e nm ... ional") ... en ict:. Field Dm:ctor len;. Parsle) 
rcspondcd \\ ilh a lellt:r tl1(l1 ..,1;lIed: " 1 am more Ihan happ) 
to gra nt mercy to you concerning) our reque:-.I. I don't 
kno\\ \\hat \\e \\ould do \\lIhoul your 11lnl1e11CC III Sri 
Lanka. a~ \\ell as SOlilhern Asia. ;\11 of our ml ... sionaric ... 
and nati onal brt:thren ha \t: been bks ... ed by your mini-.lry." . 
That extension \\a.., gran led in 1993 and sc\ ~ral more e'ten· 
sion:) ha\ c fo llo\\ ed . 

An~r a d i':>linguished career a:) m issionarie:). Clarence 
and Irene Cope retired from acti\e missionary sen icc dTec­
[i\ e March 31. 200 I. Dll\ id Grall1. area direclor for Eurasia 
says the 18 year ... the) sened in Sri Lanka "was an cxtreme· 
Iy fruitful. producli\ e period of lime. They were il1\ohed in 
feeding programs and compass ion mini ... lri es 10 st rcet chil· 
d ren. refugee:). orphan s. \\ido\\ s. and families. They lliso 
were deepl y i11\ol ved inlhe Bible co llege. but Iheir primary 
mini slry \\as church plall1il1g. Their cOll1 mitment and "ork 
in Sri Lanka has been otit sland ing," I~ 

The Copes celebralt:d Iheir 50lh \\edding anni\crsary 
on January 4. 1997. General Sec rt:ta ry Georgc Wood had 
Ihis to say about Ihe Copes o n Ihi s momentous occasion: 
"You are a wonderful model and in!)piration to tiS of "l1al il 
means 10 be Chrislians. to be married. and 10 ha\ e a "on· 
derful family. You ha\e also demon strated by your contin­
uing in\'ohemenl wilh missions. an unflagging zeal 10 the 
"ork of the Lord: ' 15 

George Wood ani nns thaI "from the first lime I e\er 
met you. you extended stich grac ious acceplance and hospi· 
talit y to\\ard me g i\ ing me. an unkno\\n 'rookie' preach· 
er an o pportunit y to preach in the churches you pastorcd."l b 
The Copes reccntly ct: lebraled their 55,h \\edding anni\er· 
sary. 

Clarence and Irelle. ha\ e two chi ldren . and two gmnd· 
children, Their daug hter Judi. who is married to Robert 
Ebert. h;t s been ;til 81h grade English teacher in Ihe middle 

... dIOOI;1\ I'ort Ikmung. (it:orgl<l. for 31 ~ea ..... The) h,l\~ a 
:-.on. Jon and \\ IIi: \\ell:-':-'<I. \\ ho arc t:\pectlllg Ihe Copt:· ... 
fiN great·gramkhild Tht:lr ..,on. Georgc Cope. and \\ It"c 
Chel) I. 11\ e at Barrington. Rhode bland. \\ hcre ht: I', pre ... l· 
dent of lion Billie In:-.tllutc Gt:orgt:· ... daughter. ]t:" ... yca. I" 
marned to Greg (jolcml'K)\\ ..,kl. 

('[arenee and Irene Cope IM\e been faithful and con· 
"'I"tcnt through almo:-.I 6() yea ..... of I1llnhlry. In [ocal church 
nllnl .. lri~:-. and di..,trict ollict: .. that "'panlll'd 36 year .... Ihc~ 

bet:amc kno\\11 all mer tht:\ ...... t:mbht::-. of God t't:llmh[lIp . 
\ nd \\ hen ('[arenct: \\a.., age 55. ralher Ihan ... Im\ do" n 111 

the mll l1:-. lr~. the Cope.., \\cnl full ... peed ahead mto mi ... ..,lon.., 
\\ork III Sri Lanka \\ here thc) ~en cd for I ~ morc ~ <.:ar" of 
rJc(licated C0l1l111ltmelll. \\ 'i lb hcan~ of thanbgl\ 1I1g. [ht:) 
prai~t: God for the mall) years o f blessllIg and lor Ih e I:hk ... 
they \\ere able 10 accolllpli ... h. 111 sellli·rctirelllelll they arc 
:-.Iill :Jcti\e III :l1I ... \\cring God's call a ... the) 1ll1l1l~ter III 

churche:-. illihe U.S. and COll\l1H1e 10 r:II~t: fUlld~ for \;lnou ... 

' 01('," 

I. Patri!.: ia Pu.:J...anl. Hll~'r- IC\\ \\ lIh Chm:ncc ;l11d I r~'n~ C1lrC. 
Scpt~'l1lhcr ~ I. ~OO(). 

"l Ibid 
.j Ir~'ne COIh:. 1lI1111..,h:f1;11 file. 
4 ('Ian:nee and Irl'lIc C·oPl'. telcphone InlCI"\IC\\. \I.lrch I~. 

20()2. 
5. Patrici;1 PII:J...,lrd. HlIer-IC\\ \\ IIh Clar~nce and Irene Copc. 

Septcmber ~ I. ~(X)O. 
6. Clarence COPl'. 1l111lhlerial tile. 
7. \aron \1 \\;111. telephone imenie\\. \Iarch 12. 200~ 
l! Clarence ,111d Irl'nc Cope. rlll~ ... ionar) file 
9. Ron I)eck, telephone Inlcnle\\. \Ian.;h II. ~002. 
10. Clar..:ne..: and Irene Cope. 1l1i~~IOnar) tile, 
II. Ibid . 
12 . Ibid. 
13. Ibid. 
14. Dm!d (,rant.lclcphone IlIIenie\\. \ Iarch 13.2002. 
15. George \\00(1. Ictter to Re\ . and \11". Clarenel' 0 

Cope. October 24. 1996. 
16. Ibid. 
17. Clarent·c and Irene Cope. telcphone mIen lel\. \ larch 

15. 2002. 

G lt-nn Go hr is ;I s~ i s t a n t 

are hhist a nd co p~ t'dilnr for 
th e Flnll(' r Pent N'nSta ! 
!! t'r it agl' CCnt l' l'. 
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Pentecostalism's 
"Apostle of Balance" 
Visits Newfoundland 

REMEMBE RI NG A STO P ON DONALD GEE'S 1951 TOUR 

By Burton K. Janes 

Donald Gee (1891-1966), English On September 20 Gee mel wilh 

Pcnh.:costal author, pastor. educator. the British A G In London. where 
plans were made for the forthcoming 
3rd World Conference of Pcnh.:costal 
Churches. which was to convene there 
in 1952. 

conti.:n.:ncc speaker. 0..:<li101" and ecu­

menist. visited Nc\\ fOllndland, 
(;11111da\ 11(;\\1.::-.1 Pro\,incc. in 1951. 
During hi~ 4-day stay. he held meet­
Ings 111 Full Gospel Tabernacle. 
Gander, and 1: lil11 Pentecostal 
Tabernacle. 51. John's. 11ll! capital and 
largcsl ciW 1301h churches \\ere pri\ i­
Icgcd 10 rcccin.: spiriUlal instruction 
from Pentecostalism's "Apostle of 
Balance:' (icc was kno\\!l as a moder­
al": on COlliC1l1iollS rnallcrs within 
Pentecostal ism. 

In 1945 Gcc \\as elected chairman 
of the British Assemblies of God 
(1\ Cj). 011 September 18. 1951. a year 
aficr his first wife dio.:d. Ciee was 
inducted as principal of the newly ro.:ot'­
gani/cd Bible school of the British 
A Ci ill Kenley. Surrey. ncar London. It 
\\a~:l demanding ta~k. but one he was 
capable of filling \Vith case and expert ­
ise. Almost immediately. he len his 
post at the college to fulfill a long­
:.tanding engagement in North 
Americ(1. and did not return until 
NO\ cmbcr I. Part of his commitment 
included the bricf stopove r on the 
Island of Ne\\ fOund[:l nd. 
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Leaving London at 8 p.m .. he new 
to Scotland for a late-night meal. From 
there, he flew across to In.:land to calch 
his transoceanic flight from Shannon 
Airport. li e boarded a Boeing 377 
Stratocruiser. which boasted four 
engines of 3.500 horsepo\\er each. Gee 
was among the 100 passengers making 
the 300 m.p.h. flight. 

Nine hours ofsl11ooth flying at an 
altitude of 10,000 feet above thc 
Atlantic brought the commercial plane 
to the end of Ihe first lap of Gee's 
engagement G:mder International 
Airport. the "Cros~roads of the World:· 

A n In vitat ion to Sto pover 
Soon alier arriving as pastor of 

Gander's Full Gospe l Tabernacle III 

1951. my father. Eric R. Janes. heard 
Ihal Donald Gee would be slopping at 
SI. John's en route to the United States 
of America. Acquain ted wi th Gee's 
writings, especially Pelllecusl, the 
quarterly magazine he edited. Dad 

Eril- n. Janes (left ) and Do nald G('t' 
togetht'r in 1951 . 



thought Ill', congr~gat1(ln \\{}uld bcnefit 
from a \ I .. U from Gcc. Ilc \\ rotc ilnd 
a,,)..cd 11I1Tl 10 con~lder .. taymg 
o\crnlglll and conducting II .. enu.;C. 
Gec accepted the im ItatlOn. ilnd 
rc\ I.,ed 1m .. cheduk accordingly. 

1\ l Id-morning. Sept~mber 21. the 
aircrafl carry111g Gee landed at (iHllder 
InternatIOnal Alrpon. (icc .. tepped 
from the plane and greeted 
,~\\ !i.}lmdland'" cri.,p ... unn) autumn 
day. 

Dad had no diflicult) rccognl/lIlg 
the 60-year-old I ngli.,hman. for he had 
.. een hI" photograph. Gee \\a .. \\earlng 
a hal. A trifle imp<ltient. he rcmar)..ed 
10 Dad whtle standing in lille for Ill., 
luggagc. "They arc ~IO\\ here. I'\c 
bcen \\alt11lg a long tIme!" 

Gce's biographcr. John Carter. 
commented that he had a te1l1peramen­
wI dl .. pO'.lllon and \\<lS occ;hlonally 
moody. \\·hile principal of the Brit"h 
A G Bible College in Kenky, he dole­
fully exclaimed onc mornIng to those 
,maiting bn.:akf;\sl. ·"Thc same f()od. 
the ~ame faces. Ihc same peoplc. 
Someone .,lal1 il chorus:' I\. slUdent 
bcgan "lIlging. '·Just Ihe ~al1le. Jml the 
.. ;unc." I\. meticulously punctual pcr­
~()n. (jee delested the thought of \\;1"11-

ing a "nglc momenl. 
An early riser. he de\OIed 1110.; 

energy to eeascles:. daily labor. I k 1'01-
lo\\ed a siriet regimcn in his world­
wide tra\els. Follo\\ ing break fa:..\. hc 
handled hi .. cxtcl1si\e corre~pondence. 
\\ rotc editorial-. fo r Pelll('{"o\/ maga­
/inc. composed maga/lne arlicle:-., 
wrolC book<.. and prepared material for 
his teaching ministry. 

At the par~onage III Gander. he 
lay do\\ n fo r a nap and aros~ at 3 p.lll. 

"Could I h<l"c a cup of tea'.'" he 
requested. 

The c\cning spread cspeciall) 
Ihe Illeat elicited a surpris11lg ques­
lion from Gee. ··Sister:- he :.aid 10 my 

mOl her. ·'can you get c\er)lh1l1g likc 
thi~ mel\l and butlcr in large quan­
tities'?'" 

··Yes:· ]\10111 replicd. ··AII you 
nccd is the money! Thcre (Ire no 
re:.trictions 

·· Inl.ngland:· (ICC e\p];llned. '.\\~ 
arc mtioncd 10 a fc\\ ounce:.. .. 

Full Gos pel Tahel"ll;u:le I)acked 
Dad had 1I1\ It~d neIghbOring p'h­

lor~. panu.;ularly 1\\ 0 di:-.lriu .. uperln­
lendenh A. Stanley l3ur~e) (1906-
(0) and hi .. brother. I ran).. G. 13ur:..e) 
(1903-67) 10 (j~c'~ l11~et1llg. 

Becau:..e the Tram. Canada I ligll\\ay 
had not b~en complcl~d acro~:.. 

'\C\\ fOllndland ill th~ tllne. a fer,! 
tran:"porled Ihe Bur~e) brothers. along 
\\ Ilh ..;e\~ra[ other p""tor:... acro .... :.. thc 
I \p[Olb RI\er. Th~ )..11ld fe lT) operator 

charged thc pa:-.tor~ nothmg! They th~n 
drO\ e thc di.,lance to (jander on a gra\­
cJ road. A .... thc fCIT) ~htlt d{)\\ n al Il1ld­

Illghl. the \ 1~lIor~ caille prepared to 
o\cmight at (lander. 

I·ull Go:..pcl Tabernacle \\<lS IiIkd 
10 capacil) \\ IIh peopk Illillllly from 
the Celltral District of the Penteco:..tal 
A~~el11blies of 1\C\\ ]'oundlaml (PAO\l). 
·'The 1\e\\ foundland A ... semblie~." (icc 
obscned in a later reporl on hi .. meet­
ing, ··do not g~1 too many \ i:..iling 
preacher ... fr0111 0\ er ... c, .... and so Ihe) 
arc thc more appreciated:· 

[n Ill:.. inlrodllctor) remar)....,. 
\\·c:..lern DI:..tncl Supenntendenl A.S. 
Bur~e) told orGee ... 111\ lIallon to a cer­
tam church. A large notIce mcr the 
front of thc budding proclaimed: 
··COMI~ AND IlEI\.R -11 11: GRb\T 

SCOTTISH "VAN(jl LIST DOI\,­
ALI) GEE:· 

Gee aro:..e and :..po)..e to thc con­
gregation: 

I ha\c 10 mah';\ mple corro:cllon 
You 11<\\ e referrcd 10 mc a~ 

GRI \T. I \\ant to lell ~ou thm 1 
am nul Great. bm Ihm Ill) Sal iour 
is (ireat. You hal e de .. cribed Ille 
a~ bCl1lg SCOT11SII. Thl .. I .. 

incorrect. a~ I ,lin purl' 1.ngh .. h. 
You ha\e allnounced 11K' a~ belllg 
an E\' \ ,\(d liST. I 11<1\ e nOllhm 
mini,>l-: gilt I am a Teacher 

Gee's teachlllg. Ihal I1Ight "a ... remcm­
bered by A. S. Bur:..ey a~ '·~imp[e yet 
profollnd." Ilis :.t) Ie was 10\\ -key and 
di ... passionak·. Ba .. ing hi:. \;11)" on Act:. 

I O. h~ .. poke on Peler's call 10 proc\,"m 
thl' gthpel tn the (Jcntt!e .... ··Perhaps 
Peter·... uppermost thought." (jee 
ob~ened .. '\\" ... Ihal thc CII) of 
Cae .. area on Ihe Pa1c:..timan coa ... t \\.l"I a 
cool .. ummer r~sort!·· Through Peter':.. 
e'pcrience. ho\\e\er. ··(iod ah.o 10 the 
(icnll1c.~ granted repentalll;e unto 1tf~" 
(.\c\-. II: I Xl. 

"\\·hen he fini .. hed:' Bur:..e) 
recalled. "it :..e~med thai he h;ld CO\­

ered the ... tory complctdy and broughl 
Ihc :..cene bcli.lre 11:.. in an e\ccllenl 
manner." John Cancr \\mle. "\Ir. Gee 
pos:..e .... ed an e'pertlsc for belllg able 
to ma)..e ... ubJects IIIHkr~wndable that 
\\ere ab:..truse to man) peoplc ." 

\Ithough hc \liI:.. Ihe author of 
IllIl11cfOU:.. hoo).. .... Gee ;J(l\ertl .. ed nOlle 

Il)r ... alc lTl 11I~ (jander me~t11lg. 1[1"1 

hiographer comment~d "Ilc could .... 0 

e .... d) ha\c become pufred-llp and 
.. \\olkn-headcd b) the adulatioll and 
I'll:..:.. he reCl'l\ ed a .. he \ I~itcd CUUlllry 
alier coullt l):' An ofli.:nng ofSJ5 \\a~ 
Idled and pr~~cnted 10 (icc. lie later 
\\ role that It Iwd been "" p1ca .. ure to 
enjoy .. h~an) 11lecllng." 

\ . S. Bur .. e) agre~d: ·'It \\;t:.. a 
good .. en ICC. and a thrilltng experience 
to ll1~el 11l1" Pcntcco .. lal preacher of 
\\orld reno" n:' I lc al .... n \ 1\ 1(11) 
r~11l~11lbered one of (jec·:.. puh) ~Iale­

!lien\-.. ·'You .. end (I .... a boat-load of 
c\;l1lge1t:..h, and \\e \\tll ... end you a 
boal-Iuad of teachers!·' 

One pa ... tor was dhappol1lted Ihat 
Gee'~ '\e\\foundland \1 .. lt \\;\ ..... 0 

.. hon. I lc 11Iqll1red \\ hether the teacher 
\\ould cancel or dcfi.:r .. om~ of h ... 
... cheduled meetlllg .. el:..e\\ h~r~ and 
\ 1 .... 11 hi ... church. 

··Brother:· (icc replied firml). "1 
ha\c gl\elllll) \\onl!·· 

'·Oh!" the pastor .. aid cmbarra ..... -
IIlgly. 

0 11 to 51. Johll ' ", 

On Saturday morning, Gee len 
Cander and fle\\ to 51. John':... \\hcr~ 
he .. \\:1"1 greeted by old friend ..... ' 

I larold J. ( I X98- 1980) ;l1ld France:.. S. 
(d. 196-1) Snelgro\e. pa~lOrs of Llim 
Pl'ntecoslal Tabernacle. 
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On Sunday nigh!. 500 or mon: 
crO\\dcd 11110 thc Tabernaclc. ··The 
pO\\cr of God wm, felt throughOlIl the 

rneellng..,. thc closing Monday night 
be lllg "'peclally undcr thc louch of 
(iod ." ·1 hI..! congregation of Bethesda 
Penh,:cOMal Church. founded by Alice 
13. Garrigu ... ( 1858-1949) in 191 I and 
no\\ pa ... tored by George E. Parsons (d. 
19(0). abo supponcd Gec· ... mCl..!tlngs 
at I· hm. 

Many of those \\ho \\crc fanulmr 
\\ ltlt (il!c's \\1"1 lings. espccially on ,>pir­
lI11al gilh. l\:ali/ed thaI an aUlhority 
wa:. in thdr micb!. and cxpected deep. 
lofty. thought-pro\oking teaching on 
the c/UI/"I,III/(Jf{/. In a SI. John's ml!ct­
lIlg. the anticipatcd e '\po~ition did not 
lllatcriali/c. Spiri tual gilh e\ idcntly 
\\ crc not C\ cn mentioncd! 

A \\oman ex pressed sorc disap­
pOIntmcnt abOllt Gec·s <J\ 0\\ cd si lcnce 
on :.pint ual s. ·· Wc." shc complained. 

"\\ere e.-.:pecting somc tcaching on the 
gift ~ ofthc lIol y Spirit :' 

"Slstl..! r." Gee said \\ inso1l1ely in 
hi ... c rystal-clca r accent. "usc \\ hat you 
ha\c!" 

This was a significalll st:uemcnl. 
Gec could ha\(: shared nuggets Oftrllt h 
fro111 any of the books hc had \\ rinell. 
For there wcre many: The Frlli, 0/ the 
Spirit. H'I/lecost. 71,e Milli.III:I· Gi/i.1 0/ 
Christ. PrOl'er/)s fo r Pel/tecolt, God:~ 
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Grace alld P()II"C'r ./or u)day- A/ier 
Pel/tecost. and Fl"llit/llf or Barrell? II c 
could ha\e rcad from hi!' \Iorks sllch 
sparkling passage~ as thc rollowing: 

Praying in an unknol\ n tongue 
IS a pcrfcctly ,>criptllwl excn: isc. 
There I.., nothing unhcaltlllly ll1 y~­

teriou.., III ..,uch a mean.., of com­
munication bct\\cen God and man 
cither. ··God I'> a Spi ril. and Ihe) 
that Ilor..,hlp hll11 IllU~t I\orship 
him 11\ "pmt and III truth" (John 
4:24): the gift oflOnguc~ i~ plain­
ly Slated to gi\c a pOller of ul\er­
al11:C 10 Ihe human ~piri t (I 
Con111111:11l' 14: 14). and can there­
fore prO\ ldc a legitimate mcans of 
fd loll~hlp bct\\ccn thc reckcllled 
and the Rcdeelllcr. There i<; no 
nece:.:.II) for the Hudlect to bc 
alway~ actilc in pm)cr. e~pecially 
in privalc devotIon. The yC;1T1111lgS 
of the ~pirit may lIett e\prc;,s 
thcm:.d\c:. illdepenticl11ly. 

Thc real Bapti ... m i, a bubbling 
fonh of lhc Spinl II ithin: you arc 
so bllr~ting \1 ith JOy your ordillliry 
languagc Canl101 c\prcs~ the reel­
ing II ithin. I l .... cd all the cngli;,h I 
could mu~ter.thc full extent of my 
\ocabulal"), and I had more praise 
in1l1Y hean and more lIorship for 
Jesus than I cou ld uller. I gOI 
again~l a brick wal!. as it IIcrc, 

ilnd I hadn't an~ lIorc! ... IO "pcak 10 
111m il ... I had u~ed up ;lllmHlc; ,0 

He gal c me 1/1, and I ... pokc 111 

lOngue, a, the Spmt g,l\e mc 
Ul1Cr;1l1CC. I .. a) to thc entle ... oflh .... 
\lmcmcnL thcre I.., a re;l!. and 
II hen lIe h;l\e purged (lut the mb­
bl~h the real Ilill shme forth in 
pOll CT. 

In ... tead. Gcc s impl y urged the 
practical use of the ... pirttuab \\ l1h 
\\hlCh bellc\ers \\cre already 
cndo\\ ed. Nol \\ ithout reason did 
PClllceo,>tal historian. Walter J. 
1l0Ik'll\\ cger. call Donald (icc ";) 
Pentecosta l gentleman."' 

During his lime in SI. John·s. Gce 
met lhcn Gcncral Superintcndcnt of the 
PAON. Eugenc Vatcr~ (1898-1984), 
and hIS \\ife, Jennie (1895-1986). The 
Vatcrses dro\c Gee to Ihc si te of Camp 
Emmanucl. the summer camp meeting 
of the PAON, thcn ··~itualcd in a lo\cl y 

spot by woodland and ~ca." Long 
Pond. 

Speakin g with Vat ers. Gee 
g leaned suffic ient information to com­
ment on the PAON for hi s \\orl dwi dl! 
constitlleney through thc pages of 
Pl'l/tecost magat.:inc. l ie found thc 
denomination ";,till contin uing a:; a 
separate ent ity rrom Ihe Pentecostal 
Assembl ies of Ca nada (PAOC). 
al though working in elose fellowship:· 
AI the time, th c PAON was comprised 
of approximate ly 80 assemblies. 

happil y free from an) dil i..,ion$. 
The peoplc are \CI") like the Briti..,h 
and any British Penteco;,tal preach­
er \Iould feel instanlly at h01l1e 
a1l10ng them. The only distinc\l\c 
reature of the meeting;, I\a~ the 
large place gilen in the early part of 
cvery mecting to t cstilllol1i c~. This 
SCCI11~ a feature 1\ hich Ihc 
NCII foundlander;, eheri~h Icry 
greatly. 

Gee \\as in ronncd of miss iona I)' activ­
ity in Labrador, and ··had an intercsting 
con\crsa tio n \\ ith one of their mission­
anes" perhaps Will iam G ille tt (1906-
77 ) "concerning thc diffi culties of 
work ill thai inhospitable cl imate." 



Whirh\ ind Trip in 
C anada lind lilt, U.S. 

FOllo\\ ing his all-too-:,hon 
Ne\\ found land \ isit. Gee left the island 
at 3 a.lll. on September 25. and ne\\ to 
mainland Canada. \\here he spent 9 
packed days with the PAOC (at 
Montreal. Toronto. Il amiltOI1. 
Kitchcne r. London. Chatham and 
Windsor). ··Impressions frolll such a 
hasty \ isit:' he admitted in retrospect. 
··are ob\ iously sketchy and of little 
weight. I felt thc SOlidity o f the work 
and esteemcd th e sp iritual calibre of 
the leaders al headquarters." Three fea­
ture s of mainland Pen tecos talism 
struck him: church-buil din g. capable 
young pastors with aggressive vision . 
and an cvangelistic em phasis. 

I [is Canadian trip ended. Gee 
crossed by tunn cl into the States al 
Delro il. Michigan. where he caug ht his 
planc 10 Los Angeles. the original des­
tination of hi s North Ameri ca n \ · i~i t. 

Again hi s biographer commentcd that 
Gee ·· was almost th e first Pentecostal 
Preacher to fulfill a worldwide leach­
IIIg lll!n!Sll y Canada and New­
foundland in particular had been 
granted a short but ri ch tcaching excur-

~ion from one of Penteco~tall:-'Ill's best-
lo\ed sta tesmen Donald Gee. .. 

~ 
Ackno\\ lc-d!,!l' Ill C-Jlt s and Sources 

I gra tefully ackno\\ ledge resea rch 
assistance from my fa lher. Eric R. 
Janes: William K. Kay: Bas il D. 
Varnum: and the late A. Stanley 
J311rsey. Permission has been granted to 
use quotat ions from John Carter's 
Don(lld Gee PelllecO,\/a1 S/(IleSII1(111 

(Nollingham: Assemblies of God 
Pu bli shing HOllse. 1975). Jean Gee 
(nee Coombe) graciolls]) gran ted pcr­
mission to use quotations from hcr latc 
husband's Pelllecosl maga7!nc 
(Deccmber 1951. No. 18. p. 10). 
Quolations from t\\'o of Gee's books 
arc taken from COllcerning Spirilllal 
Gi/is: II Series or Bih/e Sludies 
(Springfield. MO: Gospel Publi shing 
Il ouse. re\i~ed 1972) and SOli' Tltal 
I()/I',,(- 8eell Bapli:ed III Tlte Spiril ... 
(Springfield. MO: Gospel Pu blishing 
I louse . 1978). The DiclioJ/(//T of' 
PelllecO.\I(l1 alld Clwri~m(/Iic 

MOW'meIlIS . cds .. Stanley M. Burge:,s. 
Gary 13 . McGee and Pal rick I L 
Alexander (Grand Rapids. t-,I I: 
Zondenan Publi shing I louse. 1988) 

and Waltcr J. l1 011cll\\egcr·., rhe 
P(,II/('CQ\/a/s (\ Ilnneapolls. \ I 1\; 
Augsburg Publl:-.lul1g Il ou.,e. 1972) arc 
lndl~pcnsablc research toob. 

Ilurtnll K. J a ll('S '(' nt' ~ a ~ An: hi , ilt "it h 
th(· I' (' nt ('tustal \s, r m hl i(" of 
\('\\fOlll1lllalld :lI1d 1lI :II!lI !!ing rdito r of 
Coml ·l i·(IiIlJ.:" A gra du:lt l' nf Ea~l('rn 

1·l' lIt (·l'ostal IJihl (' Coliq!r (no\\ \laltl'l" " 
C llllrgr and Sl' lIIillar.\ ). I'l'l{'rboroug h. 
O nlar;o. h(' h as a B.A. ( lh ' li gio ll' 
SllIdi{'s) :tlHI 'LA , ( lii stur~ ) fro III 
\I r lll ll ri:ll U l1 h{'rs il~ nf \l'\\folilldl:llld . 
II {' is th{' ;lIlIhllr of H'\l' ral book, . 
including tht' 2-Hllum (" hiograph .\ III' 
Al il'(" U. Garri~lI ~ a nd Ih(' lIi.\Iory o/Ihl' 
Pel/lC'em 1111 II .1.ll' ''' hi iI" 0/, \,(' '' fiJl/mlla /I r1. 

From Our Readers 

Transferri ng \Vire 
Recordin gs 10 Tape 

We can't begin 10 thank yo u 
enough for all the time. patience. and 
work it took to retrievc those keepsake 
[wIre) recordings from that tricky 
Wireway. What a gift! We apprec iatc 
you r kindncss immcnsely. Wc would 
nOI hm e known tbey existcd without 
your expcrtisc. 

Paul and MYl11c lIild 
Springfield. Missouri 

£mllgelisl Paul Ihld \I'as knolrJ/ as 
··Cowbo.\· SlIIiley ' in his 1r(Il'elillg 

days. He alld !tis Il"{fi' are 1I0ll" reI ired. 
The recordings abm'e lI"ere lIIade illlhe 
J950s" The Flower Penlecostal 
Ileriwge Celller kepI a CO!'.l· of Ihe 

recorded sen "ice' If)r Ihe oral hislOIY 
col/eoioll. Readers hm'illg lIIillislI:r 
recordillgs 011 wire (fI"(! asked 10 COll/Ocl 
Ihe Celllel: Fix (J SIOIy 011 Ihe lIilt"" 
see "There ~\" No Place Like lIollle."· ill 

fhe spring 2000 issue. 

T hanks to .JoyCl.' Lee 
Wow! I rccei ved the mat erials 

ordered last week on Ihe int erne\. 
What a grcat se rvice! And alTordablc. 
too! Just a notc to say Ihanks. Pass 
along my apprccialion to thc s tan·. 

Ed Rybarcl'y k 
Adjunct. Vanguard Uni v. 

Enjoys I-Icrilagc Bul Finds Erro,· 
I enjoy' leritage very much as my 

husband [Dale I [a stic] was an A G 

minister until he passed a\\ay in 1989. 
[n the :,pring 2001 is:'lle. pag\.! 29. 

you published a photo ofCenlral13iblc 
institute :.tudents in the I 930s. [I is 
Oa k [laSlie . not Dm id I [a ~tk (they 
\\erc eOllsins). Dale and I got 
acquainted at CUI and \\ere married in 
1938, I \\as Laurinc Foge lman al th e 
limc. Alier Dale passed <may. I mar­
ried Quentin Prosser. 

Laurine Prosser 
Seal Bcach. Ca lifornia 

Appn' cialrs l11 c Pio nc(' rs 
Ilerilage is one of my favorites. 

ca n dOl every '"j"' and cross cvc ry ··C· as 
far as the Assemblies of God doctrine 
is conce rned. but the Heritage maga­
/ine tells about the o ld-t ime rs and how 
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Ihe mo\cmcm was rormed. 1 especial­
ly appreci[llc Ihc r;:u he rs or thc 
Asscmb lies or God, They had a vcry 
special touch orCiod on Iheir li\cs, and 
[ W,1I11 10 carry on Ihci r Iradi tion as best 
1 can. 

I ha\'c becn thinking from time to 
time that [ probably should send to the 
archi\cs my books that ]" \e \\ rillcn. 
Wou ld you be interestcd? [Vcs, we are 
interested.] Thank you ror offcring to 
ta ke me on a tour [Flowcr Pentecostal 
Il crilagc Center]. 

Ka rl Strade r. Pastor 
Carpentcr's Il ornc Chu rch 
Lakcland. I-lorida 

Feat u res in lI er it aJ.:c 
Tha nk you [Glenn GohrJ for thc 

grea t job you d id on our "lifc" story in 
lIeri/age. ALL of our fami lics '\--ere 
vc ry plcased \\ it h it (and Iha t's saying 
a lot becausc they're all pretty good 
wri ters). We'\c had good reports from 
fricnds. also. You did a [ot of hard 
\\ork digging out Ihc facts rrom \ari­
ous fi[ cs and pcoplc. That rcall y gOI 
Ihc ba [1 roll ing. Thank you from our 
hea rts. Vou also probably inspired thc 
family to hcl p write our book. Out 
that 's anothe r projcct. 

God blcss you for a ll your hard 
work! 

Violet and Paul Pipk in 
Fresno. Ca lifornia 

Whcn I saw this issuc o r I fer itage 
[w intcr 2001 -02]. I knew my sister. 
Ruth Lcmley, would rea ll y enjoy it. 
Shc is 86 and worked for Bro. J. 
Roswe ll Fl owc r back in those days . 
I' m just a kid or 77 bUI remember Bro. 
Vog lcr: Bcrt Webb. of Ccmral 
Assembl y: Wcs lcy I lurst (Dcwcy mar­
ried my cousi n): Pau l Bruton was likc 
onc of th c fa mil y: and Dash [J. 
Bashfo rd] Oi shop used to visit in our 
homc when I was kid . I had two older 
sisters. Ruth and G ladys. who we re 
fri ends o f his. Thanks for the memo­
n es. I hope to visit with you in June . 

Bill Taylor 
C learwatcr. Florida 

See Bill T(/ylo/' \ '\(()I:\' "A m!Ja\'wldor 

Ir ill /lle/all-II/llle/' 1999-20()() issue. 
Ill' 11'(1.\ ffle 1'(1(//0 opem/or 011 ffle 
Alllhas\(/(IOI' II missioll(llY plalle dllr­
IIIg i/s /949-51 w/'I'ice. 

saw a copy of thc \\ inte r 
IIerifage th is morning. and [ am 
pleased \\lIh thc prominence you gayc 
my article on Marcus Grablc {"i\.Jr. 
Sunday School"). It was such a good 
idea to include the information on thc 
Lighthouse Plan [cover photo and 
Pelllecosw/ El'(lIIgel reprint or Jan. 31. 
1942. articlc]. That was the start or it 
all. 

Thanb. 
Sylvia Lee 
Springfield. tv! issou ri 

\ Vondcr'fu l i\ lcmorics 
Dear Fricnds: 
The recent issues of " Ileritagc" 

ha\c been so exciti ng to mc for thcy 
have bro ught back many wondcrrul 
mc morics. 

Il art Armstrong (fa ll 200 1) waS a 
classmate whe n we attended Ai mee 
Semp lc Me Pherson's Bible schoo l and 
co nse rvato ry or music in Los Angc lcs 
in 1928- 1930. 

Whi lc work ing in the ge ne ral 
o ffi ce of the Gospe l Publi shing I [ouse 
in the 1930s. I o ften he lped Marcus 
G ra ble (winter 200 1-02) in the Sunday 
School Dcpartmcnt and was ab lc 10 
introduce the usc of a compto tllctcr in 
fi guring thc book sto re invent o ry 
which saved many hours of labor. 

The story o r Edith Mac 
Pennington (spring 2002) brought to 
my memory a tcm reviva l she held j ust 
off th c squarc, be hind "I lee rs" in 
Springfield . It was my joy to play the 
piano every ni ght ror seven weeks. 
then because o r the weather the mcet­
ing was transferred to thc church on 
Campbell and Calhoun Street. It was 
there thaI Mrs. Pennin gton encouraged 
me to see k the Hol y Spirit and the Lord 
filled me on Scptember 25 . 1934 

During thc tcnt revival, my fricnd. 
Gene S. Hogan . a studen t at Central 
Bible Co ll ege. was work ing at a fi lling 

.,tatlon. On a Saturday night. hc was 
held up. robbed. kidnapped and \\'as in 
two car \\ recks the same 111ghl. God 
graciously sparcd his life rro111 these 
ex-com icts and \\c \\cre marricd in 
1937. bcginning 52 ycars of minist lY 
Gcne pastored. \\as director or Vouth 
ror Christ. and tra\eled eight yea rs for 
bangel Collegc and C I3C in public 
relations. In 1969. he \\as elected 
assistant superin tcndent of the 
Michigan Districl. sen ing clcvcn YC;l rs 
before retirement. 

It is in tercsting how God orches­
trates our li\cs. My fathcr. Dr. C. A. 
Tucker (at this time he was the cxam­
ining physician for fut ure A G mis­
sionarics) rebuilt ou r homc. which had 
becn destroyed by firc in 1924. int o a 
duplex. Our first tenants wcre Stanl ey 
Frodsham and his daug ht er. Fa ith . 
Follo\\ ing thcm. thc A. G. Ward ramil y 
moved in. ( ll ow than kful I was fo r the 
he lp C. M. Ward ga\e me wi th my 
French Icssons. ) 

Thc R. M. Riggs family we re th e 
nex t occupant s. and it was through 
Brother Ri ggs that ou r fa mil y was 
brought into Pentecost. God is good!! ! 

Kecp the "I Icritagc" aglow. 
In Ilis sc rvice . 
Vivian (I logan ) V,m Stee 
Grand Rapids. Mi chigan 

CORR ECT ION: 

Whcn an editor makcs a mi stakc 
with somcone 's age. a correction is 
needed especially if it makes a 
person older than they really arc . 
In the summer issue. page 37. we 
rail a photo o r 9-year-old "Littlc 
David" Walker. Hc was 9 at the 
timc. but the date of the photo 
should have been 1944. not 1934. 
I r Her itage makes a mi stake again 
with hi s agc. wc hope it wil l make 
him 10 years younge r! 



Flora Massey: 1896- 2002 

A Legacy of 
Prayer, Tenacity 

and Faith 

By Kt'lTy Wood 

She came 10 Texas in a cO\crcd 
wagon Just beror\! the turn of the 20'h 
CCnlury. Born prematurely. \\ cighing 
! pound. 6 Ollncc~. chances of sun i\al 
in 1896 WCfe all but non-existent. The 
doctor pinned a handkerchief Inside a 
shoebox for a makeshift cradic. nOI 

expecting Ihe tiny baby to sun ivc the 
night. 

The haby SlIn'iVl'd th e ni ght. 
Then she su rvived a rough childhood 
ofpo\cny and learned far 100 SOOlllhc 

respon si bilities of famil y. doing a 
grown woman's work on behalf of a 
sick ly mOlher. She was onl y 1\\ cI\'c. 
I ler ]lame was Flora Massey. I ler fam­
ily remembers thai she never smi led 
until one night. during her \een yea rs. 
she heard about Jesus' love and power 
in a brush arbor meeting. She accept­
ed llim both as Savior and baptizer in 
the l lo ly Spirit she smi led the rest of 
her life. 

She became a sc hool h .' ilChl' r. 

and then married an o il field worker 
named Willie. who felt blessed to hme 
a Job in the Depress io n making S I 
pcr day. Willi e would follow the 
drilling jobs. and wherever they land­
ed . Flora would set up a brush arbor in 
the nearest lawn and start holding 
meetings. She and other ladies would 
sing and testify. get people saved . then 
pray till a pastor would come to 10wl1 
to she ph erd the new lil1le nock. 
Though she never held credent ials. she 
was a church planter. Her first church. 
FirSI Assembly of Arp. Texas. is still 
thri vi ng. She has helped to pioneer 
four chu rches in her life. including one 

Testimony Time 

with her grandson. \ 'li chael. \\ hi Ie in 
her 80s in Le\elland. TeMs. 

She beca me a po\\er ful int e rces­
so r ne\er II"a\eling oUbicle of fOllr 
states in her li fetime. but circurmcnl­
ing the globe ag(lin and again through 
prayer. Willie \\'asn't sa\ cd. and Fl ora 

learned to fast and pra) for her hu:-o­
band's sahation. and the kids' :.afety. 
and the nc\\ C011\ert:.. \\'ell-me<lning 
friends told her to leave her drin]..;ing 
husband. but she belie\ed her praying 
\\ould make the difference. [I did. 
When Willie \\as laic into his !")C\'en­
tics. his lungs filled \\ ith emphysema 
and his It\ er destroyed by alcohol. he 
g:l\e his heart to Jesus and spent the 
last 5 years of his life going to church 
\\ilh his prayer·\\ arrior \\ ifi::. 

Flora laid her husband to re:-.1. bUl 
lived on. S Ill' taught piano lessons 
\\'ilh the Bi ble in her lap and a Crochel­
ing project in her hands. She fed p<lS­
lors and evangelists. hobos and friends. 
llcr hOI rolls became nllllOUS. and her 
chocolate pies were totally delicious. 
She wrote le1\er5 packed Wilh scrip­
tures. prayers and encour<lgemenl 
four o r fi\e each day 10 friends. rela­
ti\es. and mi ssionaries. In her later 
years this was her ministry and re<lson 
for living. She Ji\ed on Ih e mini­
lllum oalmeal in the mornings and 
beans ;mel cornbread when there was 
no company. She did it so she could 
support missionaries and ministries 
S5 here and S I 0 there. out of her soc ial 
security checks. 

S he be lie ve d in the healin g 
pOWl'!" of Jesus she had experienced 
il. When sickness or injury would 
come she would shut hersel f in, fasting 
and praying and quoting the 
Script ures. until healing would come. 
She never went 10 a doctor or hospilal 
until she was 99 yea rs of age. and 
wouldn't have gone then wi thoul the 
persuasion of her pasl0r's wife. The 
broken hip began 10 slow her down. but 
did not daunt her prayer. le1\er writing, 

rlura \Ia ~~l'.\, (" hll l"{: h p l anh ' l" 

and illl('I"('('\\OI", 

and encouragement. 
Al her IOO!h birthday. "he latd 

hands on 75 kids. grandk icb. and great 
grandl-. ids blessing lhem and proph­
c~ying o\er most. She kept \\ riting tet­
ter:-. and praying. in the Spirit most of 
the time. /\nd ju:.t 3 months ~hy or her 
106!h bil1hday. my grandmother. Flora. 
\\ent to be \\ ith the Jc~llS ~he 100ed :;0 

much. I ler memorial sen icc \\as glo­
riOUS her memories \ ieloriOlls. 

She left a leg;ICY 10 fi\c genera­
tions. 

• Flora TO!) lor ~ lu'>scy \1:1-, born ~ 1>1) 13. 
1896 in Searcy Coumy. ,\rbnsas. and 
pu:-osed <I\\ayon February 11.2002;11 
Duncal1\ille. Te.\<lS. She married Wililalll 
Fo"wr He died in 1984 after 59 

of 

Kl'rry \\'nnd is Se lli nI' I'astor of 
Cahal"~' Church al T he 
Founlains A/G. Stafford. Texas. 
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Time Frame 

World War II Era Missionary Letters 
Reveal Danger, Courage, and Urgency 

R(,(~l' nll ~ Rulhi r S mit h. Alhu(IIIl' rqUI'. '\('II \ Il' \ieu. ~Ind \\i(i(J\\ of ordained rnini Slcr 
Vil'lor Smi t h. \\/"11 1(' IH Ihe edilor an d c l1c1()~cd 1\'(1 I cttc r ~ from Ihe lale \'nel Pl'rkin. \\ lIil(' 
'!e nin)! a ~ th e wcn'I:lr~ fur the Foreign \Ii ... :-.ju ll s I) t'part rnclIl (no\\ ASSl' mhlil'S of God 
\\'ol"ld \li 'l\ II1I1S). !'t'rki n IHOI(' Ihest' 1\\0 form ICllcrs onl~ months befon' and ancr \\orld 
War II. 

In the ,\prjl 19-1 1 lelll' I', fu unh pat'agnrph . Perkin m en!iullS a ship \\ilh mi ss iollaries 
ahoard \\hich 1\:1\ "unning \\il ll no liJ..thh (h('cau\e Offhl' Gc rrnan ships and suhm:lrin rs in 
Ih e a rea). Thi .. i .. pnJhahl,1 t he ZUIII:UIII. Ilhieh included A/G Illi s .. jollar~ co uples. th e Paul 
1)(-/" ..... and till' Claude Kcck\, II I]() Ile r e 0 11 th ei r lIlly toTall~an~ika (nu I\ Tan J:ania ) in Easl 
Afrita, A C HllIan raider ~ hip itank Ih e Z(lm :flm on April 17, 19"'1. hUI rescued all of Ihc 
pas.\elll!('f'\ ( ... cc f;11I 19M7 and sprill l! 2001 lIeriruge fu r fell HlI'('S), 

An inlt'I'e\li ng linc frolll Perkin 's \ 'olClllber 19"'5 leller is ill tlu' firSI paragraph: 
"Chiml, the III n~ 1 nunH' I'OUS in popul:llioll of all 1I:1lillllS. shuuld h:llc 2011 mi ss iunaries:' 
Unftlrtunat e l ~, lUi ~ ... iunarie .. lIere urdered out uf Ihe {'ountr,1 '" ,Ie:trs lat er.- IVu)'II(' IVl/nwr 

Moving Forward 
in Faith 
April 1941 

Bc loved Coworker: 
We arc \ery grateful fo r you r kind 

coo pe rat ion and the offering yO ll 
enclosed. We shall be happy to use th e 
money In accordance with yo ur 
instruct ions, 

YOllr he lp and inlcresl in the great 
mi ss ionalY movement ;11 this critical 
time is 11 real enco uragement to us as 
well as to Ihe missionaries whom yOll 
arc ass isting, 

We arc obl iged to move forward 
wi lh a co nsiderable degree of f;lith as 
10 look at the thin gs secn mi ght Icnd to 
di scourage and makc us hold back but 

----............ , • i , , ; . .. .. ~ . 
~ ~ ... ' " " "" ;, .. , 

as we look away lItllO I li lll who is Ihe Nud Perki n se n 'cd as dirCflor of Assc lllhli('s of Cod Wu rld J\l issions fro m 1927-59, 
Lord of thc harvest and Ca ptain of our 
sa lva tio n we secm to hear but onc com­
mand "Go yc to every creature 
Last month we bid farewell to five new 
missionaries sai ling on Ihe high seas 
for darkest Africa . and thi s mo nlh oth­
ers arc scheduled 10 Icave . some for 
Ind ia , some for the Philippines and 
possibly still olhers will embark for 

28 ,V(; IIER ITAGE, SUII1I11H 2002 

Africa, 
Our heans were thrilled by the 

courage and devotion of these so ldi ers 
of the cross as one part y wrote of one 
hundred for1Y mi ssionari es being on 
their boat in spite of the fact that it runs 
the danger of being allacked, AI night 
no lights must be shown but almosl in 

silence the ship s lips through the dark­
ness yet around it we believe there is 
an angelic convoy escorti ng Chri st's 
ambassadors to their places of God's 
appointment. Many oflhese missionar­
ies have lillie or no suppon pledged 
beyond what we can su ppl y from our 
undcsignat ed funds so we shall 



appr~ciat~ your prayers and continued 
coopcration that the work of th~ Lord 
may !'itill go forward and the kingdom 
of Christ be hasten~d. 

Thanking you again for your 
much appreciated help, I am 

Yours in IIi:. lo\e and fcllo\\!'ihip 

Noel Perkin 
Missionary S~crctary 

C hina Needs 200 
M iss ionar ies 

NO\'c rnbcr 19-15 

Dear Friend: 
We arc grateful for you r good 

offering which \\ ill b~ used according 
to your instructions. The nced for 
financial help is becoming increasingly 
urg~nt as the opportuni ties we had 

Pall l and EH'lyn I)err (bcl o\\) and thei r 
daught l'r Ruth and hl'r hushand Cla ud e 
Kel'k (ri ght ) \\ ere aboard the Zarll l :illl 
Ihat a Ger man raider ship sank in th e 
SOlllh Atlllnti e.ApriI1 7.1 9-11. All til' 
the p;lSSl' ngcl'S and erl'\\ \\l' re rescued. 

fon:sl:en OCl:llrnng afkr the \\ar arIC 
nm\ bcfor~ t1'" but \\ c arIC not gcan:d to 
meet the "lIuatioll II'. \Ie "houle! be . 
China. the 1l)O"t nUllll'rou., III popula­
tion of all nation". ~hould hale 200 
rnis!'iionariL:" to gi\IC that COllllll) Sllnl­
lar repre:.cntation to \\ hat has bccn 
granted w Afi'ica and Latin America. It 
\\ould mean that e\ery 1l11.!mbl.!r of the 
Assemblic!'i of God \\ould ha\c to gl\e 
tl.!ll cellt:- l11orl.! pcr \\ I.!ek for fon.-'Ign 
missions in order Ihat Ihi:. added nurn­
bICr of l11is!'iionarie:. could be !'iuppol1l.!d. 
After aiL thai \\ould nOI be much if 
cn:ryone did his parI. 

A cOIl!'iiderable numbl.!r of rnis­
:.ionaric!'i ha\l~ len this last Illonth tor 
Alhell. India, and China, including our 
Field Secretary far Africa lind his \\ ifc. 
Mr. and Mr", I L 13. Garlock. 

This is the monlh \\ hcn \\ c scck to 
enlist the cooperation of Ollr conlribu­
tor" in scnding in a special one ring lor 

our \1I!'isionalY Christmas Fund, Thl" 
monIC) is u!'icd fir"t to gi\ c an extra 
olTl.!ring to our mi.,,,ionaries ami their 
fanulre:-, and then If fllmb arl.! ~l\all­

able, \\e sl.!nd sOlllelhrng additional for 
the nall\ e II1m"'ll.!r" \\ ho arl.! \IOrkLng 
\\ rth I", 111 thl.! diflcrelll countnl.!:-,. 

\ Ian) of u" hal e had th~ JOy of 
"I.!Clllg our ,>on~ retum from Ihe \\ar 
\\ hik olhl:r hOllle:-, ha\ I.! been "addICllcd 
by \acaneles Ihat \\ III !le\ICr be filled, It 
\\ould seIC!11 Ihat a ">peclal than~ olrer· 
Lng 10 Ihc I.ord \\ould be In order for 
Illany of u~, and If thl" could be lk"lg­
lIated for Ihe \I!ssionary Chn~lma:. 

Fund. it lIould bring gladne!'i"> to the 
hearts or "Olne or our Soldll.!rs of the 
era:.:.. 

With bIC:.1 \\ I~he:-. 
Sincl.!rdy yours. 

NOl.!I Perkin 
\ lis:-ional,) Sccretary 

II. B, and Rulh Ga rluck 11(,1'1.' 

I\\u missionari l's II Ito I'l'I urncd 
10 mi ss ion fie lds shurtl.\ aft l' r 
\\ orl d \\ al' II (' nd (' lI , Ga rloc k 
\\ as th l' fidd Sl'cn' t ar~ for 
Afri l'a at the lim t'. 
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Photos Fro m Our Past 

Making Melody for the King 

Myl'1' Pearlma n p l a~i n g a st ringed inSlrUlIl l'n l at Cent ral 
Hiole In stit ute in t h t:' 1920s. 

3 0 ,\ /G II ERI rAG L S UllIllI l'r 2002 

TOIl1Il1~ Al1 d c r ~ ()II. ~(' al('d. is a rt'lircd pa stor 
Jhing in Yic toni llc. California. Hcforc 
hf'coming a pa stur. ht' pla~('d th e piano for 
gos pd g l'Oups. including thh 1947 Oklahuma 
Stamps Lcg iollaircs QII:rrli.'t. StandinJ,! from 
th e len arc U ' \urn I)r~ dc n. \ 10111e 

'lulllgoll1cr~. Ted Il r l"rOIl . and C I~ d c Cain. 
I)r~dcJ1 is al.'>o a n ' /ircd Asse mh lies nfGnd 
mini Sh,' r and Ih ('s ill Oklahoma Cit ~. T he 
ot her three arc <h.-nll scd. i\lIdcrS()1l lIas a 
rnclIIl)t'r ufOra] Hol)(' rl s' originai li cal ing 
"aters ~ in!!c rs. li e latcr lIa s pianist for the 
A. A. Allen sal,:rlioTl-Ill'a ling mel'tin!!". 

':vlw gi.'l isl J . Il.o l)('rt As huo fl , fa th cr of .Jo hn . 
t he U. S. Allo r lll'Y Gl' ll era l. g rew lip ill an eva n­
gel ist's hOllle. li e b('ea lll e a n e"a n~el i s l himself 
:l nd paslo rcd e hu rcill'S before bl'eo min g iI \\ell­
k llo" n edu cator. 



Camp Meetings 
MAINTAINING A PENTECOSTAL TRADITION 

SUllImer mcans camp meetings, and this page features graphic reminders 
of ear lier I1cl"iods from around Ihe (·ollnl r~ . Readers" ilh a Ill('mor~ or 
1\\0 OfS lIllll11 l'r clImp meetings lIrc invit ed to share thclll \\jlll the edi tor. 

Some memories "jllno doubt take 011 a humorous lone. Ot hers can 

spl'ak of"roughing" it in the ea rl y days. Still others ca n gi\ c til" inspira' 
tiollal side ,dl h it fil vo rilc eva ngeli s t or Bible Icacher. 

ni !!ht : The <l lI cslinll Otl th is labl'rnadc photo 
is \\ hcl ht'r or nul it is Lake Ge ne,a in 
~ lillll eso la . Rea dcrs ,11m 1.' ;111 cu nlirm tlH' 
loca tion or suggest a not her. an' askl'd to 
" rit e In t he cd itor. Courtesy of Eric For.I;.:rell 

Sc min ull' Oi,trier camp nll'c l ing in Ol-.lahulII:I. 
Jul~ 19.16. FrorH. I-I': \\ . B. \kCafr('J"I~ .. J:IIIll" 
lI uhdl. Gu~ Shid(h. Ikrl Dodd. an d E:rrl F. 
0;1\ b. SI:wdin g.l-r: ('al h:rri l1 (' 'Il'Ca ffl'rt .\. 
\I rs. lIu hcll. Ella Onllt!. and .h·~'ic L. 0;1\ j\, 

Lt'fI : All ullide nlilkd ca mper is I(mk ing for 
se rvice a t Bt'than~ I'ark '~ fa mous food sta nd . 
the Spot. 011 the righl is a Go lden Sla le iet' 
n 'l'am t ruck. COllrt('~", "fErit· Por.l;':rl'II 
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Archives Activities 

10 lla Ar lll'tnlng: VUS mall:ri· 
;lb. 1949: A (I S.S CUrriculum 
Suncy. I 946·4X. ('urr~ I~_ Blake. 
.Io hll C. L;lk(' \lini ~ ld (''i: ca"",ettc 
tape ,crll::';: "Killlng S<lcred CO\\':' 
"About My hither', Hu:-.incss:· " John 
(i . Lake's S...:crCI\." and "Th...: Truth 
Abollt the Iiol y SPlnt Ilapt j..,m." H. L. 
Brandt : autohiographlcalnarral1\C on 
ca,sel\e. ('(" l1ra l !Jibl l' C ull cJ,tl' 
Lih ,-ar~ ( it e m, frol1l lIli s~ i()nar~ 

I 'all\~ Blos,om): I.a Sw"a IJihlia 
(pcr,onal Bible): \anOllS cia,s 1101...:s 
ll10stly for cla,>se, ... he taught at 
In,tllt1l0 Blblico RIO de la Plata (mo,t 
In Spanl,h: a le\\ III I ngl1sh): booklets : 
Ihe Gill of lite /loll Spiril by Will1, 
W. Blossom. 191 X; Sowillg & Reapillg 

V. (j. Pl ymirc. I I 930"!1: ca,<,cl1c 
a lbum: Morri, ('('milo JO,/r AIlII/I(lI 

World COlllel"l' llo.!. Rec(!iI 'e till' \lm,,11! 
(:'\!a .... l1\ Illc. Tj\.. Jan 3·7. 200 I) . J)a\ id 
Yu ngg i C hu: periodicals: Clturch 
Cl"OlI'lh. 200 I SUlIlmer. Autumn. 
Winter: DCEM (Dudd ClIO 
El"llIIgeli.Hic I\ fillioll). 200 1 June. Jul y. 
Aug .. Sept.. Ocl.. NO\. Lea tha 
l)"hl:': "c lI : obItuary material-. and 
photo of Dean O,tcrbcrg. Li il Ilosik. 
l' allli <, 1 I' rod ll ct iull s: video: 71le 
.leI II' HrperiC'lI("e. 

!Jenn y Fl' l' l!u )<,o n: \ ideo foo tage 
of ~ I yanm:lr. January 2002. I';wl 
F(" "I"i n : program for thc pre~idential 
Inauguration of O\\cn Carr. Valley 
I"orge C hri:.tian College. 1979: home· 
coming brochure, Central A:':,clllbly. 
Wichita. KS. 1957: 50'h anni\ersary 
booklet. Kan ::;a:-. Di:.-.tric t Council. 
1968; arlicle 011 Fir:.t As:.cmbly. 
~kmphi:.-.. TN (Oeci,ioll. ~ I ar. 1972). 
8-9. 14. Ccrard FlnkSlr:!: large col· 
lection of ca:-.scllc tapes of Re\ 'imllillle 
programs at local churches. Denny 
Duron. Tholl1a~ Zimmerman. Paul 
Lo\\cnbcrg. Charlc:. Crabtree. Gene 
Jackson. Ernc:--t Mocn. and se\cral 
other :.peakcrs: recl·to·rccl tapes of 
Mcrlin Carothers, Willard Callt...:lon. 
Gene Scott. Da\ id Wilkerson, and oth· 
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er<,. Eric Fu r<,/.:rc n: rolled photo· 
gmphs: confcrence at Lake (it:n...:\(\ 
Camp. 1933. conference at Lake 
Genc\'a Camp. 1930<,: di .. tnct camp 
meetlllg at Camp Byron. \\·i'COlh1Tl. 
Aug. 13. 1939. Glenll Guhr: book: 
The \/illil/e/"\ Good \'('11\ Filing 
Snlelll O\\cn Wilkie. Donald 
Cro\C'i : l./Olh f1/IIi1 'erS(IIT Finl 
Auembl\" 01 God. 1.\"lIllllllnl {Oil}. 
J lJ 11·]()OI: IliHon' of LYIJ(!hlln/. Finl 
"hWlllh/.I· o{ God by Chester Pl1111lps 
(mantlscript): The Pell/(!Cosla/ /?eporl. 
June 1915: photographs of Charle .. and 
I· lorence Per<,onells. Robet1 Cou .. at1. 
\\"atson Arguc. and others: The Chilla 
Pel/iel Flmh/Jghf. No\. 1938: miscella­
neou~ itcm, rclating to First A<,scillbly 
of God. Lyndhurst. Ohio. ,\ladt'lain(' 
( Be rg in ) Crtl \'('S: photograph of 
CClllml Blbl...: In:-.tilute cla~') of 1936. 

;\ I ar~ lI a ll1b~: photograph~ of 
Jlmmic SIlO\\. Richard Dortch. and 
Jamie :Ind Tammy Sue Bakker. Tudd 
lIa,'d"r : rolled photograph of l11is· 
sionaric:) at 1947 General Council. 
Arde ll ;t nd Jo~ ce Hal"lns: photo­
graphs of William Rufus Cooper and 
1;\1ni ly: :.ongbooks: "There Is No 
Depression in Ileaven" Esther 1'vlae 
Cooper: I;(/I'orile SOllgs SlIlIg hy Rm.' 
II. Millkler: .Jllhilee Chortls book of 
Full Gospel Assembly. Wilmington. 
Califomia: re\j\al nyers of Robert L. 
Parham and Li ttl e Da \ id Walker: 
rccord albums of AI and Sybil 
Rogsdale. Albert Brumley. Ih e Chuck 
Wagon Gang. Charlie and Mary 
Renfrow. Jack ie and Arlen Vaden. 
Donald Skclton. Jack Coc. and 
Crilerion Ma le Quartette. Hob 
Ila"re ll : cas<,ette: Memorial :--enice 
of Sa rah Louise Il arreli. Sept. 27, 
2001. Jim II lllTell : photographs of 
thc Gospel Publishing lI ollse and hi~ 

father. J. Oti:. Il arreli. 1-1 . C. lI artj(' lIs: 
\ ideo: Raised FfVlII The Dead. Elsic 
ISl' nsee 1·liII (from he" laIc hu sband. 
.1. W. l'IiII ): books: Reslorafioll or 
Origillal SaclHI NOllie Bible (no dat e. 

author. or publisher): Ule III Thl! SOli. 
.·1 S'lIIdr of IIIl' /)o("/ril/{' 01 
Pe,..,el ·enlll{·e Robet1 Shank. 1960: 
The Allali-liml Greek Leximll Il arper 
& Brother<, publisher<, 1\e\\ York. and 
SamU1!1 Bag<,ter and Son,>. Limited. 
London. no dale. yca rbooks: The Cup 
[Central IJlble Insti tute). 1945. 1946. 
1947. 1948. 1949. 1950: Resume 
[Springfield IlIgh School]. 1924. 1935: 
The O=arko lSpringfield High School]. 
1925.1927. Nerimllillle and SermollS 
ill 5;ollg rccord aibulll~; photograph of 
CClltral Bible Institute class of 1946. 
Kathr~ II lI iH' llhaugh : photograph of 
Lillian Trashcr at the Wichita. Kansa~ 
airp0l1. Ro n Hoove r : photographs of 
Doroth y Morri s and other:.-.. Hurloll K. 
Jan cs: cassettes: The Cod That 
De/iI'en (3 tapes) Jimmy S\\'aggart: 
I/illellllilllil Compllier ('1'(/111 Daniel 
Ryd:.tedt: The Poisol/ ora lJiller Spiril 
& 1I'01lld Jesus COllsider )'fJl/r Life a 
" "'ISle? Redvahime Ministries: From 
This Da)' FfJl"ll"ard (programs for Oct. 
21-22 & 28·29. 2001). 

[l lII e" & Alice Kirsch : cassette 
tapes of Dan Dever. Ri chard Dobbins. 
E,ereH Stenhollse. Del Tarr. Phi lip 
Wannenmacher. an d many others. 
Stanford L Linzl' Y: video of Verna 
M. Lill/cy receiving doctor of divinity 
degree. J oe ,\Iarlin : la rge collection 
of recl·lO·recl tapes of IJan ie 
Ilammon<l preaching and some of John 
Wright Fo llette and D,n id cil! Plessis . 
Larr~'I'l lI "lill : posters. miscellaneous 
itcms. and assorted copies of The 
/?ellll/(//I/, The Broll'IIsl'ille /?eporl.IPJI 
Adl"Ocafe. FOllrsqllal"l' World Adl"{lIIce. 
Agol"ll. The EI"(/ilgelisi. l oice. and 
Paradele. Louis F. l\10rl!1I 11 : Chllrch 
of God El"(lIIgel. April 2002. DOli 
Ile l('l"son : casselles of his father. 
Bartlett Peterson. preaching. !Jo b 
Reed: ca~seuc of2 " Unshackle!" pro· 
grams. TOIllIIIY I~ (' id : \ ideos: The 
Tahemacle '.~' 651h Allnil·erstlly. The 
Tabemacfe Preseilis Ihe BeSI (if Ihe 
/?il·er. 771(! Tahel"l/ade Presenls Ihe 



Be,'1 IlIlel"l'ielll. l/el'Oes 01 Ille F(lilh. 

Da ffin Rod~(, f .'l: perimbcab: Bridal 
Call. l·cb. 1919. Apr. 1920: Go!t/ell 

(lmin. Scp\.. Dec. 1927. I"l'b . . \pr., Jly 
Ins. h.-b. 1937; I/emhl of/lope. Spr. 
1950; Ute ill fhe .)I)i,.il . Dec, 1961. 
.Ian. 1\ I ar. I 963; Pellle("o,lwl Gleallel: 
JI) 1937. \Iay . .fly 1935; Redell/plioll 

Tidillgs, ivlar. 30. 1962: other as ... ol1cd 
I lolines:o. and Pentecostal periodicals: 
Rel'elalor (Lillie Church by the Sea. 
1(63): Prophelic \'eln alld I.ll"IIel \ 
Watchman (Ba'-ler. I (59); !lemltl 01 
l/i.l COIlling (1'. Ioore. 19-16-(3); boob: 
60 }(:on of (lod \ Bleslillgs: Comfier 

,·1 1\l!lI/h~I' oj (jod. 1971; Chrollides of 
Rel'iml (Rodney 1[0\\ ard-Brol\ ne. 
Sept.-Oct. 1995). Jo se ph A ROgt' f S: 

Stor) of the beginnings of Oakland 
A G . Fort Walton 13each. FL. 

Va ughn S hoemaker, .II': photo­
graphs and cartoons of his fathcr. 
Vaughn Shocmakcr. Steph e n 5 0\\ e ll : 

bnoJ,,~ (all duplicate,> e,eept \m~ 

Cartmehael): SI/{fdell/l" lrom 1/('1/1'('1/ 

Carl I3rulllback Ldg{'\ ojllil IItll'\ 

Amy Cu"tlllchaeJ: I'illan 01 Jll'lIIeCf)I( 
ClHlrk .... Conn: Th£' P/"{II'('I" Ulc 

\ndrell \llIrra): Ikl/lprillg' 01 "'e 
Pel/{('('()Iwl \lon'lIIell/ D,I\ Id 
\\ 'omack: Sl'\l'ra] Item" b) \Iice 
Rc) Ilokb Floll cr: Bllilding II('r /Iollse 
Wel/, hom L'lId('1' II", Thl'nho/d. The 
!lOll/I" , I /)il'ill!! SallclIUI/Y, God Sen'l" 

Fwgell [Iract]. SUJ:ann l' \\ 'aldt' lIlilr : 

nell '>p"per dipping about her neph~ll. 
Ben I:arle. \\ a ~ Il l' \\ arn eT : photo­
graph of croll d at 193 I (Jenera] 
Council: book!'i and other item!'> from 
th..: libnu) o/" llan Ann!'>trong: boob: 
FOlllld(l{ioll1 0/ PeIllI!C()lllII Theology 

GU) P. Duflield & Nathaniel i\1. \'an 
C1clIlC. I/erilage & !laITes/1 R. 
Bryant \>Iitehcll and Lucille i\1. 
Mitchell. Po\rer.lrolll 011 IJigh John 
Cir..:cnficld. The Rehel Ilart 

T h ere 
... D e pression 

1 5 ... 0 

In Hellven 

"' 

(Sll'IEIt""'" C 

• 

.. ,,' .. 

\nmtrong. If"IlI/l/apP('1/I 10 Silll/en? 
C. \1. \\aHI, WOlldel".1 0/ PI'OI'it/ellce 

J \Iartlll Rohde; songbook\: 
I/e.\(l/It/er's CrHl'd Songs, I (}ice 0/ 
IImn'lI/r People. Det'l' ill \fl' I/ellrl, 
::t/ cd l'IIl,lf \\ aefmo . ./e.\//\ Theme 
or III· .)·ong 1 mar I cJ"berg. Old 
Fwltiolled RCI'iml 1/01/1" SOllgl \0, :1 
Charle:-. L hiller, ILL eland Green. 
Sil/gil/g El'flllgelilll/ (']iI)" Barn)\\ s. 

Sillgillg III' 11(/1' Ruth L. hn,IIIIOI' 

ChiliesI' 111"11/1/111. ]9)5. ilnd !'ie\ ~ral 
nther booJ"kh 111 ('hll1esC' b) Rc\. John 
I" .. Su. ,lesse \\ iggins: booJ,,: III Tlll'ir 

01111 11'0/"(/1 711e CII/lrell or Cod of 
lIIillOil (/l/i)l()/T. If)/(J.:!OOI compo 
Je~!,>e \\"iggin~. Danirl \\Otl{h: booJ,,: 
,1,\ Oil Illgel 0/ Ligh/ kn111e /\. Jolky: 
!'iongbooJ,,: SOllgl. 111"11111\ lIIul SOllgl 

!:J,}/'rt"llial . PellfeC(J.\/ '"oller RlIill SOllg 

Book Cha .... A SqlJll"e. Sarah I. 
Sqlllre. Seelc) D. Kl!lm: [191 I]. 

Shee t mus ic and so ngbooks donat ed by Ardell and 
Joycr Harms. They .lI so d UIHtt cd pho lographs 

:tnd reco rd ~lIbllm s to the Flower Pentecostal 
H cr ilagt' Center. 
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Assemblies a God 

HERlTAGE 
1445 N. l300millc A\cnuc 
Spn ngfil.!ld, Mi s!:iouri 65802-1894 

Looking Back to 1952 

\\ here art' t hey no\\ ? 1'10" man~ do ~ou r{'cognize? Assuming Ihal the 
IIH ragc age of , his Bethlln~ Park (ClIlif.) Junior High groul) in 1952 " liS 
13. thc~ IIr(' no" in Iheir ('a rl~ 60s. 11 0" time nics! Donated by Elois,," 
SIOH' ''', Pctersburg. Virginia, "hose hu sband. the late Sl'arl \\'. SIOHr. pas­
(on'd in Ca lifornia. Plwto take" in JIl/Y 1952 by Ed Webber's "Irow Crtt/t 
Shop. Santa e m :. Culifomia. 

750-222 
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