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FOREWORD
The 53" General Council convened in Orlando, Florida, August 4-7, 2009.

Nearly 30.000 people attended from around the nation. The General Council gatherings
were marked with a tangible sense of God's presence and the prophetic impact of the
ministry of God’s Word. Over the past 2 years the Assemblies of God family is one of only a
very few religious bodies in the United States that has been growing. We thank God for this
and yet seek to find the Lord’s enabling power and creative wisdom for even greater spiritual
impact on our culture in the years just ahead.

It is a personal privilege to serve on the Executive Leadership Team. Leading that team
is George O. Wood who, with an overwhelming mandate on the nominating ballot, was
clected to a 4-year term as general superintendent. Also elected was Doug Clay as general
treasurer, Zollie L. Smith, Jr., as executive director of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions and
myself as general secretary.  Although not up for election, L. Alton Garrison continues as
assistant general superintendent and L. John Bueno continues as executive director of
Assemblies of God World Missions.

As a leadership team we are seeking to focus and strengthen our Fellowship around the
five core values articulated by George O. Wood.

1. Passionately proclaim, at home and abroad, by word and deed Jesus as
Savior, Baptizer in the Holy Spirit, Healer, and Soon Coming King

2. Strategically invest in the next generation
3. Vigorously plant new churches

4. Skillfully resource our Fellowship

5.

Fervently pray for God’s favor and help as we serve Him with pure
hearts and noble purpose

We look forward to the next General Council in Phoenix, Arizona, August 2-5, 201 1.
May the Lord bless you as we work together to build Christ’s kingdom!

James T. Bradford
General Secretary






MINUTES OF THE 53rd GENERAL COUNCIL
OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
CONVENED IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA
AUGUST 4-7, 2009

TUESDAY EVENING—AUGUST 4

The 53 General Council began with a 7 p.m. service at the Orange County Convention
Center in Orlando, Florida, with George O. Wood, general superintendent, as the keynote
speaker.

The service opened with a call to worship led by Travis Cottrell and his worship band and
the choir from First Assembly of God, Fort Myers, Florida, under the direction of Michael
W. Justice. James T. Bradford, general secretary, offered prayer for the General Council and
Doug Clay, general treasurer, welcomed attendees and recognized various guests.

L. Alton Garrison, assistant general superintendent, received the offering following the
general superintendent’s “State of the Church™ video report and an appeal from Parker Loy, a
student from First Assembly of God, North Little Rock, Arkansas, who gave a challenge for
all to become charter members of the Assemblies of God Trust. Chresten and Bridgette
Tomlin, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the choir from First Assembly of God, Fort Myers, Florida,
under the direction of Tom Matrone, music director at Central Assembly of God. Springfield,
Missouri, provided the offertory.

The keynote message for the 53 General Council was brought by General Superintendent
George O. Wood entitled Your Life and Legacy. He unfolded the story of Leah, the unloved
wife of Jacob, to demonstrate life and ministry cannot be measured by your time span on
earth.

He opened his message by showing the current General Council Directory, with the
listing of all Assemblies of God ministers and missionaries, and two volumes of the Book of
Remembrance that contain the handwritten names of credentialed ministers since 1914 and
who are now deceased. He referred to them as “the book of the living on earth™ and “the
books of the living in heaven,” and pointed out that most present would not know many on
cither list. He emphasized how the overwhelming majority of the Lord’s workers labor
anonymously in His vineyard—often in lonely places.

Wood referred to Leah as one of the most obscure persons in the Bible. Her legacy plays
out beyond the 10 chapters of her story in Genesis all the way to the Book of Revelation.
Leah had purity of faith both to encourage and to challenge. Despite the double indignity of
being traded by her father and rejected by her husband, and despite a life of circumstances
beyond her control, she trusted God. He declared that without Leah there is no Levi, no
Moses, no first five books of the Bible, no Ten Commandments, no prototype high priest to
model Jesus’ intercessory ministry for us. Summarizing Leah’s lineage through Judah and
David to Jesus, Wood stated the people of the Christmas story are mainly Leah’s kids.

Wood recounted the sacrifices of his missionary parents in an unyielding field for a church
plant. Though they left the community in seeming failure, today a flourishing congregation
of 3,000 worship there, and the church has planted over 2000 churches around the world. His
parents pounded on and weakened the wall but others saw the breakthrough. He encouraged
those in current battle to keep knocking.

The evening concluded with an extended time of prayer.



WEDNESDAY MORNING—AUGUST 5

Business Session
The first business session of the 53 General Council of the Assemblies of God convened
at the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando, Florida, Wednesday, August 5, at 8:50
a.m. L. Alton Garrison, assistant general superintendent, introduced Sarah Krage, pastor of
King of Love University Church and Chi Alpha director for Eastern Michigan University,
Ypsilanti, Michigan, who appealed to everyone to pray in the Spirit and intercede for the
Fellowship. She led in a season of intercessory prayer.

The assistant general superintendent introduced General Superintendent George O. Wood,
chairman, who welcomed the delegates and called the business session to order at 9:10 a.m.

Introduction of Executive Leadership Team
and Executive Presbytery

Chairman Wood introduced the Executive Leadership Team and asked them to stand: L.
Alton Garrison, assistant general superintendent; James T. Bradford, general secretary; Doug
Clay, general treasurer; L. John Bueno, executive director of Assemblies of God World
Missions; Zollie L. Smith, Jr., executive director of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions. He
then recognized and introduced the executive presbyters: C. Dan Betzer, Southeast Area;
Warren D. Bullock, Northwest Area; Richard Dresselhaus, Southwest Area; Douglas E.
Fulenwider, Gulf Area; J. Don George, South Central Area; Larry H. Griswold, Great Lakes
Area; Nam Soo Kim. Language Area—Other; John E. Maracle, Ethnic Fellowships; Jesse
Miranda, Jr., Language Area—Spanish; Clarence W. St. John, North Central Area: H. Robert
Rhoden, Northeast Area. Appreciation was expressed to the Executive Presbytery.

Introduction of Retired Executive Presbyters
and General Presbyters

Chairman Wood expressed appreciation to the retired executive officers and presbyters:
Almon M. Bartholomew, former executive presbyter, Northeast Area; James K. Bridges,
former general treasurer; Charles T. Crabtree, former assistant general superintendent; Joseph
R. Flower, former general secretary; Charles E. Hackett, former executive director of
Assemblies of God U.S. Missions; Raymond H. Hudson, former general treasurer; J. Foy
Johnson, former executive presbyter, Southeast Area; Armon Newburn, former executive
presbyter, South Central Area; Everett R. Stenhouse, former assistant general superintendent;
Thomas E. Trask, former general superintendent; and Loren Triplett, former executive
director of Assemblies of God World Missions.

Introduction of Headquarters Personnel
The chairman expressed appreciation to all Headquarters personnel who are serving
superbly in Orlando, Florida, and in Springfield, Missouri.

Fraternal Delegates
The chairman recognized the fraternal delegates from both the World Assemblies of God
Fellowship and those from other Pentecostal denominations who will be in attendance at this
General Council.

Expression of Appreciation
to the City of Orlando, Florida
Appreciation was expressed to the city of Orlando, Florida, and Mayor Buddy Dyer, and
the Convention Services for their hospitality and superb treatment shown to the General
Council delegates.

Expression of Appreciation to
Governor of the State of Florida
The chairman expressed appreciation to Governor Charlie Crist and the State of Florida.
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Expression of Appreciation to Host Districts

George O. Wood expressed appreciation to the Peninsular Florida District and
Superintendent Terrell R. Rabum; to the Brazilian District and Superintendent Joel F. Costa;
to the Southeastern Spanish District and Superintendent Saturnino Gonzalez; and to the West
Florida District and Superintendent Robert S. Thompson, for hosting this 53" General
Council. He also expressed appreciation to the other Southeast Area district councils: the
Alabama District and Superintendent Kenneth W. Draughon: the Georgia District and
Superintendent Roger W. Brumbalow; the North Carolina District and Superintendent
Charles O. Kelly; and the South Carolina District and Superintendent Steven R. Brown.

Expression of Appreciation to Recording Secretaries
The chairman expressed appreciation to those assisting with the minutes: Esther Wood,
executive administrative assistant to the general secretary, and Jewell Woodward, executive
administrative assistant to the general superintendent.

Introduction of General Council Committees
George O. Wood highlighted the list of committee members, expressing appreciation for
their work in the various areas of this General Council. Those who served as members in the
respective capacities are as follows:

Budget

Doug Clay, chairperson; James T. Bradford, Joel F. Costa, L. Alton Garrison, Saturnino
Gonzalez, Terrell R. Raburn, Zollie L. Smith, Jr., Robert S. Thompson, George O. Wood

Parliamentary

Richard R. Hammar, chairperson; Jay A. Herndon, Charles F. Hefton

Resolutions

John R. Wootton, chairperson; Donna L. Barrett, Gary J. Blanchard, Malcolm Burleigh,
Gary Jones, Glenn S. Reynolds, Jr., George Paul Wood

Roster

Richard A. Plunk, David L. Wigington, co-chairmen; Mark Christianson, /iaison, Jeffrey
L. Anderson, St. Aubyn Barnaby, Christopher N. Beard, Jerry L. Beers, Robert Bruzelius,
George D. Fessler, Paul L. Feuerstein, Trenton W. Gabbard, Jr., Jesse L. Galindo, Enedeo
Garza, Jr., Miguel Giron, Thomas Gross, Peter J. Inman, Raul A. Sanchez

Spiritual Life

J. Don George, chairperson; David B. Crabtree, Duane P. Durst, Timothy N. Enloe,
Walter R. Harvey, Jr., Young Gil Kim, Maria E. Khaleel, Sarah E. Krage, E. Scott Martin, E.
Wayne Murray, Slavik Radchuk. The chairman explained the Spiritual Life Committee
report was folded into the State of the Church report given in Tuesday night’s service by
video.
Tellers

Rollin J. Carlson, chairperson; Micheal E. Dickenson, Mark E. Jakelsky. Boyd S. Powers,
Randall S. Rogers, John L. Weidman, Edward Wilson, captains; Efraim Espinoza, liaison;
Michael B. Bacchus, Thomas B. Baldwin, Marion C. Barnes, O. Dale Bean, William C.
Blair, Jr., John M. Blunt, Rosemarie Brown, Jimmy O. Burnett, Jose Camal, Henry Carnley,
Edward De La Rosa, Toyie Jo Dix, Mark A. Dolphens, Sr., Freddie Espinoza, Bernardino P.
Espinoza, Jr., Gerald M. Fielder, Maria C. Garcia, Amos P. Garza, L.D. Hinson, Gary B.
Howell, David N. Isabelli, Clyde Johnson, Nelson R. Johnson, Matthew Jones, Klayton Ko,
Michael D. LeBuhn, R. Glenn Lee, James Markham, James D. Marocco, Jesse R. (Jack)
Miranda, III, Troy A. O’Quin, Brenton B. Page, Sr., Damaris C. Perez, Michael W. Poston,
David M. Quigley, Miguel A. Rodriguez, Scott Shemeth, Randal E. Smith, David A.
Stephens, Randy Williamson



National Operational Committees
Program Committee
George O. Wood, chairperson; L. Alton Garrison, James T. Bradford, Doug Clay, L. John
Bueno, Zollie L. Smith, Jr.
Program Resource Committee
John Jay Wilson, chairperson: Sharon Lee, Tom Matrone, Jay Mooney, Juleen Turnage,
Dan Castor, Encore Productions, Angela Dense, Kathi Divine, Lori Lawley. resource

Accounting

Kenneth R. Tripp, chairperson; Roland Dimos, Fredrick Gore, Janice Hayes, Shari
Klassen, Aron Vad
Children’s Activities/Kids Council

Jason Noble, chairperson; Brandon Diehl, Service and Kids Council coordinator

Convention Coordinating Team

Sharon L. Lee, convention director; Paul Griffin, security; Lori K. Lawley, housing
manager; Sheila R. Mixer, registration; Trina A. Russell, events; Paula S. Smallwood,
exhibits
Equipment

Don Lander, chairperson: Terry Chapman, Mike Cooper, Eric Goss, Todd Trask

Hospitality
Beth Carroll, chairperson; Ruth Donadio, Jeanne Estebo, Helen Wray

Human Resources
Jim Stalnaker, personnel director; Beth Carroll, Mari Bull

Technology Support

Tim Strathdee. chairperson; Paula Lamar, Telecommunications; Kelly Rhea, Justin Butler,
Fine Arts; Ben Ellis, General Council registration; Helen Piper, Council Today; Chris Hill,
GPH Bookstore: Lucas Cornwell, Youth/Content Management/RSS Feeds; Darrin Hull,
streaming audio/video: John Ivaska, network/connectivity; Bruce Harp, Roger Richardson,
computer support; Larry Quackenbush, Brandon Cranor, Fred Behling, Media Support
Praver

John Maempa, chairperson; James Meredith
Printed Materials (Pre-Council only)

Paul Smith, chairperson; Carol Getty, Esther Wood, resource; Jorge Tobar, design

Promotions/Press/Communications

Juleen Turnage, chairperson; Tim Laffoon, Keith Surface, Dan VanVeen
Registration

Sheila R. Mixer, chairperson; Mark Christianson, roster liaison
Tellers

Rollin Carlson, chairperson; Efraim Espinoza, liaison

Translations
Kevin Babin, deaf coordinator; Efraim Espinoza, Spanish coordinator
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Transportation

Dan Clopine, chairperson; Erin Buskirk, company pilot; Nadine Buskirk, Sherry Clopine,
Roland Dimos, Larry Kolsky, Tami Lambertson, Tyson Lambertson, Ron Sherman

National Youth Convention

Jay Mooney. chairperson; Rod Whitlock, Fine Arts director; Jack Trewern, lJerry
Dahlberg, DC Productions

Ushers/Communion

Wade Trivitt, chairperson; Gary Allen, Communion coordinator; Debbie Collins, Paul
Curtis, Rhonda Curtis, Kathy Wrinkle

Adoption of Agenda
The chairman called attention to the agenda. A motion prevailed to adopt the agenda as a
guide for this meeting.

General Superintendent’s Report
The general superintendent expressed his gratefulness for the privilege of serving this
Fellowship. The General Superintendent’s Report on the State of the Church address with an
overview of the Fellowship was given by video during Tuesday night’s service. The general
superintendent indicated the report, along with the message, will be posted on the
www.ag.org Web site.

L. Alton Garrison, assistant general superintendent, assumed the role of the chairman
during the report of the general superintendent. A motion prevailed to receive last evening’s
video report and message and today’s report of the general superintendent and express
appreciation to George O. Wood.

The chair was returned to the general superintendent.

Assistant General Superintendent’s Report
L. Alton Garrison presented the report of the assistant general superintendent with an
emphasis on the role of discipleship. He presented a video about the Spiritual Health
Planner.

A motion prevailed to receive the report of the assistant general superintendent and
express appreciation to L. Alton Garrison.

Assemblies of God Trust Offering
The general superintendent gave the results of last evening’s offering for Assemblies of
God Trust. The cash offering received was $64,964.28 and monthly pledges are $12,004, for
which he is grateful.

General Secretary’s Report
James T. Bradford presented the general secretary’s report sharing various statistics for the
year of 2008. He explained the process of the general secretary’s office in maintaining the
official records of ministers and churches.

A motion prevailed to receive the report of the general secretary and express appreciation
to James T. Bradford.
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General Treasurer’s Report and
General Council Audit Report
Doug Clay presented the general treasurer’s report and Financial Report outlining the
General Council affiliated entities, the General Council as a single entity, and the
discretionary fund. The audit process was explained, and it was reported that the audit firm,
BKD, has given the General Council a clean and unqualified opinion; as well, all General
Council affiliates have received a clean and unqualified opinion.

A motion prevailed to receive the report of the general treasurer and express appreciation
to Doug Clay.

Report of the Executive Director of
Assemblies of God World Missions
L. John Bueno, executive director of Assemblies of God World Missions, presented a
report on Assemblies of God World Missions including a statistical report and telling of
various accomplishments that have occurred over the past decade.

A motion prevailed to receive the report on Assemblies of God World Missions and
express appreciation to L. John Bueno.

Report of the Executive Director of
Assemblies of God U.S. Missions
Zollie L. Smith, Jr., executive director of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions, presented a
report on Assemblies of God U.S. Missions sharing the spiritual state of America. He
expressed his thanks to the constituency for supporting Assemblies of God U.S. Missions.

A motion prevailed to receive the report on Assemblies of God U.S. Missions and express
appreciation to Zollie L. Smith.

Departmental/Divisional Reports and
General Council Exhibits
It was noted that the Departmental/Divisional Reports have not been printed but can be
found on the General Council Web site at: www.ag.org. All delegates are urged to review
these reports.
The general superintendent also asked everyone to check out the fabulous exhibits as they
will be a blessing to individuals and churches.

Roster Committee Report
David L. Wigington, co-chairman of the Roster Committee, gave the following report as
of 9:10 a.m., Wednesday, August 5, 2009:

VOTING:
Ordained 2373
Licensed 586
Delegates 338
Executive Presbyters 17
General Presbyters 237
Voting constituency 3991
NONVOTING:
Exhibitors 1,179
Auxiliary Staff 559
Certified 200
Fine Arts/AIM 7,856
General Attendees 12,281
Kids Council 541
Other 61
Staff 102
Nonvoting constituency 22,779
Total 26,330

A motion prevailed to receive the report.
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Electronic Voting Instructions
The General Council used an electronic voting system. Mark Christianson, General
Council Systems Development, presented the electronic voting instructions, both orally and
by video. A practice vote was taken to help familiarize the delegates with the electronic
voting procedure.

Election of General Superintendent
The general secretary read Constitution Article 1X, Section 1, paragraph a, and Bylaws,
Article II, Section 2, paragraph a, pertaining to the election of general superintendent. L.
Alton Garrison assumed the chair for the election of the general superintendent. Ben E.
Leonard, Surprise, Arizona, led in prayer for God’s guidance during the election process.
The ballot was cast for the election of general superintendent and the chairman declared the
voting closed.

Rollin J. Carlson, chairman of the Tellers Committee, gave the following report of the
nominating ballot for the office of general superintendent:

Total votes cast 2,038
Needed to elect 1.345
George O. Wood 1,687

Having noted that George O. Wood received well in access of the two-thirds vote
required. the chairman declared George O. Wood reelected to the position of general
superintendent for a 4-year term to expire in 2013.

George O. Wood introduced his family. He was moved by the support and prayers he
received as well as the tremendous love shown to him and his family. He stated that to the
best of his ability, he will serve with all his heart. He believes God has great plans for the
future. He also expressed gratefulness to his wife, Jewel.

The following is a list of all other nominees: Charles D. Arsenault 1, Ron Barefield 2,
Tommy J. Barnett 6, Mark A. Batterson 1, Christopher N. Beard 1, David A. Bennett 1. M.
Wayne Benson 3, C. Dan Betzer 1, David R. Betzer 1., Gary J. Blanchard 1, John Bosman 2.
James R. Braddy 1. James T. Bradford 5. James H. Bradley 1. Jeffery L. Brawner 1. M. Ray
Brewer 1, Kermit S. Bridges 2., L. John Bueno 2, Warren D. Bullock 1, H. Franklin Cargill 5,
Mark D. Christianson 1, Doug Clay 54, B.H. Clendennen 1, Carl J. Colletti 1, Charles T.
Crabtree 2, Charles E. Crank 2, Christopher T. Decker 1. Richard W. DuBose 4. Dennis R.
Duron 1, Larry D. Emerson 1, Kenneth J. Ferguson 1, Brenton S. Fessler 1, Leon D. Freitag
1. John A. Gallegos, I1 1. L. Alton Garrison 66, J. Don George 2, Joseph S. Girdler 1,
Saturnino Gonzalez 3, Joseph P. Granberry 2, A. Elizabeth Grant 1, Thomas W. Greene, 1.
Gary W. Grogan 1, Richard L. Hardy 1, Stephen L. Harris 1, Philip L. Hastic 1, Randy Hurst
1, R. Bryan Jarrett 1, Gary Jones I, Perry L. Kallevig 2, Charles O. Kelly 2, James J. Kelly 1,
Russell A. Kinney 2, Dennis B. Lacy 1, Arnold L. Lastinger 1, Thomas H. Lindberg 2, John
E. Lindell 4, James M. Lloyd, Il 1, Rodney K. Loy 1, Mitchell P. Martinez 1, David Mazzella
I, Jesse Miranda, Jr. 6, Larry Moore 1, E. Don Nordin, Jr. 1, Dary R. Northrop 1, Edward J.
Paine 1, Yong So Pak 1, John M. Palmer 3, Jason L. Parnell 1, Jerry L. Parsley 1, Darin F.
Poli 1, Nicholas S. Poole 1, Brent C. Powell 1, Dennis E. Rabineau 1. Terrell R. Raburn 2, H.
Robert Rhoden 2, Samuel Rodriguez, Jr. 2, Mark Rutland 1, Frank J. Seminerio I, David E.
Siriano 1, Victor E. Smith 1, Zollie L. Smith, Jr. 4, Thomas E. Snavely 1, Ralph E. Snook 1,
Dennis L. Snyder 1, Clarence W. St. John 2, Donald H. Steiger 1, Ronald E. Stevens I,
Robert D. Stiem 1, Calvin D. Swenson 1, Raymond J. Tate I, Robert S. Thompson 1, Bradley
T. Trask 3. Thomas E. Trask 2, Charles W. Turnage 1, Randy L. Valimont 1, W. Randy
Visconti 1, Leslie E. Welk 1, Donald F. Williams 3, James W. Wolf 1. Alan Womack 1,
George P. Wood 8, George C. Woods 48, Richard L. York 1, Thomas M. Zillman 1, Invalid
votes 21.

George O. Wood assumed the chair.

13



Election of General Secretary
The general superintendent called for the vote of the general secretary and presented the
name of James T. Bradford as the nominee from the General Presbytery for the position of
general secretary. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the elective ballot for
the office of general secretary:

Total votes cast 1,582
Needed to elect 1,055
Yes votes 1,483
No votes 99

Having noted that James T. Bradford received a number of votes in excess of the two-
thirds required, the chairman declared James T. Bradford elected to the position of general
secretary to fill an unexpired term ending in 2011.

James T. Bradford called his family to the platform, and he introduced his wife, Sandi,
and daughters Meredith and Angeline. He accepts this as God’s will for his life and pledged
to serve this office effectively, to the best of his ability and looks forward to getting to know
many in this Fellowship. He expressed his thankfulness to Central Assembly of God,
Springfield, Missouri, for releasing him for this ministry.

Election of General Treasurer
The general superintendent called for the vote of the general treasurer and presented the
name of Doug Clay as the nominee from the General Presbytery for the position of general
treasurer. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the elective ballot for
the office of general treasurer:

Total votes cast 1,810
Needed to elect 1,207
Yes votes 1,743
No votes 67

Having noted that Doug Clay received a number of votes in excess of the two-thirds
required, the chairman declared Doug Clay elected to the position of general treasurer for a
4-year term to expire 2013.

Doug Clay called his wife, Gail, to the platform and introduced her. He expressed his
thankfulness and accepts this as confirmation of the will of God for their lives. He told that
he is a product of the church, he loves the church and pledges with God’s help to serve the
Lord and the Fellowship to the best of his ability, as this is a privilege and opportunity.

Election of Executive Director of
Assemblies of God U.S. Missions
The general secretary read the Bylaws provision for the election of the executive director
of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions, Article II, Section 2, paragraph b.

The general superintendent called for the vote of the executive director of Assemblies of
God U.S. Missions and presented the name of Zollie L. Smith, Jr., as the nominee from the
General Presbytery for the position of executive director of Assemblies of God U.S.
Missions. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.



The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report for the elective
ballot for the office of executive director of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions:

Total votes cast 1,698
Needed to elect 1,132
Yes votes 1512
No votes 186

Having noted that Zollie L. Smith, Jr., received a number of votes in excess of the two-
thirds required, the chairman declared Zollie L. Smith, Jr., elected to the position of executive
director of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions for a 4-year term to expire in 2013.

Zollic L. Smith, Jr., introduced his wife, Phyllis, and expressed that he is humbled and
encouraged by this vote of affirmation. He asked the body to pray for them.

Election of Executive Presbyter—Northwest Area
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the Northwest Area. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for exccutive presbyter from the Northwest Area:

Total votes cast 1,222
Needed to elect 810
Invalid votes 8
Warren D. Bullock 552
Doyle A. Fulkes 27
Paul D. Goodman 52
Gary L. Morton 37
Barry D. Osteen 31
Stanley E. Russell 67
Alan E. Warncke 41
Roy W. (Bill) Welch, 111 42
Leslie E. Welk 122
William E. (Bill) Wilson 118
Jesse C. Ybarra 70
Daniel M. York 49

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Northwest Area:

Total votes cast 1.263
Needed to elect 841
Invalid votes 2
Warren D. Bullock 992
Doyle A. Fulkes 10
Paul D. Goodman 17
Gary L. Morton 11
Barry D. Osteen 4
Stanley E. Russell 24
Alan E. Warneke 3
Roy W. (Bill) Welch, 11 22
Leslie E. Welk 70
William E. (Bill) Wilson 71
Jesse C. Ybarra 30
Daniel M. York 7



Having noted that Warren D. Bullock received more than the two-thirds vote required for
an election, the chairman declared him reelected as the nonresident executive presbyter from
the Northwest Area.

Warren D. Bullock greeted the body and thanked everyone for their prayers. He is
looking forward to continued service.

Resolution 22. Honorary General Presbyter—Arden K. Adamson
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 22. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 22 as follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

Arden K. Adamson has served the Wisconsin-Northern Michigan District
with honor and distinction as secretary-treasurer for 16 years and as its
superintendent for 8 years; and

He has made significant contributions not only to the Wisconsin-Northern
Michigan District, but also to the ongoing ministry of The General
Council of the Assemblies of God through his service on the General
Presbytery for 24 years and on various boards, committees, and special
assignments; and

His years of service include serving with distinction on the Board of
Regents of North Central University for the past 8 years; and

He has been a faithful and dedicated servant leader to the churches and
ministries  of the Wisconsin-Northern Michigan District and has
demonstrated a life of integrity, wisdom, and compassion; and

Article IX, Section 3, paragraph h, page 91, of the General Council
Constitution makes provision for persons with such a distinctive history to
be chosen as an honorary presbyter of The General Council of the
Assemblies of God; therefore, be it

That Arden K. Adamson be clected by this General Council to the position
of honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblies
of God.

Resolution 23. Honorary General Presbyter—John W. Beardsley
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 23, A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 23 as follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

John W. Beardsley has served the Hawaii Assemblies of God with
faithfulness, integrity, and fervency for the past 49 years as a pastor in our
district (1959-present) and 42 years as a district secretary (1966-2008);
and

John W. Beardsley has made significant contributions not only to the
Hawaii District, but also to the ongoing ministry of The General Council
of the Assemblies of God through his service on the General Presbytery
for 42 years; and

Article IX, Section 3, paragraph h, page 91, of the General Council
Constitution makes provision for persons with such a distinctive history to
be chosen as an honorary presbyter of The General Council of the
Assemblies of God; therefore, be it

That John W. Beardsley be elected by this General Council to the position
of honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblics
of God.
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Resolution 24. Honorary General Presbyter—James K. Bridges
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 24. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 24 as follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

James K. Bridges has served this Fellowship with great distinction as a
minister of the gospel for 54 years; and

He has faithfully served the North Texas District Council of the
Assemblies of God in pastoral ministry in Dallas, Greenville, and
Waxahachie, as well as pastorates in Houston, Texas; and Wichita,
Kansas: and

He has served as vice president of academic affairs at Southwestern
Assemblies of God University, and served as chairman of the school’s
Board of Regents from 1985-93; and

He has served the North Texas District Council as sectional presbyter,
executive presbyter. general presbyter, assistant superintendent, and then
as superintendent from 1981 until 1993: and

He has served The General Council of the Assemblies of God as general
treasurer from 1993 until 2008; and

This Fellowship has been blessed by his spiritual leadership, practical
wisdom, and faithfulness to Pentecostal doctrine; and

It is proper and fitting to honor those who have served among us with
distinction, integrity, and a desire to enrich the lives of others; and

Article IX, Section 3, paragraph h, page 91. of the General Council
Constitution makes provision for persons who have reached at least 60
years of age and have served on the General Presbytery for 20 years or
more, or have served on the General Presbytery as a General Council
executive officer for 8 years or more, to be chosen as honorary general
presbyter; therefore, be it

That James K. Bridges be elected by this General Council to the position
of honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblics
of God.

The general treasurer expressed his thankfulness to James K. Bridges and offered the
entire body an opportunity to express its love and appreciation to James K. Bridges for his
years of service, along with his wife, Joyce. There was an expression of appreciation by

applause.

Resolution 25. Honorary General Presbyter—Charles E. Crank
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 25. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 25 as follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

Charles E. Crank has faithfully served the Indiana District Council with
distinction for 53 years as an evangelist, pastor, district, and national
leader; and
He has served the Indiana District Council for 2 years as youth director; 4
years as secretary-treasurer; and 29 years as superintendent; and
He has served The General Council of the Assemblies of God as a member
of the General Presbytery for 37 years and has chaired and served on many
other boards and committees: and
He has served as the Great Lakes Area executive presbyter for 6 years; and
Article IX, Section 3. paragraph h, page 91. of the General Council Constitution
makes provision for persons with such distinctive history to be named an
honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God; therefore, be it
That Charles E. Crank be elected by this General Council to the position
of honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblies
of God.
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Resolution 26. Honorary General Presbyter—Pettus T. Palmer
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 26. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 26 as follows:

WHEREAS, Pettus T. Palmer has served the Missi
Assemblies of God for 34 years as secretary-treasurer; and

WHEREAS, He served as pastor of various churches in the Mississippi District as well
as sectional presbyter for many years prior to serving in the district office;
and

WHEREAS, He has served as a general presbyter of the General Council for the past 34
years; and

WHEREAS,  Pettus T. Palmer meets all the General Council Bylaws qualifications for
recognition as an honorary general presbyter; and

WHEREAS,  Article IX, Section 3, paragraph h, page 91, of the General Council
Constitution makes provision for persons with such distinctive history to
be named an honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the
Assemblies of God; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That Pettus T. Palmer be elected by this General Council to the position of
honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblies of God.

sippi District Council of the

Privileged Motion From 2007 General Council—
Electronic Voting for 2009 General Council

The general treasurer presented a report from the Committee To Study Electronic Voting
for the 2009 General Council with the recommendation that Internet voting not be
considered, at this time, as the General Council Constitution and Bylaws currently prohibits
this option from being immediately implemented, and there is uncertainty as to what the
ramifications would have on attendance at General Council, although we have the
technological capabilities to accomplish the function.

Assemblies of God Trust—Faith Case Video
A video was presented that introduced the Faith Case, a new program to teach kids ages 5-
12 about Assemblies of God Bible doctrines, is now available to churches.

Resolution 7. Arizona Latin District
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 7. A motion was made and seconded to
adopt Resolution 7.

A motion was made and seconded to amend Resolution 7 by changing the name from
Arizona Latin District Council of The General Council of the Assemblies of God to
Southwest District Council of the Assemblies of God and amend the last resolved
accordingly. The motion carried.

The motion to adopt Resolution 7 carried. Resolution 7 as amended and adopted follows:

WHEREAS, The General Council Bylaws makes provision for the Executive
Presbytery to establish new district councils in cooperative agreement with
the districts involved; and

WHEREAS, The Executive Presbytery in session on June 2-4, 2008, approved the
establishment of the Arizona Latin District Council of The General
Council of the Assemblies of God; and

WHEREAS, The name of this new district needs to be included in the General Council
Bylaws; therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws, Article Il, Section 2, paragraph ¢, (2),
Language Area—Spanish, page 98, which presently reads:

Language Area—Spanish: Central Latin American, Gulf Latin
American, Midwest Latin - American, Northern Pacific Latin
American, Southern Pacific  Latin - American, Puerto  Rico,
Southeastern Spanish, Spanish Eastern

Be amended to read:

Language Area—Spanish: Central Latin American, Gulf Latin
American, Midwest Latin  American, Northern Pacific  Latin
American, Southern Pacific Latin  American, Puerto  Rico,
Southeastern Spanish, Southwest, Spanish Eastern

Resolution 8. Southern Pacific Latin American District Name Change
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 8. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 8 as follows:

WHEREAS, A district council has the prerogative of determining the proper name of
the district council; and
WHEREAS,  The Southern Pacific Latin American District Council was given its
current name when the Pacific Latin American District was divided; and
WHEREAS, It is the desire of the Southern Pacific Latin American District to change
its name to Southern Pacific District Council: therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws, Article I, Section 2, paragraph ¢, (2),
Language Area— Spanish, page 98, which presently reads:
Language Area—Spanish: Central Latin American, Gulf Latin
American, Midwest Latin - American, Northern Pacific  Latin
American,  Southern  Pacific  Latin - American, Puerto  Rico,
Southeastern Spanish, Spanish Eastern
Be amended to read:
Language Area—Spanish: Central Latin American, Gulf Latin
American, Midwest Latin  American, Northern Pacific  Latin
American, Southern  Pacific  Latin—Aseriean, Puerto  Rico,
Southcastern Spanish, Spanish Eastern

Resolution 9. National Slavie District Council
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 9. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 9 as follows:

WHEREAS, The General Council Bylaws makes provision for the Executive
Presbytery to establish new district councils in cooperative agreement with
the districts involved: and

WHEREAS,  The Exccutive Presbytery in session on June 2-4, 2008, approved the
establishment of the National Slavic District Council, Inc., of The General
Council of the Assemblies of God: and

WHEREAS,  The name of this new district needs to be included in the General Council
Bylaws; therefore, be it

RESOLVED. That General Council Bylaws, Article I, Section 2, paragraph ¢, (2),
Language Area—Other, page 98, which presently reads:

Language Area—Other: Brazilian, German, Korean, Second Korean
Be amended to read:
Language Area—Other: Brazilian, German, Korean, National
Slavie, Second Korecan
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Recess
The meeting recessed at 11:45 a.m. The chairman announced the afternoon meeting will
begin at 2 p.m. and continue until 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON—AUGUST 5

The Wednesday session began at 2 p.m. Zollie L. Smith, Jr., opened in prayer. The
chairman called the business meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.

Roster Committee Report
Richard A. Plunk, co-chairman of the Roster Committee, gave the following report as of 2
p-m. on Wednesday, August 5, 2009:

VOTING:
Ordained 2,472
Licensed 598
Delegates 350
Executive Presbyters 17
General Presbyters 241
Voting constituency 3,678
NONVOTING:
Exhibitors 1,188
Auxiliary Staff 571
Certified 205
Fine Arts/AIM 7.856
General Attendees 12,765
Kids Council 552
Other 6l
Staff 102
Nonvoting constituency 23,300
Total 26,978

A motion prevailed to receive the report.

Recognition of Stanley M. Horton
The chairman introduced Stanley M. Horton and his recent book about his life and
ministry entitled, Stanley M. Horton: Shaper of Pentecostal Theology.  The general
superintendent presented Dr. Horton with a copy of the new book that was signed by the
members of the Executive Leadership Team. Dr. Horton gave greetings and expressed his
thanks to others who encouraged him to seck higher degrees in Bible and theology, and to
those who encouraged him to teach.

Introduction of William (Billy) Wilson—Awakening America Alliance
The chairman introduced Billy Wilson with Awakening America Alliance. He introduced
a video showing the Awakening America program that takes place on September 11 of every
year. He encouraged every person to gather together on 9/11 at county courthouses across
the nation and cry out to God to have mercy on America and to send a new awakening to
America.

General Superintendent’s
Medal of Honor
The General Superintendent’s Medal of Honor was presented by the general superintendent to
the following two outstanding laypersons:
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Norma Champion

Norma Champion has filled many distinguished roles in her years of public service
including: State Congressman, State Senator, professor, writer, producer, television host, as
well as that of wife, mother, and grandmother.

After graduating from Central Bible College. Norma became the writer, producer and host
of Children’s Hour, a top-rated television program in Southwest Missouri that ran for 29
years. During this time, she became affectionately known to young and old as “Aunt Norma.”

In 1987, Norma launched a political career by successfully running for a city council
position in Springfield, Missouri. After serving in this capacity for 5 years, Norma was
clected to the Missouri House of Representatives where she would serve for the next 10
years.

In 2003, Norma was elected to the Missouri State Senate and continues in this role today.
She currently serves as the chairperson for the committees on Aging, Families, and Mental
and Public Health. She has distinguished herself as a leader and as someone who models the
Christian faith in the public arena.

Norma has served on the faculty of Evangel University since 1978, teaching courses in the
arcas of communications, broadcasting, and political science. She has served this church
through several boards and committees, including chairing the board of Berean College and
serving on the Global and Higher Education boards. She holds a master’s degree from
Missouri State University and a Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma. She was recently
named as one of the 20 most influential women in Springfield.

Norma is the widow of the late Richard Champion who was editor of the Pentecostal
Evangel at the time of his death in 1994. She has a son and a daughter and two grandchildren.

Her interim pastor, Don Tucker, states, “In a world in dire need of those who would model
godliness, integrity, sincerity, and clarity of values, Norma Champion embodies all of these
qualities. Her stand for Christ is solid and unshakeable. whether standing in the sanctuary of
her church or in the halls of the state legislature.™

For an exemplary life, bringing glory and honor to God and to this church, it is my
privilege to confer upon Norma Champion the General Superintendent’s Medal of Honor.

Don W. Jacques

For nearly 40 years, Don Jacques has been actively involved in the ministry of Light for
the Lost. His creativity and dedication have been instrumental in raising millions of dollars
for missions.

Don became a Light for the Lost councilman in 1973 and has served as Light for the Lost
director for the Southern Missouri District since 1977, He served 16 years on the Light for
the Lost executive committee, including 12 as president. Don served 4 years as the Southern
Missouri District Men’s Director. He has led MAPS construction teams and has ministered
in 37 districts and 30 countries.

Don has been a participant and passionate promoter of cook teams who travel to various
Light for the Lost commitment banquets and cook steaks for the events. He has also been
instrumental in developing more than a dozen cook wagons, delivering them to districts
where he also provided training in their use.

A real estate broker since 1976, Don is the founder and owner of the Jacques Company.
He is known for his integrity as a realtor and commitment to excellence. Don has been a
faithful member of Central Assembly of God since 1982 and served 12 years on its deacon
board.
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His district superintendent, Bill Baker states, “Don Jacques is an outstanding layperson
and a man of integrity. He has promoted Light for the Lost in the Southern Missouri District
for nearly 40 years generating over $6 million dollars. He has promoted Light for the Lost
across America and initiated men’s ministries in several foreign nations.”

Don married Jan Lawson in 1968. They have two sons and a daughter and four grandchildren.

For an exemplary life, bringing glory and honor to God and to this church, it is my
privilege to confer upon Don Jacques the General Superintendent’s Medal of Honor.

Electronic Voting Instructions
Mark Christianson reviewed the instructions for electronic voting and gave the steps to
validate the voting system.
Election of Executive Preshyter—Southwest Area

The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the Southwest Area. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Southwest Area:

Total votes cast 1,527
Needed to elect 1,010
Invalid votes 13
James E. Ayers 46
James R. Braddy 149
Glen Cole 223
Richard L. Dresselhaus 525
Stephen L. Harris 117
George K. Nagato 56
Jeffrey T. Peterson 87
T. Ray Rachels 208
Donald H. Steiger 39
Terry Wong 64

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Northwest Area:

Total votes cast 1,600
Needed to elect 1,062
Invalid votes 7
James E. Ayers 22
James R. Braddy 74
Glen Cole 155
Richard L. Dresselhaus 1,081
Stephen L. Harris 56
George K. Nagato 13
Jeffrey T. Peterson 25
T. Ray Rachels 135
Donald H. Steiger 10
Terry Wong 22

Having noted that Richard L. Dresselhaus received more than the two-thirds vote required
for an election, the chairman declared him reelected as the nonresident executive presbyter
from the Southwest Area.

Richard Dresselhaus greeted the body and thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve.
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Election of Executive Preshbyter—North Central Area
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the North Central Arca. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the North Central Area:

Total votes cast 1.463
Needed to elect 974
Invalid votes 2
Gordon L. Anderson 379
M. Ray Brewer 82
Leon D. Freitag 33
1. Lowell Harrup 102
Gary L. Hoyt 92
Thomas M. Jacobs 72
Larry A. Licbe 68
Darrell D. Losing 13
Gary L. Pilcher 62
Daniel J. Remus 30
Clarence W. St. John 424
Dwight A. Sandoz 37
Stephen R. Schaible 21
Ronald J. Traub 46

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the North Central Area:

Total votes cast 1.518
Needed to elect 1,012
Invalid votes

Gordon L. Anderson 440
M. Ray Brewer 18
Leon D. Freitag 4
J. Lowell Harrup 47
Gary L. Hoyt 28
Thomas M. Jacobs 14
Larry A. Liebe 4
Darrell D. Losing 4
Gary 1. Pilcher 12
Daniel J. Remus 2
Clarence W. St. John 928
Dwight A. Sandoz 8
Stephen R. Schaible 2
Ronald J. Traub 6

Since there was no clection, a third elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared the
voting closed.



The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the third elective

ballot for executive presbyter from the North Central Area:

Total votes cast 1,554
Needed to elect 1.036
Invalid votes 0
Gordon L. Anderson 208
M. Ray Brewer 6
Leon D. Freitag 3
1. Lowell Harrup 14
Gary L. Hoyt 10
Thomas M. Jacobs 5
Larry A. Liebe 3
Darrell D. Losing 5
Gary 1. Pilcher 5
Daniel J. Remus 2
Clarence W. St. John 1,287
Dwight A. Sandoz 1
Stephen R. Schaible 3
Ronald J. Traub 2

Having noted that Clarence W. St. John received more than the two-thirds vote required
for an election, the chairman declared him reelected as the nonresident executive presbyter
from the North Central Area.

Clarence St. John thanked the body and declared that he would do all he can to serve the
Lord in this position.

Election of Executive Presbyter—South Central Area
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident exccutive presbyter for
the South Central Area. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the South Central Area:

Total votes cast 1,542
Needed to elect 1.026
Invalid votes 3
158

H. Franklin Cargill

T. Craig Dacus 44
Micheal E. Dickenson 40
Richard W. DuBose 180
J. Don George 711
Joseph P. Granberry 55
Jonathan M. Hollis 40
Thomas D. Lakey 26
E. Don Nordin, Jr. 47
Robert G. Slaton 29
David C. Vistine 14
Terry L. Yancey 195

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.
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The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the South Central Area:

Total votes cast 1,570
Needed to elect 1.046
Invalid votes 2
H. Franklin Cargill 74
T. Craig Dacus 13
Micheal E. Dickenson 9
Richard W. DuBose 92
Thomas D. Lakey 8
J. Don George 1,190
Joseph P. Granberry 7
Jonathan M. Hollis 6
E. Don Nordin, Jr. 12
Robert G. Slaton 3
David C. Vistine 3
Terry L. Yancey 151

Having noted that J. Don George received more than the two-thirds vote required for an
clection, the chairman declared him reelected as the nonresident executive presbyter from the
South Central Area.

1. Don George expressed his thanks and appreciation to the body and is sincerely grateful
to work in this ministry.

Election of Executive Presbyter—Great Lakes Area
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the Great Lakes Arca. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Great Lakes Area:

Total votes cast 1.481
Needed to elect 987
Invalid votes 1
M. Wayne Benson 367
Terry L. Crigger 16
Marvin R. Dennis 37
Donald G. Gifford 76
Joseph S. Girdler 41
Larry H. Griswold 402
Ron L. Hawkins 29
John K. Jordan 49
William F. Leach 74
Douglas N. Lowery 23
Bradley T. Trask 232
John R. Wootton 134

Since there was no election, a second clective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second clective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Great Lakes Arca:
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Total votes cast 1,542

Needed to elect 1,028
Invalid votes |
M. Wayne Benson 462
Terry L. Crigger 8
Marvin R. Dennis 7
Donald G. Gifford 16
Joseph S. Girdler 18
Larry H. Griswold 773
Ron L. Hawkins 4
John K. Jordan 8
William F. Leach 7
Douglas N. Lowery 2
Bradley T. Trask 179
John R. Wootton 57

Since there was no election, a third elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared the
voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the third elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Great Lakes Area:

Total votes cast 1,532
Needed to elect 1,020
Invalid votes 2
M. Wayne Benson 355
Terry L. Crigger 5
Marvin R. Dennis 4
Donald G. Gifford 10
Joseph S. Girdler 10
Larry H. Griswold 1,042
Ron L. Hawkins 2
John K. Jordan 2
William F. Leach 4
Douglas N. Lowery 6
Bradley T. Trask 67
John R. Wootton 23

Having noted that Larry H. Griswold received more than the two-thirds vote required for
an election, the chairman declared him reelected as the nonresident executive presbyter from
the Great Lakes Area.

Larry H. Griswold greeted the body and expressed his thanks for the privilege to serve.

Election of Executive Presbyter—Gulf Area

The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for

the Gulf Arca. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Gulf Area:

Total votes cast 1,349
Needed to elect 898
Invalid votes 3
Bill R. Baker 123
Walter L. Davis 60



Douglas E. Fulenwider 498

Charles Gould, Jr. 112
B. Randel McCarty 109
Larry Moore 181
Ronnie Morris 49
Billy R. Newby 116
Walter L. Rose 40
Robert B. Wilburn S8

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Gulf Area:

Total votes cast 1,482
Needed to elect 986
Invalid votes 3
Bill R. Baker 38
Walter L. Davis 8
Douglas E. Fulenwider 1,150
Charles Gould, Jr. 32
B. Randel McCarty 41
Larry Moore 134
Billy R. Newby 50
Walter L. Rose 10
Ronnic Morris 9
Robert B. Wilburn 7

Having noted that Douglas E. Fulenwider received more than the two-thirds vote required
for an clection. the chairman declared him reclected as the nonresident executive presbyter
from the Gulf Arca.

Doug Fulenwider greeted the body and expressed his privilege to serve the Lord.
Election of Executive Presbyter—Northeast Area )
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the Northeast Arca. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Northeast Area:

Total votes cast 1,406
Needed to elect 936
Invalid votes 3
Carl J. Colletti 117
Duane P. Durst 84
Larry F. Hickey 50
Donald A. James 87
Bryan D. Koch 64
Richard D. Lafferty 32
Ronald A. Ludlam 13
Dennis W. Marquardt 75
H. Robert Rhoden 654
Jerry W. Terry 64
Stephen R. Tourville 80
Robert Wise, Jr. 83

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman

declared the voting closed.
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The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Northeast Area:

Total votes cast 1.399
Needed to elect 932
Invalid votes 1
Carl J. Colletti 86
Duane P. Durst 16
Donald A. James 26
Larry F. Hickey 16
Bryan D. Koch 19
Richard D. Lafferty 13
Ronald A. Ludlam 9
Dennis W. Marquardt 13
H. Robert Rhoden 1.160
Jerry W. Terry 9
Stephen R. Tourville 15
Robert Wise, Jr. 16

Having noted that H. Robert Rhoden received more than the two-thirds vote required for
an election, the chairman declared him reclected as the nonresident executive presbyter from
the Northeast Area.

H. Robert Rhoden expressed gratitude for the opportunity to serve this Fellowship. He
extended his support to the general superintendent and Executive Presbytery.

Election of Executive Presbyter—Southeast Area
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the Southeast Area. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Southeast Area:

Total votes cast 1,389
Needed to elect 925
Invalid votes 2
C. Dan Betzer 705
Larry S. Burgbacher 27
Kenneth W. Draughon 32
Phil F. Edwards 11
Charles O. Kelly 25
Thomas G. Lawrence 22
John A. Loper, Jr. 25
Ronald F. McManus 162
Terrell R. Raburn 135
Victor E. Smith 10
Robert S. Thompson 12
Randy L. Valimont 221

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Southeast Area:

Total votes cast 1,390
Needed to elect 926
Invalid votes 2
C. Dan Betzer 1,072
Larry S. Burgbacher S
Kenneth W. Draughon 8
Phil F. Edwards 1
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John A. Loper, Jr.

Charles O. Kelly 3
Ronald F. McManus 63
Terrell R. Raburn 27
Victor E. Smith 6
Robert S. Thompson 3
Randy L. Valimont 193

Having noted that C. Dan Betzer received more than the two-thirds vote required for an
clection, the chairman declared him reelected as the nonresident executive presbyter from the
Southeast Area.

C. Dan Betzer thanked the body for the honor to serve. He also expressed his thanks and
gave honor to his wife, Darlene.

Resolution 4. Additional Hispanic Representation
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 4. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 4 as follows:

WHEREAS,  The Exccutive Presbytery constitutes the Board of Directors of The
General Council of the Assemblies of God. performing such functions as
are usual and customary for a board of directors: and

WHEREAS,  The members of the Executive Presbytery are representatives  for
geographic areas, language arcas (Spanish and other), and cthnic fellowships:
and

WHEREAS,  The Language—Spanish Arca, comprised of nine districts, has experienced
substantial growth as indicated in the statements below, which point to
consideration of increased representation on the Executive Presbytery:

¢ ACMR data shows that over 5.600 of 12,300+ Assemblies of God
churches now have Hispanics as adherents in their local congregations.

e Net growth of Assemblies of God congregations from 1991 to
2007 has been 775, of which 691 were Hispanic congregations.

e Net growth of Assemblies of God churches from 1997 to 2007 has
been 442, of which 289 (or 65 percent) were in the Hispanic
districts.

e Sunday a.m. worship attendance in the Assemblies of God from
1995 to 2005 has grown by 221,790 (14.5 percent) and the growth
among the Hispanic districts during the same period has been
105,096 (65.1 percent), thus providing 47.4 percent of the total
growth, not counting the Hispanic growth in churches in
geographic districts;

Therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Language Spanish Arca be divided into two arcas, cach
represented by an executive presbyter. The division shall be as follows:

e One Hispanic executive representative would represent the West
Spanish Area, comprised of the following five districts: Arizona
Latin American: Central Latin American; Gulf Latin American:
Northemn Pacific Latin American, and Southem Pacific Latin American,

* One Hispanic exccutive representative would represent the East
Spanish Area, comprised of the following four districts: Midwest
Latin American, Puerto Rico, Southeastern Spanish, and Spanish
Eastern

And, be it further




RESOLVED, That General Council Constitution Article 1X. OFFICERS  AND
PRESBYTERIES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL, Section 2. Executive
Presbytery, paragraph a. Composition and Terms of office. page 90, which
currently reads:

a. Composition and terms of office. The Exccutive Presbytery shall
consist of the general superintendent, the assistant general
superintendent, the general secretary, the general treasurer, the executive
director of Assemblies of God World Missions, the executive director of
Assemblies of God U.S. Missions, together with 13 other persons to
bring the number to 19. The terms of office for the executive director of
Assemblies of God World Missions and the executive director of
Assemblies of God U.S. Missions shall continue for 4 years or until their
successors qualify. The terms of office for all members of the Executive
Presbytery, except as stated in this section and Section 1, shall begin 60
days after date of election and shall continue for 2 years or until their
successors qualify.
Be amended to read:

on and terms of office. The Exccutive Presbytery
shall consist of the general superintendent, the assistant gencral
superintendent, the general secretary, the general treasurer, the
executive director of Assemblies of God World Missions, the
executive director of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions, together
with 14 other persons to bring the number to 20. The terms of office for
the executive director of Assemblies of God World Missions and the
executive director of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions shall continue
for 4 years or until their successors qualify. The terms of office for
all members of the Executive Presbytery, except as stated in this
section and Section 1, shall begin 60 days after date of clection and
shall continue for 2 years or until their successors qualify.

And, be it further

RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article 1. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
PRESBYTERS, Section 2. Nominations and Elections, paragraph c.
Nonresident executive presbyters, subparagraph (2) Divisions for electing
nonresident executive presbyters (a) By area, page 98, which reads:

(a) By area. For the purpose of electing nonresident executive
presbyters, The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall be divided
into 10 areas, according to district boundary lines in the following
manner:

Northwest Area: Alaska, Montana, Northwest, Oregon,
Southern Idaho, Wyoming

Southwest Area: Arizona, Hawail, Northern California-Nevada,
Rocky Mountain, Southern California

North Central Area: lowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Northern Missouri, South Dakota, Wisconsin-Northern Michigan

South Central Area: Kansas, New Mexico, North Texas,
Oklahoma, South Texas, West Texas

Great Lakes Area: Appalachian, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky.
Michigan, Ohio

Gulf Area: Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Southern Missouri,
Tennessee
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Election of Executive Preshyter

Northeast Area: New Jersey, New York, Northern New
England, Pennsylvania-Delaware, Potomac, Southern New England

Southeast Area: Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Peninsular
Florida, South Carolina, West Florida

Language Area—Spanish: Central Latin American, Gulf Latin
American, Midwest Latin American, Northem Pacific Latin American,
Southern Pacific Latin American, Puerto Rico, Southeastern Spanish,
Spanish Eastern

Language Area— Other: Brazilian, German, Korean, Second Korean

Be amended to read:

(a) By area. For the purpose of eclecting nonresident exccutive
presbyters, The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall be
divided into 11 arcas, according to district boundary lines in the
following manner:

Northwest Area: Alaska, Montana, Northwest, Oregon. Southern
Idaho. Wyoming

Southwest Area: Arizona, Hawan, Northern California-Nevada,
Rocky Mountain, Southern California

North Central Area: lowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Northern Missouri, South Dakota, Wisconsin-Northern Michigan

South Central Area: Kansas, New Mexico, North Texas.
Oklahoma, South Texas, West Texas

Great Lakes Area: Appalachian, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky,
Michigan, Ohio

Gulf Area: Arkansas. Louisiana, Mississippi, Southern Missouri,
Tennessee

Northeast Area: New Jersey, New York, Northem New England,
Pennsylvania-Delaware, Potomac, Southern New England

Southeast Area: Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Peninsular

"..
Language Area— East Spanish:  Midw

est  Latin - American,

panish Eastern
Language Area — Other: Brazilian, German, Korean, Second Korcan

Puerto Rico, Southeastern Spar

Language Area—Fast Spanish

The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the newly established position of Language Arca — East Spanish. The ballot was cast and the
chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Language Area— East Spanish:

Total votes cast 981
Needed to elect 654
Invalid votes |
Todd W. Clair 127
Ivan De la Torre S5
Saturnino Gonzalez 236
Clemente Maldonado, Jr. 175
Edward Martinez 113
Rafacl Reyes 152
Juan H. Suarez 47
Domingo Valdes 75

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast. and the chairman declared

the voting closed.



The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Language Area—East Spanish:

Total votes cast 1,179
Needed to elect 785
Invalid votes 2
Todd W. Clair 34
Ivan De la Torre 12
Saturnino Gonzalez 937
Clemente Maldonado, Jr. 110
Edward Martinez 20
Rafael Reyes 42
Juan H. Suarez 11
Domingo Valdes Il

Having noted that Saturnino Gonzalez received more than the two-thirds vote required for
an clection, the chairman declared him elected as the first nonresident executive presbyter
from the Language Area—East Spanish.

Saturnino Gonzalez thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve. He expressed his love
and appreciation to his wife, Carmen Abigail, and thanked his church, Iglesia EI Calvario
Assembly of God of Orlando, and his district, Southeastern Spanish. He pledges his loyalty
to the Lord, the general superintendent, and to this Fellowship.

Election of Executive Presbyter—Language Arca—West Spanish
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the newly established position of Language Area—West Spanish. The ballot was cast and the
chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Language Arca—West Spanish:

Total votes cast 1,089
Needed to elect 725
Invalid votes 2
Gustavo Arce 29
Lee Baca 37
Daniel Deleon 106
Saul D. Gonzalez 24
Ruben A. Guajardo, Jr. 21
Gary Jones 125
Jesse Miranda, Jr. 603
Burke J. Montoya 19
Dennis J. Rivera 69
Alfred Vargas 48

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Language Arca—West Spanish:

Total votes cast 1,164
Needed to elect 776
Invalid votes 1



Gustavo Arce 5
Lee Baca 3
Daniel DeLeon 22
Saul D. Gonzalez 7
Ruben A. Guajardo, Jr. 2
Gary Jones 49
Jesse Miranda, Jr. 1.045
Burke J. Montoya 6
Dennis J. Rivera 15
Alfred Vargas 9

Having noted that Jesse Miranda. Jr.. received more than the two-thirds vote required for
an clection, the chairman declared him reelected to the Exccutive Presbytery. He is the first
nonresident executive presbyter from the Language Area —West Spanish.

Jesse Miranda expressed his thankfulness for this vote of confidence. He pledges his
loyalty to this Fellowship.

Election of Executive Presbyter—ILanguage Area—Other
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the Language Arca-—Other. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for exccutive presbyter from the Language Arca— Other:

Total votes cast 1.009
Needed to elect 671
Invalid votes 3
Wan Ki Choi 60
George Davidiuk 37
Myung Nam Kim 637
Nam Soo Kim 72
Danicl J. Miller 94
Petr Novik 45
Lawrence G, Olson 6l

Since there was no election. a second clective ballot was cast. and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second clective
ballot for exccutive presbyter from the Language Arca — Other:

Total votes cast 1.118
Needed to elect 743
Invalid votes 4
Wan Ki Choi 15
George Davidiuk 6
Myung Nam Kim 887
Nam Soo K 178
Daniet 1. Miller 23
Petr Novik |
Lawrence G Olson 4

Recess
The chairman called a brief recess at 4:35 p.m. to meet with the Exceutive Presbytery.

The meeting reconvened at 4:36 p.m.,



Election of Executive Presbyter—Language Area—Other [con’t.|
The chairman declared the second elective vote for executive presbyter from the
Language Area—Other to be invalid. The Parliamentarian Committee informed him that he
failed to introduce the incumbent. The chairman introduced incumbent Nam Soo Kim. The
chair asked for Myung Nam Kim to stand. Myung Nam Kim was not present.

It was discovered that the electronic equipment is malfunctioning for the tally of the
clection. There is a failure in reporting the correct identification numbers. Although Nam
Soo Kim was assigned the number 4, his tally identification number was number 3. Myung
Nam Kim was assigned the number 3; however, his tally identification number was number
4. The error was corrected.

Since the second elective ballot was declared invalid, a new second elective ballot was
cast, and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Language Area—Other:

Total votes cast 1.145
Needed to elect 762
Invalid votes 2
Wan Ki Choi 10
George Davidiuk 4
Myung Nam Kim 61
Nam Soo Kim 1,033
Daniel J. Miller 27
Petr Novik 3

W

Lawrence G. Olson

Having noted that Nam Soo Kim received more than the two-thirds vote required for an
clection, the chairman declared him reelected as the nonresident executive presbyter from the
Language Arca—Other.

Nam Soo Kim was introduced and greeted the body. He expressed the privilege to serve
this body and fellow workers.

Election of Executive Presbyter—Ethnic Fellowship Area
The general superintendent called for the vote of the nonresident executive presbyter for
the Ethnic Fellowship Area. The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Ethnic Fellowship Arca:

Total votes cast 997
Needed to elect 664
Invalid votes 1
Samuel K. Asiedu 31
Michel Beaudouin 6
Malcolm P. Burleigh 89
Moses Cao 53
Yan Sang “Robert™ Chai 14
Joel A. Cornelius 19
Felix Halpern 15
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Cregg Jones 13

Victor Joseph 20
Nilo (Jaren) Lapasaran, Jr 22
Rudolf A. Lolowang 9
John E. Maracle 480
Filimone Mau 8
Michael Nelson 29
Nicky Pop 35
George A. Rafidi 33
Jimmy G. Schwyhart 30
Wade Southerland 32
K.P. Titus 28
Isikeli V. Tuirabe 9
Talosaga Vanilau 21

Since there was no election, a sccond elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report on the second elective
ballot for executive presbyter from the Ethnic Fellowship Area:

Total votes cast 1,082
Needed to elect 721
Invalid votes 1
Samuel K. Asiedu 10
Michel Beaudouin 3
Malcolm P. Burleigh 28
Moses Cao 11
Yan Sang “Robert”™ Chai 1
Joel A. Cornelius 3
Felix Halpern 4
Cregg Jones 2
Victor Joseph 2
Nilo (Jaren) Lapasaran, Jr. 6
Rudolf A. Lolowang 1
John E. Maracle 970
Filimone Mau 4
Michael Nelson 4
Nicky Pop 8
George A. Rafidi 8
Jimmy G. Schwyhart 2
Wade Southerland 4
K. P. Titus 3
Isikeli V. Tuirabe 2
Talosaga Vanilau 5

Having noted that John E. Maracle received more than the two-thirds vote required for an
clection, the chairman declared him reelected as the nonresident executive presbyter from the
Ethnic Fellowship Area.

John E. Maracle expressed his thanks for the opportunity to serve in this capacity.
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Election of Executive Presbyter—Additional Representation—
Ordained Female )
The general superintendent called for the vote of the historical first-time election nt‘l‘hc
nonresident executive presbyter for additional representation for the ordained female. The
chairman announced the following nominees as selected by the General Presbytery:
Deborah M. Gill
A. Elizabeth Grant
Linda Stamps-Dissmore
Jane L. Wead

The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective
ballot for the additional representative executive presbyter for ordained female:

Total votes cast 1.139
Needed to elect 759
Invalid votes 1
Deborah M. Gill 308
A. Elizabeth Grant 476
Linda Stamps-Dissmore 210
Jane L. Wead 144

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the second eclective
ballot for the additional representative executive presbyter for ordained female:

Total votes cast 1,154
Needed to elect 769
Invalid votes 1
Deborah M. Gill 279
A. Elizabeth Grant 743
Linda Stamps-Dissmore 95
Jane L. Wead 36

Since there was no election, a third elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared the
voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the third clective
ballot for the additional representative executive presbyter for ordained female:

Total votes cast 1,119
Needed to elect 745
Invalid votes 2
Deborah M. Gill 133
A. Elizabeth Grant 940
Linda Stamps-Dissmore 31
Jane L. Wead 13

Having noted that A. Elizabeth Grant received more than the two-thirds vote required for
an clection, the chairman declared her elected as the nonresident additional representative
executive presbyter for ordained female for a 2-year term to expire in 201 1.

Beth Grant expressed her thanks to God, and noted that at this moment we have 100 years
of courageous women who went to the ends of the carth with only the call of God. She asked
for the prayers of the body for herself and her husband, as the word spouse is taking on new
meaning.
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Election of Executive Presbyter—Additional Representation—
Ordained Pastor Under 40 Years of Age
The general superintendent called for the vote of the historical first-time election of the
nonresident executive presbyter for additional representation for the ordained pastor under 40
vears of age. The chairman announced the following nominees as selected by the General
Presbytery:

Paul Espimoza

R. Bryan Jarrett

Brad (W. Bradley) Leach
Darryl E. Wootton

The ballot was cast and the chairman declared the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the first elective ballot for

the additional representative executive presbyter for ordained pastor under 40 years of age:
Total votes cast 1,105
Needed to clect 736
Invahd votes |
Paul Espinoza 97
R. Bryan Jarrett S09
Brad (W. Bradley) Leach 284
Darryl E. Wootton 214

Since there was no election, a second elective ballot was cast, and the chairman declared
the voting closed.

The chairman of the Tellers Committee gave the following report of the second elective
ballot for the additional representative executive presbyter for ordained pastor under 40 years
of age:

Total votes cast 1.095
Needed to elect 730
Invalid votes 1
Paul Espinoza 18
R. Bryan Jarrett 862
Brad (W. Bradley) Leach 149
Darryl E. Wootton 65

Having noted that R. Bryan Jarrett received more than the two-thirds vote required for an
clection, the chairman declared him elected as the nonresident additional representative executive
presbyter for ordained pastor under 40 years of age for a 2-year term to expire in 2011,

Bryan Jarrett L\PFL\\L(I his appreciation to the North Texas District Council for being
selected as its nominee, to past and present Assemblies of God leadership who prepared him
for this assignment, to his wife, Haley, and his church, Northplace Church of the Assemblies
of God, Sachse, Texas. He is indebted to the church and to this body and is honored to be a
part of history.

Expression of Appreciation to the Tellers Committee
Roland J. Carlson, chairman of the Tellers Committee, expressed his thanks to the
chairman and the body. He also expressed his thanks to the national office personnel who
assist him in this assignment.

The chairman expressed his appreciation to Roland Carlson for having served in this
capacity for the past 10 General Councils.
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Resolution 34. Honorary General Presbyter

Walter L. Davis

The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 34. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 34 as follows:

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

Walter L. Davis has served the Mississippi District Council Assemblies of
God for 22 years as superintendent; and

He served at the district level 34 years of the 45 years he has ministered in
the Mississippi District; and

He served as pastor of various churches in the Mississippi District; and

He served for 30 years as a member of the General Presbytery: and

Walter L. Davis meets all the General Council Bylaws qualifications for
recognition as an honorary general presbyter; and

Article IX, Section 3, paragraph h, page 91, of the General Council
Constitution makes provision for persons with such a distinctive history to
be chosen as an honorary presbyter of The General Council of the
Assemblies of God; therefore, be it

That Walter L. Davis be clected by this General Council to the position of
honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblies of God.

Resolution 35. Honorary General Presbyter—R. Kenneth George
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 35. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 35 as follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

R. Kenneth George has served the New Mexico District Council with
honor and distinction as assistant superintendent for 12 years and as its
district superintendent for 16 years; and

He has made significant contributions not only to the New Mexico
District, but also to the ongoing ministry of The General Council of the
Assemblies of God through his service on the General Presbytery for 28
years and on various boards, committees, and special assignments; and

His years of service include serving with distinction on the Board of
Regents of Southwestern Assemblies of God University and on the Board
of American Indian College; and

He has been a faithful and dedicated servant leader to the churches and
ministries of the New Mexico District and has demonstrated a life of
integrity, wisdom, and compassion; and

R. Kenneth George meets all the General Council Bylaws qualifications
for recognition as an honorary general presbyter; and

Article IX, Section 3, paragraph h, page 91, of the General Council Constitution
makes provision for persons with such a distinctive history to be chosen as
an honorary presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblies of God:
therefore, be it

That R. Kenneth George be clected by this General Council to the position
of honorary general presbyter of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God.

Resolution 33. Central Latin American District Name Change
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 33. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 33 as follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

A district council has the prerogative of determining the proper name of
the district council; and
The Central Latin American District Council was given its current name
when the Latin American District divided: and
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WHEREAS. 1t is the desire of the Central Latin American District to change its name to
Central District Council; therefore be it
RESOLVED. That General Council Bylaws. Article 1l Section 2, paragraph ¢, (2),
Language Area—Spanish, page 98, which presently reads:
Language Area— Spanish: Central Latin American, Gulf Latin
American,  Midwest  Latin - American, Northern Pacific  Latin
American,  Southern Pacific  Latin  American,  Puerto  Rico,
Southeastern Spanish, Spanish Eastern
Be amended to read:
Language Area— Spanish: Central Latin-—Amertean, Gulf Latin
American, Midwest  Latin - American, Northern  Pacific  Latin
American,  Southern  Pacific  Latin - American,  Puerto  Rico.
Southeastern Spanish, Spanish Eastern

Resolution 17. General Treasurer’s Semiannual Report
he Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 17. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 17 as follows:

WHEREAS,  Historically. the general treasurer’s office provided semiannual reports of
ministers” contributions for the support of Headquarters to district offices
for review: and

WHEREAS,  The Division of the Treasury no longer submits semiannual reports of
ministers” contributions for the support of Headquarters to district offices:
and

WHEREAS,  Notification of ministers™ contributions for the support of Headquarters is
now provided to ministers and districts at the end of the year by means of
the credential renewal process: therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws, Article VII. MINISTRY. Section 10.
Credential Renewals and Reinstatements. f. Support of Headquarters, page
118, which reads:

f. Support of Headquarters. The work of The General Council of
the Assemblies of God. in its program of developing the spirit of
cooperation and fellowship in U.S. and world missions fields, incurs
considerable expense, including the financial support of the
executive officers and offices.

Ordained ministers should recognize their obligation to contribute
S20 per month ($240 per year) from their tithes, or as an offering.
Licensed ministers should contribute $15 per month (S180 per vear).
and certified ministers should contribute $7.50 per month ($90 per
year). All who can are strongly urged to give more than the suggested
amount, cither personally or through the assemblies they pastor.

Compliance with the above requirements shall be a prerequisite
for renewal of credentials  of all active mmisters. [f their
contributions are in arrears, they shall be given opportunity to mect
this deficit with their renewal.

The general treasurer’s office shall submit to the respective district
offices a semiannual report of ministers” contributions for the support of
Headquarters. Each district shall make this information available to 1ts
ministers by any of the following methods:

(a) Collectively, through district publications.
(b) Individually. through personal letters.
(¢) Through any other media selected by the district.

The districts shall carefully analyze the annual report of cach
minister and, in their knowledge of local situations, determine if he
or she has been voluntarily cooperating with the General Council
financial program.
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Be amended to read: )

f. Support of Headquarters. The work of The General Council of

the Assemblies of God, in its program of developing the spirit of

cooperation and fellowship in U.S. and world missions fields, incurs

considerable expense, including the financial support of the
executive officers and offices.

Ordained ministers should recognize their obligation to contribute
$20 per month ($240 per year) from their tithes, or as an offering.
Licensed ministers should contribute $15 per month (S180 per year),
and certified ministers should contribute $7.50 per month ($90 per
year). All who can are strongly urged to give more than the suggested
amount, either personally or through the assemblies they pastor.

Compliance with the above requirements shall be a prerequisite
for renewal of credentials of all active ministers. If their
contributions are in arrears, they shall be given opportunity to meet
this deficit with their renewal.

e general treasurer’s office shall subnnt to the respective- distriet
offices a sermannual report of ninisters” contributions for the support of
Headquarters. Fach district shall make this information avaable to us
mnisters by any o the following methods:

(a) Collectively. ~through dMﬂt—l—P{MK:dhOﬂﬁ
(b Individually, th
() Fhrough-any other- media selected- bw&he{hs&nek

The-distriets—shall— carefully analyzethe—annual-report—of each
nnmle;«»m#m#yapkﬁﬂw#eég&ﬁ%edl%am—de&emme i he
m—~he—hd~rhee» voluntardy cooperating with the General Council
fine

Resolution 16. Assemblies of God Total Giving Credit

for Support of Satellite Churches

The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 16. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 16 as follows:

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

Church planting is a high priority in the Assemblies of God: and

Strong sovereign churches need to be encouraged to parent new churches,
including satellite churches; and

Other church-planting methods receive Total Giving Credit, and a need
exists to provide Total Giving Credit for the support of satellite churches;
and

The Executive Presbytery appointed a committee to study and review the
granting of Total Giving Credit to parent churches of satellite churches: and
The Executive Presbytery adopted a resolution recommending that Assemblies
of God Total Giving Credit be given to parent churches for satellite startup
costs, up to 6 months, including property (facilities and equipment), promotion,
and personnel (pastoral selection and moving expenses); therefore, be it
That General Council Bylaws, Article VI. ASSEMBLIES, Section 2. c.
Assemblies of God Total Giving (3) Credit, page 108, which reads:

(3) Credit. Assemblies of God Total Giving recognition shall provide
credit to Assemblies of God churches for contributions to the Fellowship
Partners plan for support of the General Council; Assemblies of God
World Missions, Assemblies of God U.S. Missions, Benevolences
Ministries, Christian Higher Education (including educational institutions),
Church Ministries (including men’s, women’s, music, youth, and senior
adults), General Administration (including executive and Spiritual Life
offices), other General Council, regional, and district-sponsored or
approved projects. Contributions from districts other than where a
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a district-approved project is located can be granted Assemblies of God
Total Giving credit only if the district where the contribution originates
gives its approval and if the contribution is channeled through that
district or national Headquarters. It is expected that the national division
or department related to a given project will be notified of approved
projects. It is also understood that no district or region may receive
Assemblies of God Total Giving credit for projects  specifically
disapproved by the General Council.

Be amended to read:

G. Robert Cook, Ir., executive vice president of The Alliance for

(3) Credit. Assemblies of God Total Giving recognition shall provide
credit to Assemblies of God churches for contributions to the Fellowship
Partners plan for support of the General Council; Assemblies of God World
Missions, Assemblies of God U.S. Missions, Benevolences Ministries,
Christian Higher Education (including educational institutions), Church
Ministries (including men’s, women’s, music, youth, and senior adults),
General Administration (including executive and Spiritual Life offices).
other General Council, L“l()lldl and district-sponsored or approved
prmul\ _and parent chu or satellite startup costs, up to 6 months,
and _cquipment), promotion, personncl

including property (faciliti
(pastoral sclection and moving expenses). Contributions from districts

other than where a district-approved project is located can be granted
Assemblies of God Total Giving credit only if the district where the
contribution originates gives its approval and if the contribution is
channeled through that district or national Headquarters. It is expected
that the national division or department related to a given project will be
notified of approved projects. It is also understood that no district or
region may receive Assemblies of God Total Giving credit for projects
specifically disapproved by the General Council.

Delta Alpha Distinguished Educator Awards
Assemblies of God

Higher Education, presented the Delta Alpha Distinguished Educator Awards. The following
resolution was presented:

Steven M. Fettke

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED.,

RESOLVED,

The Reverend Doctor Steven M. Fettke has distinguished himself i our
Fellowship by consistent excellence in teaching and has made an outstanding
contribution and lifetime commitment to Christian Higher Education in the
Assemblies of God: and
Doctor Fettke has served the Lord as a Faculty Member at Southeastern
University from 1979 to the present, seventeen years as Chair of the Bible
Department, and two years as Chair of the Religion Department, and has been
nominated by the Southeastern University Board of Directors for national
recognition by the Assemblies of God; and
Doctor Fettke, having met the criteria of Service, Scholarship, Teaching, and
Character, was clected by The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education in session May 21, 2009, to receive the Delta Alpha Distinguished
Educator Award; therefore, be 1t
That the Executive Presbytery of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God, in session June 2-3, 2009, recognizes Doctor Steven M. Fettke as a
distinguished educator in our Fellowship and expresses sincere appreciation
for his faithful and excellent service to the Church; and, be it further
That the Executive Presbytery express thanks to our Lord who appointed
Doctor Fettke among those teachers given to the Church “for the equipping of’
the saints for the work of ministry,” (Ephesians 4:12); and, be it further
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RESOLVED, That this resolution be read publicly by a representative of the Executive
Presbytery on the occasion of The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education Luncheon, August 5. 2009, Orlando, Florida.

Robert Cook recognized Rebecca Huechteman as second recipient of the Delta Alpha
Distinguished Educators Award. The following resolution was presented:

Rebecca Huechteman

WHEREAS, The Doctor Rebecca Huechteman has distinguished herself in our Fellow ship
by consistent excellence in teaching and has made an outstanding contribution
and lifetime commitment to Christian Higher Education in the Assemblies of
God; and

WHEREAS, Doctor Huechteman has served the Lord as a Faculty Member at Evangel
University from 1978 to the present; Education Department Chair from 1995-
2008, holds lifetime Teacher Certification with the State of Missouri, and has
been nominated by the Evangel University Board of Directors for national
recognition by the Assemblies of God: and

WHEREAS, Doctor Huechteman, having met the criteria of Service, Scholarship,
Teaching, and Character, was clected by the Alliance for Assemblies of God
Higher Education in session May 21, 2009, to receive the Delta Alpha
Distinguished Educator Award: therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Executive Presbytery of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God, in session June 2-3, 2009, recognizes Doctor Rebecca Huechteman as a
distinguished educator in our Fellowship and expresses sincere appreciation
for her faithful and excellent service to the Church; and. be it further

RESOLVED, That the Executive Presbytery express thanks to our Lord who appointed
Doctor Huechteman among those teachers given to the Church “for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry,” (Ephesians 4:12); and, be it
further

RESOLVED, That this resolution be read publicly by a representative of the Executive
Presbytery on the occasion of The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education Luncheon, August 5, 2009, Orlando, Florida.

A third recipient for the Delta Alpha Distinguished Educators Award was Glen W.
Menzies. The following resolution was presented:

Glen W. Menzies

WHEREAS, The Reverend Doctor Glen Menzies has distinguished himself in our
Fellowship by consistent excellence in teaching and has made an outstanding
contribution and lifetime commitment to Christian Higher Education in the
Assemblies of God: and

WHEREAS, Doctor Menzies has served the Lord as a Faculty Member at North Central
University from 1982 to the present, Chair of the Pastoral Ministries Department
from 2002-2005, and Chair of the Department of Bible and Theology from 2005-
Present, and has been nominated by North Central University Board of Directors
for national recognition by the Assemblies of God: and

WHEREAS, Doctor Menzies, having met the criteria of Service, Scholarship. Teaching.
and Character, was clected by The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education in session May 21, 2009, to receive the Delta Alpha Distinguished
Educator Award: therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Executive Presbytery of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God, in session June 2-3, 2009, recognizes Doctor Glen Menzies as a
distinguished educator in our Fellowship and expresses sincere appreciation
for his faithful and excellent service to the Church: and, be it further
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RESOLVED, That the Executive Presbytery express thanks to our Lord who appointed
Doctor Menzies among those teachers given to the Church “for the equipping
of the saints for the work of ministry,” (Ephesians 4:12); and. be it further

RESOLVED, That this resolution be read publicly by a representative of the Executive
Presbytery on the occasion of The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education Luncheon, August 5, 2009, Orlando, Florida.

Omicron Alpha Distinguished Administrator Awards
G. Robert Cook, Jr., executive vice president of The Alliance for Assemblies of God
Higher Education, presented the Distinguished Administrator Award. He recognized Byron
D. Klaus and Donald G. Meyer as recipients of the Omicron Alpha Distinguished
Administrator Award. The following resolutions were presented:

Byron D. Klaus

WHEREAS,  The Reverend Doctor Byron D. Klaus has distinguished himself in our
Fellowship as an excellent college admimstrator and faculty member, and has
made an outstanding contribution and lifetime commitment to Christian
Higher Education in the Assemblies of God: and

WHEREAS.  Doctor Klaus served the Lord as a Faculty Member at Vanguard University
from 1980-1999, Associate Dean of Graduate Studies of Vanguard University
from 1985-1990, President of The Assemblies of God Theological Seminary
from 1999-Present, and has been nominated by the Assemblies of God
Theological Seminary Board of Directors for national recognition by the
Assemblies of God; and

WHEREAS,  Doctor Klaus, having met the criteria of Service, Scholarship. Administration,
and Character, was clected by The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education in session May 21, 2009, to receive the Omicron Alpha
Distinguished Administrator Award; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Exccutive Presbytery of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God, in session June 2-3, 2009, recognizes Doctor Byron D. Klaus as having
been a distinguished administrator in our Fellowship and expresses sincere
appreciation for his faithful and excellent service to the Church: and, be it
further

RESOLVED. That the Executive Presbytery express thanksgiving to our Lord who
appointed Doctor Klaus among those with gifts of administration and
leadership (1 Corinthians 12:28, Romans 12:8): and, be it further

RESOLVED, That this resolution be read publicly by a representative of the Executive
Presbytery on the occasion of The Alliance for Assemblics of God Higher
Education Luncheon. August 5, 2009, Orlando, Florida.

Donald G. Mever

WHEREAS, The Reverend Doctor Donald G. Meyer has distinguished himself in our
Fellowship as an excellent college administrator and faculty member, and has
made an outstanding contribution and lifetime commitment to Christian
Higher Education in the Assemblies of God; and

WHEREAS,  Doctor Meyer served the Lord as a Faculty Member at North Central Bible
College from 1976-1979, Vice President of Academic Affairs at North Central
Bible College from 1979-1996, Interim Academic Dean at Continental Theological
Seminary Fall 1996, President of Valley Forge Christian College from 1997-
Present, and has been nominated by the Valley Forge Chrnistian College Board of
Directors for national recognition by the Assemblies of God; and

WHEREAS,  Doctor Meyer, having met the criteria of Service, Scholarship, Administration,
and Character, was elected by The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education n session May 21, 2009, to receive the Omicron Alpha Distinguished
Administrator Award; therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, That the Executive Presbytery of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God, in session June 2-3, 2009, recognizes Doctor Donald Meyer as having been a
distinguished administrator in our Fellowship and expresses sincere appreciation
for his faithful and excellent service to the Church: and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the Executive Presbytery express thanksgiving to our Lord who
appointed Doctor Meyer among those with gifts of administration and
leadership (1 Corinthians 12:28, Romans 12:8); and, be it further

RESOLVED, That this resolution be read publicly by a representative of the Executive
Presbytery on the occasion of The Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher
Education Luncheon, August 5, 2009, Orlando, Florida.

Resolution 20. Human Trafficking

The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 20 and moved its adoption.

It was moved and seconded that Resolution 20 be amended by removing the reference
NIV from the resolution. The motion lost.

A motion to adopt Resolution 20 carried. Resolution 20 as adopted follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

The Assemblies of God recognizes biblical guidelines that support human
rights for all people regardless of their race, sex, creed. nationality,
economic status, born or unborn; and

The Bible teaches that all people are created by God and in His image (Genesis
1:26,27), therefore demonstrating the sanctity and value of life (Psalm 8:4.5); and
Sins against our fellowman that demean, abuse, devalue, destroy. and
enslave in any form are unjust; and

Sins against our fellowman are sins against God (Matthew 25:40), who
created humankind in His image; and

Human trafficking is an issue that is confronting the Church and American
society today; and

Human trafficking continues to confront people in other countries, as
human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery, using force, fraud, and
coercion to achieve the exploitation of victims, especially for purposes of
sexual exploitation; and

Evidence of 27 million people (80 percent women, 50 percent children)
are victims of human trafficking; and

14,500-17,500 such victims are trafficked into the United States cach
year, with an estimate of 800,000 trafficked annually across international
borders worldwide; and

The average age of a girl in the United States forced into the sex trade is
14, and can be as young as 8 internationally; and

Human trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation is a multibillion
dollar industry, and linked to criminal activity and pornography: and
Without Jesus Christ, these women and children remain lost and without
hope of spiritual freedom; and

No current position paper or perspectives statement in the Constitution or
Bylaws of The General Council of the Assemblies of God exists to reflect
our common biblical understanding regarding human trafficking; and

The General Council Constitution, Article [1l. PREROGATIVES, ¢, page 84,
states we are “'to respond to human need with ministries of compassion™; and
our position and perspectives statement address abortion;  poor: abuse:
suffering; porography: HIV/AIDS; euthanasia; and racism; (all of which are
exacerbated by human trafficking), but is presently silent on the historic and
pressing issue of human trafficking: therefore, be it
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RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED.

That the following statement be adopted by this General Council in

session in Orlando, Florida, August 4-7, 2009:
The Assemblies of God strongly affirms that an essential part of the
gospel ministry is to “proclaim freedom for the prisoners™ and to “release
the oppressed™ both spiritually and physically (Luke 4:18,19, NIV). We
are to be imitators of the Lord in His concern for the afflicted and
oppressed (Psalm 10:14-18) and are commanded to “speak up for those
who cannot speak for themselves™ (Proverbs 31:8.9). We therefore
strongly condemn the sin of human trafficking in all forms and among all
people, especially those which oppress the most vulnerable among us
(women and children) for the purposes of sexual exploitation;

And, be it further

That The General Council of the Assemblies of God calls for an abolition

of slavery in every form. We will partner with the work of the Holy Spirit,

asking Christ to empower us and give us courage to actively confront the

sin of human trafficking and we call for repentance and the application of

Justice and opposition to the people and organizations responsible for

human trafficking: and, be it further

That we call on our churches, both corporately and individually, to pray
about and seck ways to minister to the enslaved and lead them into the
fullness of life and freedom in Christ; and, be it further

That the Executive Presbytery take action by tasking the Commission on
Doctrinal Purity to study and develop a position paper and perspectives
statement for adoption and distribution to our districts and churches that
can be used as a resource and teaching document.

Resolution 14. Amending Bylaws at General Council
A motion was made to bring Resolution 14 to the floor. A second was not entertained.

The chairman reported that the General Presbytery has withdrawn sponsorship of
Resolution 14 and referred the matter to a study committee to be appointed by the Exccutive

Presbytery.

Resolution 11. Dual Credentials

The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 11, A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 11 as follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

It is required that an individual who applies for ministry credentials with

The General Council of the Assemblies of God relinquish his’her

ministerial credentials with any other organization; and

An exception to hold dual credentials is provided for a minister serving as

a missionary in this country, who holds a credential with a member body

of the World Assemblies of God Fellowship: and

There are unique cases in which it would be advantageous for an

individual to hold credentials with The General Council of the Assemblics

of God and another ministerial credentialing body: therefore, be it

That General Council Bylaws, Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 2. Basic

Qualifications, m. Ministers from other organizations (10), page 112,

which currently reads:
m. Ministers from other organizations. (10). Ministers who receive
Assemblies  of  God recognition shall  relinquish  their  ministerial
credentials with any other organization, unless an exception is granted by
the General Council Credentials Committee upon recommendation of a
district council credentials committee for a munister serving as a
missionary in this country who holds a credential with a member body of
the World Assemblies of God Fellowship.
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Be amended to read:

m. Ministers from other organizations. (10). Ministers who receive
Assemblies of God recognition shall relinquish their ministerial
credentials with any other organization, unless an exception is granted by
the General Council Credentials Committee upon recommendation of a
district council credentials committee for a minister serving as a
missionary in this country who holds a credential with a member body of
the World Assemblies of God Fellowship, or in special and/or unique
cases as determined by the General Council Credentials Committee.

Resolution 29. Late and Reinstatement Fees

The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 29 and moved its adoption.

It was moved and seconded that Resolution 29 be amended by a substitute motion to strike

the words “as determined by the General Presbytery’

*and inserting the amount of “$50 in place of

$25 and inserting the amount of “$100™ in place of $50 where indicated. The motion carried.

A motion to adopt Resolution 29 carried. Resolution 29 as adopted follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

Increasing costs are being incurred by district councils and the General Council
for the processing of delinquent and lapsed credential renewals; and

There have been no increases in the late fee ($25) and the reinstatement
fee ($50) since 1981; therefore, be it

That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 10.
Credential Renewals and Reinstatements, paragraph c. Grace Period until
January 15, page 117, which presently reads:

¢. Grace period until January 15. All who have not renewed
their fellowship certificates by mail postmarked on or before
December 31 shall be considered delinquent. They shall be required
to pay a late fee of $25 up until January 15, to be divided equally
between the district and General Council.

Be amended to read:

¢. Grace period until January 15. All who have not renewed
their fellowship certificates by—mat postmarked on or before
December 31 shall be considered delinquent. They shall be required
to pay a late fee of $50 $25 up until January 15, to be divided
equally between the district and General Council.

And, be it further

That General Council Bylaws Article VIL. MINISTRY, Section 10.
Credential Renewals and Reinstatements, paragraph d. Reinstatement of
lapsed minister, page 117, which presently reads:

d. Reinstatement of lapsed minister. Ministers whose renewal
applications are not postmarked by January 15 shall be recorded as
lapsed as of December 31. They must make application for
reinstatement and pay a nonrefundable fee of $50, to be divided
Lqually between the district and the General Council. These
ministers shall not be subject to the minimal time lapse required of
those whose credentials have been terminated for other causes.

Be amended to read:

d. Reinstatement of lapsed minister. Ministers whose rencewal
applications are not postmarked by January 15 shall be recorded as lapsed
as of December 31. They must make application for reinstatement and pay
a nonrefundable fee of $100 $50, to be divided equally between the district
and the General Council. These ministers shall not be subject to the
minimal time lapse required of those whose credentials have been
terminated for other causes.

And, be it further
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RESOLVED. That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY. Section 10.
Credential Renewals and Reinstatements, paragraph e. Reinstatement of
other than dismissed minister, page 118, which presently reads:

e. Reinstatement of other than dismissed minister. When a
minister who 1s a member of our Fellowship is removed from our
rolls for any cause, except failure to renew and dismissal. and shall
apply for reinstatement, he or she shall not be eligible for
reinstatement until at least 6 months have elapsed after his or her
name has been stricken from our list of ministers. The application
must be made in the district where the minister resides and be
accompanied with a nonrefundable fee of $50 to be divided between
the district and the General Council. (See Bylaws, Article X,
Scction 12, paragraph b, for reinstatement of dismissed minister.)
Be amended to read:
e. Reinstatement of other than dismissed minister. When a minister
who is a member of our Fellowship is removed from our rolls for any
cause, except failure to renew and dismussal, and shall apply for
reinstatement, he or she shall not be eligible for reinstatement until at
least 6 months have elapsed after his or her name has been stricken
from our list of ministers. The application must be made in the district
where the minister resides and be accompanied with a nonrefundable
fee of $100 $56 to be divided between the district and the General
Council. (See Bylaws, Article X, Section 12. paragraph b, for
reinstatement of dismissed minister.)
And, be 1t further
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article X. DISCIPLINE, Section 12.
Reinstatement of Credentials, paragraph ¢. Remstatement fee, page 131,
which presently reads:
e. Reinstatement fee. When applying for reinstatement the minister
must include a $50 remstatement fee with the application to be divided
cqually between the district council and the General Council.

Be amended to read:
e. Reinstatement fee. When applying for reinstatement the minister
must include a S100 $56 reinstatement fee with the application to be
divided cqually between the district council and the General Council.

Recess
The meeting recessed at 5:33 p.m. Prayer: Glen D. Cole.

WEDNESDAY EVENING—AUGUST 5

The Wednesday service of the 53" General Council began at 7 p.m. in the Orange County
Convention Center in Orlando, Florida.  The event was designed as a high-cnergy vouth
rally, and the adults had a free evening for fellowship and were invited to attend the Eurasia
Experience—A Journcy Around the World—giving a view of the sights, sounds, and people
of Eurasia, sponsored by Assemblies of God World Missions.

Jeff Deyo and Band, Franklin, Tennessce, opened the service by leading an extended
time of worship. Tony Dungy. the 2007 Super Bowl winning coach and author of the book.
Uncommon, shared accounts of high school students who dared to be different. He
encouraged students to follow Christ and not the crowd.



The speaker for the evening was Jay Mooney. national Youth Ministries director. His
message was titled “Uncommon Cause,” with a focus on more than youth ministry. He
called for students to be “youth IN ministry for the cause of Jesus Christ.”™ He challenged the
youth and adults in attendance by offering the four “nevers™ for leading students. Never do
for a student what a student can do for herself or himself—let them be disciplined Icarners.
Never make a student believe he or she is too young for the cause and never make adults feel
they are too old. Never short-sell to any generation what the Bible declares for every
generation, specifically, Pentecost. And, never delete a Bible mandate from a generation
because a person of another generation doesn’t believe he or she will get it.  He also
challenged students from 1 Corinthians 4:2, “Now it is required that those who have been
given a trust must prove faithful.” He called students to step up and step out to be disciples
of Jesus Christ above all other things.

The meeting closed with the students accepting Mooney's challenge to get serious about
being a disciplined learner of Jesus Christ and committing whatever they do to the glory and
cause of Jesus. The students committed to being ready and willing to be “youth IN
ministry.”

THURSDAY MORNING—AUGUST 6

Memorial Breakfast and Service

The Memorial Breakfast and Service was held at the Peabody Hotel for family members
of those who have lost a loved one during this past biennium. General Superintendent
George O. Wood opened the service by giving greetings and offering prayer for the family
members and spouses of those who have lost a loved one. He introduced the Memorial
Scroll, a video scroll listing the names of 796 ministers who have passed away since the last
meeting of the General Council.  Guest pianist, Dr. William DeSanto, professor at Valley
Forge Christian College, provided music for the breakfast.

Speaker James T. Bradford, general secretary, encouraged surviving family members to
embrace their loved ones” legacies-—and to pass on those legacies to future generations. He
expressed that the Assemblies of God would look dramatically different if these leaders had
not remained steadfast and faithful to God’s call on their lives. Their sacrifices, risks,
prayers, and labor were not in vain—it was labor that lasts. He shared that the names on the
Memorial Scroll represent about 40,000 accumulated years of ministry.

The names of those honored on the Memorial Scroll appear at the end of the minutes of
the General Council on page 79.

Communion Service
The Communion Service was held at the Orange County Convention Center. L. Alton
Garrison, assistant general superintendent, opened the service with prayer and introduced
Tom Matrone, music director at Central Assembly of God, Springficld. Missouri, who led in
worship, along with Bridgett and Chresten Tomlin, Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the worship band
from First Assembly of God, Fort Myers, Florida.

The Memorial Scroll was shown in memory of 796 credentialed ministers who have passed
away during the past 2 years. During the playing of the Memorial Scroll. music was provided by
the Burchfield Brothers from Nashville, Tennessee. Following the playing of the scroll, a moment
of silence was observed, and James T. Bradford, general secretary. led in prayer.

General Superintendent George O. Wood presided during the Communion service.  He
was assisted by members of the Executive Presbytery and General Presbytery.
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L. John Bueno, exccutive director of Assemblies of God World Missions, introduced the
speaker. an unnamed pastor of a church in the Middle East, who has spent time in prison for
his ministry, and who daily faces risks and threats. He offered words of encouragement to
fellow believers. He shared that God wants to give each one a dream and a vision of what He
can do in us and through us. He offered four thoughts on responding to the dreams God
places in our lives. Believe in the dream, even when you don’t see it. Obey the Lord, even
when you don’t understand His orders. Persist. even when you feel like giving up. And trust
God. even if you don’t receive your promise. Drawing on the list of the faithful in Hebrews
11, he reminded all that not all will see God’s promises fulfilled in their lifetime, but that
isn’t a reason to give up and quit.

Following the message. the general superintendent received a special offering for the
speaker’s ministry in the Middle East. The offertory was provided by Bridgett and Chresten
Tomlin, and the worship band from First Assembly of God, Fort Myers, Florida, under the
direction of Tom Matrone. Thomas E. Trask, former general superintendent, offered a special
prayer for the Executive Leadership Team and the newly elected executive presbyters.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON-—AUGUST 6

Business Session
James T. Bradford, general secretary, opened the meeting with greetings and prayer. The
general superintendent called the business session to order at 2 p.m. The chair called for the
report of the Roster Committee. Since it was not ready, the chairman declared the meeting
will operate from Wednesday’s roster until the new report is ready.

Resolution 1. Fourth Reason For Being
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 1 and moved its adoption.

It was moved and seconded that Resolution | be amended by adding the NIV reference.
The motion lost.

The motion to adopt Resolution 1 lost. Resolution 1 as presented follows:

WHEREAS,  The General Council at its August 2005 meeting in Denver, Colorado, amended
the Constitution, Article 11 PREROGATIVES, by the addition of line ¢:
¢. To respond to human need with ministries of compassion; and
WHEREAS. At its meeting on January 27.28, 2009, the Executive Presbytery adopted
the report from the Commission on Doctrinal Purity recommending an
amendment of the Constitution to include a fourth reason for being: and
WHEREAS.  The purpose of Jesus’ ministry may be summarized that He came to: (1)
glorify God. (2) seck and save the lost, (3) make disciples, and (4)
demonstrate His love and compassion for the world: and
The fourth reason for being is presently absent from our governance
documents; and
WHEREAS.  The function of the body of Christis to follow the will of its Head: and
WHEREAS.  Adding a fourth reason for being in our governance documents will align our
mission more exactly to that of our Lord while also accurately reflecting what
the Assemblies of God is presently engaged in: therefore, be it
RESOLVED. That General Council Constitution. CONSTITUTIONAL DECLARATION,
WE BELIEVE, paragraph 1. page 83, which reads:
That God’s purpose concerning man is (1) to seek and to save that
which is lost, (2) to be worshiped by man, and (3) to build a body of
believers in the image of His Son.

WHEREAS
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RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

Be amended to read:
That God’s purpose concerning man is (1) to seek and to save that
which is lost, (2) to be worshiped by man, and (3) to build a body of
believers in the image of His Son, and (4) to demonstrate His love
and compassion for all the world.

And, be it further

That General Council Constitution, CONSTITUTIONAL DECLARATION,

WE BELIEVE, paragraph 5, page 83, which reads:
That the priority reason-for-being of the Assemblies of God is to be an
agency of God for evangelizing the world, to be a corporate body in
which man may worship God, and to be a channel of God’s purpose to
build a body of saints being perfected in the image of His Son.

Be amended to read:
That the priority reason for being of the Assemblies of God is to be
an agency of God for evangelizing the world, to be a corporate body
in which man may worship God, and to be a channel of God’s
purpose to build a body of saints being perfected in the image of
His Son, and to be a people who demonstrate God’s love and
compassion for all the world.

And, be it further

That  General Council Constitution,  Article  IV.  PRINCIPLES  FOR

FELLOWSHIP, paragraph 1, page 84, which reads:
The Assemblies of God shall represent, as nearly as possible, the
body of Christ as described in the New Testament. It shall recognize
the principles inherent in the Body as also inherent in this
Fellowship, particularly the principles of unity, cooperation, and
cequality. It recognizes that these principles will enable it to achieve
its priority reason-for-being as an agency of God for evangelizing
the world, as a corporate body in which man may worship God, and
as a channel of God’s purpose to build a body of saints being
perfected in the image of His Son.

Be amended to read:
The Assemblies of God shall represent, as nearly as possible, the
body of Christ as described in the New Testament. It shall recognize
the principles inherent in the Body as also inherent in this
Fellowship, particularly the principles of unity, cooperation, and
equality. It recognizes that these principles will enable it to achieve
its priority reason for being as an agency of God for evangelizing
the world. as a corporate body in which man may worship God, and
as a channel of God’s purpose to build a body of saints being
perfected in the image of His Son, and to be a people who
demonstrate God’s love and compassion for all the world.

And, be it further

That General Council Constitution, Article V. STATEMENT OF

FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS, Section 10. The Church and Its Mission,

pages 87-88, which reads:

The Church is the body of Christ, the habitation of God through
the Spirit, with divine appointments for the fulfillment of her Great
Commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an integral part of
the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written
in heaven (Ephesians 1:22,23; 2:22; Hebrews 12:23).
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Since God’s purpose concerning man is to seck and to save that
which is lost, to be worshiped by man. and to build a body of
believers in the image of His Son, the priority reason-for-being of
the Assemblies of God as part of the Church is:

a. To be an agency of God for evangelizing the world (Acts 1:8;

Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15,16).
b. To be a corporate body in which man may worship God (1
Corinthians 12:13).
¢. To be a channel of God's purpose to build a body of saints
being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11-16; 1
Corinthians 12:28; 14:12).
The Assemblies of God exists expressly to give continuing
emphasis to this reason-for-being in the New Testament apostolic
pattern by teaching and encouraging believers to be baptized in the
Holy Spirit. This experience:
a. Enables them to evangelize in the power of the Spirit with
accompanying supernatural signs (Mark 16:15-20: Acts 4:29-
31: Hebrews 2:3.4).

b. Adds a necessary dimension to a worshipful relationship with
God (1 Corinthians 2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 12-14).

¢. Enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit
in expression of fruit and gifts and ministries as in New
Testament times for the edifying of the body of Christ
(Galatians 5:22-26: 1 Corinthians 14:12: Ephesians 4:11,12: 1
Corinthians 12:28; Colossians 1:29).

Be amended to read:

The Church is the body of Christ. the habitation of God through
the Spirit, with divine appointments for the fulfillment of her Great
Commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, i1s an integral part of
the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written

Since God's purpose concerning man is to seek and to save that
which is lost, to be worshiped by man, and to build a body of
believers in the image of His Son, and to demonstrate His love and
compassion for all the world, the prionty reason for being of the
Assemblies of God as part of the Church is:

a. To be an agency of God for evangelizing the world (Acts 1:8:

Matthew 28:19.20; Mark 16:15,16).

b. To be a corporate body in which man may worship God (1
Corinthians 12:13).

c. To be a channel of God’s purpose to build a body of saints
being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11-16: 1
Corinthians 12:28; 14:12).

d. To be a people who demonstrate God's love and compassion
for all the world (Psalm 112:9; Galatians 2:10; 6:10; James
1:27).

The Assemblies of God exists expressly to give continuing
emphasis to this reason for being in the New Testament apostolic
pattern by teaching and encouraging believers to be baptized in the
Holy Spirit. This experience:
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RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

a. Enables them to evangelize in the power of the Spirit with
accompanying supernatural signs (Mark 16:15-20: Acts 4:29-
31; Hebrews 2:3.4).
b. Adds a necessary dimension to a worshipful relationship with
God (1 Corinthians 2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 12-14).
¢. Enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit
in expression of fruit and gifts and ministries as in New
Testament times for the edifying of the body of Christ and
care for the poor and needy of the world (Galatians 5:22-26:
Matthew 25:37-40; Galatians 6:10; 1 Corinthians 14:12;
Ephesians 4:11,12; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Colossians 1:29).
And, be it further
That General Council Constitution, Article V. STATEMENT OF
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS, Section 11. The Ministry, page 88, which
reads:

A divinely called and scripturally ordained ministry has been
provided by our Lord for the threefold purpose of leading the
Church in: (1) evangelization of the world (Mark 16:15-20), (2)
worship of God (John 4:23.24), and (3) building a Body of saints
being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11,16).

Be amended to read:

A divinely called and scripturally ordained ministry has been
provided by our Lord for the fourfold purpose of leading the Church
in: (1) evangelization of the world (Mark 16:15-20), (2) worship of
God (John 4:2324), and (3) building a Body of saints being
perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11,16), and (4)
meeting human need with ministries of love and compassion (Psalm
112:9; Galatians 2:10; 6:10; James 1:27).

And, be 1t further

That General Council Bylaws be amended by replacing the word threefold
with the word fourfold and adding the statement, and to demonstrate His
love and compassion for all the world, where needed.

Roster Committee Report

John Jay Wilson, administrator to the general superintendent, gave the following report as
of 2 p.m., Thursday, August 6, 2009:

VOTING:
Ordained 2,509
Licensed 610
Delegates 356
Executive Presbyters 17
General Presbyters 241
Voting constituency 3,733
NONVOTING:
Exhibitors 1,199
Auxiliary Staff 571
Certifie 211
Fine Arts/AIM 7,857
General Attendees 13,582
Kids Council 571
Other 61
Staff 102
Nonvoting constituency 24,154
Total 27,887
A motion prevailed to receive the report and hold it open until the conclusion of the

General Council.

The chairman expressed his appreciation to the administrator to the general superintendent
and his team who has made this event run efficiently.
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Resolution 2. Prioritization of Prerogatives

The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 2 and moved its adoption. The motion
to adopt Resolution 2 lost. Resolution 2 as presented follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS.,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

The wording of our Constitution, Article I1l. PREROGATIVES, places
evangelization of the world as letter “a™ and the worship of God as letter
“b™: and
This sequence gives place to something other than the worship of God as
our first priority: and
Passion for the lost 1s the byproduct of passion for God who is worthy of
the worship of the nations; and
It is this passion for God that causes us to align ourselves, without
reservation, to His purposes; and
We have the Early Church example in Acts 13 whose priority of worship
positioned them to hear the Holy Spirit’s voice and respond. giving birth
to the evangelization of the then-known world: and
the reordering of the encouragement and promotion of the worship of God as
letter “a™ and the encouragement and promotion of world evangelization as
letter *b™ would place emphasis on our corporate priority of the worship of
God: therefore, be it
That  General Council Constitution, Article [ll.  PREROGATIVES,
paragraphs a and b, page 84, which reads:
The prerogatives of The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall be:
a. To encourage and promote the evangelization of the world.
b. To encourage and promote the worship of God.
Be amended to read:
The prerogatives of The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall be:
a. To encourage and promote the worship of God.
b. To encourage and promote the evangelization of the world.
And, be 1t further
That the General Council Constitution and Bylaws be amended throughout
to reflect this prioritization.

Total Giving Awards

Doug Clay, general treasurer, presented the Assemblies of God Total Giving awards for
giving during the past biennium, as follows:

Churches

Total Dollar Giving

1" place— First Assembly of God. Phoenix, Arizona: Tommy J. Barnett, pastor: $12,231.489

2" place  First Assembly of God. Fort Myers, Florida: C. Dan Betzer, pastor: $4.198,090

3 place —Calvary Church, Naperville, Illinois: Randal L. Ross. pastor; $3.859.558

4" place—Word of Life Assembly of God, Springfield. Virginia: D. Wendel Cover. pastor:
$3.496.227

5" place — Victory Church, Lakeland. Florida: M. Wayne Blackburn. pastor: $3.215.243

Districts—Total Dollar Giving

1" place— North Texas District Council, Richard W. DuBose, superintendent; $37.855.978
2" place— Northwest District Council, Leslic E. Welk, superintendent; $34.874.115

2rd

3" place—Peninsular Florida District Council. Terrell R. Raburn, superintendent: $34.288.796



Israel Study Center
The general superintendent gave information regarding the Holy Land Study Center
recently acquired by Southeastern University; and, on behalf of the Executive Presbytery, he
encourages students to study in Israel.

Church Multiplication Network—Church Planters
The chairman introduced Steven M. Pike, director of Church Multiplication Network, who
expressed his appreciation to the Assemblies of God Trust for providing matching funds grants to
church planters. Steve Pike introduced Todd R. Bishop who planted a church in Westbury, New
York, and Dennis F. Curran, pastor of a parent church in Cold Spring, Minnesota, that has assisted
in planting five churches, and presented each of them with an Award of Excellence. A video was
shown that told the story of the church in Cold Spring, Minnesota.

Resolution 3. Parent Affiliated Churches
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 3. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 3 as follows:

WHEREAS, The General Council Constitution, Article X1, Section 2, Page 93, makes
provision for district council affiliated churches; and
WHEREAS,  An increasing number of churches are dependent upon the parent church
rather than upon the district; and
WHEREAS, Having an officially designated category to recognize the missional value
of Parent Affiliated Assemblies will assist districts and parent churches in
measuring their progress; and
WHEREAS,  Parent Affiliated Assemblies have a long history in World Missions; and
WHEREAS, It would be advantageous to create a new category in the General Council
Constitution that would provide for churches which are Parent Affiliated
Assemblies; and
WHEREAS, Having such a category would be beneficial to the district to reduce
liability risk for these churches by assigning that risk to the parenting
church; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That General Council Constitution, Article XI. LOCAL ASSEMBLIES, page
93, be amended by the addition of a new Section 3, to read as follows:
Section 3. Parent Affiliated Churches. Provision shall be made
by district councils for parent affiliated assemblies which shall be
under the supervision of a parenting church, in accordance with the
parenting church’s constitution and bylaws.
And, be it further
RESOLVED, That present Sections 3 and 4 be renumbered 4 and 5.

Resolution 5. Composition of General Presbytery
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 5 and moved its adoption.

It was moved and seconded that Resolution 5 be amended by a substitute motion that
would replace the proposed paragraph g with the following: “Each district shall be
represented by four general presbyters. One shall be an ordained female or an ordained male
or female under 40 years of age. This shall be determined by the electorate of the district
council in accordance with its bylaws.” The chair ruled the motion is not in order as it is
outside the scope of the resolution under consideration.

A motion was made and seconded to overturn the ruling of the chair. The motion carried
to overturn the decision of the chair making the previous amendment by substitution in order.

A motion was made to amend the substitute motion by deleting the proposed paragraph g
in Article IX, Section 3, and amend Article IX, Section 3, paragraph a, by inserting the words
“four members, of which one is to be an ordained woman pastor and one an ordained pastor
under 40 years of age™ in place of the words “three members.”
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A motion was made to amend the amendment by the addition of the words: “Each district
shall send the name of a qualified layperson to the General Council for consideration to be a
member of the General Presbytery, and one layperson should be sent to represent cach of the
regions or language fellowships, and the election shall be for 2 years.” The chair ruled the
amendment to be out of order, as it does not pertain to the matter under consideration.

A motion was made and seconded to defer this matter until tomorrow after the maker of
the motion, the assistant general superintendent. and others of his choosing can establish the
appropriate language for this amendment. The motion carried.

(See page 39 for final action taken on this matter.)

Privileged Motion
In light of the number of resolutions still to be considered, a motion prevailed that debate
be limited to 4 minutes per speaker.

Resolution 10. Right of Appeal for Affiliation
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 10 and moved its adoption. A standing
vote was taken with the following results: Yes 755: No 533

The motion carried to adopt Resolution 10 as follows:

WHEREAS,  The 2003 General Council recognized the need for more flexibility in
church governance structure that would free pastors desiring to lead
congregations with a more nontraditional approach to governance: and

WHEREAS, In November 2007, the Executive Presbytery appointed a Task Force
specifically to study eldership models of church governance: and

WHEREAS,  The Task Force concluded that it could not present a comprehensive set of
documents, including recommended constitutions and bylaws to cover all
eventuahties: and

WHEREAS,  The Task Forcee further recommended flexibility and accountability as key
principles guiding decisions concerning church governance: and

WHEREAS,  There is provision included in the General Council Bylaws requiring any
church, whatever its governance structure, to apply for affiliation through
the district council: and

WHEREAS,  There is not presently a provision for an appeal process of a district
presbytery church affiliation decision; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws, Article VI ASSEMBLIES, Section 1. Procedure
for Affiliation, letter d. page 107, which currently reads:

Upon approval by the district presbytery, the application for
affiliation shall be forwarded to the general secretary of The
General Council of the Assemblics of God.  Recognition of
affiliation shall occur upon receipt by the assembly of an
official Certificate of Affiliation issued by the general secretary.
Be amended to read:

Upon approval by the district presbytery, the application for
affiliation shall be forwarded to the general seeretary of The
General Council of the Assemblies of God.  Recognition of
affiliation shall occur upon receipt by the assembly of an
official Certificate of Affiliation issued by the general
secretary.  Inthe cvent an application for affiliation is
declined by a district presbytery, appeal may be made by the
church to the General Council Executive Presbytery whose
decision shall be final.




Resolution 12. Organizational Assistance

The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 12 and moved its adoption.

It was moved and seconded to refer Resolution 12 to a study committee. The motion lost.

A motion to adopt Resolution 12 carried by a standing vote. Resolution 12 as adopted

follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Despite the best efforts of pastors, leaders, and members in a local General
Council church to follow principles of conflict resolution such as those
found in Matthew 18:15-17, irreconcilable differences sometimes continue
to disrupt the necessary harmony and health of the assembly: and

The history of many General Council churches includes hurt and
confusion in the wake of unhealthy actions by parishioners, board
members, and/or ministers which can result in the departure from the local
church and from the Fellowship at large by stable pastors, members, and
family units who wonder why there was no decisive outside intervention
by spiritual authority; and

General Council Bylaws Article VI. ASSEMBLIES, Section 4, paragraph
¢, page 109, refers to “organizational assistance”™ made available by a
district council in dealing with church problems via an invitation from the
pastor, a majority of the official church board, or a petition signed by 20
percent of the voting members; and

The term “organizational assistance™ can be interpreted in a variety of
ways with a variety of implications, especially in times of heightened
conflict, distress, and pressure; and

Healthy intervention by the district in response to an invitation from the
local church may only be achieved, in many cases, if the district leadership
has been empowered to make decisions with authority; and

Temporarily reverting a General Council assembly to district affiliated
status allows the leadership of the district to act with clarity and authority:
and

Our Fellowship recognizes the scriptural mandate for and historical
blessing of acknowledging and partnering with proper spiritual authority at
all levels of church leadership: and

The practice of reverting a General Council assembly to district affiliated
status is well established since scenarios for reverting a church from
General Council status to district affiliated status already exist whenever a
General Council church fails to maintain the criteria for General Council
affiliation, as per General Council Bylaws Article VI, Section 5; and
Parameters already exist to guide a district in giving effective aid to a local
assembly in a situation where a pastor is causing a major offense (see the
description of disciplinable offenses in General Council Bylaws Article
X), but parameters are not given in the General Council Constitution and
Bylaws providing a clear avenue of strength from which the district can
aid a local pastor when non-credentialed church members and leaders are
causing the major offense; and

General Council Constitution Article XI. LOCAL ASSEMBLIES, Section
1, paragraph ¢, provides safeguards to a General Council affiliated church
from any possible abuse of this prerogative by a district through an appeal
to the Executive Presbytery, and ultimately, the General Presbytery when
there is a question whether or not the assembly has received proper help
from the district; therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VI. ASSEMBLIES, Section 4.

Relationships Between Churches, District Councils, and the General
Council, paragraph ¢. Organizational assistance, page 109, which reads:
¢. Organizational assistance. The services of both the General
Council and district council are available to assist the General
Council affiliated church in dealing with any of its problems, cither
internal or external, when requested by the pastor or a majority of
the official board of the church or a petition signed by 20 percent
of the voting members.
Be amended to read:
¢. Organizational assistance. The services of both the General
Council and district council are available to assist the General
Council affiliated church in dealing with any of its problems, either
internal or external, when requested by the pastor or a majority of
the official board of the church or a petition signed by 20 percent
of the voting members. When district_officers receive such
sts, they shall respond by investigating problems and, if
wry, recommending remedial actions to the responsible
listrict_governing _entity, (e.g., district presbytery or_district
exccutive presbytery). At its discretion, that governing entity may
ion and, when
necessary, revert it from General Council status to district affiliated
status until the governing entity considers the problem resolved.

act_to bring the church under district supervi

Resolution 13 (13-A). Disaffiliation Percentage

John R. Wootton presented Resolution 13 and moved its adoption.

As chairman of the Resolutions Committee, John Wootton presented Resolution 13-A as
a substitute amendment to Resolution 13, said resolution being sponsored as an amendment
to the General Council by the General Presbytery.

It was moved and seconded to adopt Resolution 13-A as an amendment by substitution to
Resolution 13, The motion carried.

A motion to adopt Resolution 13-A carried. Resolution 13-A as adopted follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

The present General Council Bylaws do not specify a percentage of a vote
when an Assemblies of God church votes to leave The General Council of
the Assemblies of God; and

The General Council Bylaws Article VI, Section 4, d. Preservation of
Affiliation, page 109, presently states the following in the last sentence:
“Final disposition of the matter may then proceed in accordance with the
constitution and bylaws of the local church™; and

Many local church constitution and bylaws make no provision for a
particular percentage: therefore, Robert's Rules of Order dictate the
percentage in such cases to be a “simple majority™; and

A simple majority for such a serious matter as severing a relationship with
the Fellowship seems inappropriate for such an important decision: and

In many such cases some of the faithful Assemblies of God people have
already left these difficult chaotic situations: and

It would be less disruptive to a local church to have a two-thirds vote to make
such a request, therefore demonstrating a greater unity of decision: and
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WHEREAS, It would be beneficial for all our churches and districts to have the same
rule to guide us and not permit unfair practices by having some churches’
constitutions and bylaws to have one percentage and possibly other
churches’ constitutions and bylaws another; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VI. ASSEMBLIES. Section 4.
Relationships Between Churches, District Councils, and the General
Council, d. Preservation of affiliation, page 109, which presently reads:

d. Preservation of affiliation. In the event the termination of
affiliation with The General Council of the Assemblies of God is
under consideration by an affiliated assembly, the pastor or board
shall invite the district officers to participate in a specially called
business meeting for the express purpose of giving the district
officers the opportunity to present the case for continued General
Council affiliation. Final disposition of the matter may then proceed
in accordance with the constitution and bylaws of the local church.

Be amended to read:

d. Preservation of affiliation. In the event the termmation of
affiliation with The General Council of the Assemblies of God is
under consideration by an affiliated assembly, the pastor or board
shall invite the district officers to participate in a specially called
business meeting where such matters will be discussed and voted
upon for the express purpose of giving the district officers the
opportunity to present the case for continued General Council
affilation. A decision to disaffiliate shall require a two-thirds vote
of the membership, or a more restrictive rule prescribed by the
governing documents of the church or district. Final-disposition-of
the matter mav then proceed i accordance with the constitution and
bylaws of the local church.

Resolution 15. Integrity In Educational Attribution
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 15, A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 15 as follows:

WHEREAS, At the 2007 General Council, the Integrity in Educational Credentials
Resolution 9 was adopted: and
WHEREAS, That resolution entered the following statement as contained in Bylaws
Article IX, B, Section 13. Accountability in Educational Attribution, page
125, which reads:
Section 13. Accountability in Educational Attribution
a. Attribution. In order to maintain our testimony of quality and
integrity in educational credentials before the Church and the world,
and to minimize the possibility of our ministers and churches being
victimized by, or supporting, or perpetrating frauds in education or
credentialing, we maintain certain standards for the attribution of
legrees, certifications, and titles.

(1) Attribution by ministers. Our ministers shall refrain from
listing, promoting, or attributing to themselves or others any
degrees or titles conferred by institutions or organizations having.
at the time of conferral, a formal accreditation status less than that
of our appropriately corresponding Assemblies of God institutions
(whether our institute, regional university, or seminary levels).

~
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(2) Attribution by the General Council. No media, ministry,
department, arm, or employee of the General Council shall list,
attribute, or promote for any person, any degree or title conferred
by an institution or organization having, at the time of conferral, a
formal accreditations status less than that of our appropriately
corresponding  Assemblies of God institutions  (whether our
institute, regional university, or seminary levels).

(3) Attribution by local churches. We strongly encourage our
ministers, boards, and churches to take great care to ensure that all
ministers and church employees have actually carned the
legitimately accredited education, training, and certification, as
defined above, which they claim by their titles or degrees (such as
counselor, therapist, doctor, and so on).

b. Intentional failure to comply. Intentional refusal to comply
with this ethical standard for educational credentials constitutes
perpetrating a fraud upon the church and the world, personally and in
the good name of the Assemblies of God. and the General Council
disapproves of such practices; and

WHEREAS,  The sponsor stated, at that time, the resolution did not address any degrees
carned or conferred in the past from any institution whatsoever, and that
all such degrees from the past would be fully accepted and grandfathered
in. And that the resolution if adopted would be from the time of adoption
forward; and

WHEREAS,  To ensure that the degrees received by the multitude of ministers in our
Fellowship are accepted and grandfathered in, in the years to come; prior
to the adoption of Resolution 9 in 2007, a statement should be added to the
bylaws to affirm the vocal statement given by the sponsor and understood
by the voting body in attendance in 2007; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws, Article IX. DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES
DISAPPROVED, B. List of Doctrines and Practices Disapproved, Section 13.
Accountability in Educational Attribution, paragraph a. Attribution, page 125,
be amended by the addition of a new paragraph (4) to read as follows:

(4) Anribution accepted. All previously carned or conferred degrees
prior to August 2007, from any institution whatsoever shall be fully
accepted and grandfathered in.

Resolution 5. Composition of General Presbytery [con’t.]

The chairman asked Ansley Orfila, the maker of the deferred previous substitute motion,
to offer the revised language for a substitute motion to amend Resolution 5. The chairman
explained the parliamentary process that adopting a substitute amendment requires a majority vote,
however, the main motion to amend the Constitution will require a two-thirds vote to pass.

A motion was made and seconded to amend Resolution 5 by deleting the proposed paragraph g
in Article IX, Section 3, and amend Article IX, Section 3, paragraph a as follows:

a. Representation, qualifications, and responsibilities. The General Presbytery shall be
composed of individuals of maturity, experience, and ability whose lives and ministry are
above reproach, who shall represent the Fellowship in all phases of its work in their
respective fields. The General Presbytery shall be the official policy-making body of the
Assemblies of God when the General Council is not in session. Each district shall have the
privilege of representation on the General Presbytery by four three members —the district
superintendent together with three twe others who shall be elected by their district council,
one of whom shall be an ordained pastor of a church located in the district, one of whom
shall be an ordained female minister (no age requirement), or an ordained minister under the
age of 40. They shall take office immediately.
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A motion was made by Thomas E. Trask, and seconded. to refer this matter to the
Executive Presbytery to appoint a study committee to bring back a recommendation to the
2011 General Council. A standing vote was taken and the motion carried by the following
vote: Yes 495, No 494. The motion carried. Resolution S as presented follows:

WHEREAS, The 1916 General Council established the General Presbytery as a
representative body to serve the General Council in all phases of its work
and interests; and

WHEREAS, Over the years, the General Council has expanded the composition of the
General  Presbytery to more effectively represent our growing
constituency: and

WHEREAS, The 6,502 female credentialed ministers (2007) are under-represented on
the General Presbytery; and

WHEREAS, The 7,987 credentialed ministers under 40 years of age (2007) are under-
represented on the General Presbytery: and

WHEREAS, The Assemblies of God would be well-served to expand the composition
of the General Presbytery to reflect our growing constituency by
increasing the representation of female credentialed ministers  and
credentialed ministers under 40 years of age; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That General Council Constitution, Article 1X. OFFICERS AND
PRESBYTERIES OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL, Section 3. General
Presbytery, pages 90 and 91, be amended by the addition of one new
paragraph to be known as g. Additional Representation, which shall read:

g. Additional Representation. There shall be an additional 30 members
based on ratios of approximately 25 percent ordained females and the
balance ordained ministers under the age of 40 at the time of election. All
these additional members shall serve a 2-year term and may be elected for
an additional 2-year term (if they continue to qualify in the case of the
under 40-years-of-age members).
And, be it further
RESOLVED, That present paragraphs g. and h. be re-lettered as h. and 1.

(See page 54 for previous action taken on this matter.)

) Resolution 6. Election of General Presbytery
The chairman noted that in light of Resolution 5 being referred to a study committee, it
negates the need to consider Resolution 6.

. Recess
The meeting recessed at 4:30 p.m.

THURSDAY EVENING—AUGUST 6

The Thursday service of the 53 General Council began at 7 p.m. in the Orange County
Convention Center, Orlando, Florida, with a combined youth and adult congregation.

Jeff Deyo and Band, Franklin, Tennessee, led in worship. Marissa Flannery, a 16-year
old from Northwest Family Church of the Assemblies of God, Auburn, Washington, gave a
powerful prayer. George O. Wood, general superintendent, received the offering, calling on the
worshipers to invest in the Fellowship by giving an offering to Assemblies of God Trust
scholarships. He announced the five students who are Riggs Scholarship winners. Shane &
Shane, a musical group from Dallas, Texas, provided the offertory.

The speaker for the evening, Herbert L. Cooper, Jr., pastor of People’s Church,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was introduced by George O. Wood. The message delivered by
Herbert Cooper was a challenge to search and keep on searching for one more lost person.
He used the parables of “the Lost Sheep™ and “the Lost Coin™ and stressed the importance of
reaching one more until Jesus comes back. Cooper outlined characteristics of searchers and
things which distract from finding. He explained that scarchers care, searchers find, and
searchers celebrate when one person comes to Christ.
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FRIDAY MORNING—AUGUST 7

The Friday session began at 8:45 a.m. at the Orange County Convention Center. L. Alton
Garrison, assistant general superintendent, introduced Jacqueline Toro, pastor of Bethesda
Pentecostal Tabernacle, Brooklyn, New York, who brought a devotion from Zechariah 4:6,
encouraging Assemblies of God people to be people of the Spirit in order to powerfully fulfill
the four core values.

George Wood, general superintendent, gave greetings and introduced Rick Warren, author
and pastor of Saddleback Church, Orange County, California, who brought a message for
leadership and believers telling them, “Don’t let fear hold vou back.” He offered a
challenging word to the group, based on Exodus 4:2, when God asked Moses a simple but
profound question: “What is in your hand?” The answer: A shepherd’s staft that represented
Moses’ identity, income, and influence. He shared that God issues the same challenge today.
to lay down our identity, influence, and income, and give them to God so He can do great things
with it. He shared about his life priorities since publishing his book The Purpose-Driven Life
and receiving his wife Kay’s diagnosis with cancer. He doesn’t see life as times of all good or
all bad: life is a railroad track and one rail is good and one rail 1s bad. Regardless of where one
is at there is always something to be working on or to thank God for.

Rick Warren spoke on God’s desire for faithfulness. He stressed that unless one is taking
risks in ministry there is no need for faith, and that is being unfaithful. He said. “You are never
a failure until you quit, and it is always too soon to quit.”™ A leader’s character is revealed by
what it takes to create discouragement. Pastors need to face down problems rather than leave.

Rick Warren spoke on how best to grow a healthy church.  First, it is a body. not a
business; therefore it is alive. All living things grow. Health can be achieved by pursuing a
balanced approach to the biblical purposes of worship. fellowship. discipleship, ministry, and
evangehism.  These are principles rooted in the Great Commandment and the Great
Commission. He went on to say that churches must be committed to loving God. loving
others, and sharing the message of salvation. He encouraged pastors and leaders to develop
systematic plans for helping people grow spiritually.

Following his message there was an extended time given for Rick Warren to answer
questions from the body. Doug Clay, general treasurer, moderated the session.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON—AUGUST 7

Business Session
L. Alton Garrison, assistant general superintendent, opened the meeting at 2 p.m. with
prayer. The general superintendent convened the final session of business and called the
meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.

Roster Committee Report
David L. Wigington, co-chairman of the Roster Committee, gave the following report as
of 1:20 p.m., Friday, August 7, 2009:

VOTING:
Ordained 2:515
Licensed 611
Delegates 357
Executive Presbyters 17
General Presbyters 241

Voting constituency 3,741
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NONVOTING:

Exhibitors 1,201

Auxiliary Staff 571

Certified 214

Fine Arts/AIM 7,857

General Attendees 13,980

Kids Council 576

Other 61

Staff 102
Nonvoting constituency 24,562
Total 28,303

A motion prevailed to receive the final report of the Roster Committee.

Reconsideration of Resolution 1. Fourth Reason For Being
The general superintendent turned the chair to the assistant general superintendent.

The general superintendent spoke from the floor and shared his heart regarding his
previous handling of Resolution 1. He spoke passionately about being troubled that he did
not personally speak to the matter when it was debated as he was attempting to remain
neutral as the chairman. He believes Resolution 1 goes to the heart of his first core value, “to
passionately proclaim Christ at home and abroad by word and deed,” and the Church has
always provided for compassion ministries. He expressed his desire for Resolution 1 to be
reconsidered and explained the parliamentary process needed for it to be reconsidered.

Andy C. Harris made a motion to reconsider Resolution | as he previously voted on the
prevailing side, and he desired to change his vote. The motion was seconded and carried, by
the majority, to reconsider Resolution 1. Fourth Reason for Being and bring the original
resolution before the body.

A motion was made and seconded to adopt Resolution 1 as previously presented.

A motion was made and seconded to amend to keep three reasons by striking the addition
of a fourth reason for being and expand the first reason, “evangelizing the world,” by adding
the words, “through meeting human needs with ministries of love and compassion.” The
motion lost.

A standing vote was taken to adopt Resolution 1:

Total votes cast 808
Needed to pass 539
Yes 586
No 222

The motion to adopt Resolution 1 carried by a two-thirds vote. Resolution 1 as adopted
follows:

WHEREAS,  The General Council at its August 2005 meeting in Denver, Colorado, amended
the Constitution, Article [Il. PREROGATIVES, by the addition of line ¢:
¢. To respond to human need with ministries of compassion; and
WHEREAS, At its meeting on January 27,28, 2009, the Exccutive Presbytery adopted
the report from the Commission on Doctrinal Purity recommending an
amendment of the Constitution to include a fourth reason for being: and
WHEREAS,  The purpose of Jesus™ ministry may be summarized that He came to: (1)
glorify God, (2) seek and save the lost, (3) make disciples, and (4)
demonstrate His love and compassion for the world: and
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WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED.

The fourth reason for being is presently absent from our governance

documents; and

The function of the body of Christ is to follow the will of its Head; and

Adding a fourth reason for being in our governance documents will align

our mission more exactly to that of our Lord while also accurately reflecting

what the Assemblies of God is presently engaged in: therefore, be it

That General Council Constitution, CONSTITUTIONAL DECLARATION,

WE BELIEVE, paragraph 1., page 83, which reads:
That God's purpose concerning man is (1) to seck and to save that
which is lost. (2) to be worshiped by man, and (3) to build a body of
believers in the image of His Son.

Be amended to read:
That God's purpose concerning man is (1) to seek and to save that
which is lost. (2) to be worshiped by man, and (3) to build a body of
believers in the image of His Son, and (4) to demonstrate His love
and compassion for all the world.

And, be it further

That General Council Constitution, CONSTITUTIONAL DECLARATION,

WE BELIEVE, paragraph S, page 83, which reads:
That the priority reason-for-being of the Assemblies of God is to be
an agency of God for evangelizing the world, to be a corporate body
in which man may worship God, and to be a channel of God's
purpose to build a body of saints being perfected in the image of
His Son.

Be amended to read:
That the priority reason for being of the Assemblies of God is to be
an agency of God for evangelizing the world. to be a corporate body
in which man may worship God. and to be a channel of God's
purpose to build a body of saints being perfected in the image of
His Son, and to be a people who demonstrate God’s love and
compassion for all the world.

And, be it further

That General Council Constitution, Article 1V, PRINCIPLES FOR

FELLOWSHIP, paragraph 1, page 84, which reads:
The Assemblies of God shall represent, as nearly as possible, the
body of Christ as described in the New Testament. It shall recognize
the principles inherent in the Body as also inherent in this
Fellowship, particularly the principles of unity. cooperation, and
cquality. It recognizes that these principles will enable it to achieve
its priority reason-for-being as an agency of God for evangelizing
the world, as a corporate body in which man may worship God. and
as a channel of God's purpose to build a body of saints being
perfected in the image of His Son.

Be amended to read:
The Assemblies of God shall represent, as nearly as possible. the
body of Christ as described in the New Testament. It shall recognize
the principles inherent in the Body as also inherent in this
Fellowship, particularly the principles of unity. cooperation, and
cquality. It recognizes that these principles will enable it to achiceve
its priority reason for being as an agency of God for evangelizing
the world. as a corporate body in which man may worship God. and
as a channel of God's purpose to build a body of saints being
perfected in the image of His Son. and to be a people who
demonstrate God's love and compassion for all the world.

And. be it further
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RESOLVED, That General Council Constitution, Article V. STATEMENT OF
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS, Section 10. The Church and Its Mission,
pages 87-88, which reads:

The Church is the body of Christ, the habitation of God through
the Spirit, with divine appointments for the fulfillment of her Great
Commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an integral part of
the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written

Since God’s purpose concerning man is to seek and to save that
which is lost, to be worshiped by man, and to build a body of
believers in the image of His Son, the priority reason-for-being of
the Assemblies of God as part of the Church is:

a. To be an agency of God for evangelizing the world (Acts 1:8:

Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15,16).

b. To be a corporate body in which man may worship God (1

Corinthians 12:13).

c. To be a channel of God’s purpose to build a body of saints

being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11-16: |

Corinthians 12:28; 14:12).

The Assemblies of God exists expressly to give continuing
emphasis to this reason-for-being in the New Testament apostolic
pattern by teaching and encouraging believers to be baptized in the
Holy Spirit. This experience:

a. Enables them to evangelize in the power of the Spirit with

accompanying supernatural signs (Mark 16:15-20: Acts 4:29-
31; Hebrews 2:3.4).

b. Adds a necessary dimension to a worshipful relationship with

God (1 Corinthians 2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 12-14).

. Enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit
in expression of fruit and gifts and ministries as in New
Testament times for the edifying of the body of Christ
(Galatians 5:22-26; 1 Corinthians 14:12; Ephesians 4:11.12: 1
Corinthians 12:28: Colossians 1:29).

Be amended to read:

The Church is the body of Christ, the habitation of God through
the Spirit, with divine appointments for the fulfillment of her Great
Commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an integral part of
the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written
in heaven (Ephesians 1:22,23: 2:22; Hebrews 12:23).

Since God's purpose concerning man is to seck and to save that
which is lost, to be worshiped by man. and to build a body of
believers in the image of His Son, and to demonstrate His love and
compassion_for all the world, the priority rcason for being of the
Assemblies of God as part of the Church is:

a. To be an agency of God for evangehzing the world (Acts 1:8:

Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15.16).

b. To be a corporate body in which man may worship God (1

Corinthians 12:13).

o
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RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

Point of Order

c. To be a channel of God’s purpose to build a body of saints
being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11-16; 1
Corinthians 12:28; 14:12).

d. To be a people who demonstrate God’s love and compassion
« : Galatians 2:10; 6:10; James

1:27).
The Assemblies of God exists expressly to give continuing

emphasis to this reason for being in the New Testament apostolic
pattern by teaching and encouraging believers to be baptized in the
Holy Spirit. This experience:
a. Enables them to evangelize in the power of the Spirit with
accompanying supernatural signs (Mark 16:15-20: Acts 4:29-
31: Hebrews 2:3.4).
b. Adds a necessary dimension to a worshipful relationship with
God (1 Corinthians 2:10-16: 1 Corinthians 12-14).
¢. Enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit
in expression of fruit and gifts and ministries as in New
Testament times for the edifying of the body of Christ and
care for the poor and needy of the world (Galatians 5:22-26:
Matthew 25:37-40: Galatiz 6:10; 1 Corinthians 14:12:
Ephesians 4:11,12; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Colossians 1:29).
And, be it further
That  General  Council  Constitution,  Article V. STATEMENT  OF
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS, Section 11. The Ministry, page 88. which reads:

A divinely called and scripturally ordamed ministry has been
provided by our Lord for the threefold purpose of leading the
Church in: (1) evangelization of the world (Mark 16:15-20). (2)
worship of God (John 4:23.24), and (3) building a Body of saints
being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11.16).

Be amended to read:

A divinely called and scripturally ordained ministry has been
provided by our Lord for the fourfold purpose of leading the Church
in: (1) evangelization of the world (Mark 16:15-20). (2) worship of
God (John 4:23.24). and (3) building a Body of saints being
perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4:11,16), and (4)
meeting human need with ministries of love and compassion (Psalm
112:9: Galatians 2:10; 6:10; James 1:27).

And, be it further

That General Council Bylaws be amended by replacing the word threefold
with the word fourfold and adding the statement, and to demonstrate His
love and compassion for all the world, where needed.

Resolution 5. Composition of General Presbytery

A motion was made to appeal yesterday’s ruling of the chair that proceeded with

deliberation of Resolution 5 after it was to have been referred for today’s consideration. It
was moved to strike the previous action taken and rule it out of order.  The motion was
denied.

Resolution 19. Transgeographical District

The chairman explained that the Exccutive Presbytery sponsorship of Resolution 19 has

been withdrawn by the General Presbytery, therefore it is not being considered.
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Gary L. Brothers, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, made a motion to sponsor the adoption of
Resolution 19 from the floor. The motion was seconded. followed by discussion.

A motion was made and seconded to move the question.

The motion lost.  Additional

discussion followed.

A motion was moved and seconded to call for the question. The motion carried.

The chairman called for the vote to be taken by secret ballot. A secret ballot was cast for
the adoption of Resolution 19 and the chairman declared the voting closed. The chairman of
the Tellers Committee reported the results of the secret ballot as follows:

The chairman declared that the motion to adopt Resolution 19 lost.
presented follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

Total votes cast 1,313
Needed to pass 657
Invalid votes 2
Yes 522
No 789

Resolution 19 as

The Assemblies of God desires to remain open to creative and innovative
ways that the Holy Spirit may use in expanding the Church; and

Many Pentecostal churches informally or formally network together and
would become Assemblies of God if opportunity was given them to
become part of the Fellowship within a framework different than our
current district structure that is based on language or geography: and

A small group of Assemblies of God churches has volunteered to form a bridge
to these Pentecostal churches by bringing them into our Fellowship: and
Approximately 30 of these Pentecostal churches have indicated a desire to

join the Assemblies of God if approval is given for a pilot project that

creates a district without geographical borders; and

Potential exists for a substantial number of individual churches and
networks of churches who are not Assemblies of God, but affirm our
doctrine and mission, to join the Fellowship if we provide a structure that grows
on the basis of their natural spiritual and affinity ties to one another; and

The Executive Presbytery supports ascertaining whether such an effort
could bring growth and blessing to the Assemblies of God and the
churches involved; and

The formation of geographical and language districts existing in the same
arca of parallel fields of endeavor historically has brought great growth
and blessing to the Assemblies of God: and

A number of districts already identify themselves as ministry networks; and
The General Council Bylaws empower the Executive Presbytery to form
new geographical and foreign language districts; therefore, be it

That the Executive Presbytery be empowered to undertake a 4-year pilot
program that creates a district, transgeographical in nature, utilizing the
ministry network concept; this district shall consist of no more than 40
General Council affiliated churches as approved by the Executive
Presbytery to launch this pilot district, along with other non-Assemblies of
God churches who complete the procedure for affiliation as specified in
the Assemblies of God Constitution, Article XI, Section 1. a.
Requirements of affiliation; that the Exccutive Presbytery approve the
constitution and bylaws of the pilot district; that any subsequent churches
who join the pilot district come exclusively from non-Assemblies of God
churches; and that the Exccutive Presbytery bring a report and
recommendation to the 2013 General Council to either make the district
permanent or disband it.
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Electronic Voting During General Council
The chairman announced that the Executive Presbytery will look into using electronic
voting for all portions of General Council business, as well as consideration will be given to
the possibility of allowing qualified voters in attendance at General Council but involved in
Fine Arts to vote electronically without being physically present in the business hall.

Resolution 21. Reaffirmation of Pentecostal Distinctive
The Initial Physical Evidence of Holy Spirit Baptism
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 21 and moved its adoption. The chair
reported additional information and read the following report from the Parliamentary Comnuttee:

Resolution 21, submitted by the South Texas District, asks the General Council
in session “to simply reaffirm our stand behind all of our 16 Fundamental Truths
and in particular the doctrine of the initial physical evidence of the baptism in the
Holy Spirit, which is speaking in other tongues ... ."

The propriety of Resolution 21
Article IV, Section 4, of the General Council Bylaws specifies, in relevant part:

The Resolutions Committee shall, by a two-thirds vote, determine the
appropriateness of proposed resolutions. Inappropriate resolutions may include
those that, if adopted, would conflict with the Constitution or Bylaws: or whose
substance is not in keeping with appropriateness for discussion by the General
Council. A resolution passed by a district council in session shall always be deemed
appropriate (emphasis added).

This provision would appear to make Resolution 21 appropriate, despite the fact
that it would be out of order under Robert’s Rules of Order for several reasons,
including the following:

First, Robert’s Rules of Order states that “motions that conflict with the
corporate charter, constitution or bylaws of a society . . . are out of order, and if any
motion of this kind is adopted, it is null and void.”™ Since Resolution 21, if voted
down, would directly conflict with the Statement of Fundamental Truths set forth in
the General Council Constitution, it is out of order as a matter of parliamentary law.

Second, Resolution 21 is calling for a “straw poll.”™ Robert’s Rules of Order
states that motions in the form of straw polls are never in order:

A motion to take an informal straw poll to “test the water™ is not in order because it
neither adopts nor rejects a measure and hence is meaningless and dilatory.

Third, Resolution 21 is an inappropriate “dilatory”™ motion, since it would
accomplish nothing and only serve to delay the orderly conduct of business. The
General Council Constitution clearly sets forth the Statement of Fundamental
Truths of the Assemblies of God. No resolutions are being offered at this General
Council to amend the Statement of Fundamental Truths. Therefore, a motion to
reaffirm our adherence to doctrines that are not being challenged would be an
inappropriate dilatory motion.

Handling Resolution 21
Resolution 21 would be out of order for the reasons summarized above, except

for the fact that Article 1V, Section 4. of the General Council Bylaws specifics that “a
resolution passed by a district council in session shall always be deemed appropriate.”
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The Parliamentary Committee offered the option of four choices as to how best to handle
Resolution 21. The chairman chose to take the first option to proceed to vote without debate.
The general superintendent addressed the resolution and spoke strongly of the need for the
Fellowship to uphold the entire Statement of Fundamental Truths including The Initial
Physical Evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. A vote was taken of those in favor to
say, aye, and those opposed to say, no. The motion carried followed by a response of
applause. Resolution 21 as presented follows:

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

Our great Fellowship was founded just under a century ago on like
Pentecostal principles that were shared by churches across our nation where the
wind of the Holy Spirit had brought a fresh Book of Acts experience; and

This Fellowship was formed upon several biblical Pentecostal distinctives,
not the least of which is the belief that the initial physical evidence of the
baptism in the Holy Spirit is speaking in other tongues; and

In recent years the validity of the distinctive doctrine of tongues as the
initial physical evidence of Holy Spirit baptism has come under certain
scrutiny; therefore, be it

That this 53rd General Council of The General Council of the Assemblies
of God go on record to simply reaffirm our stand behind all of our 16
Fundamental Truths and in particular the doctrine of the initial physical
evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit, which is speaking in other
tongues; and, be it further

That we as a Movement continue to require our credentialed ministers to
not only have the aforementioned Pentecostal experience in their own
lives, but actively preach and teach this doctrine as well.

Resolution 18. Unethical Financial Management

The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 18. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 18 as follows:

WHEREAS,
WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

There is an increased scrutiny of the financial practices in our society’s
institutions, including churches and religious nonprofit organizations; and
Ministers of the gospel are called to be accountable in their personal,
church, and ministry finances; and
The current Bylaws are somewhat limited in ways of dealing with
financial misdeeds by ministers other than Article X, Section 3, c., “Any
moral or ethical failure other than sexual misconduct™ and j. “A habit of
running into debt which brings reproach upon the gospel™; and
While Article X, Section 3, c. and j. are good, they do not provide the
clarity needed to address the complex issues of handling finances in
today’s atmosphere; and
An amendment to the General Council Bylaws that addresses the financial
practices and misdeeds of our ministers is needed; therefore, be it
That General Council Bylaws Article X. DISCIPLINE, Section 3. Causes
of Disciplinary Action, j., page 126, which currently reads:
J. A habit of running into debt which brings reproach upon the gospel.

Be amended to read:

gospel:  Immoral, unethical, or illegal practices related to

personal, church, or ministry finances.

Point of Order—Resolution 1. Fourth Reason For Being
A motion was made and seconded to appeal the ruling of the chair as it related to
Resolution 1, indicating a request was made to call for a secret ballot, and it was not acted
upon. The motion to appeal the ruling of the chair lost.

68



Resolution 27. Preaching Requirements for Credentialed Ministers
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 27 and moved its adoption.

A motion was made and seconded to amend Resolution 27, Article VII, Section 3,
paragraph c¢. (1) General Requirements, by inserting the word “shall™ in place of the word
“may:” strike the words “or a ministry coach or mentor:” and add the words “an Assemblies
of’ God pastor™ in place of “a pastor,” so that the paragraph will read: “They shall show
promise of usefulness in the gospel work. They shall devote full or part time to Christian
ministry and, at the discretion of the district credentials committee, shall remain under the
supervision of an Assemblies of God pastor.”™ The motion to amend Resolution 27 lost.

A motion prevailed to adopt Resolution 27 as follows:

WHEREAS.  Preaching has always played a vital role in Pentecostal ministry since the
inception of The General Council of the Assemblies of God: and
WHEREAS,  We affirm the value of preaching as proclaiming the gospel in any context
atany time as a vital component of ministry: and
WHEREAS, A broader definition of the term, “ministry” can be found by taking at face
value the Statement of Fundamental Truths 11. The Ministry. which
defines  the  parameters of threefold purpose in ministry  without
specifically using the term, “preaching™; and
WHEREAS.  Our Fellowship could be well served by eliminating the distinctions made
in our current Bylaws regarding ministry between “preaching”™ and “non-
preaching™ or “specialized™ ministry: therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VII.  MINISTRY. Scction 3.
Specific Qualifications, ¢. Certified minister, page 112, which reads:
(1) General requirements. They shall show promise of usefulness
in the gospel work. They shall devote a part of their time 1o
Christian ministry and. at the discretion of the district credentials
committees, remain under the supervision of a pastor or a
designated supervisor. They shall preach at least 12 times a year or
be actively engaged in some other aspect of ministry except in case
of 1ll health or advanced age.
Be amended to read:
(1) General requirements. They shall show promise of uscfulness
in the gospel work. They shall devote a-part-of their time full or part
time to Christian ministry and. at the discretion of the district
credentials committees, may remain under the supervision of a
pastor or a designated-supervisor ministry coach or mentor. They
shall predehijedWlmH—w«H»i 1w evidence of a divine
call and be actively engaged in some ether aspect of ministry
proclamation of the g(hpul except in case of 1l health or advanced
age.
And, be it further
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY. Section 3. Specific
Qualifications, d. Licensed minister, page 113, which currently reads:
d. Licensed minister. Qualifications for license shall be in two
categories:

(1) Preaching ministry. Clear evidence of a divine call. a practical
experience in preaching, together with an evident purpose to devote
one’s time to preaching the gospel. Licensed ministers shall preach at
least 15 times a year, except in case of ill health or infirmity.

(2) Specialized ministry. An evident purpose to devote one’s ime to
a specialized ministry such as Christian education, music. church-related
ministry by a minister’s spouse, or other full-time ministries. The same
qualifications as outlined in Section 2 of this article shall apply.
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RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

Be amended to read:
d. Licensed minister. Qualifications for license shall include be
HEwo categories
(Mfﬂ«#mg Ministry— clear evidence of a divine call, a-practical
X 492@%% character and preparation suitable
tor that galhm..‘ pmuuml ministry experience, and an evident purpose to
devote one’s time-to- predtlnng life in service to the proclamation of the

gospel. Lieens “hat Jeast 15 times a vear. exceptin
case of +H4amlm+w+m+mmv

Q»WHW%)MMWWW*M 10

a speciahized isic, church-related

anw«bvwm«&e;-sww oF mher—{%mwmmme‘v%&ww
qualifications-as-eutlined-in-Seetion 2 of this-article shal-apply-
And, be it further
That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 3. Specific
Qualifications, e. Ordained minister, (3), page 113, which currently reads:

(3) No person may be ordained to the ministry until he or she has
held a license to preach and has been engaged in active work as a
pastor, evangelist, or some other recognized and proven full-time
preaching ministry for at least 2 full consecutive years immediately
prior thereto.

Be amended to read:

(3) No person may be ordained to the ministry until he or she has
shown evidence of a divine call and has held a ministry license te
preach and has been actively cng,dgcd in W%Mds&w
evaneehist or some other fee
ministry and proclamation of lhc gospel for at least 2 full
consecutive years immediately prior thereto.

And, be it further
That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 3. Specific
Qualifications, e. Ordained minister, (6), page 113, which unrrunly reads:
(6) In order to maintain active status, ordained ministers must
preach at least 15 times each year.
Be amended to read:
(()) ln ordcr to nmnmm active status, ordained ministers must
ae ar shall be engaged in viable
ministry and prodamallon of the gospel except for cases of disability,
retirement, _or_other valid circumstances as_determined by the
general secretary.
And, be it further
That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY. Section 6. Official
List, b. Inactive or disabled ministers, (1) Definition, page 114, which
currently reads:

(1) Definition. All ordained and licensed ministers who shall have
preached less than 15 times, and certified ministers who shall have
preached less than 12 times, within a period of 1 year or have not been
actively engaged in some other aspect of ministry shall have their names
placed upon the inactive list for the following year.

Be amended to read:
(1) Definition. Al

“e s the 5 All mmxslgrs \\ho hd\"
not been aulvdy cnmgcd n \mblc ministry and nrocldnmuon of

the gosgcl over a pcnod of 1 year
shall have their names plaud upon

the inactive list for the tollowmé year.
And, be it further
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RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

That General Council Bylaws Article 1IV. COMMITTEES, Section 2.
Credentials Committee, page 104, which currently reads:

The Executive Presbytery shall constitute the credentials committee
of The General Council of the Assemblies of God. and said credentials
committee shall be referred to in these Bylaws as the General Council
Credentials Committee. It shall have the authonty to issue certificates of
ordination, licenses to preach, specialized ministries licenses, and
certified ministers certificates, and to issue annual fellowship cards to
those persons whose renewal questionnaires have received distnct
endorsement. It may delegate the routine work of the credentials
committee to the Executive Leadership Team.

Be amended to read:

The Executive Presbytery shall constitute the credentials commuttee
of The General Council of the Assemblies of God. and said credentials
committee shall be referred to in these Bylaws as the General Council
Credentials Committee. It shall have the authority to issue certificates of
ordination, ministry licenses to-preach, spectatized ministries licenses:
and certified ministers certificates, and to issue annual fellowship cards
to those persons whose renewal questionnaires have received district
endorsement. It may delegate the routine work of the credentials
committee to the Executive Leadership Team.

And. be it further

That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY. Section 3. Specifie
Qualifications, ¢. Certified Minister, (2) Pastoral requirements. Page 112,
which currently reads:

(2) Pastoral requirements. In the event a certified minister is serving
in a position as the pastor. he or she shall be expected to advance to
license to preach within 2 years of acceptance of the pastorate. This shall
not apply to any minister who has reached the age of 65 or older, or
whose certificate has been issued on a provisional basis

Any exceptions
shall be at the discretion of the district credentials committee,
Be amended to read:

(2) Pastoral requirements. In the event a certificd minister s
serving in a position as the pastor, he or she shall be expected to advance
to the ministry license level heense—to—preach within 2 years of
acceptance of the pastorate. This shall not apply to any minister
who has reached the age of 65 or older, or whose certificate has been
issued on a provisional basis. Any exceptions shall be at the
discretion of the district credentials committee.

And, be it further
That General Council Bylaws Article VI MINISTRY, Section 3. Specific
Qualifications, ¢. Ordained minister, (S) Exceptions to requirements, page
113, which currently reads:

(5) Exceptions to requirements. The General Council Credentials
Committee. upon request by a district credentials committee and
where exceptional circumstances exist, may waive the requirements
for an applicant holding a license to preach for 2 full consecutive
years or being a member of the district in which he or she is secking
ordination for at least | year.

Be amended to read:



(5) Exceptions to requirements. The General Council Credentials
Committee, upon request by a district credentials committee and
where exceptional circumstances exist, may waive the requirements
for an applicant holding a ministry license to—preach for 2 full
consecutive years or being a member of the district in which he or
she is seeking ordination for at least | year.

And, be it further
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VII. MINISTRY, Section 5. Certificates,
page 113, which currently reads:

The General Council Credentials Committee is authorized to
issue ordination certificates, licenses to preach, specialized ministries
licenses, and certified ministers certificates, together with the
accompanying annual fellowship card, to all properly qualified and
approved candidates.

Be amended to read:
The General Council Credentials Committee is authorized to
issue ordnmn(m certificates, ministry licenses to—preach, speetalized
5 ses; and certified ministers certificates, together with the
z\ccompunyin& annual fellowship card, to all properly qualified and
approved candidates.
And, be it further
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article VI MINISTRY, Section 11.
Nondisciplinary Credential Terminations, d. Surrender of credentials, page
119, which currently reads:
In all cases the minister shall be requested to surrender his or her
credential (Certificate of Ordination, License to Preach, Specialized
Ministries License, Certificate of Ministry) and current fellowship
card to the district office. The district shall forward these to the
office of the general secretary of The General Council of the
Assemblies of God. Refusal to surrender his or her credential and
current fellowship card shall be considered insubordination and may
result in placing a charge against the minister.
Be amended to read:
In all cases the minister shall be requested to surrender his or her
credential (Certificate of Ordination, Ministry License to—Preach,
Speciatized Ministries-License-Certificate o Mlm.\lry) and current
fellowship card to the district office. The district shall forward these
to the office of the general secretary of The General Council of the
Assemblies of God. Refusal to surrender his or her credential and
current fellowship card shall be considered insubordination and may
result in placing a charge against the minister.
And, be it further
RESOLVED, That any other references to “specialized license™ be removed from the
General Council Bylaws and edited accordingly, and all references to
“license to preach™ be replaced with “ministry license™ or simply,
“license™ as appropriate and edited accordingly.

N _ Resolution 28. Credential Status Change
Ihe Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 28. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 28 as follows:

WHEREAS,  There are occasions when ministers lapse or resign their credentials, after
which information about a prior infraction comes to light that would have
warranted discipline; and



WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

There are no guidelines in the General Council Bylaws for changing a
minister’s status from lapsed or resigned to dismissed should such action
be deemed advisable: therefore. be it
That General Council Bylaws Article X. DISCIPLINE, Section 9. Referral
for Action to the General Council Credentials Committee, paragraph a.
District recommendation, page 129, be amended by the addition of a new
paragraph (3) to read as follows:
(3) Subsequent dismissal. Should evidence come to light following
a minister’s resignation, or the lapse of his or her credentials, of
conduct occurring prior to his or her resignation or lapse of
credentials that would constitute grounds for disciplinary action
under Article X, Section 3, of these Bylaws, the district at its
discretion may request the General Council Credentials Commuittee to
change that minister’s status from lapsed or resigned to dismissed.
The district shall inform the minister involved of its action and,
where applicable, the superintendent of the minister’s district of
affiliation. All rights of appeal will apply.

Resolution 30. Removal of Executive Officers
and Directors For Cause

The Resolutions Commuittee presented Resolution 30 and moved its adoption.

A motion was made and seconded to amend Resolution 30 by striking the words, “or other
grounds.”™ The motion lost.

A motion was made and seconded to take the vote by secret ballot. The motion lost.

A motion to adopt Resolution 30 carried. Resolution 30 as adopted follows:

WHEREAS.

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Article 1l ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND PRESBYTERS. Scction 2.
Nominations and Elections, page 97, of the Bylaws of The General Council of
the Assemblies of God provides for the nomination and clection of officers; and
Article IX. OFFICERS AND PRESBYTERIES OF THE GENERAL
COUNCIL, Section 1. Executive Officers, page 90, of the Constitution of
The General Council of the Assemblies of God specifies that officers shall
serve for a 4-year term; and

Article 11 ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND PRESBYTERS, Section 3.
Vacancies, page 99. of the Bylaws of The General Council of the
Assemblies of God provides for the selection of exceutive officers when
an executive office has become vacant through “death or other cause™ and
The Constitution and Bylaws of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God do not provide for the removal of an officer prior to the end of a term
unless an officer’s credential has been revoked as a result of disciplinary
action pursuant to the Bylaws: and

The Constitution and Bylaws of The General Council of the Assemblies of
God do not provide for the removal of an officer from office prior to the
end of a term for reasons not constituting grounds for disciplinary action,
including but not limited to incapacity. incfficiency. or incompetence: and

The mission of the Assemblies of God may be directly and adversely affected
by the inability to remove an officer prior to the end of a term of office for
reasons not constituting grounds for disciplinary action: therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article 1l ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
PRESBYTERS, pages 97-100, be amended by the addition of a new
Section 4. Removal for Cause which shall read as follows:

Section 4. Removal for Cause

The Executive Presbytery by two-thirds vote may remove an
officer from office prior to the end of a term if, in its judgment.
there is clear and convincing evidence of incapacity, inefficiency.
incompetence, or other grounds, not constituting a basis for formal
discipline pursuant to Article X of the Bylaws, that renders the
officer unfit for office and compromises the mission of the
Assemblies of God. Such a decision by the Executive Presbytery
shall not be effective unless and until it is ratified by the General
Presbytery by two-thirds vote.

Resolution 31. Assemblies of God U.S. Missions
Church Planting and Development Name Change
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 31. A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 31 as follows:

WHEREAS,  The Executive Presbytery has acted to rename the Church Planting and
Development Department within Assemblies of God U.S. Missions to

WHEREAS,  The General Presbytery has acted to revise The General Council of the
Assemblies of God Organizational Manual bringing it into conformity
with this name change; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws Article XIV. ASSEMBLIES OF GOD U.S.
MISSIONS,  Section 2. Organization and Governance, paragraph .
Departments, subparagraph (3), page 136, which currently reads:

(3) Church Planting and Development provides ministry to
facilitate and support the development, planting, and multiplication
of missional churches.

Be amended to read:

(3) Missionary Church Planters and Developers Chwveh—Planting
and—Pevelopment provides ministry to facilitate and support  the
development, planting, and multiplication of missional churches.

Resolution 32. Amenability to General Superintendent
The Resolutions Committee presented Resolution 32, A motion prevailed to adopt
Resolution 32 as follows:

WHEREAS,  The General Council Bylaws, Article . DUTIES OF OFFICERS,
PRESBYTERS, EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM, Section 1. Duties of the
General Superintendent, calls upon the general superintendent to give leadership
to all the work of The General Council of the Assemblies of God: and

WHEREAS.  The General Council Bylaws, Article 1II, Section 1, paragraph n. also
specifically calls upon the general superintendent to lead “Tier I leadership.
executive officers and the Executive Presbytery™; and

WHEREAS,  The General Council Bylaws, Article 111, Section 2. Duties of the Assistant
General - Superintendent,  paragraph ¢, assigns the assistant  general
superintendent to “Perform any other functions under the supervision of the
General Superintendent, or such as may be directed by the General
Council, the General Presbytery, or the Executive Presbytery.” as well as
listing other leadership bodies of this Fellowship™; and
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WHEREAS.,
WHEREAS,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

RESOLVED,

This same language is absent from the descriptions and assignments of
other members of the Executive Leadership team: and
Clarity of assignment, amenability, and internal authority is always to be
desired; therefore, be it
That General Council Bylaws Article [l DUTIES OF OFFICERS,
PRESBYTERS, EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM, Section 3. Duties of the
General Secretary, paragraph f, page 101, which reads:
Perform such other functions as are customary or as may be
directed by the General Council, the General Presbytery. or
the Executive Presbytery.
Be amended to read:
Perform such other functions as are customary under the
supervision of the general superintendent, or such as may be
directed by the General Council, the General Presbytery, or the
Executive Presbytery.
And, be it further
That General Council Bylaws Article 111, DUTIES OF OFFICERS,
PRESBYTERS, EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM. Section 4. Dutics
of the General Treasurer, paragraph f, page 101, which reads:
Perform such other functions as are customary for the office
of the general treasurer as may be directed by the General
Council, the General Presbytery, or the Executive Presbytery.
Be amended to read:
Perform such other functions as are customary for-the-office
of-the-general-treasurer under the supervision of the general
superintendent, or such as may be directed by the General
Council, the General Presbytery, or the Executive Presbytery.
And, be it further
That General Council Bylaws Article 11l DUTIES OF OFFICERS,
PRESBYTERS, EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM, Scction 5. Dutics
of the Executive Director of Assemblies of God World Missions,
paragraph h, page 102, which reads:
Perform such other functions as may be directed by the General
Council, the General Presbytery, or the Executive Presbytery.
Be amended to read:
Perform such other functions as are customary under the
supervision of the general superintendent, or such as may be
directed by the General Council, the General Presbytery, or
the Exccutive Presbytery.
And, be it further
That General Council Bylaws Article [1I. DUTIES OF OFFICERS,
PRESBYTERS. EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM, Section 6. Duties
of the Executive Director of Assemblies of God U.S. Missions, paragraph
g, page 102, which reads:
Perform suc