


of the 

Thirty-Fourth 

GENERAL COUNCIL 

of the 

ASSEMBLIES 0 

(incorporated under the laws oi the State of 
Missouri, October 13, 1916; amended Sep- 
tember 26, 1919 and September 7, l965) 

Convened at Kansas City, Missouri 
August “I 9-24, 1971 
printed in the U.S.A.) 



PBEFACE 

The minutes of the Thirty-Fourth General Council with the 
revised Constitution and Bylaws of The General Council of the 
Assemblies of God are presented herein. 

Those who attended this historic Council will agree that a 
great deal of business was transacted, some of which aff;;$;’ 

Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws have been made 
the philosophy and structure of the General Council ’ 

where specific changes were indicated. Some areas, not ful!y 
resolved, will await further consideration by another Council m 

,: 

..--.:-- 
M331”ll. 

There were a number of items scheduled on the agenda of 
the Kansas City Council which were not considered due to a 
lack of time. All items of pertinence will be rescheduled as 
items of unfinished business for the 1973 General Council, should 
Jesus tarry. 

In behalf of the Executive Presbytery, appreciation is ex- 
pressed to all ministers, delegates, visitors, and committees who 
contributed so much to make the Thirty-Fourth General Council 
one of the outstanding Councils in the bistory of the Assemblies 
of God. 

Bartlett Peterson 
General Secretary 
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MINUTES OF 
TIIE THIRTY-FOURTH GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE 

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD CONVENED AT KANSAS CITY, 
MISSOURI 

AUGUST 19-24,197I 

The Thirty-Fourth General Council convened in the hiunk- 

ipal Auditorium in Kansas City, Missouri, on Thursday after- 
noon, August 19, at 2 o’clock. The General Superintendent, Thos. 

F. Zimmerman presided over the meeting. He introduced Pastor 
Lidstrand of Ventura, California, who had been selected to lead 
the singing during the Council. Cyril McLellan, Revivaltime 
choir director, was in charge of a special choir from the area 
churches. The congregation was greatly blessed by the ministry 
of music, both in song and in instrumental numbers throughout 
the Council. Sincere appreciation is expressed to all of those who 
participated. For the opening service, L. B. Larsen, minister of 
music at general headquarters, served at the organ, with Mrs. 
Larsen at the piano. Pastor G. ‘W. Hardcastle, II, of Kansas City, 
Missouri, accompanied by Mrs. Hardcastle, brought a special 
number in song. 

The ,theme for the Council was announced as “Take the 
Word.” The Scripture reading for the afternoon service was 
Psalm 119:1-8. 

Brother Bert Webb, retired assistant general superintendent, 
offered prayer for many urgent needs as the facilities were 
dedicated to the glory of God. 

Special features during the Council included a “Kiddie Kower” 
for the infants through five years, which was staffed by ladies 
from Victoria Tabernacle of Kansas City, Kansas. Children and 
youth activities were also planned for the respective age groups. 

Special thanks go to those who were responsible for sponsoring 
these activities: Ann Ahlf and Mrs. Bernice Lowenberg, Child 
Care; Jerry Stroup, Children; and Jerry Sandidge, Youth. 
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The Council, likewise, was greatly blessed by the anointed 
preaching of the Word. The deep appreciation of all the visitors 
and delegates goes to those who ministered in both the day 
and night services. On Thursday night the General Superin- 
tendent, Thomas F. Zimmerman, brought an inspiring keynote 
message on the theme, “The Word of Authority.” Other evening 
speakers were: Pastor Roy Sapp of Wilmington, California, on 
Friday for the “Reach America” Rally; Evangelist David Wilker- 
son of Irvine, California, for the Youth Rally on Saturday; 
Evangelist Lowell Lundstrom of Sisseton, South Dakota, on 
Sunday for the evangelistic service; and Pastor Don M. Cox on 
Monday. The able ministry of these dedicated men was of 
great blessing to the thousands of people who filled the Munic- 
ipal Auditorium for these inspiring services. Inasmuch as The 
Pentecostal Evangel carries a full report of the evangelistic 
services, further details are not included in these minutes. 

A special feature of the 34th General Council was the em- 
phasis on prayer. The morning Bible hour began at 8:45, with a 
26minute prayer “segment” immediately preceding the business 
meeting. Brothers Roy Wead and Wesley Hurst were in aharge 
of the special prayertime. 

U. S. Grant, pastor in Kansas City, Kansas, and local coordinator 
for the General Council, introduced Dr. Charles Wheeler, mayor 
of Kansas City, Missouri, who extended the official welcome to 
the delegates and visitors of the 34th General Council. 

The General Superintendent introduced the superintendents of 
the host districts: W. B. Friend of Northern Missouri, Paul 
Lowenberg of Kansas, and N. Cleo Tapp of Southern Missouri. 
Brother Tapp responded in behalf of the districts and the min- 
isters and churches of the Greater Kansas City area, welcoming 
all in the name of the Lord. 

The chair Introduced fraternal delegate Chester H. Heath of 
Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania, president of the Free Gospel Church, 
who brought greetings from that organization. 

Also introduced were: Vincent Salituro of Springfield, IMissouri, 
who brought greetings in behalf of Frank P. Fortunate, general 
overseer of the Christian Church of North America; B. E. Under- 
wood, assistant general superintendent and executive director 
of world missions of the Penteoostal Holiness Church, was present 
to bring the official greetings of that group to the Council. 
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Pastor Victor Mannhalter of Kansas City, Missouri, superintendent 
of the Midway Division of the International Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel, likewise brought greetings in behalf of his 
church. 

Roger Copin, editor of the official periodical of the French 
Assemblies of God, brought greetings from the brethren in 
France. Missionary Joe G. Mazziserved as interpreter. 

The chair introduced the Executive Presbytery, as follows: 
G. Raymond Carlson, T. E. Gannon, Charles W. H. Scott, 
Kermit Reneau, J. Philip Hogan, assistant general superinten- 
dents; Bartlett Peterson, general secretary; M. B. Netzel, general 
treasurer; and nonresident executive presbyters: Edgar Bethany, 
E. M. Clark, N. D. Davidson, Joseph R. Flower, G. W. Hard- 
castle, Sr., Paul Lowenberg, D. H. McLaughlin, and Roy Wead. 
He stated that each has served with distinction in the area of 
his responsibility. 

The chair also introduced retired executive officers: E. S. 
Williams, general superintendent; Gayle F. Lewis, general su- 
perintendent; Bert Webb, assistant general superintendent; and 
Noel Perkin, executive director of Foreign Missions. 

The congregation stood in honor and recognition of the ser- 
vices they .had rendered to the Fellowship and to the cause of 
Christ. 

Greetings were extended from retired officer, Fred Vogler, 
assistant general superintendent, who had not been able to be 
present due to physical limitations. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the General Sec- 
retary send an appropriate telegram of greeting to Brother and 
Sister Vogler. 

Brother Zimmemran espressed appreciation for all of the com- 
mittees serving the Kansas City Council: 

COhfMITTEES 

Budget 
M. B. Netzel, chairman; L. W. Dickinson, David Flower, W. B. 
Friend, R. E. Goggin, James E. Griggs, G. W. Hardcastle II, 
Stanton Johnson, Paul Lowenberg, William Vickcr) 

hlinisterial Relations 
Hcnnan Rohde. chairman; hiarqhall Callowa~. James Ellis, Robert 
Gatlin, Fay Hutchinson, Willard It. Leisy, Frank McAllister, 
Wallace Odum, Robert Pirtle 
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Parliamentary 
S. Harland Petersen, chairman; Richard Dortch, Delmer Guynes 

Resolutions 
Fred Smolchuck, chairman; W. E. Cummings, J. B. Linney, 
Derald Musgrove, Arthur Parsons, Paul Radke, N. Glen Rich, 
Peter Rios, N. Cleo Tapp 

Roster 
Arthur F. Berg, chairman; G. H. Altman, Wanda L. Bain, Alex 
Baxan, William Bray, Charles E. Crank, James H. Gilbert, 
Ellwood Grissom, A. Reuben Hartwick, Mrs. J. 0. Howard, 
Nelson Kenyon, Lewis I. LaMance, Raymond Loven, Harvey 
Meppelink, Annon Newbum, Morris Ohlin, Marion Ravan, 
David Scott, Charles Shaffer, Tom Shepherd, Bob Skipper, 
Howard Spruill, Norman Tosten, Lemuel D. h4cElyea 

Tellers 
Willis Berry, chairman; Albert Earle, Grant Wacker, and Gordon 
Zercher, captains; Marcus Bakke, John W. Beardsley, David 
Berquist, Joseph E. Blount, J. L. Boulware, D. J. Burrell, H. L. 
Carroll, Bob D. Claycomb, H. S. Cowart, Oliver Dalaba, Lloyd 
Eflin, Paul Evans, A. J. Frank, W. B. Franklin, Kenneth 
Freiheit, Norman E. Hartshorn, John Hollis, Claude E. Johnson, 
Arthur Klaus, Leland Lebsack, Joseph Lukowski, Frank Martin, 
Ammi H. Miller, Bud W. Orf, Robert Pagett, James E. Peters, 
Herschel Phillips, Don Rippy, Geral Rogers, Robert Sites, Lavem 
Snyder, Daniel Spina, Eddie Spinola, Melvin Steward, Glenn 
E. Strickland, Herman W. Thiemann, R. 0. Tufte, A. F. Vigil, 
John Washler, Robert Way 

National Committees 

Arrangements 
G. Raymond Carlson, chaimran; Kermit Rtncau, T. F. Zinuner- 
man 

Convention Coordinator 
Warren F. h4cPherson 

Child Care 
Ann Ahlf; Bernice Lowenhcrg, assitant 

Children’s Acti\-ities 
Jerry S&UP 
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Exhibits-Truckiug 
Harris Jansen 

Housing-Hospitalit) 
Gayle Erwin 

Platform 
Dick Champion, coordinator; David Irwin, assistant; Harris Lid- 
strand, song leader; Lee Shultz, music; Cyril h4cLellan, choir 
director; C. T. Beem, sound advisor 

Publicity 
Warren F. h4cPherson; Elva J. Hoover, assistant 

Ushers 
William G. Eastlake; Thomas Sanders, assistant 

Youth Activities 
Jerry Sandidge 

Local Committees 

Local Coordinator 
U. S. Grant 

Child Care 
Hers&l \i\‘. Barnett 

Children’s Activities 
Wiilinrn- Cambers, chairman; Ardelia Ladd, Virginia S&)n?on 

Choir 
Clinton Vanzant, chairman; Royce Beckett, C. G. M&leery, 
W. 0. hlontgomery, Bill Popejoy 

Equipment 
Paul W. Brewer, chairman; Lee Calhoun, John 0. Howard, 
Vernon Porter 

Exhibits-Trucking 
Bob Johnson, chairman; E. E. Hcnlcy, Forrest D. McClellan, 
Luther h4iller, W. B. Owen, T. W. Stark, Russell Wi&art, 
Paul E. Morris, Herschel Phillips 

Housing-Ifospitality 
John Thompson, clroimran; Gail Howard 

l’ublicib 
G. W. Ilardcastlc 11, chairnran; Larry Alil~auglr, \.cI IlOil Ct~pt!r, 

Lester Duncan, G. A. Green 
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Ushers 
Don Schoff, chairman; George Acree, Milton Beckett, Alvin 
L. Clevenger, E. Leon Coffey, Ralph Houghton, James R. Odem, 
Aaron H. Pack, Otho Smith 

Youth Activities 
Bruce Walker, chairman; James A. Bell, Ken Raggio 

A motion to ratify the committees as presented was seconded 
and carried. The chair requested the Parliamentary Committee 
to be seated on the platform. 

Adoption of Agenda 

Attention was called to the agenda as printed on page 16 
of the program. The chainnan stated that in conformity with 
the request of the Dallas Council, resolutions had been prepared 
early and had been placed in the registration packets for the dele- 
gates. 

Business of an emergency nature should be determined by a 
two-thirds vote of the Council, with the understanding that this 
would not apply to business growing out of the Executive Pres- 
bytery and the General Presbytery meetings just prior to the 
General Council. 

A motion prevailed that the agenda be adopted as a guide 
rather than a control. 

Report of the General Superintendent 

T. E. Gannon, assistant general superintendent, served in the 
chair as the General Superintendent, Thos. F. Zimmerman, 
brought the biennial report in behalf of the executive officers. 

Brother Zimmerman presented an attractive four-color, 32- 
page brochure, which had been prepared in response to the 
action of the Dallas Council affecting departmental reports. The 
booklet contained an overview of Assemblies of God ministries, 
with ten year summaries of various areas. The brochure had been 
carried as a supplement to Aduunce magazine, thus providing 
a constituency-wide coverage of Assemblies of God ministries. 

The chair directed attention to page 31 of the brochure 
which listed department and division leaders. He likewise in- 
troduced headquarters personnel seated on the platform. Hc 
stated that these represented over 660 faithful workers at 
general headquarters. 
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A notion prevailed that the report of the General Superinten- 
dent be received with thanks and appreciation. 

The chair was returned to Brother Zimmerman, 

General Secretary’s Report 

The General Secretary, Bartlett Peterson, presented highlights 
from the printed brochure. He reported a total of 19,706 
licensed and ordained ministers, including 1,842 Christian work- 
ers. Churches totaled 8,734, with a total membership of 645,891. 
The Sunday school enrollment was reported at 1,064,63I. 

A motion prevailed that the report be received with ap- 
preciation. 

General Treasurer’s Report 

The General Treasurer, M. B. Netzel, called attention to the 
Ten Year Summary on pages 20 and 21 of the report. He 
gave additional information as to increases during the biennium 
in the following areas: Total assets on March 31, 1971 were 
$22,181,627, representing a 22.72% increase over the past bien- 
nium. Gospel Publishing House sales were $13,386,403 for the 
biennium, an increase of 17.69%. General Council receipts were 
$31,553,715, an increase of 24.52%. The General Treasurer re- 
viewed likewise pertinent areas of the official audit which had 
been prepared in a separate report and distributed to the 
delegates through the registration packet. 

Following the General Treasurer’s presentation, it was moved 
and seconded that the report be accepted, with the under- 
standing questions could be asked later if it were so desired. 
The motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was carried by a 
show of hands. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the reports be 
accepted as they have been distributed. 

A motion prevailed to recess at 4:45 p.m., with the business 
session to reconvene at 8~45 Friday morning. 

Following the Doxology, the service was dismissed in prayer 
by E. S. Williams, former general superintendent. 

FRIDAY MORNING-AUGUST 20 

M. B. Netzel, general treasurer, led the devotional service 
which began at 8:45 Friday morning. The Scripture reading 
was Psalm 119:17-24, 
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The message of the morning was brought by Carl 0. Lindberg, 
superintendent of the Northern New England District. His text 
was Matthew I6:13-18, and the subkct, “Revelation-its blessings, 
its testings, and its triumphs!” 

The prayer-time emphasis was led by Wesley Hurst, field 
secretary to the Far East. He called on Brother G. W. Hardcastle, 
Sr. to lead in prayer and to remember our pastors and ministers 
in addition to urgent special requests. 

The General Superintendent called the business session to 
order at 1O:lO. He introduced Kiyoma Yumiyama, general su- 
perintendent of the Assemblies of God in Japan, who brought 
greetings from the brethren of that land. 

The General Secretary read telegrams of greetings from R. W. 
Taitinger, general superintendent of the Pentecostal Assemblies 
of Canada and the Reverend A. C. Bates of Waxahachie, Texas. 

A motion was made, seconded, and carried that these greet- 
ings be received with appreciation. 

Additional Tellers 

The chair was advised that some of the tellers had been 
unable to attend the Council. He requested the following brethren 
to serve on the Tellers Committee: Fred Halquist, Wilmer L. 
Williams, Alan Phillips, Merle Harris, Vincent Salituro, C. P. 
Leatherwood, Noland Ball, Elbert Mason, Marvin C. N&on, 
James Barnes, and J. Dan Woodall. 

Article VIII Study Committee Report 

The Dallas Council had referred two items of the com- 
mittee’s report for further study and reporting to the 34th 
General Council. They therefore appear as unfinished items of 
business on the agenda. D. H. McLaughlin, chairman of the 
committee, presented the report and expressed appreciation to 
other members of the committee: William 1Icnzics, co-chairmn; 
Carl Lindherg, Ha)n~or~d Ilud5on, l-hi~d! jlcinherg, and G. Ii. 
Lewis. 
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He requested Brother Me&es to read the report: 

First Item: Eschatology 

The committee understood its assignment to be a matter of 
editing, so that what was passed by resolution at the 1969 
General Council would appear properly in Article VIII of the 
Bylaws. 

Recommended changes : 

1. Article VIII, Section 3, subsection “c,” paragraph 2, be 
deleted, but added to subsection “d” with the modifications 
indicated below. 

2. Article VIII, Section 3, subsection “d” be titled “Amillen- 
nialism.” 

“The General Council of the Assemblies of God disapproves 
of the amillennial teaching and its attendant erroneous philos- 
ophy which denies the fact of a literal 1,000 years’ reign of 
Christ on the earth, and substitutes for it the theory that 
this Christian or Church dispensation is the spiritual millen- 
nium of which, its proponents say, the Bible writers proph- 
esied.” 

3. The paragraph from subsection “c” be modified and added 
to subsection “d,” as follows: 

“We recommend that should any of our ministers embrace 
any of the foregoing eschatological errors, they refrain from 
preaching or teaching them. Should they persist in empha- 
sizing these doctrines to the point of making them an issue, 
their standing in the Fellowship will be seriously affected. 
(Luke 21:34-36; 1 Thess. 5:9, 10; 2 Thess. 1:4-10; Rev. 
3:lO; 19; 20. 

It was moved and seconded that the report of the committee 
dealing with eschatology be adopted. The motion carried. 

Second Item: Divorce and Remarriage 

Brother Men&s read the recommendations of the committee 
regarding the subject of divorce and remarriage. A motion pre- 
vailed to table this section of the report until copies could be 
distributed to the delegates. 
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Retirement Committee Report 

This report also came as an item of unfinished business from 
the Dallas Council, Members of the committee were: T. E. 
Gannon, chairman; N. Cleo Tapp, E. M. Clark, Herman Rohde, 
Eugene Bell, William Robertson, Fay Hutchinson, M. B. Netzel, 
and S. Harland Petersen. 

The committee offered the following recommendations : 

“That Ministers’ Benefit Association continue to be the 
official retirement program which the Assemblies of God 
makes available to its ministers. That the Board of Directors 
of MBA promote MBA: 
1. By asking the Executives of the General Council to take 
the initiative in promoting it. 

2. By encouraging active participation by district officers and 
local churches throughout the Fellowship. 
3. That in our promotional material we incorporate positive 
statements of the needs and demands of ministerial retirees. 
Many of our ministers live in parsonages while actively en- 
gaged in the ministry. Maximum Social Security benefits 
are not adequate to provide a home as well as living expenses. 
4. That at the earliest date possible the Board of Directors 
employ a full-time employee for the promotion of MBA 
throughout the entire constituency. This should include 
personal contact with district personnel and church boards. 
That should any General Council funds become available to 
augument MBA, priority consideration be given to using 
such monies toward the support and expense of maintaining 
full-time personnel and of providing proper promotional 
pieces. Such a service could become beneficial to all 
credential holders. 
It was observed that literature on the Ministers Benefit As- 

sociation is available for those interested. 
It was moved, seconded, and carried that the report be 
adopted. 

Organizational Structure Report 

The Organizational Structure Study Committee report came as 
a referral from the Dallas Council and was therefore on the 
agenda as an unfinished item of business. The rccommenda~- 
tion for the study had been received from the Committee on 
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Advance and provided that “an in-depth study of the overall 
headquarters organization (structure, functions, and assignments ) 
be made in relation to the new statement on purpose.” In 
response to the action of the General Council, the following 
committee was selected to make the study: Cyril Homer, R. L. 
Brandt, R. D. E. Smith, Roy Wead, James Hamill, Louis Hauff, 
E. M. Clark, Joseph Gerhart, and Obie L. Harrup. 

The report consisted of two sections: first, the report in- 
cluding sixteen recommendations; and, second, proposed con- 
stitutional and bylaw changes to implement the recommenda- 
tions. It had been circulated to the ministerial constituency prior 
to the convening of the General Council. 

Cyril Homer, committee chairman, read the report with its 
recommendations. 

Following the reading of the report, a motion prevailed to 
receive the report and express profound appreciation to the 
committee for the many hours of work devoted to this report 
and for its clarity and conciseness, and the manner of its 
presentation. 

Discussion followed as to procedure in considering the report 
and the accompanying proposed constitutional and bylaw changes. 

There was a motion to recess at 11:45 to reconvene at 2 
o’clock. The motion was seconded and carried. 

Following the Doxology, prayer was offered by Brother N. D. 
Davidson. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON-AUGUST 20 

The afternoon meeting opened with the singing of a num- 
ber of choruses. Chaplain Stanford E. Linzey led in prayer. 
Psalm 119:25-32 was read by Joseph R. Flower, superintendent 
of the New York District. The offering was received by M. A. 
Groff. 



Roster committee Report 

Arthur Berg, chairman of the Roster Committee, made the 
following report: 

Ordained ministers 2,5@J 
Delegates 833 
Voting constituency 3,342 
Visitors 1,859 
Fot:itors 

5,4&i 
Licensed ministers 244 

It was moved, seconded, and passed that the report of the 
Roster Committee be accepted with the understanding that the 
roster would remain open. 

Organizational Structure Committee Report 
(Continued) 

The question of procedure was again discussed. The chair 
recommended that the sixteen recommendations of the report be 
considered seriatim, and that corresponding enabling legislation 
be taken up in the section dealing with the proposed constitution- 
al and bylaw changes. 

A question of privilege was raised whereupon a motion was 
offered that the report be considered seriatim and that all six- 
teen recommendations be acted upon before the proposed con- 
stitution and bylaw changes are considered. The motion was 
seconded. 

The voice was not clear and a division of the house was 
called for, The chair requested those in favor of the motion to 
stand; likewise, the negative vote. It was clear from the 
standing vote that the motion passed. 

Cyril Homer read the first proposition: 

1. That the General Presbytery shall be the official policy- 
making body of the General Council when the General 
Council is not in session. 

It was moved and seconded that recommendation number 
one be adopted. 

Discussion ensued regarding the implications oi the role the 
General Presbytery would have in becoming a “policy-making” 
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body. It was the ruling of the chair that point one did not 
construe legislative powers. There was a request from the floor 
that the discussion include the underlying philosophy of a prop- 
osition. The chair stated that while there could be a pref- 
atory statement from the committee when a proposition is pre- 
sented, it would not be considered germane to engage in philos- 
ophical discussions. He pointed out, however, that it is the pre- 
rogative of the house to probe and find out anything it needs to 
know in order to reach a proper decision on what is proposed. 

Following further discussion, the question was called for. The 
motion to adopt item one of the report was then voted upon 
and declared carried. 

Brother Homer mad item 2 and requested the privilege of 
presenting for consideration the first two sentences as 2-a, and 
then considering item 3 before taking up the rest of item 2, 
as item 2-b. 

2-a. That the Executive Presbytery shall serve as the Board 
of Directors for the organization. They shall interpret the 
policies enacted by the General Council and by the General 
Presbytery. 

It was moved and seconded that 2-a be adopted, 

Again, a definition of policy was called for. Historically, the 
.General Council in session has been the only policy-making body. 
Presently neither the General Presbytery nor the Executive 
Presbytery initiates policy that affects the Fellowship. 

The committee chairman stated that the word “legislation” as 
contained in the report is not Intended to give to the General 
Presbytery the power to revise the Constitution and Bylaws. 

The motion to adopt item 2-a was then voted upon and. 
declared carried. 

Brother Homer presented item 3: 

“That there shall be one assistant general superintendent who 
shall serve without portfolio. The portfolios carried presently 
by assistant general superintendents shall be placed at the 
nation;*1 ~lin-rrtr~r‘; I~~T.P).” 

) It was moved and seconded &at item 3 be adopted. 
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Discussion ensued as to the merits of the new legislation over 
lvhat presently obtains. Opinions were expressed both for and 
against the proposition. Following continued debate,. a motion 
-prev&d that the session be recessed until Saturday morning. 
Following the Doxokgy, the session was recessed with prayer 
by Brother L. E. King at 5:OS p.m. 

SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 21 

Devotional iervices were not scheduled since prayer break- 
fasts had, been planned for the men, women, and youth. 

Don Stover and Dan Mercado served at the piano and organ 
as the business session began. 

Brother G. Raymond Carlson read Psalm 119:33-40, follow- 
ing which Brother Lloyd Jorgenson, superintendent of: North 
Dakota District, led’in prayer. 

The General ‘Superintendent declared the business session open 
at 1O:lO a.m. 

Report of the Roster Committee 

The report of the Roster Committee was presented by Brother 
Berg: 

Ordained ministers 2,646 
Delegates 860 
Voting constituency 3,506 
Licensed ministers 281 
Visitors 2,322 
Total registered 6,109 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the report of the 
Roster Committee be accepted and that the roster remain open 
for further registration. 

Cablegram-Ghana 

The General Secretary read a cablegram received from the 
Assemblies of God in Ghana. 

It was moved and seconded that the General Secretary 
respond to this cable and convey the greetings of this 34th 
General Council to the Assemblies of God in Ghana. The motion 
was carried. 

Organizational Structure Report--continued 

At the close of the session on Friday there was a motion on 
the floor to adopt item 3 of the committee report on Crganiza- 
tional Structure. Discussion on the proposition resumed. 
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A motion was made and seconded that item. 3 be amended to 
read “there shall be four assistant general superintendents who 
shall serve without portfolio, thus striking out the word “one” 
and inserting the word “four.” 

A point of order was raised to the effect that the motion to 
amend was not a proper motion since all we would have to 
do is vote down item 3 and we would have the same thing. 

With the concurrence of the Parliamentary Committee the 
chair sustained the point of order. There was an appeal from the 
floor on the decision of the chair. It was pointed out that the 
difference is in the words “serve” and “elect.” Four assistant 
general superintendents serving without portfolio would not be 
the same as four assistant general superintendents ebcted with- 
out portfolio. 

The appeal of the house was sustained and the motion to 
amend item 3 by substituting “four” for “one” was declared 
a proper motion. 

Objection was raised to members of the Organizational Struc- 
ture Committee using the platfomr mike for speeches. The 
chair ruled that the platform mike would not be used for 
speeches either for or against a proposition. 

There was a motion from the floor to overrule the ruling 
of the chair to allow the members of the Organizational Structure 
Committee to use the platform mike. The motion was seconded 
and carried. 

There was a motion calling for the previous question. 

Objection was raised to the chair recognizing the motion 
calling for the previous question since it was felt those opposed 
to the proposition should have ample opportunity to speak. 
The chair sustained the objection, but again there was an 
appeal from the floor which set aside the ruling of the chair. The 
motion calling for the previous question was then declared a 
proper motion. 

The vote on the motion calling for the previous question 
was declared lost. 

A motion was made to amend the amendment by deleting 
the words “without portfolio” and inserting “There shall be 
4 assistant gencml superintendents c~kcttd Portfolios shall br 
assigned to these assistant general superintendents. by the Execu- 
tive Presbytery. The motion was seconded. 
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A motion was made to recess at 12 o’clock and to recon- 
vene at 1:30. It was seconded and carried. After the Doxology 
prayer was offered by William Robertson, superintendent of 
Southern California District. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 21 

The meeting began at 1:30 with prayer by Brother Edgar 
Be&any. 

American Bible Society 

Fred Lessten, representative from the American Bible Society, 
gave a brief report of the project to distribute Bibles in Burma 
and in Ghana. He conveyed the deep appreciation of the ABS to 
the Assemblies of God constituency for its participation and 
cooperation in the Bible distribution ministry. 

Following Brother Lessten’s remarks, Fred Smolcl~uck, chair- 
man of the Resolutions Committee, presented the following res- 
olution: 

WHEREAS, the General Council of the Assemblies of God. 
firmly believes that eternal salvation is available to men 
only through belief in and obedience to the Lord Jesus 
Christ and that the Great Commission demands the Church to 
proclaim the gospel of Christ to all men in every nation; and 

WHEREAS, the ever-expanding missionary ministry of the 
Assemblies of ‘G&l both in the United States and in 87 
foreign countries of the world requires a continuous’ source 
of millions of copies of the printed Word ‘of God in order 
to carry out the divine mandate upon this Fellowship; and 
WHEREAS, .the American Bible Society has dedicated itself 
to the translation, publishing, and distribution of the Bible 
without profit and often below cost, thus providing an 
essential missionary service to our worldwide evangelistic 
ministry; and 

WHEREAS, the cooperative efforts of the American Bible 
Society and the Assemblies of God had made possible such 
strategically important Bible undertakings as the present 
Bibbs for Burnur project and the new Chinese Bible project; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this 34th General Council of the Assem- 
1 blips of God expre+q its deep app~rcialir~~r I-O 11c,\~r,~lcl Fred 
Lessten for his inspiring presentation of the ministry of the 
American Bible Society, rind iti continuing gratitude to the 
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Society for its invaluable assistance to the Assemblies of 
God in providing Bibles, New Testaments, and Scripture 
portions for its worldwide missionary work; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That we strongly urge each church in this 
Fellowship to contribute substantially to the work of the 
American Bible Society, with specific encouragement to re- 
ceivd an annual offering for Universal Bible Sunday; and, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That we re-emphasize the necessity of daily 
Bible reading for all Christian believers, and that we dedicate 
ourselves anew to the spreading of the Word of God to 
all men, both in America and around the world. 

The n&ion to adopt the resolution was seconded and car- 
ried. 

The General Secretary read a cablegram of greeting from 
Justice DuPlessis, general secretary of the Apostolic Faith Mission 
in South Africa. 

It was moved and seconded that the General Secretary convey 
appropriate greetings to the Apostolic Faith Mission in South 
Africa. The motion carried. 

A privileged motion was made that a telegram be sent to the 
President of the United States, informing him that the Assemblies 
of ‘God is praying for him in the General Council in session in 
Kans& City, Missouri. The motion was seconded. It was sug- 
gested’ that the telegram be referred to the Resolutions Com- 
mittee for proper wording. The motion was voted upon and 
declared .carried with the understanding that the committee be 
given poker to act. Leonard Palmer was asked to lead in prayer 
for the President. 

I’ Organizational Structure Study Committee 
(Continuation) 

D’isc&ion resumed on the motion to amend the ,amendment 
which ,was before the house at the close of the morning meet- 
ing: “That there shall be four assistant general superintendent< 
elected. Portfolios will be assigned to these four assistant gen- 
eral superintendents by the Executive Presbytery.” 



A privileged motion was made to suspend the order of business 
and to begin the elections, passing over the elections of assistant 
general superintendents, and begin with the general secretary, 
the general treasurer, the executive director of Foreign Missions, 
and the eight nonresident executive presbyters. The motion 
was seconded. 

An amendment was offered to proceed with the elections as 
soon as item 3 had been decided. The motion to amend was 
seconded and carried. 

The motion as amended to suspend the order of business and 
proceed with the elections at the conclusion of the action on 
item 3 was then voted upon and declared carried. 

An objection was made as to the propriety of the action 
since there was not a clear understanding as to the meaning 
of the amendment, and what officers are to be elected. 

The chair ruled that the action was in order. A motion appeal- 
ing the ruling of the chair was seconded and carried. 

Item 3 was therefore before the house. A motion calling 
for the previous question was seconded, but when voted upon 
was declared lost. 

The motion to amend the amendment pertaining to item 3 
which provided for 4 assistant general superintendents to be 
elected and assigned portfolios by the Executive Presbytery was 
voted upon and declared lost. The amendment to provide for 
4 assistant general superintendents who would serve without 
portfolio was also voted upon and declared lost. 

The main motion to adopt item 3 which provided for one 
assistant general superintendent to serve without portfolio was 
then before the house. 

A substitute motion was made that there shall be 4 assistant 
general superintendents who shall be elected without portfolio 
and to whom portfolios shall be assigned by the General Su- 
perintendent in consultation with the nonresident executive pres- 
byters; and, furthermore, that one of the assistant general su- 
perintendents shall be designated by separate election to be 
the successor to the General Superintendent in the event there is 
a vacancy in his office. 

The chair declared it an improper motion. 
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A motion prevailed calling for the previous question. 

Item 3 was restated: 

That there shall be one assistant general superintendent who 
shall serve without portfolio. The portfolios carried presently 
by assistant general superintendents shall be placed at the 
national directors level. 

The main motion as stated was declared carried by a two- 
thirds vote. 

It was moved and seconded to begin the elections by voting 
on the office of the general secretary, the general treasurer, 
the Foreign Missions director, and last the assistant superin- 
tendent. The motion was seconded. 

Question was again raised regarding the propriety of starting 
elections since the Council had no clear direction on the offices 
to be voted upon. Point 16 of the committee’s report was cited 
and inquiry made as to the meaning of the “two-year phase- 
out period in the transition from the present organizational 
Structu~.” 

Brother Homer asked for the privilege of offering a resolu- 
tion from the committee which provided that the present as- 
sistant general superintendents be retained for the two-year phase- 
out period, or until they, of their own volition, elect to ter- 
minate. The resident Executive Presbytery would remain in 
office until such time as the adopted provision may be applied. 
A motion to adopt the resolution was seconded. 

A question was raised as to the constitutionality of the 
proposition. It was pointed out that the General Council Con- 
stitution and Bylaws provide that officers shall be elected for 
specific terms, and by a two-thirds secret ballot. It was re- 
marked that to elect by acclamation was without precedent. 

The committee chairman on consultation with the committee 
requested the privilege to withdraw the resolution, 

A motion prevailed to allow the committee to withdraw the 
resolution. 

It was then moved, seconded, and carried to reconsider the 
qtmtion of starting the tlrctions. A motion thrn prcvailcd to 
table the order of the day to begin elections until the entire 
report had been considered. 
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It was moved and seconded that since only three parts have 
been covered the remaining report be tabled until 2 years 
hence. The motion to table the rest of the report was de- 
clared lost. 

1tc.m 2-b was then read by the chairman: 

“This Board shall consist of the general superintendent, 
assistant general superintendent, general secretary, general 
treasurer, the executive director of Foreign Missions, and 
the eight executive presbyters elected from their geographical 
areas.” 

It was moved, seconded and carried to adopt item 2-b. 

A motion prevailed to limit debate to not more than three 
minutes for a single speaker. Item 4 was then read: 

Item 4. That the Board of Administration (flow chart) shall 
be composed of the resident officers-the general superin- 
tendent, assistant general superintendent, general secretary, 
and general treasurer. This board shall not make policy, 
but shall administer the policy of the General Council 
and/or the General Presbytery as directed by the Executive 
Presbytery. It shall direct the day-to-day business. of the 
denomination within these guidelines, and provide supervisory 
fmlctions as needed and allocated to it. It was moved and 
seconded that item 4 be adopted. 

An amendment to provide that the executive director of 
Foreign Missions be included on the Board of Administration 
was seconded, but when voted upon was declared lost. 

The motion to adopt item 4 was then voted upon and 
declared carried. 

Item 5, with sub-sections a, b, and c, was presented, as 
follows: 

That the positions designated in the bylaws as “executive 
director” and “secretary” within the departments shall be 
renamed “national director.” He shall be charged with the 
operational function of a department, where the term is 
applicable. He shall be responsible to the Executive Pres- 
bytery and super? ised by the General Superintendent within 
the guidelines set forth by the policy-making bodies. ’ 
a. It is suggested that the Executive Presbytery make a 

very careful survey of the movement for potential candi- 
datcac whrn <ccking to fill national director positiom. 

b. The national directors shall be elected by the Executive 
presbytery and ratified by the General Presbytery. 
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c. The national directors shall present their programs and 
budgets in person to the Executive Presbytery for approval. 

A motion to adopt item 5 was seconded. 

Au amendment was proposed that the word “elected” be 
changed to “nominated” and the word “ratified” be changed to 
“‘elected” in sub-section b. An amendment to the amendment 
was proposed to change “General Presbytery” to “General Coun- 
cil,” to provide that the national directors shall be nominated 
by the Executive Presbytery and elected by the General Council 
in session. The motion to amend the amendment was seconded, 
but when voted upon was declared lost. The motion to amend 
was then voted upon and declared carried. 

An amendment was proposed to amend item 5 by adding a 
sub-section d to provide “that the national directors be qualified 
educationally and with experience commensurate with the duties 
and responsibilities of the department.” The motion was seconded 
but failed to pass when voted upon. 

Item 5 with its sub-sections, as amended, was then voted 
upon and declared carried. 

It was moved and seconded that “The General Superintendent 
call a special meeting of the General Presbytery to elect the 
,national directors within a period of I20 days. The motion was 
seconded but when voted upon failed to carry. 

Item 6 was presented: 

That, in view of the vast responsibilities of the Executive 
Presbytery, they shall be relieved of serving as the Board 
of .Directors of Central Bible College, and also of respon- 
sibilities relating to the handling of ministerial appeal cases. 
(This does not preclude the possibility of one or more 
executive presbyters serving on these boards.) 

‘a. The General Presbytery shall provide for the selection of 
.a new Board of Directors for Central Bible College and 
for a permanent appeals board. 

It was pointed out the instruction in this item is in con- 
flict with the General Council Constitution and Bylaws and 
that r-ror-rilnc~rltloti, ))1’: tmlld lx- made 1r1 tbtb General Conncil. 
but could not be implemented without fa\,orable action of the 
Genera! Council to amend the bylaws. 
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A motion prevailed to adopt item 6 with the above stipu- 
lation. 

Item 7 was presented: 

That the General Superintendent shall be authorized to select 
an administrative assistant for his office. 

a. This selection shall be approved by the Executive Pres- 
bytery. 

A motion prevailed to adopt item 7. 

Item 8 was presented: 

That a committee of five general presbyters shall be appointed 
to review annually the salaries of the elected officers and 
the allowances of the members of the Executive Presbytery. 
The Executive Presbytery shall determine the salaries of 
the national directors of the various departments on the 
basis of their individual responsibilities and duties. 

It was moved and seconded to adopt item 8. 

It was moved and seconded that item 8 he deleted, but when 
voted upon the motion failed to pass. 

Following discussion, a motion was made and seconded that 
the national directors be classified in one group and that their 
salaries be the same. The motion failed to pass. 

The motion to adopt item 8 was then voted upon and 
declared carried. 

Item 9 was presented: 

That where feasible, related departmeuts or divisions -shall 
be placed under one national director. (For example, Sunday 
School and Church School Literature could be placed under 
one national director ) . 

The committee chairman stated that the parenthetical statc- 
ment had been included as an example and not as a rccmn- 

mendation. It was moved and seconded that item 9 be adopted. 
An amendment prevailed that this determination be made by the 
General Presbytery upon recommendation of the Executive Pres- 
bytery. 

Item 9 as amended was then voted npn and dciclared carried 

A motion prevailed to set the adjoummcnt hour at 530 p.m. 
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Item 10 was presented, as follows: 

That the essential function of the Home Missions Depart- 
ment shall be church planting and development and that 
this special function requires a concentration which should 
not be vitiated by atiy other interest; nor must the resources 
available to this function be diluted by other interests. The 
committee therefore recommends that special ministries be 
separated, realigned and merged with other departments. 

The committee’s recommendations are: 

a. Transfer prison work to Men’s Fellowship 

b. Transfer Teen Challenge to Youth Department 

c. Transfer deaf and blind work to Education Department 

d. Jewish work to be under district supervision where work 
is located. 

e. Special language groups shall be merged into the local 
districts as soon as feasible. Until such time as recom- 
mendation can be implemented, they shall be under the 
supervision of the Board of Administration. 

3. Foreign Language Branches shall be removed from the 
supervision of the Home Missions Department and placed 
on the same basis as other districts as noted under Art. 
V of the Bylaws. 

It was moved and seconded that item 10 be adopted. 

The chairman of the committee stated that it was the wish 
of the committee to change the word “recommendations” in the 
first line of the second paragraph to “suggestions” so that 
the sentence would read: 

“The committee’s suggestions are” 

A motion prevailed to change the word “recommendations” 
to “suggestiom.” 

A substitute motion prevailed that the implementation of the 
suggestions be referred to the Executive Presbytery for further 
study and that its findings and recommendations be approved 
by the General Presbytery. 

A further motion prevailed to insert in line 2 of the first 
pavagraph of itrm 10 the followiug “through the auspices of 
the district councils.” 
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I&m IO as amended was then voted upon and declared 
carried. 

Item II was presented: 
That the activities of the Home Missions Department shall 
be under the supervision of a Home Missions Board. This 
shall consist of the national director, one member of the 
Board of Administration, two nonresident members of the 
Executive Presbytery, eight other ministers selected from 
the eight established geographical areas of the country with 
at least four of the national board members selected from 
among those district officials who have assigned to them 
the portfolio of District Home Missions Director. The mem- 
bers of the Home Missions Board shall be elected by the 
Executive Presbytery and ratified by the General Presbytery, 
A tern1 of office shall be for four years, and so arranged 
that one-half of the terms expire biennially. 

A motion prevailed to adopt item 11. 
The meeting recessed by motion duly carried at 530 to 

convene at 8 a.m. on Monday, with the business session to 
begin at 8~30. 

After the Doxology, the prayer of dismissal was offered by 
Gene Jackson, secretary of the Tennessee District. 

SUNDAY-AUGUST 22 

Brother Charles W. H. Scott was in charge of the memorial 
and communion service which began at 9:45 a.m. in the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium. The congregation was blessed through the 
anointed ministry of the “Singing Parsons,” a choir led by 
Pastor John Wannenmacher of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Brother 
Harris Lidstrand led the singing as Mrs. Robert Graber and 
Miss Leila Clements served at the instruments. Prayer was 
offered by Brother Bert Webb. Brother Joseph P. Wannen- 
macher played a violin solo as an offertory. The speaker of the 
morning was Brother Kermit Reneau. He brought an inspiring 
message on the significance of the communion service. 

IN MEMORIAM 

The General Superintendent expressed a kindred feeling of 
bereavement in behalf of the Council in recognizing families 
of departed loved ones. He referred particularly to Ralph Xl. 
Riggs, retired general superintcudent who died on January 13, 
1971, and to J. Roswell Flower, retired general secretary, who. 
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had died on July 23, 1970. He stated that these brethren had 
a continuing influence on the world through their dedicated 
lives of service. 

Following the remarks of Brother Zimmerman, the General 
Secretary, Bartlett Peterson, presented the Book of Remcm- 
brance and read the names of all those who had gone to be 
with the Lord during the past biennium: 

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:7, 8. 

“Think of stepping on a shore, 
And finding it heaven! 

Think of taking hold of a hand 
And finding it God’s hand! 

Think of breathing new air 
And finding it celestial air! 
Of feeling invigorated, 
And finding it immortality! 

Of passing from storm and tempest into 
perfect calm! 
Of awaking and knowing- 

I am homel” 

Honoring ordained ministers and missionaries of the Assem- 
blies of God who have passed on to their reward, as reported 
to the General Secretary’s Office for the period August 15, 
1969 to August 20, 1971. 

DECEASED ORDIIINED hlINISTERS 

August 20, 1971. 

Irvin E. Ade, West Melbourne, Florida 
Frank Adomato, Menlo Park, California 
J. W. Aleshire, Front Royal, Virginia 
Carl AllquIst, Salem, Oregon 
Elmer C. Andrews, Waxahachie, Texas 
Jesse W. Arnold, Cherokee, Oklahoma 
John N. Atwood, Luxora, Arkansas 
Kenneth A. Auten, Orange, California 
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Richard A. Babcock, Norwood, Massachusetts 
S. Clyde Bailey, Benton, Illinois 

James D. Gitchell, Amarillo, Texas 

Olin L. Baker, Pensacola, Florida 
Isaac M. Glanville, Sioux City, Iowa 

Luther Bates, Minden, Louisiana 
Earl W. Goodman, Billings, Montana 

Olan Beuchamp, McCamey, Texas 
Carl F. Graves, Amarillo, Texas 

Arthur Bell, Belleville, Illinois 
Charley E. Greathouse, Prescott, Arizona 

John D. Birge, Tishomingo, Oklahoma 
J. C. Green, Oildale, California 

Edward G. Block, Stanwood, Washington 
Apostolos Grillos, San Francisco, California 

Oscar B. Braune, Fort Worth, Texas Mia 0. Gustafson (Mrs. C. J, ), Eugene, Oregon 

James Bright, Jenks, Oklahoma Wayne W. Haun, England, Arkansas 

Marie E. Brown, New York, New York Charles C. Helvey, Neosho, Missouri 
D. Herbert Browne, Montgomery, Alabama Clyde Henson, Sacramento, California 
Walter P. Broyles, Mountain Hope, West Virginia 
Harold Brumback, Stratford, Connecticut 

William L Dumas, Springhill, L&.&M 

I! Wesley C. Buchanan, Augusta, Georgia 
Martin D. Eaves, Jr., St. Louis, Missouri 

Alfred W. Buckley, East McKeesport, Pennsylvania 
Robert F. Eby, Dallas, Texas 

Harvey L. Buckley, Bearden, Arkansas 
Clyde M. Edwards, La Place, Louisiana 

George A. Bullock, Salem, Oregon 
Luella A. Engler, Tacoma, Washington 

Aaron H. Bums, Westpoint, Texas 
Philip Erckmann, Joliet, Illinois 

Manuel L. Camara, San Leandro, California 
John B. Essary, Fairfax, Oklahoma 

William L. Campbell, Greenville, South Carolina 
James I. Evans, Akron, Ohio 

Luis G. Caraballo, San Francisco, California 
Cornelius Eylander, Everett, Washington 

Ira A. Carlock, Guntown, Mississippi 
Curtis Farmer, Aulander, North Carolina 

Conrad M. L. Carlson, Springfield, Missouri 
W. L. Farmer, Pittsburg, California 

Fred V. Clark, Jennings, Missouri 
Thomas J. Fan-is, Bourbon, Missouri 

Murrell Clay, Booneville, Arkansas 
Nels Fast, Gresham, Oregon 
A. Herman Ferguson, Bethalto, Illinois 

Edith I. Cline, Bakersfield, California 
Ralph C. Cobb, Nigeria 

B. C. Finfrock, Lakeport, California 

Essie Colbert, Fresno, California 
J. Roswell Flower, Springfield, Missouri 

B. Harold Conant, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Ray A. Ford, Flagstaff, Arizona 
Alonza W. FOX, Frederick, Maryland 

James A. Cooley, Waynesboro, Mississippi Ruby E. French, Zion, Illinois 
Codie B. Corbin, Holt, Florida William F. Freeman, Salem, Oregon 
John Cosmides, San Francisco, California Max Freimark, San Jose, California 

Charles E. Cracker, DeSoto, Texas Fred H. Frey, Ashland, Kansas 

George T. Cummings, Grant, Nebraska Pete A. Friesen, Burke, South Dakota 

Edwin N. Daley, Grand Forks, North Dakota 
August Gaub, Glendive, Montana 

Herbie E. Dame& Nashville, Tennessee 
Wilma I. J. Giibert (Mrs. W. A.), Odessa, Texas 

Herbert C. Dodson, Rodeo, California 
Roy E. Gilliam, North Little Rock, Arkansas 

Harold E. Doersom, Green Lane, Pennsylvania 
Floyd R. Highfill, Irving, Texas 

Harold Donaldson, Concord, California 
Thomas Hindle, Ontario, Canada 

Meliton C. Donato, Brooklyn, New York 
Oscar J. Hines, Laytonville, Calitomia 

Harry E. Ureyer, New Ply~nouth, Idaho 
Frank W. Holland, Franklin, North Carolina 

Daniel J. DuBose, New Brockton, Alabama 
Glenn M. Horst, West Palm Beach, Florida 
Garfield C. Hosking, Davis, California 
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Henry L. Hudgens, Corpus Christi, Texas 
Robert F. Hudson, Crestview, Florida 
Clyde M. Huson, Wenatchee, Washington 
B. E. H&ah&, Detroit, Michigan 
Ernest T. Illum, Fort Collins, Colorado 
Emerson Jones, Winter Haven , Florida 
Harold S. Jones, South Africa 
Ida F. Jones, Alger, Ohio 
Thomas J. Jones, Prior Lake, Minnesota 
William It. Kamppi, Moose Lake, Minnesota 
Albert A. Kehr, Honolulu, Hawaii 
Edward L. Kent, Houston, Texas 
W. L. Kinsey, Gulfport, Mississippi 
Floyd G. Larson, Dorrls, California 
Nickolaus Lesch, Benton Harbor, Michigan 
Phinis A. Lewis, Austin, Texas 
Raymond A. Livingston, Terrell, Texas 
Carl W. Loenser, Parma Heights, Ohio 
Eugenio H. Lopez, Santa Fe Springs, California 
Drusilla Lott, Cleveland, Arkansas 
Glyn Lowery, Sr., Milton, Florida 
R. Arthur McClure, Kansas City, Missouri 
W. Glen McClure, Tucson, Arizona 
Nell A. McMillan, Amarillo, Texas 
Sarah C. Mangum, Fort Worth, Texas 
Donald C. Manley, Fremont, Michigan 
Grady Q. Manley, Houston, Texas 
Claude E. Maples, Phoenix, Arizona 
Jeannette E. Marcley, Kansas City, Missouri 
Jack Martz, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Reuben A. Mason, Huxley, Iowa 
Newt G. Mathenia, Pittsfield, Illinois 
James C. Medley, Visalia, Califomla 
James M. Medley, Rockdale, Texas 
Be&e Miller, Lewiston, Idaho 
Leslie J. Miller, Ocean Grove, New Jersey 
Lester R. Miller, Bismarck, North Dakota 
Harmon C. Mitchell, Panama City, Florida 
Joseph J. Murphy, Tacoma, Washington 
Henry E. Murray, Robinson, Illinois 
Henry H. Ness, Seattle, Washington 
Phillip A. Nichols, Kalispell, Montana 
Salvator R. Noferi, Brick Town, New Jersey 
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Ethel M. Norris, Dayton, Ohio 
Roy S. Nowack, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
C. A. Oliver, Fort Worth, Texas 
Carl E. Oster, Seattle, Washington 
Arthur G. Osterberg, Portland, Oregon 
James H. Owens, Lakeland, Florida 
Joseph Papiemik, Annapolis, 
Harland A. Park, Hong Kong 

Maryland 

Robert A. Paul, LaSalle, Colorado 
Rangnor S. Peterson, Orlando, Florida 
Frederick D. Pettet, Sr., Butler, New Jersey 
Luther Perkins, Monterey, California 
Nester 0. Perez, Galveston, Texas 
Roy D. Pick, Hutchinson, Kansas 
James L. Pittman, Hedgesville, West Virginia 
John W. Plattenburg, Kansas City, Missouri 
William R. Porter, Modesto, California 
Thomas N. Powers, Clovis, New Mexico 
Peter Radzewich, Millville, New Jersey 
E. L. Raley, Marianna, Florida 
Luis M. Ramos, Beacon, New Yrok 
Hubert G. Rannelh, Sparks, Nevada 
Irma M. Raroha, Freemansburg, Pennsylvania 
Lonnie A. Rathel, Milton, Florida 
Vem H. Ray, Sapulpa, Oklahoma 
Park W. Reed, Lewiston, Idaho 
Roy K. Reed, Mandan, North Dakota 
William F. Reed, Port Orchard, Washington 
Carl E. Reynolds, Shreveport, Louisiana 
Jefferson L. Rice, Dothan, Alabama 
Verena M. Rich, Tacoma, Washington 
Ralph M. Riggs, Santa Cruz, California 
Garland N. Robbins, Monette, Arkansas 
Ossian A. Robertson, Santa Rosa, California 
Jesse L. Sanford, Lindale, Texas 
J. 0. Savell, Houston, Texas 
Mattie D. Schliesing, San Antonio, Texas 
Howard E. Scott, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Douglas D. Sellers, Grand Blanc, Michigan 
R. L. Sharp, Seaside, Oregon 
Horace G. Shaver, Nacogdoches, Texas 
Elmer C. Shively, Santa Cruz, California 
John E’. Slyc, Alexandria, Virginia 
Floyd L. Smith, Paradise, California 
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Henry E. Smith, Kingstree, South Carolina 
John L. Smith, Jay. Florida 
Karol Smolchuck, Los Angeles, California ” 

‘: 
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Walter A. Spain, Milan, Tennessee; ,’ 
Nikodem Stecewicz, Detroit, Michigan 
Sterling W. Stewart, El Salvador 
Guy E. Stone, Gate City, Virginia 
Fernie L. Strength, Clearwater, Florida : 
Glen F. Strickland, Portland, Oregon 
Edwin L. Stubbs, Sr., Phoenix, Ariiona 
Elmer R. Swick, Long Pine, Nebraska,, 
John H. Taylor, Dayton, Ohio 
Howard P. Trawick, Enterprise, Alabama, 
Celso G. Valentin, San Francisco, California 
Robert C. Walker, Koshkonong, Missouri 
Gladys E. Wallace, Bakersfield, California 
John E. Ward, Glenolden, Pennsylvania . 
William L. Ware, Troy, Mrssouri 
Edna L. Watson, Bettendorf, Iowa 
Edward G. We&ran, Malvem, Penirsylvania 
John A. Westfall, Petahuna, California 
Lottie W. Whittaker, Columbia, South Carolina 
F. A. Wick, Bowman, North Dakota 
Benjamin I. Wilkerson, Anaheim, California 
C. LeRoy Williams, Honduras ‘. 

W. R. Williamson, Detroit, Michigan 
Mary A. Wilson, Stockton, California 
Mary E. Wilson (Mrs. S. H.), Chatsworth, California 
Ross W. Wimberly, Bastrop, Louisiana 
Frances E. Winkelman (Mrs. H.), Oakland, California 
Haxen D. Wolverton, South Africa 
Lem V. Wood, Ardmore, Oklahoma 

Following the reading of the names, the congregation stood in 
silent memory of these departed soldiers of the Cross. As- 
sistant General Superintendent, Chas. W. H. Scott, presided 
over the Communion Tal~lc:, being assisted by the genersl and 
executive presbyters. Brother Noel Perkin pronounced the bene- 
diction. 
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The afternoon service began at 2 p.m. with a missions rally. 
Brother J. Philip Hogan, executive director of Foreign. Missions, 
was in charge of the service. Following the traditional missionary 
parade, the television choir from the First. Assembly of, :God 
of Memphis, Tennessee, brought an. inspiring ,message in song. 
Pastor Paul C. Schoch, Pastor of the First Assembly of God of 
Oakland, California, brought a message qn the theme ‘of in- 
tercessory prayer. His subject, “God, Let It Be Now!” Robert 
McGlasson, missionary secretary, read a Scripture selection from 
1 Timothy 2:1-8. Brother Yumiyama fro~unJ;p~~ presented a 
prayer-appeal, with the following emphasized: 
Japan, Ecuador, Poland, and Nigeria. A Good News Crusades 
offering was received amounting to $5,690. 

The evening service began at 7:15. The Scripture reading 
was given by Charles Denton, with a selection from Psalm 
119:57-64. Prayer was offered by Arnold Segesmari of Berlin 
Center, ‘Ohio. Following the recognition of evangelists, Mrs. 
Dolly Eleiott brought a message in song. The offertory was a 
trumpet solo by John Polizzi of. Gran’ite. City,’ Illinois. Lee 
Shultz featured IMPACT ‘72. Brother Lowell Lundstrom brought 
the evening message. Prior to his message the congregation was 
blessed through the special number in song by’ the‘ Lundstrom 
Team. 

_’ 

MONDAY MORNING-AUGUST 23 

The General Secretary, Bartlett Pctcrson, led the ‘devotional 
service; Mrs. Barbara Hardcastle and Mrs. Linda Bixler served 
at the fnstruments. 

Brother Roy Wead .read .Psalm 119:65-72? .and quoted ad- 
ditional selections from the Scriptures. 

Clarence Lambert, superintendent of the Rocky Mountain Dis- 
trict, brought the morning message, The theme of the message 
was “the Word of God in its purifying power.” 

The General Superintendent called the busine+ session to 
order at 8:30. Brother Willard Leisy of Juneau, Alaska, led in 
prayer. 

Brother Il. J. Carlson requested the privilege of making a 
statement: “v~l~crcas, there is an owrwhclming press of hvsincss; 

and whereas, we are entering into the last full day that we 
have to work, I would like to move that we lift item 16 out 
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of order in the series and consider it at this point; and, if this 
privilege is granted, and if this body so chooses, I would like 
to offer an amendment for the purpose of clearing the way 
for election procedures.” It was then moved, seconded, and 
carried to consider item 16 of the report at this time. 

Brother Homer read item 16: 

That there shall be a two-year phase-out period in the 
transition from the present organizational structure to the 
new organizational structure. 

It was moved and seconded that item 16 be adopted. 

Brother Carlson then offered an amendment “that for the 
purposes of election procedures relative to the offices of as- 
sistant general superintendents, we proceed under the provisions 
of the present General Council Constitution and Bylaws, and 
that ‘the phaseout shall be construed to mean that no replace- 
ment shall be sought for the office of assistant general su- 
petintendent as vacancies may occur during the ensuing two- 
year period looking toward the implementation of the policy 
already adopted by this General Council.” 

A motion to adopt the amendment offered was seconded. 

A substitute motion was offered by Brother Dobbins “‘that 
we rescind our previous action and proceed with the considera- 
tion of the proposed Constitutional and Bylaw changes affecting 
the elections so that our action today is in keeping with the re- 
port of the committee.” The motion was seconded. Charles 
W. H. Scott, assistant general superintendent, requested the 
privilege of the floor. The chair granted his request and Mrs. 
Scott was escorted to the platform. 

Brother Scott then made the following statement: “. . . Two 
years ago, at the Dallas Council meeting, I contemplated mak- 
ing an announcement of this type. The action of the General 
Council indicated that it might be in the Lords will for us to 
continue for another two years. 

“Aftc*r rnwh pmyrr :nd snrrl-searching. I ;UX requesting that 
you do not nominate me for office this year. The reason for this 
action is a change of pace from the pressure of these years of 
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service to give opportunity for time for study and preparation 
for any type of new field ministry wherever and whenever we 
can serve. 

“Since I am still married to the sweetheart of my youth, who 
has stood by me for these forty-five years and helped me in the 
work of the ministry and has waited at home alone while I 
traveled up to 60,000 miles a year, I feel constrained to take 
this action. 

“I do have a desire to spend as many years as we have 
left together in fruitful ministry, not in retirement for I am 
not even tired, but in a new and different ministry as the Lord 
shall lead and direct. 

“I leave this office with recollections of fourteen years Of 

joyous service and association with choice Christian leaders and 
competent staff people all of whom are dedicated to the on- 
going ministry of our Fellowship.” 

Curtis Ringness, National Home Missions Secretary, presented 
the following motion: “That the General Council go on record 
as expressing heartfelt appreciation for the great contribution 
Brother and Sister Scott have made to our Fellowship, and that the 
Excutive Presbytery be authorized to give Brother and Sister 
Scott a tangible and material expression of our gratitude for 
these wonderful servants of God.” The motion was seconded 
and carried unanimously. 

The motion to rescind previous action and to proceed with 
consideration of the proposed Constitution and .Bylaw changes 
was before the house. 

A motion prevailed calling for the previous question. 

The motion to rescind was then voted upon and declared 
lost. 

The amendment to item 16 as proposed by R. J. Carbon 
was then voted upon and declared carried. 

Item 16, as amended, was then before the house. 

There was a motion to table item 16, as amended, and to 
proceed with items 12, 13, 14, and 15. The motion ivas secondrd 
and carried. 
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Item 12 was read by the committee chairman: 

That it shall be the responsibility of the Home Missions 
Board to evaluate Home Missions policies, and to offer 
guidance and counsel relating to church planting and de- 
velopment. 
A motion prevailed that item 12 be adopted. 

Item I3 was presented for consideration: 

That in view of widespread interest and concern, the General 
Council shall provide or arrange for a loan fund of up to 
$10,060,000 which shall be available for church planting and 
development of new churches. 

It was moved and seconded that item 13 be adopted. 

There was a motion to amend by the addition of the words 
“if possible” following the phrase “shall provide or arrange” 
so that the recommendation will read: 

“That in view of widespread interest and concern, the 
General Council shall provide or arrange, if possible, for 
a loan fund of up to $10,060,000. . . .” 

The motion to amend was seconded and carried. The motion 
to adopt item 13 as amended was then voted upon and declared 
carried. 

Item 14 was presented: 
That when setting up national representative boards, de- 
partments shall conform to the eight area arrangement instead 
of the six. 

It was moved and seconded that item I4 be adopted. 

A motion prevailed that item I4 be amended by the in- 
sertion of the word “geographical” so that the sentence shall 
read: 

When setting national representative boards, departments 
shall conform to the eight geographical area arrangement 
instead of the six. 

The motion to adopt item I4 as amended was then voted upon 
and declared carried. 

Item 15 was read by the chairman of the committee: 

That leadership training shall be provided for national 
directors and others. 

A motion prevailed that item 15 be adopted. 
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Brother Kermit Reneau, assistant general superintendent, re- 
quested the privilege of the floor for the purpose of making 
a statement. The chair granted his request and Brother Reneau 
explained that while he had enjoyed his service on the Executive 
Presbytery board and the fellowship of his brethren at general 
headquarters, he had felt it to be the will of God to accept the 
position of superintendent of the South Texas District and would 
not be available for consideration for a national office. 

The chair requested that an appropriate expression of ap- 
preciation for Brother Reneau be prepared for inclusion in the 
minutes. ( See later resolution. ) 

There was a motion to take item 16 from the table and to give 
consideration to it at this juncture. The motion was ruled un- 
necessary since item 16 was automatically before the body. 

Item 16 was read: 

That there shall be a two-year phase-out period in the 
transition from the present organizational structure to the 
new organizational structure. 

It was moved and seconded that item 16 be adopted. 

There was a motion to delete item 16 from the report which 
the chair ruled an improper motion since the same thing can 
be accomplished by a negative vote on the motion before the 
house. 

There was a call for the previous question which was 
seconded and carried. 

Item 16 was then voted upon and declared carried. 

It was then moved and seconded to adopt the report as a 
whole, as amended. The motion was voted upon and declared 
carried. 

Following the completion of the sixteen recommendations of 
the report of the Organizational Structure Committee, considera- 
tion was given to the proposed constitutional amendments. 
Cyril Homer, committee chairman, presented the recommenda- 
tions seriatim. 

Article IX. Section 1. Executive Officers 

It was proposed to delete the “s” in the word superin- 

tc&ents (line 2), and change the word required to au- 
thorize (line 41, and to add a new paragraph b to read: 
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“b. The Executive Officers shall constitute a Board of Ad- 
ministration.” 

The amended Section 1 would then read: 

Article IX. Officers 

1. Executive Officers 
“a. The officers shall consist of the general superinten- 
dent, the assistant general superintendent, the general sea- 
retary, and the general treasurer, together with such other 
officers as may be authorized in the future . . ,” 

“b. The executive officers shall constitute a Board of 
Administration.” 

It was moved and seconded that the proposed amendments 
to Article IX, Section 1, be adopted. 

An amendment was offered to include the executive director 
of Foreign Missions as a member of the Board of Adminis- 
tration. The motion to amend was seconded. 

Question arose as to the propriety of amending the con- 
stitution by the inclusion of the executive director of Foreign 
Missions since earlier in the session the proposition had been 
declined. The question was raised if we can now amend a 
matter while voting on the Constitution and Bylaws, having 
previously voted to adopt the committee’s recommendations. 
The Parliamentary Committee advised that the body would be 
in proper order to consider amendments to the Constitution and 
Bylaws. 

A substitute motion was made to approve all of the Con- 
stitution and Bylaw changes to implement the committee’s report. 
The motion was seconded. The chair, however, ruled it an 
improper substitute motion at this point. 

Following considerable debate the chair ruled that in order 
to change the action taken earlier in the session there must be 
an approved motion to reconsider. The house sustained the ruling 
by motion duly carried. 

There was a motion to reconsider items 2-h and 4 of the 
report to include the executive director of Foreign Missions on 
the Board of Administration. The motion was seconded. 
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Following further discussion, a motion calling for the previous 
question as it applied to the motion to reconsider prevailed. 

IJpon voting on the motion to reconsider items 2-b and 4, 
the motion was declared lost. 

Prayer was requested for the guidance of the Lord. 

It was moved and seconded to rescind the action to adopt the 
report of the committee and to receive it instead. The chair 
ruled the motion could not have two proposals and that the 
motion before the house would be a motion to rescind. 

A substitute motion was offered that we accept all con- 
stitutional proposals as they are so stated. The motion was 
seconded. 

A motion calling for the previous question was voted upon 
and declared carried. 

The motion to adopt the substitute motion was declared lost. 
Likewise, the motion to rescind the action in adopting the 
report was voted upon and declared lost. 

A motion was then offered to accept the proposed con- 
stitutional changes listed in item 1, page 9, on through and 
including item 21 of the proposed bylaw changes on page 48. 
The motion was seconded, 

A substitute motion to adopt only the constitution and bylaw 
changes germane to the report which had just been adopted 
was not recognized. 

The motion to adopt the constitution and bylaw changes from 
item 1, page 9, through item 21 on page 48, was voted upon 
and declared lost. 

A motion calling for the previous question prevailed. 

The motion to adopt the proposed amendments to Article IX, 
Section 1, was then voted upon and declared carried by a 
two-thirds majority vote. 

It was moved and seconded that the following resolution be 
adopted : 

WHEREAS, There are areas covered in the Structure Com- 
mittee’s Report that have been referred to the Executive 
Presbytery and the General Prcshytcry which will require 
bylaw amendments in addition to those that have been in- 
cluded in its present report; and 
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WHEREAS, there are also recommendations for additiona 
constitutional and bylaw amendments which are not directly 
related to the first eight pages of the report; and 

WHEREAS, The Structure Committee has recommended 
that there be a two-year phase-out period in the transition 
from the present organizational structure to the new or- 
ganixational structure; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Structure Committee’s Report, in the 
light of areas already adopted, be referred to the Executive 
Presbytery for tooling out necessary Constitutional and By- 
law amendments to effect the implementation of the report, 
with the provision that the report of the Executive Pres- 
bytery be presented to the General Presbytery in its 1972. 
session; and subsequently to the 35th General Council for 
its consideration; and, further, be it 

RESOLVED, That the time necessary to consider the report 
be scheduled for the 35th General Council; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the 34th General Council proceed im- 
mediately with the election of its officers as provided in 
the current Constitution and Bylaws. 

The motion lost. 

It was moved that we interpret item 16 in the committee’s: 
report with reference to the phase-out period to mean that the 
Executive Presbytery shall be authorized to continue in the 
present pattern of appointment of national directors until the 
next regular meeting of the General Presbytery in I972 at 
which time the new provisions of the Constitution agd Bylaws 
as adopted here shall take effect. The motion was seconded, 
but when voted upon failed to carry. 

Roster Report 

Brother Berg reported the following: 

Ordained ministers 
Delegates 
Voting constituency 
Licensed nliikistcrs 
Visitors 
Total 

44 

2,791 
904 

3,695 
320 

2,892 
6,967 

A motion prevailed to accept the report of the Roster Com- 
mittee. 

A motion prevailed that immediately after casting the nom- 
inating ballot for assistant general superintendent the meeting 
be recessed and that the General Council be called into session 
at 1:30 instead of 2 o’clock. 

A motion was seconded and carried that in the event there 
is a two-thirds majority vote on the first ballot in any of 
the positions to be voted upon, it shall constitute an election. 

Following prayer, the nominating ballot was cast to elect the 
assistant general superintendent, 

The meeting then recessed with prayer by Brother Paul 
Lowenberg following the Doxology. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 23 

The meeting convened at 1:30 with the reading of Psalm 
II9:73-80. Immanuel Lazaro, general superintendent of the As- 
semblies of God in Tanzania, was presented to bring greetings. 

Dr. T. A. Raedeke, executive director of Key 73, was in- 
troduced by the General Superintendent. He spoke briefly in 
behalf of the Key 73 Program, explaining its purpose and 
plans for implementation. 

Following the remarks of Dr. Raedeke, the chairman of the 
Resolutions Committee presented the following resolution: 

KEY 73 
INTRODUCTION 

BECAUSE we believe an important part of the Church’s 
mission is to reach the unsaved with the gospel; and 

BECAUSE the imminence of Christ’s return makes it im- 
perative to get the gospel out by every means; and 

BECAUSE there exists a new climate of openness among 
Christians of many denominations, and these people are 
convinced of the absolute need of spiritual renewal as the 
only answer to today’s plaguing problems; and 
BECAUSE God has entrusted us with the grave responsi- 
bility of moving with the Holy Spirit to redeem the time 
by reaching our generation with the gospel of Jesus Christ; 

THEREFORE, We recognize the unparalleled opportunity 
for participation in “Key 73”, an evangelism outreach in- 
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volving over 76 denominations, which presents as its spring- 
board: 

1. The Bible is the Word of God through which Christ 
is made known 

2. God through Christ offers man the way of salvation, 
wholeness, and meaningful life 

3. Men are to be confronted with Christ’s call and through 
the power of the Holy Spirit come to repentance and faith 

4. Genuine saving faith affects every area of a person’s life 
and engages him in Christ’s serving ministry; 

and sets forth as its objectives: 

I. To confront every person in North America more fully 
and more forcefully with the gospel of Jesus Christ 

2. To employ every method and means of communication 
of the gospel to create the conditions in which men 
may respond to God 

3. To apply the message and the meaning of Jesus Christ 
to the issues shaping man and his society in order 
that they may be resolved 

4. To develop new resources for effective evangelism for 
consideration, adoption, adaption, or rejection by the par- 
ticipating churches 

5. To supplement the efforts of Christian congregations and 
organizations in becoming more effective redemptive cen- 
ters and more aggressive witnesses to God’s redeeming 
power in the world. 

Resolution 

WHEREAS our Executive Presbytery has carefully reviewed 
these objectives and feels they are in harmony with what 
God has called the Assemblies of God to do; and 

WHEREAS our General Superintendent and other leaders 
of the Assemblies of God have been fully involved in planning 
for Key 73; and 

WHEREAS this Biblically oriented, transdenominational ef- 
fort will be loosdy structured to allow each participating 
church, denomination, or organization to determine its own 
program and degree of involvement; and 
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WHEREAS 1973, as the final year of the Assemblies of 
God Plan of Advance, has been designated as a year of COIR- 
tinuing mobilization for evangelism, with the theme, “Go 
Forward”; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, that the General Council of the Assemblies 
of God be authorized as a participating group in Key 73; 
and, be it further 
RESOLVED, that the Spiritual Life-Evangelism Commission 
be requested to prepare plans providing for national, dis- 
trict, and local participation in Key 73 to coincide with 
Impact ‘73, “Go Forward”; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, that Assemblies of God churches and members 
be encouraged to.participate in every way they can in thii 
major evangelism thrust to present Christ as the only answer 
to the unprecedented need of our generation. 
It was moved, seconded, and carried to adopt the resolution on 

Key 73. 

Roster Report 

The chairman of the Roster Committee made the following 
report: 

Ordained ministers 2,811 
Delegates 913 
Voting constituency 3,724 
Licensed ministers 326 
Visitors 2,915 
Total 6,965 

A motion prevailed to accept the report. 

Election of Assistant General Superintendent 

Brother Willis Berry, chairman of the Tellers Committee, re- 
ported the results of the nominating ballot for assistant general 
superintendent. 

Number of votes cast 1,361 
Needed to elect 998 

He reported that there was no election since no nominee 
had received the necessary two-thirds majority vote. He read 
the list of those nominated: 

E. R. Anderson, Lowell Ashbrook, H. W. Bamett, Gay Benson, 
Edgar Bethany, R, 1~. Rrandt, G. Raymond Carbon, R. G. 
Carlson, R. J. Carbon, Marshall Calloway, Owen Carr, 
E. M. Clark, Robert Cooley, N. D. Davidson, F. D. Davis, 
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George Davis, Richard Dobbins, Richard Dortch, David Flower, 
Joseph Flower, Harmoh N. Furr, T. E. Cannon, Joseph Gerhart, 
R. E. Goggin, U. S. Grant, Charles Greenaway, J. K. Gressett, 
M. A. Groff, D. R. Guynes, James Hamill, 0. L. Harrup, Louis 
T. Hauff, Philip Hogan, Cyril Homer, Wesley Hurst, Raymond 
Hudson, Fay Hutchinson, J. Foy Johnson, Parvin Lee, G. F. 
Lewis, Paul Lowenberg, D. H. McLaughlin, Murray McLees, 
Lonnie Mullen, M. B. Netzel, Wallace Odum, Bartlett Peterson, 
Ron Prinzing, Kermit Reneau, Glen Rich, Haskell Rogers, Nelson 
Sachs, C. W. H. Scott, James Swanson, N. Cleo Tapp, C. M. 
Ward, Roy Wead, Bert Webb, Raymond Wiley, and T. F. Zirn- 
merman. 

The first electoral ballot was then cast. 

While the ballots were being counted, business was resumed; 
however, the results of the balloting are reported in consecutive 
order for convenience. 

The result of the first electoral ballot was reported: 

Total votes cast 1,560 
Needed to elect 1,040 

The chairman of the Tellers Committee reported that there 
was no election. The results of the first electoral ballot were: 

E. R. Anderson 15, Lowell Ashbrook 3, Gay Benson 1, H. W. 
Barnett 2, Edgar Bethany 5, R. L. Brandt 2, Richard Dortch 1, 
Marshall Calloway 3, R. J. Carlson 33, Owen Carr 7, E. M. 
Clark 11, G. Raymond Cadson 610, Robert Cooley 1, N. D. 
Davidson 8, F. D. Davis 2, Richard Dobbins 5, David Flower 7, 
Joseph Flower 11, Joseph Gerhart 8, U. S. Grant 8, T. E. Gannon 
518, Chas. Greenaway 1, R. E. Goggin 16, J. K. Gressett 2, 
M. A. Groff 1, D. R. Guynes 5, James Hamill 34, 0. L. Harrup Q, 
Philip Hogan 21, Cyril Homer 25, Raymond Hudson 6, Wesley 
Hurst 6, Fay Hutchinson 4, J. Foy Johnson 2, G. F. Lewis 5, 
Paul Lowenberg, 42, D. H. McLaughlin 11, Murray McLees 1, 
Mullen 1, M. B. Netzel 5, Wallace Odum 2, Bartlett Peterson 8, 
Haskell Rogers 2, N. Sachs 5, C. W. H. Scott 28, N. Cleo Tapp 9, 
C. M. Ward 4, Roy Wead 17, Bert Webb 28, and T. F. 

Zimmerman 1. 
The second elective ballot was then cast. The results of the 

second elective ballot were reported by the Chairman of the 
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Tellers Committee: 

Total votes cast 1,698 
Needed to elect 1,132 

It was announced that there was no election on the second 
ballot. The results were as follows: 

E. R. Anderson 10, H. W. Bamett 1, Edgar Bethany 1, 
Richard Dortch 1, R. J, Carlson 15, Owen Carr 1, E. M. Clark 
1, G, Raymond Carlson 981, N. D. Davidson 1, Richard Dobbins 
1, Joseph Gerhart 1, T. E. Gannon 630, Chas. Greenaway 1, R. E. 
Go&n 4, D. R. Guynes 1, James Hamill 7, Philip Hogan 2, 
Cyril Homer 6, Paul Lowe&erg 18, Lonnie Mullen 1, C. W. H. 
Scott 3, N. Cleo Tapp 3, Roy Wead 3, Bert Webb 4, and T. F. 
Zimmerman 2. 

The third elective ballot was then cast. The chair announced 
that in accordance with the bylaw provisions only the fifteen 
candidates having the highest number of votes would be re- 
tained. 

The Tellers Committee reported the results of the third elective 
ballot for assistant general superintendent: 

Total votes cast 1,680 ’ 
Needed to elect 1,120 

G. Raymond Carlson received 1,205 votes, T. E. Gannon 
444, Paul Lowe&erg 11, R. J. Carlson 3, E. R. Anderson 5, 
James Hamill 1, Cyril Homer 2, Bert Webb 2, R. E. Goggin 1, 
N. C&o Tapp 1, Roy Wead 1, and T. F. Zimmerman 4. 

The chair therefore declared G. Raymond Carlson elected to 
the office of assistant general superintendent. 

A nominating ballot was then cast for the office of General 
Secretary. While the ballots were being cast business was resumed. 

Article IX. Section 2 
Executive Presbytery 

Brother Homer presented the constitutional changes proposed 
for Article IX, Section 2, Executive Presbytery (lines 2, 3, 4, 6): 

It was proposed to delete the s in the word superintendents 
(line 2) and change the word sixteen to thirteen (line 6); 
and to add a new paragraph “b” to read as follows: 
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b. The Executive Presbytery shall constitute a Board of 
Directors, performing such functions as usual and cus- 
tomary in the use of the term. Executioe Presb~~ 
and Board of Directors shall be interchangeable terms 
and wherever used shall be inclusive one of the other.” 

“The amended Section 2 shall then read: 

!%ction 2. Executive Presbytery 

a. The Executive Presbytery shall consist of the general 
superintendent, the assistant general superintendent, the 
general secretary, the general treasurer, the executive 
director of Foreign Missions, together with eight other 
brethren to be chosen from the active Fellowship to bring 
the number to thirteen. 

b. The Executive Presbytery shall constitute a Board of 
Directors, performing such functions as usual and 
customary in the use of the term. Executive Presbytery 
and Board of Directors shall be interchangeable terms 
and wherever used shall be inclusive one of the other.” 

A motion prevailed to adopt the proposed amendments to 
Section 2 of Article IX. 

Article IX. Section 3. General Presbytery 

The proposed amendments to Section 3 of Article IX were 
presented: 

Place a period immediately following the word immediately 
in line 8 of paragraph 1 and delete the remainder of the 

-sentence, which reads “subject to the approval of the Execu- 
tive Presbytery.” Delete the following “who for years have 
been highly esteemed among ns as general presbyters,” 
(line 3 paragraph 4) and insert the following, “who have 
served on the General Presbytery for twenty years, or more, 
and have reached the age of sixty.” 

It was moved and seconded that Section 3, Article IX, be 
amended as stated. 

There was a motion to amend by the insertion of the prin- 
ciple of point 1 of the Structure Committee Report in the 
first paragraph to provide that “The General Presbytery shall 
be the official policp-making body of the General Council when 
the General Council is not in session.” 
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The- motion to amend was seconded and carried.. 

It was further moved to amend Section 3 of Article IX to 
provide that at least one of the three general presbyters will be 
an ordained pastor. The motion was that Se&on 3 be amended 
to read: 

“Each district shall have the privilege of representation on 
the General Presbytery by three members, the district su- 
perintendent together with two others who shall be elected 
by the District Council, one of whom shall be an ordained 
pastor of a church located in the district. They shall take 
office immediately.” 

The motion to adopt Section 3, as amended, was then voted 
upon and declared carried. 

Article IX as amended was voted upon and declared adopted 
by a two-thirds majority vote. 

Article XII. Local Assemblies 

The following constitutional changes were proposed for Article 
XII: 

In paragraph 1, line 1, delete “All true Pentecostal believers” 
and substitute therefor: 
All true believers accepting the Assemblies of God tenets 
and associating themselves in local bodies . : .” 

In paragraph 4, (lines 4,7) 

Add the following, beginning in the middle of line 4 with 
the words “The local assembly. . .” and ending near the 
end of line 7, with the word “condu&: 
“and the authority to withdraw its certificate of member- 
ship if deemed necessary.” 

Add a new sentence to paragraph 4: 

“When exceptions are taken to the decisions of the Executive 
Presbytery either by the local assembly or. by the district 
presbytery, appeal may be made to the General Presbytery.‘* , 
The amended Article XII. Local Assemblies would then read: 

Paragraph 1: 

All true Mievcrs accepting the Asscmblim of god tenr+ 
of faith and associating themselves in local bodies as assem- 
blies, and accepting their full personal share of responsibility 
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for the mainumanee of scriptural order in the local body, 
shall have a standard for membership which may be 
determined either by’ the local assembly itself, or by agree- 
ment with the DkriotCoun~l. 

. -. 

Paragraph 2. No change 
i. . . ,: ‘. 

: t - . :  ,.L. .  

Paragraph 4::‘:. 

The fact that a local assembly is affiliated in the association 
of a District ‘Council or The General Council of the As- 
semblies of God shall in no wise destroy its rights .BS above 
stated or interfere with its sovereignty. The local assembly 
shall &cog&e that a District Council or The General Corm- 
cil of the Assemblies of God has the right to approve 
scriptural doctrine and conduct and to disapprove unscrip- 
tural doctrine and conduct and the authority to withdraw 
its certificate .of membership if deemed necessary. 

When in . need. .of counsel or advice, the local assembly 
may appeal to the district officiary for help. It may appeal 
from a decision ,by the district officiary to the Executive 
Presbytery of The General Coundl of the Assemblies of 
God when there is a question whether or not the assembly has 
received proper help from the district. When exceptions are 
taken to the decisions of the Executive Presbytery, either by 
the local as&nbly. or by the district pmbytery, appeal may 
be made to the General Presbytery. 

Paragraph 5. No change. 

A motion prevailed to adopt the proposition 8s stated. 

At the conclusion of- the section dealing with the proposed 
changes in the Constitution, Cyril Homer, committee chairman, 
requested IL D. E. Smith to present the proposed changes 
affecting the General Council Bylaws. 

Brother Smith stated that it was the purpose of the com- 
mittee to change the term in the Bylaws, wherever it applied, 
from “executive director“ or “national secretary” to comply with 
the new terminology to designate a “national director.” It was 
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intended that these changes should be effected in. a sort of 
“omnibus” procedure, provided the basic proposals were adopted 
to effect these. changes. 

Item 5 on page 15 of the report was then presented: 1 
. 

Article II. Election oi Officers 

In Section 2, :paragraph ,a, line ,2, eliminate the “s” in, , 
the word “superintendents.” ,:’ 
In paragraph f, lines 1 and 2,. delete “shall be, an assistant 
general 6upkintendent” so that the paragraph shall ,read : 
7’he executive director of Foreign ‘Missions shall be elected 
in the following manner: . . .” 

Add a new paragraph g to read as follows : ’ ., 

“The national directors of all other departments shall be 
elected by the Executive Presbytery, subject to the ratifica- 
cation of the General Presbytery.” ‘.’ 

In Section 3, paragraph a, line 5, delete the portion of the 
pamgraph following the comma after the word “Council,” be- 
ginning with the phrase “with the exception ‘that. . .“, and sub- 
stitute therefor the following: 

“the assistant general superintendent .shall succeed. to the 
office of General Superintendent until the next General 
Council.” 
It was moved and seconded that Article II, Sections 2 and 3 

be amend&l’as presented in item 5, page IS.‘ ‘,. 

it wti: moved and seconded .&at the phrase “by secret ballot” 
be added to the proposed paragraph “g” of Se&ion 2. The motion 
was v&d upon and declared lost. 

A further .amendment to Section. 3 was presented “tlmt the 
assistant general superintendent shall Bll. the office for the 
duration of the unexpired term.” The motion was voted upon 
and declared lost. 

A motion was made and seconded to substitute the following 
for Article II, Section 2, paragraph “g”: 

“The national directors of all other departments shall be 
nominated by the Executive Presbytery and elected by the 
General Presbytery in session. In the event a vacancy occurs 
between Gcncral Council sessions, the election of a successor 
shall be by the General Presbytery in session; or, if the 
General Presbytery be not in session, an election shall be 
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‘by a poll niade by mail of the members of the General- 
Presbytery. The national directors shall be subject to election 
by the General Presbytery in session at the time of each 
biennial election of the officers of the General Council.” 

The motion was geconded. 

Question was raised whether there would be any guidelines 
on the phas&out pericid’ as contained in itbm 16 ,of the- Structure 
Committee’s report. 

A privileged z&&oh w&s offered that we interprtit item 16 
to mean that the v’&ecutive Wsbytery Shall be: authoriz&‘ to 
continue in the present pattern of appointing national secretaries 
until the next regular General Presbytery meeting in 1972 at 
which time the new proposed Constitution and Bylaws as adopted 
here shall take effect. 

The motion was se&ded. 
There Gvas a motion to amend by substitution and that item 

5-b of the committee report, page 5, be reconsidered. 

There was a motion, hnd a second to table the privileged 
motion. A point of o;der was raised and the chair .rided the 
maker of the motion could withdraw it on consent. pf the one 
who seconded it,’ but that a motion to table was ati improper 
motion. The motion’was tithdralvn. 

A motion then prevailed to reconsider item 5-b in the com- 
plittee report. 

It was then n-ioved and seconded, that we return to ’ the 
original wording of 5-b as contained on page 5 of the report 
to provide that *‘the national directors shall he elected by. the 
Executive Presbytery ahd ‘ratified by the General Presbytery.” 

A further motion to amend was seconded to p&de &at 
national directors “tnust bQ members of the Assemblies bf Gdd.” 
The motion Was voted on &I? declared carried. (. 

After further &s&ion; a motion prevailed calliig -for the 
previous question. L, 

Item 5-b, as amended, and as originally presented on page 5, 
was then voted on and declared carried. ,. 

It was then moved, seconded, and:. carried that item 5, 
new paragraph .“g,” be amended commensurate with the action 
pre\ iously taktxn, incluchg the provision that the national dii- 
rectors shall be members of the Assemblies of God, and that the 
paragraph be brought into conformity by means of editing. 

54 

The motion to adopt the proposition as stated in item 5 to 
amend Article II, Sections 2 and 3, as amended, was voted 
upon and declared carried. 

Election of General Secretary 

The chairman of the Tellers Committee reported the results 
of the nominating ballot for the office of General Secretary: 

Total votes cast 1,538 
Needed to elect 1,026 
Bartlett Peterson received 1,293 

The chair therefore declared Bartlett Peterson elected to the 
office of General Secretary on the nominating ballot. 

Election of General Treasurer 

In accordance with the provisions of the General Cotmd 
Bylaws, the General Secretary reported that the General PRS- 
bytery had nominated Martin B. Netzel for the office of General 
Treasurer. 

The first electoral ballot was cast and the tellers reported the 
results as: 

Total ballots cast 1,433 
Needed to elect 956 
M. B. Netzel received 1,346 

The chair therefore declared M. B. Netzel elected on the 
first elective ballot to the office of General Treasurer. 

Election of the Executive Director 
of Foreign Missions 

The General Secretary reported that in accordance with the 
provision of the General Council Bylaws, the General Presbytery 
placed, in nomination the name of J. Philip Hogan. 

The first electoral ballot was cast and the tellers reported 
the results as: 

Total votes cast 1,194 
.Needed to elect 796 
J. Philip Hogan received 1,133 

The chair therefore declared J. Philip Hogan clottd to thi 
office of executive director’ of Foreign Missions on the first 
electoral ballot. 
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Item 6: Article III. Duties of Officers 

The proposals for amending Sections 1 and 2 of Article III, 
page 17 of the report, were then presented: 

section 1. Duties of the General Superintendent, Paragraph f 
Insert “and the Board of Administration” so that the par- 
agraph will read, “f. To preside at all sessions of the Board 
of Administration.” 

Paragraph “g” delete. 

Renumber present paragraph “i” %” and add the following: 

“He shall be authorized to sign all official and legal docu- 
ments. He shall be authorized to perform any other functions 
usual and customary as presiding officer or such as may be 
directed by the General Council, the General Presbytery, or 
by the Executive Presbytery.” 

Section 2. Duties of the Assistant General Superintendents 

Delete the “s” in superintendents in the title. 

Paragraph a, no change. 

Paragraph b, eliminate the “s” iu vice presidents and add, 
Board of Administration; so that the paragraph will read: 
“To serve as vice president of the corporation and to preside 
at meetings of the Executive Presbytery and the Board of 
Administration in the absence of the General Superintendent.” 

Paragraph c, delete. 

Paragraph d, delete. 

Paragraph e, delete the word “finally” and begin paragraph 
with “To perform.” Insert “the General Presbytery.” The 
paragraph will then read: 

“To perform any other functions under the supervision of the 
General Superintendent, or such as may be directed by 
the General Council, the General Presbytery, or the Executive 
p=Ww. 
A motion to adopt was seconded. By common consent it 

was agreed the General Secretary should elimiite the letter 
“s” in the word “superintendenk” wherever it ocours in the 
Bylaws in order to conform to the constitutional changes 
adopted earlier in the session. 

Question was raised as to why the wording “and to receive 
all communications directed to that body” had been eliminated 
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in paragraph ‘T’ of section 1. A motion then prevailed that the 
phrase be retained and edited to provide that the General 
Superintendent should “receive all communications directed to 
the Board of Administration and to the Executive Presbytery.” 

A motion prevailed that the General Secretary be authorized 
to edit the Bylaws to provide for the proper use of the corporate 
name of the General Council. 

The motion to adopt Sections 1 and 2, as amended, was 
voted upon and declared carried. 

A motion prevailed to adopt proposed amendments to Section 
3 of Article III, as follows: 

Section 3, Duties of the General Secretary. 

Paragraph a, no change. 

Paragraph b, no change. 

Paragraph c, line 1, insert “the Board of Administration” SO 

that the paragraph shall read: 

“He shall act as secretary of the Executive Presbytery, the 
Board of Administration, and the General Presbytery, and 
shall keep accurate minutes of the deliberations of these 
bodies.” 

Paragra 
and ad B 

h d, line 2, place a period after the word documents, 
a new sentence, as follows: 

“He shall perform such other functions as are customary or 
as may be directed by the General Council, the General 
Presbytery, or the Executive Presbytary.” 
Paragraph e, no change. 

Brother Kermit Reneau, retiring assistant general superinten- 
dent, spoke with deep appreciation for the dedicated workers 
at general headquarters, stating that many of them had given 
many years of service, representing the best years of their 
lives. He then offered the following motion: 

“WHEREAS, There is a lack of clarity in the committee’s 
report regarding the phase-out of the present format of 
operation and the implementation of the new; I, therefore, 
move that the chair appoint a committee to bring a clear 
rccornmcndation as to thrb best method of implementing the 
phase-out, giving guidance for the operation during this 
phase-out, and that the report be made to this session of 
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the General Council.” The motion was seconded, but failed 
to pass: 
It was then moved, seconded, and carried that the Executive 

Presbytery be empowered to phase out the present alignment 
and to establish the lines which shall be followed, according to 
its best judgment. 

There was a motion to recess at 5:25 and to reconvene at 
8 o’clock following the evening service. The service was dis- 
missed by singing the Doxolog!/. 

MONDAY NIGHT-AUGUST 23 

A one-hour service was held from 7 to 8 o’clwk, with Pastor 
Don M. Cox bringing a condensed, but inspiring message, 
Brothers Hilton Griswold and Paul Ferrin served at the in- 
struments as Brother Lidstrand led the singing. The business 
session was called to order at 8: 10 p.m. 

The chair recognized each of the newly elected officers: G. 
Raymond. Carlson, assistant general superintendent; Bartlett 
Peterson, general secretary; M. B. Netxel, general treasurer; and 
J. Philip Hogan, executive director of Foreign Missions. These 
brethren expressed appreciation for the confidence placed in 
them by the General Council. They pledged their service to the 
constitutency and to the Lord. 

Roster Committee Report 

The Roster Committee brought a report as of 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, August 23: 

Ordained ministers 2,819 
Delegates 948 
Voting constituency z 3,767 
Licensed ministers 327 
Visitors 2,955 
Total 7,049 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the report of the 
Roster Committee be accepted. 

Election of Nonresident Executive Presbyters 

In accordance with the provisions of the General Council 
Bylaws, nominations for executive presbyters from- eight areas 
of the nation had been presented by the various District Coun- 
cils. These- nominations had been printed on ballots in different 
colors to indicate each of the areas. The first ballots cast by 
the Council were therefore elective ballots. Balloting continued 
for executive presbyters until all had been elected. While ballots 

were being counted, business was resumed. The first elective 
ballot for the Northwest Area was cast in the Monday afternoon 
service, with balloting for the Southeast and Gulf areas being 
on Tuesday; however, for convenience, the results of the bal- 
loting are reported here. 

Northwest Area 

Electoral Ballot Number I 

Total votes cast 1,014 
Needed to elect 674 
N. D. Davidson, received 722 
E. D. Beard 
Frank N. McAllister 1:: 
Erwin E. Rohde 101 
B. P. Wilson 38 

The chair therefore declared N. D. Davidson elected as a 
nonresident executive presbyter from the Northwest area on the 
first elective ballot. 

Southwest Arep 

Electoral Ballot Number 1 

Total votes cast 
Needed to elect 
Joseph L. Gerhart 
J. K. Gressett 
C. E. Lambert 
D. H. McLaughlin 
David Pace 

1,575 
1.050 

‘332 
160 
156 
972 

15 

Electoral Ballot Number 2 

Total votes cast 1,577 
Needed to elect 1,052 
D. H. McLaughlin 1,271 
Joseph L. C&hart 267 
Cr E. Lambert 26 
J. K. Gressett 12 
David Pace 1 

D. H. McLaughlin was therefore declared elected as a nou- 
resident executive presbyter from the Southwest area. 
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North Central Area 

Electoral Ballot Number 1 

Total votes cast 
Needed to elect 
E. M. Clark 
Lyle Curtis 
&ste; Diill~ 

. . 
Stanton Johnson 
S. H. Petersen 
ROY Wead 

Electoral Ballot Number 2 

Total votes cast 
Needed to ekct 
Roy Wead 
E. M. Clark 
Lyle Curtis 
Stanton Johnson 
S. H. Petersen 
W. B. Friend 

Electoral Ballot Number 3 

Total votes cast 
Needed to elect 
Roy Wead 
E. M. Clark 
Lester Dickinson 
W. B. Friend 
Stanton Johnson 
S. H. Petersen 

1,474 
983 

ii 

s 
-4 
1 

1,149 
,788 
910 
225 

1 

:, 
1 
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Roy Wead was therefore de&red elected nonresident oxeoutivo 
presbyter from the North Central area. 

South Central Area 

Electoral Ballot Number 1 

Total votes cast 
Needed to elect 
Paul Lowe&erg 
E. R. Anderson 
Robert E. Goggin 
Haskell H. Rogers 
.Earl G. Vanxant 
Gerald P. Leathexwood 
Jose Giron 

1,577 
1,052 
1,112 

208 
114 

iif 
27 
10 

Paul Lowe&erg was therefore declared elected as nonresident 
executive presbyter from the South Central area. 

Gulf Area 

Electoral Ballot Number 1 

Total votes cast 1,198 
Needed to elect 798 
Charles S. Craighead 14 
James E. Hamill 667 
G. W. Hardcastle Sr. 373 
N. Cleo Tapp 110 
L. 0. Waldon 32 

Electoral Ballot Number 2 

Total votes cast 527 
Needed to elect 352 
James Hamill 423 
G. W. Hardcastle, Sr. 93 
N. Cleo Tapp 10 
Chas. Craighead 1 

James Hamill was therefore declared elected as nonresident 
executive presbyter from the Gulf area. 
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Great Lakes Area 

Electoral Ballot Number 1 

Total votes cast 
Needed to elect 
Marshall Calloway 
Richard Dortch 
James C. Ellis 
Stanley A. Lyon 
Arthur H. Parsons 
Fred Smolchuck 

1,391 
928 
216 
578 

33 
26 

Electoral Ballot Number 2 
Total votes cast w= 
Needed to elect 724 
Richard Dortch 875 
Marshall Calloway 48 
Stanley Lyon 3 
Arthur Parsons 21 
Fred Smolchuck 138 

&hard Dortch was therefore declared elected as nonresident 
executive presbyter from the Great Lakes area. 

Southeast Area 

Electoral Ballot Number 1 
Total votes cast 1,068 
Needed to elect 712 
Edgar W. Bethany 762 
Chas. H. Cookman 29 
Walter G. Dixon 
J. Foy Johnson ;g 

T. H. Spence 165 

Edgar Bethany was therefore declared elected as nonresident 
executive presbyter from the Southeast area. 

Northeast Area 

‘%&oral Ballot Number 1 
Total votes cast 1,171 
Needed to elect 781 
Joseph B. Flower 887 

J.5 

David Flower 
Russell Williams 
F. D. Eidc 
Samuel DiTrolio 

“‘Perform such other functions as may be directed by the 
General Presbytery or the Executive Presbytery” 

Section 6. Duties of the Executive Presbytery 

Paragraph “a, line 5, add to the last sentnce of the paragraph: 

“subject to the provisions of DaramaDbs ‘*g” and “i” of 

Insert a new paragraph b: 
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Joseph Il. Flower was therefore declared elected as non- 
resident executive presbyter from the Northeast area. 

It was reported that a total of $19,221.36 in offerings had 
been received, leaving slightly less than $756 needed to bring 
the budget into balance. It was recalled also that over $85,666 
had been received in cash and in pledges for home missions 
during the “mission America” rally on Friday night. 

Structure Committee Report, continued 

Brother R. D. E. Smith presented proposed amendments to 
Article III, Sections 4, 5, 6, and 7, including the renurn- 
bering of Section 7, to Section 8, and the insertion of a new Section 
7 entitled “Board of Administration.” He explained that the 
entire Article III as proposed was reproduced on pages 22-25 
of the committee report. It was therefore moved and seconded 
that the following proposed amendments be adopted! 

Section 4. Duties of the General Treasurer 

Paragraph “a,” no change. 

Paragraph “b,” no change. 

Paragraph “c,” no change. 

Paragraph “d,” no change. 

Paragraph “e,” line 2, insert “the General Presbytery” so that 
the paragraph will read: He shall perform such other functions 
as are customary to his office or as may be directed by the 
General, Council, the General Presbytery, or the Executive 
Presbytery.” 

Section 5. Duties of the Executive Director of Foreign Missions 

Paragraph “a” to “i,” no change. 

Paragraph “j” insert “the General Presbytery” so that thp 
paragraph will read: 



“The Executive Presbytery shall have the right and duty of 
interpreting policy originating in the legislation of the - Gen- 
eral Council or the General Presbytery. Such interpretations 
shall stand as final unless reversed at the next meeting 
of the .body in which the legislation orginated.” 

Paragraph %” (present) no change in text. Change number 
to “c” 

Paragraph “c” (present) no change in text. Change number 
to “d.” 

Paragraph “d” (present) no change in text. Change number 
to ‘$.” 

Paragraph “e” (present) no change in text. Change number 
to “f.” 

Paragraph “f” (present) no change in text. Change number 
to “g.” 

Paragraph “g” (present) change to ‘8” and add the 
following: 

‘The Executive Presbytery shall be amenable to the General 
Presbytery.” 

Paragraphs “h”, ‘1” and ‘3” (present) no change in text, 
Renumber “i, “j”, and “k”, respectively. 

Section 7 (new) Duties of the Board of Administration 

Add a new section for the purpose of establishing the 
functions of the (new) Board of Administration: 

Section 7. Duties of the Board of Administration 

a. The Board of Administration shall be the executive arm 
of the Executive Presbytery. 

b. The Board of Administration shall not originate or in- 
terpret policy but shall be confined to the administration 
of those matters delegated to it by the Executive 
Presbytery. 

c. It shall be responsible to the Executive Presbytery. 

Section 7 (present) Duties of the General Presbytery, change 
to Section 8. 

Paragraph a, line 4, delete: “It shall constitute an advisory 
body to the Executive Presbytery.” 

Paragraph “a,” line 5, add the following senteuce between 
the second and third sentence: 
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“Should an irreconcilable difference arise between the Gen- 
era1 Presbytery and the Executive Presbytery, the decision of 
the General Presbytery shall prevail until such time as the 
issue may be submitted to the General Council.” 

Add a new paragraph c: 

“Any twelve members of the General Presbytery shall have 
the prerogative of calling a special session of the General 
Presbytery by presenting a signed request to the General 
Secretary who shall determine the time of such meeting in 
consultation with the Executive Presbytery.” 

Add a new paragraph c: 

“Any District Council by the action of its District Presbytery 
or any three or more general presbyters may have a matter 
added to the General Presbytery agenda at any time during 
any duly called General Presbytery meeting.” 

Paragraph b (present) renumber d. 

The General Secretary offered an amendment to the new 
Section 8, paragraph b, page 25 of the report, to insert the 
word “superintendent” instead of the word “secretary” SO that 
the paragraph would read: 

“Any twelve members of the General Presbytery shall have 
the prerogative of calling a special session of the General 
Presbytery by presenting a signed request to the General 
Superintendent who shall determine the time of such meeting 
in consultation with the Executive Presbytery.” 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Question was raised as to the intent of item 6-a in the 
committee report, page six, regarding the provision that the 
General Presbytery would select a new Board of Directors for 
Central Bible College and arrange for a permanent appeals board. 
The committee explained that this does not involve an amend- 
ment to the bylaws at this time, but that the next General 
Council should present a bylaw amendment to cover this. 

Discussion further ensued concerning the last sentence of the 
proposed Section 8, paragraph a. Question was asked as to the 
interpretation of an “irreconcilable difference” and at what point 
the issue would be submitted to the General Council. 
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It was moved and seconded to amend Section 8 by the 
addition of a paragraph “e” to provide that the General Pres- 
bytery shall determine the salaries and/or allowances of all elected 
officers of the General Council, and that a committee of five 
general presbyters shall be appointed annually by the Executive 
Presbytery for the purpose of making a review of such salaries 
and allowances. It shall report its recommendations to the Gen- 
eral Presbytery for final action. The motion was seconded and 
carried. 

The motion to adopt Article III, as amended, was then 
voted upon and declared carried. 

Item 7: Article IV. Committees 

The following proposed amendments to Article IV were pre- 
sented: 

Section 1. Standing Committees. No change. 

Section 2, Credentials Committee 

Delete present section and add the following: 

The Executive Presbytery shall constitute a Credentials Com- 
mittee. They shall have authority to issue certificates of 
ordination to approved ministers, who have District Council 
endorsement, and to issue annual fellowship certificates. 

It may delegate the routine work of the Credentials Com- 
mittee to the Board of Administration. 

Section 3. Roster Committee. No change. 

Section 4. Other Committees. Substitute the following for the 
present wording: 

Other committees may be appointed by the General Pres- 
bytery or the Executive Presbytery. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that item 7 with its 
recommendations for amending Article IV be adopted. 

Article V. Districts 

It was reported that inasmuch as the General Council had 
earlier referred a to f of item 10, page 7 of the committee report, 
no action was indicated at this time on the proposed amendments 
to Article V, page 27, and corresponding sections of Article XV. 

Item 8: Article XI. Benevolence Department 

The proposed changes for the Benevolence Department were 
presented: 
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Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 

Section 2. Government and Organization, paragraph a: 

Delete present paragraph a and substitute therefor the fol- 
lowing: 
“The Executive Presbytery shall elect a National Director 
of the department subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery.” 
Paragraph “b” delete. 
Paragraph “c” delete the present paragraph c and substitute 
therefor the following: 
“The department shall be administered by a committee con- 
sisting of the National Director, and three other members 
who shall be elected by the Executive Presbytery subject to 
the ratification of the Genral Presbytery. 
Paragraph “d,” line 2, delete *‘one” and insert “two” so that 
the paragraph will read: 
“The Benevolences Department Committee shall serve for a 
period of two years, or until its successors are selected.” 

Paragraph “e,” no change indicated. 
Section 3. Benevolence Funds. No change. 
Section 4. Aged Ministers’ Assistance. No change. 
Section 5. Homes of the Aged and Homes for Children. 
No change. 

Section 6. District Council Benevolent Institutions. No change. 
It was moved and seconded that the amendments proposed 

for Article XI be adopted. 

A motion prevailed to amend the proposed paragraph “c” of 
Section 2 by substituting “four” for “three” to provide for 
the selection of four other members of the Benevolence Com- 
mittee. . 

The proposed amendments for Article XI as amended were 
then voted upon and declared carried. 

Item 9: Article XII. Education 

The following proposed amendments, for Article XII \<rel*e 
presented: 

Section I. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 
f-kction 2. ~~OvcJXIllelJt and Organization. in paragraph “a,” 

delete the present paragraph and insert Instead: 
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“The Executive Presbytery shall elect a National Director of 
the department, subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery.” 

Paragraph “b,” delete. Paragraph “c,” lines 3, 4, 5, 6, 7: 

Delete “The Executive Director, Secretary of Education” and 
substitute therefor “National Director.” Change “six” to 
“eight” in line 5, and delete lines 6 and 7, beginning with 
““i.&” and including “southeast.” 

Insert the following in place of the rest of the paragraph: 

“The National Director, an executive presbyter and two 
members from each of the eight geographical areas of the 
United States (Article II, Section 2, Paragraph “d” of the 
Bylaws), with not more than one person from each area 
being a member of the faculty or administration of one of 
OUT schools at the tie of election. One of these two shall 
be a pastor or a district official. Two laymen shall be 
chosen at large, nominated by the Executive Presbytery and 
elected by the General Presbytery. The area members 
shall be elected by the general presbyters of the respective 
areas at called meetings during the annual session of the 
General Presbytery. 

Paragraph “c” would then read: 

“c. The government and work of the Department of Educa- 
tion and all of its divisions shall be vested in, and committed 
to the Board of Education, which shall consist of twenty 
members to be constituted as follows: The National Director, 
an executive presbyter and two members from each of the 
eight geographical areas of the United States (Article II. 
Section 2, Paragraph d of the Bylaws), with not more than 
one person of the area being a member of the faculty or 
administration of one of our schools at the time of election. 
One of these two shall be a pastor or a district official. Two 
laymen shall be chosen at large, nominated by the Executive 
Presbytery and elected by the General Presbytery. The area 
members shall be elected by the general presbyters of the 
respective areas at called meetings during the annual session 
of the General Presbytery. 
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In paragraph “d,” line 4 change “Executive Director” to 
“National Director”. 

Change “Executive Director” to “National Director” in line. 4. 

be 
It was moved and seconded that the proposed amendments 

adopted. A motion prevailed to refer for study the proposed 
paragraph c of Section 2 to the Executive Presbytery and the 
Board of Education to see whether the provision cannot be 
more inclusive of the entire educational program, particularly as 
it affects the limitation of educators on the Board of Education, 
with the provision that a report be made at the next General 
Council. 

The motion to adopt the proposed amendinents to Article 
XII as amended was voted upon and declared carried. 

T. E. Gannon Resolution of Appreciation 

A motion prevailed that the Executive Presbytery be au- 
thorized to retain our esteemed Brother T. E. Gannon, if he is 
available, to serve as a special consultant for the two-year 
period of transition, making this very knowledgeable person and 
his services available to the Executive Presbytery, Board of 
Administration, and General Superintendent, during the period 
of transition or until resignation, and that remuneration for 
these services be continued as presently established for an as- 
sistant general superintendent. 

Brother Gannon responded by expressions of gratitude to the 
General Council for its generosity and stated that he would 
need to look to the Lord for direction as to his future ministry 
at this time. 

A motion prevailed to fix the time of recessing the night 
session as 11 o’clock. 

Item 16: Article XIII. Finance 

Item 10 calling for the proposed amendments to this article 
was presented: 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 
Section 2. Go\-erntnent and Organization 

Paragraph “a.” No change. 

Paragraph “b” amend to read: 

The Board elf niflni,listl,;ttil)i, sh,Jl constitute the Executive 
Finance Committee. 
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Paragraph “c” 

Change the word “appointed” to “elected” in line 2 and the 
word “approval” to “ratification,” so that the sentence will 
read : 

“A Standing Committee on Finance consisting of seven men 
from the constituency on the field, shall be elected by the 
Executive Presbytery subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery. . . .” 

Paragraph “d’ 

Delete points numbered ( 1 ), (2) and ( 3), in paragraph “d” 
and insert instead the following: 

“The functions shall consist of those usual and ordinary to 
a Department of Finance, and to include the processing of 
mail.” 

Paragraph “d” (4) amend to read: 
The Division of Stewardship, including the promotion and 
supervision of bequests to The General Council of the As- 
semblies of God in the form of wills and other legacies, shall 
function under the Department of Finance. 

Section 3. Support of Headquarters. No change. 

It was moved and seconded that the proposition be adopted. 

A motion was made to amend by deleting paragraph “d” (4) 
with the provision that it be referred to the Executive Presbyery 
for further study, giving due regard to the recommendations 
of the committee, and that subsequent recommendations be made 
to the General Presbytery for final action. The motion was 
seconded and carried. 

Item 10 as amended was then voted upon and declared carried, 

Item 11: Article XIV. Foreign Missions Department 

Item 11 containing the recommendations to amend Article 
XIV was presented: 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 
Section 2. Government and Organization paragraph “a”: 

Delete “shall be an assistant general superintendent, who” 
so that the paragraph will read: 

“a. The Executive Director of Foreign Missions shall be 
elected . . .” 
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Paragraph “b” 
Change “appoint” to “elect” and add “subject to the ratifica- 
tion of the General Presbytery,” so that the paragraph will 
read: 

“b. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a secretary of the 
Foreign Missions Department, subject to the ratification 
of the General Presbytery, who shall serve under the 
executive director in the administration of the department.” 

Paragraph “c,” no change. 
Paragraph “4” change “six” to “eight” in lines five and seven. 

Paragraph “e,” change “appointed” to “elected” in line 2. 

Paragraph “f,” no change. 
Paragraph “g,” no change. 
Paragraph “h,” change “six” to “eight” in line 1 and “six 

sections” to “eight areas” and “appointed” to “elected”, line 
3. 
In paragraph “h,” second paragraph, change “six” to ‘*eight” 
to provide for eight laymen to be selected from the eight 
areas of the Fellowship. 

A motion prevailed to adopt Item 11 as proposed. 

Item 12: Article XV. Home Missions 

Item 12 was presented with the explanation that since action 
had already been taken on the committee’s report, and passed 
over in conjunction with Article V, only Section 2, remained 
pertinent for consideration at this time. 

These recommendations follow: 

Section 2. Government and Organization, paragraph “a.” 
Delete present paragraph and insert instead: 
“The Executive Presbytery shall elect a National Director, 
subject to ratification by the General Presbytery.” 

Delete paragraph “h” and renumber the succeeding para- 
grapl=. 
Paragraph “e” (present) no change. 
Renumber present paragraph “c” the number “b”. Delete 
the present wording and substitute the following: 

“b. The Home Missions Department shall be under the 
supwvision of a IIomr Misziions Board which shall consist 
of the National Director, one member of the Board of 
Administration, two nonresident members of the Executive 

71 



, 
Presbytery, and eight other ministers selected, one from each 
of the eight established geographical areas of the Fellowship. 
Four of the national board members shall be selected from 
among those district officials who have assigned to them 
the portfolio of District Home Missions Director. 

Insert a new paragraph “c” to read: 

The members of the Home Missions Board shall be elected 
by the Executive Presbytery subject to ratification by the 
General Presbytery. 

Paragraph “d,, (present), delete present paragraph “d” and 
insert the following: 

“d. Terms of office shall be for two years, and so arranged 
that one-half of the terms expire annually.” 

Paragraph “e” (present) no change. 

Paragraph “f” (new) insert the following as a new paragraph 
and renumber the present paragraph “f,” “g.” 

It shall be the responsibility of the Home Missions Board to 
evaluate home missions policies, to offer guidance and 
counsel in all areas of home missions ministries, to establish 
standards for appointed home missionaries and home missions 
institutions, and to sit as a Board of Appeal in all matters 
relating to field and department decisions. 

It was moved and seconded that the proposed amendment be 
adopted. A substitute motion prevailed to refer the structure 
of the Home Missions Board back to the committee with a 
request a report be made on Tuesday morning. 

A motion prevailed to recess at 11 p.m. and to reconvene 
at 8:36 Tuesday morning. 

The meeting was dismissed following the Doxology. 

TUESDAY MORNING-AUGUST 24 

The meeting began at 8:30 with the singing of choruses. 
The Scripture reading for the service was Psalm 119:89-96. 
Brother Edgar Newby of Roswell, New Mexico, led in prayer 
The business session was called to order at 8:40. 

Item 12: Article XV. Home Missions Department (oontinued) 

The committee presented the following proposal regarding the 
structuring of a Home Missions Board: 
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“The terms of office shall be for 2 years and so arranged 
that one half of the terms expire annually.” A motion to 
adopt the proposition was seconded and carried. 

The motion to adopt Item I2 as contained in the minutes on 
Monday afternoon was voted upon and declared carried. 

Roster Committee Report 

Erother Arthur Berg, chairman of the Roster Committee, 
brought the final report as of 8:50 a. m. on August 24: 

Ordained ministers 2,819 
Delegates 9!50 
Voting constituency 3,769 
Licensed 326 
Visitors 3,298 
Total 7,393 

A motion prevailed to accept the report of the Roster Com- 
mittee with appreciation and that the roster of the 34th General 
Council bo closed. 

The estimated attendance for the services was reported, as 
follows: 

Thursday night 8,500 
Friday night 9,500 
Saturday night 12,000 
Sunday afternoon 11,500 
Sunday night 10,!566 
Monday night 7,500 

Item 14: Article XVII. Men’s Fellowship Department 

It was stated that the covering motion as indicated in the 
beginning of the section dealing with the bylaws would apply 
to the changes proposed in this Article. The items referred to 
follow : 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

Delete preserit Paragraph “a” and add the following: 

“The Executive Presbytery shall elect a National Director of 
the department subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery.” 

Paragraph “b,” delete. 



Item 15: Article XIX, Ministers’ Benefit Association 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the following amend- 
ments to Article XIX be adopted: 

Section 1. Organization 

Delete the present Section I and insert the following instead: 
“There shall be an Association known as the Assemblies of 
God Ministers’ Benefit Association.” 

Section 2. Administration 

Delete the present Section 2 and add the following instead: 

There shall be a Board of Directors elected by the Executive 
Presbytery of The General Council of the Assemblies of 
God subject to ratification by the General Presbytery. All 
boards of directors of this association shall he amenable to 
The Executive Presbytery of The General Council of the 
Assemblies of God. 

Item 16: Article XX. Publications Department 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

Delete the present paragraph “a” and add the following: 
“The Executive Presbytery shall elect a National Director 
of the department subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery. 

Paragraph “b,” line 11 change “two additional executive officers 
appointed by the Executive Presbytery” to read: 

“two additional members of the Executive Presbytery shall 
be elected by the Executive Presbytery and ratified by the 
General Presbytery.” 

Add to line 14 “and the General Presbytery.” 

Note: Also delete “Executive” in line 8 and substitute “na- 
tional” to provide for the National Director to serve on the 
Board of Publications rather than “Executive” Director. 

Paragraph “d,” lines 4, 5. 

Change “appointed” to elected and “approval” to rutificatiun, 

Paragraph “e,” add, “and the General Presbytery.” 
A motion prevailed to adopt item 18 as presented. 
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Item 17: Article XXI. Radio Department 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

Paragraph “a” 

Delete paragraph “a” and add instead, the following: 
The Executive Presbytery shall elect a National Director of 
the department subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery. 

Paragraph “h,” delete. 

Paragraph “c,” change “appointed” to “elected” and “approval” 
to “ratification,” so that the paragraph will read: 

“c. There shall be a Radio Committee which shall consist of 
the National Director and four others elected by the Executive 
Presbytery, subject to ratification. by the General Presbytery.” 
Paragraph “d” (change: from one to two years) 

The Radio Committee shall serve for a two year period or 
until its successors are appointed. 

Paragraph “e,” no change. 

Section 3. Funds 

Change “radio director” to “national director.” 

It was moved, seconded, and carried to adopt item 17. 

A motion prevailed that the General Secretary be given 
editing privileges to provide a proper statement in the bylaws 
covering the authorization for Assemblies of God departments. 

Item 18: Article XXII. Sunday School Department 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

Delete the present wording in paragraph “a” and add Instead 
the following: “The Executive Presbytery shall eleot a national 
director of the department subject to the ratification of the 
General Presbytery.” 
Paragraph “h,” delete. 

Change paragraph “6’ to read: “The Sunday School Depart- 
ment Committee shall consist of the national director and four 
others elected by the Executive Presbytery subject to the ratifica- 
tion of the General Presbytery.” 
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Paragraph “d”: Delete “one” and substitute therefor “two** 
so that the paragraph will read: “The Sunday School Department 
Committee shall serve for a period of two years or until its 
successors are appointed.” 

Paragraph “e,” no change. 

Section 3. The Sunday School Counselor. NO change. 

Section 4. District Organization. No change. 

Item 18 was adopted by motion duly carried. 

Item 19: Article XXIII. Women’s Missionary Council 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. No change. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

Paragraph “a” 

Delete the present paragraph and add instead the following: 

“a. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a National Director 
of the department, subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery.” 

Paragraph “b,” delete. 

Paragraph “c,” delete paragraph “c,” and add instead the 
following: 

“c. The Women’s Missionary Council Committee shall consist 
of the National Director, one member from the Home 
Missions Department, one member from the Foreign Missions 
Department and two others elected by the Executive Pres- 
bytery, subject to the ratification of the General Pres- 
bytery.” 

Paragraph “d,” change “one” to “two” so that the paragraph 
will read: 

“d. The Women’s Missionary Council Committee shall serve 
for a period of two years or until its successors are selected.” 

Paragraph “e,” no change. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that item 19 be adopted. 

Item 20: Young Peoples’ Department 

Section 1. Authorization and Pu~yosc. No change. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 
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Paragraph “a,” delete and add instead the following: 

“a. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a National Director 
of the department subject to the ratification of the Gen- 
eral Presbytery.” 

Paragraph ‘lb,” delete. 

Paragraph “c” : 

The National Director with four others elected by the 
Executive Presbytery subject to the ratification of the Gen- 
eral Presbytery shall constitute the National Christ’s Am- 
bassadors Committee. At least three members of the above 
committee shall be appointed from the field at large. 

Paragraph “d”: change “one” to “two” so that the paragraph 
will read: “The National Christ’s Ambassadors Committee 
shall serve for a period of two years or until its successors 
are selected.” 
Section 3. Official Organ. Change to: OfficMZ Publication. 
Change text, as follows: 

“The official publication of the department shall be Youth Alive.” 
Item 20 was adopted by motion duly carried. 

Item 21. Article XXVII. Quorum 

Change “six” to “seven” in line 5, and add a new sentence: 
“The presence of three members of the Board of Adminis- 

tration shall constitute a quorum.” 

The paragraph shall then read: 

“All members registered and voting in any meeting of The 
General Council of the Assemblies of Cod shall constitute 
a quorum, and all general presbyters registered and voting 
in any meeting of the General Presbytery shall constitute 
a quorum. The presence of seven executive presbyters at 
any meeting of the Executive Presbytery shall constitute 
a quorum. The presence of three members of the Board of 
Administration shall constitute a quorum.” 

A motion prevailed that item 21 be adopted. 

A privileged statement was made as follows: 
‘a . , . In a time when religious structures are being exposed 
as so rigid and inflexible as to discourage any hope among 
the young that the organized Church can be a viable struchlre 
through which the love and life of God in Christ can flow 
toward human need, the Assemblies of God has demonstrated 
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to its youth once more that we are detemrined to resist 
the historical face of denominationalism. We are determined 
to stay a revival movement. 

“THEREFORE, in order to emphasize the importance of 
this historic 34th Session of the General Council of the 
Assemblies of God; 

“BE IT RESOLVED that the Executive Presbytery au- 
thorize for circulation among our fellowship the preparation 
of an appropriate expression of the historical significance 
of those circumstances and events leading up to and ex- 
tending from the appointments of the committees on Advance 
and Organizational Structure and culminating in this General 
Council.” 

A motion prevailed that the resolution be adopted. It was 
moved and seconded that appreciation be expressed to the 
members of the committee for their work and the thorough 
job which they had done. The motion was declared carried. 

Recognition of Retiring Executive Presbyters 

The chair recognized retiring executive presbyters G. W. Hard- 
castle Sr. and E. M. Clark. He expressed deep appreciation for 
their contribution to the Fellowship. 

Brothers Hardcastle and Clark expressed their thanks to the 
brethren for the privilege granted to them in serving the Fellow- 
Ship. 

Recognition of Newly Elected Executive Presbyters 

The chair introduced the following nonresident executive pres- 
byters : 

N. D. Davidson-Northwest 
D. H. McLaughlin-Southwest 
Roy Wead-North Central 
Paul Lowenberg-South Central 
Richard Do&h-Great Lakes 
Joseph R. Flower-Northeast 
Edgar Bethany-Southeast 
James Ham&Gulf 

Each of the brethren pledged his loyalty to the church and 
assured the brethren of his cooperation. 
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Article VIII. Divorce and Remarriage 

The item referred to from the Friday session of the General 
Council was brought before the house 

The report of the committee follows: 

Recommended Changes 

1. The section to be introduced by a subsection outlining 
guidelines. 

Subsection “a” to read: 

“General principles to be advocated in dealing with the 
complex problems of divorce and remarriage should be: 

( 1) That priority be given to the Biblical teaching on 
the home, family, and marriage, so that judgments 
be made on the basis of Scripture. 

(2) That the Church be viewed in its role as a teaching 
institution, bearing a responsibility to safeguard the 
sanctity of the home and marriage, by example and 
precept. 

(3) That, insofar as possible, the Church bear in mind 
the well-being of the parties involved when a marriage 
is terminated.” 

2. Old subsection “a” shall be reconstituted as new sub- 
section “b.” 

3. Old subsection “b” be reconstituted as new subsection 
“c” with the following changes: 

a. The parenthesis in line 5 be enlarged to read 
“(Adultery refers to any violation of the marriage 
vows, including such perversions as homosexuality, 
Matt. lQ:Q).” 

b. The following sentences be added: “It is recommended 
that our churches express prayerful compassion and 
concern for divorced persons who are endeavoring 
to follow the teaching of Scripture, trusting God to en- 
able them to continue in the unmarried state. Such per- 
sons should be made eligible for church membership, 
and should not be deprived of responsibility and ser- 
vice in the local assembly, as long as they do not re- 
marry while the former spouse still lives.” 

4. Subsection “c” be deleted, since it has been incorporated 
in essence in the above revision. 
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5. Subsection “d” and “e” to remain unchanged.” 

Article VIII. Section 5, as proposed, would then read: 

Section 5. Divorce and Remarriage 

a. General principles to be advocated in dealing with the 
complex problems of divorce and remarriage should be: 

( 1) That priority be given to the Biblical teaching on 
the home, family and marriage, so that judgments be 
made on the basis of Scripture. 

(2) That the Church be viewed in its role as -a teaching 
institution, bearing a responsibility to safeguard the 
sanctity of the home and marriage, by example and 
precept. 

( 3) That, insofar as possible, the Church bear in mind 
the well-being of the parties involved when a marriage 
is terminated. 

b. There are now among Christian people those who became 
entangled in their marriage relations in their former lives 
of sin and who do not see how these matters can be 
adjusted. We recommend that these cases be left in the hands 
of the Lord and that they walk in the light as God lets it 
shine on their souls. 

c. Low standards on marriage and divorce are very hurtful 
to individuals, to the family, and to the cause of Christ. 
Therefore, we discourage divorce by all lawful means 
and teaching. We positively disapprove of Christians getting 
divorces for any cause except for fornication and adultery 
(adultery refers to any violation of the marriage vows, 
including such perversions as homosexuality, Matt. 19:9); and 
recommend the remaining single of all divorced Christians 
and that they pray God so to keep them in purity and 
peace. (See I Corinthians 7.) It is recommended that our 
churches express prayerful compassion and concern for 
divorced persons who are endeavoring to follow the teaching 
of Scripture, trusting God to enable them to continue in 
the unmarried state. Such persons should be made eligible 
for church membership, and should not be deprived of 
responsibility and service in the local assembly, as long as 
they do not remarry while their former spouse still lives. 
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d. We disapprove of any Assemblies of God minister per- 
forming a marriage ceremony for anyone who has been 
divorced and whose former companion is still living. Any 
minister of our Fellowship who performs such a ceremony, 
unless he has been innocently deceived into doing so, 
may be dismissed from the Fellowship. 

3. We disapprove of any married minister of the Assemblies 
of God holding credentials if either minister or spouse has 
a former companion living. (See, also, Article VII, Section 
5, paragraphs “b” and “c.“) 

It was moved and seconded that the report be referred to the 
next General Council and that it become the first order of 
business. 

Discussion ensued on the propriety to refer since the report 
came as an item of unfinished business from the Dallas 
colmcil. 

A motion prevailed calling for the previous question. 

The motion to refer was voted upon and declared lost. 

A motion prevailed to limit the time of discussion for each 
speaker to 3 minutes. 

It was moved and seconded the report be adopted. 

A motion prevailed to amend by considering the report seriatim. 
“l-a. General principles 

It was moved and seconded to adopt Section 5, subsection “a.” 

It was moved and seconded to amend paragraph 3 by in- 
serting the word “eternal” immediately preceding the word “well- 
being,” and by substituting “when a marriage relationship is 
ended” for the phrase “when a marriage is terminated”; and, 
also, to amend by the deletion of the phrase “insofar as possible.” 
The motion to amend was voted on and declared lost. 

The motion to adopt Section S-a as presented was then 
voted on and declared carried. 

Section 5, subsections b, c, d, and e were presented. It was 
moved and seconded Section 5, subsection, b, c, d, and e be 
adopted. 

A motion was made and seconded to substitute the phrase 
“sexual act” in place of “violation of the marriage vows.” 
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An amendment was offered to insert the word “illicit” so 
the phrase would read “illicit sexual act.” 

It was moved and seconded to refer the entire Section 5, as 
proposed, back to the committee, with a request that the 
committee be enlarged and that there be a more in-depth study 
made; and, further, that the report include an exegetical treatise 
in its preamble. 

Areas discussed, included the meaning of the word “adultery”; 
is remarriage after divorce always sin; if SO, is it a perpetual 
and unpardonable sin; interpretation of 1 Cor. 7:27; is “loose” 
defined as death, or does it include divorce? 

A motion calling for the previous question prevailed. 

The motion to refer was then voted upon and declared carried. 

A motion prevailed that the General Superintendent appoint 
a committee of five who will give careful, in-depth study to the 
subject of divorce and remarriage and that it place its findings 
in a white paper to be made available to the constitutency. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the committee’s 
report be included in a mailing prior to the next General 
Council. 

A further motion prevailed that the committee’s report include 
guidelines for ministers performing marriage ceremonies. 

A motion prevailed that appreciation be expressed to Brother 
McLaughlin and other members of the committee for their 
time and work over a 4-year period. 

Resolution 10. Supervision of Churches 

A motion prevailed that Resolution 10 become the next order 
of business. 

Brother Smolchuck, chairman of the Resolutions Committee 
then presented the following resolution: 

“WHEREAS, The General Presbytery in its 1969 session 
heard a committee report on Supervision of Churches, and 
adopted a recommendation offered therein, that each District 
Council give serious consideration to adopting as a part of 
its district policy specific guidelines whereby the district 
officials may intervene in the government of a local assembly 
when discord causes major proLlems and threatens proper 
functioning and, 
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“WHEREAS, The result of the discussion of this subject 
caused the General Presbytery to calF for the appointment of 
an additional committee to which was assigned the task 
of preparing a resolution for the amending of the Con- 
stitution and Bylaws relating to a District Council’s inter- 
vention in local assemblies, the committee being also in- 
structed to define what is meant by sovereignty and c&s- 
approoed as applied to this area of relationship, and 

“WHEREAS, The committee in considering its assigmnent 
took cognizance that in an organization encompassing 11,910 
ordained miuisters and 8,734 churches, in order to facilitate 
smoothness of operation and fellowship there must be guide- 
lines for the governing of conduct and rules for effective 
operation and, further, that neither the church nor the 
minister can lay claim to sovereignty but must operate 
within these guidelines of operation and rules of conduct, and 

“WHEREAS, The word ‘sovereignty’ is found only once in 
the General Council Constitution and once in the Bylaws, 
and 

“WHEREAS, The context clearly shows this sovereignty to 
be limited to self-government in the calling of its pastor, 
election of its official board, the administering of discipline 
to its members, the right to own and hold title to its 
property and to determine standards for membership, and 

“WHEREAS, The local assembly is amenable to the General 
and District Councils in matters of doctrines, methods, and 
conduct, and 

“WHEREAS, These limitations are contrary to the true 
concept of sovereignty, and 

“WHEREAS, .4ny broader interpretation of the term sov- 
ereignty would violate the Constitution and Bylaws and basic 
principles of the Assemblies of God, and place the assemblies 
in position of authority above the pastors in the organization; 
therefore, be it 

“RESOLVED, That Article XII, paragraph 4, of the Con- 
stitution. c~ntitlcd ‘ioral As~PnIl~livs,’ 1~ anlend~~d by pl;lcing 
a period after the word ‘stated’ in the third line and thereby 
deleting ‘or interfere with its sovereignty,’ so that the 
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sentence will read, ‘The fact that a local assembly h 
affiliated in the association of a District Council or the 
General Council of the Assemblies of God shall in no wise 
destroy its rights as above stated.’ The balance of the 
paragraph shall remain as it is now stated; and, be it further 

“RESOLVED, That Article VI of the Bylaws shall be 
amended by adding the following as Section 4: 
Church Supervision 

a. The district officiary may intervene in the government 
of a local church when discord causes major problems 
and threatens the proper functioning of the assembly, 

b, The courtesy of entry shall be accorded district officers 
to services and business meetings of the church for 
the purposes of aiding, counseling, and guiding the con- 
gregation when it is the united judgment of the district 
officiary that this is advisable and necessary. 

c. As a last resort, the District Presbytery may disapprove 
a church when it becomes apparent in its judgment that 
the church is unwilling or unable to remedy problems of 
chronic strife, or unacceptable standards, or erroneous 
teachings, practices or doctrines. Upon becoming con- 
vinced that the situation cannot be remedied, the Dis- 
trict Presbytery may advise the General Council Ex- 
ecutive Presbytery to remove the church from its official 
list of affiliated churches; and, be it further 

“RESOLVED, That it is recommended that District Councils 
amend their Constitutions and Bylaws by adopting pro- 
visions similar to the foregoing.” 

It was moved and seoonded that the resolution be adopted 

A motion to amend was seconded and carried to add a new 
paragraph “d” to read: ‘“That such intervention shall not lift 
or suspend financial, mortgage, or legally contractural obligations 
of the local Assembly of God.” 

Following debate, a motion calling for the previous question 
was seconded and carried. 

The motion before the house to adopt Resolution 10 as 
amended was then voted upon and declared lost. 
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Credential Renewals 

A motion was duly passed to consider a resolution affecting 
the procedures for the renewal of ministerial credentials. This 
came as a referral from the General Presbytery. 

Brother Smolchuck therefore presented the following resolution: 

“WHEREAS, there has been some confusion as to the 
period of grace given ministers in the renewal of their 
credentials; and 

“WHEREAS, the present reading of the bylaws encouraged 
rather than discouraged delinquency in renewing credentials, 
therefore be it 

“RESOLVED, that Article VII, Ministry, Section 7, (page 
114) of the bylaws be amended by deleting the last 
sentence, ‘Ministers who become delinquent ten months or 
more shall apply for reinstatement,’ and in its place insert 
the words, ‘ministers who have not renewed by April 30 
shall apply for reinstatement and pay a $10.00 reinstatement 
fee,’ be it further, 

‘RESOLVED, that Article IX, Discipline, Section 8-c ( 1) 
(page 126) of the bylaws be amended by replacing the 
words ‘the first of December’ with the words ‘April 30,’ 
so that Section 8-c ( 1) shall read: 

“the term ‘renewed’ shall be used to apply strictly to those 
who for inadvertent reasons fail to comply with the annual 
questionnaire deadline, but do renew on or before April 30 
and are restored to the ministerial list”; and be it further 

“RESOLVED that Article IX, Section 8-c (2) be amended 
by deleting all of the words beginning with the word 
‘credentials’ and in their place insert ‘names have been 
deleted from the official ministerial list,’ so that Section 8-c 
(2) shall read: 

“The term ‘reinstatement’ shall apply to those whose names 
have bcrn deleted from the official ministerial list.” 

A motion prevailed that the resolution be adopted. 

A motion prmailed that the chairman hc rcquestcd to bring 
before the house the most important items which should be 
considered prior to adjournment. 
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Resolution of Appreciation-Retired Officers 

A resolution of appreciation was read: 

WHEREAS, Our beloved brethren, Theodore E. Cannon, 
Kermit Reneau, and C. W. H. Scott, have faithfully served 
the General Council of the Assemblies of God as assistant 
general superintendents, and E. M. Clark and G. W. 
Hardcastle, Sr., have faithfully served as nonresident ex- 
ecutive presbyters, and 

WHEREAS, Their highly effective service and personal 
dedication have substantially contributed to the efficiency 
and successful advance of our movement; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That this 1971 General Council publicly ex- 
press its appreciation to these beloved brethren with a 
standing ovation. 
The resolution of appreciation was adopted by a standing 
ovation. 

Resolution 21. 
Bert Webb Honorary General Presbyter 

Brother Smolchuck presented the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, The General Presbyters of the Assemblies of 
God have officially recognized that Bert Webb has for 
many years rendered faithful and distinguished service as 
an executive of both his district and the General Council, 
and have nominated him for appointment to continue to 
serve as an honorary member of the General Presbytery; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this council in session appoint Bert Webb 
an honorary general presbyter. 
A motion prevailed that the resolution be adopted. 

Resolution 16. 
Foreign Missions Funds 

The chairman of the Resolutions Committee presented the 
following resolution: 

“WHEREAS, In a survey made May 11, 1971 it was noted 
that foreign ‘missions receipts from all sources continue to 
increase at a most gratifying rate; and 
“WHEREAS, It ‘was also noted that there is an alarming 
trend within this growtlr pattern, brc;iose during this time 
when general designated offerings to foreign missions ex- 
panded, the zrndesignnted portion of these receipts declined. 
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(In 1962 four percent of all foreign missions offerings 
were undesignated, while in 1970 only 2.4 percent of the 
offerings were undesignated); and 

“WHEREAS, This means that the time-honored practice 
of honoring designations leaves the Foreign Missions De- 
partment with fewer funds to meet emergency and other 
contingency needs that constantly arise (although the Foreign 
Missions Department still operates with a five percent over- 
ride for administration, the budget has risen in this interim 
because costs such as postage, transportation, accounting, 
and receipting procedures have risen precipitously); and 

“WHEREAS, The Bylaws of the General Council provide 
for the Foreign Missions Department to operate its admin- 
istration from funds designated for office expense and ten 
percent of undesignated offerings, however, due to constant 
increasing costs of administration and steadily declining 
receipts in undesignated funds, the Foreign Missions Depart- 
ment is caught in a perpetual squeeze; and 

“WHEREAS, In 1961 the Portland General Council au- 
thorized the creation of an emergency fund by setting aside 
two percent of general missionary offerings for emergency 
purposes, however, with mounting responsibilities, unparal- 
leled opportunities overseas, and with the general volume of 
responsibility growing each year, it is now impossible to 
cover present emergencies of the missionary family and 
administer the program without an increase in this emergency 
fund; therefore, be it 

“RESOLVED, That Article XIV of the General Council 
Bylaws, Section 5, paragraph ‘b’ be amended by the sub- 
stitution of the word ‘five’ in place of ‘two’ so that the 
paragraph shall read: 

“All funds assigned to particular persons shall be forwarded 
by the Foreign Missions Department exactly as directed, 
except that five percent of all missionary funds (with the 
exclusion of special designations) handled directly by the 
department shall be transferred to an emergency fund to 
meet emergency expenses for which the Foreign Missions 
Department is responsible,” 

Following discussion, a motion prevailed that resolution 16 
be adopted. 
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Resolution 26 

Men’s Fellowship Department 
The chairman of the committee presented the following res- 

olution: 
WHEREAS, A misconception of the ministry of the Men’s 
Fellowship Department has become associated with its name, 
and has in many areas hindered or prevented the develop- 
ment of the program; and 

WHEREAS, There is a need to expand the ministries of men 
so that all men attending Assemblies of God churches may 
be included; and 
WHEREAS, There is a need to involve more of them directly 
in Christian service and to align their ministries more 
closely to the local church program; and 
WHEREAS, There is a need for the national department to 
provide services for all Assemblies of God men, which would 
include materials, training, and areas of involvement; and 
WHEREAS, The change of name will closely identify the 
men with the work of our constituency and more adequately 
meet the present approaches to men’s work prevailing in 
Christian circles today; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That General Council Bylaws, Article XVII, 
be amended by substituting “Assemblies of God Men’s 
Department” in place of the present title; and by $kting 
the word “Fellowship” in Section 1, subsection a; by 
substituting “constituency” for “Fellowship” in paragraph 
( 1) of subsection ‘b”; by substituting “Promoting the par- 
ticipation of men in the ministries of the local church” for 
the present paragraph (2); by substituting “men” for “Men’s” 
and deleting the word “Fellowships” in paragraph (4); 
by substituting “Publicizing the work of the Assemblies of 
God men” for the present paragraph (9). 
The Article shall further be amended by deleting the first 
two lines of Section 2, subsection “c” and substituting the 
words, “There shall be a National Men’s Committee con- 
sisting of the Executive Director and the Secretary of the 
Men’s Department. . . ” etc., and by substituting “National 
Men’s Committee” for “Men’s Fellowship Committee” in 
subsection “d”; so that the Article as amended shall read: 

“Article XVII. Assemblies of God Men’s Department 
Section 1. Authorization and Purpose 
a. There shall be a Men’s Department which shall . . . (rest 

same) 
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b. The function of this department shall include: 
( 1) Encouraging development of the work of men at the 

local, district, and national levels of the constitutency. 
(2) Promoting the participation of men in the ministries 

of the local church. 

(3) (same) 
(4) Coordinating the efforts of the men in local and 

district organizations within the Assemblies of God. 
(5) through (8) (Same) 
(9) Publicizing the work of the Assemblies of God men. 

Section 2. Government and organization 
a. ( Same) 
b. (Same) 

c. There shall be a National Men’s Committee consisting 
of the Executive Director and the Secretary of the 
Men’s Department. . . (rest of paragraph the same) 

d. Members of the National Men’s Committee shall serve for 
a period of two years, or until their successors are 
appointed. 

e. (Same) 
A motion prevailed that Resolution 20 be adopted with the 

understanding that Article XVII shall be edited to conform to 
the action taken regarding the Organizational Structure Com- 
mittee report affecting this article. 

Brother Smolchuck, Chairman of the Resolutions Committee, 
then presented the following resolutions, with the Council taking 
the actions as indicated: 

Resolution 12. 
Youth Department 

RESOLVED, That the title of Article XXV of the bylaws 
be amended so that it will read, ‘YOUTH DEPARTMENT”; 
Be it further 
RESOLVED, That in Section 1, paragraph “a” the word 
“Youth” shall be substituted for “Young People’s.” 
A motion prevailed to adopt Resolution 12. 

Resolution 6. Women’s Missionary Council Funds 

WHEREAS, The 1953 General Council in session at Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, provided direction to the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Council for financial support of its national office, and 
WHEREAS, The department has continued to operate on that 
basis continually since that date, and 
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WHEREAS, The plan did not become a part of de Bylaws 
of the General Council inasmuch as bylaw provisions for de 
department were adopted later; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That Article XXIII of de Bylaws be amended 
by adding the followtig: 
“Section 3. Funds 

a. An annual National Women’s Missionary Council Day 
shall be observed at which time the ministry of de 
Women’s Missionary Council shall be promoted. It is 
recommended that an offering be received in each church 
which shall be sent to the national Women’s Missionary 
Council for use in the support of the national office 
and to aid in costs of services it offers to district and 
local units. 

b. To aid furder in support of the work at both district 
and national levels, it is urged that each local Women’s 
E/Iissionary Council group shall be faithful in tithing its 
income into the district Women’s Missionary Council 
office and the district Women’s hlissionary Council office 
in turn to tide to de national office.” 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that resolution number 
6 be adopted. 

Resolution 7. 
Graduate School of Theology 

It was moved, seconded, and carried that the following re- 
solution (7) be adopted: 

WHEREAS, The significance of de word “seminary” in 
present-day usage does not adequately express the type of 
graduate training that is being provided for those desiring 
graduate work in the field of Bible and religion; and 

WHEREAS, There appears to be a need to clarify the 
usage of these terms; be it 

RESOLVED, That Article XII, Section 4, paragraph 6 (page 
136) be amended to delete the words “a theological seminary 
with graduate work’ and instead to insert the words ‘a 
graduate school of theology.” The amended paragraph will 
den read: 
“As progress and growth demand, de General Council in 
session may provide a graduate school of theolo, for dose 
who seek special training for t& ministry in the United 
States or foreign lands.” 
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Resolution 9. 

Nomenclature for Churches 

WHEREAS, the 1967 General Council had instructed that 
the entire question of the manner of listing churches in the 
directory be reviewed after sufficient time had been given 
in the districts to see the results of efforts put forth to 
bring cooperative churches into full affiliation with de 
General Council or the District Council, and 

WHEREAS, it seems that four years is a reasonable len,& 
of time for implementation of the program; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED: 

1. That districts continue to list the three classifications of 
General Council affiliated, District affiliated, and Co- 
operative non-affiliated churches. 

2. That cooperative non-affiliated churches previously un- 
listed in General or District Council directories will 
not be listed in future directories. 

3. That a continuing effort be made by Assemblies of God 
pastors, districts, and the General Council to encourage 
churches which are presently listed as ‘Cooperative Non- 
affiliated” to affiliate with de Assemblies of God. 

4. That all districts maintain an open door to non-affiliated 
churches and encourage such churches who qualify bv 
General Council and District Council standards to affiliatk 
with de Assemblies of God. 

5. That Assemblies of God ministers be permitted to pastor 
such churches with the understanding they shall abide 
by de principles, doctrines, and policies of de Assemblies 
of God (Article VIII of the General Council Bylaws). 

A motion prevailed that Resolution 9, entitled “Nomenclature 
for Churches” be adopted. 

Resolution 19. 

Non-Preaching Ministers 

WHF,REAS, The qualifications for ministry as stated in 
Article VII, Section 2, of our General Council Bylaws clearlv 
indicate a preaching ministry as qualification for both license& 
and ordained ministers; and 
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WHEREAS, There are those who display an evident purpose 
to devote their lives for ministry in positions as assistants 
and in other areas that do not require a preaching ministry; 
and 
WHEREAS, The practice of issuing credentials does not 
conform to present policy; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the General Superintendent appoint a 
committee of five to restudy the area of credential re- 
quirements and make recommendations that would provide 
ministerial recognition to cover those who may not qualify 
under present bylaw requirements; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That such recommendations be presented to 
the next General Council. 
It was moved, seconded, and carried that Resolution 9 calling 
for the study committee be adopted. 

Statement on Abortion 
The following statement was distributed to the General Council 

for information. Although the statement was not read, a motion 
prevailed that it be adopted. The statement follows: 

“WHEREAS, abortion has been catapulted into the forefront 
of spiritual and ethical problems confronting the church 
today, and the issue has been nurtured in a general climate 
of moral relativism, a growing sexual permissiveness, and 
a threatening population explosion; and, 
“WHEREAS, the moral issue of abortion is a question of 
whether there are circumstances under which it may be 
permissible to terminate a pregnancy rather than a question 
of freedom of a woman to control the reproductive functions 
of her body; and, 
“WHEREAS, the Scriptures allude to the principles of divine 
blessing upon unborn infants, and divine displeasure on un- 
due actions which result in the death of the unborn; and, 
“WHEREAS, Christians must be involved in the decision 
making process as much, if not more, than other citizens 
since legislatures of nearly every state consider abortion 
legislation; therefore be it 
“RESOLVED, that the Assemblies of God affirm its con- 
viction that abortion for reasons of personal convenience, 
social adjustment, or economic advantage is morally wrong, 
and that it also expresses its firm opposition to any legislation 
designed to legalize abortion for those rea’:onq; be it furthrr 
“RESOLVED, that we also recognize there may be occasions 
which make abortion necessary for therapeutic reasons to 
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safeguard the health or the life of the mother, as is the 
case with tubular pregnancies which are stated by doctors 
to be fatal unless terminated; be it further 

“RESOLVED, that in the event the individuals involved 
believe that preganancies resulting from rape or incest 
should be terminated they should be advised to reach their 
decision only after spiritual, medical, and psychological coun- 
selling has been obtained. Wherever possible the final de- 
cision should be made by the woman. Where such determina- 
tion has been reached, the individual involved should not be 
subjected to censure.” 

Spiritual Life Committee 

The report of the Spiritual Life Committee was presented 
although it was not read. A motion prevailed to recommend 
that the constitutency be exposed to the report. The full 
report follows: 

“The Spiritual Life Committee met at Kansas City, Missouri, 
on Thursday, August 19; Friday, August 20; and Saturday, 
August 21, 1971. Members present were Chairman Dwight 
McLaughlin, Edward B. Berkey, H. A. Brummett, Paul 
Lowe&erg, and Bert Webb. 

*‘Special guest for the beginning of the initial session was 
Charles Demon, member of the Spiritual Life-Evangelism 
Commission, who discussed with the committee the objectives 
of the commission. Following the comments by Brother 
Denton, the Spiritual Life Committee discussed at length 
the many areas of Assemblies of God ministries. The fol- 
lowing commendations and recommendations were made. 
“The Spiritual Life Committee wishes to commend the au- 
thorship of our 19’71 workers’ training text, The Assemblies 
of God in Mission, for its most excellent emphasis upon 
worship. We strongly urge that our pastors lead our great 
Fellowship into worship, not merely in church services, but 
as a way of life. The spirit of worship should be cultivated 
throughout the service from the beginning to the end. 
Worship is an attitude, a relationship with Christ. We, 
therefore, urge our pastors to lead their congregations into 
worship as a spiritual habit to be continued in all phases 
of life rather than as an ecclesiastical exercise, confined 
within the walls of the local church. 

“We look forward with great anticipation to Impact “72, 
the fourth year in the Assemblies of God Five-Year Plan 
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of Advance, highlighting the Biblical command: “Be filled 
with the Spirit.” Impact ‘72 will begin with one week of 
intense prayer. 

/ 
There is thrilling evidence that God is moving mightily 
among the Assemblies of God. Thousands of human beings 
are being brought to Christ and to the fullness of Pentecost. 
New churches are being born. Your committee also recog- 
nizes that God is moving in the earth outside the normally 
recognized Pentecostal organizations. Let us be careful lest 
we develop a wrong attitude and close our minds to that 
which God is doing. It is important that we manifest a 
gracious, charitable attitude, taking note of the fact that we 
are living in a time of a greater fulfillment of Joel’s 
prophecy. While avoiding excesses, let us watch, with 
prayerful concern, for opportunities to offer guidance toward 
a life bearing the fruit of the Spirit while displaying the 
gifts of the Spirit. 

‘We recognize that many experiences of salvation and 
baptisms in the Holy Spirit are occurring among certain youth 
groups. We believe that a genuine conversion and baptism 
in the Holy Spirit should produce a life of true Bible holiness 
and righteousness. We recommend that our ministers use 
their influence, wherever possible, to strengthen these be- 
lievers with Christian guidance and Bible teaching. 

“These are days of great revival in many churches while other 
churches are enduring a spiritual dearth. We believe that 
revival can and should be the norm for every congregation. 
Because we believe our ministers to be the key to revival, 
we urge our men to become mighty in God. As never before, 
the church needs a special breed of men-men who are 
different because they are possessed of a different spirit. 
We urge our ministers to become mighty in the Spirit, 
staying within the mainstream of the Pentecostal experience 
exemplified by the First Century Church. 

“Our ministers should strive to become mighty in the Scrip- 
tures, to develop a diversified ministry of topical, expository, 
and inspirational messages, and to utilize the series method 
of preaching so that they might make a more comprehensive 
presentation of the whole Truth. Paul admonished Timothy 
to preach the Word ( 2 Tim. 4:2), and the Ephesian 
elders to feed th churn11 of God (Acts 20:28). Peter also 
instructed the elders to feed the fbck of God ( 1 Peter 4:2). 
It is through the anointed preaching of God’s Word that the 
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Church shall become mature, throughly furnished unto all 
good works (2 Tim. 3: 17). 
“We highly commend all our national 1 and district depart- 
ments and local churches for their accomplishments in evan- 
gelizing our generation through the various means that are 
being employed to reach this world for Christ. 
“We acknowledge the contributions being made by our col- 
leges and strongly urge that they challenge the graduates of 
our colleges to enter some phase of full-time Christian service. 
We further recommend that all who are involved in the 
leadership and training of our young people should stress 
experiential allegiance to the Pentecostal testimony. 
“The committee takes notice of the coming Council on 
Spiritual Life, scheduled for Minneapolis, in August, 1972. 
We also note with appreciation the purpose for which such 
a council is being called. We join this General Council in 
praying that the theme of that council, Let Thy Mantle Fall 
on Me, shall become a living reality throughout our Fellow- 
ship.” 
“We are pleased that emphasis will be given to expository 
preaching, using Paul’s Epistles to the Galatians and Ephe- 
sians. We strongly recommend that our ministers and laymen, 
insofar as possible, attend this council in Minneapolis. 
“We note with concern the tendency toward scheduling our 
church calendars so heavily with organizational events that 
sufficient time is not left for concerted evangelistic cam- 
paigns. It should be remembered that throughout the history 
of our movement the revival meeting has been one of our 
main strengths. Great effort should be put forth by our 
entire Fellowship to provide opportunity for Holy Ghost re- 
vival and a genuine spiritual impact in revival power. 
Respectfully submitted, Your Spiritual Life Committee” 

Courtesy Resolutions 
Fred Smolchuck presented the following resolution after 
which he moved its adoption: 
“WHEREAS, the planning and conducting of a General 
Council requires the services, talents, and cooperation of 
many; therefore, be it 
“RESOLVED, That the 34th General Council express deep 
appreciation for every courtesy and assistance given, and that 
the secretary convey those sentiments in writing wherever 
practicable to the following: 

1. The officers, pastors, and churches of the Kansas, Northern 
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Missouri, and Southern 1 Missouri District Councils for their 
interest, enthusiasm, and support and help in many ways. 
2. The Greater Kansas City Assemblies of God ministers and 
churches for unexcelled help in making the convention a 
success by promoting it, giving generously, and providing 
volunteers to work in so many areas. 
3. The Kansas City newspapers, radio, and television sta- 
tions for the friendly reception and good coverage of the 
General Council. 
4. The Convention Bureau for assistance and services before 
and during the Council; particularly the workers who helped 
with registration. 
5. The Municipal Auditorium management and staff, city 
government, police department, hotels, and other businesses 
for their courtesies and interest. 
6. The many committees for working so hard and faithfully. 
7. The companies who made unique contributions through 
their colorful and informative exhibits; the Xerox Corporation 
for the use of duplication equipment in the convention office. 

8. The convention staff members and many other volunteers 
who have worked hard and faithfully to meet the needs of 
the entire General Council.” 
The motion to adopt was seconded and carried. 
A privileged motion was offered that “this 34th General 

Council in session commend the General Superintendent for the 
fine and impartial manner in which he presided over the 
sessions when at times they were most difficult.” 

The motion was seconded and carried by a standing ovation. 
Expressions of appreciation were voiced for all those who had 

helped to make the Council a success, including, among others, 
the Parliamentary Committee, the brethren of the Kansas, Southern 
and Northern Missouri districts, the General Secretary and his 
staff of recording secretaries. 

A motion prevailed that the minutes of the 34th General 
Council be submitted to the Executive Presbytery for approval, 

A motion was made and seconded that the 34th General 
Council be adjourned sine die and that unfinished items of busi- 
ness, if they still obtain, be referred to the next General Council. 

The motion was carried by a standing vote. 
Following the Doxology the benediction was pronounced by 

Chas. W. H. Scott, retiring assistant general superintendent. 
The Council was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 

Bartlett Peterson, General Secretary 
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Constitution of the General Counci of the Assemblies 
of God in the United States of America 

and Foreign Lands Revised to 
August 24, 1971 

CONSTITUTIONAL DECLARATION 

WE BELIEVE: 

That God’s purpose concerning man is 1) to seek and to save 
that which is lost, 2) to be worshiped by man, 
body of believers in the image of His Son. 

and 3) to build a 

That these believers saved and called out of the world con- 
stitute the body or church of Jesus Christ built and estab- 
lished upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone. 

That the members of the body, the church (ecclesia) of Jesus 
Christ, are enjoined to assemble themselves for worship, fel- 
lowship, counsel, and instruction in the Word of God, the 
work of the minist 
and offices provide s 

and for the exercise of those spiritual gifts 
for New Testament church order. 

That it is evident the early apostolic churches came 
fellowship as a representative body of saved 

to ether in 
Spirit- riled be- f  

lievers, who ordained and sent out evangel&s and mission- 
aries, and under the supervision of the Holy Spirit set over 
the church, pastors and teachers. 

That the priority reason-for-being of the Assemblies of God 
is to be an agency of God for evangelizing the world, to be 
a corporate body in which man ma worshi God, and to be 
a channel of God’s pu 

Y 
se to b 

perfected in the image o His Son. 
uif 2 d a bo y  of saints being 

That the Assemblies of God exists e 
emphasis to this reason-for-being in “5, 

ressly to give continuing 
e New Testament a 

tolic pattern by teaching and encouraging believers to be % 
os- 

tized in the Holy Spirit which enables 
ap- 

the power of the Spirit with 
them to evangelize in 
’ accompan 

adding a necessary dimension to wors IYf 
supernatural signs, 

lp ul relationship with 
Cod, and enabling them to respond to the full working of the 
Holy Spirit in expression of fruit and gifts and ministries as in 
New Testament times for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

97 

~ . . - , I , - . - , - , - ‘ ,  . , . .  

--_ _“.i 



That we are a cooperative fellowship of Pentecostal, Spirit- 
baptized saints from local Pentecostal Assemblies of like pre- 
cious faith throughout the United States and forei 
to be known as The General Council of the Assemb ?i 

n lands to 
es of God 

whose purpose is neither to usurp authorit over the various 
local assemblies, nor. to deprive them of tic en scn tural and 

and pnvdeges; but to recogmze. an 3 promote 
methods and order for worshrp, umty, fel ow&ip, 

and business for God; and to disapprove unscriptural 
me&n%, doctrines and conduct, endeavoring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace, “till we all come in the 
&ty of the faith, and of the knowled e of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure B o the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ.” ( Ephesians 4: 13) 

ARTICLE I. NAME 

The corporate name shall be The General Council of the 
Assemblies of God, which term is reserved for legal use when 
referring to the legal entity. 

The term General Council shall be used to refer to sessions of 
the corporation. 

The term Assemblies of God shall be used to refer to the 
entire constituency. 

ARTICLE II. NATURE 

The General Council of the Assemblies of God is a cooperative 
fellowship based upon mutual agreements voluntarily entered into 
by its membership. 

ARTICLE III. PREROGATIVES 

a. To encourage and promote the evangelization of the world. 

b. To encourage and promote the worship of God. 

c. To encourage and promote the edification of believers. 

d. To rovide a basis of fellowship among Christians of like 
precious alth. F 

e. To establish and maintain such departments and institutions 
as may be necessary for the ropagation of the gospel and the 
work of this Pentecostal fellows K* rp. 

f.  To approve all scriptural teachings, methods, and conduct; 
and to disapprove unscriptural teachings, methods, and conduct. 

g. To have the right to own, hold in trust, use, sell, convey, 
mortgage, lease or otherwise dispose of, such property, real or 
chattel, as may be needed for the prosecution of its work. 
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ARTICLE IV. PRINCIPLES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

The Assemblies of God shall represent as nearly as possible 
of Christ as described in the New Testament 

recognize the principles inherent in that body 

unity, coo eration, 
this Fellowship, particularly the principles of 

.P 
and equality. It recognizes that these prin- 

ciples wrl enable it to achieve its priority reason-for-being as 
an agency of God for evan elizing the world, as a corporate 
body in which man may wors fi rp God, and as a channel of Gods 
purpose to build a body of saints being perfected in the image 
of His Son. 

ARTICLE V 
STATEMENT OF FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS 

The Bible is our all-sufficient rule for faith and practice. 
This Statement of Fundamental Truths is intended sim ly as 
a basis of fellowship among us (i.e., that we all spe 
same thing, 1 Cor. 1: 10; Acts 2:42). The 

s the 

in this Statement is not inspired or oonten ? 
hraseology employed 

ed for, hut the truth 
set forth is held to be essential to a Full-Gospel minis 
claim is made that it contains all Biblical truth, only t at”i”t z 
covers our need as to these fundamental doctrines. 

1. The Scriptures Inspired 

The Scri 
inspired o 

tures, 
P 

both the Old and New Testaments, are verbally 
God and are the revelation of God to man, the in- 

fallible, authoritative rule of faith and conduct (2 Tim. 3:15- 
17; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Peter 1:21). 

2. The One True God 

The one true God has revealed Himself as the eternally self- 
existent “I AM,” the Creator of heaven and earth and the Re- 
deemer of mankind. He has further revealed Himself as em- 
bodying the rinci 
Son, and Hoy G lost (Deut. 6:4; Isa& 43:10, 11; Matthew P P 

les of relationship and association as Father, 

28:19; Luke 3:22). 

THE ADORABLE GODHEAD 

(a) Terns Defined 



(b) Distinction and Relationship in the Godhead 
Christ taught a distinction of Persons in the Godhead which He ex- 

ressed in specific terms of relationship, as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
ii ut that this distinctiou And relationship, as to its mode is inscrutable 
and incomprehensible, because unexplained. Luke 1:35; 1 Car. 1:24; Matt. 
11:25-27; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; 1 John 1:3, 4. 
(c) Uuity of the One Being of Father, Son and Holy Ghost 

Accordingly, therefore, there is that in tbe Son which constitutes Him 
the Son and not the Father; and there is that in tbe Holy Ghost wbicb 
constitutes Him the Holy Ghost and not either tbe Father or the Son. 
wherefore tbe Fatlier is the Begetter, the Son is tbe Begotten; and the 
Holy Ghost is tbe one proceedin from.tbe Father and the Son. Therefore, 
because these three persons in & e Godhead are in a state of unity, there 
is but one Lord God Abuigbty and His name one. John 1:18; 15:28; 
17:11, 21; Zech. 14:9. 
(d) Identity and Cooperation iu the Godhead 

Tbe Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are never identical as to Per- 
son; nor confused as to relation: nor divided in respect to the Godhead; 
nor opposed a~ to cooperation. The Son is in the Father and the Father 
4 in the Son as to relation&i Tbe Son is with the Father and the 
Father is with the Sou, as to fe lowsbip. The Father is not from the Son, P 
but the Son is from the Father, as to authority. Tbe Holy *Ghost is from 
the Father and tb&. Son proceeding, as to nature, relationshIp: cooperation 
f& authority. Hence. neither Person in tbe Godhead either exWs or works 
separately or independeptly df tbe others. John 5:17-30, 32, 37; John 
8,17. 18. -. - . , - _ 
(e) The Title, Lord Jesus Christ 

Tbe appellation, “Lord Jesus Christ,” is a proper name. It 4 never 
applied, in tbe New Testdent, either to the Father or to the Ho1 
F’;“oi F therefore belongs exclusively to the Son of God. Ram. l:l-3, { 

(fi The Lord Jesus Christ, Cod with US 
The Lord Jesus Christ, as to His divine and eternal nature, is the 

proper and only Be otten of the Father, 
is the proper Son o F 

but as to His human nature, He 
Maq. He is, therefore, aclmowledged to 

and man; who because He is God and man, is “Immanuel,” 8 . “,db$&% 
Matt. 1:23: 1 Iohn 4:2. 10, 14; Rev. 1:13, 17. 

Since the name ‘%muanuel” embraces both God and man in the one 
Person, our Lord Jesus Christ, it foliows that tbe title, Son of Cpd, 
describes His pro 

p” 
r deity, and the title Son of Man, His proper hmnamty. 

Therefore tbe tit e. Son of God, belongs to the order of eternity, and the 
title. Son’nf Man to the order of dme. Matt. 1:21-23; 2 John 3: 1 John 
g;g’&$. 7;3;-&143. 

(h) Transgression of @e Doctrine @f Christ 
- -Wherefore, it is r) trausgressfon of tbe Doctrine of Christ to say that 
Jesus Christ derived the tifle Spa of God, solely from the fact of the 
incarnation or bemqsb of d4 relation to the economy of redemp 
Therefore ‘to deny that tbe Father is a real and eternal Father, an that 
the Son & a real and eternal Son, is a denial of tbe distinction and rela- 

denial of the Father and thq Son, and a &&hip in the Being of Cpa; + 4 
displacement of the truth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. 2 John 9; 
John l:l, 2, 14, 18, 29, 49; 1 John 2:22, 23; 4:1-5; Heb. l&:2. 
ii\ Rxattation of Jesus Christ as Lord 
‘~‘Th~-%&~of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, having by Fbuse’f purged 
our sins,. sat down on the ri ht band of the Majesty on h?h; an els end 
griyipabties and powers hav$ been made subject unto Hnn. An bi havmg 

een made both Lord and C rist, He sent the Holy Ghost that we, in 
tbe name of Jesus, might bow our knees and confesswh~~t~~SsonChshl~ 
is Lord to tbe glory of God the Father until tbe end 

P 
ecome subject tb the Father that God may be a\1 in all. Heb. 1:3; 

Peter 3:22; Acts 2132-36; Rom. 14:fl; 1 Cor. 15:24-28. 
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(j) Equal Honor to the Father and to the Son 

Wherefore, since tbe Father has delivered all judgment unto the Son, it 
is not only the express duty of all in heaven and on earth to bow tbe 
knee, but it is an unspeakable joy in tbe Holy Gbost to ascribe unto the 
Son aB the, attributes of Deity, and to give Him all the honor and the 
glory contamed in all the names and t&s of the Godhead (except those 
whmb express relationship. See 
the Son even as we honor tbe P 

aragrapbs b, c, and d), and thus honor 
ather. John 5:22, 23; 1 Peter 1:8; Rev. 

5614; Phil. 2:8, 9; Rev. 7:9, 10; 4:8-11. 

3. The Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of dad. The Scrip- 
tures declare : 

(a) His virgin birth (Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31,35). 

(b) His sinless life (Hebrews i’:26; 1 Peter 2:22). 

(c) His miracles (Acts 2:22; 10:38). 

(d) His substitutionary work on the cross (1 Cor. 153; 
2 Cor. 5:21). 

(e) His bodily resurrection from the dead (Matthew 28:6; 
Luke 24:39; 1 Cor. 1514). 

( f) His exaltation to the right hand of God (Acts 1:9, 1 I; 
2:33; Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews l-3). 

4. The Fall of Man 

&fan was created good and upri ht; for God said, “Let us 
make man in our image after our dceness.” However, man by f  
voluntary transgression fe\l and thereb? incurred not on1 physical 
death but also spiritual death, which is separation rom God 
(Genesis 1:26,27; 2: 17; 3:6; Romans 5: 12-19). 

Y 

5. The Salvation of Man 

Man’s. only hope of redemption is through the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

( a) Cohditions to Salvation 
Salvatron is received Theo gh 
and faith towed the Lo d 

repetitance toward God 
Jesus Christ. By the wash- 

r-win 
throti 

fp 
f  

of the Holy Ghost, 
aith, man becomes an 

the ope of eternal life (Luke 
10:13-15; Ephesians 2:8; Titus 

( b) The Evidences of Salvation 
The inward evidence of salvation is the direct witness 
of the Spirit (Romans 8: 16). ‘1’1~ outward evidence to 
all men is a life of righteousness and true holiness 
(Epb. 4:24; Titus 2:12). 
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6. The Ordinances of the Church 

(a) Baptism in Water 
The ordinance of baptism by immersion is commanded 
in the Scriptures. Al1 who repent and believe on Christ 
as Saviour and Lord are to be baptized. Thus they 
declare to the world that they have died with Christ 
and that they also have been raised with Him to waB 
in newness of life. (Matthew 28: 19; Mark 16:16; Acts 
10:47,48; Remans 6:4). 

( b ) Holy Communion 
The Lord’s Supper, consisting of the elements-bread and 
the fruit of the vine-is the s 
ing the divine nature of our r 

bol expressing our shar- 
ord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 

1: 4) ; a memorial of His suffering and death 
l1:26); and a prophet of His second coming ‘1 2 
11:26) ; and is enjoine CK on all believers “till He comet” 

7. The Baptism in the Holy Ghost 

All believers are entitled to and should ardently expect and 
earnestly seek the promise of the Father, the baptism in the 
Holy Ghost and fire, according to the command of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This was the normal experience of all in the 
early Christian Church. With it comes the enduement of power 
for life and service, the bestowment of the gifts and their uses 
in the work of the ministry (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4, 8; 1 Cor. 
12: l-31). This experience is distinct from and subsequent to 
the experience of the new birth (Acts 8:12-17; 10:44-46; 11: 
14-16; 157-g). With the baptism in the Holy Ghost come such 
experiences ai an overflowing fullness of the S 

P 
irit 

39; Acts 4:8), a deepened ,re+erence for God 
(John 7:3’7- 

Acts 2:43; Heb. 
12: 28), an intensified consecration to God and dedication to 
His work (Acts 2: 42)) and a more active love for Christ, for 
His Word, and for the lost ( Mark 16:20). 

8. The Evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Ghost 

The baptism of believers in the Holy Ghost is witnessed by the 
initial physical sign of speaking with other tongues as the 
Spirit of God gives them utterance (Acts 2:4). The s aking in 
tongues in this, instance is the same in essence as tr e gift of 
tongues (1 Cor. 12:4-10, ZS), but, different in purpose and use. 

: ’ 9; Sakifkation 

Sanctification is an act of se 
and of dedication unto God P 

aration from that which is evil, 
Rom. 12:1, 2;‘ 1 Thess. 5:23; 

Heb. 13:12). The Scriptures teach a life of ‘holiness without 
which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12: 14). By the power 

kof the Holy Ghost we are able to obey the command: “Be 
ye holy, for I am holy.” ( 1 Peter 1:X5, 16) 
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Sanctification is realized in the believer by recognizing his 
identification with Christ in His death and resurrection, and 
b faith reckoning daily upon the fact of that union, and by 
o fering every faculty continually to the dominion of the Holy r 
Spirit. (Rom. 6:1-11, 13; 8:1, 2, 13; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 2:12, 13; 
1 Peter 1:5) 

10. The Church and Its Mission 

The Church is the Body of Christ, the habitation of God 
through the Spirit, with divine appointments for the fulfilhnent 
of her great commission. Each believer born of the Spirit, is 
an integral part of the General Assembly and Church of the 
Firstborn, which are written in heaven (Ephesians 1:22, 23; 
2:22; Hebrews 12:23). 

Since God’s urpose concerning man is to seek and to save 
that which is ost, to be worshi P 
hod of believers in the image o r 

d by man, and to build a 

tl 
His Son, the priorit 

h 
reason- 

for- eing of the Assemblies of God as part of the C urch is: 
a. To be an agency of God for evangelizing the world 

( Acts 1: 8: Matthew 28: 19.20: Mark 16: 15. 16 ) . 
b. ?o be a. co orate body in which man may worship 

God ( 1 Corinxians 12: 13). 
c. To be a channel of God’s purpose to build a body of 

saints being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 
4:11-16; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 14:12). 

The Assemblies of God exists expressly to give continuing 
emphasis to this reason-for-being in the New Testament apostolic 
pattern b 
in the K 

teaching and encouraging believers to be baptized 
Ho y  Spirit. This experience: 

a. Enables them to evangelize in the power of the Spirit 
with accompanying supernatural signs (Mark 16:15-20; 
Acts 4:29-31; Hebrews 2:3, 4). 

b. Adds a necessary dimension to worshipful relationship 
with God ( 1 Corinthians 2:10-16: 1 Corinthians 12. 13. 
and 14). ’ 

I  ,  I  

c. Enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy 
Spirit in expression of fruit and ‘fts and ministries as 
in New Testament times for the e %&ng of the body of 
Christ (Galatians 5:22-26; 1 Corin ians 14:12; Ephe- 
sians 4:11, 12; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Colossians 1:29). 

Il. The hJinistry 

A divinely called and scripturally ordained minist 
provided by .our Lord for the threefold p 

“g r has been 
ose of eadmg the 

Church in: (1) Evangelization of the worl (Mark 16:15-20), 
(2) Worship of Cod (John ~1:23, 2-i), ( 3) Building a body of 
saints being perfected in the image of His Son (Ephesians 4: 
11-16). 
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12. Divine Healing 

Divine healing is an integral 
from sickness is provided for in 

art of the gospel. Deliverance 
% e atonement, and is the pee- 

lege of all believers (Isaiah 53:4, 5; Matt. 8:16, 17; James 
514-16). 

13. The Blessed Hope 

The resurrection of those who have fallen asleep in Christ 
and their translation together with those who are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord is the imminent and blessed 
hope of the church ( 1 Thess. 4:16, 17; Romans 8:23; Titus 
2:13; 1 Cor. 15:51,52). 

14. The Millennial Reign of Christ 

The second comin 
f  

of Christ includes the rapture of the 
saints, which is our b essed hope, followed by the visible return 
of Christ with His saints to reign on the earth for one thou- 
sand years (Zech. 14~5; Matt. 24:27, 30; Revelation 1:7; 19:11- 
14; 20: l-6). This millennial reign will bring the salvrition of 
national Israel (Ezekiel 37:21, 22; Ze haniah 3:19, 20; Ro- 
mans 11:26, 27) and the establishment o P universal peace ( Isaiah 
11:6-g; Psalm 72:3-8; Micah 4~3, 4). 

15. The Final Judgment 

There will be a final judgment in which the wicked dead 
will be raised and judged according to their works. Whosoever 
is not found written in the Book of Life, together with the 
devil and his an els, the beast and the false prophet, will be 
consigned to eve !A asting punishment in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death (Matt. 25: 
46; Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 19:20; 20:11-15; 21:8). 

16. The New Heavens and the New Earth 

“We, according to His romise, look for new heavens and 
a new earth wherein dwe eth fi righteousness” (2 Peter 3: 13; 
Revelation 21:22). 

ARTICLE VI. RELATIONSHIPS 

The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall prosecute 
its activities through its general offices and District Councils. 

ARTICLE VII. MEMBERSHIP 

Section I. The General Council of the Assemblies of God 
The membership of The General Council of the Assemblies 

of God shall consist of all ordained ministers holding accredited 
fellowship certificate and churches hold$g a Certificate y f  Af- 
fi&i.liion issued by The General Council of the Assembhes of 
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Section 2. Assemblies of Cod 
The membership of the Assemblies of God shall consist of 

all ministers of the Assemblies of God and all other persons who 
are members of churches affiliated with The General Council 
of the Assemblies of God and its District Councils. 
Section 3. Voting Constituency 

The votin constituency at a General Council shall be com- 
posed of a lf accredited members of The General Council of 
the Assemblies of God who are present and registered, and of 
such representatives, resent 

by the churches affi ated 4 
and registered, as may be chosen 

with The General Council of the 
Assemblies of God, each church being entitled to one delegate. 

ARTICLE VIII. MEETINGS 

a. Re ular sessions of The General Council of the Assemblies of 
God sh f  be held biennially, pursuant to a call by the Executive 
Presbytery. 

b. S cial sessions of The General Council of the Assemblies 
of Go r may be arranged by the Executive Presbytery if agreed 
to by a majority of the general presbyters. 

c. The right of initiative in the matter of calling special ses- 
sions shall be granted to any ordained minister of The General 
Council of the Assemblies of God when occasion demands. A 
statement setting forth the reasons for a special session of the 
Council, signed b 
may be considere cf 

not less than fifteen ordained ministers, 
sufficient reason for the call of a special 

session, such statement to be filed with the Executive Presbytery, 
who may, if it shall be deemed advisable, respond to the sum- 
mons and issue the call for a special session. 

ARTICLE Ix. OFFICERS 
Section 1. Executive Officers 

a. The officers Shall consist of the general superintendent 
the assistant general superintendent, the general secretary, and 
the general treasurer, together with such other officers as may 
be authorized in the future. Their terms of office shall begin 
three months after the date of election. The term of office for the 
general superintendent shall continue for four years or until his 
successor qualifies. The terms of office for all other officers shall 
continue for two years or until their successors qualify. 

b. The executive officers shall constitute a Board of Admin- 
istration. 
Section 2. Executive Presbytery 

a. The Executive Presbytery shall consist of the eneral su- 
perintendent, the assistant general superintendent, 8 e general 
secretary, the general treasurer, the executive director of Foreign 
Missibns, to ether with eight other brethren to be chosen from 
the active Fe lowship to bring the nrmrber to thirteen. 4 
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b. The Executive Presbytery shall constitute a Board of Di- 
rectors, performing such functions as usual and customary in the 
use of the term. Executive Presbytery and Board of Directors 
shall be interchangeable terms and wherever used shall be in- 
clusive one of the other. 

Section 3. General Presbytery 

The General Presbytery shall be corn osed of representative 
men of mature ex erience 
are above reproac K 

and ability w ose fl lives and minist 
who shall represent the 

phases of its work ‘and interest in their respective 
General Presbytery shall be the official policy making body of 
the General Council when the General Council is not in session. 
Each district shall have the privilege of representation on the 
General Presbytery by three members, the district superintendent 
together with two others who shall be elected by the District 
Council one of whom shall be an ordained pastor of a church 
located in the district. They shall take office immediately. 

All members of the Executive Presbytery shall be ex officio 
members of the General Presbytery. 

The foreign fields shall be represented on the General Pres- 
bytery by the field secretaries of the Foreign Missions De art- 
ment and by two others from each of the overall areas w %i ch 
the field secretaries represent. 

Upon the approval of the General Presbyte 
7 

honorary mem- 
bers may be chosen by the General Council rom among those 
ministers who have served on the General Presbytery for 20 
years, or more, and have reached the age of 60, and who, because 
of age or infirmity, can no longer assume the full burden of the 
office. The addition of such honorary members shall not dis- 
turb the regular number of presbyters granted each district. 

ARTICLE X. DISTRICT COUNCILS 

a. Membership of the District Council shall consist of all or- 
dained and licensed ministers of the district, and such delegates 
as may be elected by assemblies to represent them in the meet- 
ings of the District Council. Delegates shall be elected upon a 
basis of representation as may be agreed upon by the Council. 

b. The District Council shall have supervision over all the 
activities of the Assemblies of God in its prescribed field, exce t 
such as are a 
of The Gener af 

reed upon by a District Council and the offici fl s 

Council of the Assemblies of God. 
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c. The District Council shall have authority to examine and 
to license and ordain ministers who are to become members 
thereof and shall report to the office of The General Council 
of the Assemblies of God the names of approved licensed rnin- 
isters. 

‘- Any certain extent of academic education shall never be a 
requirement for credentials, but it shall be required of applicants 
that they take such reading courses and pass examinations as 
may be prescribed by respective District Councils in agreement 
with the Credentials Committee of The General Council of the 
Assemblies of God. 

d. The District Council shall elect its own officers, and ar- 
ran e for its own meetin s. 
erJ 

It shall be amenable to The Gen- 
Council of the Assem E lies of God in matters of doctrine, and 

the personal conduct of all ministers who are permitted to have 
district endorsement. 

e. The District Council, being the creature of the General 
Council of the Assemblies of God and subordinate thereto 
cannot be authorized, in any way, to violate the principles oi 
The General Council of the Assemblies of God constitutional 
agreements or bylaws. In the prosecution of the work in its pre- 
scribed field the District Council shall be expected to keep 
vigilant watch against any violation of the rinciples of s iritual 

$%f 11 h’p * 
and cooperative fellowship to whit R the Assemb res of ? 

e ows I IS especially and unalterably dedicated. 

ARTICLE XI. BRANCHES 

a. A Branch is defined as a unit in The General Council of 
the Assemblies of God equivalent to a District Council in repre- 
sentation. in the General Presbyte 
according to all provisions of Artrc e X of the Constitution. A -7 

and the General Council 

Branch is distinguished from a District Council in that its ter- 
ritory of operation is not geographical. but is confined to minis- 
try among certain races %r language groups. Its geographical 
area of operation may therefore overlap or coincide with that 
of one or more District Councils. 

b. Branches shall be allowed that inde endence of operation 
which is accorded District Councils w din the framework of 
the Constitution and Bylaws of The General Council of the 
Assemblies of God. Transfers and other relationships between 
themsrlvcs and regular District Councils shall be effected with 
that consideration and respect practiced between District Coun- 
cils. 



ARTICLE XII. LOCAL ASSEMBLIES 

All true believers acceptin the Assemblies of God tenets of 
faith and associating themse ves iu local bodies as assemblies, B 
and accepting their full 

P 
ersonal share of responsibility for the 

maintenance of scriptura order in the local body, shall have 
a standard for membershi 

F 
which may be determined either 

~ou~~tilocal assembly itsel , or by agreement with the District 

Local assemblies shall be set in order and cooperate in the 
work of the district. They should support the district organiza- 
tion and may send delegates to the District and General Corm- 
CU.% 

Each local assembly has the right of self-government under 
Jesus Christ, its living Head, and shall have the power to 
choose, or call its pastor, elect its official board, and transact all 
other business ertaining to its life as a local unit. It shall have 
the right to a L-i mister discipline to its members according to 
the Scriptures and its Bylaws. It shall have the right to acquire 
and hold title to pro erty, 

l? 
either through trustees or in its 

corporate name as a se -governing unit. 

The fact that a local assembly is affiliated in the association of 
a District Council or The General Council of the Assemblies of 
God shall in no vvise destroy its rights as above stated or inter- 
fere with its soverei ty. The local assembly shall reco nize 
that a District Count iB or The General Council of the Ass-em % lies 
of God has the right to approve scriptural doctrine and con- 
duct and to disa prove unscriptural doctrine and conduct and the 
authority to wr draw its certificate of membership if deemed 3 
necessary. 

When in need of counsel or advice, the local assembl may 
a peal to the district officiary for help. It may appeal mm a 
2 

r 
ecision by the district officiary to the Executive Presbytery 

of The General Council of the Assemblies of God when tliere is 
a question whether or not the assembly has received 
from the district. When exceptions are taken to the 

roper help 
se cisions of 

the Executive Presbytery, either by the local assembly or by 
the district presbytery, appeal may be made to the General 
Presbytery. 

Local assemblies are expected to have an interest in the 
missionary enterprise, and to plan for regular contributions for 
its support. 

ARTICIJX XIII. AhlENDhlENTS 

Amendments to the Constitution may be made at an regu- 
larly called session of the General Council provided t at K the 
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proposed amendments shall have been submitted at least six 
months prior thereto in writing to the Executive Presbytery. 
Before the Executive Presbytery may submit such proposed 
amendments for consideration b a session of the General Coun- 
cil, it shall cause notice thereo l to be provided by mail to the 
office of each District Superintendent and each District Secre- 
tary, and by insertion in The Ministers’ Letter sent periodically 
to ministers of The General Council of the Assemblies of God 
not later than sixty days prior to said session. Amendments to 
the Constitution shall require a two-thirds vote of all members 
present and voting. 

BYLAWS 

ARTICLE I. PARLIAMENTARY ORDER 

In order to expedite the work of the General Council and to 
avoid confusion in its deliberations, the Council shall be gov- 
erned by accepted rules of parliamentary procedure, in keeping 
with the spirit of Christian love and fellowship. 

ARTICLE II. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. Officers 

The officers of The General Council of the Assemblies of God 
shall be elected at one of its regular meetin s, according to the 
manner of election as provided. They shall % e chosen from the 
membershi of The General Council of the Assemblies of God 
and shall fl e men of mature experience and ability, whose life 
and ministry are above question, and such qualities alone shall 
determine their eligibility. 

Section 2. Nomination and Election 

a. All candidates for office of General Superintendent, As- 
sistant General Superintendent, and General Secretary shall be 
nominated by secret ballot. A two-thirds vote of all votes cast 
shall be necessary to constitute an election. If  no election has 
been declared after the second elective ballot has been cast, the 
fifteen candidates having the highest number of votes in the 
last ballot cast shall be nominees to be further voted upon, and 
all other names shall be eliminated. If  no election has been 
declared after the third ballot has been cast, the three candidates 
having the highest number of votes in the last ballot cast shall 
be nominees to be further voted upon, and all other names 
shall be eliminated. 

b. Election of general presbyters shall take place at the Dis- 
trict Council meetings. 
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c. The General Council shall have the right to elect additional 
officers to serve on the Executive Presbytery as provided in 
Article IX, Section 2 of the Constitution. The nominations for 
eight nonresident executive presbyters shall be made as follows: 
Each District Council shall at its annual meeting prior to the 
General Council Session nominate one minister from its district 
to be presented to the General Council as a nominee from its 
area. These nominees shall be presented to and balloted upon 
by the General Council in session. A two-thirds vote shall be 
required to nominate and to elect. 

d. For the pu 
r 

se 
ters, The Gener 

of electing nonresident executive presby- 
Council of the Assemblies of God shall be 

divided into eight areas, according to district boundary lines 
in the following manner: 

Northwest Area: Alaska, Northwest, Oregon, Montana, Southern 
Idaho, Wyoming 

Southwest Area: Northern California-Nevada, Southern California, 
Arizona, Rocky Mountain, Hawaii 

North Central Area: Iowa, Northern Missouri, North Dakota, 
South Dakota. Nebraska, Minnesota. Wisconsin-Northern 
Michigan ’ 

South Central Area: Kansas, New Mexico, West Texas, Okla- 
homa, North Texas, South Texas 

Great Lakes Area: Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Appalachian 

Gulf Area: Southern Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennessee, 
Mississippi 

Northeast Area: Northern New England, Southern New England, 
Eastern, New Jersey, New York, Potomac 

Southeast Area: Alabama, West Florida, Peninsular Florida, 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina 

Branches: Members of the foreign language branches shall vote 
in the area wherein they reside. 

Missionaries: Missionaries on furlough shall vote with their home 
districts. 

e. The General Treasurer shall be selected in the following 
manner: The General Presbytery, serving as a nominating com- 
mittee, shall be entrusted with the responsibility of making care- 
ful mvesti ation concerning the qualifications and eneral fitness 
of availab e men for this strategic post and shall se ect b f  

q B 
secret 

ballot one or more names for this office to be presente to the 
General Council in session for &&ion. A two-thirds vote shall 
be required for election. 
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f. The Executive Director of Foreign hlissions shall be elected 
in the following manner: The General Presbytery, serving as a 
nominating committee, shall be entrusted with the responsibility of 
making careful investigation concerning the qualifications and 
general fitness of available men for this strategic post and shall 
select by secret ballot one or more names to be presented to 
the General Council in session for election. A two-thirds vote 
shall be required for election. 

g. The national directors of all other departments shall be 
elected by the Executive Presbyte 
of the General Presbytery. They s all be members of the As- F 

subject to the ratification 

semblies of God. 

Section 3. Vacancies 

a. In the event any of the executive offices of The General 
Council of the Assemblies of God shall become vacant through 
death or other cause, the Executive Presbyte 
by ap 

tr 
intment until the next meeting of 3: 

shall fill the office 

with 
e General Council, 

e exception that in the event of death or incapacity of 
the general superintendent the assistant general superintendent 
shall succeed to the office of general superintendent until the 
next General Council. 

b. In the event a general presbyter shall move to another 
district or shall vacate his office for any other reason, the pres- 
bytery of the District Council shall ap int one to serve as 
general presbyter until that office is re 
meeting of the District Council, 

3 arly filled at the next 

ARTIClLE III. DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. Duties of the General Superintendent 

b. To be general superintendent of all work on the field 
conducted in behalf of The General Council of the Assemblies 
of God. 

c. To supervise all the work of the general office. To act as 
president of the corporation in all legal matters. He shall be an 
ex officio member of all committees. 

d. To preside at the sessions of the General Presbytery and 
the General Council. 

~1. To preside at all uwctirlgs of the Credentials Committee, 
and to sign all credentials. 
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f .  To preside at all sessions of the Executive Presbytery and 
the Board of Administration, and to receive all communications 
directed to these bodies. 

g. To administer discipline in all cases when requested to do 
so by the Credentials Committee. 

h. He shall be authorized to sign all official and legal docu- 
ments, He shall be authorized to perform any other functions 
usual and customary as presidin officer or such as may be 
directed by the General Councl , the General Presbytery, or *k 
by the Executive Presbytery. 

Section 2. Duties of the Assistant General Superintendent 

a. To assist the general superintendent. 

b. To serve as vice president of the corporation and to preside 
at meetings of the Executive Presbytery and the Board of 
Administration in the absence of the general superintendent. 

c. To perform an other functions under the supervision of the 
general superinten ent, or such as may be directed by the CT 
General Council, the General Presbytery, or the Executive Pres- 
bytery. 

Section 3. Duties of the General Secretary 

a. The general secretary shall make and keep true records 
of the proceedings of the General Council and shall publish the 
same as approved and directed by the Executive Presbytery. 

b. He shall be custodian of the official seal and shall issue 
credentials under the direction of the Credentials Committee 
and shall keep a record of all ordained and licensed ministers, 
and assemblies in the Fellowship. 

c. He shall act as secretary of the Executive Presbyte the 
Board of Administration, and the General Presbyte r~, anTshal 
keep accurate minutes of the deliberations of these bo es. 

d, He shall be authorized to sign all official and legal docu- 
ments. He shall 
or as may be CE 

erform such other functions as are customary 
rected by the General Council, the General 

Presbytery, or the Executive Presbytery. 

e. He shall act as secretary of the Credentials Committee. 

Section 4. Duties of the General Treasurer 

a. To be custodian of all funds. 

b. He shall keep an accurate record of all receipts and dis- 
bursements, conductin the work of his office according to ac- 
cepted business me& 0% 
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c. He shall give a re ort from tie to time as may be re- 
quested by the Gener af Council or the Executive Presbytery. 

d. He shall 
i? 

‘ve bond to the amount of $50,000. The trea- 
surer’s books s all be audited annually by competent auditors. 

e. He shall perform such other functions as are customary to 
his office or as may be directed by the General Council, the 
General Presbytery, or the Executive Presbytery. 

Section 5. Duties of the Executive Director of Foreign Missions 

a. He shall be the executive director of the Foreign Missions 
Department under the su ervision 
Under his direction the epartment shall perform the following B 

of the Executive Presbytery. 

duties and render the following services: 

b. Kee a record of all decisions of the missionary committee 
and of alf official acts of the missions department. 

c. Conduct all correspondence with prospective missionaries 
and witb those already on the field. 

d. Conduct the missionary columns in The Pentecostal Evangel 
from missionary letters and reports. 

e. Represent The General Council of the Assemblies of God 
in all relationships with 

cf 
ovemments or authorities where our 

missionary work is involve . 

f .  Direct the missionary activities of the Fellowship. 

g. Distribute all missionary funds as directed by the donors 
by agreement with the Foreign Missions Committee. 

h. Keep such records of all funds received and disbursed as 
will safeguard the funds from loss en route to the field. 

i. Act as purchasing agent for missionary supplies. 

j. Perform such other functions as may be directed by the 
General Presbytery or the Executive Presbytery. 

Section 6. Duties of the Executive Presbytery 

a. The executive presbyters shall serve as trustees of The 
General Council of the Assemblies of God. They shall be 
empowered to supervise and have 
partments. They shall be authorize 

gneral oversi&t coofp~a$~; 
to act for 

in all matters that affect its interests while the General Council 
$,,not in session, subject to the provisions of paragraph “h” and 

j of Section 6 and paragraph “a of Section 8. 

b. The Executive Presbytery shall have the right and duty of 
interpreting policy originating in the legislation of the General 
Council or the General Presbyter 
stand as final unless reversed at X’ 

Such interpretations shall 

in which the legislation originated. 
e next meeting of the body 
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c. They shall have the right to bu 
set 

take, lease or OthIu$j~ 

acquire, own, hold in trust, use, convey mortgage, lease 
or otherwise dispose of real property, personal and mixed, tangible 
and intangible, of whatsoever kind, to ~OROW momes as deemed 
necessary and to issue bonds of whatsoever kjnd, trust deeds, 
mortgages, debentures, and notes and to enter mto contracts all 
as may seem expedient and roper in the furtherance of the 
work of The General Council o P the Assemblies of God. 

d To hold in trust such funds as may be committeed to them 
as trustees, or to dispose of the same as may be directed 

e. To issue annuity bonds or contracts, and to protect the 
same by judicious investments. 

f.  They shall be authorized to purchase or dig 

as need requires in an effort to strengthen the 
of the corporation. 

All 
f  t 

roperties of the corporation shall be bought, taken, 
he d sol transferred, mortgaged, leased, assi ed or conveyed 
in the corporate name upon authorization r y  the Executive 
Presbytery as trustees thereof and the President and th;uetiye$ 
Secretary shall be authorized and they hereby are 
to execute all documents pertaining to such transactions. 

h. In all matters of great importance, the Executive Pres- 
bytery shall communicate with the members of the General 
Presbytery before final action shall be taken. The Executive 
Presbytery shall be amenable to the General Presbytery. 

i. The executive presbyters shall be empowered to arrange for 
and announce the meetings of the General Council, witb con- 
sideration for the interests of the Fellowship as a whole. The 
decision of time and place for such meetings shall rest in 
their hands. 

j. Tbe executive 
f  

resbyters shall also at their discretion call 
business meetings o the General Presbytery when deemed ad- 
visable. 

k The executive presbyters shall make a report to the General 
Council of their activities in behalf of the Fellowship as may 
be directed. 

Section 7. Duties of the Board of Administration 

a. The Board of Administration shall be the executive arm 
of the Executive Presbytery. 

b. The Board of Administration shall not originate or interpret 
policy but shall be confined to the administration of those matters 
delegated to it by the Executive Presbytery. 

c. It shall be responsible to the Executive Presbytery. 
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Section 8. Duties of the General Presbytery 

a. The General Presbytery shall be empowered to act in all 
matters pertaining to foreign missionary and ministerial relation- 
ships, and all matters which pertain to the proper functioning of 
departments and institutions in the Fellowship. Should an ir- 
reconcilable difference arise between the General Presbyte 

?i 
and 

the Executive Presbytery, the decision of the General Pres ytery 
shall prevail until such time as the issue may be submitted 
to the General Council. All decisions 

B” 
rtaining to constitutional 

order or fundamental doctrines shall e referred to the General 
Council for ratification in the manner provided in the Con- 
stitution. 

b. Any twelve members of the General Presbytery shall have 
session of the General Pres- 

request to the General superin- 
time of such meeting in con- 

sultation with the Executive Presbytery. 

c. An District Council by the action of its District Presbytery 
or any x ee or more general presbyters may have a matter added 
to the General Presbytery agenda at any time during any duly 
called General Presbytery meeting. 

d. The General Presbytery shall also act as a Court of Appeal 
for the reviewing of testimony given in missionary and minis- 
terial trials. Its decisions shall be final. 

e. The General Presbytery shall determine the salaries and/or 
allowances of all elected officers of the General Council. A 
committee of five general presbyters shall be a pointed annually 
by the Executive Presb ery for the 
of such salaries and agwances. It s!~~$!%!l%!o~~~~~ 
tions to the General Presbytery for final action. 

ARTICLE IV. COMMITTEES 

Section 1. Standing Committees 

Standing committees shall be 
quire. They shall serve for the 

a pointed 
B 

as necessity may re- 
es&rated time or until their 

purpose is a~con&hed. In the cvcnt a vacancy shall oc’cur in 
a standing committee, the Executive Presbytery shall be au- 
thorized to fill such vacancy. 
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Section 2. Credentials Committee 

The Executive Presbytery shall constitute a Credentials Corn- 
mittee. It shall have authorit to issue certificates of ordination 
to approved ministers, who K ave District Council endorsement 
and to issue annual fellowship certificates. It may delegate & 
routine work of the Credentials Committee to the Board of 
Administration. 
Section 3. Roster Committee 

A Roster Committee shall be a pointed by the Executive 
Presbytery prior to each meeting of the General Council. This 
committee shall be expected to open the roster on the morning 
of the day preceding the convenin of the General Council. It 
shall be entrusted with responsib lty of examining credentials if 
of all ministers and delegates. Ordained ministers shall identify 
themselves by fellowship certificates of the current year; dele- 
gates from assemblies shall obtain letters from their church 
secretary or pastor certifying to their appointment by the assembly 

resent it in the General Council. Suitable badges shall be 
the Committee to all qualified delegates and minis- 
badges to indicate fhe classification of ordained min- 

is$e~b~ei~ito;Mic&es, licensed mmlsters, delegates from 

Section 4.’ Other ‘Committees 
Other committees may be appointed by the General Pres- 

bytery or the Executive Presbytery, 
ARTICLE V. DISTRICT COUNCILS 

Section 1. Boundaries 
The boundaries of the district shall be determined or rear- 

ranged by ~00 erative agreement between t$e districts and the 
f;ectve % prey ytery of The General Councd of the Assemblies 

. 
Section 2; Officers 

Each District Council ‘shall be authorized to elect a superin- 
tendent, secretary-treasurer and presbyters together with such 
other officers as may be deemed advisable by the district mem- 
bership. 
Section 3. Voting Constituency 

The voting constituency shall consist of all accredited mem- 
bers present and registered, including ordained and licensed 
ministers and accredited delegates from affiliated churches. 

ARTICLE VI. ASSEMBLIES 

Section 1. Membership Certificates 
The General OffiLE shall issue a Certificate of Affiliation to 

all churches coming into the Fellowship. It shall be appropriate 
in size and appearance for framing. 
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Section. 2. hual Reports from Assemblies 

Each church of the Assemblies of God shall be requested to 
keep an u -to-date 
the same SK 

record of its membership and a report of- 
all be sent annuall on forms provided to the office 

of the District Secretary an J the General Council Secretary. 
Section 3. Safeguarding the Assemblies 

a. It is known that many unreliable and unsafe teachers and 
preachers 

1 
o about seeking entrance into assemblies without any 

recommen ation; therefore, all pastors, woikers, and leaders of 
assemblies should make proper investigation regarding those per- 
sons not known to them, and the 
until proper recommendations be fo rtf 

latform be denied strangers 
coming. 

b. Since the use of non-Assemblies of God evangelists may 
bring confusion and problems detrimental to the Fellowship, it is 
recommended that Assemblies of God churches use Assemblies of 
God evangelists. 

c. ‘The advice and counsel of the District Presbytery should 
be sought in all matters of importance. Pastors, presbyters, and 
district officials should maintain a reciprocal exchange of in- 
formatjon relative to unreliable persons seeking ministry in our 
assemblies. 

ARTICLE VII. MINISTRY 

Section 1. Ministry Described 

Christ’s gifts to the Church include apostles, prophets, evau- 
gelistsj 

v  
ors, and teachers (Ephesians 4: 11 ), exhorters, adminis- 

trators, eaders, and helpers (Romans 12:7,8). 
In terms of maturity of ministry, three classifications of minis- 

zWaremy 
9 

ized, viz., the ordamed minister, the licensed min- 
e Christian worker. An applicant for ministerial 

recohtion must give testimony to having experienced the new 
birth .( John 3:5) and ,to having received the ba 
Spirit accordin 

tism in the Holy 

him to fulfill fil 
to Acts 2:4. The Spirit-fill ex life will enable 

e threefold mission of the Church (Article V, 
par. 10 of the Constitution). 

Section 2. Qualifications 
. . 

a. Quahflcations for ordination are outlined in the New Tes- 
tament Scriptures. 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:7-9. 

b. Qualifications for a license to preach shall be: 

First: Clear evidence of a divine call, a practical experience 
in preaching, together with an evident purpose to devote one’s 

or engaging in other full-time min- 
twenty times a year except in 

117 



Second: Conformity to such provisions as are made for can- 
didates by The General Council of the Assemblies of God in 
reading courses and other training. 

c. Efficient helpers in gospel work who devote a part of their 
time to Christian service may be recognized as Christian work- 
ers. The shall preach at least twelve times a year except in 
case of 1 d health or infirmity. 

Section 3. License to Preach and Christian Workers’ Certificates 

Licenses to Preach and Christian Workers’ Certificates shall 
be granted by District Councils to properly qualified applicants. 

Section 4. Ordinations 

years. 

b. The Scriptures plainly teach that while there is a differ- 
ence between the ministry of men and of women in the church, 
divinely called and qualified women may also servo the church 
in the ministry of the Word. Women who may have demonstrated 
a distinct min’istry of evangelism and who have met the require- 
ments of District Councils may be licensed to preach the Word. 
Mature women of not less than twenty-three years of age who 
,have developed in the minist 

3 
of the Word so that their minis- 

try is acceptable* generally an who have proved their qualifica- 
tions in actual service and who have met all the requirements 
of the credentials .committees of the District Councils may be 
ordained to the ministry of the gospel and may serve either as 
evangelists or as pastors as their qualifications warrant. The 
right to administer the ordinances of the church, when such 
acts are necessary, shall be included in the ordination. 

Section 5. Exceptions 

a. It is recommended that our District Councils refrain from 
ordaining to the ministry any plrarh~ \vho xllny leave been 
licensed in another district until such licentiate shall have re- 
sided in the district in which he is seeking ordination at least 
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Sanctification is realized in the believer by recognizing his 
one year and shall have met the requirements of the district 
granting him license, and until endorsement be secured from 
the officiary of the district in which the candidate was pre- 
viously licensed. 

b. Since divorced and remarried ersons in the ministry usually 
cause stumbling, re roach and 
been the cause of 

g ivision, whatever may have 
vorce, we disapprove of District Councils 

granting credentials to a person living in the state of matrimony 
where either the applicant or the married partner has a former 
companion living. ( See Article VIII. Section 5e.) 

c. The Credentials Committee of The General Council of the 
Assemblies of God shall not be authorized to give consideration 
to an applicant for credentials upon the basis of an annuhnent 
of a former marriage unless the application is 
clear and satisfactory evidence of an Illegal 
deception or fraud. Every application must be 
own merits regardless of expressed opinions 
judges. The General Presbytery, acting as a 
has the right to make its own decisions in all such matters, 

Section 6. Certificates 

Ordination papers with the accom anying fellowship certifi- 
cates shall be issued by the Credentia s Committee of The Gen- P 
eral Council of the Assemblies of God. 

Fellowship certificates are renewable annually and are valid 
only until January 31 of each year. 

Section 7. Expiration of Fellowship Certificates 

Inasmuch as all fellowship certificates expire on the 31st day 
d January of each year, all who shall have failed to renew 
their fellowship certificates on or before March 1, or who shall 
have failed to indicate their purpose to do so, shall be con- 
sidered as delinquent. The credentials of those who do not 
avail themselves of this grace period will be recorded as lapsed 
as of the expiration date of 

I not appear on the ministeria 
anuary 31 and their names shall 
list to be mailed to the clergy 

bureaus. Ministers who fail to renew their credentials within 
the stated time and allow them to lapse shall he assessed the 
cost of haviu 
April 30 f  

them renewed. Ministers who have not renewed b, 

ment fee. 
sha 1 apply for reinstatement and pay a $10 reinstate- 
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Section 8. Official List 

a. An official list of all ordained ministers shall be corn 
by the Credentials Committee of The General Council o P 

iled 
&e 

Assemblies of God and published for the convenience of all 
concerned. The list shall show whether or not each minister is 
giving full time to his or her ministry. This official list shall be 
revised annually, and shall include onl the names of those min- 
isters to whom certificates of fellows lp have been issued for K* 
the current year. 

b. All ministers who shall withdraw from active ministry or 
who cease to engage in either pastoral or evangelistic w?rk for 
a pd of one year or more shall be eyted to .notlfu the 
of ce of the General Secretary, who shall e autbonzed to re- 
move the names of such persons and to place them upon an 
inactive list. Ministers who preach less than twenty-five times 
per year shall have their names placed upon the inactive list 
for one year. I f  such inactivity shall continue for a second year 
&eir names shall be eliminated from the ministerial list. It 
shall be understood that this shall not apply to those engaged 
in other aspects of full-time ministry, to individuals who have 
had fifteen or more years of a 
isters of the Assemblies of G OB 

proved service as ordained min- 
nor to inactivity caused by the 

infirmity of old age or ill health. Should the minister at any 
time return to active ministry, his or her name may be restored 
to the active list upon application bearing the endorsement of 
the district officiary. 

Section 9. Superannuated Ministers 

Superannuation shall designate a status of honor and res ect 
for a minister who has given years of service to tbe Fellows ii p. 

a. An ordained minister who reaches sixty-five years of a e 
%; and who is no longer en aged in full-time ministry, shall 

indicated as superannuate upon his request, or the request of 
his district. 

dB 

b. His status as a minister shall remain unchanged. The an- 
nual renewal of his credentials shall take place in the regular 
manner. 

c. He shall not be expected to make financial contributions 
to the national executive office in the same manner as those 
engaged in active ministry. 

Section 10. Ministerial Relations 

a. All ministers holding credentials shall he amenable to both 
the District Council and The General Council of the Assemblies 
of God in matters of doctrine and conduct. 
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b. All ministers ordained and licensed shall be expected to 
affiliate with the District Council within the boundaries of which 
the reside, and to work in cooperation with the same. They 
sha3; be expected to cooperate with other District Councils in 
which they may labor temporarily. 

Section 11. Certificate of Transfer 

When a minister takes u 
Certificate of Transfer shall % 

residence in another district, a 
e issued within sixty days by the 

district of which he is a member, unless there are definite 
charges pending against him. The Certificate of Transfer shall 
be accepted by the district into which he moves. Exce tions 
may be made for ministers moving to serve at general K ead- 
quarters, or for those who are retired, or are in the armed 
forces, or who are serving on the faculties of our schools. 

In order to assist a minister who is transferring into another 
district, a transcri t giving he1 ful information concerning him 
and his wife shod c! accompany &e Certificate of Transfer. 

Section 12. Privileged Communications 

Assemblies of God ministers are encouraged to respect as 
sacred and confidential information confided to them while they 
are functioning in their ministerial ca acities 
selors and are encouraged not to disc ose such confidential in- P 

as spiritual coun- 

formation except with the permission of the confidant or to 
prevent the commission of a crime. 

ARTICLE VIII. DOCTRINES AND PRACTICES 
DISAPPROVED 

In accord with its constitutional prero atives, 
f  

The General 
Council of the Assemblies of God has dec ared itself pertaining 
to disapproval of certain matters as follows: 

Section 1. Unconditional Security 

In view of the Biblical teaching that the security of the be- 
liever depends on a livin 
in view of the Bible’s ca 1 ‘i 

relationship with Christ (John 156); 
to a life of holiness ( 1 Peter 1: 16; 

Hebrews 12: 14), in view of the clear teaching that a man may 
have his part taken out of the Book of Life (Revelation 22:19), 
and in view of the fact that one who believes for a while can 
fall away (Luke 8:13 

2 
The General Council of the Assemblies 

of God disapproves o ‘the unconditional security position which 
holds that it is impossible for a person once saved to be lost. 
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Section 2. Legalism 

a. Matters of Conscience 

The Assemblies of God disapproves of those who hold to 
matters of conscience, such as the eating or not eating of meats, 
who press their personal opinions on others. 

b. Adding Conditions to Salvation 

The Assemblies of God also disapproves of those who hold 
to issues which seem to add conditions to salvation, such as 
Fzeeeping of the seventh day, who press their opinions on 

Section 3. Eschatological Errors 

a. The Restitution of All Things 

The Assemblies of God understands the teaching of Acts 3:2I 
to limit the restoration to that of which the prophets have 
spoken, thus denying the universal redem tion theory. We are 
opposed to all forms of universalism (Matt R ew 25:46; Revelation 
2O:lO). 

b. Setting a Date for the Lord’s Return 

It is unwise to teach that the Lord will come at some speci- 
fied time, thereby setting a date for His appearing (Mark 13:32, 
33; Luke 12:37-40; 1 Thessalonians 5:2). It is also unwise to 

‘ve out from the platform, or 
3 ates fixing the time of the secon $ 

ublish, visions of numbers and 
coming of the Lord. 

c. Post-Tribulation Rapture 

The General Council of the Assemblies of God has declared 
itself in the Satement of Fundamental Truths that it holds to the 
belief in the imminent coming of the Lord as the blessed hope 
of the Church; and since the teachin 
go through the Tribulation tends to 
vision among the saints, it is recommende 
ters teach the imminent comin 
betpg 

of Christ, warning all, men to 

p1 
ared for that cqming, 8. w lch may occur at any t?e, and 

their minds mto complacency by any teachmg that 
would cause them to feel that specific Tribulation events must 
occur before the Rapture of the saints. 

d. Amillennialism 

The General Council of the Assemblies of God disap roves of 
the amillennial teaching and its attendant erroneous p llosophy K* 
which denies the fact of a literal 1,000 years’ reign of Christ 
on the earth, ant1 srd,stitntcL:; for it thcx thwry tllat [his Chris. 
tian or Church dispensation is the spiritual millennium of which, 
its proponents say, the Bible writers prophesied. 
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We recommend that should any of our ministers embrace 
any of the foregoing eschatological errors, they refrain from 
preaching or teaching them. Should they persist in emphasizin 
these doctrines to the point of making them an issue, their stan cf - 
ing in the Fellowship will be seriously affected. (Luke 21: 
34-36; 1 Thess. 5:9, 10; 2 Thess. 1:4-10; Rev. 3:lO; 19, 20.) 

Section 4. Membership in Secret Orders 

Ours is a last-day message in preparation for the coming of 
the Lord (Matthew 24: 14), leaving us no alternative but whole- 
hearted devotion to the cause of spreading the gospel (Luke 
9:62; and it is well known that the various secret orders require 
much valuable time and interest, thus, diverting the servant 
of the Lord out of the way ( Ephesians 5: 16 ) . 

Confidence in these secret orders and their teachings has 
always tended toward the embracing of a false hope of salva- 
tion through good works and improved moral service (Ephesians 
2:8,9). 

In consideration of the fore oing, all ministers affiliated with 
us should refrain from ident’ $1 
secret orders which we reco 

‘ng themselves with any of the 
lze as essentially of the world, 

worldly, and we advise any w o may have identified themselves 8” 
with such. orders to sever their connections therewith (2 Co- 
rinthians 6:17 
their good i nfl 

. Furthermore, our ministers are re uested to use 
uence among our lay members to lssuade them 8. 

from such fraternal affiliations ( 1 Timothy 4: 12; 2 Timothy 
2:24-26). 

Section 5. Divorce aud Remarriage 

a. There are now among Christian people those who became 
entangled in their marriage relations in their former lives of 
sin and who do not see how these matters can be adjusted. We 
recommend that these cases be left in the hands of the Lord 
and that they walk in the light as God lets it shine on their 
souls. 
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b. Low standards on marria e 
to individuals, to the family, % 

and divorce are very hurtful 
an to the cause of Christ. There- 

fore, we discourage divorce by all lawful means and teaching. 
We positively disapprove of Christians getting divorces for any 
cause exce t for fornication and adultery (Matthew 19:9); and 
recommen B the remaining single of all divorced Christians and 
that they pray God so to keep them in purity and peace. (See 
1 Corinthians 7.) 

c. Since it is generally accepted among us that such persons 
are not to serve in official capacities in Our churches, we rec- 
ommend that this standard be upheld by all our assemblies. 

d. We disapprove of an Assemblies of God minister perfonn- 
ing a marriage ceremony or anyone who has been divorced and r 
whose former companion is still living. Any minister of our Fel- 
lowship who performs such a ceremony, unless he has been 
innocently deceived into doing so, may be dismissed from the 
Fellowship. 

e. We disapprove of any married minister of the Assemblies 
of God holding credentials if either minister or spouse has a fonner 
companion living. (See, also, Article VII, Section 5, paragraphs. 
‘8” and “c.“) 

Section 6. Worldliness 

In view of the alarming erosion of national moral standards, 
we reaffirm our intention of holdin 
all forms of worldliness. We urge a fl 

up Bible standards against 
believers to “Love not the 

world, neither the things that are in the world. . . . For all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world’ 
(1 John 2:15, 16). 

In its teaching regarding worldliiess, the Scripture warns 
against: Participation in activity which defiles the body, or 
corrupts the mind and spirit; the inordinate love of, or preoc- 
cupation with, pleasures, position, or possessions, which lead to 
their misuse; manifestation of extreme behavior, u&coming 
speech, or inappropriate a pearance; any fascination or associa- 
tion which lessens one’s a fection for spiritual things (Luke 21: P 
34, 35; Homans 8:5-S, 12: 1, 2; 2 Corinthians 6:14-l& Ephesiaris 
5:ll; 1 Timothy 2:8-10, 4:12; James 4:4; 1 John 2~15-17; 
Titus 3: 12). 
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Section 7. Abuses of Stewardship 

a. Tithing 

(1) According to the Scriptures, tithes should be used for 
the support of the active ministry and for the 
tion of the gospel and work of the Lord an ;P 

ropaga- 
not be 

given to charity or used for other purposes. In tithing, 
the ministers ought to be examples. 

(2) We recognize the duty of tithing and urge all our 
people to pay tithes to God. It is recommended that 
arrangements satisfactory to the astor and the church 
be made by all pastors and c urches, R so that the 
pastor may receive regular and adequate support. We 
disapprove, however, of the teaching that all tithes 
necessarily should belong to the pastor for his support. 

b. Solicitation of Funds 

( 1) It is considered improper and unethical for ministers 
or missionaries to solicit funds bv letter or otherwise 
for anything or any reason whatsoever without proper 
authorization, 

(2) The purpose of this section is not to hinder or dis- 
coura e legitimate projects but to protect the Fellow- 
sh’ 

% 
f;om th ose who employ methods not in harmony 

wrt Assemblies of God principles or policies. 

Leaders in local 
dom in local churc R 

rejects shall have unquestioned free- 
es or communities. 

Projects of general interest to the district must have 
the authorization of the district officiary. 

Projects or institutions of national sco must have 
the authorization of the Executive Pres ytery of The r 
General Council of the Assemblies of Cod. 

Promotion of all projects of a missionary character must 
have the authorization of the Executive Presbytery. 



c. Private Ownership of Religious Institutions 

The General Council of the Assemblies of God approves the 
holdin of title to all church buildings, schools or other institu- 
tions hi at are supported by funds solicited for the work of God 
by properly constituted corporations. It disa proves 

P 
the holdin 

title to such properties by the ministers o the Assemblies o f  
God, through private ownership, corporation of sole, closed cor- 
poration or any other type of ownership where initiative of ac- 
tion or final authorit 
In the event a loca Y 

is not vested in a corporation of the whole. 
congre ation is not incorporated or set in 

4 order by the District Councl , title should be vested in properly 
qualified trustees. Where private ownership exists, a properly in- 
corporated body shall be formed and title to the property shall 
be transferred to the co 
that the title holder may egitimately have. lP 

or&ion taking into consideration equity 

A disregard of this principle and recommendation shall serious- 
ly affect the relationship to the Assemblies of God of members 
involved in such ownership. 

Section 8. Violations of Ministerial Courtesy 

All discourteous conduct is disapproved, and all ministers are 
advised against interfering with pastors in charge of assemblies, 
whether it be by oing in upon their work without consent or 
by such correspon ence with members of the assembl 2 

6 
as will 

hurt the influence of the leader. All correspondence w ~ch con- 
cems the whole assembly shall be addressed to the one in 
charge and not to individual members. Where there is no pastor, 
letters concerning the work shall be addressed to the officers 
of the assembly. 

Any minister who so offends shall be subject to scriptural 
discipline as an offender by the district officiary or by the Execu- 
tive Presb e Such discourtesy will seriously affect the granting 
of annua Tl.7 fe iowship certificates, and may be the basis for 
their recall. 

Section 9. Ministry in a Non-Assemblies Church 

Inasmuch as unity is a vital principle for growth and spiritual 
development of the church, it is essential that we recognize our 
relationship to each other, and that we practice Christian co- 
o eration in all our pastoral, evangelistic, missionary, and local 

K c urch work. We recommend, therefore, that our ministers con- 
fer with District Council officials before engaging in ministr), 
in a church not affiliated with the Assemblies of God so as to 
ascertain whether such church is approved as to doctrinal stan- 
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dards and cooperative fellowshi . I f  the church does not have 
district approval, ministers sha K 
conducting-services for the church. 

be expected to refrain from 

Ministers who violate this principle shall be considered as 
having opened the door for censure or charge which may neces- 
sitate the recall of their credentials. 

Section 10. An Improper Attitude Toward Those Removed from 
the Fellowship 

In order to render effective decisions made in the interest 
of proper discipline and for the protection of our assemblies, 
all who hold credentials shall refrain from taking any attitude 
toward offenders that would tend to nullify or set at naught the 
solemn verdict of the brethren entrusted with this responsibility. 
The offenders shall be subject to reprimand or, if persisted in, 
appropriate discipline. 

Section 11. The Ecumenical Movement 

The General Council of the Assemblies of God disapproves 
of ministers or churches partici ating in an 

P Y 
of the modem 

ecumenical organizations on a ocal, nationa , or international 
kveiute such a manner as to promote the Ecumenical Movement, 

a. We believe the basis of doctrinal fellowship of said move- 
ment to be so broad that it includes 
spiration of Scripture, the deity of 

pple who r!ject the in- 
hnst, the umversahty of 

sin, the substitutionar atonement, and other cardinal teachings 
which we understan d to be essential to Biblical Christianity. 

b. We believe the em hases of the Ecumenical Movement 
to he at variance with w at we hold to be Biblical priorities, K 
frrqenn;.%lacing the urgency of individual salvation urlth 

. 

c. We believe that the combination of man religious organiza- 
tions into a World Super Church will c u&i mate in the Re- 
ligious Babylon of Revelation 17 and 18. 

(This is not to be interpreted to mean that a limitation may 
be imposed upon any Assemblies of God minister re arding his 
Pentecostal witness or oarticioation on a local leve with in- 7 
terdenominational activiths.) * 

ARTICLE IX. DISCIPLINE 

A. District Action 

Section 1. Initiative 
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Occasions sometimes arise which make it necessary to deal 
with ministers who for some reason seem to have reached the 
place where, in the opinion of the brethren, endorsement can 
no longer be iven. Credentials committees which have the 
authority to or ain ministers and to recommend them for cre cf 
dentials also have the right to withdraw their ap roval and to 
recommend the recall of their credentials. The o if icia 7 of th: 
district in which the alleged offense is reported to ave OIJ 
curred shall be recognized as having the prior right of initiative 
in matters of discipline. 

Corn laints against a minister affecting his character or con- 
duct f&d with the Credentials Committee of the General Coun- 
cil of the Assemblies of God shall be referred to the district 
in which the offense occurred for investigation and such action 
as the revealed facts may warrant. A copy shall be sent to his 
home district. 

I f  the district in which the alleged offense is reported to 
have occurred, for some reason, cannot take action, the Cre- 
dentials Committee of The General Council of the Assemblies 
of God shall refer the matter, together with the facts and 
supporting instruments, to the district with which the minister 
is affiliated. In the event a district fails to take action within 
ninety days after a matter has been referred to it, it shall be the 
responsibility of the Credentials Committee of The General Coun- 
cil of the Assemblies of God to see that action is initiated. 

Section 2. Bases for Discipline 

Violation of &semblies of God principles as stated in this 
Constitution and Bylaws qay give cause for disciplinary action 
i d&;e Credentials Comnxttee. Among such causes for action 
hr : 

a. Any conduct unbecoming to a minister or indiscretions 
involving morals. 

b. General inefficiency in the ministry. 

c. A failure or inability to represent our Pentecostal testimony 
correctly. 

d. A contentious or noncooperative spirit. 

e. An assumption of dictatorial authority over an assembly. 

f.  An arbitrary rejection of district counsel. 

g. A declared open change in doctrinal views. 

h. keh$&of running into debt which brings reproach upon 
. 
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i. A marriage in violation of our stand on marriage ,and 
divorce. (Cf. Ark16 VIII, Section 5d, e* ) 

j. Violations of ministerial courtesy. (Cf. Article VIII, Sec- 
tion 8. ) 

k. ?$&$t;’ in a non-Assemblies church. (Cf. Article VIII, Sec- . 

1. An impro er attitude toward those removed from the Fel- 
low&hip. Article VIII, Section 10) P 

Section. 3. Investigation of Reports of Misconduct 

When a report pertaining to the misconduct of a minister is 
received, the superintendent of the district in which the alleged 
offense is reported to have occurred, and/or an appointed rep- 
resentative, shall make an investigation, havin 
it is his res onsibility to safeguard the church, 

in mind that 

district, an % 
& e minister, the 

the Fellowship. .This shall be done to determine the 
source of the report. The persons involved shall be interviewed 
in order to ascertain the facts in the case and the reasons under- 
lying the persistence of the report. 

Signed complaints shall be filed with the district office by 
the complainant, describing the alleged misconduct. 

Section 4. Preparation and Filing of Charges 

If the district, after due investigation, determines that charges 
should be made 
in the district o 2fi 

roper charges shall be prepared and retained 
ce. If  no one ap ears to sign the charges, 

members of the district officiary m at mg the investigation may 
prefer charges and proceed to administer discipline based on 
the evidence in their possession. The person whose conduct is 
under. question shall be informed in, writing of the nature of 
the charges made. 

Section 5. District Hearing and Discipline 

In the event the reported misconduct appears to have founda- 
tion in fact and cannot be dealt with 
faction of all concerned, the B 

rivately to the satis- 
superinten ent of the district in 

which the alleged offense is said to have occurred, or the 
superintendent of the district with which the minister is af- 
filiated, shall arrange for a meeting of the District Credentials 
Committee regarding the allegecl misconduct. The accused min- 
ister shall be requested to appear at the hearing in the hope the 
case can be settled. 
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I f  the district determines that guilt has been established, dis- 
cipline shall be administered prayerfully and in the fear of 
God, in accordance with the Scriptures, and as set forth in the 
Constitution and Bylaws of this ecclesiastical body. The min- 
ister’s fellowship certificate shall be surrendered. 

A hearing shall not be considered as final disposition of the 
case until the accused be present and be allowed all rights 
and privileges granted herein: Provided, however, an accused 
member may be disciplined as guilty of charges preferred, if 
he refuses to appear at the hearing, or roof is found of willful 
neglect on his part to take advantage of 1. IS rights and privileges. 

Section 6. Referral for Action to the Credentials Committee 
of The General CounciI of the Assemblies of God 

If the minister be adjudged guilty, the district shall recom- 
mend to the Credentials Committee of The General Council 
of the Assemblies of God that his name be removed from the 
official list of ministers, in accordance with one of the classi- 
fications for the termination of credentials as listed in Section 
7 of this Article. 

The said Credentials Committee shall be authorized to com- 
ply with the request of the district if, in its judgment, the dis- 
trict was justified in the action taken. If  the said Credentials 
Committee finds that ‘ustice has not been served, it may refer 
the case, together wr dl its recommendations, back to the dis- 
trict for review and reconsideration. Disposition of the case 
shall await further report from the district. 

Section 7. Definition of Credential Terminations 

a. Affiliation with Other Church Or anizations. 
ister shall identify himself with ano & 

When a min- 
er organization ranting 

ministerial credentials, and shall have received such % cre entials, 
his affiliation with this body shall be regarded as having ceased. 
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He shall then be requested to return to the executive office 
of The General Council of the Assemblies of God the credentials 
which had been issued by that office. An investigation shall be 
made to determine the proper category of termination. 

b. Lapsed. A minister who does not elect to renew his cre- 
dentials shall be listed as “lapsed,” provided there is no cause 
for disciplinary action. 

c. Withdrawn. A minister who has elected to remove himself 
from the Fellowship, and against whom there are 
filed, shall be listed as having ‘withdrawn.” 

no charges 

In the event of the announced desire of a minister to with- 
draw from our Fellowship, before action shall have been taken 
in the matter either by the district or the Credentials Com- 
mittee of The General Council of the Assemblies of God due 
investigation shall be made as to the standing of the mi6ister 
in the district of his affiliation. His request shall be granted, 
provided he is found in good standing. 

In case the evidence warrants contrary action the minister 
shall be advised of the findings of the Credenti& Committee 
and appropriate disciplinary action shall be taken. All informa: 
tion pertaining to the disciplinary action taken against the min- 
ister shall be preserved for future reference in the office of the 
Credentials Committee of The General Council of the Assemblies 
of God. 

d. Suspended. A minister who is under serious charges,, or 
who has been given a probationa 
offenses, shall be listed as “suspen e 3 
a specific time, and in no case shall exe one year in dura- 
tion. TernIs of the suspension shall be specifically described by 
the District Credentials Committee in each case, with a copy 
of these temls filed with the General Secretary. 

e. Disapproved. One who has been found guilty of indis- 
cretions or misconduct of a less serious nature or who has evi- 
denced a declared open change in doctrinal views, shall be 
listed as “disapproved.” 

f.  Removed. A minister may be listed as “removed” from 
Fellowship because of general inefficiency in the ministry 

the 

failure or inaMity to rorrcctly represent our Peutecostal t&if 
niony, a contentious or noncooperative spirit, an assumption of 
dictatorial authority over an assembly, or an arbitrary rejection 
of District counsel. 
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g. .Dropped. A minister who has been found guilty of ir&+ 
cretions involvip mo+, or other seriovs misconduct, &all be 
listed as “droppe ! , dpp 1 

h. No publication of 
the district has been advised by 
retary that such has ‘been authorized by ‘the Credentials Corn- 
mittee of The General Council of the Assemblies of God. 

Section 8. Restoration of Credentials 

a. Minimal Time-lapse. When a minister who is a member 
of ,our Fellowship shall have hen removed from our rolls for 
any cause, except, failure to renew and shall apply fdr -reinstate- 
ment, he. shall in no case be e gible ii for reinstatement until 
at least six months shall have elapsed- .after ‘his name has been 
stricken from our list of ministers. For a minister who is listed 
as “removed” or “disapproved,” the minimal time-la se required 
before he is eligible to appl 

Listed as “dropped” L minimal 
for reinstatement s all be one 

year; for ‘a mi&ster vho L 
time-lapse‘ shall be’ t&o years. The time-lapse sh& be computed 
from’ the date of the ajstrict presbytery action as it appears on ths 
termination report filed &itb the, Credentials Committee of ‘I$e 
General Co&il’of the Ass&mblies of God. 

The Credentials Committee mar also hold the matter “1 
abeyance until the next session o the General Presbytery m 
order that the General Presbytery may have the opportunity 
to review the case, in which event‘ the matter of reinstatement 
of such minister may be left entirely with that body. 

b. Authorization. Application for reinstatement may be made 
through the District Council within which territory the ap licant 
resides. The application shall be considered subject to 
proval of the district in which the termination was 

tl?e af 
ma e. 

c. Terminology. 
apply strictly to tll 

1) The term “renewed” shall be used to 
ose who for inadvertent reasons fail to 

comply with the annual uestionnaire deadline, but do renew 
‘on or before April 30 an 3 are restored to the ministerial list; 
(2) The term ‘reinstatement” shall apply to those whose names 
have been deleted from the official ministerial list, but have 
.mived district clearance for restoration to the ministerial list. 
,( See, also, Section 93.) 
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B. Trial by Jury I ; 

Section. 9. Right of Appeal and Authoi+.atidn for a Trial 

If, in the judgment of the Credentials Committee of The 
General Council of the Assemblies of God, justice has not been 
served, the c&e ma be remanded with recorimiendation to the 
Distnibt Pr.esbyt&y or review and reconsider&on. In the event r 
there iS no’change of viewpoint, a trial by jmy shfi be authorized. 

The accused minister shall be required to surrender his current 
fellowship certificate, to be retained by the district until the 
case .has .been tried and ‘ud lent has been rendered. Refusal 
to stirrender his, credentia s s all be considered .insubordination 1 r.. 
and may result in the placing of an addition:1 charge against 
the mieister. ‘. .. 

S&tion JO. ‘Responsibility for Arran&n&ts a&d Expenses of 
T&d 

The appointed ‘ud e 
ments in the 

shall be Iresponsible for making arrange- 
tria : o members, as outlined .in. subsequent sec- 1 P 

tions .of: this Article. In the event it should a pear 
Credentials Committee of The General Council of tfl 

to the 
e Assemblies 

of God, after consultation with the district, that it would not 
be feasible to conduct a trial within the bounds of the district 
where the alleged offense may have occurred, the said Cre- 
dentials Committee shall designate a more suitable location. 

The’ defendant shall be responsible fdr the expenses of his 
own witnesses and counsel. 

Section II. The Judge 

The didict executive offict,rs, or the Distxi~.? Pre.+t(7ry, shdl 
select a presiding judge, who shall be a probkd 
dentials Committee of The General Count if 

by the Cre- 
of the Assemblies of 
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Cod. The judge shall be a mature, ordained minister in good 
standing in fellowship with The General Council of the ~- 
semblies of God. Any person known to be prejudiced toward the 
case shall be disqualified to serve as judge. He shall be authorized 
and instructed to conduct a fair trial. 

Section 12. The Jury 

The jury shall be chosen by the 
a reement both by the plaintiff an % 

residing judge subject to 

% 
the defendant. The jury 

s all be composed of six ordained ministers who are mature men 
in good standing in fellowship with the Assemblies of God. 
There shall be one or more qualified alternates present. The 
plaintiff and defendant must resent valid reasons for the dis. 
qualification of a juror prior to 9, e time of trial. 

Section 13. Time and Place 

The time and place for the trial shall be determined by the 
judge, with the convenience of the principals fully considered 
in connection therewith. Trials shall be held at a place con- 
venient to the location where the facts of the case are available. 

Section 14. Notice of Trial 

Preceding the trial the accused shall be notified by the judge 
of the time and place of the trial by registered or certified mail, 
with a return recei t requested. Up to thiut days shall be 
ahowed to make a If necessary arrangements or the trial. An r 
extension of time may be anted 
judge upon request by the efendant or upon a request by f  

at the discretion of the 

the plaintiff. Such notice of trial sh& be accompanied by a 
co~~;r ;f  the charges in writing, which shall be provided by the 

-n L. 

Refusal of the defendant to appear for trial may be inter- 
preted as an admission of guilt, and shall result in forfeiture 
of his right to appeal any decision rendered and any discipline 
administered. 

Section 15. Conduct of Trial 

Trials shall be conducted in all fairness to all concerned as 
bGr+tdhr&:pt; rnidris~ and in. accordance with Assemblies of 

es for trials by jury as herem defmed. 
Cons1 ering the nature of such a trial only par&i ants shall be 
permitted to attend. No discourtesy to an one sh .J 8 be allowed. 
Counsel in the case must conduct the tn subject to the rulings 

judge. When objections to such rulings are 
by I\-rittelk into the lecord, but the ruling Shall 
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Any person involved in or attending a trial, who shall engage 
in discourteous action or misbehavior, or who shall disregard 
the rulings of the court, may be held in contempt of court by 
the judge. The judge shall then order that the record of the 
court proceedings shall show such ruling. Charges or penalties 
may be placed against the offender. Should the defendant be 
found in contempt and refuse to comply with the ruling of the 
court, the judge may adjourn the court and submit his report 
to the Credentials Committee of the District and The General 
Council of the Assemblies of God. In this event the previous 
rulin s in the case shall stand. Such decision will not jeopardize 
the efendant’s right to appeal. d 

Section 16. Counsel 

A mature, ordained minister, resident in the district, and in 
good standing in The General Council of the Assemblies of 
God, shall be chosen by the district to conduct the case for 
the plaintiff. The accused may conduct his own case, or be 
represented by another ordained minister. Counsel for the de- 
fendant must be in good standing in The General Council of 
the Assemblies of God, and in his respective district. 

Both the counsel for plaintiff and defendant shall recognize 
the spiritual implications of their trust. They shall be obligated 
to present only pertinent material relating to the case. 

Section 17. Record and Report of Trial 

Provision shall be made by the plaintiff, with the approval of 
the judge, for making a true and accurate record of the trial. 
This shall be the official record and shall be kept on file in the 
district office for future reference. A certified copy of all records 
shall be forwarded to the Credentials Committee of The General 
Council of the Assemblies of God. If  the offense shall have 
occurred in any district other than the one in which the accused 
is a member, a report of the findings of the trial shall be filed 
with the superintendent of his district. These records, as certified, 
are the sole 
Council of ti 

roperty of the District Council and of The General 
e Assemblies of God, and are to be held in their 

respective files. 

Section 18. Witnesses 

Witnesses shall be free to testify under the direction of 
counsel. They shall not be required to answer questions asked 
by an one other than the one presiding or the counsel who 
is at x e time conducting the inquiry. Interro ation of witnesses 
and the taking of testimony from them shal P be conducted in 
a Christlike manner, for the purpose of establishing the facts of 
the case. 
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No undue influence or unfair means shall be allowed to affect 
the testimony of witnesses. Opportunity for cross-examination of 
witnesses shall be given as the case proceeds. 

Section 19. Order of Trial 

a. The Plaintiff. The counsel for the 
sent all testimony and exhibits 

laintiff shall ‘first pre- 
de2 inten to prove the charges 

made against the defendant. No testimony except such as is 
relevant to the charges, shall be allowed. The counsel for the 
defendant shall have opportunity to examine all exhibits and 
cross-examine all witnesses. , 

b. The Defendant. Counsel for the defendant shall be allowed 
time and op 
be granted alf 

ortunity to present his side of the case and shall 
due respect and consideration. 

Defense testimony shall be confined to disproving the charges 
and must not include countercharges against anyone, or use the 
attitude or conduct of others as reason or excuse for the alleged 
misconduct. This shall not exclude the right to impeach a witness. 

Counsel for the plaintiff shall have opportunity to examine 
all exhibits and cross-examine all witnesses. 

c. Review. When the defense has rested, the case ma be 
reviewed by counsel for each side, beginning with the de ense. r 

d. Instructions to the Jury. The case shall be given to the 
jury with ro er instructions by the presiding judge. Such in- 
struction s al be confined to settin i?lP forth the true basis of 
judgment in the case as represented % y  the evidence and shah 
in no wise be intended to prejudice the jury. 

Accusation does not imply guilt, but may imply a misunder- 
standing or wrong information. The purpose of a trial is to 
arrive at all available facts relative to the case, and to render 
a verdict based upon the evidence submitted. Judgment in the 
case shall be rendered in accord with the provisions of the 
Constitution and Bylaws of The General Council of the As- 
semblies of God. 

The jury shall be instructed to choose one of its number to 
serve as foreman when it retires to the jury room. The foreman 
shall lead the jurors in the review of the case and shall poll the 
jurors until a decision is reached. 

136 

Should there seem to be no possibility of reaching a decision 
of a two-thirds majority after repeated ballots, the foreman shall 
SO apprise the judge. It shall be the prerogative of the jud 
determine whether the balloting should continue. Shoul 

e 
d 

to 
the 

kii 
be unable to reach a verdict the judge shall dismiss the jury 
declare a mistrial. In the event of a mistrial because the 

jury cannot reach a verdict, the ‘udge shall set the date for a 
new trial and a new jury be selecte a . 

Section 26. The Verdict 

The verdict shall be reached by a two-thirds vote of the jury, 
and when 
verdict an CQ 

resented to the court, the judge shall announce the 
adjourn the court, advising the defendant if found 

guilty that his counsel will inform him of his further rights of 
a peal. 
t% 

It shall then be the responsibility of the counsel for 
e defense to advise the defendant of his rights and privileges 

of appeal from the decision of the court, 

The judge shall file his report with the districts involved and 
with the Credentials Committee of The General Council of the 
Assemblies of God. The district shall take appropriate action in 
accordance with the verdict rendered. 

Section 21. New Trials 

a. Bi 
P cision o 

t of Appeal. The defendant may appeal from the de- 
a court. Appeal shall be filed with the Executive Pres- 

bytery of’ The General Council of the Assemblies of God, and 
notice of such appeal shall be made in writing addressed to the 
General Superintendent. A copy of notice of appeal shall be 
given and appeal made within thirty days following the date 
of notification of the verdict. 

In the event the trial occurred in a district other than the 
one in which the defendant is a member, a copy of the appeal 
shall also be filed with the superintendent of his home district. 

b. Bases for Appeals. Appeals from the decision of the court 
affecting the minister’s standin 
lowship as a result of a tria B 

in the Assemblies of God fel- 

following grounds: 
may be made only upon the 

( 1) Mistrial. When there has been error either in arrange- 
mcnt for trial or method of conductinrr the same. or 
in the case of a verdict unsupported by sufficient 
evidence; 
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(2) New Evidence. After final decision has been rendered, 
in the event new evidence is presented to the Execu- 
tive Presbytery of The General Council of the As- 
semblies of God which in their judgment is sufficient 
to warrant a new trial, such new trial shall be au- 
thorized and conducted as hereinbefore defined. 

c. Review by the Executive Presbytery. Appeal from a trial 
cannot result in a retrial at The Assemblies of God national 
headquarters. It shall be the duty of the Executive Presbytery 
to review the case, carefully examining the official record of 
trial. 

All appeals shall be considered on the basis of the record 
of trial. No person or persons shall have the right to introduce 
testimony of new evidence at a review of a tried case. All such 
evidence or testimony must be presented in new trials. The 

% 
arties involved shall not be present at a review of an a peal, 
ut may file a written brief in summation of trial matena 3 with 

the General Secretary. 

In case the Executive Presbytery shall rule a mistrial, it shall 
be the right of that body to which appeal has been made to 
nullify the decision of the court and to authorize a new trial. 
The Executive Presbytery shall outline proper procedure. 

Section 22. Review by the General Presbytery 

When exce tions are taken to the decisions of the Executive 
Presbytery, er fh er by the defendant or 
a peal ma be made to the General 
s all be a dressed to the office of the K CT 
cedure in such cases shall conform to that in making appeal from 
a ~istict Credentials Committee action or a jury trial, and 
must be made within thirty da s following the notification of 
the decision of the Executive Pres i!i ytery. 

Se&h 23. Reinstatement 

A minister shall not be considered to have exhausted the av- 
enues of remedy rovided by the Comtitution and Bylaws of 
this ecclesiastical for reinstatement has 
been acted upon 

No publication of the action of the district shall be made 
until such time as action has been taken and authorization iven 
by the Credentials Committee of The Gencml Council o f  tllc 
Assemblies of God. 
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ARTICLE X. SPIRITUAL LIFE-EVANGELISM 
COMh%ISSION 

Section I. Authorization and Purpose 

There shall be a Spiritual Life-Evangelism Commission to as- 
sist the General Superintendent’s office to carry out the assign- 
ment of implementing the threefold mission of the church The 
departments shall cooperate with the Spiritual Life-Evangelism 
Commission in this priority effort. 

Section 2. Organization 

a. The Spiritual Life-Evangelism Commission shall be under 
the direction of the General Superintendent and amenable to 
fhe Executive Presbytery. It shall consist of the General Super- 
mtendent, who shall serve as Executive Director, and a Spiritual 
Life-Evangelism Coordinator appointed by the Executive Pres- 
bytery. 

b. There shall be a Committee on Mission to assist the office 
of the General Superintendent in promoting and coordinating 
efforts to fulfill the threefold mission of the church. The com- 
mittee shall offer advice, indicate ways in which departmental 
resources can be used in f&ill&r 
and communicate to departments ii 

the mission of the church 
e emphases which it or thi 

General Superintendent, places upon each of the three elements. 

The Committee on Mission shall be appointed by the Execu- 
tive Presbytery and shall consist of representatives from the 
various headquarters ministries. The General Su 
serve as ex officio member and chairman o 

rintendent shall 
p” the Committee 

on Mission. The Spiritual Life-Evangelism Coordinator shall serve 
as secretary. 

d. Subcommittees of the Committee on Mission shall include 
the Mobilization and Placement Service Committee the Evan- 
gelism Literature for America Committee, and such’ other com- 
mittees as may be required to give full emphases to the mis- 
sion of the church. 
Section 3. Function 

The Spiritual Life-Evangelism Commission shall serve as an 
executive agency whose 
ship and to coordinate 
to fulfill the threefold mission of 
drawn up by the Committee on Mission. 
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Specific functions shall include: 

a. Providing leadershi in and coordination of efforts to fulfill 
the threefold mission of tfl e church. 

b. Planning and promoting special evangelistic and spiritual- 
life emphases. 

c. Developing and implementing the Mobilization and, Place- 
ment Service. 

d. Developing and implementing the Evangelism Literature 
for America program. 

e. Serving the evangelists’ fellowship. 

ABTiCLE XI, DEPARTMENT OF BENEVOLENCES 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose 

There shall be a De artment 
‘p 

of Benevolences which shall 
have the responsibility o administration of the Aged Ministers’ 
Assistance Fund, the oversight of Assemblies of God homes for 
the aged, children’s homes, child lacement agencies,‘ and the 
administration of any other benevo ent P services which may be 
committed to it. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

a. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a national director of the 
department subject to the ratification of the General Presbytery. 

b. The department shall be administered by a committee con- 
sisting of the national director, and four other members who 
shah be elected by de Executive Presbytery subject to the 
ratification of the General Presbytery. 

c. The Benevolences De ent Committee shall serve for a 
period of two years, or unti p”t” its successors are selected. 

d. The department and all of its functions shall be amenable 
to and under the general supervision of the Executive Presby- 
tery. 

Section 3. Benevolence Funds 

The department shall be authorized to solicit regular con- 
tributions from the ministers and churches of the Assemblies 
of God. Each church in the Fellowship is expected to cooperate 
by sending two special offwings anunally for national henc~~~~ 
lences, or by placing the Department of Benevolences in its 
monthly budget. 
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Section 4. Aged Ministers’ Assistance 

Assistance~ shall’ be ‘made available to ordained ministers and 
missionaries of the Assemblies of God and to their widows, 
because .of age or physical infirmity and for whom no other 
means of support is available. Eligibility shah be determined on 
the following basis: 

a. Only ministers who are in good standing may be con- 
sidered. 

b. The a plicant 
the case o P 

shall have reached the age of sixty-five in 
an ordained minister, or sixty in the case of a 

widow of a minister. 

c. Ministers who have been disabled to the extent that they 
cannot ~perfonn their ministerial duties shall also be eligible to 
make application. 

d. The applicant shall have been an ordained minister in 
good standinn and have held credentials for at least ten years 
hmediately prior to retirement. 

e. The record of the applicant shah. indicate that he or she 
has complied with the a proved financial plans of the district 
council and The Gener af Council of the Assemblies of God. 

f.  Unqualified endorsement must be given by the district of- 
ficiary. 

Section 5. Homes ‘of the Aged and Homes for Children 

Benevolent institutions of The General Council of the Assem- 
blies of God shall be operated by boards of directors ap inted 
by the Benevolences Department Committee; said boar cr shall 
be responsible to the Benevolences Department in matters of 
policy and administration. 

Section 6. District Council Benevolent Institutions 

District councils may set up homes for the aged and children’s 
homes and child placement a encies in coooperation with the 
De artment of Benevolences. lfl ey shall be expected to conform 
to 91 e standards approved by the department. 

ARTICLE XII. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose 

a. There shah be a Department of Education which shall be 
generally responsible for supervising and promotin 
tion activities of the Assemblies of God which d 

those educa- 
o not usually 

occur as part of the congregational life of the local church or 
which have not been constitutionally assigned to other de. art- 
ments of The General Council of the Assemblies of God. 8 uch 
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promotion and su ervision shall not infringe upon the soverei nt _ 
of the various dkicts and churches. This responsibility &ah 
include nursery schools, kindergartens grade schools, high schools 
junior colleges, senior colleges, Bible institutes, Bible colleges: 
graduate schools, correspondence schools, and general ministerial 
and missionary training. 

b. The primary responsibility of this de artment in its field 
of activity shall be to act as an agency o P the Church in ful- 
filling its threefold mission. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

a. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a national director of 
the department, subject to the ratification of the General Pres- 
bytery. 

b. The ovemment and work of the Department of Educa- 
tion and Jl its divisions shall be vested in, and committed to 
the Board of Educatio which shall consist of twenty members 
to be constituted as fo ows: “11 The national director and three 
members from each of the six georgraphical areas d the United 
States viz northwest southwest, north central south central, 
northefast &d southeait one or more of whom shall be a school 
adminis&tor from our ‘Assemblies of God schools in their re- 
spective areas. These area members shall be elected by the 

eneral presbyters of the respective areas at called meetings 
3 uring the annual session of the General Presbytery. 

c. The members of the Board of Education will serve for 
terms of three years or until their successors are elected. These 
terms shall be arranged so that the term of onl one member 
from each area will expire annuall The nation z s director shall 
serve as chairman of the board. It all conduct its own meetings 
as occasion may require. The leaders of the schools may be 
invited to the meetings of the Botid of Education with the 
privilege of the floor even though they may not have the 
privilege of votin . 
Department of E d 

The Board of Education and the entire 
ucation shall be amenable to and under the 

general supervision of the Executive Presbytery in all matters. 

Section 3. Duties and Functions 
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It shall also be charged with the responsibility of stimulating 
and encouragin 
enrollment at & 

interest in Christian education and of promotln 
e various Assemblies of God schools. It sh ai 

likewise effect a program for securing funds from foundations 
and other sources and firom the denomination as a whole on 
behalf of our educational program. 

It shall be the duty of the Department of Education to con- 
duct a continuous study of the educational institutions and 
services of the Assemblies of God with the view to their in- 
creasing effectiveness. It shall seek to correlate all educational 
efforts into a unified pro ram. 
following specific rights an di 

To this end, it shall have the 
functions: 

a. To offer guidance and counsel in the opening of new 
schools, academia and theological, and may take the initiative 
in the establishing of such schools. 

b. To recommend the broadening of the scope of individual 
school services. 

c. To erect standards to which all schools of the Assemblies 
of God shall be re uired to conform in order to receive endorse- 
ment. These stan Ii rds may include the qualifications of the 
faculty and staff, the required subjects of the curriculum, the 
length of class periods, semesters and terms, the requirements 
for admission and for graduation, and the general regulations 
of school life. 

d. To provide general services to all schools. 

The Department of Education shall serve the various schools 
of the Assemblies of God as a faculty placement bureau. It 
may supply to school staffs and faculties ideas and suggestions 
for more efficient o 
periodical to this en 8” 

ration and may publish an interschool 
. It may publish an educational directory. 

It may also promote and conduct faculty seminars. 

Section 4. Rights and Prerogatives 

The Department of Education shall issue annual certificates 
of endorsement to schools meeting its standards for endorse- 
ment, and no school o 
the Assemblies of Go B 

erated by or patronized by members of 
shall be recognized as a proved unless 

or until it conforms to the standards erected b 
of Education and has been officially approve 

df tEe Department 
by such depart- 

ment. 
It shall be the prerogative of the De artment of Education 

to disburse and apportion whatever fun ts shall come into its 

143 



ossession to the various educational institutions of the Assem- 
ii lies of God in that way which it .shall consider equitable and 
right. 

In. the discharge of its duties and functions and the exercise 
of its -rights and prerogatives, the De 

P 
artment of Education shall 

consider all endorsed Assemblies o God schools as upon an 
e ual basis, regardless of ori ’ , 

R 
ownership, or control. All schools 

w ich are approved and en 
’ 

orsed b the Department of Educa- 
tion shall enjoy equal rights of #licity and emphasis in, As- 
semblies of God publications an in the promotional work of 
the Department of Education. 

It shall also be the prerogative of the Department of Educa- 
tion to seek to provide our .own textbooks for our Bible schools. 

It shall be the prerogative of the Department of Education 
to prepare reading and correspondence COLWS~S and to romote 
short intensive ministers’ institutes and seminars for the 8, velop- 
meni of the ministries of those who have been unable to attend 
our Bible schools, and for the ministers of the Assemblies of 
God in general. 

As progress and growth demand, the General Gonncil in 
session may provide a graduate school of theology for those 
who seek special training for the mmistry in the United States 
or foreign lands. 

ARTICLE XIII. DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose 

There shall be a Department of Finance which sh$l have 
the responsibility for safe 
finances of The Gener 

rarding 
Corn& o the Assembhes of God. 

su~rvismg, and mvestmg the 

Section z Government and Organization 

a. The treasurer of The General Council of the Assemblies 
of God shall be the executive director of the department. 

b. The Board of Administration shall constitute the Executive 
Finance Committee. 

c. A Standing Committee on Finance consisting of seven men 
from the constituency on the field, shall be elected by the 
Executive Presbytery subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery. This committee shall be charged with the re~pon~i- 
bilit of studying the budget with the Executive Presbytery and 
shall? serve in an advisory capacity in matters of general finance. 
They shall give ‘preliminary survey and advice concerning any 
major project on the denominational or departmental level in- 
volving the expenditure of funds. Any project to be submitted 
for consideration b the General Council which involves the 
expenditure of fun s shall first be submitted to this committee 2 
for review and advice. 
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In order to provide continuity of service their terms shall 
be arranged in the following manner: thr& shall serve for a 
one-year term; two shall serve for a two-year term; and two shall 
serve for a three-year term. After the expiration of the first 
year, appointments shall be made for three-year terms. 

d. The department and all of its functions shall be amenable 
to and under the general supervision of the Executive Presbytery. 
The functions shall consist of those usual and ordinary to a 
Department of Finance, and to include the processing of mail. 

Section 3. Support of Headquarters 

a. The work of The General Council of the Assemblies of God 
in its program of developing the spirit of cooperation and fel- 
lowship in home and foreign fields incurs considerable e 
including the financial support of the executive officers and o frees. 7 

Ordained ministers should recognize their obligation to con- 
tribute three dollars 
an offering, or throu $1 

$3.00) per month from their tithes, or ‘as 
their influence. Licensed ministers should 

contribute two dollars ($2.00) per month. All who can are 
strongly urged to 
personally or throug a 

‘ve more than the suggested amount, either 
the assemblies they pastor. 

Each minister who has not complied with the above require- 
ments or with the financial policy of his district shall send a 
statement of explanation with his annual questionnaire. 

The General Treasurer’s office shall submit to the respective 
district offices a semiannual report of ministers’ contributions 
for the support of headquarters. Each district shall make this 
information available to its ministers by any of the following 
methods: ( 1) collectively, through district 
vidually, through ersonal letters; or (3 ‘i 

ublications; (2) indi- 

media selected by t K e district. 
through any other 

The districts shall carefully analyze the annual report of each 
minister and, in their knowledge of local situations, determine 
if he has been voluntarily cooperating with the General Council 
financial program. 

b. If  practicable, let each assembly take one offering each 
yrar for the rlpkeq) of thr national headquarters office md the 
travel expense of the executive officers. 
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ARTICLE XIV. FOREIGN MISSIONS DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose 

a. The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall as- 
sume responsibility and do all within its power for the spread 
of the gospel in foreign lands. In keeping with this objective, 
there shall be a Foreign Missions Department to which shall 
be committed all the foreign missionary interests of the Fellow- 
ship. 

b. The primary responsibility of this de artment in its field 
of activity shall be to act as an agency o P the Church in fnl- 
filling its threefold mission. 

c. The Pauline example shall be followed as far as possible 
by seeking out neglected regions where the gospel . has not 
been preached, as well as by establishing self-supportmg, self- 
governing, self-propagating national churches. 

d. In fields where Pentecostal missionaries are already sta- 
tioned, consultation shall be had with the brethren on the 
field and the Foreign Missions Department, and a satisfactory 
plan agreed upon before an attempt shall be made to establish 
new stations in such localities. 

e. Every assembly shall be encouraged to assume definite re- 
sponsibility for full or partial support of one or more mission- 
aries in cooperation with the Foreign Missions Department. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

a. The executive director of Foreign Missions shall be elected 
in the manner described in Article II, Section 2, paragraph “f” of 
the Bylaws. 

b. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a secretary of the 
Foreign Missions Department, subject to the ratification of the 
General Presbytery, who shall serve under the executive director 
in the administration of the department. 

c. The department and all of its functions shall be amenable 
to and under the supervision of the Executive Presbytery. The 
decisions of the Foreign Missions Board shall be subject to re- 
view by the General Presbytery as well as the Executive Pres- 
bytery. 

d. l’he activities of the Foreign Missions Depnrtn~111 shall 
be under the su ervision of a Foreign Missions Board which 
shall consist of t e executive director of the department, two K 
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executive 
taries, an % 

resbyters, the department secretary, four field secre- 
eight pastors of proven missionary zeal and accom- 

P 
lishments who shall be nominated b the Executive Presbytery 
rom the eight established geographic J areas of the United States 

and ratified by the General Presbytery in session. 

The term of office of the a pointed astors shall be for three 
@),zr and so arranged tiat one-t&d of the terms expire 

8 
and that upon completion of a term they shall not 

succee themselves in office. 

The responsibilities of this board shall be the establishing 
of policy, the appointment of missionaries, and such other duties 
as may be assigned to it by the Executive Presbytery. The 
board shall be authorized to appoint secretaries for major office 
divisions of departmental activities as need may arise. 

The board shall also be authorized to ” 

1. Evaluate missions policies consistently in the light of 
changing conditions. 

2. Devise and publish a code of rocedure that will serve 
to guide the department and boar if- m matters of discipline. 

3. Establish clear, decisive standards of ethics that shall 0~;~: 
in the relationships between all parties concerned mt -a 
missionary program. 

4. Declare clearly the position of the Board in matters relat- 
ing to specific field problems. 

5. Sit as a Board of Appeal in all matters relating to field 
and department decisions. 

e. Field secretaries to represent major geographical areas shall 
be elected by the Executive Presbytery on the basis of nomina- 
tions by the missionaries in the respective areas. The a point- 
ments shall be subject to the ratification of the General Pres K ytery. 

be 
f. The general administrative work of the department shall 

conducted by a Forei n Missions Committee consisting of 
the executive director as c airman, fl the department secretary as 
vice-chairman, the field secretaries, and the heads of major di- 
visions of the department. The responsibilities of this committee 
shall be the general supervision and direction of the work of 
the department and its missionaries in conformity with the es- 
tablished policies and principles of The General Council of thf: 
Assemblies of God and the Foreign Missions Board. 

g. Re resentatives on the General Presbytery shall be chosen 
in the fo lowing P manner: 

Tlic V”orcig:l hlissions Board shall nominate four (4) mis- 
sionaries, w11d will at that time be home, on furlough, from 
each general area represented by the four (4) ‘field secretaries 
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of the Foreign Missions Department, who preferably shall have 
had administrative experience in the Field Fellowship, to serve 
on the General Presbytery. A- ballot shall be provided for each 
area and sent to all missionaries who shall by their vote select 
two ( 2) to represent them on the General Presbytery. A simple 
majority vote shall be required to elect, and a report made of 
the ballots cast. 

h. An advisory committee consistin 
Spirit-filled laymen from amon 5 our Fe owship, lf 

of ei ht consecrated 
LOwI for their 

spirituality, good judgment an faithfulness, shall be appointed 
by the General Presbytery. They shall work in cooperation with 
the Foreign Missions Board in the promotion of. world mrssions. 

They shall be selected from the eight areas of the nation, 
designated for the eight pastors appointed to the Foreign Mrssrons 
Board and shall meet with it at least once annually, or as often 
as deemed necessary by tbe executive director of the Foreign 
Missions Department. 

They shall be chosen from churches other than those whose 
pastors ma be selected to serve on the Foreign Missions Board. 
They sh ad have tbe endorsement of their respective pastors, 
and their terms of office shall be for three years and so ar- 
ranged that one-third of their terms expire annually, and that 
upon completion of a term they shall not succeed themselves 
in office. 

Section 3. Support of Foreign Missions Department 

The expense of operating the Foreign Missions Department 
shall be provided from: 

a. The assigned percentage of World Missions Plan offerings. 
(See Article XXIV. World Missions Plan.) 

b. Offerings designated for office expense, in keepin 
the ~mcommendation that any who do not contribute un dt 

with 
er the 

World, Missions Plan should designate a portion of their offer- 
ing for office expense. 

c. A recommended one-half of the tithes of missionaries under 
appointment receiving funds through the Foreign Missions De- 
partment. 

d. An appropriation of up to 10% of undesignated contibu- 
lions. 
Section 4. Missionary Candidates 

a. The selection and appointment of missionaries shall be the 
prerogative of the Foreign Missions Board on recommendation 
of the Foreign Missions Committee. 

b. The Foreign Missions Board shall be 
tion and a pointment 

l? 
of missionaries by E 

ovemed in its se$c- 
t e following reqmre- 

ments. Eat applicant shall be examined- 
_ ( l;d$tiJ; personal experience of full New Testament 
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(2) A definite experience of the baptism of the Holy Spirit 

(3) 
according to Acts 2:4. 

As to definite call to foreign work. 

(4) .4s to physical, mental and spiritual fitness for work. 

(5) As to Christian standing and general qualifications, 
it *being required that each ap licant receiving ap- 
gpult?lent shall have the unqua&ed endorsement of 

IS drstnct council, partrcularly in regard to effective 
ministry and Christian character. 

(6) Young men shall not be granted mission2 appoint- 
ment until they have first qualified for or nation m 
the homeland, and women candidates shall prove their 
ministry and stability of cha!racter by a similar proba- 
tionary period of service in the homeland. 

C. Prospective missionaries shall be expected to exercise faith 
in God to provide their outfit and fare to the field. The fit- 
ness of the candidate for foreign service, however, will in- 
fluence the decision of the committee more than the amount 
of funds pledged toward the applicant’s support. 

d. Candidates for foreign service of a specialized character 
such as nurses, teachers, et cetera, may be granted appoint- 
ment for such types of work if properly qualified, without the 
necessity of being ordained. Nevertheless, such candidates shall 
have the endorsement of their respective district councils in 
regard to their Christian experience and local church activity. 

e. Funds provided for the prospective missionaries who shall 
for any reason be prevented from going to the field can be 
made available for other missionaries or missionary p 
after consultation with the districts from which the funds TZ 
been received. 

f.  All 
aries sh ar 

rsons making application for appointment as missicn- 
be expected to meet the requirements of the Foreign 

Missions Department. 

g. The Foreign Missions Department shall confine its mission- 
ary activities within the limits of its ,resources and shall not 
accept and send out missionaries until the condition of its 
finances fully warrants such action. 

lr. Each n&sionary shall he cxpcctcd to tlwotf~ !~c fill1 
years to language study, if necessary, before taking up his 
full active work. Courses of study with examinations shall be 
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arranged by an advisory committee on each field. Failure on 
the part of any missiona 
of the lan TE: 

to obtain a working knowledge 

upon whit 
uage during his rrst term shall furnish ample ground 

Pi to question his fitness for a seeond term. 

Section 5. Support of Missionaries 

a. The undesignated funds sent to the Foreign ‘Missions De- 
partment shall be destributed to those who have received the 
a pointment 
tit 

of the Forei 
P 

Missions Board, witb the exce tion 
at up to ten percent o undesignated funds may be use 3 by 

the Foreign Missions Department for administrative expense. 

b. All funds assigned to particular persons shall be forwarded 
by the Foreign Missions Department exactly as directed, except 
that five percent of all missionary funds with the exclusion 
of special designations) handled direct1 by i e department shall 
be transferred to an emergency fun cr to meet emergency ex- 
penses for which the Foreign Missions Department is responsible. 

c. It is requested ‘that all missionaries send a monthly or 
quarterly report of moneys received and submit a budget of 
expenses to the Foreign Missions Department. It shall not be 
incumbent upon the Foreign Missions Department to send of 
its undesignated funds to missionaries who do not furnish such 
a report. 

d. Missionaries expecting the endorsement and aid of the 
Foreign Missions Department shall .mport to the Foreign Mis- 
sions Department and receive its approval before leaving this 
country. The Foreign Missions De arhnent shall assume no 
responsibility whatever, where the P oregoing requirements are 
not complied with. 

e. It is recommended that districts endorsing candidates for 
missionary appointment assume as far as is practicable respon- 
sibility for their support. 

( See Article XXIV. World Missions Plan. ) 

Section 6. Ordination of Missionaries 

The ordination of missionaries under appointment of the For- 
eign Missions Department shall be determined on the basis of 
their qualification for ordination rat1lc.r than on the basis of 
their appointment. 

w 

Section 7. Fellowship Certificates 

The Foreign Missions Department shall renew the Fellow- 
ship Certificates of all foreign missionaries in good standing on 
or before the first of the year without cost to the missionaries. 

This requirement on the part of the Foreign Missions me- 
partment shall be contingent upon the missionary’s filling out 
in ample time the annual questionnaire 
ment and sending same to the home o free. This questionnaire F* 

rovided by the depart- 

shall provide for statement relative to the missionary’s activity, 
the assemblies or works under his 
believers attending each assembly, etc. 

supervision, the number of 

Section 8. Field Organization 

b. Missionary Field Fellowships, composed of all mission- 
aries under ap ointment by the Foreign Missions Department, 
shall be forme 8. m each political or geogra hit area as circum- 
stances may indicate. These Field Fellows rps are to be con- t. 
sidered as the direct creation of and amenable to the Forei 
Missions Department since missionary appointment automatica ly P 
confers membership in the Field Fellowship. Tbe Missionary 
Field Fellowships shall serve in a consultative capacity to the 
Foreign Missions Department in matters of polic and mission- 
ary personnel relative to their respective fiel s. They shall d 
strive to maintain harmonious relationships on the field and 
with the Foreign Missions Department but shall avoid encroach- 
ing on the sphclr of activities of their respective riutional r\b- 
semblies of God organizations. 
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In those fields where there is insufficient persomrel to make 
the organization of a Field Fellowship practical, the Forei n 
Missions Department may ap int a representatrve to act or 
the field iu matters normally andled by the Field Fellowship. r 

H 

c. Missionary Field Fellowships shall be represented in the 
General Presbytery by their field secretary and two others 
from the overall area which he represents. 

Section 9. Property 

a. All possible precautions shall be taken to safeguard funds 
invested in foreign properties so that the shall continue to 
advance the cause of the Assemblies of Go B in those countries. 
No funds shall be made available for the purchase of 
until arrangements have been made to comply with trl 

reo~~z 

of the respective countries concerning the le al holding of title 
and in order to maintain a proper relations up between these Ii 
missionary projects and the Foreign Missions Department, these 
principles shall be followed: 

( 1) All missionary residences shall be held in the name 
of The General Council of the Assemblies of God wherever 
legally possible. 

(2) It shall be a ~1 policy to hold institutional prop- 
erties in the name of T re General Council of the Assemblies of 
God. However, the Foreign Missions Department shall be au- 
thorized to transfer title to the local national Assemblies of 
God organization when it deems such action to be in the best 
interests of the work. 

(3) Church buildings or pastors’ residences which are pro- 
cured solely for the benefit of the local church witb either 
local or forei 

P 
funds may be held in the name of its national 

Assemblies o God organization or b a local church which is 
fully established and competent to K old property in its own 
name. 

( 4) In all cases where the Foreign Missions Department 
has advanced trust funds on a loan basis The General Council 
of the Assemblies of God shall hold title to the pro 
receive other adequate security until the loan is fulr 

rty or 
y  paid. 

b. Missionaries contemplating the purchase of property or 
erection of buildin s 

3 
should cooperate with the Missionary Fel- 

lowship on the fre d, and secure its endorsement before sub- 
mitting the proposition to the Foreign Missions Department. 

c. A certified copy of the property deeds, titles, and other 
legal papers relatin 
been purchased sha 1 9 

to all missionary properties which have 
be forwarded to the Foreign Missions 

Department for file. 

Section 10. National Workers 
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a. It is recommended that great care be exercised in the 
selection of national workers and in the setting up of the na- 
tional organization so that credentials may be issued only to 
those maintaining the highest standards and manifesting a real 
consecration. 

b. All foreign funds for the support of national workers shall 
be 
the 

administered either by the Missionary Field Fellowship or 
national Assemblies of God organization. 

Section 11. Furloughs 

a. A furlough is designed primarily for the physical and 
spiritual benefit of the missiona 
food, and living conditions an iI 

through a change of climate, 
fresh association in spiritual 

meetings and conferences in the homeland. It is exnected that 
each rnissiona will cooperate with the Foreign M&ions De- 
partment in P arming for his own financial interests and for ‘y 
the good of the work m general. 

b. The length and frequency of furloughs shall be deter- 
mined by the Forei 
the Missionary Fe1 owships on the various fields. It shall not i@ 

Missions Department in consultation with 

be incumbent on the Foreign Missions Department to assume 
any financial obligation to a missionary who has returned home 
without havin first obtained the approval of both the Field 
Fellowship an cf the Foreign Missions Department. 

c. It shall be the responsibility of the Missionary Field Fel- 
lowship to recommend to the Foreign Missions Department 
whether or not a missionary returning on furlough &all be 
rea pointed to another term of service. This decision shall be 
ma e before the missionary leaves the field and if the recom- B 
mendation is ne ative the missionary shall be entitled to a 
personal hearing %e fore the field committee. The final decision 
in regard to reappointment shall rest with the Foreign Mis- 
sions Board. 

d. When a missionary does not intend to return to the field 
or, for any reason, he is not recommended for further service, 
it shall not be incumbent on the Foreign Missions Department 
to continue his allowance for more than six months unless his 
retirement from missionarv service is because of ill health or 
the infirmities of age. - 

ARTICLE XV. HOME MISSIONS DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. Authorization and Scope 

a. The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall as- 
s~!mr responsibility and do all within its power for the spread 
of the gospel to the homeland. In keeping with this obligation, 
there shall be a Home Missions Department. 
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b. The primary responsibility of this de artment in its field 
of activity shall be to act as an agency o P the Church in fnl- 
filling its threefold mission. 

c. The work of the department shall include 

( 1) Church Extension 

(2) Ministry among those people in the United States who 
are in need of special ministry by reason of lan- 
guage barriers, physical confinement, handicaps, com- 
parative isolation or religious prejudices. 

(3) General supervision of the various foreign language 
branches that are now or may hereafter be authorized. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

a. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a national director, 
subject to ratification by the General Presbytery. 

b. The Home Missions Department shall be under the super- 
vision of a Home Missions Board which shall consist of the 
national director, one member of the Board of Administration, 
two nonresident members of the Executive Presbytery, and eight 
other ministers selected, one from each of the eight established 
geographical areas of the Fellowship. Four of the national board 
members shall be selected from among those district officials who 
hgAErsigned to them the portfolio of District Home Missions . . 

c. The members of the Home Missions Board shall be elected 
by the Executive Presbytery subject to ratification by the General 
Presbytery. 

d. A term of office shall be for two years, and so arranged 
that one half of the terms expire annually. 

e. National representatives to serve in specific areas of home 
missions work may be a pointed by the Executive Presbytery 
as it becomes advisable an B practical. 

f .  It shall be the responsibility of the Home Missions Board 
to evaluate home missions policies, to offer guidance and counsel 
in all areas of home missions ministries, to establish standards for 
appointed home ‘missionaries and home missions institutions, and 
to sit as a Board of Appeal in all matters relating to field 
and department decisions. 

g. The work of the Home hlissions Department as a whole 
shall be tinder tllc, general oversight of, and n~ncr~al~lc tu, the 
Executive Presbytery. 
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Section 3. Church Extension Division 
a. The Church Extension Division of the Home Missions 

Department shall function in cooperation with the various dis- 
tricts in helping and encouraging pioneer pastors and established 
churches to enter new fields. 

b. Practical aid shall be provided through: 

( 1) Maintaining revolving loan funds. 

( 2) Providing building plans at a nominal fee. 

(3) Supplying the pioneer pastor with literature for dis- 
tribution and other helps. 

c. The division shall constant1 
the church extension program x 

seek to develop and promote 

helps whenever possible. 
y  offering new and practical 

Section 4. Special Ministries Division 
a. The Special Ministries Division shall function in coopera- 

tion with the various districts. 
b. The work of this division shall include ministry to the 

Jews, the American Indians, the deaf, the blind, prisoners, 
the population of Alaska, and the foreign language groups of 
the United States. 

c. Home missionaries shall be 
sions Department with the 

a pointed by the Home Mis- 
P approva of his or her home district 

and the district in which the missionary will be working. These 
appointments are subject to renewal annually. 

d. All appointed home missionaries shall be expected to work 
in accord with the policies of the department as set forth in the 
home missionary manual. 

Section 5. Finances 

a. The department shall be financed by world missions offer- 
ings, gifts, contributions, and such funds as may be assigned 
for this purpose. 

b. Where missionary s~lpport is necessary, home missionaries 
shall be expected to obtain sufficient pledged support before 
entering their field of ministry. 

c. World ministries credit will be given for funds given to ap- 
pointed home missionaries and to home missionary projects 
proved by the district and Home Missions Department. 

ap- 

Section 6. Branches 

a. A foreign language grou 
a branch of the Assemblies o P 

in order to be recognized as 

the grou 
God, must have at all times in 

qualify or recognition as a branch, the pastors and congrega- P 
a minimum number of twelve churches. If  they do not 

tions I: ill find ~re:d~- wc~cyt:m~~ 
tricts in which they are located. 

in tllcs f~~llo\vAip CJF the &- 
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b. A roup which is qualified to receive recognition as a 
branch s all be entitled to elect ita own officers and shall be EB 
granted the same representation which is accorded district coun- 
cils within the framework of this cOr~%~ti~n and Bylaws. 

c. The foreign language branches shall operate under the gen- 
eral supervision of the Home Missions Department. The branches 
shall inform the national director of the Home Missions De- 
artment of the time and place for all meetin s of the governing 

to enable the director of the Home d lssions Department 
present in a consultative relationship, at his discretion. 

A copy of the minutes of all meetings of the governing bodies 
shall be forwarded by the branch offices to the national director 
of the Home Missions Department. 

d. The branch and the Home Missions Department shall seek 
to promote a spirit of fellowship and cooperation between the 
branch and the district where the branch is located. The branch 
officers shall consult: with the officials of the district concerning 
the opening of new works in a ‘ven area. The branch churches 
shall unite, where possible, in ellowship meetings and similar ‘c 
district activities. 

ARTICLE XVI. INSTITFjTIONS 

Section 1. Miscellaneous Institutions 

a. The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall bc in 
sympathy with the establishment and maintenance of missionary 
homes. 

b. It shall also be in sym athy with the establishment and 
maintenance of missionary SC 001s K on the various mission firlds 
where practicable for the trainin of native workers, and schools 
for the education of the young chl dren 9 of missionaries. 

Section 2. Central Bible College 

The Executive Presb 
semblies of God shal T 

cry of The General Council of the As- 
constitute the Board of Directors of 

Central Bible Collcgc. They shall appoint the President of C&WX~ 
Bible Colkge arid, in consultation with him: tile Variou,: mern- 
bers of its faculty and administrative staff. 
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Section 3. Evangel College 

Evangel College of the Assemblies of God, a Christian 
of arts and sciences, shall be owned and o 

colle e 

The General Council of the Assemblies o F 
erated at all times i! y 
God. The College is 

forever bound to give Christ the preeminence in all things and 
bound to the Statement of Fundamental Truths and to the 
policies and standards as set forth in the Constitution and Bylaws 
of The General Council of the Assemblies of God. 

The execution of policy and the administration of the College 
may be delegated to a board of directors in accordance with 
the provisions of its Constitution and Bylaws. The College and 
its board of directors shall be amenable to the Executive Pres- 
bytery and to the General Presbytery. 

The General Council of the Assemblies of God shall have 
control over all phases of the College. 

ARTICLE XVII. MEN’S DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose 

a. There shall be a Men’s 
its primary responsibilit y yp$tzkg gyag ;; in its 
agency of the Church in ruling its threefold mission. 

b. The function of this department shall in&de: 

( 1) Encouraging development of the work of men at. the 
local, district, and national levels of the constituency. 

( 2) Promoting the participation of men in the ministries of 
the local church. 

(3) Developing the interest of men in supporting all pro- 
grams of the Assemblies of God. 

(4) Coordinating the efforts of the men in local and district 
organizations within the Assemblies of God. 

(5) Encouraging and teaching men to engage in personal 
witnessing for Christ. 

(6) Organizing and promoting a program for boys. 
( 7) Participatin in s nsoring foreign evangelistic litera- 

ture crusabf, anysuch other programs as may be 
approved in the future. 

(8) Preparing and publishing handbooks, manuals, and such 
literature as may be needed to further the fulfilling 
of the mission of the Church by the men of the As- 
semblies of God. 

( 9) Publicizing the work of the Assemblies of God men. 
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Section 2. Government and Organization 

a. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a national director of the 
department subject to the ratification of the General Pres- 
bytery. 

b. There shall be a National Men’s Committee consistin of the 
national director, the Royal Rangers national d comman er, the 
national Light-for-the-Lost secretary, the national Action Crusades 
coordinator, the chairman and president of the National Light- 
for-the-Lost Council, the chairman and 
Action Crusades Council, and two Roya P 

resident of the national 
Rangers national aides- 

de-camp. 

c. Members of the National Men’s Committee shall serve for a 
period of two years, or until their successors are appointed. 

d. The department and all of its functions shall be amenable 
to and under the general supervision of the Executive Presbytery. 

ARTICLE XVIII. MILITARY SERVICE 

As a Movement we affirm our loyalty to the government of the 
United States in war or peace. 

We shall continue to insist, as we have historicall on the 
right of each member to choose for himself whether to B eclare his 
position as a combatant, a noncombatant, or a conscientious 
objector. 

ARTICLE XIX. MINISTERS’ BENEFIT ASSOCIATiON 

Section 1. Organization 

There shall be an Association known as the Assemblies of 
God Ministers Benefit Association. 

Section 2. Administration 

There shall be a Board of Directors elected by the Executive 
Presbytery of The General Council of the Assemblies of God 
subject to ratification by the General Presb 

r 
et-y. All boards of 

directors of this association shall be anrenab e to The Executive 
Presbytery of The General Council of the Assemblies of God. 

Section 3. Investment of Funds 

The board of directors of the Ministers’ Benefit Association 
shall be authorized to invest the funds of this association in 
good income securities and property of the General and District 
Councils of the Assemblies of God and local churches of the 
Assemblies of God provided that such iur-cstments are fllll,. 
protected, by mortgage and by note signed by General or District 
Council officials. 
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Section 4. Contributions and Benefits 

Provisions governing contributions by members and benefits 
to accrue to members of the Ministers’ Benefit Association 
shall be contained in the bylaws of the association. 

ARTICLE XX. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose 

There shall be a Department of Publications which shall 
serve the Fellowship and to which shall be committed: 

a. The mana ement 
House with its 2 

and o ration of the Gospel Publishing 
stributing facr rtres. .j?? 

b. The preparation and 
curricular material and o 

ublication of The Pentecostal Evangel, 
tR er literature for church schools, and 

such other periodicals and publications as may be authorized 
by the Executive Presbytery. 

c. The primary responsibility of this department in its field 
of activity shall be to act as an agency of the Church in fulfilling 
its threefold mission. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

a. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a national director of 
th Frtment, subject to the ratification of the General Pres- 

e . 

b. There shall be a Board of Publications which shall have the 
general oversight over the publishin interests of the General 
Council. It shall be concerned with t e cost and earning factors 
of all areas affecting publications and shall exercise discretionary 
powers in the bud etary 
tions. In addition tf 

affairs of the Department of Publica- 
e Board of Publications shall 

lines for the editorial and curricular content of a% 
rovide guide- 

publications 
and periodicals. The Board of Publications shall consist of the 
national director of the Department of Publications, the general 
superintendent, the general treasurer, and two additional execu- 
tive presbyters elected by the Executive Presbytery, subject to 
the approval of the General Presbytery. The national director of 
Publications shall serve as chairman. The Board of Publications 
shall meet monthly. It shall be amenable to the Executive Pres- 
bytery and the General Presbytery. 
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Divisional committees representing each of the major divisions 
of the Department of Publications shall be elected by the 
Board of Publications and ratified by the Executive Presbytery. 
The Executive Presbytery shall define the major divisions upon 
recommendation of the Board of Publications. The divisional 
head shall serve as chairman of each of the respective com- 
mittees. All decisions of the divisional committees shall be re- 
ported to the Board of Publications for a proval and authoriza- 
tion. The shall meet at least monthly an x shall be amenable to 
the Boar 2 of Publications. 

c. There shall be an Editorial Policy Board, composed of the 
nonresident executive presbyters together with the national di- 
rector of Publications who sh& serve as chairman. It shall be 
the responsibility of this board to provide field-related guidance 
and su gestions, s ecifically 

f  R 
with relation to The Pentecostal 

Eoange . Meetings s all be held quarterly. 

d. The manager of the Gospel Publishing House, the editor 
of The Pentecostal Evangel, and the editor of Church School 
Publications, shall be elected by the Executive Presbytery, sub- 
ject to the ratification of the General Presbytery. 

e. The de artment and all of its functions shall be amenable to 
and under % e general supervision of the Executive Presbytery 
and the General Presbytery. 

Section 3. The Pentecostal Evangel 

The Pentecostal Evangel shall be the official organ of The 
General Council of the Assemblies of God and shall be published 
in the interest of fulfilling the threefold mission of the Church, 
giving pro r emphasis on the ba tism in the Holy Spirit and 
its desire r effects in the lives 0 P believers as well as other 
Pentecostal distinctives. 

Section 4. The Gospel Publishing House 

The Gospel Publishing House, its plant and e uipment, the 
promotion and expansion of its periodicals and pub pi cations, and 
its general business interests, shall be under the supervision of 
the Department of Publications and shall be operated in such 
a manner that it shall make an optimum contribution to the 
fulfillment of the threefold mission of the Church. 

ARTICLE XXI. RADIO DEPARTMENT 

Section I. Authorization and Purpose 

There shall be a Radio Department whose primaw responsi- 
bility in its field of activity shall be to act as an agency of 
the Church in fulfilling its threefold mission. 
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a. It shall repare a national broadcast and shall solicit the 
highest possib e quality in musical presentation and shall feature P 
capable speakers who shall offer messages in keeping with the 
Statement of Faith of The General Council of the Assemblies of 
of God. 

b. Programs shall originate from such sources and be re- 
leased through such outlets, and feature such ta)lents as shall 
meet the requirements of the Radio Department. 

library shall be provided for our ministers 
use in preparation of local broadcasts as may 

Complete transcriptions shall also be prepared for 
o 

P 
tional use of ministers and churches. Such transcriptions shall 

a low time for local announcements. An 
transcri 

appro riate 

of Fait K 
tions offering a distinctive presentation 0 f  

series of 
our Statement 

shall be prepared for use in extended home mis- 
sions work. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

a. The Executive Presb 
the department subject to s 

ery shall elect a national director of 
e ratification of the General Presbytery. 

b. There shall be a Radio Committee which shall consist of 
the national director and four others elected by the Executive 
Presbytery, subject to ratification by the General Presbytery. 

c. The Radio Committee shall serve a two-year period or 
until its successors are appointed. 

d. The department and all of its functions shall be amenable 
to and under the general supervision of the Executive Presbytery. 

Section 3. Funds 

The national director shall be authorized to employ such means 
for the raising of funds as shall be deemed advisable by the 
Radio Committee. 

ARTICLE XXII. SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose 

There shall be a Sunday School De artment of The General 
Council of the Assemblies of God w rch shall have the re- T-i 
sponsibility of encouraging and promotin 
Sunday schools and other church schoo s pi 

the development of 

nature throughout the Fellowship. 
of a nonacademic 

The prinmy respomildity of this department in its field of 
activity shall be to act as an agency of the Church in, ful- 
filling its threefold mission. 
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The purpose of the Sunday School Department shall be: 
a. To assist district and local Sunday school organizations in 

setting up effective programs. 
b. To promote and conduct Sunday school conventions on a 

national and regional basis. 
c. To encourage and conduct training programs for teachers 

and workers. 
d. To produce manuals, handbooks, brochures and literature 

of a promotional nature. 
e To assist in the organization and develo ment of vacation 

Bib& schools and other educational activities P o the local church. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

a The Executive Presbytery shall elect a national director of 
the ’ department subject to the ratification of the General Pres- 
bytery; 

b. The Sunday School Department Committee shall consist 
of the national director and four others elected by the Executive 
Presbytery subject to the ratification of the General Presbytery. 

c. The Sunday School Department Committee shall serve for a 
period of two years or until its successors are appointed. 

d. The department and all of its functions shall be amenable 
to and under the general supervision of the Executive Presbytery. 
Section 3. The Sunday School Counselor 

The Sunday School Counselor shall be recognized as the 
official publication of the Sunday School Department. 

Section 4. District Organization 

a. Provision shall be made for a district Sunday school de- 
partment- &I each district of the Assemblies of God. The pur- 
pose shall be 

( 1) To coordinate national, district, sectional, and local 
efforts for Sunday school efficiency, growth, and de- 
velopment. 

(2) To encourage ever 
Y 

Sunday school in the district to 
attain to the Nationa Sunday School Standard. 

(3) To promote Sunday school efficiency through seminars, 
tours, conventions, or by any other acceptable means. 

b. There may be a district Sunday school director. He shall 
be chosen in keeping with the district constitution and bylaws. 

c. There may be a district constitution and bylaws which 
shall be presented to the district council for approval. 

d. Time ma 
fl 

be given throughout the year for the advance- 
s;d;i all p ases of the drstnct and natronal Sunday school 

. 

162 

ARTICLE XXIII. WOMEN’S MISSIONABY COUNCIL 
DEPARTMENT 

Section I. Authorization and Purpose 

a. There shall he a Women’s Missionar 
which shall have as its primary responsib ii 

Council Department 
ty in its field of ac- 

tivities to act as an agency of the Church in fulfilling its three- 
fold mission. 

b. The functions of this department shall include: 

( 1) Encouraging development of the work of women at the 
local, district, and national levels of the Fellowship. 

( 2 ) Correlatin 
es 

the work of the women with the needs 
represent by the Foreign Missions, Home Missions, 
and Benevolences Departments in such a way that the 
needs may be met quickly and equitably with each 
district and local group carrying its proportionate share 
of service. 

(3) Encouraging district and local groups to view their 
service as a spiritual ministry and stewardship in which 
faithfulness is important. 

(4) Encouraging the women of the fellowshi to engage in 
the ministry of personal witnessing an 
of intercessory prayer. 

B the ministry 

( 5) Offering encouragement and assistance to district leaders 
and local groups for organization and operation. 

(6) Conducting WMC conventions, seminars, and rallies to 
stimulate interest and disseminate information concem- 
ing the Women’s Missionary Council and its program. 

(7) Organizing and promoting a program for girls. 

(8) Preparing and publishing handbooks and manuals, and 
issuing such bulletins as may be needed to imple- 
ment the department program. 

( 9) Publicizing the Women’s Missionary Council through, 
the media of The Pentecostal Evangel and other peri- 
odicals as opportunity affords, 

Section 2. Govcmment and Organization. 

a. ‘ille 1:\(,(:11t ivc Prcshqtcry shall elect a national director 
of the department subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery. 
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b. The Women’s Missionary Council Committee shall consist 
of the national director, one member from the Home Missions 
De 
an B 

artment, one member from the Foreign Missions Department 
two others elected by the Executive Presbytery, subject to 

the ratification of the General Presbytery. 

c. The Women’s Missionary Council Committee shall serve 
for a period of two years or until its successors are selected. 

b. The department and all of its functions shall be amenable 
to and under the general supervision of the Executive Presbytery. 

Section 3. Funds 

a. An annual National Women’s Missionary Council Day shall 
be observed at which time the ministry of the Women’s Missionary 
Council shall be promoted. It is recommended that an offering be 
received in each church which shall be sent to the national 
Women’s Missionary Council for use in the su port of the national 
office and to aid in costs of services it o fers to district and P 
local units. . 

b. To aid further in su port of the work at both district and 
national levels, it is urg e3 that each local Women’s Missionary 
Council group shall be faithful in tithin its income into the 
district Women’s Missionary Council o ice and the district is 
Women’s Missionary Council office in turn to tithe to the 
national office. 

ARTICLE XXIV. WORLD MISSIONS PLAN 

Section 1. World Missions offerings 

It is recommended that all World Missions offerings shall be 
divided as follows: 

70% Foreign Missions 
5% Foreign Missions Office Expense 
5% National Home Missions 

20% District Home Missions 

Section 2. Speed-the-Light Offerings 

Before assignments from Speed-the-Light offerings are made 
to any projects an amount not to exceed ten percent of the 
total offerings received shall be allocated to administrative costs 
of S eed-the-Light. 

5 
It is recommended that the remainder of 

Spee -the-Light offerings shall be divided as follows: 
75% Foreign Missions-Speed-the-Light 
20% Distri@ Home Missions-Speed-the-Light 

5% Special Ministries-Home Missions, Speed-the-Light 
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trict officiary. 

The portion allocated to “special ministries” shall be restricted 
to missionaries under home missions appointment. 

ARTICLE XXV. YOUTH DEPARTMENT 

Section 1. Authorization and Purpose. 

a. There shall be a Youth Department which shall be 
responsible for the youth work of The General Council of 
the Assemblies of God. It shall carry out the r onsibilities 
through its program which shall be designated t e “R Christ’s 
Ambassadors program. 

b. The primary responsibility of this de artment 
of activity shall be to act as an agency o P 

in its field 

filling its threefold mission: 
the Church in ful- 

evangelization of the world, wor- 
shiping God, and building a body of saints being perfected in 
the image of His Son. In part, it shall fulfill this responsibility 
by planning and promoting a spiritual program directed toward 
the youth of the Assemblies of God, encouragin 
assist in fulfilling the threefold mission of the Churc 1. t 

the youth to 

c. The functions of this department shall include: 

( 1) Encouragin and assisting the developing of district 
young 8s peop e s programs. 

( 2) Coordinating the development and promotion .of projects 
of national scope. 

(3) F’;;pg literature and helps to meet the needs of 
. 

(4) Promoting spiritual programs adaptable to the particular 
problems of young people in high schools and colleges; 

( 5 ) Developing and promoting guidelines for use at the 
district an local level. 

Section 2. Government and Organization 

a. The Executive Presbytery shall elect a national dirrrtor of 
the dc~xtrh1lcnt, snbjcct to the ratification of the General Pres- 
bytery. ’ 



b. The national director with four others elected by the 
Executive Presbytery subject to the ratification of the General 
Presbytery shall constitute the National Christ’s Ambassadors 
Committee. At least three members of the above committee 
shall be appointed from the field at large. 

c. “The National Christ’s Ambassadors Committee shall serve 
for a period of two years or until its successors are selected. 

d. The department and all of its functions shall be amenable 
to and under the general supervision of the Executive Presbytery. 

Section 3. Official Publication 

The official publication of the department shall be Youth A&. 

Section 4. District Organizations. 

a. Grouns of local organizations mav be formed Into district 
organizati&s, with the 
Councils involved. The 

the officiary of the District 
shall be governed 

and shall be con- 

tery, and to supervise its own activities within the boundaries 
of the territory involved. The Su rintendent of the District 
Council shall be an ex officio mem lz r of all district committees. 

b. The manner of election of the district CA president will 
be according to the provisions of the district constitution and 
bylaws. He shall be an ordained minister. It is recommended 
that he will be under the age of thirty-five at the time of his 
first election, but may be retained as long as his service is desired. 

c. A constitution and bylaws covering the activities of the 
district organization shall be submitted to and approved by the 
District Presbytery. 

d. The president of the district organization shall be subject 
to call by the District Presbytery for consultation in matters 
pertaining to young people. 

e. Sectional meetings of the district or anization shall be 
strictly spiritual in character and arrange 3 through the eo- 
operation of the pastors and young people’s leaders in each 
section, taking cake not to coutlict with other local or district 
meetings. 
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Section 5. Local Organizations 
a. All local Christ’s Ambassadors organizations shall be con- 

sidered as a branch of the local church work, to be under 
the general su 
and direction s all be respected in T 

rvision of the pastor whose counsel, advice 
& activities which affect 

the relationship of the organization to the church and its ao- 
tivities in service. 

b. The members of this group shall be born-again young 

in all matters of se&ice and fellowship. 
- 

(Speed-the-Light offerings, see: 
Article XXIV. World Missions Plan) 

ARTICLE XXVI. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The regular order of business for the Council meeting shall 
be: 

1. Report of the General Superintendent. 
2. Report of Secretary. 
3. Report of Treasurer. 
4. Departmental Reports. 
5. Unfinished Business. 
6. Election of Officers. 
7. New Business. 
8. Adjournment. 
All business sessions of the Council shall commence with 

prayer. 

ARTICLE XXVII. QUORUM 
All members registered and voting in any meeting of The 

General Con&l of the Assemblies of God shall constitute a 
quorum, and all general presbyters re ‘stered and voting in any 
meeting of the General Presbytery s all constitute a quorum. r 
The presence of seven executive presbyters at any meeting of 
the Executive Presb ery shall constitute a quorum. The pres- 
ence of three mem ers of the Board of Administration shall irIf 
constitute a quorum. 

ARTICLE XXVIII. AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to the Bylaws may be made at any regular 
meeting of The General Council of the Assemblies of God. 
Amendments to be adopted shall reqllire n majority of ;a91 
votes cast. 
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