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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL COUN­
CIL OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 

Held at St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 9th to 14th, 1917. 

PREAMBLE AND RESOL TION OF 
CONSTITUTION. 

WHEREAS. ('TOd. our 1 leavenl \' Father. scnt His 
only begotten Son, the Lord Jestts Cllrist, into the world, 
vVho purchased and redeemed fallen man with His own 
prec ious blood, and called out of the world and saved a 
people, o f whom He built and e tablished His Church 
(Assembly of God. Matt. r6:(8), upon the foundation 
o f the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Chri st Himself being 
the II cad and Chief Corner-stone (Eph. 2 :20), and organ­
ized and baptized it with the TIoly pirit, with its govern­
ment upon IIi shoulders ( I aiah C) :6-7). said: "The gates 
of hell sha ll not prevail against it " (Matt. 16: 18) ; and 

vVJIEREA , He gave the IToly Inspired Scriptures, 
(both old and new covenant , Heh. 8: 6-13) as the all­
sufficient rule for faith and practice (2 Tim. 3 :16), as 
follows: "All 'cripture i g iven by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousnes. : That th{' man of God may 
be perfect, throug-hly furni shed unto a ll good II'orks," we 
therefore shall not add to nor take from it (Rev. 22 :18) ; 
an<i 

\VIIEREAS, He COlllmanded that there should he no 
schism (division, sectarianism) in His Body, the GEN­
ERAL ASSE~vrBLY ( hurch) of the first born, which 
are written in heaven, Heb. I2 :23; and 

\Vrl EREA. , \Ve recogni ze ourselves as members of 
said GENERA L ASSEi\fBLY OF GOD. (which is God's 
organi sm), and do not believe in identifying ourselves as, 



)r establishing ourselvcs into, a sect, that is a human or­
ganization that legislates or forms laws and articles of 
faith and has ul1scriplural jurisdiction o\'cr its member 
and creates unscriptural lines o f fell owship ane! disfellow-
hip and which separates its('lf from other members o f 

the General ,\ ssc111hly (Chu rch) of the first horn, which 
is contrary to Christ's pra)'er in St. John 17. and Paul's 
teaching in Eph. 4: i-T I). which we hearti ly endorse : 

THEREFORE, nE IT R f<:SOLVI;:n. FIRST. That 
we recogn ize ourselves as a (;I~:\ER . \L COU:\CIL of 
Pentecostal (Spirit Baptized) saints from local Churches 
o f God in Ch ri st, , \ s~emhhs of God. and va rious Apos­
tolic Faith Mi ssions and 'hurches. and I"ull Gospel Pen­
tecostal ~Ii sions and Assemblies (If like faith in the 
United States of Ame ri ca, Canada and Foreign Lands, 
whose purpose is neither to leg-islate lall's of g-ove rnment, 
nor u~urp a uthori ty over said \'arious !\ s<emhlies o f God. 
nor cteprive them of their. criplural 8nd local rights and 
privileges. but to recog-ni 7e ~criptural methods and order 
for worship. unit y, fellowship, \\'ork and business for God, 
and to disal~p rove o f all unscriptura l methods. doctrines 
and conciuct, and approve of all Scriplura l truth and con­
duct, endeavo ring to kecp the unity o f the Spirit in the 
bonds of peace, until we all cOl11e inlo the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledg'e of the Son of Cod. unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the sta ture of the ful ­
ness of Chri st, ane! to walk accorcling-h', as recorclecl in 
Eph. 4 :17-32 . . 

RESOLVED, SE O:\fiJ. That we rccognizc all the 
above saicl Asscmbli cs of various namcs, and when speak­
ing' of them refcr to thcm Iw the gcner :11 Scri ptural name 
"Assemblies of God ;" and recommcnd that t hey all recog­
nize thcl11selve by the samc nam e. that is, "Assembly of 
God" and aclopt it as SOOn as practi c:lble for the purpose 
Of being more Scriptural and also legal in transacti ng 
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business. O\\"Iling- property, and executing m i. sionary 
work in home and forcig-n lands, and for general con­
~'cllicl/cc, IIl/ity and (cllo7('ship. 

OPENING MEETING. 
There \\'as a larg'C attendance at the opening devo­

ti()nal Illeeting- of the I~ijth Ceneral Counci l of the Asselll­
blies of (;od, and Bethel Chapel was filled with the in­
cense of pr:tyer in the Ilnl)' Chost and shou ts o f praise, 
as the brethren from 111 a 11\' Statcs came tog-e ther ill a 
blessed spirit of unity . From the first, the cOll5cious Illan­
i fest po\\'er of (;o<i the F'athcr, thc presence of our ble,sed 
Saviour ] eStls Christ. and the operations of the 11 ( 1), 
Spi rit, were realized by e\'eryone prc:-ell.t. 

The open in g- mcssage was g-i\'en by :'Iiss E li zabeth 
Sisson of \:ell' London. Conn .. on the building" of the 
bo(h' of Christ. Pastor D. \\ ' . I,err followed with a most 
neetled word on the importance of recognizing the o r­
g;lI1 ic, co-opcra t ive a11(i sympath"tic relationship of tho,c 
whom God has placed ill the bo(h' of Chri st. 

Th e a fternoon session was gi \'en tip to prai e . and we 
were made to rejoice in hearing the ringing te tim o:l;es 
of many brothers and s isters JOY ful in the L ord. 

J Il the e\'('n ing . \\'c li stcned to a blessed messag-e on 
the " Il\ood o f JCStlS Christ " from 11m. J. R KlinC' o f I)c­
troit, :'1 ich., that made our hear ts hurn \\'ithin ti S fo r jl)~' 
at th e renlel11brance of th e bOtlnt iful p rovision Goel has 
made for our eve ry need ill the mood o f Ili only begot­
ten , on . 

Monday, September 10th, 1917. 
At 9 o 'c lock th e rc \\':15 a hlcsscd season of praver and 

praise. and a t 10 a . 111. the Chairman, Bro. J. \V. 'vVekh, 
opened th e fir st husiness session . On motion, the Cha ir 
appointed a comlllittcC' on Co un c il R oste r as fo llo \\'5 : 
B ro. J. R. F1owcr. 111'0. l; red \'og-1cr an d Bro. \ V. B. J es-

5 



sup. There was a short recess, during wh ich the Roster 
was made up. 

TEMPORARY OFFIC,ERS. 
On motion, the presen t Chairman and Secretary were 

requested to act as tempora ry Chai rman and Secretary 
\1ntil their successors were ekcted. 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
It was moved that the cha ir appoi nt three breth ren as 

a Committee on Resolutions, ancl that these three shou ld 
have the privi lege of call ing in others when needed to as­
Aist th em. 

The Cha irman then appointed to thi s Committ.ee: B ro. 
D. W. Kerr, Chairman, Hro. E . N. Bell and Bro. E. I I 

Richey. 
On mot ion, the Council adjourned until 2 p. m. 
In the afternoon session the R oste r Committee made 

th eir report and the same was accepted. About one hun­
dred delegates were present. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT. 
The Cha irman then made his annual report for the 

past yea r, and told how Cod had been with uS in a re­
markable way, causing the work to prosper in eve ry de­
partment; and he praised Cod for the definite provision 
that had come from above {or every branch of the work. 
Referring to the ·beginning of the present administl-ation 
- the 1915 Council- he reviewed the hi tory of the work 
dllring the intervening two yea rs, showing that whil e 
there was a deficiency in finances at tha t t ime. and that 
the ollncil intere ts were repre ented almost who lly by 
the Publi hing H ouse, since then God had so prospered 
the whole Council work that there had beeJJ some devel­
opment along various ·Iines. 
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GENERAL COUNCIL OFFICE. 
Referring to the Jenera l ouncil Office, he reported 

tha t the office during the past year had been e tablished 
sepa rate from the Publishing HOllse, according to the plan 
devised by the 1916 ouncil; and that the resources de­
rived from the distinctive work of the ouncil Office. to­
gether with the offerings sent in fo r that purpose, had 
been su fficient to maintain the office and support the 
Chairman. In view of present developments the needs 
o f the genera l office will be increased this coming year, 
and he recoll1mended a fLa-tll er development o f the plan 
o f systemati c giv ing alllong the ministers and assembl'ies. 

MINISTERIAL MATTERS. 
The hairl11an 's report . howed the n\l mber of (,r-

dainecl mini sters on the li st to be f ive hundred and Sl'\'­

enty-three, fi fl y-s ix of whom are missionaries. A ll of 
these have the new form of credenti als and the fellowship 
.ccrt ifi ca te whi ch is issucd annually . The number i. CO Jl ­

stantly increas ing. whil c unity and tr\l c co-ope rOlti on 
among the mini ster of thc Coun ci l "cllowship is very 
g-rati fyin g . . Dill e recoillmendati ons were made by the 
Chairman, affcct ing ordinations, which were acted upon 
by the cO\l ncil later. 

MISSIONARY INTERESTS. 
in review ing the Missionary Activities for th e past 

year, it wa sho lrn that there had becn a mater ia l incrc;, se 
o f money given to missions through thc General Council 
Off ice and i\li ss iona ry T reasurer. The amount wa s ap­
prox imately doubl e the amount g iven duri ng the previolls 
yea r. Some reco1l1mendations were offered concern ing 
the enciorsement and support o f missionaries who m<l \' vet 
go to the fie lds. - . 

THE PUBLISHING HOUSE. 
An important featur e of the Chairman's repo rt. and 

one 111 whi ch a ll we re intere ted, was. the report o f the 
7 



business and conditions o f the Fublishing I-louse and the 
Weekly Evangel. The report contained much to encour­
age the council and friends of the Evangel. It was shown 
that God had given another year of signal prosperity to 
the paper and Publishing House. The business had in­
creased in a very satisfactory way and the friends of the 
work had contributed liberally to the support of the in­
terests, making it possible to report the Publishing House 
entirely Out of debt and upon a very satisfactory basis. 
The report revealed the fact again, that the continuance 
I)f the paper and the Publishing House depends upon the 
hearty support of the aints. Expenses cannot possibly 
be met, except funds be donated for that special purpose. 
During the year a very generous g i ft was received from 
a dear friend of the work, by means of which all incum­
bent liabilities were met and the season of depression, oc­
casioned by the declaration of war and the naturally dull 
summer season, was passed without deficit. This gift, 
together with many smaller ones, had made it possible to 
continue and to develop a measure of greater efficiency. 
The future of these interests are a matter for prayer and 
faith on our part, together with a most heart)' co-opera­
tion in their maintenance. Unless there are special dona­
tions for the Publishing House, it will be difficult to avoid 
the distres ing strain of overwork and anxiety to wh ich 
the management has been subjected in bringing the busi­
ness up to its present status. 

A feature of interest to all was the report that the 
Council now has a paper published in Spanish as well as 
the Evangel in EngliSh. Th is paper, La Luz Apostolica. 
under the management of Bro. H. C. Ba ll of Brown s­
ville, Texas, is ca rrying the Pentecostal message to many 
Spanish-speaking people. Bro. Ball needs help in a fi­
nancial way in getting out the paper. Send money for 
this paper direct to him'at Brownsvi lle, Texa 
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LEGAL AFFILIATIONS. 
During the past six month 137 assemblies have le­

gally lined themselves up with the General Council dnd 
have declared themselves an integral part of the same. 
Several hundreds more are in full spiritual )"mpathy and 
co-operation. 

Some time was spent in discl1ssing the question of 
whether the sisters present should be requested to vote, 
but it was finally decided to leave them on the same basis 
as in former councils, namely. as advis ry members, with 
the privilege of participating in all discus ions. 

Bro. F. F. Bosworth of Dallas, Texas, preached at the 
evening evangel ist ic meeting and there were ql1ite a num­
ber of seekers at the altar. 

Tuesday, September 11th. 
From 9 to 10 was given to devot ional exercises. At 

10 a. m. the Chai rman called the Counci l to order for busi­
ness. 

NOMINATIONS TO BE MADE FROM THE 
FLOOR. 

On motion the following re olution \Vas adopted: 
Resolved, that nomination for Chairman ane! Sect e­

tary, for Executive Presbyters as \VeIl as for General 
Presbyters, shall be made on the floor of the hou e; and 
thereafter, before any name for a general officer or for a 
General Presbyter or an Executive P resbyter be voted 
upon , the entire li st sha ll be referred to a comm ittee of 
seven brethren chosen bv the Council, and this commit­
tee shall review the li st a 11(1 report back as many as they 
deem best qualified and best situated on the field to be 
voted upon for Presbyters and other office ; and that all 
objections to any nomination be made to said committee, 
so that there be no public criticism, on the floor, of any 
brother. 

On motion it was agreed that the names proposed 
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!';houlri be \'oteri upon one at a time ,anri each nomination 
~hotlld require a t\1'o-third's majority (0 insure election, 

THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE. 
The follO\l'ing were appointed as the l\'omination 

('ol11miltce: Brothers S. ,\ . Jamieson. Robert 13row11, D. 
\\'. KelT. J. R. Flower, T. K Leonard, ,\. L. fraser and 
Fred Lohmann. 

TIU're were forty-nine nominations mad. many mis­
sionaries 011 the foreign field being nallled The Nom ina­
t ion Committee brough t in the following resolutions 
which were adopted: 
RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO MISSION WORK 

AND FIELDS. 
I. Resolved , that it wou ld be unwise fo r thi s Oun­

cil , with its inadequate knowledge of foreign conditions at 
the present time, to elect Presbyters on the different fo r­
eign f ields. Instead, we recoillmend that the Pentecostal 
III is ionaries themsel ves cOl11e together in the seve!a l d is­
tinct foreign dist ri cts- come together in co-ope r~\t i on ac­
cording to our liberal constitution a nd appoint theil' own 
representat ive. to act a Presbyters of this Council in sa id 
districts. and that such appointments be referred to thi s 
COllncil if in session, and if nol'. to the Executive Pres­
byt ry for rati fication. After approva l they shall be the 
accred ited Preshy ters of thi s Ge neral , ouncil until their 
successors a re appoin ted as above. Such Presbyters must 
be in full sympath y with the F undamen tal Truths for 
whi ch th is Council stands. 

2 . Resolved, that for the more effic ient conduct of 
0 \11' foreign Ill i s ion \\'ork that th re bc a foreign Mis­
s ions COlllm ittee appo inted on the home field I y thi s 
Council. 

3. R esolved, that the ' or responding . ecretary of thi s 
Foreign :\ fi ss ions olllm iltee be in structed to enter into 
co rrespondence with the mi s ionaries on fore ign fields 

10 



with a view to appomtmg rcpresentative for their re­
spectiye dist ri cts as indicated in section I hereof. 

GENERAL PRESBYTERS. 
The Committee thcn recomlllcncled the following 

brethren for Gcneral Presbyters on the home ficIci, all of 
whom were elected: S. :\ . Jamieson of Tulsa, Okla., R. 
A. Brown o f l\'ew York City, J. R. Kline of Detroit. 
Mich ., J ohn Coxe of Wi lmington. Del.. W. n. Jessup of 
!Vlobile, Ala. , Joseph T unmore of Pittsburg. Pa., E. R . 
Fitzgerald of RusseIJ viIJe. Ark., D. H . McDowell of 
Scranton, Pa., Andrew L. Fraser of Chicago, III.. A. I. 
ColJins o f Fort W orth, Texas, T . K. Leonard of Findlay. 
0., W . H. Pope of Frostbu rg, 1\ ld., J. T. Doddy of 
Youngstown, 0 .. G. . E ldridge of Los Ange les . Cal.. 
E . N. Richey o f Houston . Texas and E. r\. Bell of JoP­
lin. ]\fo. Later, J ohn Goben o f Lucas. Iowa. 1'. F. 80 -
worth o f Dallas, T exas. F. A. Hale of Ki ngsville, Texas 
and S. H. Frodsham of St. Louis, !I ( ., were also elected 
as General Presbyters. T hese were in addition to the 
Exccutive P resbyters, whose te rms of office hael not yet 
expired, who are : J. W . Welch, St. Louis, Mo., D. W. 
Kerr, Cleveland , O hio and J . R. F lower, tan ton. tI'To . 
. . . . CIRCULATION OF GOOD LITERATURE. 

On motion the following resolu tion was adopted: 
Resolved, in view of the g reat need of spreading the 

Gospel to alJ men everywhere, that Pentecostal preachrrs 
and laymen di stribute freely in a ll depots, jails and public 
places our W eekly Evangel and other good Pentecostal 
literature ; and that the va rious assemblies be recommend­
ed to subscribe for the W eekly E vangel to go into the 
Public Libraries in their cities, and a ll other places where 
permitted . 
CONSULTING THE GENERAL PRESBYTERY. 

The election o f the E xecuti ve P resbytery came be fore 
th~ house in the afternoon, and the dange r o f central j~a-

11 
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tion \la, discmsed: and . in order to avoid slich centra li­
ntion. th follo\\ ing resolution ",as adopted: 

Resolved. that in all matters oj great importance. the 
Executive Pre. hytery cOlllnllll1icate ",ith the memher of 
the General Presbden' hcf ore an \. final deci ion is 
reached , or final a~tio;l is taken 1)\' -the Executive Pres-
hyte ry. -

A LARGER EXECUTIVE. 
, Thc matt er o f increasing the llle111\) rship of the Exec­
utive 1 reshytery for a simi lar pllrp(l~e was also di scussed , 
and th following r solution was adopt d: 

T<esolved, that the sect ion on page five of th e Com­
bincd ?-.finutes of the General COllncil dealing with the 
Ccneral I'resbytcn' and the I ~xec llti\'e Presbytery he 
Jl1ade to read: " That thi s COllncil select as many repre­
~entative tllen in varioll . sec tion . of the home and forei~n 
fields as it deems advisable as Grllaal Pr(,sby /(,rs, to rep­
resent this Council in all the phases of it~ work and in ­
«'rests on their respective f i eld~: and that fi\ 'e of the e, 
together with the 'hairman and Secretary o f the Genera l 
Council, constitute the F..xt'Cllti7 'C Pr('sby/er],'." 

ELECTION OF PERMANENT CHAIRMAN, 
SECRETARY AND TREAS RER. 

There was only one nomination for hai rma n, ana 
th<lt was for the retiring hai rman,]. \'\T, Welch, He 
wa s unanimously re-elected, all the brethren and sisters 
rising to their feet. 

Bro .•. Tl. Frodsham, the retiring Secretary, was 
nominated for I' -electi<.m. But, a he could not give his 
entire time to this Ceneral Office work, owing to the fact 
that hi s tim was taken in the Publishing HOllse, on 
motion, the electi on of a secretary was postponed. How­
ever, he was later elected as Secretary, also as M issionary 
Treasurer. 



NOMINATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE PRESBY­
TERS. 

:\" Olllinations werc made on thc floor for Executi " e 
f'resbyters. On Illotion. it \\'a . resolvecl that the rest of 
the Gcneral Pre. hyten' who had not been nominated for 
executives should 'act 'as a cOllllllittec to deal II'ith thcse 
nom inations . ancl to select thosc be. t situated in relation 
to hcadquarters. for the housc finally to pass on. 

THE NEW EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERY. 
Brothers A. 1'. Collins and E . ' . Hell were elected to 

serve three years each. and Brothers]. T. Boddv and S. 
:\. Jam ie. on' were clccted to servc t\\·o ~'ca rs. Li tcr Bro. 
Co llin s re igncd to g ivc place to somc onc morc con­
I'cnicnt as hc could not mOve to St. Lo uis as was cxpected, 
and Bro ... 11. Frodsham was clected in his place for t\\'o 
yea rs. Thc tc rms 0 f 11 roo \ \' elch and 11 roo Flowcr a n<l 
·I\ ro. K err not hay ing' exp ired . thc completc l~xecutivc 
I'reshl'tcry now stands: ]. IV. \\ 'clch, n. \\'. I\: err,. II. 
F rod ham, ]. R. Flo\\'Cr, J. T . noddy. E. :\" . I:ell a nd S. 
!\. Jamicson. 

The even ing meet ing' \\'a s gi"cn up to evangeli stic 
sc rvi ces, Bro M. 1'1'f. Pinson prcaching' a good scrmon. 

Wednesday, September 12th, 1917. 
Thc whole morni ng. ession and part o f thc J [tcrnoon 

was givcn up to th e question of providing support for the 
Ccneral O ffi ce. The Chairma n pointcd out that the in­
creasing volume of bl1siness would rcq ui re two I11cn in 
the General Officc during' thi s ncxt year, instead o f one 
as during the past year, and in consequence the cost of 
runni ng it would be doubled. Tt was suggc. teel frol11 the 
fl oor that offeri ngs should be taken in all assemblies, 
whcre it was practical and ag reeable, for thi s purpose. 
On Illotion the fo llow ing resolution was adopted : 
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S PPORT OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 
OFFICE. 

\Vhereas the maintenance of the General Council f­
fice during the coming year will require an increased 
expenditure of funds, therefore be it 

Resolved, that every minister in the fellowship be rc­
qll('~ted to contribute from his tithe~ or as an offering. if 
possible, the sum of one dollar per month. or a minimul11 
of SO cents per month . And further, looking toward the 
increased efficiency of the General Council throughout 
the entire field. all who can contribute more, personally 
or through their assemblies, than the suggested amount, 
arc hereby trongly urged to do so. 

PREREQUISITES TO ORDINATIONS. 
On motion, the following resolutions on the question 

of ordinations were adopted: 
I . Resolved. that the General Council recommend 

that all candidates for ordination be first proved as li­
centiates. and only such as tand true and prove e fficient, 
he orda ined to the full ministry by any District Counci lor 
hy a mature local assembly through a council of ministers. 

2. Resolved, that the Credential omm ittee provide 
for the issuing of annual licenses to worthy candidates 
where this matter cannot be attended to by a District 
Cou ncilor by a mature and well accred ited assembly. 

3. Resolved, that we recommend no persons be or­
dai ned as foreign miss ionaries. Persons qllalified for the 
fulll1lini try, whether ca lled to the home work Or the for­
eign field, should be ordained to the ministry. Those not 
qualified for the ministry should not be ordained , even 
I houg h endorsed for the foreign field as workers. 

4. Re olved, that all outgoing Illi . ionaries, whether 
0rdaincd or not, who expect support from the General 
(-oull cil, must be endorsed by the Mis. ionary Committee 
o f thi s Council , and shall receive a certifi ca te of appoint­
ment under seal of the General Council. 
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EXAMINATIONS AND TIME FOR ORDINA­
TIONS. 

The fo llowi ng resolutions weI' adopted: 
J. Re olved that this ouneil ad"i . es all Di trict 

Coun cil s to haye published a regular set time and place 
once o r Illore each year at which, as a rule, ordinations 
shall be performed in aid district ·. 

z. R esolved that each d istrict is ach' ised to have a 
committee of three or more which, with a Ceneral Pres­
hyter, hall ca refull y examine il1to the candidate's charac­
ter, Ii fe, soundness of doctrine, hris tian experience, min­
is terial ability and prev ious success : and that these should 
be found sati sfactory before the Dist ri ct Council proceed 
\\'ith the ordinati on. Prov ided that thi s shall in no wise 
limit the privil eges of a mature loca l church in the mat­
ter o f ordaining such qua lified candidates. 

3. Resolved, that in states and territories where there 
:lrc no di strict councils, nor a : trong mature assembly near 
thrm, that candidates mal' take the matt I' up with the 
Credential Com mittee of th is Cou ncil , which hall satisfy 
itself a to the candidate's fitnes , and co-ope rate with ap­
proved candidates fo r a sa ti s fa ctory ordination. 

On motion the foll owing resolution was adopted: 
RECOGNITION OF OUR RELATIONSHIP IN 

THE BODY. 
\Vhereas the Scriptures teach that we are all in one 

Spirit baptized into one I od)'; and wherea , because of 
thi fact, we are a lready organically, co-operatively, and 
sympathetically related one to anot her; and whereas 
th ere seems to be everyw here a prevailing lack in the un­
derstanding of these principles, therefore be it 

Resolved , that the General COllncil hereby reC0111-
mends to all our ministers that they give definite and re­
peated instructions on the nece sity of recognizi11g these 
aJready exi ting principles as set forth in Pau l's teaching 
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in r Cor: 12:[2-27, etc., and urge them to a faithful ad­
herence to the same in all their relations one to another 
in the body of Christ. 

MISSIONARY NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 
A motion that the chair appoint a committee to call­

vass the missionary situation and to nominate a per­
manent Missionary Committee having been adopted, the 
following were appointed: Bro. Andrew L. Fraser, Sis­
ter Laura Radford, and Bro. Joseph Tunmore. This 
cOlllmittee did faithful work and the results of its labors 
appear under the head of the Conduct of Missionary 
,Work. 

WORK AMONGST THE SOLDIERS. 
Bro. Raymond Richey was asked to speak about the 

work the Lord has laid upon hi heart among the soldier 
boys, and in a very enthusia tic way he told how wonder­
fully the Lord had opened up the way for him , giving him 
favor in the eyes of the authorities, and how sig nally his 
efforts had been ble sed so far. 

On motion, the following resoll1tion was adopted: 
Whereas there is an imp rative urgency upon \1S as to 

the welfare of OLlr soldiers in the variOLlS training camps, 
and the doors now open will soon close forever; and 
wherea President Wil on has urged the Y. M. C. A. to 
look after the spiritual welfare of all the soldiers; and 
whereas all we do in the camps must be done under the 
supervision o f the Y. M. . A.; therefore be it resolved 
that we adopt eve ry available means consistent with 
Scriptural teaching and example to co-operate with every 
approved agency for revivals among the soldiers. To 
this end it is recommended that the saints everywhere de­
termine, like the apostle Paul, to become all things to all 
men that by all means we may ave some. 

In keeping with the foregoing resolution we recol11-
1l1~nQ !h§ Vnitecj Prayer and Workers' League, repre-

, ~6 



. ented by B rother Raymond Richey of Houston. Texas, 
as worthy of hearty support 

Bro. A. P. Collins remarked that he believed the Lord 
was open ing the way for us to get into the camps as won­
derfully as TIe enabled Nehemiah to secure the favor of 
the king in hi return to Jerusalem. ister Elizabeth Sis­
son pointed out that this is a day of marvellous oppor­
tunity everywhe re. because Goel is preaching a mighty 
. ermon in the march of events. Bro. T. K. Leonard spoke 
on the power of praye r . and the im portance of our "weep­
ing with those who weep" in the e days of Orrow when 
mothers' boys are going to the great world war. 

O n motioll , the ouncil adjourned until morning. 
Bro. H. H. Cox of Zion City gave a powerful sermon 

at the nig ht meeting. 
Thursday, September 13th, 1917. 

The Council came together for business at 10 a. Ill. 

rifter a season of prayer. The follow ing re ollli ion was 
adopted: 
AGAINST SETTING A TIME FOR THE LORD'S 

RETURN. 
Resolved, that it is unwise to teach that the Lord will 

come at some specified ti!11e, thereby setting a date for 
I lis appearing; and also, that it is unwi e to give Ollt fro111 
th e platform, Or pllbli h visions of nllmbers and dates fix­
ing the time of the seconcl com ing of the Lord. 

Some had .understood a correspondent to do thi s 
through the Evangel; bllt the management of the EV:lIlgcl 
had never meant to set a elate fo r Hi coming ::lgain . So 
we were a ll agreed on thi s. 

LOYALTY TO THE GOVERNMENT. 
Bro. E. L. Banta spoke on the importance o f O\1r lov­

a lt v to the powers that be, since they a re ordain rd o f (;o(l ; 
and told of some so-called Pentecostal preachers who 
thought they were do ing honor to God by insultil1!! the 
fbg and of the humiliation to them that followed. Dro. 

17 

/ 



,\. P .. ollins follow{'d ant! said we we re on Bible g rounds 
in honoring the gO\'efllmcnt, and . a id that the fbg stood 
110t only for civil freedom but al 0 for r 'ligious liberty; 
and that at the Texas District Council they had purposed 
to cancel the credentials of any preacher who spoke 
against the go\·ernment. Thi . body also agreed that such 
radicals do not repre ent this General Cou ncil. 

RESOLUTIONS ON P ELI HING REPORTS 
AND SELLING BOOKS. 

The following resolu tion was adopted: 
In yiew of the subtle and gra\'e dangers now con­

fronting us on account of the persistent spread of the 
lcavell of se riOl1 s doctrinal error embod ied in the teaching 
of the so- ailed " new issue." the refo re, be it 

H.esolv d, ill the inte rests of solid ifi ed co-operati on be­
tween the Gospel Publi shing I louse and the world -field , 
that the Executive Presbytery hereafter knowingly pub­
li sh no article, tract, report or letters com ing from persons 
who are known a nd shown to be opposed to our Statement 
o f l ' undamental Truths; and that W{' reco mll1 end that the 
.al1le course b pursucd by all publi shers who hold creden­
tials from the Asscl1lblie of Cod. 

The following re olution was a lso adopted: 
\Vhereas, it is becom ing 1110re and more necessa ry to 

sa feguard our people against the. ubtJe power of opposi­
tion again t our distinctive testimo ny as it is l'epresented 
hy writers of periodical s, tract s and books not o therwi se 
objectionable: therefore, 

Resolved, tha t it is th e opinion of thi s General 'ounci! 
that wc refrain , as far as practicable, from advert is ing, or 
~(' JJing . uch lite rature, and that where such lite ra tme is 
di sposed of by any o f u , tha t a tatement be made as to 
th{' attitude of its authors toward "Penteco t." 

BIBLE SCHOOLS. 
On motion, the matter o f Dible School was refer red 
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to the General Presbytery, who brought lorth the foll ow ­
ing resolution. which ",as adopted: 

\\ -he reas there is a great famine in th e la nd for the 
\\To rd of Cod and a g rea t need that the people of God 
should be fed ",ith knowl edge and under tanding o f the 
Scripture by th ose who a re placed over them in the Lord: 
therefore, 

.Resolved, that \\'e encourage ou r people as a whole. 
a nd our youn g people especially, to attend faithfully to a 
dili gen t sea rch {Jf the criptures, and if possible to attend 
some properly and sc ripturally accred it ed Bible Training 
School ; and further 

Resolved . that in all our public gatherings, camp meet­
ings, and conventions, we g ive to the Bible its due place. 
a nd that pro vi sion be made by those in charge , for the 
fullest exe rcise of the gift of teaching by those who arc 
spec ia lly ca lled and q ual ifi ed thereto; a nd be it further 

Resolved. that we encourage "Ten Day B ible onfer­
cnces," o r " llinerary B ible, c hoo ls," to be he ld in (lif­
ferent sections of it g iven district, in which due atten tio n 
shall be given to eva ngeli s ti c wo rk for the un aved, a nd 
solid sc riptura l teaching for the saints. 

MOUNT TABOR BIBLE TRAINING SCHOOL. 
I~ro. A. L. i'ra:;e r. pres ident o f thi s school, presented 

th e inte rests of sa id sc hoo l to the ouncil , a nd th e fo ll ow­
ina resolution endo rsing the same was adopted: 

R esolved , that tht' C;eneral Council of the Assemblies 
o f Jod he rel)l' I-ecogni ze the Mount Tahor Bibl e Train­
ing chool at hicago . Tllino is, and that we heartily co­
operate with it. 

ADJUSTMENTS LEFT WITH THE PRES· 
BYTERY. 

No proper sec retary who cou ld give al1 hi s time to sec­
retarial work having been found, th e following resolution 
passed: 

R esolved , that th e General Presbytery be he reby au-
19 



thorized to elect a secretary for this Council who hall 
also b til corresponding- s 'cretary for the foreign l\fi -
sion Committee: and that they shall also adjust the sec­
retaryship and the number of the Executive Presbytery in 
harmony with the resolution already pa . cd. which en­
larged the Executive I rt"sbytery' anrl made the secretary 
one of . aid executive. 

See results of this adjustment as arranged under heael 
of the :\e\\' I-;:xcclltive Presbvter\'. 

DISTRIBUTION OF MI SIONARY FUNDS. 
On Illoti(in t he following resolution was adopted: 
Resolv d, that the undesignated funds sent to the l\lis­

si{)nary Trea. urer of the General Council should not he 
sent to those who arc oppo cd to the Fundamental for 
which this Council stands. 

The (;eneral Presbvt f\' further recommended that 
moncy shou ld not be ent 'out to inefficient missionaries 
merely out of human . ympathy: rather that un designated 
funds he sC'nt to approved mi sionaries where they will 
accolllpli,h most for the glory of Christ. This. of course. 
;'Jpplies on ly to undesignated funds entrusted to the Coun­
cillO distrihute to best advantage. ;\11 funds assigned to 
p:lrticular pc'rsons will be forwarded hy the treasurer l'X ­

<tell\' ilS directed . 
. THE SECOND COMING OF THE LORD. 
Tn an interval when there was no husilles proceeding. 

Bro. :\. P. Collins g<lI'e a vcrv sweet talk on the . uhject 
of th e imminence of th e Lord's return . and said that he 
was COllstanth' reminded of the fact that r Ie might come 
even whilst \I'C' were assembled together. ,ister Sis. 011 

remarked that she had I ft a letter at home directing what 
to do in case she shou ld be calle-ht up whilst awav on I',er 
present t rip. I~ro. James and . ister Ralph al. 0 f ol!owed 
on the same themC'. and the presence and power of th 
Spirit was very manifest a. the theme of lhi s glorioll hope 
was being- discussed. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
:-\ resolution also passed recommending to the Execu­

tive Presbytery that they do their be t to make provision 
fo r. and stimulate interest in uncla\' School [or the chil­
e! ren and young people in our midst: 
INITIAL PHYSICAL SIGN OF THE BAPTISM. 

Hy an o\'ersight last year the word "physical" got left 
out hefo re the word "s ign" in reference to tongues as the 
initial phy ical sign of the Baptism with the Holy Ghost. 
Therefore this ection in the Fundamentals was corrected 
by resolution to read as follow : 

"The full con Ul11mation of the bapti m of believers in 
the T 101 y host is indicated by the initial physical sign of 
speaking- with other tongue as the Spirit of God g ives 
them utterance, Act. 2 :4· This wonderful experience is 
c1ictinct from and subsequent to the expe ri ence of the new 
hirth, Acts TO A..j.-46: 1 I :I4- 1(,: [5 :7-9. It i also distinct 
from the g ift of tongues, lor. [2 :4- 10.28," 

The above was passed with on I." three or four dissent­
ing votes. 

A very blessed and helpful mi sionary address was 
g iven by Bro. C. ] I. Schoonmaker. who emphasized the 
impo r ta nce of the a embli es sta nding back of the mis­
s iona ries, and told how he found out from hi. OWn ex­
perience that God honol'ed and blessed a church that put 
the matter of fOl'eign missions to the foref ront. 
Thursday Afternoon and Friday Morning, Sept. 14th. 

nro. Andrew L. Fraser then brought in th e recom­
mendations in behalf o f th e comm ittee on }\lissionary in­
terests, which formed the p rincipal theme of discussion 
on Thursday afternoon ancl Friday morning. n motion, 
each resolution wa~ adopted as follows: 

THE CONDUCT OF MISSION ARY WORK. 
T. Re olved : That all missionaries who desire the 

enclorsement of the General ouncil shou ld make applica­
tion for a fellowship certificate, prov ided they already 
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hold credentials frolll the General Council ; and that thClse 
not holding crerlentials hould make application for the 
same and for fellowship certificate. 

2. Resolved: That all missionaries making applica­
tion for credentials and fellow hip certificates shou ld be 
required to subscribe to the Statement of Fundamental 
Truth~ approved hy the General Council of the Assemblies 
of God . (See ,\rioutes for ISllO, page 16.) 

3. Resolved: That each missionary be required to 
file with the Foreign :'1 ission Committee a full statement 
regarding their work, e. g., concerning their families and 
accoJ1lmodat ions, period of service, language qua Ii fica­
tions, nature of the work engaged in, prospect of the 
field, present number of recognized adherent. -Christian 
and non-Chri st ian- etc., etc. 

4. Rewlved: That the Foreign Missions Comm it­
tee be adv ised to recognize miss ion cente rs at various 
point. and ports of entry as receiving homes. 

5. Re. olved: That it be urged upon the Foreign 
;.rissions Committee the necessity of insisting upon two 
full years of language study, if necessary, before taking 
\1p the full ac ti ve work; and that cOurses of study with ex­
aminations be arranged fOI' by the Adviso ry 'oml11ittee on 
each field. 

n. R esolved: Tn order to Facilitate an eq\1 itable dis­
tribution of funds, be it resolved that each missionary b 
required to furnish a quarterh' fin ancial statement o'f all 
monies recei ved anc! on hand to the Foreig n Missions 
COll1.mittee. 

7. R esolved: That the Advisory Commi ttees o f the 
respect ive firlds shall determine and report to the Foreign 
Missions Comm ittee what in their e timation constitutes 
a proper terlll of service. 

8. Resolved: That an advi sory com mi ttee of three 
be appointed in every la rge district of the foreign mission 
field where our missionaries are now at work; and that 
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this cOJ11mittee be appointed in conference by the I11 IS­

~iona ries themseh·es. 
0. 1 esolved : That all mi. sionar), propcrt.\· purcha~erl 

with Illi:sionan' funds be tran. krred to the General 
Cnullcil : alld tilal the (;('n<:ral Coullcil through it s Exec­
tllin? Preshyter\" appoint the .\dvisnr\" Committees Oil 

each field as'trusteces. to de\'i~ \\ ith the" Foreig'1l :--lissi ns 
( 'oll1millee some plan of holding' and to ho ld ~aid proper­
tj' III trust for God and the Ge neral Cou ll ci l. 

10. [n o rder to the illcreased efficien y of our work 
ahmad . clo er co-operation with the home "field. and tha t 
the zeal o f our home const ituency be accord in~ to knowl­
edge . be it resolved that the For ign :\Ti ssions l..-oml1l ittee 
t:1ke under cons ideration at an carl\" date the advi . ability 
(If appointi ng a visit ing 11' issionary· representative. (The 
pllrpose of this Illotion is to . eetlre thmugh a practical 
n1 issionary representati \·e . a n unbia . cd report of condi­
tillils ancl opportuni t ie , to set missionary centers in o r­
df'r where needed. g ive in struct ion. and to encou rage and 
~ llpport the ministry and con tituellc), ab road .) 

I I. !-or mutua l protect ion and f r the conservation 
o f mis. ionary fund s. it is . trongl), urged that v isiting m is­
~ i ona ri es con. ult with the Foreign :'-. fi ssions ommittee in 
regard to their itine rary in the homeland. 

12. Resolved th a t missionaries at home keep the F or­
eig-n :\ 1 issions Commi ttee' info rmed as to a ll monies re­
('ei \'ed a nd all monies forwa.rcled by th em to the foreign 
field. 

[~ . Be it resolved that in ca e of a vaca ncy on the F or­
eign :--fi ssion Committee the Executive Presbyte ry shall 
ha \'e the power to fill ~a id vacancy. 

FOREIGN MISSION S COMMITTEE. 
The Nominating om'1ll ittc~ presented the follo\\' ing­

nomi nations for the J70reign :\1 is. ions Committee : J. \"'. 
W ekh, f\. P. Colli ns . E. :\. Bel l . •. Tl. !-rodsham, G. 
0. Eldredge, \\T. "Y\! . S impson . l\[i ss . C. Easton 
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These \lere elecled and at the same time \I'ere empow­
ered to enlist such advisory help as might seem de irable 
and necessary. 

Friday Afternoon, Sept. 11, 1917. 
The lIH'eting \\'as called to order hy thc Chairman. 

The time for the great -:'Ilissionary Conference which met 
fl)llo\\ ing' the Council llIecting had cOllle. and the Chair­
Illan urged the closing of the Council to give the audi­
toriulll to the usc of the missionaries. 

MINUTES TO BE EDITED. 
()n Illotion, the following- resolution was adopted: 
T{csolyccl, that wc hereh\' authorize the Executive 

l'r('sl>l't('n' to e(lit, correct anel re\·isc the minutes of this 
SCS~i();l o{ t he Council so as to make thelll reaclahle ancl 
l'()II~iste!lt, I\'ithout ch;1I1ging' the meaning of matters, and 
I hat a fter so corrected and <Lpproycd the." shall become 
thr authorized minutes of the Council. Further, that they 
shall he printed: then the esselltials he added to the next 
edition of the Comhillcd ~linl1t('s or the eeneral Council 
of the Assemblies of Goel. 

The Executil'e Prcs!>dcry is also hereby authorized 
In complete in behalf of the ('ouneil all unfin ished bl1si­
n('~s that mil." have bcen o\'erlooked. 

EV ANGEL HOME THANI{ED. 
Th follo\l'ing' n'soll1tion was also adopted ' 
lZesoll'('d, that this Coullcil C'xtend a vote of thanks to 

the EVilngel TrOIl1C' [or its hospitality, and also give thanks 
to all othcrs who ha\'e sen'cd God by aiding in the work 
and c01l1fort of the Council. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
On motion, the Counc il ad jomnecl until caJled to mcet 

again by the Chairman, Chic;tgo to havc favorable con­
sideration, if at the time practicable, as the next place of 
meeting. 
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