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THE EDITORIAL VIEWPOINT 

If He Were Born • 
In 1958 

J f Chri"t \\Trt' horn in our day, W(' w()!ld('r how mall)' would attach 
all~' "'pt'cial significant'tO to til(' ('\,('111. 

~Iodl'rn IlH'elia oj rOlllllHmi('ation would fla ... h till' IltW;. aronnel the 
g-\oIK'. 1J{·rhaps. hut it wO\lld not mah· the ht.·ad1iIH;.... The world 
prt ...... w/luld g-in' mon' pr(JJllim'nH' to war talk frum ~Io~{)w or peacl' 
talk frolll the l',;-': It wuuhl {('atlln' .. ,att .. llitt· ... fir srandals III holder 
type than any cli"patdr {HIm Ht,thl,'1WIIl "Ix>tlt a jt-,\\i ... h hirth. 

Only in JlI(i<.·a would a 1l1(J(krn Iww:-paper g-in' much ..,pace to the 
(·\'1.'111.... TIl(' Ikthldll'lll papc.·r, elm' t(J local inun· ... t, might carry thl' 
hanncr, "Shtpherd ... Ih'Port Strang-t' \'oic('~ in Sky," "rohahly it 
wOlild qUOit' st'\('f,d t'ye\\itlH'''''' an'ourl{s and add that "(k·"pitc ridicule 
from many hY~I<1Tldtr~ 111(' men ill~i"'l('d 111(' Slr<1I1g'(' phtIlOIll('non was 
rt'lat('d to tht' birth (If a bah~' ill a h.-al .... tahlt." It mi/-:ht acid, ho\\"
ntr. that "wl1("11 a~k(-,d if tlwy found the hahy til(' ~11('pherd .... nodded, 
gr('w Itss talkative, alld W('f(' vag:\I(' :lbOul it:-. locatIOn." 

Ht'asolls for thi ... r(,tic('nl't' WOI\I(\ he ini("rr('c1 in olh('r storie .. on the 
.... ame pa~('. Om: would tt'll ahout King II(.'rI)(fs dl'clining health. his 
unpro\"ok('(1 ragt .... and his tll-COIKt'all'd fl'ar of a .... LI(:«' ........ or. .-\nothcr 
might say that IIt'rod wa .. Iml1l.l{ fa«' \\ ith Cat~ar .. \Ug'IL .... tlLS. Possibly 
it would qlLot(' "political ohse\"\"('rs" to til(' c:fft'ct Ihat the Homan 
Emperor had shoWIl a lack {!f Irll ... 1 in his pllppN rlller hy appOInting 
the g'o\"crrlor of Syria to direct a l'akstine cen ... t\-.. 

Oth('I' r('I)(lrt-. would pla.v ILl' Ill(' Jl('op]('s f('ar of 11(':(\·i(·r taxe .... anc! 
til(' hittt'r rc .. entllwnt allll!llg' Iho,,(' \\·hn matlt long' on:rlancl trips. 
('xpost'd to !landit-.. (jnl~' to find all inns iilted. One ~lory would tell 
al)(mt the innkt,t'IX'r who had talked ahotlt an infant 1H.·ing horn in hi"~ 
stahle to a dt'\"ollt COil pit, from Xazareth. 

.\ Ilcw'>pap{'r tdilOrial might ~\o.;k what Ihcst' fl'I)(lrt:-. of mystcrious 
sil-:"hlo.; a11<1 soullds il1 the sky ('ould 111Cal1. It might admit that the 
NJitor was PlIlllL'<! ()\"{'r nllllO!'.s of Ihc hirth of a Jc\\"i~h king--l>lIt 
prohabl;.' thert \\oulcl hl' a notl' of sktptici:--LII ill his rc\·il'\\' of the 
sltuatioll. For JlO ll1atter how man·doILs or wcll-doCllLlIl'l1Ied a miracle 
may he. it takes faith to Iwlicn: it. The nal\lral man call1lot rCCCl\'C 
the thing .... of Cod: ther af{' .. pi ritually discertlf'd. 

\II kno\\I('dgc of di\ L1IC trllth COlll('S to llS hy r('\"t'latinn 011 God's 
part ami hy faith (III our part It was I!y re\'('!atinll that .\lary leartwd 
l1('r fir~thorn dlild would he tl1(' SOli of God. h was hy re\"t'latioll 
that Jo~eph al:--o rt'c('in'd thi~ kno\\lcd':l'. It was hy fc\·datioll thaI 
th(' sllc]lherds \\('f{' 1t'(1 to 11ll' lll<lng"('r crill. I.all'r Sill1t'OII rccci\'cd 
the ft'\'{'lation . :tnd .\nna tIl{' pr\lpl1t't{'"~s fol1o\\"ed hy the various 
disriples ... and Sail I of Tar~IL~. The Spirit (Ii Cod is ~til1 re\'caling 
to honest hearts thc mar\,{')olls tr\1lh .... of .k .. II'; :Ind I Ii .. sa\"illt:" grace. 
This Christma ... w(' may earh ({'ct'in' ncw fl·Ytla\;(ns of !li~ wonderful 
purposes and power TIl(' r('"e1ations will not come to liS through a 
ncwsp.,pcr hut throuJ.!h til(' Bihle. the \\'nrd of Trlllh. and through 
the Iioly Ghost. the Spirit of Truth. 
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. We believe Ihe Iiihlf to be 
th.. ''''l!lrcd "I'd o"ly ",bL)oIoL .. ~"d ~tUh<>,'iuli,·e 
Wonl "r {;Dd. WE IlFl.IL\'E Ih~1 IhHC i, ""'e 
(,001. clunally ('xi,'cn, in 11,,(,<, pcr'Ol" God the 
Father. (, .... 1 Ihe ~'n. ~nd (:00 Ihe Holy (;ho-<I 
\\ E 1IE1.IE\'" in Ihe dcit)· nf ,-,,,r Lord Jr',,' ehr;.t. 
in II;. ,·i'l/;n binh. in Hi ... inlc •• life. in IIi. 
mi'.1e\c'. il: f l i. ,·K:Hi<>,,< an,l 8 ' 0I,inll" dca.lh. ;n IIi, 
1~~!il)' rr .. urtttli"". in II" """cu,i"n 10 Ihe right 
h.",d of Ihc Falhcr. and in II;, 1"""''''''[ fUlure TC' 

I"rn 10 thi ... ,\rlh in ""' ...... and RLnry ID rule 0'·'" 
th" n.lIio".. WE BELIEVE thaI the only mean. 
uf h .. mk d .. "n""IImm .in i. Ih,ou~h rCI'cnt""ce and 
bill: in Ih .. 1"(CIOU_ hLOO<! 01 ("hr,,'. 

\\1-; IIFL/EVE Ihat '''I1:<:''c,,,,ion by the Holy 
~piri l i. "h."lulely e .... n li a! fo, I'e,~ona\ uh·"ti"". 
\\"F JlEI.IE\,~: tll.~t Ih~ 'C'lc"'r'i'·e ."'ork of Chr;~1 
'''' Ihe no", I"o'·;d~. h .. aling 0 Illc lI"ma" hody in 
a" ... · ... 10 belie'·;,,!! pr"YH. \\'1-: nEI.IE\·E Ihal 
the napl;.", "I the 11,,1), SI!lrtt. a~c"rrling In '\CI< 
J:4. ;. I:""·~n to ~Iie,' .. r~ ""ho a.k for;t WE liE· 
UE\''': ;n Ih~ "-,ncIilyinj;/ po« .. r (,I Ihc Iioly Spirit 
by ,,·bo ... i"d ... ellinl:" the C"hri.lian i. cnalokd 10 li,e 
., b.,\y life. WE BF.LlEVE in thc ruurreclioo of 
~Ih Ih ... n'"cd a"d thc InSI. Ihc one 10 c'e.buinll" 
hrc an,1 Ihe olh~r 10 c,·crlaJt;"k d;tnm~t;on. 
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THE NaMe WHICH IS 
ABOVE EVERY NAME 

PHILIPPIANS 2:9 WE READ, 

;'Wherefore God also hath highly ex
alted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name." 

When 1 was a child the Christmas 
season was about ten days long, but 
now the merchants are stretch ing it 
from Labor Day to New Year's. No 
other fest ive occ..1.sion has enjoyed such 
expansion. George \Vashington's birth
day still occupies just olle day. The 
dimensions of I ndepcndcnce Day are 
firmly fixed. Armistice Day has al
Illost disappeared, but Christmas gets 
bigger every year. Wby? 

From the vi ewpoint of business the 
aflSwer is not hard to find. Ko one 
is morc aware than the merchant that 
the Name of Jesus is a " name which 
is above every name." His birthday is 
responsible for the biggest sales of the 
year. It is a Name to be reckoned 
with in dollars and cents. 

But beyond the commercial appeal, 
what is there about the Christmas sea
son which takes such a hold on the 
lives of men? I think the ans\ver is 
in our sea rch for happiness. It is the 
expression of an inward long ing. It 
is a cry for the love of God . 

A minister friend told this experience. 
H e said that in a certain church where 
he pastored it was customa ry for the 
chi ldren to come with their parents to 
the morning worship service, then just 
before the sermon the children would 
march out to their various classroom s. 
As they marched past the pulpit he 
always tried to smile at each little 
child. But apparently he didn't always 
succeed. One day a little curly-haired 
four-year-old ran out of the proces
sion and threw herself into the arms 
of her mother, sobbing as though her 

Listen to C. M. Ward every Sunday night 
over REVIV,4.LTJ.\IE. the Assemblies of God 
radio broadcast that is heard ove r the NBC 
network and independent stations from coast 
to coast and around the world. 

December 21, 1958 

A Radio Address by C. M. WARD 

heart wa::; broken. r\fter the service 
the pastor sought out the mother and 
asked the reason for the lears. Re
luctantly the mother quoted the little 
girl as saying, "/ smiled up at God, 
but / Ie didn't smile tack at me." T o 
that little child . this lllini~ter stood for 
God. He had failed to smile as she 
passed by, ~l1ld for her the world went 
dark! 

T here i:-; a light fhat peek..; through 
the terrible darkness of this world at 
Christmas time. and men and women 
inwardly long for the smile of God 
as desperately as the child longed for 
her minister's smile. 

It is the Spirit of Christ tbat makes 
Christmas . You can buy toys any day 
of the year. You can have stuffed 

turkey any time rou wam it. There 
arc ail kinds of opportunities for mu ... il· 
and parades. It isn't just cclehratiom 
and presents and things. There's :-.011\('

thing more ~igllificallt that get.-; into 
the world when men hegin to think 
about Jesus. 

I ha,·e had a feeling in rccetH \'ear~ 
that behind the lengthening of the 
Chri:-.tmas season there is the unutter
able cry of a war-"·e,,ry alld ~1lJ

cur:-.ed race for a bit of comfort. a 
short recess, a moment of healing. 

The stubhorn fact is that the gOSI){'1 
is not something able men have created. 
I t is not wishful thinking. / t is nOt 
a popnlar bit of fi ction ,h:ll has be
rome a best "eller. It is somethinl; 

(Co..,tmucd on pogc t~lIr1y.one) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .., ~ i ®ur <lIqristmas JJf east ~ 
~ ~ ~ Ihr "'or/d by 1i·isdom k,,,·w )'0/ God. ". 

i :~~~:;~;;;'~~~;'~:~~~j~;:;;':~'~::' i: ~~,~:~" " G",I- I 
~ Our hearts are made for truths OUr minds ne'er grasp, ~ 
Y So let us feast upon this Holy Bread. ~ 
~ Here at the lowly crib we humbly bOW'~' .J:~ 
~ The Holy Babe to worship and adore. 1-,' 
!' A virgin mother holds Him tenderlY-~ ~ 
~ The holy feast is spread forevermore. ,,, 
~ No wisdom or philosophy of man " 
~ Can understand or know this mystery- i 

T~~ ~7:g s~;u~~f:oa:: ~7e u:p!: :u::. form ~ 
The heart alone can trace this mystery ,,., 

Through fields of revelation where it dwells, = 
Come! let us open wide the inner heart ~ 

; And fe •• ' on T .u,h which ,e •• on nev::,:,~I:~'i91" Full,N' i 
~~~~~~~~~~l!iil!iil!ii~~l!ii~~~~~ 
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7 he Christ Child comes with soft, light feet 
To touch earth's paths, and make them sweet, 
Where'er those shining footsteps fall 
New light and hope are over all~ 
New love sprin gs lip beneath theer tread, 
New glory on the old is shed; 
And he w ho follou.'s lvhere they go 
Tastes a deep joy no others know, 

rrllE LITTLE () I.: Ol,; I' OF L,\D1ES 

hreathed a sigh of relief when at la st 
the Christmas box was a1\ neatly 
packed, tied, and labeled. The next 
morning the expressman would call for 
it, and soon it would be on its way 
to the home mission workers, 

Quickly they left the home of the 
president, 1\1 rs, Dunning, and went 
their separate ways, some to do a little 
~hopping, others hurrying home 10 put 
up a tn:e or to fillish Some baking. 

Mrs. DUllning set the box aside and 
hurried downtown to fini sh her own 
shopping. Later that evening she re
turned home tired but happy, and 
wrapped the g ift s she had selected with 
10\' ing care for relatives and fri ends. 

That night she dreamed an angel 
proclaimed that Christ would visil each 
home in the communi ty on Chri stmas 
Day. E\'eryone made elahorate prepa
rations for Ihe expected Vi sitor. Early 
o n Christma-; morning l\lrs. Dunning 
opened her fronl door and there was 
the l\la ster coming up the walk. S he 
invited II illl in out of the cold and 
tried to make J lim most welcome, 

Filling her arms with the expensive 
gifts she had bought the evening be
fore, she laid them at Hi s feet and 
knelt before H illl in worship. But with 
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hardl y a glance at the beauti ful pack
ages lie walked to the corner of the 
rOO111 and picked I1p the carton Ihat 
had heen packed for the missiol,aries. 

\\'ith a loving, pitying look at the 
woma11 He said, "You have made a 
mistake. Thne arc the gifts ),011 meant 
for J\lr."' 

Emharrassed and ashamed she cr ied 
Qut, "Oh. no, 1,0rd, Ihose arc 110t for 
you. That is only a box of u!:.eJ cloth
ing and di scarded toys for somc home 
!l1I SSI0nancs. The~e co~tly gifts wcre 
meant for YOII." 

But in a low, gen lle voice the :-.rastcr 
said, "Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto Ol1e of the 1ca ~ t of these ... , ye 
havc done it unto mc." So saying, He 
lifted the box in II is anll S and went 
Jlis way. 

1\lrs. Dunning awoke, trembling and 
ashamcd. Ovcr und over ill hcr mind 
rang the words o f Jesus: ;'Jnasmllch 
as ye have done it unto one of the 
!ca!:t ... yc have done it unto me," 

So that was thc gift they had of
fered to l-I illl- to the Christ who was 
Himself the greatest Gift ever given! 

Unable to erase the feeling of guilt 
from her troubled mind, !\lrs. Dunning 
prayed earnestly for forgiveness. As 
soon as the breakfast dishes wcrc done 
she called each member of the group 
and urged them to meet at her home 
that afternoon. Although they were 
busy, the excited voice of their presi
dent aroused their curiosity and they 
were all present for the special meet
ing. Simply but vividly l\[rs. Dunning 
told her dream. Hearts were touched 
and tears flowed, for each felt ashamed 
and guilty before God. 

After they had prayed together, they 
began to plan another box. They sorted 

the contents of the first one, keeping 
out those articles worth sending and 
discarding the rest. 

"\Ye ~till have ti lile to get more 
gifts," :\Irs. Dunning said. "\\'1" can 
gel them ready today and meet again 
tomorrow to pack the hox.'· 

·'\.'es, and let's make the gifts for 
the missionaries really wo rth while," 
~uggested one. ;'\\'e can buy for them 
just as if we were buying for some 
of our own families. If all the boxes 
they receive are like the ones we usually 
scnd it l11u~t be a test of their con
secration every lime they rece ive one." 

.\:,; a result of their planning, good 
warm clothing \\"a:> brought in fo r the 
man and hi s wife il1 charge of the 
mission station. And when Beth Dunn
ing, who was sixteen. learned that the 
girl of the missionary family was her 
own age and size, she insisted all send
ing her a new skirt she had never worn. 
Clothing and toys were also included 
for the younger children. 

The climax of the afternoon came 
when !\Irs. Dunning' s youngest daugh 
ler went to her play room and got 
her largest, newest doll. ';Here, ).[ama," 
she s<tid, holding it out. " Send it to 
the miss ionaries' little girl. Mayhe she 
never had a dolly like thi s." 

• • • 
\\'hen the box arrived a t lhe mission 

station the family gathered around. All 
were quiet---e\"en the youngest little girl 
-as the father opened it. Of COllrse, 
it wouldn't do any good to hOI>C, 
thought Ihe six teen-yea r-old daughter, 
yet one couldn't help wishing for some
thing m .... ' to wear. 

At last the box was open, and there 
was a joyous cry of delight as the big 
doll was hllgged close il1 the arms of 
a little girl who truly had never oWlled 
anything so beautiful. 

\Vhen the last gift had been removed 
from the box and duly admired, the 
family knelt together in prayer and of
fered broken words of thank s to Ihe 
Father above . inVOking His richest 
blessings upon the people who had sen t 
the gifts. 

But to lhe little group who packed 
the box, the greatest blessing was in 
knowing that inasJIluch as th ey had 
dOlle it for the JIlissiollarirs they fwd 
do"e it !f//to Christ; and they rejoiced 
in the knowledge of having given good 
gifts to the Christ of Christmas. 

- So S. Bmm"r 
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Mrs_ Grrblmg and 0 portIon of the gifts 

My l'AlI.IL\' ,\::-;0 I ARRl\"ED AT TilE 

Delbert Gribling home in Pho{,nix just 
the day before the allnual ,\rizona 
\\'.\IC Comcmion In!,t year. \\'c found 
it a heehive of acti"ity, with Mrs. 
GriLling. district w;'o.rc president, pre· 
paring food for special Illcah, wrapping 
packages for the Ill i s~ionarics, making 
last-minute arrangements at the church, 
and attending to a Illultitude o f other 
dctarls. 

The Grihling's had just returned from 
a quick trip to Southern California 
\\here they had gone with a truck and 
trailer to pick up a load of clothing 
and other suppl ies that the :;;outhern 
California \\,~IC's had gathe red for 
dist ribution among the Arizona Indians. 

The Ch ri l:l tmas party for the mis
sionaries to the Incli:ms has bccome a 

Mrs. Gribling ond the Sterling Stewarts 
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We'll Never Forget 

THE ARIZONA W Me 

CH I 

BY STERLING STEWART 
.l/iss;uu(Jr'Y tQ EI ,'i<lh"r/(Ir 

permanent and important pan of the 
annual com"ciltion, \\ hich i~ ah\ a)":-. hel;1 
in December. I n fact, it ha~ become 
the highlight of the colI\(,lHioll. So 
lIluch planning and prcparation goes 
into assembling gifts for the occasion 
that even the hn~illcs~ se~~ions which 
prC(:cde the party ring wi th the joy 
of Chri~tmas. 

.\ 11 during the cOII\'ctlliOIl the pile 
of gi ft s grew hi gher ami higher under 
the big. heautiful tree. Pastors came 
with their groups from all ove r the 
state, bringing boxes filled with callmd 
goods and other grocerie~ which were 
fina lly lined up all the way aero:.s the 
front of the Fir:.t .\s:-.embly ill Phoeni x. 

?l ly hean was touched when some
one told mc that some of the small, 
struggli ng chu rches had not been able 

M issionetles p:Jrticipoting in pfOOtom 

to fill their boxes, and the pastors 
them~eh-es had taken alit of their ow n 
meager sllpply to finish fill ing Ihelll. 
Besides thc groccr ic~ there were my
riads of other gift~ from \\"),1 C g roup~. 
The sacrifice wa~ laid high upon the 
altar of the church. 

The last day of the convention was 
the big day-the day of the Ch ri~tmas 

p.art)'. All of the Illi~~ionarics, dressed 
in the colorful regal ia of their tribe~, 

m~lrched into the audi torium. The placl' 
wa~ filled with pcople--t ho~e faithful 
mcmhers of the churches who arc co
workers \\'itb thc Ill issiona,rics. making 
it possible for them t.o· COn tinue tlwir 
labors for the Lord. Leading the pa
rade with Sister Grihling was ),Iary 
Camphell, Southern California District 
\\':-'IC president. who wa!'. abo the CQ,lI
vention ·speaker . Then followed the 
newest recru it s to the Lo rd's army
the ).iissioncttes and finally the thirty
five missionaries who wcre present. 
Our eyes were \\'et with tcars as we 
realized afresh what a privilege is ours 
to he called of God to be a part of 
thi s great army going forth in the po wer 
of the I ioly Spirit to defeat the foe. 

\Ve took our places on the pl. ... tform , 
and then came the di st ribution of the 
g ift s by the pastors and \v~lC Illem~ 
bers. \ Vhat a demon stration of the joy 
o f giv ing! Tho:.e who gave were as 
enthusiastic and hlessed as those who 
received. The glory o f God fi lled the 

(Continued on next page) 
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hou<,e as spontaneous prai!)e flowed 
heaven ..... ard from the entire congrega· 
tion . The missionaries wt:re realizing 
what a blessing all that food would 
be throughout the long winter months. 
The linens and other gifts would bring 
joy for !)everal Chri ... tmases to come. 

Our children, DaYic\ and Becky, were, 
J believe, the happiest and most excited 
chi ldren in the world. Many months 
before, Sister Gribling had contacted 

every vn.1 C group in the district to 
give each the responsibility of a por
tion of the project to supply us with 
cloth"s for our next four years in EI 
Salvador. They had responded above 
all expe<:tatiolls, and nothing \\-as left 
undone. \\Oc arc gratefu l to all who 
gave us stich a wonderful Christmas. 

Afte r the convention was over and 
the gifts packed in the ca rs, all the 
missionaries were invited to drive past 

The Babe of Beth/ehem-

the GribJing home to finish loading 
their cars with still more supplies. There 
were boxes upon boxes of clothing that 
had been sent from Nebraska, Southern 
California, and Arizona to be given to 
1 ndian Christians. 

\Ve shall never forget our experience 
at the Arizona Chri stmas party. ~Iay 
God cont inue to bless the work and 
sacrifice of the \Vomen's Missionary 
Council. <III <III 

SON OF GOD AND SON OF MAN 

T HAT JE St:S CHRIST TilE SON 011 

God should become the Son of Man, 
the Sav iour of the world, is the greatest 
wonder of all hi story. It is the greatest 
paradox known to man . He was the 
only sinless man who ever lived, yet 
lie died as a !l in offer ing for the 
sinner. 

Jeslls is supreme and uniqu e in His 
capac ity. li e W1"ote no hook s, yet end· 
less volumes speak of I-I im. He never 
estahlished a college, yet hundreds of 
institutions arc erected to lli s glo ry. 
1Ie was not a graduate of any school 
of learni ng, yet at lhe age of twelve 
1 Ie baffled the doctors of the law in 
the temple. 11c received no medical 
degr.ee, but ;'he healed their sick." 

He appreciated great crowds, yet took 
special interest in e\·cry individual. 1 Ie 
associated with the wisest, yet received 
little children. lie led no army, never 
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BY J. S. EASTMAN 
Malml Carmd, lllillois 

married, and had no family; yet lIe 
has a vast number of blood-washed 
ones whom H e calls His sons and 
daughters. lie was crucified and bllricd 
and might have been forgotten but for 
one thing- B e arose from the dead 
and abides in the power of an endless 
life. 

Jesus Christ is truly Immanuel! He 
is in every respect the "God-man." In· 
deed, the Old Testament prophesied 
that the l'\'lessiah would be Deity in
carnate. What a mystery! God and 
yet man! Exalted and yet debased! 
Master and yet servant! Priest and yet 
sacrifice! Undesired and yet the "de· 
si re of all nations!" In the world, yet 
the Creator of the worlds 1 

The Son of God became the Son 
of Man that the sons of men might 

become the sons of God. Man was 
made in the image of God but that 
image was marred by si n. Then Christ 
came in the image of man to restore 
man to the image of God. God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself. 

Behold the glory of the incarnation! 
The great Creator condescended to be 
like His creatures! ] [e willingly ex· 
changed· the form of God for the form 
of a slayc. 1 Ie who made mall after 
His likeness was made after the like
ness of 111en. As God He .made the 
first Adam, yet lIe came as the "sec· 
ond Adam" from heaven. Though He 
was God above all, yet He was made 
lower than the angel s for a little time. 
He became the visible image of the 
invisible God! 

"\Yhat condescension, bringing us re· 
demption 1" As God He filled all 
things; as man He was cradled in a 
mother's arms. As God He had no 
genealogy; as man He is the "seed 
of the woman." He was before Abra
ham and yet was Abraham's descend· 
ant . The Ancient of Days became the 
infant of time. He is known as the 
"everlasting Father," yet H e is called 
the " holy chi ld Jeslls." 

At once Jesus was Son of man and 
Son of God. As man He stood by the 
grave and wept; as God He called 
Lazarus forth to life. As man He 
walked on the earth; as God H e walked 
on the sea. 

The holy God became the sinner 's 
substitute. The Lord of glory became 
the "man of sorrows." Though H e 
was r ich, yet for our sakes H e became 
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poor. The Son of Cod becamc the 
Son of man ta die for IllCIl. He who 
is the "re:.urrcction and the life" wa~ 
eut off for other s. 1 [e was \\Tcathed 
wilh eternal glory, )"et won; a crowlI 
of thorns. The Illighty hand~ Ihat 
fashioned the \"orlels wcre nailed ta 
the cross. The Light of the world 
hu ng in ,>upernatllral darkness. Ill' who 
i!:i the )'Iighty God wa" crllcifil'd 
throngh weakncss. He who upholds 
all thi ngs !:itaggerl'd hCIH.'ath tllc load 
of a wooden cross. 

:\Ien said, ·'If.tholl be the Son ai 
Gad ...... Elit Gad sa id, "This is Illy 
bdo\'ed Son, III \\"hom 1 am weil 
plca ~cd. " 

What ~ h<l[[ wc say marc? J le who 

was jlldged of men and will ret jud/.:"e 
the \\'orld, is Ile IlOt the Illight)' God? 
\\'hy need wc any funhe r \\itlJc:-oses? 
How rOll!" knecs before the Son of 
Gad; 0\\'11 Him as )"0111" SaYiol1r; ac
kno w[edgc Ilim as )"0111" Lord. .... .... 

BY V IOLET SCHOONMAKER 

1 T WAS Il L' RIN G THE C!!RIST)'lA S SE,\ 

son that 1 IC;\rlled a yaluable lessotl 
cOllccrning the peace of God. 1 had 
been ~hopping for a gift and had lo~t 
Illy pm~e which cont;\ined ahOnt tWCllt)'
!,cycn dollars. 

That night r coulcl not sleep. 1 be
ra ted myself for hei n /.:" so carcless and 
thoug ht of a!1 the good Ihat mOIlC)" 

wou ld haye donc Tl1)' ('\1ildren in Ind ia. 
1 wondered wh)' 1 shoukl ha\'e lost it 
just at Christmas lime, 

Finally l aro:;.c and ~at in m)' rnck
ing chair. Thcn the Lord reminded 
!HC of P hilippial1s 4 :6, 7. Only a fe\\' 
weeks berore He had made this scrip
ture 50 re;\! la Ille in a timc of anx icly 
-" ne careful for nothing; but in C\'

erylhing b)' prayer and suppl icat ion, 
wit h thanksgi\"ing, let yom requesls be 
made knowll litHo Gad . . \nd the peace 
of Gad, wh ich passeth ail underSl<l nd
ing, shall kccp rour hearts and minds 
throllgh Ch rist Je:-' lls." 

1 realized l had hcen worrying just 
like a persan who did not kno\\" J eSlls 
as thc source of peacc! 1 began la 
fccl COll vicled thal 1 was allowi ng the 
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10-''' ai Il1UIlt"y ta rob 11Il" of tht' pe..'3t't' 
of God. 1 detl'nnined to du ju-.t what 
the \\'onl (lf (;od toIt! Ille hl do. \\'uh 
prayer ami ~up]llication 1 let Illy rc
quests he madt' knowll to (;od. . \nd 
again, a~ in tht' expcri<:lIcc ui a fcU" 
wl'ek" pre..·yiou-.. 1 lK:"J.:"all 10 n'ailll' ho,,' 
glorious j .... the..' pri\ilcgc of talkin~ wilh 
GOO. 

1 toIt! Il im ail ahOIll 111)" lo~~, and 
\\"hilc ! was spl"aking a ~ol1g of peace 
began to flood Illy ~Olll. It \\'a:; mid
night and 1 could Ilot sing aloud, hut 
o\"er and OH'r again 1 rtpt'atetl "'oftl)' 
th<: word~ of the h)'lI1l1' 

"Par m.·ay HI thl' dj'I'tlls of Illy sl'irit 
1011 iV" t 

Holls a IIIl'1uliy s.,'ull"/" thl1/1 l'sailli, 
III all'sl/(lI-lih' stmillS il 1Il/n'llsillyl.\' 

folls 
O'cr /IIy SU1i1 lih' (/11 iIlJiI';/I' j'a/III 

""'halo trnullrr 1 lrun' j'l tl1is 7,011-

lierJul /,1'0((' 

Ruril'd (laI' i'i the 11t'l/r/ uf III.\' sOIl/; 
So S('(II/'(' filai 110 l'0 .. ù'r (011 mill(' il 

m,'I/)' 

fi 'hile thl' .\'('ors of rlallity rull." 

Suddenly, a[[ my hurc!cll lifted . 
didn't mimI the loss an)' mort'. 
couldlù IIndcr ... tand the ahrupt chang-e. 
lia\\" could 1 comprchelld tll(' "peace 
that pa"set h ail unclerstanding"? Peace 
wa" mine and that was ail that mattered. 
,\ ftcr that. 1 cOlllpktcly forgot th;\1 Ill}" 

purse had 'hccn 10sl \Inti! :-.omcone a:-.ked 
whether it had ht.'cn found! 

1 bcgan to realize then that peae<.' 
i~ thc ('~se..'nt'c of Christma.... "l'eaCt~ 
011 earth" WOlS the angc1\ ~ollg. "The 
Princc of l'l'ace" had comc 10 makc 
"pcace through the hlood of his cro .......... 
lIi s voiee \\"o\Jid still the lelllpesh of 
life \\"hen 1 le rchuk('d thelll. l'carc \Vas 
lIis partillg giit to lIi:-o d i ~c iplcs on 
the lIight of Ili ~ hctrayal. Il ow liule 
the)' kllcw the fiery trial that was to 
tr)' them! Hut Ile knew. and Ile en
cOl1raged Ihem hy ;-.aying. "Ll'I not your 
hcart he trou!Jle(] , neithcr let il be 
afraid." 

Ili s fir:-.I \\"ords to His di:-ciplcs after 
lIi s resurrtctioll were, "Peace he tinta 
)"0\1. And Ihi s i ~ lli s mcssagt' ta us 
tod:'IY. Trials will COIllC. If it were 
Ilot for thc s tonus wc could uot enjoy 
Iii:; pcaœ: if thtre were no so rro\\". 
we couIc! not know J li .., comfon: if 
no ]k"l.in, lIi s healing touch. 

1 d id !lot find Illy pur:-oe ·but r found 
peace whiçh was much more prl'cious . 
It \\'<1:; God's Chri:.tmas gift to 111<:. 
.\b\· il ht, yO\\1",; :d~o! ........ 

WHERE DIO YOU - -
BURY YOUR5? 

You kilO\\" the parahll' ai tht, un· 

faithful Mc\\"ard :lIld hi~ hiddell talCl11 

as wel1 as we dn. Hut ha\'e ~·ou l'\'('r 

rl'al1y thought ahnut il in rt'latitlll to 

\'our OWIl 1ll()IH:~' and prOpl'rl)'? J lan' 

yon considerc..'d that tht' "11(':-ot t"g~" yon 

1!;l\'C banked or im'c"'H'd ma) lit' hllril"d 

in so far dO; God\ w()rk i ... çOI\Çt'rm'd) 

That':; right. Ju~t a~ Iful\" ;:a ... ii \"nu'd 
\\rapped it in a napJ.;.ill and hiddetl it 
away! 

"But.'· yon say, "1 IlIU ... t c\tpt'ntl U\)lHl 

thl" intollle irom !ll~' llIont.'y and prnpt'rt) 

10 maintain me as r grow old." 1 f "'0, 

you are ('xactl)' Iht pcrson \\·ho shou[d 

rcad Ihe free ho()klt't 011 .. h~elllhlil·-' (Ji 
(;od Gift .\nnuity .\gre('lllcnh. It {'x

plains in dctail ho\\' yvu cali bring )'om 

l'arth ly llle:.ms (lu t of hidillg and l'ut 

Ihem 10 work for Cod- ",ithout IO~1I1l! 

the ill t'ome you lIt.'t·I!. In fact. thl' i/l

filme lIâght juil/III'.\" (lI' ;'lCn'IIJ,'â 

You should look intI) thi.., torla)" ~t'Il(1 

thl' coupon for )'our frel" hooklct. 

M. B. HETZEL 
434 W. Pacifie St" Springfield 1, Mo, 

Pleose send me your f ree booklet 
Assemblies of God Gift Annulty 
Ag ree ments. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY ... STATE 
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T ilE LONIUEST TIME I:" A PRISON 

inmate's life is the Ch ri !>tmas holiday 
seaSOI1. Ilc not only mis~cs th e gaiety 
of lhe Yllletide. hut abo the giving, 
('ven more than the gifts. AllO\'e all 
else, he 11Iis~cs the " togethcrncs!>" that 
has hecome an t\merican tradi tion at 
Chri stmas time. To supply these needs 
III saine small way and at the same 
time to present the occa!>ioll as the 
birthday of e h!"i !>! i ~ One of the many 
duties of a pri~on chaplain. 

\Vecks hefore Christmas the inmates 
begin mnking purses, billfolds, belts, 
rugs, and other articles to send home 
as presents. 1 have seen them do with-
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-
By R. S. WATSON , Prison Chaplain 

Ollt thing~ they needed in order to bu)' 
matcrinl for the!>e gifts. T hen the)' 
would become so excited over the gi ft s 
that they would se nd them home long 
hefore the Chr i!>tmas season began. Jt 
is easy to tell where a prisoner's 
th ough ts arc as he sits s il ent ly in the 
cell. yard, or chape l and stares into 
!>pace . Ch ri !>lmas is a time for home
goi ng and his thoughts arc 011 home. 

:\ lthough it i" 1101 usually permissible 
to send food through the ma ils to Kilhy 
Pri w n (:\lontgomery, Alahama), it ha s 
been the Cll!;tom for several years to 
allow each inmate one food box frOIl1 
home J.t Chri stmas . A list of approved 

..-• 

items IS . issued well in advance of the 
receiving date, and the inmate ::ends 
thi s lis t home for his family to obse n 'c 
as they pack his box. It .would be 
hard to expla in the joy and excite
men t ill the face of a prisoner as he 
opens that one box and pulls alit a 
much-longed-for chocolate c<"Ike or sOllie 
other food , 

But there is another side to this pic
lure. It is the si tuation of the man 
who has been in prison so long that 
he has lost contact with the olltside 
world. 

.. \Vhat arc your folks sending rOll 

this Christmas, Joe?" 
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"I don't have anyone left out there," 
is a common reply, Or, "I onl\' had 
one ~ister the la.,t time I heard and 
I don't know where !!hc is 1I0W," 

.-\s a means of helping these for. 
gotten men, the Chaplain 's office here 
makes a !!urvey each year and builds 
a fi le on inmates who will 110t receive 
packages from home during the Christ· 
mas sea~on. \\'hen Ihis li"l is COIll· 

pleted, church and civ ic group!! are 
contaCled and asked to adopt as Illany 
men as they can for aile year. 1'11(,-;<: 

groups arc fu rni shed wilh a list of the 
items the men will be permitted to re
cei\·e, toget her with :l.s many names as 
they re<llIesL In addition to this, they 
arc givell a bit o f pt·rsonal data about 
the inmate as rcgards his interests in 
order for them to write to him, plus 
sizes oi his shirt, :,ocb. s!.oe~, aTHI 
underwear, Shirt:-. alld undercloth ing 
Illust be solid white cotton, and socks 
1U1I"t be solid colors with 110 flowers, 
dots, or darts. and shoes Illust be solid 
black or brown. T her Illusl be shipped 
hy the store whe re lhey arc purchased. 

"This \ear I reccivcd Ill \' first letter 
and Chri ~tlllas package in ti1(~ scvent een 
years [ ha \'e b~n here," aile lllaTl said 
last Christmas. 

The small iron·harred cells are hOlllc 
to thc men, and they will do al11l0st 
anyt hing within reason to give their 
cells the Chri '> tlll:1$ touch. Small sprays 
of holly and a few inches of tin se l 
will he fOllnd dangling frolll the center 
of the ceilings. Greeting cards are often 
displayed as a me:1ns of Showing the 
number of friends an inmate has in 
the "frec" world , 

Chapel se rvices are wcB attended in 
prison during the Chri stmas holidays. 

:\1 lIch time is spent by the inmates 
in decorating the chape l and in prepar· 
ing the Christmas program. Last 
Christmas we presented a play, "A 
Christmas :\I iracle," which was w rit· 
ten by our organist. 

This year's program will again fea· 
ture our robed choir, and plans are 
underway to presellt a portion of 
I landel's Mcssiall. Our choir ha s grown 
lIntil we only ha\'e about half enough 
robes for the group. \Ve arc praying 
fo r mOlley with which to buy 1110re. 

It would he h:\I·d 10 pui on papcr 
the joy i, gives a prison chaplain to 
hand a present to a man who has 110 

earthly tics Oil the other side of these 
cold steel bars. Can you lIllagll1C the 

{Continued on poge 31 ) 
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New Church • 
ill Nebraska 

BY L E. WILKINS 

I T WAS I~ jn.)', 1954, \\ In __ ' A ~1·\I 
her of brethren g:'\thcrcd til Kearney, 
Xebraska (a cit.\' of IS,eKO), ami 
pitched a tent at 26th Strert anrl \ H ' · 

nue "G." Re\'ival ~ef\'il"l.':-' \H'n' ~tarll'tl 
at onCl' \\ ith F L ~ohO\k:l ~b c\-an 
geli_~1. llrotht'r Sohotka grew up III 

Kearne), as a Cillholil', il1\(l this f;l('t 
attracted many 10 the mi.'l, t illg~. :-\('ar· 
hy pastors and tlll.'ir c()ngn'galtOlb 
helped in the sen'ice." 

1 n\erest \\'a~ excell('1\t and a I1UI1l· 

her of p('ople dt'~ir('d an .\~' i.'l1lhl;t' _~ 
of God church in their cltv \\-t' Wt'H' 

a~ke<1 to come and c;-;t;thli:h a chlll"t'h. 
and after much prayer \\·c r<·,ig:-lI~d t h~ 

churt'h at Lexington. Xl'hra~ka, and 
took up 0111" dutie:-. here , 

\\"e were granted the me (If a hall 
-rent frcc- -for the ~~'f\'ire", alld it 
wa::. our church for on'r thrci.' H'ar~ 
Snell people attl'ndt'(\ UHr fir .. t - Sun· 
day School ~e,,~i()n. SiIKl' tl[('n \\ l ' 

ha\·c had a stcady growt h and art' 110\\' 

averaging about sixty. 
Con-tnlc tion of a 1IC\\ church at 

28th ~ trcet ancl .\VCllllC "1[" wa~ 
started in Octo\)er, 1956, T he iJllildillg' 
is 45 by 70 fCCI and has a flll1 hast'· 
mc nt, It is a framc structure, \'eneuc<I 
with ';rose velour" split t ile, 

We h~\\"e $15,Q(() invcsted in the 
property which 11:l~ becn nppraised at 
$40,Q((). Only $1.500 was paid Ollt ior 
labor. \\-e owe at prcscnt approxi· 
mately $7,Q((). \\'e arc gra teful to the 
\\'\IC's of the district \\ho ga\'c a 
total of $3,0Cl0 toward our property 
and building program. 

Dcdkalioll ~l'nit't,,, W('f(' hel,l ~Iay 

(I, 1t):;R with 250 people III :It!t·mlann'. 
Spt'akt·r,.; oj the (\a\· \\l'n· Clydt' King, 
d I ,.; t ric t .. ('cret;try·trl'a_uft'r, Ro,,('{)(,' 
l.(:al'h, cli.,trict C .\ I'rc.,ifit-nt, and 
J.. \\. Dickifhon, di,.tril'l __ upt'rinli.,tHI. 
l'nl. 

\\"t' are H'r\' grateful to till' I,onl 
for tht' I\On(\cl ful grollp of pe(lplt" lit' 
has 1-!iH'n th here, _\I~o \\t' al'preciatt' 
tl1(" \\ay III \\hirh the di.,tril't "tnod l,y 
\I" 111 thi:-. !ll'\\ field \'l'ntlll'{' 

• • • 
TIl(' :--':atinnal Ilolll{' \I!~ .. i{)ns Ilt' 

pat tlllt'nl' ha~ t'~lahb"l1t'd a fllnrl to Iwlp 
lI(,t'dy di:-.triCb ill th~'lr chllrch ('xten· 
,,1011 t'lldcayor~, Snow of the di,tril'''' 
havc heen expat:<ling qultc rapidlv and 
art' in need of financial ;h~i.,t;tl\c('_ 

Your ofiering .. for Ihi.~ importallt work 
of rhurch extfn .. ion and c\';\tll-;di/a tiof! 
art' \\ekomed" Clearly <it',igll:ltt' your 
('ontrihution fur \"j'l'dy n,slnrt /-"rllld 
and ~end it to---

!I()\!E \IISSIO:--':S 1)E I' \1': \'\II'.:\T 

l.lt \\\,,,t I'ariiil' ~tn'{,l 

"1)rinV;lit'ld I. \li~"ol1ti 

- -----= ...... -- /'\. 
- - -

New Assembly of God in Keorney, Nebrosko Poster ond Mrs l. E_ W.lk,ns (obove) 
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('anh. Can you figur(' what it lllU ... t 
havc been like for the didnc Son of 
Cod to take upon H ims('1f the forlll 
of a man? C. S. I,ewi ... , professor at 
(h:ford, put it this way, ' Jf you want 
to get the hang of the incarnation, 
Imaginc what you \\-ould feel like if 
yOIl had to becollle a cockroach or a 
garden slug.' 

"It wasn't merely that the Lord be
came a human being. lie became sin 
for lb. Think of Him hanging on the 
cross. with tbe sins of the world lIpon 
Ilill1, so awful that God the Father 
could IlOt be with Ili m. That's why 
lie cried alit, ':\ I y God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me;'" 

BY DOROTHY C. HASKIN 

:.rary ,\nn stirred uneasily a1l(1 Dcnise 
.~tared at her new walch. After aU, 
it ;:,'as Ch ri.~tmas morning. But :\11'. 
:\Iullens went on. "r know what we 
llsually think of around Christmas time, 
hut we !>holl ld aha remembe r what it 
COst the Lord for us to have Chri:;l
mas. Sometimes I \\-ont\er if the great
est cO:.t of all is the fact that to so 
many He is st ill a "tranger." 

"What do you mcan, Dad~" Ken 
a ... kecl. 

"'r]J~. ~ln.I.I-::-;s I'\MILY ]I\D G.\TII

e(ed :Iround the Christmas tfec. Dad 
was '>ilt ing in hi s casy chair drinking 
hi.., breakfast coHN:, a fresh supply of 
lies and hOl\se sl ippers on the floor 
beside him. Mom wa:s already wearing 
her new pale pink llylon du.., tcr. S('v("l1-
Iccn-),car-old Denise was admiring her 
watch. Ken had 1>('cn out to try hi s 
new bike and now he was ~tacking 
his books, s \\'ca t('r .~, and assorted ·' Iool." 
:>Olar), ,\nn was playing' wilh her new 
doll and doll h OllS<!. 

:-'Ir. 1\lu11cIIs put dO\\1\ his empty 
coffee cup and leaned back, "Kids, of 
all the Chril>tmas gifts. which one do 
rOil think is the most costly?" 

"1\l y bike," Ken spoke up. 
":-' Iy watch:' Denise said dreamily. 
"1\ly doll house," Mary Ann "aid 

proudly. 
·'No. Think a little! T herc':; some

thi ng for Ch ri~ttllas that co ... !s more 
thall any bike or watch or doll house." 

"You mean sOlllething we ain't got?" 
Ken asked, 

'; \\'e haven' t ," his mother 1lll1rnmred 
ali toillaticall y, 

"No, it 's something that I hopc e\'
cry mem ber of th is farn ily has re
eeh-ed." 

" Dut, Dad, we dOIl' t receive many 
real cxpr,lSivc presents," Del1i:;e said. 
"What is it ?" 

10 

" l think I know," ;\Iary ,\1111 ~'1id, 

pUlling dowlI ht.'r doll and facing her 
father \\ ith a qui('l smill'. 

""'hat is it. Chernh~" 
" '1'1 I 0 I J- .. le ~ rc ,-SIIS. 

" That' s right ." 
:'1<11')' Ann ran to him and crawled 

onto hi s lap. ;\Ir. Mullens held her 
tight ly and said, "I don' t want any of 
yOIl to forget that Christians !:I tartctl 
thi !:l celebration hecause of the gre:lI 
Gift, the gift of God's Son, 

"Remember, the Lord knew what l1e 
was gettint:' illlu before lie came to 

"\Veil. we celebra te His birthday, we 
call upo n Hi s name. wc huild churches 
in Ilis honor. but I wonder how ma ny 
of us really ~pelld tilll/' with ]Iim ?" 

AO one spoke for a mi nut e, Kell 
stacked h is hooks a little ncatcr. Denise 
tapped her fOOL impatiently. :\! rs. 
:'Illilens picked IIp lhe Bihle and g;l\,(

it to her husband. "But wc can kno\\' 
Ilim," she said, "and we ca ll begin 
now. Suppose you f('ad liS the Chri~t
mas !:I tor),." 

;\[r. r..lullell s grinned, halancec\ l'lary 
, \1111. and hegan reading the Chri!>tma" 
"'lOrr to the family. ... ... 

CRADLE HYMN 
BY ISAAC WATTS 

Sleep, my b .. be! All foo d and r a ime nt. 
HOU l e and home we will pro vide ; 
All with neither car ... n or p a yment, 
Every want il well l uppi ied . 

How much be tter you're .. ttende d 
Than the Son of Cod at birth, 
When from hea ven He delcended, 
And became a child on earth. 

Soft and fluffy i. yo ur cra dle: 
COllne and hard the Saviour la y, 
Whe n Hi. birthplace was '" Ita ble 
And His softe"t bed wa . h",y. 

'Twas to lave UI , child, from dyin&" 
Save our l ouis from burning flame, 
B itter groans and endle .. crying, 
That the ble.t Redeemer came. 

May y ou live t o "now .. nd fear Him 
Trul t and love Him all your d a YI , 
Then &,0 dwell forever near Him: 
See Hil face and ling Hi. praile ! 
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f or rile Ju" ior Reod~ 

A 
Christlllas 

Quiz 

How well can you do on this quiz about 
the first Christmas? All questions should 
~ answered either "true" or "false." 
Circle the statements that are true. Cor
rect the statements that are false. 

1. Jesus was the fir stborn son of Mary. 
2. He was born in a stable in Jerusalem. 
3, The Bible specifically mentions that 

three wise men came to visit Jesus. 
4. After the shepherds visited the stable 

and saw the baby Jesus, they went back 
to their sheep and told no one what had 
happened. 

5. Herod asked the wise men to bring 
him word of where the infant Jesus was 
because he really wanted to wo rship him. 

6. A court adviser secretly told the wise 
men that Herod didn't mean that-he 
really wanted to kill jesus. 

7. Jesus never went to Egypt while here 
on earth. 

8. Joseph was Jesus' true fath er. 
9. Jesus was born during the reign of 

Julius Caesar. 
10. Mary and Joseph had left Nazareth 

jUst before Jesus was born because of a 
taxation decree from Caesar. 

11. The shepherds were very happy when 
they first saw the angel. 

12. Only one angel appeared to the shep
herds, 

13. The sign the angel told the shep
herds they would find was that there 
would be wise men at the stable-a very 
unusual thing. 

14. Jesus was born in a stable because 
Mary and J oseph couldn't afford 10 pay 
the rent for a room in the inn. 

IS. An angel told Joseph that the child's 
name should be "Jesus." 

AKSWERS 
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DAILY BIBLC ItCACINGS BY It. G. CHAMPION 

Monday, Delembe, 22 
Read : Matthew 25:14-28 
Learn : "He shall reward e"ery man ac
cording to his works" (Matthew 16 :27). 
For the Parent: (AdJitional material on 
"Rewards of Christian Service" will be 
found on Sunday's Lesson page.) From 
this parable, remind the group that the 
Lord rewards all who sen'e Him-and 
rewards can be either j:tood or bad. Em
phasize the idea of using all Ihe lalents 
God has gi"ell us. Discuss various types 
of talents besides the ones usually con
sidered, such as faithfulness, 10"e, grati
tude. etc. 
Quedion T ime: How does this parable 
illustrate both good and bad rewards? 
(vv. 21-28) \Vhat are some talents God 
has entrusted to us? (See above) 

T ue,day, De<embe, 23 
Read : Luke I :26-38 
Learn : "And of his kingdom there shall 
be no end" (Luke 1 :33). 
For the P arent : This l)aSsage deals with 
events prior to the birth of Christ. It 
tells: (I) how the angel al1l101l11ced to 
Mary that she would be the mother of 
jesus; (2) how the angel called her 
"highly favored" and "bles$ed') it was a 
gl'ea t honor and I'espollsibility which was 
entrusted to her : (3) that with (;od 
nothing is impossible: (4) of :-'Iary's sur
render to the will of God. 
Que.tion Time : How did )'fary find out 
she was chosen to be the mother of 
j esus? (vv. 26-32) What was her reac
tion to this news? (vv. 34, 38) 

Wedne,day, Delembe, 24 
Read : Luke 1:39-56 
Learn : "Blessed is she thai believed: 
for there shall be a performance of those 
things which were told her from the 
Lord" (Luke 1 :45). 
For tbe Perent : Review yesterday's ma
terial. Discuss Mary's visit to Elizabeth. 
(:-. tore detai ls are also fou nd in Luke 
1 :5 ·25 and 57-SO.) Also point out ~1ary's 
fa ith in the \Nord of God, as strongly 
emphasized in v. -tS. Vv. 46-55 coml>OSC 
a beautiful song of l\Iary's known as 
the ":-'Iagnificat." It expresses her joy 
in the Lord and he r faith in His promises. 
Que.tion Time : \Vhat I)romise was given 
Mary because of he r faith in God's Word? 
(v. 45) What is the theme of vv. 46-55? 

Thursday, Delembe, 25 
CHRIST:-'L\S D:\ Y 
Read Luke 2.1-20 
Learn: "For unto you is horn this day 
in the city of Da"id a Sa"iollr, which 
i~ Christ the Lord"' (Luke 2' 11 ). 
For the parent : (If lime permin, it 
would also be fitting to rud ).1 althew 
1:18--2 :12.) Have ,'arious members of the 
grOUI) re"iew the Christmas story, tach 
one Jlointing out some part of it and 
its si~nificance to him. Streu e,pecially 
God's lo\'e, mere,·. and kindne,~, and the 
willingness of C1~ri"t to 1ea"e al\ tt) sa\'e 

. us. Stress also gi"ing ourselve\ eompkte
I)" to Him. 
Q\le. tion Time' \\"hat was the me,\age 
of the angels to the shepherds ) (V". 
9-14) Then what did the sitt'pherd, do? 

F,iday, Delembe, 26 
Read : Luke 14 :26-33; 17 :26-30 (Sullda)"\ 
Lesson for Juniors) 
Lear n: "If any man will come after TIlt" 
let him deny himself, and take lip hi~ 

cross, and follow me" (Matthew Ifl:24). 
F or the PaN')nt : Probably one of tile 
least popular doctrines of the Sc ripture 
is the idea of ~elf-denial, Yet it '''\~ 
one of the qualifications Chri~1 j:ta\e for 
being one of His disciples. Stress thi~ 
from Luke 14 :26-33. ~how how Luke 
17:26-30 illustrates the opposite-the ma
teriali!>tic viewpoint of this a~e. Read 
Luke 21 :34 as a warnillg to Chri,tian~. 

Que. tion T ime.: \\'hat (/lla1ifieation did 
Jesus give for diseipleshil), (:-.1 .. 1tthe ..... 
16 :24) "'hat do YOII think this Tnt'ans ) 

Satu,day, De<embe, 27 
Read : :-'Iatthew }4'13-23 (Sunday's Les
son for Primaries) 
Learn : "Give, and it sha ll be given IInlo 
you" (Luke 6 :38). 
For the Parent : Revie ..... the story of 
the feeQing of the 5,000, stressing: ( I) 
Jesus' dmcern for the I>hysical needs of 
those who listened to iIim, v. 10: (2) 
it was necessary for a lad to give II]! 

his lunch before Je~us could per form 
this ({Teat miracle, John 6:9; (3) the 
great power of Christ i1\ performing such 
a miracle; (4) He asked God's blessing 
UPOII the food-a good practice for us 
to follow. 
Que.tion Time : How did a lad play ;I 

part ill this great miracle ? (See above) 
\Vhat lesson does this point out to you? 
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GODS LOVE STILL SHINES BRIGHTER THAN THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 

BUT WE NEED TO RAISE THE SHADES TO SEE IT 

~r" E WIS~: \\1-::-; For.LOWED Tile STAN. 

to the "place where the young child 
,~a!>." Their diligent search was not 
in vain and when they found the Sav
iour they worshiped llim, 

Today, millions of artificial lights 
and .!l Iars twinkle on trees and ill the 
windows of our homes in honor of 
the Saviour . But for each of 1I'S there 
mu ... t be a new, personal revelation of 
the real meaning of Chri.!ltmas. 

Will the Chr i ... tmas season 1)'15S be
fore we even ca tch a glimpse of the 
S tar thi s year? Will it be just another 
~eason o f giving and recei"ing g-ifts? 
Or will we he enriched in our ex
perience? Afte r spending Christmas in 
Korea a young soldier wrote hOllle ... I 
think l'\'e felt the true Illeaning of 
Christmas more today than any other 
year of Illy life. There were 110 pres
ents, decorations, festivities, or unnec
e!)sary food to co\'er up the real mean
ing." 

Perhaps we abo would discover the 
true meaning of Christmas thi s year 
if we would take away some things 
which darken the window s of our 
souls . 

We need to take away first the spir
itual and temporal indifference which 
is one of the heaviest cobwebs between 
liS and the Christmas Star. As Chris
tian s we should be primarily concerned 
with spiritual things. nut are we? Or 
are we often quite indifferent toward 
the things which will bring liS closer 
to God? There isn't one of us who 
has not felt at times Olit of fellowship 
with God, David felt this many times. 
Once he cried. "\Vhy standCSl tholl 
afa r off, 0 Lord? Why h idest thou 
thyself in the time of trouble ?, (Psalm 
10:1) And again, "How long wilt 
thou hide thy face from me?" (Psalm 
IH) 

Are we indifferent when through the 
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rush of our busy li\e:> we lose that 
vital C01llmunion with Our I ,ord? Or 
do \\ e ~c('k II illl with our \\ hole heart 
as the wOlllan who diligently ... ought 
the 1o ... , coin (Luke 15:8-10)? 

It':> (·a ... y to be indiff('rent; but whcn 
this cobweb is swept away we see 
God\ shining purpose for our li\·es 
more c1\:arly. 

\\'e arc often blinc! to our own bles..,
i!lg~ and pri\·ilege:>. Chri ... tm<ls is a 
good time to replace this unthankful 
.~pirit with praisc and thallbgiving. We 
have so 11Iall), bles ... ings and too often 
we mu~t lose them before we recog
nize their true worth. 

It is ~Irange bUI trlle that lho~e who 
haye the most often act a~ though they 
hnd the /('(lst for which 10 Ix' grate· 
ful. On the other hand. the folk who 
have hncl .!leverc testings afe the ones 
who fcalize that "it could ha"e been 
wor.!lc. The)' are not blind to their 
blesloing:-;. I.ct lis ask God to help us 

n .·m(J\·C the veil of unthankfulnes:-; from 
uur t'~-C_~ this Chri,.,tmas .. ea'ion. 

\\-I'nl harl cI''''p(l ... itions ~Ollle of us 
cli ... play! \\'t' cnll them by vanou" 
name,,· , iru:-tratifm. Il(:n,ou ... ne,.,s. lack 
(If rc~\. But \\ hatc\,cr we namc Ours, 
it i-; not mefely a cohwcb or h)ind in 
tIl(' window of our :>ouls toward God 

it i ... a heavy elrape through which 
no light call enter. 
~o one l1ee<l" to he com'inced that 

nirne co"ts our nation a gren! deal. 
\\'{' arc aware of the trelllen<lOI1:> ex
[It'me of keeping up our \';I"t nctwork 
of p<"nal in...titution.... But if ~talistics 
('ould only reveal the harm done by 
our had tcmper,., it would qartle lIS 

all! Pcrhaps morc genuine unhappi· 
!It'~''' is caused hy .~irlS of thc di ... posi
tion Ihan hy sins of the ilbh. Lct"" 
appropriate thc graec of God and re-
1I10\·C this dark drape from the window 
of our Ii "es. 

Finally. wc need to take a\\'a\· "elf· 
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justification. In this we are often like 
children. A chi ld \\ ill explain. his mis
deeds by saying, ;'Johnny did it fir~t," 
or, ";\lary did it too:' as though this 
minimizes his own actions. The grown
up \'er~ion is not much different. 

A young woman was talking with a 
friend about her relationship to God 
and her need of the Saviour. The 
only answer she received was, "13tlt 

look at Betty. 1 have a much better 
disposition than she has. Therefore r 
think I'm jt1st as much a Christian." 

But it is 'not wise to compare our 
jives with those of other people. Our 
only justification can be in Ch ri st. who 
callle not to excuse tiS but to redeem 
liS from our si ns. 

H the nation had known that the 
baby who was to be born in the stable 
that night was the long-awaited King. 
a palace would not have been good 
enough for Him. Bllt J estls was 
crowded out of the inn on that first 
Christmas day ;;imply because people 
--even religious people-did not recog
nize Him. 

And He is shut out of the hearts 
of many today because we have neg
lected to keep the windows of our 
souls open to Hi m. If we are not 
careful, we shall go through another 
Christmas season buried under a heap 
of bundles . caught up in a swirl of 
activities, never once g limpsing the true 
meaning of Chri stmas. 

"But if from tbence thou shalt seek 
the Lord thy Cod, thou shalt find him, 
if thou seek him with all thy heart 
and with all thy soul" (Deuteronomy 
4029). ~ ~ 

Song of the Magi 
It shines again it! tlte evmillg gloom

The ever~leadillg Slar, 
The haunli,lg spark on the purple ,light 

We've followed so long and for! 

We seek '10 trail in lhe reaching sand 
As under the 'light we ride. 

The lantem-light from another world 
Is our unfaltering guide. 

Beyond the night with its urging dreams 
We'll fi lJd the face of Cod! 

Aud so we sing as our camels swing 
As ever they westward plod. 

Our faith is strol1g though the nights are 
long; 

And though we follow for, 
Somewhere we'll worship a llew·boTl/ Ki"g 

Whose name is the Momillg-St ar! 
-Loll \VoodrllTlI 

December 21, 1958 

Your Questions 
.. N S W ERE D BYE R N EST S. Will I .. M S 

Was Jesul the o nly berotten Son (rom 
etunity, or did He become the only be_ 
gotten Son when born of Mary ? 

The Bible indicates rather clearly 
that Jesus was the Son of God from 
eternity. "Cod sent forth his Son. 
made of a woman"' (Galatians 4:4). 
"Unto ItS a child is born, unto liS a 
son ]~ gl\'en (Isaiah 9:6). ·'God ... 
gave his only begotten Son" (John 3: 
16) . 

, , , 
I. Chri.tma. .criptural? 

\Ve do not know the exact time of 
the birth of Christ. yet it seems fitting 
that a day should be set apart to re
member that great event. 1 see nothing 
wrong in observing Christmas, although 
there might be wrong ill the '1m)' a 
persoll observes it. Christ must not be 
forgotten on the day commemorating 
His birth . 

, , , 
Did the .ta r ruide the wi.e meG all 

the way to Jeru.alem? 

The Bible says that they had "seen 
hi s star ill the cast." One commentary 
says this means that they had seen the 
star in the eastern part of the sky, 
rather than that they had seen it while 
yet in the eastern country from which 
they had come. Apparently they did not 
have the star consiantly before them. 
\Vhen they saw the star they were con
vinced a king had been born to Judah, 
and started out to find hiln. Later the 
star appeared again, this time to lead 
them to the house where Jesus was. 

, , , 
J e.u. wa. "the fird begotten," God'. 

firatborn , according to Hebrew. 1:6. Doe. 
thi. not prove that He had a beginning, 
and that He i. not the e ternal Son? 

In speaking of Christ as the first
born, the Bible emphasizes H is pre
elllll1ence. He is "the image of the 
invisible God, Ihe firstborn of every 
creature" (Colossians I :15). The 
\ Vorrell translation uses the phrase, 
;, Primal Source of all crea tion," in th is 
verse. He is also "ihe firstborn from 
the dead; that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence" (Colossians 1: 

18). \\"e know thaI lie was not the 
fir~t aile to be raised from thc dead. 
but the term firstbonl i" given to set 
forth 11 is pre-eminence in all thillg~. 
Believers arc come to the "church of 
the firstborn" (llebrews 12 :23). Thus 
the :\ew Testament Church, of which 
Christ is the Head. i~ united to the 
One \\ 110 is pre-eminent. He is the 
"'firstborn among- many brethren" (Ho
mans 8 :29). 

, , , 
Did Je.u. lay .. ide Hi. deity when He 

became man . or wa. it the u.e of Hi. 
deity that He laid a.id .. ? 

J esus did not lay aside His deity. 
j lad lie done so He would h,\\"c been 
no more than other lI1ell. lie Illight 
have been the second Adam, hut woul d 
have had only human qualities. 

There are those who believc He laid 
aside all use of His deitr. and they 
ha\'e sc riptures for their belief. The\' 
believe lie lived entirely on the hu'
man plane, doing a ll that He did and 
teaching all that lie taught through the 
power and direction of the J loly Spirit. 

It seems to me that the safest and 
most 5atbfactory explanation is that 
given by Dr. Augustus Strong-that 
lie made use of I-lis personal deity. 
but only as guided and directed by 
the Ii oly Spirit. lie had cOllie not to 
do J li s own will but the will of the 
Father who sent I I lin. Thcreforelle 
did not act upon Ili s own initiati\,t, 
independent of the will of the Father, 
but as the \\ ill of the Father was made 
known to Hill1 hy the I-Ioly Spirit. 

The apostle Pall! never tried to soh'c 
the Illystcry of the incarnation. J Ie 
was content to declare, ';Great is the 
mystery of godliness: God \\ as mani
fest in the flesh ... " (I Timothy 3:16). 
The fact of the incarnation is given 
in the Scriptures for us to belien! and 
lIot for us to understand. 

If '\'OU h(lle II $/'iriltw/ pro/!/elll /lr (III.\' 

qu<'StivlI u/!out the l1iMI', you (Irl' iIl1'1'lff/ 10 
u·rilr 10 "VOII,. QUN/IOIIS." Thl' Prull'coslu/ 
E1'lfllqrl, 434 W. Pari/ir St .. Sprluy/ir/d. 
.1fissouri. Brolhrr lViI/lams will (/ust('rr rilllrr 
ill this rO/I/lJ1II or II)' a prrsorwl lel/er (if yilll 

scw{ a stumped sclf-l/{ldrl'ssl'd 1'111·,,101'1'). 
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·.nflI!: ....... ' --..-t NEWS AND NOTES ON OUR TIMES 

PRESENT WORLD 
-

Prayer 
EVANGELICALS TO OBSERVE NATION AL 

AN D WORLD PRAYER OBSER VANCES 
A n31i0l1wide oh,>cfvancc of the Uni

versal \\'cck of Prayer i, heing planned 
hy the }!ational Associat ion of Evan
geJicab for its constitllent churches 
January 4-11, 1959. Sponsored by the 
association's Spiritual Life Commission, 
the week of prayer is being promoted 
for the third consecutive year among 
evangelical churches. 

A World Day of Prayer, abo "pon
sored by the N. A. E., is ~chcdll lcd 

for February 13. 1959. For the thir
teenth consecutive ycar the association 
is providing worship booklets and ad
ve rtising po!o;tcrs for churches desiring 
to co-operatc. 

Literature 011 either of these projccts 
nmy be had withol1t charge hy writing 
to the N. A E. office, 108 North 
1\1ain Street, \\'heaton, I1 linoi ... 

TELEPHONE EMPLOY EES' DEVOTION A L 
STARTS DAY OFF RI GHT 

Some subscribers in Charlotte, :\'onh 
Carolina, say that local le!epholrc .!oerv
icc has improved since the founding 
a year ago of an Employee De\'otiona l 
Period in the offices of Southern 13ell 
Telephone Company. 

The devotiona l per iod is held each 
\Vednesday morn ing in the lobby of the 
accou nting department. Attendance 
averages about 75, most ly from that 
department, although personnel from 
other departme nts are invited. \' arious 
pastors, laymen, and other vISitors 
have addressed the group but often 

\ the devotions are l<:d by speakers and 
musicians from their own ranks. "It 
seems to start the day off r ight," the 
employees say. 

Denominations 
MENNONITES MICROFILM 400 -YEAR-OLD 

BOOK OF ANABAPTIST WRITINGS 

A 400-year-old book of Anabaptist 
writings formerly unavailable to schol
ars has been found among the H lltterian 
Breth ren of W estern Ca nada and has 
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heen hrought to Goshen, 1 ndiana, where 
it is being microfilmed hy the i\Jenllon
ite I fi!>;torical Library. It contains 
about 1,250 pages of letters and writ
ing~ of wille 40 early Anabapti !:l t and 
Hutterian leaders. After heing micro
filmed the hand-written 1566 volume 
will be returncd to it s owners in~lalli
loha. 

The book will he extremely valuable 
for Allaoapti;,t research. The term 
"Anah ... ptists" means " re-baptizers." It 
was given as a nicknamc to var iou!:I 
Protestant groups ;n Europc in the 
16th century who refused to recognize 
infant baptism as \'alid; they baptized 
only belie\'ers. One of the Anabapti!:lt 
leaders was Jacob] IlItter, who lived 
in io.loravia and died in 1536. Ilis fol
lowers, known as llutterites, arc still 
following a form of Chr istian corn~ 

muna l lidng which he de\'eloped fonr 
centurics ago. They now have ahout 
100 colonies in the United States and 
Canada, \\'ith a total memhership of 
nearly 1O,()()() persons. 

DIS CIPLES WOULD END SELECTI V E 
SERV ICE 

A plea that this country end its se
Iccti"e serv ice program was made by 

the International C01H"ention of Chris
tian Churches (Di~c iples of Christ) in 
a resolution adopted at its annual meet
ing in St. LOlli s. Missouri , Some 
6,()()() clergy and lay delegates urged 
that tlte draft be di scontinued in July, 
1959, when the Univers.. .. d J. l i!itary 
Training Service Act expires. 

A spokesman explained that Ihe draft 
is-lie "was not a (jllestion of pacifism 
but of halting Ihe deliberate illdoctrina~ 
tion of each !:Iucceeding generation frol1l 
the miliiary point of view." 

I)r. John Paul Pack, 54-year-old min
ister of university Christian Church in 
Seattle, \\'ashington, was elected presi
dellt of the denominalion. 

Contributiolls 
CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS SHOW 

INCREASE 

).Iembcrs of 52 Prote~lant and Ea ... t
ern Orthodox churches in the United 
States increa.,ed their giv ing in 1957 by 
165 million dollars over the previous 
year. Con tributions totaled $2,206,593, 
817 which includes ovcr 20 per cent 
or $443,575,766 for benevolences O\lt
side the local church. This alllount was 
g i\'en for such projects as home and 

MON EY V OTE D BY CON GRESS I N 1958 

WAR. DEFENSE GET 
73 PER CENT OF 
FEDERAL TAXES 

This chart showing appropria
lions totaling more than $80 billion 
whic11 were vOled by Congress in 
1958 reveals that more than 73 
ccnlS out of every doHar Ameri
cans 1)'1Y in Federal laxes are spell! 
for national defense or for past 
wars. 
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According to the analysis, pre
pared by Ihe Friends (Quakers) 
Commillee on Kationa l legislation, 
only 26.9 cenls of Ihe tax dollar go 
for peaceful purposes, including 2 
cents for non-milita ry foreign aid. 

Less than 25 cenls of every tax 
dollar supporl all remaining non
military :"\cth,ilies of the Federal 
go\'ernment. 
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foreign mI SSIons and relief abroad. 
Three church bodies reported that 

their total offerings amounted to an 
average of more Iha n $200 per 1llC'1ll

her (or the year . Pilgrim Holines.s, 
Wesleyan Methodists, and Seventh-day 
~d~'enti s ts topped the list in per capita 
glVll1g. 

Foreign 
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZES 

SECT'S IMMIGRATION 

Members of the Russian Christian 
sect known as Subt>otniki, now living 
in Texas, will be permitted to enter 
the State of Israe1. The Jerusalem gO\'

crnment said other rc:li giolls groups 
wishing to immigrale to Tsrael may do 
so also provided they pay their own 1).1.~
sage. 

The Subbotniki sect, which observes 
Saturday as sabbath, left Russia in 
1917 as the Comll1unist revolution was 
getting under way and Illany settled 
in Texas. 

INCREASE IN SOUTH AFR ICAN RELIGIOUS 
SECTS BRINGS ALARM 
European churches doing mISSIon 

work among the Bantu people in the 
Union of South Africa arc perturbed 
by the increasing number of "unof
ficial religions" in the townships. The 
government has already recognized one 
hundred religious groups in these town
ships, but a recent survey shows that 
there arc at least sixteen hundred dif
ferent sects operaiing. Some of these 
sects have such startling names as 
"Christian Catholic Apostolic Holy 
Church in Zion," and "General Faith 
A.ssembly Zion Church of the Innum
erable Company of God in South Af
rica," and (catch your breath) "The 
Bethlehem Holy Cathol ic Christ Church 
in Zion of South Africa." 

RUSSIANS TO STUDY AFRICAN 
LANGUAGES 
The study of Airican languages will 

soon be introduced in Russia's univer
sities, according to the Soviet Ministry 
of Higher Education. 

Text books on Zulu, Swahili, and 
Amheric will be isslled at Leningrad 
University towards the end of the ycar. 
:Moscow University will be next. A:; 
a result, Russia expects to increase its 
influence throughout the Dark Conti
nent. 

Studcnts of the African department 
of Leningrad University must learn two 
allied African languages. To improve 
conversational speech, speciali sts from 
Africa will be invited to the University. 
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Evangelicals Protest Red China Recognition 
WHEATON, ILL. -- The Nationa l Association o f Evangelicals has 

officially protested the vote taken by the World Order Study Con
ference (sponsored by the Nationa l Council of Churches In the USA) 
in favor of United States recognition of Communist China and its ad
mission to the United Nations. Under dateline, "Cleveland, Ohio, 
November 21," a special release to the "New York Times" said that 
the vote was taken at the end of the four-day World Order Study 
Conference by "leaders of American Protestantism" who ~ voted 
unanimously" in favor of American recognition of Red China. 

In an emergency session of the NAE Executive Committee here, 
reports Dr. George L. Ford. executive director, an official statement 
was issued by Dr . Herbert S. Mekeel, president of the Association . 
The statement said in part: "The National Association of Evangelicals 
in Executive Committee notes with grave concern a statement of the 
World Order Study Conference of the National Councll of Christian 
Churches in the United States o f America. advocating recognition of 
Red China by the United States of America. We are convinced that 
such a statement does not represent the true sentiment of masses of 
members of American churches. either in the National Councll of 
Churches of Christ or in the larger segments of Protestantism not 
afUUated with the National Councll. Nor does it speak at all for 
members of the churches affiliated with the National Association of 
Evangelicals . Further we are baffled to obselVe left-wing cliches, 
and the typical Communistic' soft approach' urging pressure on our 
government , falsely in the name of Christian fellowship . " Continuing , 
the statement pointed out the dangers of such a move as proposed by 
the Study Conference and concluded with the challenge: "As Chris
tians, we dare not compromise I As Americans, Red China must not 
be recognized!" 

The NAE Committee in executive session recalled that the Asso
ciation had passed a resolution on this vital problem at its annual 
convention, April 1-4, 1957. in Buffalo, New York. The resolution 
pointed out that" the Government of Red China is controlled by an 
anti-Christian ideology, has promulgated a false church. loyal to the 
Communist ideology and in opposition to the true church of our Lord 
Jesus ChrIst, has betrayed humanity by the murder of more than twenty 
million of their own people and liquidated other millions in slave labor 
camps," and closed with the resolution that "the NAE express its 
unalterable opposition to our Government's recognItion in any way 
for such a regime, as it would be unquestionably immoral and un
christian so to do." 

Dr. Ford, in reporting the sentiment of the executive committee, 
said that the members were unanimously in favor of reiterating the 
position taken in the Buffalo resolution and that they wished to go on 
record as strongly oPPos ing the action of the World Order Study Con
ference at its Cleveland meeting. NAI's executive director further 
stated that" NAE leaders are convinced that millions of American Pro
testants will repudiate the position taken by the WOSC." He urged 
that ministers, church leaders and all loyal American Christians voice 
their own protests by writing to the U. S. State Department to make 
their position on this important question unmistakably clear. 
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T il E HEWAHOS OF CIiHISTlAN SERVICE 
SlInday School Less01l for /)r(('wbcr 28, 1958 

~[ATTHEW 25:14-28 

The parahle of the talent!. i... the ;;tory of a certain 
lIlall who went on a journey. ]e:\\'ing to each of hi., sen
:lnt:-. a sum of mOil!'}' to lllV('''' while he was away. Upon 
hi~ return he rewarded each s<'n":\nt according to his faith
fulness. The tll<"OIning of Ihe patah!c:.: is ~irnp l c. Christ 
has given to each of liS certain ahilities for which we 
will onc day give account. The teaching of this parahle 
.!.houlcl encourage us to .... pirituaJ diligence. 

TilE DISTIlIBUTIO:-i OF TilE T.\LE:-iTS 
(1) To klw/ do the ta/rllis rrjer.' The trmhs uf 

the gospc1-1 Timothy 6:20; I Corinthians 9:16, 17. (b) 
Spiritual power- Acts J :8. (c) Spiritual gifts and en
dowments-I Corinthians 12:7-11; Ephesians 4:11, 12; 
I Timothy 4 :14; 2 Timothy 1 :(j. They may also he said 
to refer to natural talents , wealth. intellectual aoility, edu· 
cation, musical or other !;pecial abilities. 

(2) Tn/nIts ~I'('r(' [lii'(,11 10 al/. All did not r('('eive the 
same I1UI11I,)(.'r of talents; but all {lid receive! No Chrj,!,tial1 
can truthfllily S:l.Y , "r have no talent, no ability, no power.·' 
By "irtue of the new birth, and by the Rapli slll in the 
Spirit, those who have these experienccs receive powcr for 
usefulness to God in service and witnessing. 

(3) Ta/rll/s il'{'r(' gi'l.'(,lI to rMII mall "according 10 "is 
(Lbility." One cannot put fiv(' galloll!'! of wat('r in a one
gallon jug. Neither doe s God gi\'e spiritual power and 
gif ts indi sc riminnt<.'lv to those who have no capacity 
to reccive and usc them. Ilowcver, God does give each 
of us sufficient power to accomplish the mini st ries for 
which wc are responsible, 

TIlE E~ I PLOYMENT OF TIlE TALENTS 
Two of the three servants faithfuUy used the ir talents 

aud brought returns in proportion to that which had been 
glvcn them. Though one gained more thall the other, both 
were equally faithful. While God will not require the 
same amount of jruitfliltless frOIll all men, He will re· 
quire the S..1ln(' :trnount of /ailhfll/IIl'SS frolll :til and will 
reward men according to their f:tithfulness. The third sef\'~ 
ant's sin was :)impiy that of doing nothing! 

THE: REWARD OF THE FA ITHFUL 
The fa ithful servants were first to approach their master. 

W hy? They had what John tells us all to strive for
"boldness in the day of judgment" ( I J ohn 4:17). What 
was Paul's attilUdc in "iew of the coming day of ac· 
coullting? (2 Timothy 4:6-8; Philippians 1 :20) 

T he fact that both fai thful men were rewarded with 
the s.."lmc words should encourage those of us who fee l 
our talents are few, RatJlcr than worry over what we do 
not have, let us simply be faithful in using what we do 
have, knowing that we too shall be rewarded not for thc 
amount of our service but fo r the degree of faithfulness, 
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TIlE FATE OF TIlE t;XFAITIIFCL 
Cotl"ider the mi~takes of the one-talent man. And ~ince 

most of us are in that class, let LIS be very careful not 
to make the ~ame mistakes! 

(I} lie had 1/ '~'r(!IIfI estilllale of his maSler's character. 
"1 knew thee that thOll art a hard man," etc. In other 
words, he accu!>Cd hi~ Jlla~ter of heing unreasonable, un· 
ju~t, of r('(luiring that which he could not perform. I .. 
it ].lo ..... ihle for a Chri ... tian to have such an attitude? Quite 
possibh:! Every time we !>:ly we can't live the Christian 
life, or we can't keep victory in this or that place, or 
we can't do anything for the Lord, arc we not slandering 
Cod ju ... t as this sen'ant did his ma:-.ter? The one thing 
n('edful i:-. that we bank on the character of God \,-ho 
give .. ahundant grace for e\'Cry need. 

(2) lie 'was f{'urflli. "I was afraid." How Illany of 
us arc dctims of fears which render us incapahle of 
doing ~('T\' ice for the Lord. But the basic cause of most 
fear is pr ide. \\'c are unwilling to risk failure and hu
miliation and thereforc we do nothing, Yet it is by doing 
that we learn. \\'hether it be in speaking to the uncon· 
,·crted. gi"ing a te~timony in church. taking public part 
in 'any church actil'ily, exercis ing a spiritual g ift, we ~hall 

learn to excel only hy pract ice, by exerc isi ng faith and 
doing the thin~ we Illay fear. 

(3) I/e was cOlldelll/led for "slolllJII/,Il'ss." In other 
word .. , he was lazy 1 In a soft, ease-lo,·ing age we need 
to guard against the sin of taking the way of least re
si.st:tllce in the line of spiri tual thi ngs 1 

(4 J lIis talnll ~I'as takrl' from I,illl. \\'hat we do not 
usc we lose. This is a la\\' of natl1re and a law of the 
spiritual realm a.., \\'ell. -J. Bashford Bistrop 
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HOW DO YQU BEAR THE CROSS? 

l?EJOICE, INASMUCH 1>5 YE Al?E I'l\k'TAKEk'S 
OF CHk'ISTS 5UffEk'ING5. I PETE" 4 ' 13 
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BENEVOLENCES 

A I'SY("IIOLO(;,'PROI'ESSOR WM; (;1\'1:-'(; 

his class a word -suggestion tc"t. Since 
the holidays were drawing ncar he 
ao;ked the studcnb to write the fir st 
thought that flashed through their minds 
at the ment ion of Chri stma s. Some of 
the answers given were: "tree," "holly," 
"rn i s tie t 0 e," "turkey," " holiday," 
"carols," and "S:wla Claus," Not one 
of the forty students in that class l11('n· 

Ijol1ed the birthday of Chri.-.l. 
The same attitude is shown by many 

busi ncs!;Tl)clI . They think of Christmas 
as an opportunity to increase their 
sales. Other people think of a beauti
ful htar, a virgin mother, a babe in 
a manger, a pile of Christmas cards, 
but never catel1 a real significance of 
the day. 

Chri stina!> i~ a time to emphasize the 
benevolences of God who. " so loved 
the world that he gave hi s ol1ly be
gotten Son. "This gift from God 
to a world in darkness was fir st made 
known to a group of shepherds as they 
watched their flocks by night on the 
Juciean hills ncar the town of Bethle
hem. "The angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
1ihone round abollt them .... And the 
angel sa id unto them, Fear not; for, 
hehold, I bring you good tidi ngs of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and say
ing, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men." 
lJ ere was Christmas~bene"olellce to
ward men- in its greatest fullness and 
highest meaning. 

When the shepherds en tered I3ethle-
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IF WE ARE PARTAKERS OF THE BENEVOLENCE 

OF GOD. HOW CAN WE BE INDIFFERENT 

TO THE NEEDS OF OUR BRETHREN 7 

Bye H A R L E S W. H. S COT T 
,'Iuislolll Gmeral SlIprriu/ellli l''Il, Asscmb/irs 0/ God 

hem they found 110t merely a babe 
Iyillg in a manget but "a Saviour, 
which is Chri ;;t the Lord." This was 
the same Saviour whom Zacchaeus later 
found whcn he heard the ~faster say, 
"Zacchaclls, come down, fat today I 
Illll!,t abide at thy house:' It was the 
same Saviour whom the sinful woman 
found wl1('n He said to her, "Neither 
do T condemll lhee; go and sin no 
more. 1\ dyi ng thief met this same 
Saviour 0 11 Golgotha as he heard the 
gracious words fall frOIll the lips of 
the :'I ran on the middle cross, "This 
day shalt tholl be with me in paradise." 

This was " Immanuel, God with liS." 

H e was God come dow l1 to earth to 
deliver the oppressed, sllch as the de
Illoniac ot" Cadara. H e was the greaT 
Provider who fed the hungry multitude 
and supplied the personal needs of Hi ;; 
di;;ciple Peter when there was need of 

tax money, lIe manifested His sover
eignty over nature when H e quieted 
the storm On th e sea of Gali lee. He 
demonstrated the Illunificence of God 
to a needy world when He healed the 
sick and even rai sed the dead to li fe. 

J 1 is ministry was not that of a mere 
man endowed with the power of God. 
He was God , the mighty Crea tor by 
whol11 all things were created. Men 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. He was lhe fountain, 
not the channel. He was the somce, 
not the stream. H e was the SOil of 
God, and He became the Son of Man 
in order that we who arc sons of men 
might become the sons of God. H e 
was the epitome of Gael's benevolence 
toward a poor lost worlel. 

As another Chri stmastilJ1c approaches 
we need to hear again the Saviour 's 
admonition ... Tt is more blessed to give' 
than to receive." Tn view of God's gift of 
HiE Son, would it not be fitting if we 
would bestow gifts 011 friends and 10\'ed 
ones thi s year not with the thought of 
re<:eiving something in return but rather 
to express our gratitude for God's gift 
to us. "Thanks be unto God for His 
unspeakable gift.'· 

And in all our giving, let liS 110t 
overlook Him. Let liS give a gift to 
Him whose birthday we celebrate at 
th is joyous season. \Ve can give to 
Him by feeding the hungry ... by gi\'
ing drink to the thirsty .. ' by showing 
kindness to strangers... by clothing 
the poor ... by visiting the sick ... by 
ministering to the pri soners . " Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren," Christ will 
say, "ye have done it untO me" (Mat
thew 25 :34-41) . 

TilE PENTECOSTAL EVANGEL 



• 

, 

" " .. , 
HIlllltH! 

Architec"s sketch of the new Retirement Home whi c:h wi ll be bui!! 01 Lokelond, Florido, 
by the Assemblies of God, for oged mmisters and mis.slo..~ories. 

It is fitting that wc minister to the 
needs of OUf Own church, of course. 
Let us Ilot forget to gÎvc a love Of4 
fering to our church this Chri stmas, to 
help supply the many needs \\ hich are 
constantly arising. But there are other 
worthy causes tao. The Saviour spoke 
of c10thing the nakcd. Could it be 
that He was referring to the great 
mission fields of the world where mul
titudes still sil in darkness and super
stition, lacking the robe of His right
eousness which alone can caver the si n 
of (allen man? Let our bcncvolences 
rcach out to OUf miss ionary program at 
thi s blessed Advent season. 

Let us remember also the ministries 
offered by our Department of Bellev
olences. Think of the seventy-one 
home!ess chi!dren that are being she!
tered by the Assemblies of God at the 
National Chi ldren' s Home at Hot 
Springs. Remember the other institu
tions of child ca rc that have been pro
vided by our denomination in A laska 
and elsewhere. 

At present there are 226 retired min
isters and miss ionaries who are de
pendent upon the financial assistancc 
which the Department of Benevolcllces 
can give them each Illonth. Approxi
mately one thi rd of the churches in 
our fellowship are contributi ng toward 
this need, either by including the Agcd 
Ministers' Fund in their budgets or by 
taking a special offering once or twice 
a year for this cause. Others should 
get under this burden. 

A Ilumber of our aged ministers and 
missionaries are living in the Retire
ment Home which the Assemblies of 
God is now operating at Pinellas Park, 
Florida. The building at P inellas Park 
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has outlived it s t1sefulness. lt is to he 
sold and the Retirement Il olile wil! 
move to Lakeland, Florida. New facili 
ties will be crectcc\ at I.akcland adja
cent to South -Eastern Bible College and 
the South Florida District romp
grounds. One hundred thousand dol
lars above the sale priee will he needed 
to complete thi s projecl. 

Fifteen dollars from each of 0(11' 

more than 8,()()) churches \\"ould pa)' 
for thi s new Retirement Home. \\ 'e 
are depending on personal offer ings as 
weI! as church offerings 10 complete 
tbis project. It is the respoll sibility of 
all of us, both churches and individu:l1s. 
to supply the needs of om aged mÎn
isters. If you are \Villing to send a 
Christmas flenevolellcc Gift yOll may 
address it ta the Departmen t of Bene,·
olences, 434 \\'est Pac ific Street, Spring
field l , l\lissol1ri. Killdl )' designate it 
for "The 1\CW Lakeland Retirement 
H ome." InaSllluch as you relll ernbcr 
our aged rnini sters with a gift this 
Chr istmas yOIl will be giving a birth
da)' gif! to Christ. ...... 
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OUR SERVICEMEN 

THERE IS an hMemblies of Cod milltary 
chaplam or p,istor Olt cach of IheSC 100 
tions (and do~ens more) who m:dcs ~. 
saTUI contact wlth )"oung mcn $1~JloneO 
ne~rby . Continue to v.atch Ihe FVANCEL 
for other insl:dlations not Illtcd here 

We are ministering 10 

Servicemen stati.oned al-
Connccticut-U.S.C.G. t\c~delll)", ;-"cn Lon· 

don 
U.S C.C Training Station, :\en I.olldoll 
US SllhrnMlIIc B~~c, , .... Cl\" LondOIl 

11c1,Il\JrC- Dover '\1r l'orcc B~se 
\" ashlllgtoli n C. \ ndrc,,\ \Ir Force 8.1-.<" 

1J0lhng FI\;ld 
\\ ·~ltcr Rced 1I05pltai 

Flonda- -Cecil Field 
CamI Cabicl V.\II 
l':ghn .\ir Fora: Ba~e 
Crah~1II \ Ir Force BaIe 
lIomesteaO ,\ ir Force BJ~ 
Il nrlbllTl ' \I f Forœ Base 
'-:3'011 Air Station. ,~cl.:sonvll!c 
"a'-;l1 1\1r Station, Key \\ 'Clt 
~J,al .. \i r Station. PenS~ÇQIJ 
l'atne\.: Air l'oree.: Ba~. COC03 
\\ 'hl tmg Field, \l llton 

Gcorgia \tlanta \1.\11 
Chamblee V/\ll 
Fort BeliliUlg 
Fort Gordoll , 1\ lIgult,1 
!lu nter Air Force BaIe 
Spcncc Field, \l oul1<ie 
\\'Mllcr Robl!ll .. \i r ,,'ore<: Ba~e. \!JCOII 

Cernuny- \lunlch 
llal!,"~ii-nJrbcr; l'oint l'ùw n:lle, O.dlll 

C.unp Catlin. IloliOlul1l 
Fort ])cR\lI~y, lIonolulu 
l'Of! Sh;lftl·r. Ilonolulu 
Ilid.lln .",Ir l'or~c lble. Ilonolulu 
K.lllcohc 1\~I,11 Station, Oahu 
l'carl Il.HbOf 'iJ" Balc, lIonolulu 
Schof.cld BatrJ(ls. Oahu 
Tnpler Ilospital. 110nol\11u 
\" hcc!cr Air Force l!.l lt, Oahu 

Id:.ho-Boise VI\11 
\l ountain I lolI\c \ If Force BJ\c 

Illinois- Chanutc ,\n Force Ba\c, R~ntolll 
lJarwillc V.\II 
C1CIII·Ie.:I!," :\alOiI .\If StatiOIl 

SEND US the address of your sc;rvice· 
man assi~ed to any of these bases. " te 
will inform the ch~plain or pastor ~bout 
him. Or, better yel, scnd your service· 
man's addrc:s.s withoul delay no matter 
where he is statione<!. \Ve will place 
him on our maihna list ",hether or nol 
we ha~'e :1 chaplain or pastor ta COl1t~ct 
him . 

ALL SERVICEMEN on out m3i1ing list 
regularly receive friendly correspondencc, 
REVEILLE, and other gospel literlllture 
~nd services. There is no charge fo r th is 
ministry; the Servicemen's Division is sup
porte<! by frecwil1 offerings. Addres.s ~11 
corrcspondcnce and offeriniS to: 

SERVICEMEN'S DIYISION 
434 West Pocifie Street 
Springfield l, MiSSOli ri 
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Compiled by 

PAUL A. KIEHEL 

W HAT CAN COMPARE WITH THE 

opening day of youth camp! Excited 
\'oices reveal the inner anxiety of eager 
campers as they wonder, "\ViII I have 
h. good time? Will the other campers 
like me? \ViII I enjoy the services?" 

Camp leaders rush from one duty 
to another. But in spite of their ac
tivities they too are prodded by per
sistent questions: "How call 1 help 
these young people? Can I give them 
the spiritual advice and encouragement 
they need ? Will 1 make good as a 
counselor ?" 

Parents also experience feelings of 
anxiety as the younger ones of the 
household trek off for the first day 
at camp. They have questions such as, 
"Will Johnny remember his manners 
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at dinner? Will Sw,ie get along with 
the other campers? Will the adult ad
\·isers like my children ?" 

Almost always these questions of 
common concern, asked at the camp's 
beginning, arc answered at camp's con
clusion with a general expression, 
"There wasn't anything to worry about 
after all, and certainly the Lord's bless
ing was in the camp." 

Though these questions and many 
others are answered satisfactorily for 
more and more people each year, there 
are still a number who are skeptical 
as to the worth and \palue of our youth 
camp program. These friends, who 
may have reason for skept icism because 
of their observance of past camping 
programs, would do well to observe 
the accomplishments and progress en
joyed by the present leadership of 
youth activity. 

The Child Evangelism Division of 
the National Sunday School Depart
ment reports that in 1958 there were 
approximately 75 Boys and Girls camps 
conducted under Assemblies of God 
supervisIon. This is an increase of 
almost 200 per cent since 1954 when 
the national total was only 27. In 1954 
the number of campers was 6,081. III 
1958 the camp attendance increased to 
nearly 1O,CXX)' Approximately I ,S(() 
were saved in 1958 and 1,500 were 
filled with the Holy Spirit while many 
others rededicated their li ves to more 
faithful sen ice for the Lord. 

The National Christ's Ambassador 
Department states that 80 C. A. C:,\ll1pS 
were held in the various districts across 
the nation in 1958. In 1954, a total 
of 7,274 C. A.'s attended our C.A. 

camps as compared to the nearly 13,
(XX) who attended in 1958. There were 
1,458 conversions and 1,810 filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

The combined total of Boys and 
Girls and C. A.'s attending our youth 
camps during 1958 was 23,000. This 
represents a 96 per cent increase in 
our Assemblies of God camping pro
gram since 1954. 

Youth camps have consistently made 
a contribution toward the spiritual, 
physical, social and mental needs of 
our young people. 

SPIRITUAl. 

Spiritual needs have been mct through 
the systematic study of Bible-centered 
courses, through times of seeking the 
Lord for personal needs, through di
rected worship where the young people 
are taught how to respond to God, and 
through close association with Chris
tian teachers and counselors. Coun
selors' hour, in many camps, provides 
a time when personal spiritua l prob
lems may be considered. The evenin~ 
e\'angelistic service affords opportum
t ies for young people to make decisiom 
for Christ, to recei\'c the Baptism in 
Ihe Holy Spirit, or to make a whole· 
hearted consecration to the Lord. It 
provides, too, a time for boys and girl s 
to seck the Lord without interruption 
from outside influences. 

PHYSICAL 

Camp directors have recognized the 
need of a well-rounded program: there
fore provision has been made to meet 
the physical nceds of our yout h. A 
full-scale program of outdoor activity 
IS provided ill most youth camps. 

THE PE!'OTECOSTAL EVANGEL 
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SOCIAL 

Being social creatures hy nature, the 
members of our younger generation 
need an opportunity to meet other Chris
tian young people. They must learn 
to live, work, and play with others. 
Consideration for other campers IS 

stressed by camp leaders, and simple 
duties provide ample o«'a ... iol1 to teac h 
the importance of co-operation in work. 

:\fENTAL 

\ \'C must evcr be conscious of the 
fact that youth today arc yearning to 
be and to do-to attempt and to 
achieve. Young people are mentally 
alert. They need to be challenged to 
think and act upon spiritua l truths. 
The camp Bible lessons provide a back
ground of knowledge in the "'ord of 
God and in the practical application 
of Bible teachings. 

}.[any young people who receive "cry 
little spirilUal influence in their homes 
have found a week at camp to be most 
beneficia l. There are no olltside in~ 
fluences to di!.turb. There are no peri~ 
ods of going back into the conflicting 
influence of an \ln~Chri..,tian home. I n
stead, for approximately J.J4 hours the 
young people are completely immersed 
in a spir itual atmosphere. Only eternity 
will reveal lhe wealth of spiritual ac
complishment wrought in the lives of 
the many who have attended our As
semblies of God youth camps. 

YOUTH CAMP STAr..-nARD 

Along with the growth of our youth 
camp program has come the need for 
a co-ordination of objectives and policy. 
The National Christ's Ambassadors De
pa rtment and the National Sunday 
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School Department, with the Iit.'lp of 
various di~trict leaders, havc con~oli
dated their effort:--. ill e!-,tahli..,hing tht' 
i\ational Youth Camp Standard. This 
:.tandard calls for the basic ncces"itics 
of good camping procedure 10 be used 
as far as pos"ihlc ill aIJ of our .. \-.
sClllblies of God youth camps. 

SC\'eral contrihuting factor:--. han.; 
made po~sible the present le\'el of suc-
cess In Ollr camping program: 

1. The growing number of full-time 
district Sunday School directors anel 
C.A. presidents who h;\\"(: a yision for 
spi rilUal growth among our youth has 
contributed much toward the risc of 
youth camp mil1i~try. 

2. The national cOllventions and 
\\'orkshops for these di!.trict leaders, 
such as the annual district C.A. presi~ 

dent!;' conference, the annual Advanced 
Chri stian Training School (A.C.T.S.), 
and the various Sunday School con
vcntions ha\'e given opportullity for a 
merging of iclens toward better camp
ing efficienc),. 

3. Another helpful factor in thc pro
motion of YOllth camp programs has 
been the increasing amount of printed 
material available to a~<;ist the camp 
director. Our ?\fational Sunday School 
Department and C. A. Dcp:utmellt ha\'c 
jointly prepared an excellent Camp Di
rector's 11Jalilfal and nKl.Ily other nec
essary printed materials. 

4. T here ha s been a phenomenal de
velopment of Assemblies of God camp
ground facilities which ha s made it 
easier to have youth camps in the van
ous districts. 

5. The last and perhaps the most 
important factor of all is the growing 

l1ec(,'sslty for thc type of 'ipmtuaJ help 
1 hat youth camps ofier I n "pile of 
IllnllY time· ... n\"ing devices in our hom('s 
amI lhe shorter It:ngth of thl.' work
dny, It s(,ems that parCl1Is havc Ic:--.s 
timc to gh'c the godly training that is 
:<0 needed :,unong our youllg-t'r genera· 
tion. To add to thi .. problem. nn \1\

crea,.ing number of mothers arc ac· 
cepting emplo)"lllt,nt in order to in
crea,.e the family iIlCOIl1('. COII!-,cquent
Iy, the youth of today lU'cd added ~pir
itllal a" ... istance frolll ollhide :;O!lrce..,. 
Youth camps have 1){'('o1l1e 011(' of thest> 
i1l1portnnt <"lid" to help 1I1:\illlain tht: 
spiritual integrity of our chllrdl of to-
morrow. 11 

THE. :\.\TJO:--.'.\1. VOl'TII C\~IP 
CO~I~ISSIO~ 

The Executive Pre~h)'ler\" ha~ an· 
nounced Ihe appoinlment of Il~'r~('>I\lId 
on the A'~('lIlhli('~ of God ::\alion;l.l 
Youlh Camp Comllli~~ioll. The forma· 
lion of ~uch a commi~\ioJl was con· 
sidered e,~ential hecau~e of the ral)!!! 
growlh of the .\'semhlie~ of (;0<.\ yO\Hh 
camp programs. 

Bert \\'cbb, a~~i~lant "encral '\lI)('r
intelldent, was at)poinled commi~~iun 
chairman, ~le!l1b('r, inclu,\e· Charles 
Denton, nalional Sunda)' School ~tcre 
tar)'; Dick Fulmer, l\at10n;11 L ,\, ~cc· 
retary; \\'arrcn )'lcPher~on, C. A. pro
motions co-ordinator; Billy Reeves, 
Child Evangelism supervisor; D('rald 
),\ l1sgro\'e, Kama~ District C .. \. presi. 
dent and Sunday School director; and 
Gene PUlnam, Souther n 1I1isSOliri Dis
trict C. A. president and SUllday School 
director. 

The cOlllllliSsion will correlate aClivi
tics ill the variOll, realm~ of youlh 
cam l,ing, including both boys and gir1~ 
camps and C. .\. camp •. 
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SC<im",.;;;;;;<i~" Rev.volllme sign to his church In MI. Holly, N. J. 

Pioneer Pastors Display 
Revivaltime Sign 

Oy STANLEY ~ II CIIAE L 

T HERE ARE ,"'I'ROXI~IATELY 2,500 
Assemblies of God churches now dis
playing thc attractive REVIVALTIME 
sponsorship sign. A g) cat many of 
these are pioneer churches which are 
having financia l Mrugglcs of their OWI1. 
But pioneer pastors have discovered 
that REVlvALTun: is reaching people in 
their communities and a mention of the 
REVIVALTIME broadcast in their visita
tion programs opens many doors. 

The beautiful gold-black-and-white 
'ifgll displayed on the front of the 
church is a si lent te~limony to those 
passing by that this is a RIWIVALTIME 
church. Many people have been at
tracted to Assemblies of God services 
by the REVIVALTIME sign. Perhaps the 
pastors can best speak for themselves: 
Picture 1 

Kenneth Gustafson, pastor of Cal
vary Assembly of God, a pioneer work 

III Manchester, Connecticut, states: 
" RE\, !\,ALTIME has many listeners in 
this fast-growing community, and it 
has created a common meeting-ground 
when making new contacts. We know 
of many shut- ins and hospital patients 
who listen regularly. Also a number 
of denominational friends tunc in to 
RE\'lvALn~IE and we are expecting a 
harvest in the days ahead. \Ve con
sider REnvALTI~IE to be our front line 
of attack in speeding the gospel in 
this area." 

From ~1t. Holly, New Jersey, Charles 
Scrimale reports: "Our congregat ion is 
just a little over three years old. A 
year and a half ago, e\'ell though our 
monthly income was small, we began 
supporting REVIVALTIME 011 a monthly 
basis. \Ve have been doing SO ever 
since, and every time Our people hear 
the broadcast their hearts are thrilled 
to know we ha\·e had a share. God 
has been blessing us in a wonder ful 

IS YOUH CHUHCH NOW DISPLA 

THE PENTECOSTAL EVANGEL 



t 

I 

way for taking this ~tep of faith and 
slI]lportinl( this phase of Cod's wurk. 
\\'(, moved into OUf new church build
ing' in July and arc so glad we can 
di"piay the R"SIVALTI\IE sig:n," 

Wilbur Schue"~sler, pa"tClr of the .\s
~elllhly of God in Pierce City, ;\li ... "ouri, 
com11lt'nts: .. Pa»toring a pioneer church, 
directing a building program. and work
mg full timc in secular employment 
lea\"cs \'ery little time for hou"e-to
hOllsc vi;;itatiOI1. RE\'l\ALTlMl: givcs the 
p ioncer pastor a real \)oo"t hy bringing 
a fult-gospel service into many o f the 
homes of hi~ community. The nar
rator'~ warm invitation to the local As
"emblies of God chllfch lIlake~ the 
!»tranger fcel that he Wilt I}(' a wel
come gue~t." 

Pa<,tor Gardner .\\tman of .\ngier, 
:\"orth Ca rolina. says, ''In our endeavor 

TOP D ISTR ICTS IN 
REV IVALTIME GIVING 

January I to October 31 , 1958 

TOTAL GIV I NG 
I. Ea~terrl 
2, S. California 

$iJ.iI.5.66 
12,74S.65 

AVERAGE GIVING PER C HURCH 
1 ~<'W York $ i.5AS 
2. S. ~ew England .. 71.81 

INCREASE IN TOTAL GIVING 
I. Appalachian .$ 808,46 
2. Ohio 697.93 

INCREASE IN AVERAGE GIVING 
1. South Dakota $ 12,47 
2. Appalachiall 12.Hl 
GREATEST GA IN IN NUMBER OF 

CHURC H ES GIVING 
t. ~l'W Jersey 15 
2. \\'cst Cent ral 11 
PERCENTAGE OF GAI N IN NUMBER 

OF CH URCH ES GIVING 
I. 1[01lt3n01 

2. Apl)alacl1ian 

.... llh 
S~p .. 'n"n".n' 

to c~tab1i~h an ,\s ... emhlie" of Cod 
chut'\:h at .\ngitr. \\e sought w:tp and 
means to prOlllotl' our IIlc"sag-e in Ihh 
community. J con~ider RE\"]\'.\I.Tl\IE as 
one oi Ihe ht.' ~t available mcthods of 
introducing our !llc" ... age to the area. 
The CO"I of airing- R~\"I\·.\I.TD' E (Ill 

\\'F\',; at Fuquay was a ~Iram 011 

lhe church income. :\"e\·erthele"s. I con
sidered RE\·'\":\J.Tl'l~ a neces~ity The 
hroadca~l has heen a real ble~.~ing to 
the cO!11I1H1Ility and to our church. J 
wi::,h RE\"I\,.\I.Tt\lE could accompany e\'
cry pionet'r effort." 

A llt'\\ a~!<emhly in .\mory. ;\1 is
si~sippi. is benefiting from the olilreaeh 
of Ih;\"I\'.\Lrt\lE ill that COllllllllllity, Stu
d('I1l'i at Ct'ntral Bihle Institute uncier
wrote the broadcast on this ~tation. 
Pastor 1.. C. Clark recently told J. C. 
Burks. radio repre~elltati\'e and di.!>trict 
superilltendent, that one of the staff 
announcers at ~tatil)!l \\' A:\I Y a!<ked a 
certain man if I1t· li~tclJ('d to I~E\'IV:\I.

TIME. \\'hell tht: man replied that hc 
di d nOI. the annoullcer said, "YOll ought 
to listen; it i~ the be~t program we h:l.\"e 
on the air." 11aslor Clark stated furth('r 
that thc program has proved to he a 
great hlt's"ing to their work in ,\mory. 

• • • 
Docs your church di"play a J{L

\"I \' AL TJ :'1 t-: sign? I s yom church a reg \l
Iar C011lributor to the ministry of Ihe 
.\sscmbli",.; of God hroadcast which IlOW 
reaches 12.0Cl0,0Cl0 e \'c ry week? Thi., 
means that c\'ery dollar givell to thi~ 

mini"lrr rcach(!~ 1.200 souls, Can we 
afford !Lot to gin' when so litt le can 
do .so mllch? 

If roll!' churdl does 1I0t display a 
RE\'I\'ALTJ;\IE sign yOll can no\\' get olle 
for 1959, All that is necessary is that 
yOll pledge to send an offering" each 

YING THE REVIVALTIlJIE ~IG:\'? 

Decemher 21, 1955 

RADIO NEWS FLAS H ! 

1'h, follol\illJ.: \t"timl' h;ll\: bc.'cn ad<i\:11 te) 
th ... Ih.\!\".\ul'U radio toj.; 

\\"ORTIII~GTO~. :-'11:\:\ <1-;.\\'0\) 
7J() kc.-I.OOO II.Ltt-
~und;\~'~, .j p.TIl. 

EI.lZ.\RE1'1I CITY,:\ l (\\"(;,\\ I 
SuO 1..(".-1,0(10 Ildth 

1.0R\J:\, 01110 , \\ \\'IZ 
50U \Illt' 

~U!ld;Ly~. 8.30 d.1Il 

l \\mEX, .\RK \:\~.\:-; (I-;. \\\1)) 

IJIO kc 1.000 \IJth 
~u!1d .. )" II.JO pm. 

.X \COGDOUII·.";. 1"1 \. \:-; « I-;.{)~F l 
lL\() kc.-2S0 wath 

I'ITT~BL"n(;II. P\ {h:O\'\ 
1410 kc. 5.000 \13th 
~und3r~, 10 :3(} I) III. 

month. l'erhap'i YO\l will W:lIlt tn plan' 
Rn·I\·,\I..TI.\IE in WII\r Hli~~iollar~' hmlg"t 
for Ih" (oming" yt'ar. Fill nllt Iht' COU' 

pon helm\ and H'tllfll it to \I" im· 
mcdiatel}' and yOltr HI\·I\·.\LTI\IF "'1/.:11 

will he 011 ih way I'l'lhal'" therc i" 
someone in your cOllgrq.::atlOlI \\ hn 
would like to ~l'lld ~ol11t'1hill!.: for thi ... 
ministry Ihrough tIl(' \"Imrdl. Thi" i .. 
an opportunity for you \0 r(';lch 11Il'1l 

and \\Olllen through radIO \\hl) art' nnt 
hei ng"" reached hy :Itly other IIwalh. 

~----------------. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

REVIVAL TIME 

Box 70, Sj::)rIngfl'!:ld, Mo 

Our chvrch wana 10 rOln Ihe many whIch 
now display Ihe REVIVAL TIME sign. Our faith 
promise each month during 1959 for ThiS min 
istry will be $ Send the REVIVALTIME 
sign for dlsploy 

PASTOR'S NAME 

CHURCH 

CHURCH MAILJNG ADDRESS 

CITY.,. 

STATE . 

___________ 1 ____ _ 



FOREIGN MISSIONS 

GERMANY 
IN THE 
NEWS 

By RICHARD S. W. RUFF 

1:-; TillS lIOt II. 01' "OIlE OR LESS 

global confl1:-.1otl it i ... our wonderful 
priVIlege to preach the gO'>Pl' ] at the 
vcry door ... of COlllllluni ... l1l. \\'hcr('\'('r 
the peopir acc('pl the lihcratlllf,:" truth 
of God\. Word their hone! ... anc! ~hackl('s 
hreak a ... uucl<'f 3!'> they an.,wcr the call 
of "the faith once deli\"t~rt'(1 to the 
!;ainh." 

For t ilt' pa ... t eight "'UlIlIllCf:) we ha \'c 
pi tched large g'o-.pc1 lcnh along the (iX) 

mile ... of Iroll Curtain ill the center of 
Europe. Thi ... YC;lr we were In Frank
fUft, Hamhurg , and Bremen. 

The Chri ... ti:l.II Democratic Un ion per
mitted tiS to usc its propaganda poste r 
... Iands whi ch have 1>('cn placed a\1 over 
Frankfurt hy AdcI1<HLCr'i) Catholic 
Part y hdorc an election. A crew of 
young men worked <III night to pa~tc 

posters to tho~c !o, t an< l ~ advertising ou r 
mcetings. Th(' IIlcetings received tre
mendous publicity free of charge 
through thi s mean s and the crowds 
werc excellent. 

FIRST P)'\TF:COSTAI. ,"OCT !! 

RALl ,\' I ", FR Al\ "tTRT 

It was a th rill to Elleet with hun
dreds o f young people who g:athered 

[VANGELIUMS
IElT 

Tent moster pulling up poster of tel'll meetings 

in ou r tent for thc fir.,t l1el1t('('o'>tal 
youth rally in Frankfurt. I n a :-.pecial 
tarrying 'len-ice morc than twenty of 
the~e fine young people recei,-cd the 
Hapti~m in the I ioly Spirit. Boys and 
girls attended th~ "pecial ~cniccs con
ducted by the t('nt ma~ter and hi., able 
.,tafL Brother \\'e~sler. who is pa~lOr 
of the local as~c11lb l y al Frankfurt. re
ports mo~t encouraging contacts in his 
follow-up work with the new cOllvert~. 
Ilis rt'gular ~enic(' .. arc now "i~ited 

by newcomer., ane! the Lord i!o, blc~"-
ing m e\'ery way, 

RE\'!\',\ .. FIRES I ;\' IIA\JIH'R(; 

At llamilul'g the tent meetings wel"e 
sponsored by th e largest Pentecostal 
church in (;crmany and its capable 
leader, ['aul Rabe , Our platform had 
to he enlarged to :'lccommodate the 
more than 100 sin ge rs \,ho par ticipated 
in the choir. S i ~ t (' r 1~lIff min i~tered to 
the belic\'ers who attended the after
noon services e~pecially designed (or 
Bible ~tud)' and prayer. and many un
sa"cd friends re~ponclcd to Ihe ahar 
cal1., ~ 

\\'hen we looked throug-h the de-

ti~ion card~ we discovered that many 
more men tha n women hnd made a 
fir.,Hime dC<' i ~ion for Chr i ~ 1. Those 
who were healed returned 10 gi\'e test i
monil':;, Thi~ pro\'(:d an untold hle ... .,
ing. greatly ill!,piring the faith of others 
coming to be healed. At the conclu!;ion 
of the eyening meeting~ many came 
to the prarer room at the church , and 
from the ,'cry fir .. t meeting bcJ ie\'ers 
were b.'lptized in the Ii oly Spirit. Xo 
exact count was kept of those recei\'
ing the Holy Spirit but there were o\'el' 
thirty, 

SL'CC ESS ITL ),I,ERGEII. AT BRI,~n:", 

A t Bremcn two .,mal1 as!;emb[ies 
merged to forlll a Pentecostal church, 
which under the capable leadcr:.b ip of 
its you ng mini ster Gerhard Klemm 
helped to sponsor 0 111" crusade, \\'c 
were .,tationed at the fairground ad
j011lltlg the centr:'ll railrO:'ld !'>Iation. 
JlI ~ 1 as in Frankfurt. it was an act 
of fait h fo r a small church of le:-;,> 
than 200 people to fill a large tent 
with 9(X) chairs, But we expC<'ted great 
thing., and we were not disappointed. 
I'eople C:'lme from many denominations, 

Prepa ring ground for tent 01 Homburg. To .... er is on oir-roid shelter. People leaving tent in Frankfurt oher the meeting. 



\\'e started the first meeting with a 
full tent and ill evcry ~er\'lCC many 
camc forward to reCel\'e forgi\-eness of 
sins and the laying 011 of hands for 
healing. .-\ secretary of the Borgward 
automobile factory who was sa\'ed 
brought a personal friend, a noted ship 
designer, who also asked for prayer 
to be sa\'ed. A rope dancer from a 
nearby ClrCIlS and a famous ;,tate 
church organist were also among those 
who were saved. 

TEEN·A(;ERS SAVED Al\1l 

FILLED \YITIl THE SI'II(IT 

A great host of enthusiastic tcen· 
agers came lip front to make a first
time decision for Christ. Our four 
children joined us at Bremen and all 
of them rece ived their Pentecostal ex· 
perience during the prayer meetings 
conducted at the c1o~e of the eyening 
sen'ices between \0 p.m. and midnight. 

To encourage the new converts to 
cont inue with the church we conducted 

3 iew follOW-Up ser\"lces in the chapel. 
The hmlSt' wa:. iilled and many new 
people attend sen-ice .... there TI:gulariy. 
The tent is 110\\ stored in a bomh.prooi 
air raid shelter at Bremen a\\-aiting- the 
1959 tent "cason 

TII~: CII_\LU;-':(;I:: OF OrE_' 
DOORS I ~ EL·RO!'F. 

\\'e are pre~elltly condllctmg- sJlecial 
meetings III Switterland where the 
Fn::llch·speaking- brethren are prepar~ 

ing for great soul·winning cru:-oades at 
:'\euchatel, Lau:-oannl', :l1ld Gcneya. 

The (outHries of Emope once had 
the light of the gospel out it has grown 
dim. They are now endangered by the 
powerful influences of formalism, Ca· 
tltolicism, and Communism. God is 
opening new door~ to liS to preach the 
gospel and pray with the people, Plea::.e 
pray that \\'C may be God's in"truments 
both ill revival meetings and in per· 
sonal contacts. .... 041 

GROUND BROKEN FOR 

BIBLE SCHOOL IN ITAL V 

BY ANTHONY PIRAINO , 

THE M Ol(K1KG OF OCTOIJER 20TH 

was unprecedented in the history of 
the Assemblies of God in ltalr. T he 
ground·breaking ceremony, led by J. 
Ros\vell F lower and Bert \\'ebh, was 
truly an occasion for great rejoicing. 

December 21, 1958 

Field Secretory for Italy 

As the ground was dedicated for the 
construction of a Bible School we re· 
called the mallY years of struggle, per· 
scclltioll, suffering, and even pnson 
terms as weI! as the many \'ictorics 
that God had granted the hrethren of 
ltaly . 

Q convention, 

.\lthul1gh \\(' are 110\\ elljoyin~ til(' 
gr<.·aH':-ot mcasmc of liberty in the hi,,· 
tor.v of the Pent{'(o"tal mOvement in 
Ital~ and r('joicing in the thought that 
there are (1ver 500 church('s, the lack 
of workers is heing felt more keenly 
than e\'C·r. Some mini;-.ters ::.upcr\'ise 
fi\·c to tt'n ollbtation~ hesidt's the 
.. :hUTchcs they pastor, The "ohllion to 
this alarming' lack of workers is a Bi· 
hie :ichool with adequ:l.te. permanent 
facilities. This urgent need will soon 
he lIlet and til(' greatest progress en"r 
will be realized with the training of 
adequat(' worker:; in ltal)'. 

Thi ... has hccn a work of faith from 
the \'ery beginning. Tht" italian Chri~· 
lian Education Foundation ot I,ll:; \11-

gel('". rl'pre~t'llIt'd h.\" ,JIlllIl ;\IcTnnan 
and \'incent Hurchieri. and the italian 
Branch oi the \""t'mhlu.:'" of Co(l oi 
the U.S.,\. have worked hanllol1loll',1\
with the ultilllate gO:l1 to COlbtrllct an 
adequate Bihlc School huilding to llIl'l't 
the needs of the churche:i 111 itah 
Through vi,.,its to i\merica hy Roberto 
Bracco and Franci .. Toppi, pre:.idcllt 
and secretar)'·lrca~urcr re,.,pecti\'ely, tilt" 
Lord has prodded enough funds 10 
purcha~c this choice piece of g-TOuIHI 
only about three miles from the chmch 
of Rome. Although ahout $IO,(X)() i" 
still needed to complete the building. 
work has beglln in faith, trW:itll1g God 
to provide the necessary funds, Tho_~c 
of you who would like to have a part 
ill this important work may ~end your 
offering::; to the Forl'ign ;\1 issions Dept, 
434 \\'e ... t Parific !St , !Spring-fit'ld I. ~!() .. 
de::.i~natil1g" th('1l1 for "l1ah Bihlt' 
SchooL" .... 041 

Be Sl1re to put faith bdorc fceling. 
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" C!.:\RIi\OA, IOWA -Just recently Evan
gdi~h Dick and Hetty Stevens of Minnea
polis, Mmllcsota, conductcd a most success
ful Kid's Crusade in the church here. ~'jght 
after niRht the auditorium was filled \Iith 
bo}'s, /o:iris, youth, and adults. The Spirit 
of God anointed aud used Brother Stevcns 
ill a marked way. A number oi new 
fal1lihe~ hecalllc aC<luainted with our church 
and thc entire church was strengthened 
by the sl)ecial meetings. 

-G. R "'fGIl!)")" l'uJtor 

" n,DIAN,\POUS, IXD.-The Park\\ay 
Assembly has recently exptriellced a won
<krilll sea,OI1 of rel'iral and refreshing 
under the ministry of the Eskclin family. 
Th e meetings were scheduled for two 
weeks only. but \I'elll 011 for a total of 
fOllr. Door-to-door dbtrihution of litera
ture, lIe\\'~l)aper advertising. tel ecasts on 
Saturday afternoom. two all-night prayer 
meeting." and tht' ,tppeal of thi~ talented 
famil} all worked together to bring about 
Tl'coni crowds, man)' fir~t-timers, and a 
gratifying numher of decisiolls for Chri~1. 

/I'il/ill/I! L. T/rOnllo!!, Pils/or 

" ST. LOL' IS, :o.1O.-E\'allgeli~t Paul lIild, 
:0.[ inneapolis, .\1 innesota, milli!>tered ill De
rca Temple for eight days in a m(l~t won
derful crusade, which he called "Youth 
and All for Christ." On the first Sunday 
night ten carue to the altar for ~a!l'ation 
and throughout the service~ of the week 
victories were won and souls were savcd. 
A man seventy years of age ca rne to 
Christ and the meetil1g~ climaxed in a 
bla7c of slory on the final Sunday night. 
One man and Ilis wrfe were glo;iou~ly 
saved in that sen'lee. lie had been plan
ning to commit a roobery the next Fri
(lay night, hut all was challged when he 

got saved. E\"angeli~t ' ·hld organi7ed a 
I)rayer chain 50 tbat there \1 as always 
somehody praying from 5:30 a.m. until 
sen'ice tune. The Sunday School read1ed 
an attendance o f ~03, which lIas /01 higher 
than a year ago. 

-Willi(llll Nclso/l SodrJ, Pas/or 

" l'<EW ORLE,\:-:S, LA.-Evangelist ~dar+ 
yin L. Smith of Coral Gables, Fla., re
cently conducted a two-week revival hrre 
in the Canal Street :\ssembly of God. The 
blessing of the Lord lIas upon hoth the 
erangelist and the church. Several lIere 
saved, some backsliders received real vic
lOry and are present in evcry service now. 
The preaching and singing of Drothcr 
Smi th was a real olessing and an inspira
tion to everyolle attending the services. 

-T. IIor(lfe Clark. P(ls/or 

.. BOKOSHE, OKLA.-The .Assembly of 
God here was greatly blessed in a revil'al 
that lasted four full weeks. Thc C\'ange
list was Hay Rush of Banaza, Ark. Fivc 
preciolls souls were reclaimed and onc 
was filled lI"ith the Holy Ghost. Se\'eral 
Ileople testified to llhysical healing as they 
stood in the prayer line, and others were 
healed while standing in the congregation. 
Revi"al fires cOlltillue 10 Durn. 

-Lero)' Kilp(ltrick, I'(ls/ or 

.. :\OR\\·.ALK. CALlF.-Ten adults were 
saved, several reclaimed, and a numhcr 
filled or rdilled with the lioly Spirit dur
ing 30 days of tellt rel'ival here with 
Evangelist Glen Shirltl. The revival was 
climaxed with a sectional C. A. rally with 
over BOO present. During the meetings 
mOlley was raised for a Sunday Schoor 
bus. The effects of the revil'al arc ~ till 
kit within the church. 

-R. L. fori/,ll!, Postor 

Part of the crowd attending the foin t C. A. Rolly ond 
by Evongelrst Glen Shrnn in NOrwolk, Californio. 

evongelistic meeting conducted 
R. L. Jordon is postor. 
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" (;LE:\\\"OOD SPRIXGS, COLO.-God 
blessed the anointed ministry of Evange
liq \Vallace Hickey of Englewood. Colo., 
as he mini~tered here in the First Assem
bly of God for a period of three \Ieeks . 
. \ Tlumher of souls were saved, and the 
church was greatly encouraged and ble~sed 
in the Lord. Sister Hickey conducted soul
win11ing classes which were followed by 
door-to-door witnessing. That program 
brought m;\ny new people to the Lord. 

-Ifaro{i/ H(lrlder, P(lstor 

" SPARTAXBL'RG, S. C.-The First As
sembly of God here recclltly enjoyed a 
mighty moving of the 1I0ly Spirit. Jimmie 
:\Iayo, Jr. of Atlanta. Georgia; ministered 
and from the very first, God hegan to 
mOl"e. At least thirty or thirty-live were 
~aved and a number were filled \lith the 
1I0ly Svirit. One outstanding c01l\'cr~ion 
\,as tllat of a lady who testified that she 
had been on the verge of committing 
suicide and el'en had the g:un in her purse 
at the time the Lord saved her. H er 
husballd was also saved during the meet
ings, The mu~ieal ministry of tIre eva 11-

gelist was enjoyed by all. One contribut
ing factor of the success of the meetings 
was the Kid's Crusade, conducted hy Bro. 
:'Ilaro, with his talking doll, Jerry. 

-K. L. C{(I)'fomb, Pastor 

" CL1.FPORT, :\[ !SS.-During" the past 
year th e church here has had three out
sta1Hling rcvil'als. Evangelist and 11r5. H. 
T. Havener of Hialeah. Fla., ministered 
and the ccngregation enjoyed a high spir
itual tido:. Then E\'iwgclist al1d Mrs. 
Robert \:orthrop from Albuquerque, N. 
:'Ilex., ministered for three weeks. :\Iany 
were sol\'ed and joined the church and 
some have become Sunday School \\"orker~. 
Kearly all the 111'11' CO!lI"crts received the 
infilling of the Holy Spirit during the 
revil'al. 

Several were saved and filled during the 
meeting with :\larl'ill L. Smith of Coral 
Gables, Fla., and later Brother Smith came 
hack to teach the workers training class. 
There was 97'7'" attendance duriug the 
course. \Vithin the past year 312 soub 
have su rrendere(l at the altar for salva
tion and many hal"e reccived the !:lap
tism of the Holy Spirit. 

-/f'oo<irOl(' O,I"IH'r, Pas/or 

.. ELDON, IOWA-Evangelist Paul R. 
\\'ood and wife of Springfield, :\10., recenlly 
conducted one of the most successful re
\"ival campaigns in the history of First 
Assembly, The anointed musical program 
and the dynamic ministry brought a great 
respouse. Each night 50uls sought the 
Lord fo r salvation, the Baptism of the 
HoI), Spirit. and a deeper walk with God. 
:\Ian)" visitors attended the meetings from 
here and neighboring towns. Pastors of 
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other churches abo came often. ),1 any 
definite healings took place. 

-Cli'lton Spit/lllml, Pallor 

FELLOWSIIIP NEWS 
. ---. 

NEW CHURCH AT TOLLESON, 
ARIZONA 

On September 9, 1958, the new A ssem
hlies of God church in Tolleson, Arizona, 
wa s dedicated by Distric t Supe rintcndent 
J. K. Gresset t. 

Pastor and )'Irs. E. B. Jones have min 
istered to the congregation since April, 
1957. Short ly after they came the build
ing program was launched. Because the 
congregation co-ope rated in donating la
bor, the 45 -by- IOO-foot church was erec led 
at a cost of only $7,500, bu t has been 
appraised at $.30,000. 

The auditorium seats 300, and three Sun
day School rooms, a nursery, and bap
ti stry are included in the building. 

God has blessed this congregation and 
its pas tor, and they attribute th e l)rogress 
of the work to th e fact that the Lord 
has worked with them. "For we are la
bo urers toge ther wi th God" (1 Corinth ian s 
3 :9) . 

EOUCA TlONAL EVANGELISM 
Assembl ies of God young people are us

ing their own denomination as a topic 
for term papers in high school and college 
work. The suggestion to use the subject 
as a means of inform ing teachers and 
oth ers about the Assemblies was made ill 
a fall issue of the Chris t' s Ambassadors 
Hm.lld. 

The Public Helations Department at 
Springfield, Mo .. has had numerous re
q ue sts for booklets and other materials 
which are available to t ell the Assemblies 
story. 

ORANGEVALE ASSEMBLY SHOWS 
RAPID GROWTH 

Orangevale, California, is located just 
18 miles northeast of Sacramento in an 
area that is growing rapidly clue to the 
large Aerojet defense plant jUst five miles 
away. The plant employs over 14,000 per
sons now and plan s call for around 
40,000 employees by 1960. 

During the past year an ave rage of 136 
have attended the Assembly·s S unday 
School compared to 82 for the previous 
year. Since October I the average at
tendance has been ISO. 

In keeping with the challenge to reach 
the increasing popula tion the Orangevale 
Assembly has purchased an additional 2Y. 
acres with two houses. Plans are being 
made to start the first unit of a new 
building soon. 
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EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGN CALENDAR 
STATE CITY ,\SSE~!I3LY {)ATF I:.:\" A:-';GI::LIS I P.\!) lOR 
\ riz. Yunlll. f"lrst Ott. 28·J~n. II Donnell· lloller O. \\. Kdlini"Sworth 
C~!if. Ril·efb<tnl F,rst 1:>«. 2S-J~n. 11 '\onn~n Jones R. II Lod .... ood 

Wilmington First Dee. 2S·J ~1\ 11 \\~tson Afiue Thoma~ \1 111& 
Kans. Topd:a I h&hlaud Park 0." 28·/an i lUll Collins \ 11 Sclness 
Miss. \\'aynesboro \lainorCreek Dee. 28- Farl Irb} C I P, tts 
!\lo. \\·inona \ ,f G Dee. 28- Glenn" B)~rd CI)merl.;l SO .... lin&: 
i"><. Y. Cortland ,\ ,f G 0.". 16-21 Jm'1I1} & Dortlth)· :\ d.uu$ Leon Coo" 
N C. \\'asitingtOIl A ,f G Ike. 10- J. Rus~eJ\ ,\bl"hue " L SJunden 
Tex. Plea~ntou , \ ,f G Dee. lB· /an. II c. II Cre~ Vernon Crumbln 

Port Arthur Fu~t Dee. 29·/Jn " J;1I1111)· ."d~nn PJrt)· II .\ \\" ,Ilerson 
\'·3$h. \\'inslo", ·AofG Dee. 26~Z8 1 [ C. ~1~cDon~ld & ""ife [)OIl~ld II Rein~ke 
AntIgua St. Johns (B \\·I ) Peuteco~tal Dec. 28·Feb.8 \1~ol1·Cerard ream .\ r Jacobson 

• Uuiou Rail)· 

Alluouuccments should reach the Department of F.I:;ln~e1,sm 3D da)"s in adIJllu', due to the f~d 
that TilE J>t-;,'o,' n~COST. \L E\'ANGEL is made lit' 2i d~)~ belolc the d~te I,}u~h appun IlIXlll It 

\\'1' attribute the rapid /o\ro\\th of the 
Orallge\'ale Assembly to the visitation pro
gram carried o n by nll'nloers of the ch urch. 

-.\1 /. /I' ooils, POl/vr 

RADIO RALLY CLIMAXES 
ANN IVERSARY SERVICE S 

COt;NCIL BLeFFS, IOWA-The Fint 
As~embly of God had C. ~{. "·ard. Re
vivaitime evangelist, as gue~t spe aker at 
its 27th Anniversary services September 
9- 11. The new sanctuary which wa s com
pleted only recently \\a" filled nea rly to 
cal)acity for the ~e services. 

The three-day e\·ent climaxed wilh a 
great Radio Rally. \' arious .\:; semblies 
from the area attended Ihe rally .. \n of
fer ing o f nearly eight hundr.'11 dollar~ was 
received for Rel,j valtime. 

-C. E.. TUrI'l'r. Pas/or 

COLLEGE MAGAZINE DOUBLES 
OUTREACH 

Campus Ambassador, the maga~ine for 
college youth published by the >Jat ional 
C. A. Department, released its fir st i,sue 
for the curren t school sea son \\ith a record 
of 1,000 on the list. This is more than 
twice the nU1l1ber of a year ago. The 
magazine is sen t without charge to s tu
dents in non-Assemblies of God colleges 
to strengthen them in th eir stand for 
Christ and Pentecostal pr inciples. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
REVIVA LTI~IE broadcast d irect from 

Glad Tidings Tabernacle in Everett, Mass., 
Jan. 4. This is part of the dedication sen·
ices of this new church.-by II. C. Bith er, 
Pastor. 

AREA-WIDE NEW YE,o\R'S ~IEET
lNG-Dec. 31 at First Assembly of God, 
Cheyenne, vVyo. Bert \Vebb, Assistant 
General Superint endent, speaker.-by H. J. 
Keene r, Pastor. 

DEEPER LIFE CON FERENCE- Jan. 
and 2 at Faith Tabernacle, Garden City, 

Kans . Sponsored by Section Four of the 
Kansas Dist rict. Speakers : Glenll Reed, 
R. R. Morrison, De rald Musgrove. Sen'
ices 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. For 
room reservation s write Henry Greenwald, 
Box 124, Garden City, Kan s. 

SECTlOX.\L C. A. WATCH :\I(.IH 
R.\LL\·-Decemher 31, beginning at 9 p.m., 
at Firq Assembly of God, $iOl1X City. Iowa. 
Speaker , Gene Putn am. ~Ol1thern ~!,s,ouri 

C. .\. Pre)ident. Program wi1l mcludc: 
~pccia! music and ~inging. Hdre"hments 
will b~ ser\"~d at 12:.30 a.lII. hy local C A. 
group. All C. :\ , (.:roups in the area at\! in
lited to 3ttend.-by K D. Baker, Pa't~)r, 
and S. :\. Sander " Sectional C .\ Pre,
idelll. 

WITH CHRIST 
JOI1:\ w. SITTO:-':, 69, 1I0u~ton, TC:X3', 

passed Into e ternity October 30, I\lSH. 
Brother Sitt on was ordained ill 1930. ~h',t 
of his mini~try was as an e\angeli~t 

H ORAC E B. HOLURI\)C!~, 84, Dc Lt'Oll, 
Texa" went 10 be with Je.'>us October Ji, 
1958. Brother Holdridge was ordained ill 
1936. ili s nallle was placed on the superan
nuated liq !II 1949. Brother 1I0Idridl<~' 

lIIinis tered both as pas tor and evangelist. 

GEORGE J\:I!\"G. 62. Chicago, Illilloi" 
passed to hi~ reward Octoher II, 195M. 
Brother King was ordaincd in 1(51) and \\;h 

pas tor ing a ch urch ill Chicago. 

ELISHA B. IJ OSANXA, ;0, Joliet, illi
nois, passed into e ternity Octoher 25, 1958. 
Brother Hosanna was orda ined in 1928. lie 
was pastor at Joliet for many years. 

FR.'\l\K n;R:-:ER, 37, Dot)·, Washing
ton, went 10 be with Chri!ol :\ovember I. 
1958. Brothe r Tu r ner, for mer pa,tor al 
Doty, W:lS s trllck by a falling trce wh ile 
working as a logger. lie W1I, ordained ill 
195 1. 

TRAINED TO 
SERVE 

Shew me thy ways, 0 Lord; 
teach me thy path5 ( Psalm~ 
25 :4). 

.JANUARY IS 

TRAINING MONTH 
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EVERY PASTOR J 

EVERY SPEAKER NEEDS 
- THE SERMON OUTliNE BIBLE -

CO)'I PILED by Sir W. Robertson ~icol1, 
one of the Rreatc~t relisious editors of all 

Rellfinting of 1'Jr~ S.'rmOll Olltlillt lJiblr 
formerly TII(' Ser",,,,, /Jib/c, has ju~t bc('r1 

COml)Ieled, and the Clllire sel of 12 volumes 
is NOW available. "GOLl) MINE OF 
I UE,\S-ht<lrlily cndQrud by oU/J/U I,dIUY 
dlllych Icm/rrsf The 12 volumes of Tht 
S..,mOll Owliilll' 11IMt contain almo~t S,OOU 
~ermo" outlillh (/Jll/ributrd by UI,wls III till' 
JIJi/1l 01 )'cslrrdu),. They arc arranged 
canonically. GCl1e~i~ to Rc\·elation. There 
arc" Old Tc~tament volumes; Gen.-Sam.; 
Kings-Psa. 76; Psa. 77-5. of S.; and Isa.
Mal. There arc 8 New Testament volumes: 
Matt. I-),iatt. 21; Malt. 22 Mark 16; I.uke 
I-)ohn J; John 'I-A cts 6; Acts 7-1 Cor. 
16; 2 Cor.-PhiL; Col.·James; and I Peter
Rev. (ONDER NI..'.\lBERS 3 Jf-r 1\025-
JEll l!OJ6 RESPliCTIFELY.) 

SPECIAL PRICE REDUCTION OF
FER: The regular I)ricc of The S~r/llO" 
Ol/lIi"e Bible is $3.50 each volume. To en
:Ible every minister and Christian worker 
to purchase his set, we are offering Volume 
I (500 sermon outline!) fo r only $1.00 when 
purchased with Volume 2 for $3.5O--a $7 
,alue for only $450. THEN TO 1-1 ELP 
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1:-: THE Pl·RCHASE. OF SCCCEEDlt-:C 
\'OLU~lES, one volume O:-:LY would bt: 
sent each mQnth at the regular volume price 
until the <.t't has been completed: thus, 
5preaciing the eo:.t over al\ II-month period, 

If't hrlie:'e Ihis is all oller no //Ii/lister 
or Christj,m tvorker tdil Imul 10 07!l'rlook. 
It will he a thrill to see the set grow on the 
book ~h('1f, and to have acceSs each month 
to the added volume of such hrlp/ul ser
mon and teaching material. 

GOSPEL PUBLISHING HOUSE 
SPRINGFIELD 1. MISSOURI 
332 W , COLORADO BLVD., 
PASADENA. CALIFORNIA 

Ye., I want to take advanta,a of the Spec;al 
Price Redlic Uon Offe~ on Volum. I o' "The 
~.rnon Outlln. Bible." Send Volume I (con 
alalm. of SIt r.fr ..... ;" ......... .,... outll"e.) for 
only JI, and .end Volume I .. , th .... m. time. 
at the ,.,ula. prlc .. of Sl.se Ie n value for 
only $(.se), Continue to .. nd a .t><; ....... lve 
volume .cb month ' or Sl.se Ncb until sel 
I. complete. u"I~ .. I canc~1 my order. 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

Addrea. 

City z... 
Slat. 0 S4.se enclOHd 

~---------------------- -

PASTOR'S RECORD BOOK 

'\ ready reference for pastors. Con· 
tains 52 pages of Scrijllure readings for 
various occasions, and ruled pages for 
every needed record. liard cover. 

a EV 5527 Regulorly }:bi:t( 
UNTIL MARCH 1, 1959 

SPECIAL PRICE, $1.00 

THE MINISTER'S SERVICE BOOK 

Comjliled by Myer Pe.'\rlman. Contains 
accepted forms for weddings. bal,lism, 
recejllion of members, Communion, fun
erals, elc. Leathcrettc cover. 

2 EV 551 $2.25 

THE MINISTER'S MANUAL 

nOrlin'S 1959, thirty-fourth edilion. A 
study and pulpit guidc-a standard I
volume minister's tool. Contains out
lines. themes, funeral meditations, 
poems, hymns, etc. Cloth bound. 

3 EV 13B5 $3 .00 

THE PENTECOSTAL EVANGEL 



HE HAD 
NOT COME 

T lIE MIND SHUODERS, TilE HEART 

sickens, the sky becomes black as 
midnight. Do\\'n the long avenues of 
time comes the despairing wail of the 
ages. If Christ had not come 1 God 
in heaven , what do r see? Draw the 
blinds in the house of life to keep out 
the SUIl . Close your eyes that you may 
not sec the vision of a lost humanity; 
try to forget a race lost to every imH 
pulse of decency, purity. honor, kind
ness, Jove, and truth, a race that knows 
only the law of the jungle and the 
survival of the fittest. 

If Christ had not come 1 Shut your 
ears lest they hear the dreadful cry 
of little children, multitudes and mul
titudes of them born illto a world that 
knows only the doctrines of hell, little 
children who can never have a chance, 
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who ... ,vill never hear of Christmas, 
whose lips will never li sp a Christmas 
hymn, and whose ears will never hear 
the sweetest story in the world. \Vill 
that pitiable procession never stop? On 
and on it goes. The ghostly children 
of all ages whose childish lips for
ever moan, and whose livcs arc doomed 
to nothing but woc. 

If Christ had not come! I see Moloch 
crowned king of all the world. Death, 
ruin, and desolation are cverywhere. I 
see a world filled with hate, a world 
unrelieved by one gleam of lo\'e and 
kindness, a world of endless warfare 
in which man preys desperately upon 
his fellow man until humanity has 
wiped itself from the face of the earth. 

I f Christ had not come! 0 God! 
I see the baneful vision of a world 

where the songs arc all songs of hate, 
a weary, desperate, horrible world of 
mechanized human beings heating out 
their lives without hope, rushing on to 
their doom and an endless night. 

Ii Chri",t had not cOllle J The gr.we 
is dumu; the skie:-; are black with the 
wrath of God; the horriblc, loath~ollle 
trail of the serpcllt is everywhere; the 
wail of a desperate humanity fills the 
ears; the devil and all hell rejoice; 
and the heart ·is crushed beneath the 

. unutterable woe of mankind. 
I f Christ had not cOme! Perish the 

thought. Shut out the vision, open the 
:,hutters, rai~e the blinds. and let the 
sllllshinc in. Christ has come! There 
is light and laughter, joy and peace in 
the hearts of multitudes of men and 
women. The mu!;ic of celestial har
monics fills their souls. They haye 
drunk deep of the river of God that 
i)Ccame manifeM at Uethlehem and at 
la~t. flowing out of an empty tomb, 
encircles the world. 

Chri~t has come and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 
Peace and good will was the song that 
heralded 11is birth among men: It is 
true that 110t yet arc all things put 
under llim, but the day is coming 
when lie shall e~tabljsh righteou:me~s 

in the earth and 11 is peace shall ex
tend to the utmo~t confines of the 
world. 

Come to Bethlehelll today. ··yc heart!' 
that are harried with care." Come to 
Bethlehem, ye men and women bowed 
down beneath a load of sin. Sec there 
the Babe who was horn to be your 
Saviour as well as mine, and the hope 
of all who will trust Il inl. Come to 
Bethlehem, yc nations of earth that 
scek in vain for peace in the counc ils 
and pacts of men. Come and behold 
! lim who \\'as born Ki ng of kings and 
Lord of lords, the Desire of all nations 
and the Prince of Pcace. 

-Aut/lOr uuknoldl 

TRAINED TD 
SERVE 

Apply thine heart unto instruc
tion, and thine ears to the words 
of knowledge (Proverbs 23 : 12) . 

.JANUARY IS 
TRAINING MONTH 
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The personal testimony of 

a young eBI student 

who consecrated her life 

to serve God OVerseas 

BY LOIS YARDLEY 
Erlgrmout. South Ollilu!" 

I CA\n; TO CHKIST AS A YOUNG PEK-

1>on ill m)' home church and He 
wrought a complete transformation in 
Illy heart and life. One week after 1 
was !):tved, the lloly Spirit filled me 
with 1-1 is power as 1 waited l>cfore 
God. It would not he truthful to ~ay 
there was no battle for supremacy of 
wills when God fir:,t showed me that 
His plan and primary concern for the 
Church was that it reach the IItlrcachcd. 
But I realized that if I were to be a 
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disciple oi Chri1>t. my will must be in 
complete accord with His. 

.. \1; J felt the call of God, His Word 
brought .. ubll1i~~i,"eness to His will
"Ye have lIot cho::.en me, but I have 
cho~en you, and ordained you, that ye 
.. hould go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain." The 
choice was not Illine; I had accepted 
the atonement that Christ had so freely 
offered and now my moral obligation 
was to share the mes!)age with those 
who had never heard. 

~Iany young people of my home 
church had attended Central Bible In
!)titll te in preparation to answer the 
call of God. I lis hlessings upon their 
live.~ and mini..,tries cOll\'inced me that 
1 too should enter C131 and prepare 
for !)er\'ice in the Far Ea!>t. I low I 
thank God for the opportunity I had 
to study the \\' ord of God under the 
leadenhip of Spirit-filled men and 
women. 

Three things about CBf 1eft Hrong 
impres!>ions upon my life. First, the 
Word of God became real to me as 
1 saw Goel faithfully fulfill lIis prom
ises: second. the prayer services met 
a great need in my life; and third, the 
practical experience through gospel 
work in oubtations and st reet meetings 
helped prepare me for further service. 

The class that !>tands out most promi
nently in Illy memory i!> Personal £\'an
gelislll. taught by Alfred Cawston. As 
the Spirit of God IIsed each word to 
hring deeper conviction concern ing the 
need of a dying world, it seemed as 
though our heart s would break within 
us. 

How well I remember the morning 
Brother Cawstoll stood with tears of 
compassion streaminG down his face, 
and pleaded for a complete dying to 
self and relinquishment of our own 
c1airtjs upon our lives. At this point 
we were challenged to seek in any 
way possihle to answe r the call of God 
upon Our hearts. No more was my call 
just a dream that perhaps would be 
realized. Now it became a matter of 
life or death to fulfill what God had 
callec,J me to do. 

Because of previolls work, I was 
familiar with the program of the De
partment of the Army for sending 
civi lian workers overseas. I fe lt cer
tain this was God's way for me to go 
to the Far East. Immediately I wrote 
the Overseas Affairs Division at Wash
ington. D. C, and in due time was 
advised of my acceptance. 

)1), overseas assignment brought me 
II1to contact with many needy sou ls, 
and soon there were a number of groups 
a.,king for someone to teach them about 
Je~us. It was difficult to work eight 
hours a day in an office and do gospel 
work in the evenings, but this seemed 
to be God's plan for me. 

I n addition to work among the Ko
reans, I found myself with another op
portunity-that of witnessing to officers 
in our own army. One colonel broke 
into tears as he was told of the reality 
of Jesus. His heart was heavy as he 
shared his own testimony of how years 
ago God had called him to be a sou l 
winner but he had 110t obeyed. He 
challenged me always to be faithful to 
Ill)' Saviour and to choose God's way. 

At present two missionary families 
have established Assemblies of God 
works in Korea-the John Stetzes and 
the Richard Johnstons. When Brother 
and Sister Stetz were lea"illg for 
America, additional missionary help was 
urgently needed. Realizing that God 
had called me to full-t ime sen-ice, I 
felt this was the time for me to act. 
I asked for recognition from our For
eIgn l\lissions Department and sug
gested that r could come home on 
regular leave at government expense, 
raise my support, and return at gov
ernment expense to complete my term 
as a civil service employee, then enter 
full-t ime missionary !)ervice. The idea 
was accepted and soon plans were LIn
der way. 

I am now at home preparing to re
tllrn 10 Korea as an appointed mis
sionary. God has afforded me the op
portunity to serve Him full time, and 
now as f endeavor to give m)' life 
wholly to ministering to spir itual needs 
I know that it is "not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
[ .ord of hOsts." ...... 

MATTHEW 2: 1, 2 Behold, 
there came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem. 

SaYIng. Where is he that is 
born King 

THE PENTECOSTA L EVAKGEL 



The Name Which Is 
Above Every Name 
(Continued from DOge three) 

God has given. It is good new:. from 
abo\-e. 

Christmas is historically truc. It is 
more than cranberry 5.1.l1ce, or stock
ings hung at a fi replace. J ('sus Christ 
was not a phantom, though men have 
sought to prove that lie was. He was 
not some lege nd cleverly created and 
kept alive by some commercially in 
terested pressure group. 

Other names fade. We have had the 
"Davy Crockett" rage and the "Lone 
Ranger" fad, and for a moment all 
manner of articles bear their imprint 
- and then it's over and another name 
captures the limelight. But not so with 
the Name of Jesus. They will speak 
of Him in mOTC than a thou sand tongues 
this year as they retell the old, old 
story of His birth in song, in story, 
in picture, in pantomime, and by the 
printed page. 

He was born at a defin ite time in 
a definite place. I fe lived and grew 
tip among men. lie labored, su ffered , 
died, and rose again. These facts are 
recorded in documents which havc been 
exami ned more critically than all)' other 
documents in the \\'orld and found to 
be reliable. It is an amazing :"tory. 
No othcr can cOlllpare with it. 

Let men who stand aloof in an at.
titude o f condescens ion or criticism con
sider what thc world would have been 
like without Chri!:>tTllas. \\'hat would 
they substitute for it ? Ha\'e th!.!)' any
thing bcttcr to say than the gospel has 
to say? 

Some people mi.:.s Christmas just 
where others find it. The shepherds 
found it at the manger in 13ethlehelll , 
hut the innkeeper who had li\'ed thcre 
aU the time mi ssed it. lIe stood near 
to eternal fame thnt day had he but 
known it, but now we think of him 
simply as a namelcss man who sleepily 
missed his chance to entertain angels 
unaware, God was knocking at his 
doo r uut there was no rOOIll for Him. 

YOli can mi ss it the samc way. This 
season brings a divinc invitation to a 
bcttcr kind of life. Will you trcat 
lightly Ihe invitation to make a per
sonal dcci sion for God, or will you 
accept it as your own personal pass
port to a different and better kind of 
life? What is your answer to Chri st
mas? 

December 21. 1958 

Christmas always reducc~ tIlt' go:-.pel 
to ib ~imple ... t form!' to Ill<'. I am re
minde-d that Christianit~· is prunarily 
aI, oficT. Too oftcn we make it a de
mand, The burden of the J.!"o ... pd 1Ilt' ... -

sage IllU:-.t always be what God ha .. dum' 
for u ... rather th:m what we ought to 
do for our,.;elve..;. ).Ian is not f)nl~ 

weak-he is :"lIliu1. llc canllot tlo what 
he know;:, he ought to do. But G(KI 
has come to our aid. lit: ha... ~cnt 

His Son as our Saviour. Tili ... i:-. (~~\ 
gift to us, Our Olll' re ... pon .... ihility is 
to accept lIi ~ gift, !n ttll ... t ill je ... us, 
and to lon' Ilil11. ju ... 1 a~ a child ac
cepts, tm:"ts, and lo\"es a good parent 
That is the go ... pd! E\'cry year Chri .... \
llIas says to me, "God ... 0 lo\"ed yOIl 

that He gave His ollly begotten 
Son .. ,," \Ild that· ... one Gift I'v(' 
never wantcd to exchange 1 

:\"ow \\hat will -,,0" say' \\,ill you 
rejoicc in Ilis birth, o r wi ll you cruc ify 
J lim afresh? \\' isc llIen brought a gift 

Christmas Behind Bars 
(Con tinued from poge nine) 

glow on the face of a Illall who has 
:"pen t ten or fift<,cn years in a pn son 
hospital hed with tuberculo .... i .... , as he 
opcns his prc::ient 011 Chri ... t l11a~ morn
ing? 

Many a pr isoner's lonely f:lc(' lights 
up as he opens the Scripture 10 the 
second chapter of I .uk(· ancl read~ the 
Chri:"tma ... :"tory. , \nd the chaplain's 
hca rt is warmed a!:> he l'trolls through 
the cellblock and sees some mcn still 
readiug b)' ca ndlel igh t long- a fler the 
light s h:l\'e gonc om for the night. 

* * * 
Editor's -"ote: )'lallY pri~oners haH' 

been ,,'on to Chri:-.t through the g reat 
wo rk of our prtson ehaplaim; and 
through the millistry of Ihe Prt .')OIt Di
\"\SIOll of the I TOllle :\1 i ... siol1s Depart
ment. Biblc study courses written by 
Arvid O hrncll are supplied free of 
charge to pri ... ollers. Thousands of let
ters from pri soners h;\\"c been received 
ill thc 'I omc ;\Iissiolls officc lellillg 
of their gratefulness for Ihese courses. 

Thc demand for thc courses is in
creasing rapidly alld the fund mll !:>1 be 
built up to meet Ihi s necd . S ix books 
can be sent for $5 or one book fo r $1. 

PI Case send an offering- to<\;\), for 
the PRT SOX F U :-.JD to the Ilollle 
:\Iissioll s Department, 434 West 
Street. Sprillgfi('ld I, ).1 0. 

Pacific 
~~ 

oi myrrh to lIim al Bethlehem, and 
mockers hrought the :-.ame gift at [:ll 
vary 1.lkewi ... e, Chrislma ... can be a 
hug-r fia~co to you, or II ('an Ix: a 
gloriolls reality. It dt',)('lld ... upon your 
.miwdc toward Jl'"U''' Chri .... t, If ehri,,! 
i" 0111\· Ihe carr\" on:r of !'>OIllC al1ci(:nt 
myth' to yOll, -,lwlI thi... ...t';hon will 
weary you like the la.,t dragglllg" rQund 
uf a ).lardi Gra..;. You'll finally ft't:l 
as though :-Otl c;;an't {'lIdurt: till' Cl'a,t'

It.,s jingll' of tIl\' ca ... h rl"l.:i~tl'r anotht-r 
moment. But if Chri ... t i:-. fl'al to you. 
~'ullr joy will last long allt,'r the turkt,~ 
has heen reduct'd to a .... kdl'loll anc! 
the carefully clt'coratnl li\'IIl~ roolll 
look... like \\'all Strt'd afu'r a tirkt'r 
tape "hower. 

The :\"rllue of j t'SUs will lin' l'1I :lftt'r 
the- cO\'e!ed nallle's :-.l'\\ II il1~ldl' mink 
jackets and :;toll''';. tht' nall\e~ uf co ... tly 
pt'rftlllles. and the tradl'marks 011 {"

pensin' :-.pOrtS equiplllellt han' ;'Ill fadt'd 
and lost their ... igilificanl·\'. I II ... :\"amt' 
will increa ... l' in l)Owl'r and radiancl', 
for God "hath highly t'X:litl'd him. and 
given him a name which is :lbon' l"\'er~ 
name: that at the name of je ... lh en'ry 
knt'e ~hall how. . ... <Oil 
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RATF.5: 3Sc a ,,'ord mint"'''''' rh~r«~ $' ro II. 
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TRAINED TO 
SERVE 

Hear instructioil, and be wise, 
and refuse it not (Proverbs 
U3). 

.JANUARY IS 

TRAINING MONTH 
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Wfiat Does 
Cfiristmas 
Mean to 

YOU? 

A 5 TilE EVER-W0:-10ERFUl. STORY OF TilE CHRIST CHILD 

is told again this Christmas season, you will be wise to 
ask and answer the question, "lV/wi does it /lIelll! to lIZ('r' 

Should you attend a Christllla~ program you will hC;l.f 

glad carols proclaiming the Sa\·jour's birth. YOtl will bear 
again the angel ic allnouncement to the shepherds: "Fear 
not: for behold, 1 bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born thi!; 
day in the city of David a 5,,,';0I1r, which is (hri,,! the 
Lord" (Luke 2: 10, 11). 

You will probably see a portrayal of the virgin ;\fary. 
the crude manger, and the infant Jesus. Wondering shep
herds will stand in the background and adoring wise men 
present their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

You will find you r heart warmed again by the simplicity 
and sincerity of the sacred drama. 13m do not be content 
with merely taking part in a religious festi\'al. Do not 
stop short of asking yourself, "Is this thing true? Did 
God actually send His Son into the world to be our 
Saviour? And if :;0, what does it mean to lIZe now?" 

Prophecy, history, and Christian experience combine to 
answer, "Yes, thi s thing is true. 'Cod so !o\'cd the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son. 

The prophet Isaiah tells liS, "Unto us a child is born, 
Ullto us a son is given." The hUll1anity of Christ wa s 
bor" of the virgin; as the eternal Son of God I-Ie was 
given, "thaI whosoever beli eveth in him should not peri sh, 
but have everlasting life." li e was "God manifest in the 
flesh" ( 1 Timothy 3:16), 

was r:li ... (:d from lhe {It·ad. 
the Christ i:-. Ilot :l child 
meet all our Il("cds. 

and IS 
but a 

all\·t' fOrtH'rIllOTt' . Toda~· 
li\·ing" 5a\"H)ur 11110 call 

Our grea test Ileed. \\"hctht'r we rt'aliz(' it 41r not, b inr 
divine forgil"elle:-.s for our sins and rl'nlllciliati(J1I to (;(Jd. 
\lId (;od is able :lnd willing" to forgive !>CC,l\ht' ehri ... ! 

died for om :.ill~. In Christ there is "redemption through 
his blood. the forgiveness of sim'· (Eph(· ... ians I :7). (,hri~( 
llIas llI~allS there is forgi\·elH's~ for you. Ila\"(: you n'· 
ccive(! God's p'-lrdoll for :-.i1l by trusting Chri:-.t a ... \·(IUI' 

S:l I'iout ~ 
In addition to forgi\"ellcs~ we need dell\·er:!.IICt' inlill 

fe:lr. sin. :lnd death. \\'e need a power greater than alIT 
()\III to subdue cdl de:-.ire~ and to break ... inful hahih. 
\\'e need a ··friend that ~tickclh rlo~cr than :l brotht'r·· 
10 take away ioneiille:-.s and to give courage and comfort 
Chri:-.Imas mean ... yOI1 may hal"e :-.\I(:h a great Dt'liH'rn 
and Friend. Chri:.t ... aid. "I will Ilot I~an' you COlllrort~ 

less: I wil1 come to you" (john 14:18) , 
\t thi:. Christmas -cason, it i:-. Ilot Christ in th(.' ll1anl,:t'r 

but Chri:-.t in the heart yOIl need. I II..' II ill cOllie 1\110 yuur 
heart if yOIl will open it to Ilim, 

And finally, Christl lias m(',lIls there is hope for Ihe lif(' 
to cOllle. The 3po:-.lle Pml] wrote o f '·Christ in you. 1111' 
hope of glory'· (Colossians 1 :27). The Chri~1 .who was 
" Onl to be ),our Sa \"lour. alld whose indwelling prc . ..,t.'ncl' 
can he your daily strength. is your only hope of eternal 
life. heaven alld glory. 

This is the Christ to believe and to rt.'teive illl0 your 
H e g rew to manhood, died on the cross for ~~ ... 

TilE Pl-:-..;n:(.'osTAL Ev.\'\c;u. 


	Next
	Previous



