
D. W. Kerr, portrait, circa 1920s.
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Daniel Warren Kerr (1856-1927) possessed an indomi-
table ministry spirit.1 He was slight in stature and rath-
er shy, a man of few words who seldom indulged in 

laughter, yet he stood as a giant among early Pentecostal lead-
ers.2 Kerr may be best-remembered for his pioneering leader-
ship in the Assemblies of God, 
including his work in drafting 
the Statement of Fundamental 
Truths. However, in his life-
time, Pastor Kerr served the 
Lord within four evangelical 
denominations. He functioned 
as a pastor, teacher, church 
planter, educator, conference 
coordinator, musician, admin-
istrator, missionary ambassador, fund-raiser, theologian, and 
apologist. Despite these enormous contributions, very little has 
been written about the life and ministry of this humble man who 
did so much for the cause of Christ.3

Ministry in the Evangelical Association
Daniel Warren Kerr was born May 13, 1856 in Potter Town-

ship, Centre County, Pennsylvania. He was the youngest of 
nine children born to Daniel (1802-1871) and Rebecca Rishell 
Kerr (1809-1865).4 His family was devoted to the Lord, with a 
long history of ministry in the Evangelical Association, a small 
Wesleyan denomination with German-American roots, begin-
ning in 1806.5

In 1874, Kerr graduated from the Cumberland Valley State 
Normal School.6 By 1880, he was living and working on a farm 
in Florence, Illinois with his sister Susan Kerr Reifsnyder and 
her family.7 In March 1883, D. W. enrolled at North-Western 
College in Naperville, Illinois, where he studied for the minis-
try and met his future wife.8

Matilda “Mattie” Zeller was born in July 1860, in Union 

Township, Hancock County, Ohio. She was the youngest of 
nine children born to Paul Frederick Zeller (1820-1903) and 
Christina Barbara Koener Zeller (1819-1896). Her family was 
also active in the Evangelical Association. For more than forty 
years, her father preached in German language congregations 

throughout Ohio and Michi-
gan.9 D. W. and Mattie were 
married on February 4, 1886.10 

To this union were born two 
children, Jesse Zeller Kerr 
(1887-1970) and Christine 
Idele Kerr (1891-1975).

Kerr was licensed by the Il-
linois Conference of the Evan-
gelical Association in 1886, 

spending the next four years ministering in rural Illinois.11 In 
the early 1890s the Evangelical Association experienced a de-
nominational split over the office of the bishop. Rather than join 
sides in the dispute, the Kerrs withdrew from ministry in early 
1891, departed Illinois and returned to Mt. Cory, Ohio, Mattie’s 
hometown.12

Ministry in the Christian And 
Missionary Alliance

In 1894, the Kerrs began an eighteen-year partnership with 
A. B. Simpson and the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
(CMA) to promote the speedy evangelization of the world, 
where D. W. served as a pastor, evangelist, and conference 
speaker. Their association with the CMA proved to be a benefi-
cial relationship for all parties—the Kerrs’ ministry flourished 
in ways previously unimaginable, and the scope of the CMA 
was greatly expanded. Formerly, the Kerrs’ ministry was con-
fined largely to the western wilderness and central farmlands 
of Illinois; now they would be engaged in ministry across the 
industrial heartland of America. Formerly, they were employed 
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in circuit ministry among small isolated 
congregations; now they would min-
ister before thousands. Formerly, they 
labored in relative obscurity; now they 
would serve side-by-side with national 
church leaders.

Ministry at Beulah Park
The focal point of the Kerrs’ minis-

try within the CMA was Beulah Park, in 
Cleveland, Ohio, located on the shores 
of Lake Erie. For at least sixteen sum-
mers, “Father” and “Mother” Kerr were 
fixtures there and served in a variety of 
leadership roles. D. W. was a frequent 
speaker, Bible teacher, leader of prayer 
meetings, and a beloved member of 
the renowned “Ohio Quartette.”13 Mat-
tie taught women’s Bible studies, led 
worker’s meetings, conducted testimony 
services, coordinated children’s class-
es, ministered to young people and led 
prayer meetings.14And of course, each 
convention concluded with a great mis-
sionary service, in which thousands of 
dollars were raised for global missions.15

Another important component of 

their Beulah Park ministry was the Sum-
mer Home and Bible School, which was 
conducted over a three-month period. 
“Designed as a retreat for rest, Chris-
tian fellowship, Bible study and spiri-
tual help,” the school offered three daily 
lectures on important Bible topics.16 The 
Kerrs took an active role in this Bible 
school, teaching Bible classes and train-
ing in practical ministry.17

Regional Ministry
As a result of his ministry at Beulah 

Park, D. W. was invited to minister in 
some of the largest CMA conventions 
across the Northeast and Midwest. He 
was a featured speaker and frequently 
sang with the Ohio Quartette in New 
York City,18 Pittsburgh,19 Cleveland,20 
Columbus,21 Indianapolis,22 Chicago,23 
and the premier CMA convention con-
ducted annually in Old Orchard, Maine.24 
Additionally, he routinely participated in 
convention tours throughout Pennsylva-
nia,25 Ohio,26 Indiana,27 and Kentucky.28 
As an example of his travel schedule, 
Kerr participated in “a series of twenty-

five official conventions” throughout 
Ohio in 1902.29

The Missionary Church 
Association

Though no longer affiliated with the 
Evangelical Association, Kerr retained a 
passion for ministry within the German-
American community. He joined thir-
teen other men, all of German extraction, 
to establish The Missionary Church As-
sociation, in 1898.30 Kerr had an active, 
fourteen-year association with the Mis-
sionary Church, speaking at their con-
ventions and services, dedicating their 
churches, and joining them in ministry at 
Beulah Park.31

Pastoral Ministry
Amid all these activities, Kerr also 

served as a pastor of several CMA con-
gregations and mission stations. From 
1894 to 1899, he led the Alliance Mis-
sion in Findlay, Ohio and hosted several 
Alliance conferences.32 The Kerrs then 
moved to Fort Wayne, Indiana to assume 
leadership of that mission.33 They faith-

Alliance leaders and workers at Old Orchard, Maine, August 1900.  Members of the Ohio Quartette are seated 
together in the second row from the top, on the right (l-r): E. L. Bowyer, James M. Kirk, D. W. Kerr, and D. W. Myland.
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fully led Sunday services, Friday prayer 
meetings, hosted Alliance meetings, and 
participated in a county-wide Sunday 
School conference.34

In 1901, the Kerrs moved to Day-
ton, Ohio to pastor the Alliance Taber-
nacle.35 “Brother and Sister Kerr have 
been hard at work,” their state super-
intendent wrote. “New people, hungry 
hearts from many of the churches here 
are fed. Drunkards and harlots have 
been brought into the kingdom.”36 In 
the autumn of 1908, D. W. and Mattie 
relinquished their duties in Dayton and 
moved back to Findlay, Ohio.

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit
Reports of the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit at the Apostolic Faith Mis-
sion on Azusa Street in Los Angeles, 
stirred the hearts of many within the 
CMA. The annual convention at Beulah 
Park in the summer of 1907 was a scene 
of great expectancy and anticipation. 
As the Kerrs were side-by-side in the 
prayer room, seeking more of God, they 
“came through to a beautiful baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, speaking and singing in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.”37

For the next five years, the Kerrs pro-
claimed the message of Holy Spirit bap-
tism and empowerment in many cities, 
including Chicago, Cleveland and To-
ronto.38 In early 1911, D. W. conducted 
an evangelistic tour of the West Coast. 
There he participated in Pentecostal 
ministry with William H. Durham, Frank 
Bartleman, George and Carrie Judd 
Montgomery, and George B. Studd.39

Embracing the Pentecostal experi-
ence led to a separation from the CMA.40 
“Some of our friends who had stood by 
us threatened to starve us out,” Mattie 
later wrote, “because we had dared to ac-
cept the Pentecostal Baptism ... we were 
soon dropped from the conventions, and 
were compelled to seek other places of 
ministry.”41 However, their ministry 
was far from over. “Many larger places 
of ministry were opened to us,” Mattie 
wrote, “a larger ministry than we had 

ever known before we had received 
this glorious Baptism.”42 That ministry 
would be found within the Pentecostal 
community.

Ministry in the 
Assemblies of God

The springboard for the Kerr’s 
“larger places of ministry” was found in 
Cleveland, Ohio, when the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance Church elected D. 
W. Kerr as its pastor in October 1911.43 
The congregation eagerly desired the 
work of the Holy Spirit, and many re-
ceived the baptism, accompanied with 
speaking in other tongues. The follow-
ing year, 100 voting members of the 
Cleveland congregation unanimously 
adopted a doctrinal position in favor of 
the Pentecostal experience as described 
in Acts 2:4 and changed their name to 
The Pentecostal Church of Cleveland. 
Pastor Kerr subsequently resigned from 
the CMA.44

When the Pentecostal delegates met 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and organized 
the General Council of the Assemblies of 

God, the Kerrs did not attend.45 Having 
experienced the pain of separation from 
two religious affiliations, Kerr ques-
tioned whether “spiritual liberty could 
be maintained with another group.”46 
Nevertheless, the quality of his reputa-
tion was well-known within the newly-
formed General Council, and Kerr was 
invited to join the Executive Presbytery, 
a position he held through 1925.47

General Council Ministry
As a member of the Executive Pres-

bytery, Kerr served on several commit-
tees for the General Council: the Con-
ference committee, November 191448; 
the Resolutions committee, 1916, 1917, 
1918 and 192049; the Nomination com-
mittee, 1917 and 191950; the Foreign 
Missions Committee, 1920 and 192151; 
the Home Missions Committee, 192152; 
a committee on business regulations in 
191853; and the Doctrinal Committee for 
the Gospel Publishing House in 1921.54 It 
was also reported in 1923 that he “made 
a trip of 17,000 miles and had visited 
seven different District Councils” while 

The Ohio Quartette. (L-r): E. L. Bowyer, Prof. James M. Kirk, Rev. D. W. 
Myland, and Rev. D. W. Kerr, circa 1900.
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doing deputational work for the General 
Council at the request of the Chairman.55

Perhaps his most significant contri-
bution came in 1916, when he served on 
the committee that drafted the Statement 
of Fundamental Truths.56 Although the 
committee also included E. N. Bell, S. 
A. Jamieson, T. K. Leonard, and Stan-
ley H. Frodsham, William Menzies indi-
cates that Kerr was the primary drafter 
of this document: “Each member of the 
committee contributed to the eventual 
committee report, but the greatest contri-
bution came from D. W. Kerr, pastor in 
Cleveland, Ohio.”57 Kerr had spent much 
of the time during the previous year 
“poring over his Greek Testament” and 
had even wavered somewhat at one point 
on the question of the Oneness issue.

Menzies further expounds on Kerr’s 

contribution to the Statement of Funda-
mental Truths:

This shy, somewhat retiring 
individual, hardly the image of 
a great contender for the faith, 
had already compiled a quantity 
of notes, and was well prepared 
for his assignment even before he 
arrived at the Council. Because 
of his careful preparation, the 
committee was enabled to furnish 
the Council with a statement of 
faith in a relatively brief span of 
time.58

During the 1918 Council, Kerr played 
a central role in defending the “distinc-
tive testimony” that tongues operates as 
the “initial physical sign” of the “Bap-

tism in the Holy Ghost.”59 And because 
of his important role in defining these 
doctrines, his other theological writings 
are helpful in interpreting the original 
version of the Fundamental Truths.60

National Speaker
Numerous ministry opportunities 

abounded for D. W. Kerr within the 
Pentecostal community. Between 1914 
and 1925, Kerr crisscrossed the conti-
nent, preaching at camp meetings, mis-
sionary conventions, district councils 
and revival services. He ministered in 
twelve states and four Canadian prov-
inces, speaking in many of the most 
prominent Pentecostal congregations of 
his day.61 At several General Councils, 
the national leadership looked to him 
for biblical wisdom and pastoral guid-

General Presbytery standing on the steps of the Stone Church, Chicago, Illinois, September 1919. First row (l-r): J. 
Roswell Flower, S. A. Jamieson, E. N. Bell, J. W. Welch, J. T. Boddy, Stanley H. Frodsham, Ellis Banta. Second row 
(l-r): Frank Gray, J. R. Kline, John Goben, David McDowell, Robert A. Brown, Joseph Tunmore, F. A. Hale. Third row 
(l-r): O. P. Brann, E. R. Fitzgerald, E. N. Richey, John Coxe, D. W. Kerr, R. J. Craig, C. O. Benham, A. P. Collins, and T. 
K. Leonard.
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ance on a wide range of topics.62 

The Pentecostal Missionary 
Conferences

In 1918, Pastor Kerr was elected 
chairman of the Second Annual World-
Wide Missionary Conference, an inter-
denominational Pentecostal event that 
attracted broad support.63 The Latter Rain 
Evangel, described Kerr’s sterling cre-
dentials in the following manner:

The new chairman ... is a 
world-wide missionary from 
his innermost being to his very 
finger tips. The church of which 
he is pastor is without doubt the 
foremost church in Pentecost 
in sacrificing for missions. He 
touched the keynote of their 
success when he made this 
statement: “That church will 
become a missionary church 
whose pastor is a missionary, and 
I am a missionary at home, but I 
live my life in the world around, 
and am glad to devote all my 
energies in that direction.”64

One of the conference attendees was 
equally enthusiastic over Kerr’s selec-
tion, noting that he was pastor of the 
“Banner Missionary Church of the Pen-
tecostal movement,” a church where, as 
he himself says, they make “a business 
of missions.”65 

Over the next five years, Kerr would 
serve as the chairman of this annual Mis-
sionary Conference, introducing some 
innovations to the Pentecostal mission-
ary movement.66 He developed a mis-
sionary prayer calendar containing daily 
prayer suggestions, a daily list of coun-
tries to pray for, a complete list of Pente-
costal missionaries, maps of the various 
continents, and a variety of Scriptures, 
poems, and pithy comments.67 Drawing 
upon his experiences in the CMA, Kerr 
introduced the missionary pledge offer-
ing concept to Pentecostals in the early 
1920s.68 Conference participants were 
encouraged to complete a pledge card, 

listing their future missionary offerings. 
In 1923, Kerr was appointed by the Gen-
eral Council’s executive presbytery to 
the post of Missionary Field Secretary 
and assigned the task of conducting mis-

sionary conventions across the country.69 
According to E. N. Bell, “[Kerr] is at his 
best in a Missionary Convention, since 
his heart is in missions and since he is 
an experienced hand at holding such 
conventions.”70

The Bible Schools
Training and equipping persons for 

ministry was a passion for D. W. Kerr.71 
He was a fixture at the Beulah Park 
Summer Home and Bible School.72 For 
a time, he served the CMA as a member 
of the Committee on the Missionary In-
stitute.73 He taught short-term classes at 
the Bluffton Bible School (OH) and the 
Fort Wayne Bible School (IN).74 Once 
he experienced his personal Pentecost, 
teaching opportunities opened for him 
at the Rochester Bible Training School 
(Rochester, NY) and the Beulah Heights 
Missionary Training School (North Ber-
gen, NJ).75 He presented “Special Bible 

Lectures” at the Gospel School (Findlay, 
OH) and the Mount Tabor Bible Train-
ing School (Chicago, IL).76 Late in life 
he had administrative duties at the Gos-
pel School and Winnipeg’s Central Ca-

nadian Bible Institute.77

In 1919, he resigned the pastorate 
of The Pentecostal Church to teach full-
time at the Pacific Bible and Missionary 
Training School in San Francisco.78 In 
addition to his ministry among the thir-
ty-five daily students and a much larger 
class of evening students,79 Kerr also 
taught a Sunday afternoon Bible class 
at Glad Tidings Pentecostal Assembly in 
Oakland, where his son-in-law, Willard 
Peirce, was the pastor.80 

Upon completion of the winter term 
in San Francisco, the Kerrs and Peirces 
moved to Los Angeles in May 1920 to 
assume leadership of the Southern Cali-
fornia Bible and Missionary Training 
School where they served for the next 
two years.81 About fifty students were 
enrolled that first year; they engaged in 
significant “practical work” by conduct-
ing services in churches, missions, hos-
pitals and on street corners; distributing 

Students and faculty of Southern California Bible and Missionary Training 
School, Los Angeles, California, circa 1920.  Identified are: D. W. Kerr (2nd 
row, 5th from left); Mattie Kerr (2nd row, 6th from left); Wesley Steelberg 
(back row, 2nd from left); Willard Peirce (back row, 6th from left); and 
Christine Kerr Peirce (back row, 7th from left).
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tracts; and engaging in soul winning.82

In 1922, Kerr helped to establish 
Central Bible Institute (CBI) in Spring-
field, Missouri. He wrote a series of ar-
ticles published in the Pentecostal Evan-
gel which carefully outlined the biblical 
justification for a centrally located Bible 
school.83 “The purpose of Pentecos-
tal Bible schools,” Kerr wrote, was “to 
cause people to get God’s viewpoint of 
things and to impart the same to oth-
ers.”84 Kerr served as CBI’s principal for 
its first two years.85

In the remaining four years of his 
life, despite declining health, Kerr did 
not slow down. He continued as a fac-
ulty member at CBI and resumed his 
work on the Missionary Committee.86 
He wrote a book and had many of his 

sermons published.87

On April 2, 1927, the strain of his 
many labors overtook him and D. W. 
Kerr died at the age of 70 in Spring-
field, Missouri. His wife Mattie moved 
to Cleveland, Ohio, and continued to ad-
vance their life’s work—preaching88 and 
writing,89 until her death on February 2, 
1946. Both are buried in the Riverside 
Cemetery in Cleveland, Ohio, where 
their bodies await the resurrection of 
the saints.

From this distance, it is impossible 
to calculate the full influence and impact 
of the life and ministry of Daniel Warren 
Kerr and his beloved wife, Mattie Zeller 
Kerr. This much is known: The churches 
they faithfully shepherded in Illinois, 
Indiana and Ohio were soul-saving sta-

tions where hundreds found Christ and 
grew in faith. The missionary confer-
ences which they planned, promoted, 
and preached, introduced thousands of 
people to the worldwide work of Christ 
and raised untold thousands of dollars 
for missionary evangelism at home and 
around the world. The Bible schools they 
established have trained tens of thou-
sands of students for a life of service in 
the church and the world. And as prima-
ry drafter of the Statement of Fundamen-
tal Truths, D. W. Kerr helped to lay the 
theological foundation for the Assem-
blies of God. Brother Kerr once wrote 
that Spirit-filled Christians should “learn 
to think, speak, live, work and die scrip-
turally.”90 He was the living embodiment 
of this Pentecostal philosophy. 

First faculty and student body of Central Bible Institute in front of Central Assembly of God, Springfield, Missouri; 
1923. Front (l-r): unidentified woman with a baby, unidentified, Miss Ruth Campbell, D. W. and Mattie Kerr, Willard 
Peirce, Mother Josephine Peirce, and Miss Helen Atkinson. Second row (l-r): three unidentified, Mrs. Arthur Graves, 
Hazel Corum (Bakewell), two unidentified, and Carolyn Larsen (Unruh). Third row (l-r): two unidentified, Billie 
Mahaney (Long), four unidentified, Dr. Lilian Yeomans, Adele Boatwright (Carmichael), and Mrs. Lily Babcock. 
Fourth row (l-r): four unidentified, Mary Watkins (Blaich), Myer Pearlman, and Richard Babcock. Fifth row (l-r): four 
unidentified and Finis Dake. Sixth row (l-r): unidentified, Arthur and Jenny Wilson. Seventh row (l-r): unidentified, 
Roy Smuland, and four unidentified. Eighth row (l-r): five unidentified.
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